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Law Eeports, Common Pleas Division, 5 vols., 1875 
—1880 

Carrington and Payne’s Eeports, Nisi Prius, 9 vols. 
1823—1841 

Oabab5 and Ellis’s Eeports, Queen’s Bench Division, 
1 vol., 1882—1885 

Caldecott’s Magistrates Oases, 1 vol.*, 1777 — 1786 
Calthrop’s City of London’Oases, King’s Bench, 1 vol., 
1609—1618 

Campbell’s Eeports, Nisi Prius, 4 vols., 1807 — 1816 
Carpmael’s Patent Cases, 2 vols., 1602 — 1842 
Carrington and Kirwan’s Eeports, Nisi Prius, 3 vols., 
1815—1853 

Carrington and Marshman’s Eeports, Nisi Prius, 
1 vol., 1841—1843 

Carter’s Eeports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1664 — 
1673 

Carthew’s Eeports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 voL, 1687 — 
1700 

Cary’s Eeports, Chancery, 1 vol. 

Cases in Chancery, foL, 3 parts, 1660 — 1697 
Cases of Practice, King’s Bench, 1 voL, 1665 — 1775 
Cases of Settlements and Eemovals, 1 vol., 1689 — 
1727 

Oases temp. Finch, Chancery, fol., 1 voL, 1073 — 1680 
Select Oases temp. King, Chancery, fol., 1 vol., 1724 
—1733 

Cases in Equity temp. Talbot, foL, 1 vol., 1730 — 1737 
l4aw Eeports, Chancery Division, since 1890 («.y. 
[1891] 1 Oh.) 

Law Eeports, Chancery Appeals, 10 vols., 1865 — 1876 
Law Eeports, Chancery Division, 45 vols., 1875 — 1890 
Christopher l^binson’s Eeports, Admiralty, 6 vols.. 
1798—1808 
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ABBRETI 4TIONS. 


Char. Pr. Oas. . , 
Char. Cham. Oas. 
Chit. 

01. & Fin. 

Olay 

Olif. & Pick. 

Olif. & Steph. . . 

Oockb. & Powe . . 
Co, Ent. . . 

Co. Inst. . . 

Co. Litfc. . . 

Co. Pep. . . 

CoU 

Coll. Jurid. 

Colles 

Colt 

Com. 

Com. Oas. 

Com. Dig. 

Comb. 

Con. & Law. 

Cooke & Al. 

Cooke, Pr. Oas. 

Cooke, Pr. Peg. . 

Coop. G. . . 

Coop. Pr. Gas. . . 

Coop, tenip, Brough. 

Coop. temp. Oott. 

Oorb. &B. 

Oouper . . 

Cowp. 

Cox, O. C. 

Cox & Atk. 

Cox, Eq. Cas. . . 
Cox, M. & n. . . 

Or. & J • . • 

Or. & M. . . 


Or. M. & P. 


Or. & Ph. 

Or. App. Pep 
Oraw ftD. 


Charley’s New Practice Peports, 3 vols., 1875 — 1876 
Chewley’s Chamber Oases, 1 vol., 1875 — 1876 
Ohitty’fl Practice Peports, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 
1770—1822 ^ ^ 

Clark and Finnelly’s Peports, House of Liords, 12 
vols., 1831—1846 

Clayton’s Peports and Pleas of Assises at Yorke, 

1 vol., 1631— 1650 

Clifford and Pickards’ Locus StdSidi Peports, 3 vols., 
1873—1884 

Clifford and Stephens’ Locus Standi Peports, 2 vols., 
1867—1872 

Oockbum and Powe’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1833 

Coke’s Entries 

Coke’s Institutes 

Coke on Littleton (1 Inst.) 

Coke’s Peports, 13 parts, 1572 — 1616 
Collyer’s Peports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1844 — 1846 
Collectanea Juridica, 2 vols. 

Colles* Oases in Parliament, 1 vol., 1697 — 1713 
Coltman’s Pegistration Cases, 1 vol., 1879 — 1885 
Comyns’ Peports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas, and 
Excheq^uer, fol., 2 vols., 1695 — 1740 
Commercial Oases, 1 895 — (current) 

Comvns’ Digest 

Comoerbach’s Peports, Being’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 
1685—1698 

Connor and Lawson’s Peports, Chancery (Ireland), 

2 vols., 1841—1843 

Cooke and Alcock’s Peports, King’s Bench (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1833—1834 

Cooke’s Practice Peports, Common Pleas, 1 vol., 
1706—1747^ 

Cooke’s Practical Pegister of the Common Pleas, 
1 vol., 1702—1742 

G. Cooper’s Peports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1792 — 1815 
C. P. Cooper’s Peports, Chancery Practice, 1 vol., 

1837— 1838 

C. P. Cooper’s Cases temp. Brougham, Chancery, 

1 vol., 1833—1834 

C. P. Cooper’s Cases temp. Cottenham, Chancery, 

2 vols., 1846 — 1848 (and miscellaneous earlier cases) 
Corbett and Daniell’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1819 
Couper’s Justiciary Peports (Scotland), 5 vols., 1868 

—1885 

Oowper’s Peports, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 1774 — 
1778 

E. W. Cox’s Criminal Law Cases, 1843 — (current) 

Cox and Atkinson’s Pegistration Appeal Cases, 1 vol., 
1843—1846 

S. C. Cox’s Equity Cases, 2 vols., 1745 — 1797 
Cox, Macrae, and Hertslet’s County Courts Oases and 
Appeals, Yol. L, 1846 — 1852 
Crompton and Jervis’s Peports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 
1830—1832 

Crompton and Meeson’s Peports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 
1832—1834 

Crompton, Meeson, and Posooe’s Peports, Exchequer, 
2 vols., 1834—1835 

Craig and Phillips’ Peports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1840— 
1841 

Cohen’s Criminal Appeal Peports, 1909 (Current). 
Crawford and Dix’s Circuit Cases (Ireland), 3 vols., 

1838 — 1846 



Abbreviations. 
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Craw. & D. Abr. O. . • Crawford and Dix’s Abridged Cases (Ireland), 1 vol., 

1837—1838 

Cress. Insolr. Cos. .. Cresswell’s Insolvency Cases, 1 vol., 1827 — 1829 
Ciipps* Cburcb Cas. . . Cripps* Church and Clergy Oases, 2 parte, 1847 — 1850 

Oro. Car. . . . . Croke’s Reports icmp. Charles I,, lung’s Bench and 

Common Pleas, 1 vol., 1625 — 1641 

Oro. Eliz. . . . . Crokete Reports temp. Elizabeth, King’s Bench and 

Common Pleas, 1 vol., 1582 — 1603 

Oro. Jao. .. .. Croke’s Reports temp. James L, King's Bench and 

Common Pleas, 1 voL, 1603 — 1625 

Cru. Dig. . . . . Cruise’s Digest of the Law of Real Property, 7 vols. 

Gunn. .. .. .. Cunningham’s Reports, Eling’s Bench, foL, 1 vol., 

1734—1735 

Curt. .. .. Curteis’ Ecclesiastical Reports, 3 vols., 1831 — 1844 

Dalr* . . . . . . Daliymple’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

fol., 1 vol., 1698—1720 

Dan. .. .. .. Daniell's Reports, Exchequer in Equity, 1 vol., 1817 

—1823 

Dan. & LI. .. .. Danson and Lloyd’s Mercantile Oases, 1 vol., 1828 — 

1829 

Dav. & Mer. . , . , Davison and Merivale’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 

1 voL, 1843—1844 

Dav. Pat. Cas. .. .. Davies’ Patent Oases, 1 vol., 1785 — 1816 

Dav. It. . . . . . . Davys’ (or Davies’ or Davy's) Reports (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1604—1611 

Day .. .. .. Day’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1802 — 1893 

Dea. & Sw. .. .. Deane and Swabey’s Ecclesiaatioal Reports, 1 vol., 

1855— 1857 

Deac. .. .. .. Deacon’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 4 vols., 1834 — 1840 

Deao. & Oh. . . . . Deacon and Chitty’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 4 vols., 

1832—1835 

Dears. & B. .. Dearsly and Bell’s Crown Cases Reserved, 1 vol., 

1856— 1858 

Dears. C. 0. .. .. Dearsly’s Crown Oases Reserved, 1 vol., 1852 — 1856 

Deas & And. .. .. Deas and Anderson’s Decisions (Scotland), 5 vols., 

1829—1832 

De G. . . . . De Gex’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 1844 — 1848 

De G. F. & J. .. .. De Qex, Fisher, and Jones’s Reports, Chancery, 

4 vols., 1859— 1862 

De G. & J. . . . . De Gex and Jones’s Reports, Chancoiy, 4 vols., 1857 

—1859 

De G. J. & Sm. . . . , De Gex, Jones, and Smith’s Reports, Chancery, 

4 vols., 1862—1865 

De G. M. & G. . . . . De Gex, Macnaghten, and Gordon’s Reports, Chan- 

cery, 8 vols., 1851 — 1857 

De Q, & Sm. .. .. De Gex and Smale’s Reports, Chancery, 5 vols., 1846 

—1852 

Delane .. .. Delane’s Decisions, Revision Courts, 1 voL, 1832 — 

1835 

Den. .. .. Denison’s Crown Oases Reserved, 2 vols., 1844 — 1862 

Dick. Dickens’ Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1559 — 1798 

Dig. . . . . . . Justinian’s Digest or Pandects 

Dul. , . . , • . Dirleton’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

fol., 1 voL, 1665—1677 

Dods. , . . . . Dodson’s Reports, Admiralty, 2 vols., 1811 — 1822 

Donnelly Donnelly’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1836 — 1837 

Doug. El. Cas. Douglas’ Election Oases, 4 vols., 1774 — 1776 

Doug. (k. B.) Douglas’ Reports, King’s Bench, 4 vols., 1778 — 1785 

Dow . . Dow’s Reports,. House of Lords, 6 vols., 1812 — 1818 

Dow & OL Dow and Clark’s Reports, House of Lords, 2 vols., 

1827—1832 

Dow. & L* . . . . Dowling and Lowndes’ Practice Reports, 7 vols., 

1843—1849 
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Abbreviations, 


Dow. & By. (k. b,) 
Dow. & By. (m. a) 
Dow. & By. (n. p.) 
Dowl. 

Dowl. (n. b.) 

Dr. & Wal. 

Dr. & War. 

Drew. 

Drew. & Sm. 

Drinkwater 
Drury temp. Nap. 

Drury temp, Sug. 

Dugd. Orig. 

Dunl. (Ot. of Sess.) 

Dunning . 

Durie 

Dyer 


Dowling and Byland’e Beporta, Elng*s Bencli, 9 vols., 
1822—1827 

Dowling and Byland’s Magistrates* Cases, 4 vols., 
1822—1827 

Dowling and Byland’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 1 part, 
1822—1823 

Dowling’s Practice Beports, 9 vols., 1830 — 1841 

Dowling’s Practice Beports, New Series, 2 vols., 
1841—1843 * 

Drury and Walsh’s Beports, Chancery (Ireland), 
2 vols., 1837—1841 

Drury and Warren’s Beports, Chancery (Ireland), 
4 vols., 1841—1843 

Dre wry’s Beports, Chancery, 4 vols., 1862 — 1859 

Drewry and Smale’s Beports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1839 
—1865 

Drinkwater’s Beports, Common Pleas, 1 vol., 1839 

Drury’s Beports temp, Napier, Chancery (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1858—1869 

Drury’s Beports temp, Sugden, Chancery (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1841—1844 

Dugdale’s Origines Juridiciales 

Dunlop, Court of Session Cases (Scotland), 2nd series, 
24 vols., 1838—1862 

Dunning’s Beports, King’s Bench, 1 vol., 1753 — 
1754 

Durie’ 8 Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), fol., 
1 vol., 1621—1642 

Dyer’s imports. King’s Bench, 3 vols., 1613 — 1581 


E. & B. . . 


E. & E. . . 


E. B. & E. 

Eag. & Y. 
East 

East, P. C. 
Ecc. & Ad. 

Eden 

Edgar 

Edw. 

Elchies . . 

Eng. Pr. Gas. 
Eq. Cas. Abr. 

Eq. Bep. 

Esp. 

Exch. 

Ex. D, . . 


Ellis and Blackburn’s Beports, Queen’s Bench, 
8 vols., 1852—1858 

Ellis and Ellis’s Beports, Queen’s Bench, 8 vols., 
1858—1861 

Ellis, Blackburn, and Ellis’s Beports, Queen’s Bench, 

1 vol., 1858—1860 

Eagle and Younge’s Tithe Cases, 4 vols., 1223 — 1825 
East’s Beports, King’s Bench, 16 vols., 1800 — 1812 
East’s Pleas of the Crown 

Spinks’ Ecclesiastical and Admiralty Beports, 2 vols., 
1853— 1855 

Eden’s Beports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1767 — 1766 
Edgar’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), fol., 
1724—1725 

Edwards* Beports, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1808 — 1812 
Elchies’ Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

2 vols., 1733—1754 

Boscoe’s English Prize Oases, 2 vols., 1745 — 1868 
Abridgment of Cases in Equity, fol., 2 vols., 1667 — 
1744 

Equity Beports, 3 vols., 1853 — 1855 
Espinaese’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 6 vols., 1793 — 1810 
Exchequer Beports (Welsby, Hurlstone, and Gor- 
donX 11 vols., 1847 — 1856 

Law Reports, Exchequer Division, 5 vols., 1876 — 
1880 


F. & P 

F. (Ot. of Sess.) 

Fac. Coll, (with date) 


Foster and Finlason’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 4 vols., 
1856—1867 

Fraser, Ooiirt of Session Oases (Scotland), 5th series, 
1898—1906 

Faculty of Advocates, Collection of Decisions, Court 
of ^ssion (Scotland), fob, Ist and 2nd series, 
21 vols., 1752—1826 
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Pao. OolL (n. s.) (with 
^te) 

Pala 

Pale* & Pitz. 

Ferg. . . / . . 

Fitz-G. . . 

Fitz. Nat. Brev. 

FL & K. 

FonbL • . 

For. 

Forb. 

Fort. De Laud. 

Fortes. Eep. 

Fost. 

Fount. 

Fox & S. Ir. 

Fox & S. Eeg. . . 

Freem. (on.) 

Freem. (k. b.) . . 


Faculty of AdyooateS) Collection of Decisions, Court 
of S^ion (Scotland), New Series, 16 vols., 1825 — 
1841 

Falconer’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
2 vols., foL, 1744—1751 

Falconer and Fitzherbert’s Election Cases, 1 voL, 1835 
—1838 

Ferguson’s Consistorial Decisions (Scotland), 1 vol., 
1811—1817 

Fitz-Gibbons’ Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 
1728—1731 

Fitzherbert’s Natura Brevium 

Flanagan and Kelly’s Reports, Rolls Court (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1840—1842 

Fonblanque’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 2 parts, 1849— 
1852 

Forrest’s Reports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 1800 — 1801 

Forbes’ Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), fol., 
1 vol., 1705— 1713 

Fortescue, De Laudibus Legum Angliee 

Fortescue’a Reports, fol., 1 vol., 1692 — 1736 

Foster’s Crown Cases, 1 vol., 1743 — 17G0 

FoimtainhaU’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 2 vols., 1678—1712 

M. C. Fox and T. B. 0. Smith’s Reports, King’s 
Bench (Ireland), 2 vols., 1822 — 1825 

J. S. Fox and C. L. Smith’s Registration Cases, 
1 vol,, 1886—1895 

Freeman’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1660 — 1706 

Freeman’s Reports, King’s Bench and Common 
Pleas, 1 vol., 1670 — 1704 


Gal. & Dav. 
Gale 

Gib. Cod. 
Giff. 

Gilb. 

Gilb. C. P. 
Gilb. (oh.) 
Gilm. &F 


Gl. & J. . . « . 

Glanv. 

Glanv. El. Cas. . . 
Glascock . . 

Godb 

Gouldsb, . . 

Gow 

Gwill. 


Gale and Davison’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 3 vols. 
1841—1843 

Gale’s Reports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 1835 — 1836 
Gibson’s Codex Juris Ecclesiastici Anglican! 

Giffard’s Reports, Chancery, 6 vols., 1857 — 1865 
Gilbert’s Cases in Law and Equity, 1 vol., 1713 — 
1714 

Gilbert’s History and Practice of the Court of 
Common Pleas 

Gilbert’s Reports, Chancery and Exchequer, fol., 
1 vol., 1706—1726 

Gilmour and Falconer’s Decisions, Court of Session 
(Scotland), 2 parts, Part I. (Gilmour) 1661 — 1666, 
Part n. (Falconer) 1681— 1686 
Glyn and Jameson’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 2 vols., 
1819—1828 

Glanville, De Legibus et Oonsuetudinibus Regni 
An glim 

Gian vine’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1623 — 1624 
Glascock’s Reports (Ireland), 1 vol., 1831 — 1832 
Qodbolt’s Reports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas, 
and Exchequer, 1 vol., 1574 — 1637 
GouldsborougVs Reports, Queen’s Bench and King’s 
Bench, 1 vol., 1586 — 1601 
Gow’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1818 — 1820 
Gwillim’s Tithe Cases, 4 vols., 1224 — 1824 


H. & O. . . 
H. &N. .. 


Hurlstone and Coltman’s Reports, Exchequer, 4 vols., 
1862—1866 

Hurlstone and Norman’s Reports, Exchequer, 7 vols., 
1866—1862 
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Abbreviations. 


n. &Tw. 

H. & W. 

H. L. Gas. 

Hag. Adm. 

Hag. Con. 

Hap. Ecc. 

Hailes 

Hale, 0. L. 

Hale, P. C. 

Har. & Ruth. 

Har. & W. 

Hare. 

Hard 

Hare 

Hawk. P. 0. . . 

Hayes 

Hayes & Jo. 

Hem. & M. 

Het. 

Hob. 

Hodg 

Hog 

Holt (ADM.) 

Holt (eq.) 

Holt (K. B.) 

Holt (n. p.) 

Homo, Ct. of Soss. 

Hop. & Colt. 

Hop. & Ph. 

Horn & H. 

Hov. Siippl, 

Hud. & B. 

Hume 

Hut 

Hy. El 


Hall and Twells’ Reports, Chancery, 2 vole., 1848— 
1850 

Hurlstone and Walmsley’s Reports, Exchequer, 

1 vol., 1840—1841 

Clark’s Reports, House of Lords, 11 vols., 1847 — 1866 
Haggard’s Reports, Admiralty, 3 vols., 1822 — 1838 
Haggard’s Coiisistorial Repoits, 2 vols., 1789 — 1821 
Haggard’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 4 vols., 1827 — 1833 
Hailes’s Decisions, Court Session (Scotland), 

2 vols., 1766—1791 
Hale’s Common Law 

Hale’s Pleas of the Crown, 2 vols. 

Harrison and Rutherfurd’s Reports, Common Pleas, 
1 vol., 1865—1866 

Harrison and Wollaston’s Reports, King’s Bench 
and Bail Court, 2 vols., 1835 — 1836 
Harcarse’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 1 voL, 1681—1691 

Hardres’ Reports, Exchequer, fol.,1 vol., 1655 — 1669 
Hare’s Reports, Chanceiy, 11 vols., 1841 — 1853 
Hawkins’s Pleas of the Crown, 2 vols. 

Hayes’s Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 1 voL, 1830 — 
1832 

Hayes and Jones’s Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1832—1834 

Hemming and Miller’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 

1862— 1865 

Hetley’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1627 — 
1631 

Hobait’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1613 
—1625 

Hodges’ Reports, Common Pleas, 3 vols., 1835 — 
1837 

Hogan’s Reports, Rolls Court (Ireland), 2 vols., 1816 
—1834 

W. Holt’s Rule of the Road Cases, Admiralty, 1 vol., 

1863— 1867 

W. Holt’s Equity Reports, 1 vol., 1845 
Sir John Holt's Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 
1688—1710 

P. Holt’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1815 — 1817 
Home’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 1 vol., 1735—1744 

Hop wood and Coltman’s Registiation Cases, 2 vols., 
1868—1878 

Hopwood and Philbrick’s Registration Cases, 1 vol., 
1863—1867 

Horn and Hurlstone’s Reports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 
1838—1839 

Hovonden’s Supplement to Vesey Jun.’s Reports, 
Chancery, 2 vols., 1753 — 1817 
Hudson and Brooke’s Reports, King’s Bench and 
Exchequer (Ireland), 2 vols., 1827 — 1831 
Hume’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
1 vol,, 1781—1822 

Hutton’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1617 — 
1638 

Henry Blackstone’s Reports, Common Pleaa, 2 vols., 
1788—1796 


I. 0. L. R 
I. Ch. R. 


I. Eq. R. 
LL.R. . 


. . Irish Common Law Reports, 17 vols., 1849 — 1866 
Irish Chance^ ^Reports, 17 vols., 1850 — 1867 
.. Irish Equity Reports, 13 voU., 1838—1851 
.. Irish Law Reports, 13 vols., 1838 — 1851 
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1. L. T. 

I. R. preceded by date) 

L B, a L 

I. B, Eq 

It* Giro. Oaa, 

Ir, Jut. . . 

It, L. Bee. 1st ser. 

Ir. L. Bee. (w. ».) a 

Irv. 


Irish Law Times, 1867— (current) 

Irish Reports, since 1893 {e,g. [1894] 1 1. B.) 

Irish Reports, Common Law, 11 vols., 1866 — 1877 
Irish Reports, Equity, 11 vols., 1866 — 1877 
Ir^ Circuit Oases, 1 voL, 1841 — 1843 
Irish Jurist, 18 vols., 1849 — 1866 
Law Recorder (Ireland) 1st series, 4 vols., 1827— 
1831 

Law Recorder (Ireland) New Series, 6 vole., 1833 — 
1838 

Irvine’s Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 6 vols., 1862 — 
1867 


J. Bridg. 

J. P. 

J. Shaw, Just. 
Jac. 

Jac. & W. 

Jebb, O. O. 

J ebb & B. 

Jebb & S. 

Jenk. 

Jo. & Car. 

Jo. & Lat. 

Jo. Ex. It. 

John. 

John. & H. 
Jur. 

Jur. (n. b.) 
Just, Inst, 


Sir John Bridgman’s Reports, Common Pleas, foL, 
1 vol., 1613—1621 

Justice of the Peace, 1837 — (current) 

J. Shaw’s Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 1 vol., 1848 
—1862 

Jacob’s Re^rts, Chancery, 1 vol., 1821 — 1823 
Jacob and Walker’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1819 
—1821 

Jebb’s Grown Cases Reserved (Ireland), 1 vol., 1822 
—1840 

Jebb and Bourke’s Reports, Queen’s Bench (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1841—1842 

Jebb and Symes’ Reports, Queen’s Bench (Ireland), 

2 vols., 1838—1841 

Jenkins’ Reports, 1 voL, 1220 — 1623 
Jones and Carey’s Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1838- 1839 

Jones and La Touche’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 

3 vols., 1844—1846 

T. Jones’ Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 2 vols., 1834 
—1838 

Johnson’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1868 — 1860 
Johnson and llemming’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 
1860—1862 

Jurist Reports, 18 vols., 1837 — 1854 

Jurist Reports, New Series, 12 vols., 1855 — 1867 

Justinian’s Institutes . 


K & G 

E. & J. . . • • 

K. B. (preceded by date) 

Karnes, Diet. Dec. 

Karnes, Rem. Dec. 

Karnes, t^l. Deo. 

Kay 

Keb. 

Keen 

KeiL 

Kel 

KeLW. 

Keny. 


Keane and Grant’s Registration Cases, 1 vol., 1864 — 
1862 

Kay and Johnson’s Reports, Chancery, 4 vols., 
1853—1858 

Law Reports, King’s Bench Division, since 1900 
{e.g., [1901] 2 K.B.) 

RIames, Dictionary ot Decisions, Court cf Session 
(Scotland), foL, 2 vols., 1640 — 1741 
Karnes, Remarkable Decisions, Court of Session 
(Scotland), 2 vols., 1716— 1752 
Karnes, Select Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
\vol., 1752—1768 

Kay’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1853 — 1864 
Keble’s Iteporie, fol., 3 vols., 1661 — 1677 
Keen’s Re]^rt8, Rolls Court, 2 vols., 1836 — 1838 
Keilwey’s Reports, King’s Bench, foL, 1 vol., 1327 — 
1578 

Sir John Kelyng’s Reports, Crown Cases, foL, 1 vol., 
1662—1707 

W. Keiynge’s Reports, fol*, 1 vol., Chancery, 1730 — 
1732; King’s Bench, fob, 1731—1734 
Kenyon’s Notes of Cases, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 
1763—1769 
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Keny. (oH.) • • . . Chancery Casee in Vol. H. of Kenyon’s Notes of 

Cases, 1763— 1754 

Kilkerran •. .. Kilkerran’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

fol., 1 voL, 1738—1752 

Elnapp . . , . , . Knapp’s Reports, Privy Council, 3 vole., 1829 — 1836 

Kn. & Omb. . • • . Knapp and Ombler’s JSlection Cases, 1 vol., 1834 — 

1835 

L. A. . . . . . . Lord Advocate. ^ 

L. & G. temp. Plunk. . . Lloyd and Goold’s Reports temp. Plunkett, Chancery 

(Ireland), 1 vol., 1834—1839 

L. & G. temp. Sugd. . , Ll(wd and Goold’s Reports temp. Sugden, Chancery 

(Ireland), 1 vol., 1835 

L. & Welsh. . . . . Lloyd and Welsby’s Commercial and Mercantile 

Oases, 1 vol., 1829 — 1830 

L. G. R. . . . . . . Local Government Reports, 1902 — (current) 

L. J. . . . . . . Law Journal, 1866 — (current) 

L. J. (ADM.) . . . . Law Journal, Admiralty, 1865 — 1875 

L. J. (boy.) .. .. Law Journal, Bankruptcy, 1832 — 1880 

L. J. (oh.) .. .. Law Journal, Chancery, 1822 — (current) 

L. J. (o. P.) . . . . Law Journal, Common Pleas, 1822 — 1875 

L. J. (bool.) . . . . Law Journal, Ecclesiastical Cases, 1866 — 1876 

L. J. (EX.) . . . . Law Journal, Exchequer, 1830 — 1875 

L. J. (ex. eq.) . . . . Law Journal, Exchequer in Equity, 1835 — 1841 

L. J. (K. B. or Q. B.) .. Law Journal, King’s Bench or Queen’s Bench, 

1822 — (current) 

L. J. (m. o.) . . . . Law Journal, Magistrates’ Cases, 1826 — 1896 

L. J. N. 0. . . . . Law Journal, Notes of Cases, 1866 — 1892 (from 1893, 

see Law Journal) 

L. J. (o. B.) . . . . Law Journal, Old Series, 10 vols., 1823 — 1831 

L. J. (P.). . . . . . Law Journal, Probate, Divorce and Admiralty, 1875 

— (current) 

L. J. (P. & M.) . . . , Law Journal, Probate and Matrimonial Cases, 1858 — 

1859, 1866—1875 

L. J. (P. 0.) . . . . Law Journal, Privy Council, 1865 — (current) 

L. J. (P. M. & A.) . . Law Journal, Probate, Matiimonial and Admiralty, 

1860—1865 

L. M. & P. . . . . Lowndes, Maxwell, and Pollock’s Reports, Bail 

Court and Practice, 2 vols., 1850 — 1851 
L. R. . . . . . . Law Reports 

L. R. A. & E. . . . . Law Reports, Admiralty and Ecclesiastical Cases, 

4 vols,, 1865—1875 

L. R. C. C. R. . . , . Law Reports, Crown Cases Reserved, 2 vols., 1865— 

1876 

L. R. C. P, .. . . Law Reports, Common Pleas, 10 vols., 1865 — 1875 

L. R. Eq. . , . . Law Reports, Equity Cases, 20 vols., 1865 — 1875 

L. R. Exoh. . . , . Law Reports, Exchequer, 10 vols., 1865 — 1875 

L. R* H. L. . . . . Law Reports, English and Irish Appeals and Peerage 

Claims, House of Lords, 7 vols., 1866 — 1875 
L. R. Ind. App. . . Law Reports, Indian Appeals, Privy Council, 1873 — 

(current) 

L. R. Ind. App. Supp. Law Reports, Indian Appeals, Privy Council, 
Vol. Supplementary Voli^ne, 1872 — 1873 

L. R. Ir. . . . , . . Law Reports (Ireland), Chancery and Common Law, 

32 vols., 1877—1893 

L. R. P. 0. . . . . Law Reports, Privy Council, 6 vols., 1865 — 1875 

L. R. P. & D ,, .. Law Reports, Probate and Divorce, 3 vols., 1866— 

1875 

L. R. Q. B. . . . . Law Reports, Queen’s Bench, 10 vols., 1865 — 1876 

L. R. Sc. & Div. . . Law Reports, Scotch and Divorce Appeals, House 

of Lor^, 2 vols., 1866 — 1876 

L. T. .. Law Times Reports, 1869 — (current) 

L. T. Jo. .. ,, Law Times Newspaper, 1843— (current) 

L. T. (o. s.) •• Law Times Reports, Old Series, 34 vol&, 1843 — 1860 



Abbreviations. 


xzrv 


Lane « • • • 

Lat. 

Laws. Reg. Cas. 
Ld. Raym* . • 

Leacli . • . • 

Lee 

Lee temp* Hard. 
Le. & Ca, 

Leon. 

Lev. 

Lew. 0. 0. 

Ley 

Lib. Ass. 

Lilly 

Litt. 

Lofft 

Long. & T. 

Lud. E. O. 
Lumley, P. L. 0. 
Lush. 

Lut. 

Lut. Reg. Cas. . . 
Lynd. 


Lane’s Reports, Exchequer, fol., 1 voL, 1606 — 1611 
. , Latch’s Rej^rts, King’s ^noh, fol., 1 voL, 1626—1628 
. . Lawson’s Registration Cases, 1886 — (current) 

, . Lord Raymond’s Reports, King’s Bench and Common 
Pleas, 3 vols., 1694 — 1732 
, . Leach’s Crown Oases, 2 vols., 1730—1814 
, . Sir Q. Lee’s Ecclesiastical Judgments, 2 vols., 1752 — 
^ 1758 

. , T. Lee’s Cases femp. Hardwicke, King’s Bench, 1 voL, 
1733—1738 

. . Leigh and Cave’s Crown Cases Reserved, 1 vol., 1861 
—1865 

,, Leonard’s Reports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas 
and Exchequer, fol., 4 parts, 1552 — 1615 
. . Levin z’s Reports, Eling’s Bench and Common Pleas, 
fol., 3 vols., 1660—1696 

. . Le win’s Crown Cases on the Northern Circuit, 
2 vols., 1822—1838 

. , Ley’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1608 — 1629 
. . Liber Assisarum, x^ear Books, 1 — 61 Edw. III. 

. , Lilly’s Reports and Pleadings of Cases in Assize, fol., 
1 vol. 

. . Littleton’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1627 
—1631 

. . LofPt’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1772 — 1774 
, , Longfield and Townsend’s Reports, Exchequer (Ire- 
land), 1 vol., 1841 — 1842 
. . Luders’ Election Cases, 3 vols., 1784 — 1787 
. , Lumiey’s Poor Law Cases, 2 vols., 1834 — 1842 
. . Lushington’s Reports, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1859 — 1862 
. . Sir E. Lutwyche’s Entries and Reports, Common 
Pleas, 2 vols., 1682—1704 

.. A. J. Lutwyche’s Registration Cases, 2 vols., 1843 — 
1853 

. . Lyndwood, Provinciole, fol., 1 vol. 


M. & S 

M. & W. . . 

Mac. & G. 

Mac. <& H. . . 

M‘Cle 

M‘01e. & Yo. . , 

Macfarlane 

Mad. & Rob. • . . 

Maeph. (Gt. of Sess.) 

Macq. 

Macr. 

Madd 

Madd. & G. 

Madox 

Madox, Exch. . . 
Man. & G. 


Maule and Selwyn’s Reports, King’s Bench, 6 vols., 
1813—1817 

Meeson and Welsby’s Reports, Exchequer, 16 vols., 
1836—1847 

Macnaghten and Gordon’s Reports, Chancery, 3 vols., 
1849—1852 

Macrae and Hertslet’s Insolvency Oases, 1 vol., 
1847—1852 

M^Oleland’s Reports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 1824 

M'Cleland and xounge’s Reports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 
1824—1825 

Macfarlane’s Jury Trials, Court of Session (Scotland), 
3 parts, 1838 — 1839 

Maclean and Robinson’s Scotch Appeals (House of 
Lords), 1 vol., 1839 

Maepherson, Court of Session (Scotland), 3rd series, 
11 vols., 1862-^1873 

Maoqueen’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 4 vols., 
1849—1866 

Macrory’s Patent Cases, 2 parts, 1847 — 1866 

Maddock’s Reports, Chancery, 6 vols., 1816 — 1821 

Maddock and Geldart’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 
1819—1822 (Vol. VI. of Madd.) 

Madox’s Eormulare Anglicanum 

Madox’s History and i^tiquities of the Exchequer, 
2 vols. 

Manning and Granger’s Reports, Common Pleas, 
7 vols., 1840—1845 
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Abbreviations. 


Man. & By. (k. b.) 
Man. & By. (m. c.) 
Mans. 


Mar. L. 0. 


March 


Marr. 
Marsh. . . 

Mayn. 


Meg. 

Mer. 

Milw. 


Mod. Bep. 

Mol. 

Mont. 

Mont. & A. 

Mont. & B. 

Mont. & Ch. 

Mont. D. & De G. 

Mont. & M. 


Moo. P. C. C. . . 
Moo. P. 0. 0. (N. 8.) 


Moo. Ind. App. 

Moo. & P. 

Moo. St S. 

Mood. & M. 

Mood. & B. 

Mood. 0. 0. 
Moore (k. b.) 

Moore (o. p.) 

Mor. Diet. 


Morr. 

Mos. 

Murp. & H. 


Murr. 

My. & Op. 
My. & K. 


Manning and Byland’s Beports, King’s Bench, 
6 vols., 1827—1630 

Manning and Byland’s Magistrates’ Oases, 3 vols., 
1827—1830 

Manson’s Bankruptcy and Oompany Oases, 1893 — 
(current) 

Maritime Liaw Reports (Orookford), 3 vols., 1860 — 
1871 • 

March’s Beports, King’s Bench and Common Pleas, 
1 voL, 1639—1642 

Marriott’s Decisions, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1776 — 1779 
Marshall’s Beports, Common Pleas, 2 vols., 1813 — 
1816 

Maynard’s Beports, Exchequer Memoranda of Edw. 
I. and Year Books of Edw. II., Year Books, Part I., 
1273—1326 

Megone’s Companies Acts Oases, 2 vols., 1889 — 1891 
Merivale’s Beports, Chancery, 3 vols., 1815 — 1817 
Mil ward’s Ecclesiastical Beports (Ireland), 1 vol., 1819 
—1843 

Modem Beports, 12 vols., 1669 — 1755 
Molloy’s Beports, Chancery (Ireland), 3 vols., 1808 — 
1831 

Montagu’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 1829 — 1832 
Montagu and Ayrton’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 3 vols., 
1832—1838 

Montagu and Bligh’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 
1832—1833 

Montagu and Chitty’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 1 voL, 
1838—1840 

Montagu, Deacon, and De Gex’s Beports, Bank- 
ruptcy, 3 vols., 1840 — 1844 
Montagu and Macarthux’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 
1 vol., 1826—1830 

Moore’s Privy Council Cases, 15 vols., 1836 — 1863 
Moore’s Privy Council Cases, New Series, 9 vols., 
1862—1873 

Moore’s Indian Appeal Cases, Privy Council, 14 vols., 

1836 — 1872 

Moore and Payne’s Beports, Common Pleas, 5 vols., 
1827—1831 

Moore and Scott’s Beports, Common Pleas, 4 vols., 
1831—1834 

Moody and Malkin’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1826 
—1830 

Moody and Bobinson’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 2 vols., 
1830—1844 

Moody’s Crown Cases Beserved, 2 vols., 1824— 1844 
Sir F. Moore’s Beports, Bang’s Bench, fol., 1 vol,, 
1485—1620 

J. B. Moore’s Beports, Common Pleas, 12 vols., 1817 
— 182J 

Morison’s Dictionary of Decisions, Court of Session 
(Scotland), 43 vols., 1632 — 1808 
Morrell’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 10 vols., 1884 — 1893 
Moseley’s Be^rts, Chancery, fol., 1 vol,, 1726 — 1730 
Murphy and Hurlstone’s Beports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 

1837 

Murray’s Beports, Jury Court (Scotland), 5 vols., 
1816—1830 

Mylne and Craig’s Beports, Chancery, 6 vols., 1835 
—1841 

Mylne and Keen’s Beports, Chanoery, 3 vols., 1632 
—1835 



Abbreviations. 
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NelB 

Nev. ft M. (K. B.) 

N«v. ft M. (m. a) 

Nev. ft P. (k. b.) 

Nev. ft P. (m. a) 

New Mag. Oas. . . 

New Praot, Oas. 

New Bep. 

New Sess. Gas. . . 

Nolan 

Notes of Oases . . 
Noy 


.. Nelson's Beports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1625 — 1692 

. , Nevilo and Manning’s Bewrts, King's Bendi, 6 vols., 
1832—1836 

« . Nevile and Manning’s Magistrates’ Oases, 3 vols., 
1832—1836 

, . Nevile and Perry’s Beports, King’s Bench, 3 vols., 
1836—1838 

. Nevile and Perry’s Magistrates’ Oases, 1 vol., 1836 — 

• 1837 

. . New Magistrates’ Oases (Bittleston, Wise and 
ParnellJ, 2 vols., 1844 — 1848 

.. New Practice Oases (Bittleston and Wise), 3 vols., 
1844—1848 

, , New Reports, 6 vols., 1862 — 1865 

. . New Sessions Magistrates’ Oases (Oarrow, Hamer- 
ton, Allen, etc.), 4 vols., 1844 — 1851 

.. Nolan’s Magistrates’ Cases, 1 vol., 1791 — 1793 

, . Notes of Cases in the Ecclesiastical and Maritime 
Courts, 7 vols., 1841 — 1850 

. . Noy’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 voL, 1558 — 1649 


O. Bridg. 
O’M. & H. 
Owen 


Sir Orlando Bridgman’s Beports, Common Pleas, 
1 vol., 1660—1666 

O’Malley and Hardcastle’s Election Oases, 1869— 
(current) 

Owen’s Beports, King’s Bench and Common Pleas, 
foL, 1 vol., 1557—1614 


P. (preceded by date) . . 

P. D 

P. Wms. . . 

Palm. 

Park. 

Pat. App. 

Pater. App 
Peake 

Peake, Add. Oas. 

Peck. 

Per. ft Dav. 

Per. & Kn. 

Ph. .. ... 

Phil. El, Oas. 

Phillim. . . 

Phillim. Eccl. J u(L 

Pig. & B. 

ntc. •• •• 

Plowd. 

PoJh 

Poph. •• •• 


Law Beports, Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Divi- 
sion, since 1890 (e.^., [1891] P.) 

Law Reports, Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Divi- 
sion, 15 vols., 1875 — 1890 

Peere Williams’ Beports, Chancery and Bang’s 
Bench, 3 vols,, 1695 — 1735 
Palmer’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1619 — 
1629 

Parker’s Beports, Exchequer, fol., 1 vol., 1743 — 
1766 

Patou’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 6 vols., 
1726—1822 

Paterson’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 2 vols., 
1851—1873 

Peake’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1790 — 1794 
Peake’s Adiditional Oases, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1795 — 
1812 

Peckwell’s Election Cases, 2 vols., 1803 — 1804 
Perry and Davison’s Beports, Queen’s Bench, 4 vols., 
1838—1841 

Pe]^ and Knapp’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1833 
Phillips* Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1841 — 1849 
Philipps’ Election Cases, 1 vol., 1780 
J. Phillimore’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 3 vols., 1764 — 
1821 

Sir B. Phillf more’s Ecclesiastical J udgments, 1 vol., 
1867—1875 

Pigott and Rodwell’s Registration Cases, 1 vol., 1843 
—1845 

Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials (Scotland), 3 vols., 1488 — 
1624 

Plowden’s Reports, fol., 2 vols., 1556 — 1579 
Pollexfen’s Beports, King’s Bench, foL, 1 vol. 1670 
—1682 

Popham’s Reports, King’s Bench, foL, 1 vol., 1591— 
1627 
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Abbesyiations^ 


Pow. E. & D Power, Eodwell, and Dew’s Election Oases, 2 yols , 

1848—1856 

Prec. Oh, Precedents in Clianoery, foL, 1 vol., 1689—1722 

Price Price’s Eeports, Exchequer, 13 vols., 1814—1824 

Q, B Queen’s Bench Eeports (Adolphus and Ellis, New 

Series), 18 vols., 1841 — 1852 

Q. B. (preceded by date) Law Eeports, Queen’s Bench Division, 1891 — 1901 

(c.y„ [1891] 1 Q. B.) 

Q. B. D Law Eeports, Queen’s Bench Division, 25 vols., 

1875—1890 

E. .. .. .. The Eeports, 15 vols., 1893 — 1895 

E. (Ot. of Sess.) . , . . Eettie, Court of Session Cases (Scotland), 4th series, 

25 vols., 1873—1898 

R. P. 0. . . . , . . Eeports of Patent Cases, 1884 — (current) 

E, E. . . . . . . Eevised Eeports 

E. S. 0. . . . . . . Eules of the Supreme Court 

East. . . . . . . Eastell’s Entries 

Eayn. . . . . . . Eayner’s Tithe Cases, 3 vols., 1575 — 1782 

Real Prop. Cas. . . . . Eeal Property Cases, 2 vols., 1843 — 1847 

^p, Ch. . . . . . . Eeports in Chancery, fol., 3 vols., 1615 — 1710 

Rick. & M. , . . . Eickards and Michael’s Locus Standi Eeports, 1 vol., 

1885—1889 

Pick. & S. . , . . Eickards and Saunders’ Locus Standi Eeports, 1 vol., 

1890—1894 

Eidg. Ump, n. . . . . Eidgeway’s Eeports, temp, Ilardwicke, 1 vol., King’s 

Bench, 1733—1736; Chancery, 1744—1746. 

Eidg. L. & S. . . . . Eidgeway, Lapp, and Schoales’ Eeports (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1793—1795 

Eidg. Pari. Eep. . . Eidgeway’s Parliamentary Eeports (Ireland), 3 vols., 

1784—1796 

Eob. Eccl. . , . . Robertson’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 2 vols., 1844 — 1853 

Bob. L. & W. . . . . Roberts, Leeming, and Wallis’ New County Court 

Cases, 1 vol., 1849 — 1851 

Robert, App. . . . , Robertson’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 1 vol., 

1709—1727 

Robin. App. . , . . Robinson’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 2 vols., 

1840—1841 

Roll. Abr. . . . . Eolle’s Abridgment of the Common Law, fol., 2 vols. 

Roll. Eep. , , , . Eolle’s Eeports, King’s Bench, fol., 2 vols., 1614 — 1625 

Eom. .. . Eomilly’s Notes of Cases in Equity, 1 part, 1772 — 

1787 

Rose .. ,, .. Rose’s Eeports, Bankruptcy, 2 vols., 1810 — 1816 

Ross, L. O. . . . , Ross’s Leading Cases in Commercial Law (England 

and Scotland), 3 vols. 

Eowe . . , , . . Rowe’s Eeports (England and Ireland), 1 vol., 1798 — 

1823 

Rul. Cas. . . . . Campbell’s Ruling Cases, 25 vols. 

Russ. .. .. .. Russell’s Reports, Chancery, 5 vols., 1824 — 1829 

Euss. & M. . , . , Russell and Mylne’s Eeports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1829 

—1833 

Euss. & Ey. . . . . Russell and Ryan’s (h:own Cases Reserved, 1 vol., 

1800—1823 

Ry. & Can. Cas. . . Railway and Canal Cases, 7 vols., 1835 — 1854 

Ey. & Can. Tr. Cas. . . Railway and Canal Traffic Cases, 1855 — (current) 

Ey. & M. . . , , Ryan and Moody’s Eeports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1823 

—1826 

S. 0. . . . . . . Same Case 

S. 0. (preceded by date) Court of Session Oases (Scotland), since 1906 (e,g,, 

[1908] S. 0.) 

S.-G. . . . , . , Solicitor-General 

Salku .. Salkeld’s Eeports, King’s Bench, 3 vols., 1689 — 1712 
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Sau. dk So. 

Saund. . . 

Saund. & A. 

Satmd. & B. 

Saund. AO. • . 

Saund. AM. 


Sav. 

Say. 

Sc. Jur. . . 
Sc. L. B. 
Sch. A Lef. 

So. B. B. . . 

Scott 

Scott (n. r.) 
Sea. A Sm. 


Sel. Oas. Oh. 

Sees. Oas. (k. b.) 

Sh. A Mad. 

Sh. (Ot. of Sees.) 

Sh. Dig 

Sh. J ust. . . 

Sh. Sc. App. 

Sh. Teind Ot. . . 

Shep. Touch. 
Show. 

Show. Pari. Cas. 
Sid 

Sim. 

Sim. (n. s.) - . . 

Sim. A St. 

Skin. 

Sm. A Bat. 

Sm. AG... 

Smith, K. B. 

Smith, L. 0. . . 

Smith, Beg. Oas. 
Smythe . . . • 


.. SauBse and Scully’s Reports, Bolls Oourt (Ireland!. 

1 vol., 1837—1840 ' 

. . Saunders’s Beports, King’s Bench, 2 vols. , 1 666 — 1672 
. . Saunders and Austin’s Locus Standi Beports, 2 vols.. 

1895—1904 

. . Saunders and Bidder’s Locus Standi Beports, 1905 — 
(current) 

R Saunders and Oole’s Beports, Bail Oourt, 2 vols., 1846 
—1848 

, . Saunders and Macrae’s County Courts and Insolvency 
Oases (County Courts Oases and Appeals, Vols. fl, 
and III.), 2 vols., 1852 — 1858 
Savile’s Beports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1580 — 
1691 

Bayer’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1761 — 
1756 

, . Scottish Jurist, 46 vols., 1829 — 1873 
.. Scottish Law Importer, 1865 — (current) 

Schoales and L^oy’s Beports, Chancery (Ireland), 

2 vole., 1802—1806 
. , Scots Revised Beports 

. . Scott’s Beports, Common Pleas, 8 vols., 1834 — 1840 
. . Scott’s New Beports, Common Pleas, 8 vols., 1840 — 
1845 

. . Searle and Smith’s Beports, Probate and Divorce, 
1 vol., 1859—1860 

Select Ceases in Chancery, fol., 1 voL, 1685 — 1698 
(Pt. m. of Cas. in Ch.) 

. . Sessions Settlement Cases, King’s Bench, 2 vols,, 
1710—1747 

. . Shaw and Maclean’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 
3vol8., 1836—1838 

. . Shaw, Oourt of Session Cases (Scotland), let series, 
16 vols., 1821—1838 

. . P. Shaw’s Digest of Decisions (Scotland), ed. by Bell 
and Lamond, 3 vols, 1726 — 1868 
. . P. Shaw’s Justiciary Decisions (Scotland), 1 vol., 
1819—1831 

. . P. Shaw’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 2 vols., 
1821—1824 

. . P, Shaw’s Teind Court Decisions (Scotland), 1 vol., 
1821—1831 

Sheppard’s Touchstone of Common Assurances 
. . Shower’s Bepoits, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 1678 — 1696 
. . Shower’s Cases in Parliament, fol., 1 vol., 1694 — 1699 
. . Siderfin’s Reports, Eing’s Bench, Common Pleas, 
and Exchequer, fol., 2 vols., 1657 — 1670 
., Simons’ Reports, Chancery, 17 vols., 1826 — 1852 
, . Simons’ Beports, Chancery, New Series, 2 vols., 
1860—1852 

. . Simons and Stuart’s Beports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1822 
—1826 

.. Skinner’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1681 — 
1697 

. . Smith and Batty’s Beports, King’s Bench (Heland), 

1 vol., 1824—1825 

. . Smale and Giffard’s Beports, Chancery, 3 vols., 1852 
—1858 

. . J. P, Smith’s Beports, King’s Bench, 3 vols., 1803 — 
1806 

, . Smith’s Leading Cases, 2 vols. 

, . C. L. Smith’s Registration Cases, 1896 — (current) 

. . Smythe’s Beports, Common Pleas (Ireland), 1 voL, 
1839—1840 
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Sol. Jo 

Spinks 
Stair Bep. 

Stark. 

State Tn . . 

State Tr. (n. s.) . . 
Stra. 

Stu. M. & P 

Sty 

Sw. 

Sw. & Tr. 

Swan. 

Swin. 

Syme 


T. & M 

T. Jo 

T. L. E 

T. Eaym. 

Taml. 

Taunt. 

Tax Cas. . . 

Term Eep. 

Toth. 

Trist. 

Tudor, L, 0. Merc. Law 

Tudor, L. 0. Eeal Prop. . 
Turn. & E. 

Tyr 

Tyr. & Gr. 


Vaugh. . . 
Vent. 

Vern. 

Vern. & Scr. 
Yes. 

Vea & B. 

Ves. Sen. 
Yin. Abr. 
Yin. Supp. 


W. Jo 

W. N. (preceded by date) 


Abbreviations. 

Solicitors’ Journal, 1856 — (current) 

Spinks’ Prize Court Oases, 2 parte, 1854 — 1856 
Stair’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), fol., 
2 vols., 1661—1681 

Starkie’s Eeporte, Nisi Prius, 3 vols., 1814 — 1823 
State Trials, 34 vols., 1163 — 1820 
State Trials, New Series, 8 vols., 1820 — 1858 
Strange’s Eeporte, 2 vols., 17K5 — 1747 
Stuart, Milne, and Peddie’s Eeporte (Scotland), 
2 vols., 1851—1853 

Style’s Eeporte, King’s Bench, foL, 1 vol., 1646 — 
1655 

Swabey’s E^orts, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1855 — 1859 
Swabey andlhristram’s Eeporte, Probate and Divorce, 
4 vols., 1868 — 1865 

Swanston’s Eeporte, Chancery, 3 vols., 1818 — 1821 
S win ton’s Justiciary Eeports (Scotland), 2 vols., 1835 
—1841 

Syme’s Justiciary Eeporte (Scotland), 1 vol., 1826 — 
1829 

Temple and Mew’s Criminal Appeal Cases, 1 vol., 
1848—1851 

Sir T. Jones’s Eeporte, King’s Bench and Common 
Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1669—1684 
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(65) Great Yarmouth - 164 

(665 Guildford ---•••••• 166 
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(67) Hartlepool - 

(68) Harwich - 

(69) Hastings - 

(70) Haverfordwest 

(71) Hedon 

(72) Helston 

(78) Hereford - 
(74) Hertford • 

(76) Huntingdon 

(76) Hythe 

(77) Ipswich 
?78) Kingston-upon-Hull 

(79) Kingston-on-Thames 

(80) Kirkby-in-Kendal 
Lancaster - 
Launceston - 
Leicester 
Leominster - 
Lichfield - 
Lincoln 
Liskeard 

(88) Liverpool - 

(89) Llandovery 

(90) London 

(91) Ludlow 

(92) Lyme Regis 

(93) Lynn or King’s Ly; 

(94) Macclesfield 

(95) Maidenhead 

(96) Maidstone - 

(97) Maldon 

(98) Marlborough 

(99) Monmouth - 

(100) Neath 

(101) Newark 
n02) Newbury - 

(103) Newcastle-under-Lyme 

(104) Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
(106) Newport (Isle of Wight) 

(106) Newport (Monmouth) 

(107) Northampton 

(108) Norwich 

(109) Nottingham 

(110) Oswestry - 

(111) Oxford University 

(112) Oxford City 

(113) Pembroke - 

(114) Penryn 
(116) Pensance - 

(116) Peterborough 

(117) Plymouth - 

(118) Pontefract - 

(119) Poole - 

(120) Portsmouth- 

(121) Preston 

(122) Ramsey (Huntingdonshire) 
(128) Beading - 
(124) Retford (Bast) 

(128) Richmond (Yoiks) 

(126) Ripon 

(127) Rochester • 

(128) Roms^ 

(129) Ruthin 

(180) Rye - 

(181) St Albans . 

(182) St Ives (Cornwall} 


- 166 

- 165 

- 166 
• 166 

- 167 

- 167 

- 167 
• 168 

- 168 
- 168 

- 169 

- 169 

- 170 

. 171 

- 171 

- 171 

- 171 

. 172 

- 172 

- 172 

- 173 

- 173 

- 176 

- 176 

- 179 

- 179 

- 179 

- 180 
• 180 
• 181 
- 181 
- 182 
- 182 
- 182 
- 182 

• 183 

- 183 

- 184 

- 184 

- 185 

- 186 

- 185 

- 186 

- 187 

- 187 

- 189 

• 189 

. 189 

. 190 

• 190 

. 191 

• 191 

• 191 

• 192 

. 192 

- 193 

. 193 

. 193 

• 193 

- 194 

- 194 

. 196 

- 196 

• 196 

• 196 

- 196 
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(1S8) SafEzon Walden *••• ••••!] 

(184) Salford Hundred II 

(186) Salisbury II 

(186) Sandwich - 2< 

(137) Scarborough S( 

(138) Shaftesbury • 2( 

(139) Shrewsbury 2( 

(140) Southampton 2( 

(141) South Molton 2( 

(142) Southwark 2( 

(143) South wold 2( 

(144) Stafford 2( 

(146) Stamford 2( 

(146) Stannaries Court 2( 

(147) Stockport 2( 

(148) Stratford-on-Avon 2( 

(149) Sudbury 2( 

(160) Swansea 2( 

(161) Tamworth -.•2( 

(162) Tenby 2( 

(163) Tenterden 2C 

(164) Tewkesbury - -20 

(166) Thetford 2C 

(166) Tiverton 2C 

(167) Torrington, Great 2C 

(168) Totnes 2C 

(169) Truro 20 

(160) Wallingford 20 

(161) Walsall 20 

(162) Warwick 20 

(163) Wells 20 

(164) Welshpool 21 

(166) Wenlock, Much 21 

(166) Weymouth 21 

(167) Wigan 21 

(168) Winchester City ----....21 

(169) The Bishop's Liberty of the Soke of Wmchcbici • - 21 

(170) Windsor 21 

(171) Worcester 21 

(172) York 


iiiT XVni. HUNDEED AND MANORIAL COURTS - - - 214 

Sect. 1. Hundred Courts ------- 214 

Sect. 2. Manorial Courts - - - - - - -216 

Sub-sect,* 1. In General ------- 216 

Sub-sect. 2. The Court Leet ------ 216 

Sub-sect. 3. The Court Baron ------ 216 

Sub-sect. 4. The Customary Court - - - - - 216 

Sub-sect. 6. Courts of Ancient Demesne - . - - 217 

Part XIX. JUDICIAL COMMISSIONERS 217 

Sect. 1. The Railway and Canal Commission - - - 217 

Sub-sect. 1. CJonstitution and Judges ----- 217 
Sub-sect. 2. Jurisdiction ------- 218 

Sect. 2. The Land Tax Commission ----- 219 

Sect. 3. Income Tax Commissioners ..... 219 

Sect, 4. Oommissionebs oe Sewebs ------ 220 

Sub'Sect. 1. Constitution ------- 220 

Sub-sect. 2. Jurisdiction ------- 221 

Sect. 6. Board of Aobicultube and Fisheries • - - 222 



8 


Courts. 


Eeanlng of 
**<x>urt,** 


For Archidiaccnal CourU - 
Audience Court of York 
Board of Trade Inquiriee - 
Chancery Court of York 
ChildrerCe Courte 


Cinque PeyrU Court of Admiralty - 
Colonial Courts - - - - 

Comptroller Oeneral of Patents - 
Consistory Court - - - 

Consular Courts^ - - - 

Coroners' Courts - - - 

County Courts - - - - 

Court of Arches - - - 

Court of Audience of Canterbury - 
Court of Commissaries 
Court of Faculties - - - 

Diocesan Courts - - - - 1 

Ecclesiastical Courts - - 

Gas Examiners - - - - 

Law Officers - - - - 

Licensing Authorities - - - 

Local Government Board Inquiries 
London Building Acts ^ Tribunal of 
Appeal under - - - - 

Mayor's Courts London 
Merchant Shipping Act, Courts 
under - - - - - 

Practice of the Supreme Court 
Prize Courts - - - - 

Revising Barristers* Courts - 
Vicar^GeneraVs Court 


See title Eoolesiastioal Law. 

„ Eoolesiastioal Law. 

„ SHippiNa AKD Navigation. 

„ Eoolesiastioal Law. 

„ Oeiminal Law and Pro- 

OEDDRE ; Infants and 

Children; Magistrates. 

„ Admiralty. 

„ Depbndenoies and Colonies. 
„ Patents and Inventions. 

,, Eoolesiastical Law. 

,, CoNSTiTirrioNAL Law. 

„ Coroners. 

„ Admiralty; County Courts. 


, Eoolesiastioal Law. 


Metropolis. 

Constitutional Law ; 

Patents and Inventions. 
Intoxicating Liquors. 

Local Government. 

Metropolis. 

Mayor’s Court, London. 

Shipping and Navigation. 
Practice and Procedure. 
Admiralty; Prize Law and 
Jurisdiction. 

Elections. 

Ecclesiastical Law. 


Part I. — Introductory. 

Sect. 1. — The Nature of Courts. 

Sub-Seot. 1 . — Definition . 

1. The term ** court” (a) has {inter alia) the original meaning 
of the King’s Palace, and has acquired the meaning of the place 
where justice is administered, and thence again the meaning of the 
persons who exercise judicial functions under authority derived 
either immediately or mediately from the King. All tribunals, 
however, are not courts, in the sense in which the term is here 

(a) “Court (Curia) signifies the King’s palace, or mansion, and is more 
especially the place where justice is judicially administered ” (Jacob, Law Dio- 
tiona:^, sub voce Court). “ Court est diversment prise, ascun soits p le meason 
ou le Eoy est present ove son ordinary attendants ; et auxy le lieu ou justice est 
judidalment niinistre.” “Court is diversely taken, sometimes for the house 
where the King remains with his ordinary retinue ; and also the place where 
justice is judicially ministered ” (Termes dela Le^sub voce Court). “ Oouil;, 
Latin oohort-em, ^tem ... at an early date the JPrenoh word appears to have 
been associated with Latin curta, and hence apparently the series of senses under 
branches HL and lY., in which curia is the regular medieval Latin equivalent 
• . . nL an assembly held by the sovereign . . . IV. a court of judicature, 
of law, or of administration. 10. Applied to Parliament . . . 11. An assembly 
of jud^ or other persons legally appoined and acting as a tribunal to hear and 
datermine any cause, dvil, eodesiastioal, military, or naval ” (New English 
DieUcuaryt VoL IL, pp. 1090, 1091). 
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^ployed, namely, to denote such tribunals as exercise jurisdiction 
er persons by reason of the sanction of the law, and not merely 
^ reason of voluntary submission to such jurisdiction. Thus, 
bitrators, committees of clubs, and the like, although they may 
I tribunals exercising judicial functions, are not “courts'' in this 
nse of that term. On the other hand, a tribunal may be a court 
the strict sense of the term although the chief part of its duties 
not judicial. Parliament is a court Its duties as a whole are 
diberative and legislative, the judicial duties are only partial. A 
mrt of investigation, like the coroner’s court, is a court The 
stinction appears to be not so much whether the particular 
ibunal is a court of justice,* but whether it is a court in law(i). 
.‘any bodies are not courts, although they have to decide questions, 
ad in so doing have to act judicially, in the sense that the pro- 
jedings must be conducted with fairness and impartiality, such as 
isessment committees, boards of guardians, the benchers of the 
ans of Court when considering the conduct of one of their members, 
r the General Medical Council when considering questions affecting 
le position of a medical man(c). A meeting of a county council for 
ranting music and dancing licences is not a court (cf), nor are justices 
t a licensing meeting sitting as a court of summary jurisdiction (e). 
As a general principle, all courts must be open to the public, 
bough the judge may for good and sufficient reason order that the 
ublic, or a certain section of the public, shall be temporarily 
xcluded (/). 

StTB-SECT. 2 — Classification, 

2. Courts may be classified in several ways. First, they may be 
ivided into such as are courts of the King and such as are not. The 
atter class includes the palatine courts (p), where the King has parted 
nth the jura regalia in the county palatine, courts baron (h) and the 
►Id sheriffs' county courts (i) ; all other courts are the King's courts. 

3. Another manner of division is into courts of record and 
ourts not of record. Whether a court is a court of record or 
lot depends on whether it has power to fine {j) and imprison (/c), 

{b) See judgment of Fry, L.J., in Mogal Aquarium and Summer and Winter 
Harden Society v. Farhinson^ [1892] 1 Q. £. 431, C. A., at pp. 446, 447. For Parlia- 
nent. Bee that title; for coroner’s court, see title Coroners, Vol. VIII., p. 256. 

(c) Ibid,, atp. 447. * The College of Physicians, however, in dealing with 
lases of mala praxis is a court of record (14 & 15 Hen. 8, o. 6 (1523) ). 

(d) Royal Aquarium and Summer and Winter Garden Society v. Parkinson y supra, 

(e) Boulter v. Kent Justices^ [1897] A. C. 556. 

(/) E.q,y under the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 114. A court has 
nherent Jurisdiction to order any case to be heard in earner d {D, v. 2?., [1903] 
?. 144 ; see also Andrew v. Raeburn (1874), 9 Ch. App. 622; Mellor v. Thompson 
188^, 31 Ch. D. 56 ; Badische Anilin und Soda FaMk v. Levinstein (^1882), 24 
3h, JD. 166; Re Martindale, [1894] 3 Ch. 193, per North, J., at p. 200. 
h) Seep. 120, post, 
ifi) See p. 216, post, 
m See note (f), p. 118,po«f. 

Ij) La est un difference perenter Ameroiaihts and Fines. For Fines sont 
Punishihts certain, que cresceront expresment et ascun statute : & Amerciamts 
jont tiels que sont arbitrablemt impose p les Affeerors.” “ There is a Terence 
[>etween Amerciaments and Fines. For Fines are Punishments certain, which 
g;row expressly from some statutes ; and Amerciaments are such which are 
irbitirarily imposed by the Affeerors ” (Tenues de la Ley, sub voce Amercement), 
(it) That is, to imprison by way of punishment and not merely for safe custody. 


SlTOT. 1. 
The Nature 
of Courts. 


Admission of 
the public. 


The King’s 
courts. 


Courts of 
record. 
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^ehether for contempt of itself or for other substantive offences tt). 
Courts of record are such as have been expressly maae so by 
statute (m), or by implication of a statute, that is by having statu- 
tory power to fine and imprison, and courts of record at common 
law. These latter are such civil courts as have power to hear 
and determine, according to the course of the common law, 
actions in which the d^t, damages or value of the property 
claimed is forty shillings or above, and such criminal courts 
as have power to fine or imprison. Courts not of record are 
those civil courts in which the proceedings are not according to 
the course of common law (except such as have been made courts 
of record by statute). All courts of record, with the exception of 
the courts of the counties palatine, are courts of the King, even 
though a subject or corporation has the benefit’ of the court, as in 
the case of borough and city courts of record (n). The proceedings 
of a court of record preserved in its archives are called records, and 
are conclusive evidence of that which is recorded therein (o). 


(l) See Qromvelt v. Burwell (1699), 1 Ld. Baym. 454. 

(m) The following courts have been made courts of record by statute. The 
nigh Court of Justice, by the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 6^, 8. 16 ; 
the Court of Appeal, t5id., s. 18; the Court of Criminal Appeal, by the Criminal 
Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 1 (7); the Court of Kecord for the 
Hundred of Salford, by the Salford Himdred Court of Eecord Act, 1868 (31 & 
32 Viet. c. exxx.), s. 4 ; the County Courts, by the County Courts Act, 1888 
(61 & 62 Viet, c, 43), s. 6. 

(n) Another distinction which has been drawn between courts of record and 
courts not of record is that in the former case a writ of error lay, and in the 
latter the proceeding was by way of writ of false judgment. Stoceedings in 
error have been expressly abolished, in the case of crimmal proceedings by the 
Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw^ 7, c. 23), s. 20 (1), and in the case of civil 
proceedings in the High Court of Justice by B. S. C., 1875, Ord. 58, r. 1, (This 
rule is now repealed, but the abolition of proceedings in error remains in force). 
This rule was not expressly made to apply to inferior courts of record, but the 
effect of Le Blanch v. Reuter^ e Telegraph Oo, (1876), 1 Ex. D. 408, 0. A., is that the 
procedure by error is superseded by an appeal to a divisional court of the Bang’s 
Bench Division. As, however, such appeals are limited to cases in which error 
would have lain, the distinction, if accurate, may stiU have practical importance. 
It may be observed that although the writ of false judgment has never been 
abolished by statute, it has become obsolete, as has also the writ of recordari 
faciae loquelam. 

The distinction, however, only appears to be accurate in the case of civil 
courts, for in the case of courts having criminal jurisdiction the criterion 
appears to be that courts having power to fine and imprison are courts of 
record, although the proceedings be not according to common law, and 
consequently the proceedings could not be challenged by writ of error, but only 
by c^tiorari ; see Oroenvelt v. Burivdl (1699), 1 Ld. Baym. 454. “ Where there 

is a jurisdiction erected de novo with power to fine and imprison, it is a court 
of record, for courts of record only can fine” (t5td, p. 467). “ He [Holt, O.J.] 
combed it to convictions before justices of the peace out of sessions, upon 
which, though error does not lie, yet a certiorari lies *’ (t5td., p. 469). In thia 
case the court in question was that of the censors of the College of Bhysicians, 
who had, under the statute 1 Mar. sess. 2, c. 9 (1663), power to fine and 
imprison ; but see Miller v. Scare (1776), 2 Wm. Bl. 1141 ; Fayne v. Wright 
(1892), 61 L. J. (M. a) 114, 0. A. 

(o) “ Becord est \m Escript en Parchment, ou sent enroll Pleas de Terre, ou 
Common Pleas, Eaits, ou C&iminal Proceedings en ascun Court de Becord ; 
mes en Courts nient de Becord come Admiraltie, Courts Christian, Courts 
Baron &a lour Begistrie de Procedure ne sont proprement dits Becords : Mes 
Oooxti de Ley tei^ n Grant^ Si Boy sont Courts de Becord.” “ Becord is a 
Writing or Parchioent, wherein are enrolled Pleas of Land or Common Pleas, 
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4. A third manner of division is into superior and inferior 
courts. The Superior Courts are the House of Lords, the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council, the Supreme Court of Judicature, 
the Court of Criminal Appeal, and the Courts of Chancery of the 
Counties Palatine of Lancaster and Durham, and are all courts of 
record. All other courts are inferior courts, whether they are 
courts of record or not. 

5 . The origin of the inferior courts, of which there are many 
varieties, may be traced back to the principle that justice should be 
taken to every man’s door by constituting as many courts as there 
were manors in the Kingdom. They were primarily the court 
baron (p), which was incident to every manor, the hundred 
court (^), which was only a larger and more extended court baron, 
and the common law county courts, now practically extinct. To 
these were added numerous borough and other local courts (r), a 
variety of courts held by special officers for special purposes (s), and 
the modern county courts (t). They derived their general title of 
inferior courts because they were and are, in the great majority of 
cases, subject to the control and supervision of the Court of King’s 
Bench or King’s Bench Division as a superior court. A part of 
the original inherent jurisdiction of the Court of King’s Bench was 
to examine and correct all errors committed by the inferior courts, 
whether in matter of law or in exceeding the jurisdiction that had 
been conferred upon them (a). 

6. The jurisdiction of an inferior court is defined by its constitu- 
tion, which is either by charter from the King, Act of Parliament, 
or prescription, as amended or extended by any subsequent grant 
or legislation, or by order in council made under the provisions of 
the Judicature Acts, 1878 and 1884(6). Such jurisdiction is 
generally limited to matters between residents in a certain locality, 
or to causes of action arising within prescribed metes and bounds, or 
to actions where the amount claimed is under a certain specified limit. 

7 . It is in connection with jurisdiction that we find the chief 
distinctions between superior and inferior courts. The jurisdiction 
of the superior courts extends in civil cases over the whole of England 
and Wales and the town of Berwick-on-Tweed, and over the foreshore 
to low- water mark(c), though in certain circumstances the jurisdic- 
tion may be more extensive, and the courts may take cognisance of 
personal actions in respect of contracts or torts though the cause of 

Deeds, or Criminal Proceedings in any Court of Record ; But in Courts not of 
Record as Admiralty, Couits Christian, Courts Baron &c., their Registry of Pro- 
ceedings are not properly called Records : But Courts of Law held by the King’s 
Grant are Courts of Record” (Termes de la Ley, sub voce Record) ; see also Jacobs, 
Law Dictionary, sub voce Record. Records are no longer kept on parchment. 

f p) See p. 216, post; and title Copyholds, VoL YIII., p. 10. 

® See p. 214, post. 

(r) See p. 129, post. 

(s) K.y., the Sherifis’ Courts (see p. 118,poa^, the Courts of the CommisMoners 

of ^wers (see p. 220, post), and the yariouslB^esiastical Courts, for which see 
title Eocslesiastioal Law. 

! t) See title Ootjhty Coxtets, VoL VllI,, p. 410. 
a) 4 Co. Inst. 71. As to jurisdiction, see p. 13, post, 

6) 86&37Yiot. 0.66.88. 88—91; 47 &48 Viot o. 61, s. 18; and seep. in,post 
r) 1 Chita’s Archhold’s Practice, 14th ed., p. 4. 

U.L.--IX. I 
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action may have arisen abroad or the parties be foreigners (d). An 
agreement which purports to altogether oust the jurisdiction of the 
courts is void, though parties may agree to postpone the enforce- 
ment of a claim by action in the courts until their differences have 
been settled in some other way (e), 

Primdfacie^ no matter is deemed to be beyond the jurisdiction of 
a superior court unless it is expressly^ shown to be so, while 
nothing is within the jurisdiction of an inferior court unless it is 
expressly shown on the face of the proceedings that the particular 
matter is within the cognisance of the particular court (/). An 
objection to the jurisdiction of one of the superior courts of general 
jurisdiction must show what other court has jurisdiction, so as to 
make it clear that the exercise by the superior court of its general 
jurisdiction is unnecessary (^). The King’s Bench, for epmple, is 
a court of universal jurisdiction and superintendency in certain 
classes of actions, and cannot be deprived of its ascendency by 
showing that some other court could have entertained the par- 
ticular action. In an inferior court, other than a county court, unless 
the proceedings show on their face that the cause of action arose 
within its jurisdiction, the action cannot be maintained (/i), and 
even in inferior courts with a local limit of jurisdiction it must 
appear that such limit is not being^ exceeded (t). 

Another distinction is that while the judgment of a superior 
court unreversed is conclusive (y) as to all relevant matters thereby 
decided, the judgment of an inferior court involving a question of 
jurisdiction is not final (k ) ; and another is that a plaintiff is liable 
to an action for executing the process of an inferior court in a 
matter beyond its jurisdiction, and cannot justify under such process, 
whether he knows of the defect or not; and that the judge and 
officers of such a court are liable to an action if they knew of the 
defect of jurisdiction (Z). 


See title Oontliot or Laws, Vol. VI., p. 177, and as to service out of 
the furisdiction, see p. 67, post, and title Praotiob and Procedure. For the 
criminal jurisdiction, see p. 66, post 

(e) Scott V. Avtry (1866), 6 H. L. Oas. 811 ; Horton v. Sayer (1869), 4 
H. & N. 643, 649 ; Scott v. Liverpool Corporation (1868), 3 De G. & J. 334 ; 
Braunstein v. Accidental Death Insurance Co, (1861), 1 B. & S. 782 ; and see titles 
Action, Vol. 1, p. 22 ; Arbitration, Vol. I., p. 446 ; and other cases there cited. 

(/) Peacock v. Bell (1667), 1 Wms. Sauna. 73; Spurrier v. La Cloche, [1902] 
A. 0. 446. 

(^) Mostyn v. Fahriaas (1770), Oowp. 172 ; 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 604 ; Derly 
(Earl) V. Athol (Duke) (1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 202; Arcot {Nahob)Y, East India Co, 
(1791), 3 Bro. 0. 0. 291 ; London Corporation y. Cox (1867), L. K 2 H. L. 239, per 
WlUiBS, J., at p. 260 ; It, y. Johnson (180^, 6 East, 683 ; and see title PLEADiNa. 

(h) Bead y. Pope (1834), 1 Or. M. & E. 302 ; Kemp y. Clark (1847), 12 Q, B. 
647 ; Cook y. I£*Pherson (184^, 8 Q. B. 1030 ; Wadoik y. Cooper (1764), 2 Wila. 
16 ; Trevor y. WaU (1786) , 1 Te rm Bep. 161. As to the jurisdiction of county 
courts, see that title, VoL VUL, p. 428. 

i t) DovXson y. UoJtthtm (1792), 4 Term Eep. 603. 

A See title JuDOioarrs and Orders. 

k) Per WliXES, J., in London Corporation y. Cox (1867), L. E. 2 H. L. 239, 
at p. 262. 

(t) Moravia y. Sloper (1737), Willes, 30 ; CarraU y. Motley (1841), 1 Q. B. 
18 ; Andrews y. Morris (1841), 1 O. B. 3 ; Houldm y. Smith (1860), 14 Q. B. 
841 ; per Willes, J., in London Corporation y. Cox, supra, at p. 263 ; soe, as to 
oounly courts, that title, Vol, VIII.I^p. 426. 
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PaBT I.— iNTEODUCrrORY. 

The jurisdiction of an inferior court is not lost by mere non- 
user (m). 

8 . If a court exceeds its jurisdiction the aggrieved party, or 
even a stranger, may apply to the King’s Bench Division to 
exercise its ancient right of either prohibiting the judge of the 
inferior court from proceeding further in the matter, or, if judg- 
ment has been given, of bringing up the record by certiorari in 
order that it may be quashed (n). 

9. At common law pr^edings in error lay from any inferior 
court of record of civil jurisdiction to the King’s Bench or Common 
Pleas, and now in all cases where the procedure by way of appeal 
from such a court is not regulated by some special statute an 
appeal can be brought to the King’s Bench Division by notice of 
motion (o). 

Sect. 2. — The Jurisdiction of Courts. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — In General, 

10. By jurisdiction (p) is meant the authority which a court has 
to decide matters that are litigated before it or to take cognisance 
of matters presented in a formal way for its decision. The limits of 
this authority are imposed by the statute, charter, or commission 
under which the court is constituted (g), and may be extended or 
restricted by the like means. If no restriction or limit is imposed 
the jurisdiction is said to be unlimited ; a limitation may be either 
as to the kind and nature of the actions and matters of which the 
particular court has cognisance (r), or as to the area over which 
the jurisdiction shall extend (s), or may partake of both these 
characteristics. 

11. Where by reason of any such limitation a court is without 
jurisdiction to entertain any particular action or matter, neither the 
acquiescence nor the express consent of the parties can confer juris- 
diction upon the court (t), nor can consent give a court jurisdiction 

(f») A,^G, of Me of Man v. Cowley (1859), 12 Moo. P. 0. 0. 27; R, v. 
Havering^atte-Bower (1822), 6 B, & Aid. 691. But as t o low of franchise of 
frankpl^ge, see p. 2i5, post; and title Copyholds, Vol. VIII., pp. 11, 12. 

(n) Por these proceedings, see title Okowh Peaotioe. 

?o) Barlow v. Shuttleworth^^^02'] 1 K. B. 721 ; seeB. 8. 0., Ord. 59, rr. 10 — 17. 

(p) ** Jurisdiction est un dignity q un home ad per un pqvoir de fair Justice 
en causes de complaint faitdevant luy.” “ Jurisdiction is a dimity which a man 
hath by a power to do Justice in causes of complaint made before him” (Termes 
de la Ley, sul voce Jurisdiction). ‘ ‘ There are tliee sorts of Inferior J urisdictions ; 
the first whereof is Tenere Placita which is the lowest, and the Party may either 
sue there or in the Xing’s Courts (♦.«, the H^h Court) ; the second is Conusance 
of Pleas ; and by this a right is vested in the Lord of the Franchise to hold Pleas ; 
and he is the only person who can take advantage of it, by claiming his Franchise ; 
tke third sort is an Exempt Jurisdiction, as where the Xing grants to some City 
that the inhabitants shall he sued within their City and not elsewhere. Though 
there is no Jurisdiction that can withstand a Certiorari to the Superior Courts. 
Crosse v. Smith ( 1 703), 3 Salk. 79, 80 ” ( J aoob*s Law Dictionary, sub voce Jurisdiction). 

(f) See p. 17, post, for the creation of courts. 

(r ) See p. 14, poet. 

(s) See p. 16, post, 

(t) Green v. Ruiherfhrth (1750), 1 Ves. Sen. 462, 471 iPenn v. Baltimore {Lord) 

(17fK)), 1 Ves. Sen. 444, 446; Jones v. Owm (1848), 5 Dow. & L. 669 ; Lawrence 
V. Wuock (1840), 11 Ad. & 941 ; Wdlesley {Lcra^ v Withers (1855), 4 £. A B. 
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if a condition which goes to the jurisdiction has not been performed 
or fulfilled (a). But where the court has jurisdiction over the 
particular subject-matter of the action or the particular parties, 
and the only objection is whether, under the circumstances of the 
case, the court ought to exercise jurisdiction, the parties may 
agree to give jurisdiction in their particular case, or a defendant by 
appearing without protest or by taking any steps in the action may 
waive his right to object to the court taking cognisance of the 
proceedings (/>). No appearance or answer, however, can give a 
jurisdiction to a limited court (c), nor can such a court give itself 
jurisdiction by finding facts (d). Where a limited court takes upon 
itself to exercise a jurisdiction it does not possess, its decision 
amounts to nothing (e) ; jurisdiction must be acquired before the 
judgment is given (/). 

12. All lawful jurisdiction is derived from and must be traced to 
the royal authority (p). Any exercise of unauthorised jurisdiction is 
a usurpation of the royal prerogative, which is unwarranted by law 
and may be restrained by prohibition, which is, in short, a process 
for preventing inferior courts from intermeddling with or executing 
anything beyond their jurisdiction (^). In a prohibition for want 
of jurisdiction the only question is whether the court below has or 
has not jurisdiction, and immediately the superior court is satisfied 
that the inferior court has exceeded its jurisdiction, the writ must 
issue, whether the application be made by a party or by a stranger, 
and that no matter what stage the proceedings below have 
reached (A). 

Sub-Sect. 2— As to Subject-matter^ 

13. The jurisdiction of courts is either original or appellate, 
and in either case may be unlimited or limited as to the nature 
of the actions and matters of which the particular court has 
cognisance. The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council appears 
to be the only court in England which has jurisdiction in every 
kind of action, as its appellate jurisdiction is not only co-extensive 
as regards classes of actions with that of the House of Lords and 
that of the Supreme Court of Judicature, but also includes jurisdic- 
tion in criminal matters, and it is the ultimate Court of Appeal from 
all civil courts from which appeal does not lie to the Supreme Court 
of Judicature or to the House of Lords (i). 


760; Foe, ter v. Usherwood (1877), 3 Ex. D. 1, 0. A.; Re Aylmer, Ex parte 
Bischojfsheim ClWl), 20 Q. B. D. 268, 262 ; R. v. Shropshire County Court Judge 
(1887), 20 Q. B. D. 242, 248 ; British Wagon Co, v. Gray, [l896] 1 Q. B. 36, 0. A. 

(а) R, V. Essex Jtistices, [18961 1 Q. B. 38, 0. A. See as to consent in county 
courts, title County Couets, Vol Vin., pp. 435, 639, 680. 

(б) See, e,g„ Fry v. Moore (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 395, 0. A. ; Oulton v. Radcliffe 
(1874), L. E. 9 0. P. 189. 

(c) Green v. Rutherforth (1750), 1 Ves. Sen. 462. 

(d) Rorhe v. Errington (1859), 7 H. L, Oas. 617, 632. 

ici A.-6^. V. HotJiam {Lord) (182'n, 3 Buss. 415. 

(/) Thompson v. Shiel (1840), 3 1. ]^. E. 135. 

(y) See per Willbb, J., in London Corporation y. Oox (1867), L. E. 2 H. L. 
139, at p. 254. 

(^) Ibid., at pp. 278, 279, 280, 282. As to Prohibition generafiy, see title 
Oeown Pbaotiob ; and as to pleading to the jurisdiction, see title JAlsadino. 

(t) Seep, 28,i)o«<. 
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In the ease of all other courts there is some limitation, be it 
greater or less, of the classes of actions or matters of which they 
have cognisance. This subject of the extent of the jurisdiction of 
particular courts is dealt with under each particular court (A). 

14 . When a court exceeds its jurisdiction by maintaining an 
action or matter of which it has not cognisance by law, the Supreme 
Court has power to issue a writ of prohibition to restrain such 
excessive exercise of jurisdiction. It appears that this jurisdiction 
extends to cases in which the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council exceeds its jurisdiction (1). An excessive exercise of 
jurisdiction in the case of the High Court itself can be challenged 
by appeal to the Court of Appeal ; and in the case of the Court of 
Appeal, by appeal to the House of Lords. The House of Lords, 
however, is the supreme tribunal, and as such is the judge of the 
extent of its own jurisdiction, and there is no means of questioning 
or challenging any exercise of jurisdictioa on the part of that 
court. 

16 . As regards proceedings in divorce and other matrimonial 
causes, the jurisdiction of the English courts depends, in the case 
of^'divorce, on the domicil of the parties (Le., of the husband, as 
the wife’s domicil is that of the husband) being in England at the 
time of the commencement of the suit (m). In suits for judicial 
separation the rule as to domicil is relaxed in favour of the wife, by 
allowing her to sue when the matrimonial residence is in England 
when proceedings are commenced (n). In nullity suits an English 
court has jurisdiction, whatever the domicil or matrimonial residence 
may be, provided that the marriage took place in this country (o). 
In suits for restitution of conjugal rights it would seem that resi- 
dence by both parties at the time proceedings are commenced is 
BuflScient to give jurisdiction to the English courts (p). 

16 . As to testamentary matters, the English courts have 
jurisdiction if the deceased was domiciled in England at the 
date of his death ( 9 ), but not, as a general rule, if the deceased 


(k) See post, poMim^ 

Ex parte amyth (1835), 3 Ad, & El. 719. In thiB case on an application 
to issue a writ 01 prohibition to the Judicial Committee, Littledale, J., in 
delivering the judgment of the court, said: “Whether they are right in so 
decreeing or not is a question of practice, not of jurisdiction. The temporal 
courts cannot take notice of the practice of the ecclesiastical courts, or entertain 
a question whether, in any particular cause admitted^ to be of ecclesiastical 
cognizance, the practice has been regular. The only instances in which the 
temporal courts interfere by way of prohibiting any particular proceeding 
in an eodesiastical suit, are those in which something is done contrary to me 
general law of the land, or ma^esUy out of the jurisdiction of the court” 
Xihid,, at p. 724). See title Oeown Praotiob. 

(m) See title Oootliot op Laws, Vol. VI., p. 262. 

(n) ChHstian v. Christian (1897), 78 L. T. 86; and see title Oonpliot op 
Laws, Vol. VL, p. 264. 

( 0 ) Boheris v. Brennan, [1902] P. 143, at p. 144 ; and see title Conflict op 
Laws, VoL VL, p. 266. 

(p) See title Oonpliot op Laws, Vol. VL, p. 266. 

® Spratt v. EarrU (1833), 4 Hag. 405; Be Winter (1861), 30 L. J. (p. ic. & A.; 

66 . 
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was not so domiciled, unless he leaves personal property within 
this country (a). 

Sub-Seot. 8 . — As to Area. 

17. The authority of the King extends over all his subjects 
wherever they may be, and also over all foreigners who are within 
the realm. The jurisdiction of English coipts of law, how- 
ever, is limited, first, by the stipulations contained in the enact- 
ments by which the kingdoms of Scotland and Ireland were 
incorporated in the United Kingdom ; secondly, by the charters of 
justice, letters patent, and statutes affecting particular colonies; 
and, thirdly, by the consideration that no English court will decide 
any question where it has not the power to enforce its decree. 

The jurisdiction of each particular court is that which the King 
has delegated to it, and this delegation has been complete, for the 
King has distributed his whole power of judicature to divers courts 
of justice {h). 

18. As English courts have no power to enforce their decisions 
in questions as to the title to land or trespass to land outside the 
realm, they will not entertain actions to try such matters (c). 

19. Again, ordinary offences committed by subjects of the King 
in countries outside his dominions, or on the high seas on foreign 
ships, cannot be said to be against the King’s peace or against his 
crown and dignity, and therefore by the common law, and apart 
from statutes, English courts have no jurisdiction in such cases (d). 

20. Personal actions of a transitory nature (ef), on the other 
hand, whether in contract or in tort, are within the jurisdiction of 


(a) Evans v. Burrell (1859), 28 L. J. (p. & M.) 82 ; and see title Conpliot of 
Laws, Vol. VI., pp. 218 et 

(5) 4 Oo. Inst. 70. “ The King hath committed all his power judiciall, some 
in one court and some in another, so as if any^would render himself to the judg- 
ment of the King in such case where the Xing hath committed all his power 
mdiciall to others, such a render should be to no effect (Y. B. 8 H. 4, fo. 19). 
The King doth judge by his judges (the King having distributed his power 
judiciall to several ooiui:s), and the King hath whoUy left matters of judicature 
according to hie lawes to his judges (Y. B. 8 H. 6, fo. 201 ” (iWd., 71). 

(c) British South Africa Co, v. Com^nhia de Moiamlique^ [18931 A. 0. 602. 
The Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division of the Count will not grant 
an injunction restraining a forei^er, who has had an l&glish domicil, but has 
gone abroad for the purpose of obtaining a foreign domicil, from taking divorce 
proceeding in the court of the foreign count^ where he has acquired such 
domicil {Vardopulo v. Vardopvlo (1909), 25 T. L.K. 518, 0. A. ; and see Hyman 
V. Helm (1883), 24 Ch. D. 531^er Cotton, L.J., at p. 536. 

(d) Pollock and Maitland, Bfistory of English Law, Vol. 11., p. 461. 

(e) Doulson v. Matthews (1792), 4 Term Bep. 603. “ It is now too late for us to 

inquiie whether it were wise or politic to make a distinction between transitory 
ana local actions (see title Aotion, Vol. I., p. 50) ; it is sufficient for the courts 
that the law has settled the distinotion, and that an action quare datistm fregit 
is local. We may try actions here which are in their nature transitory, though 
arising out of a transaction abroad ; but not such as are in their natiu^ 
local” (per BxmLBB, J., i6id., p. 604) ; Phillips v. Eyre (1870), L. E. 6 Q. B. 1, 
Ex. Oh. Our courts are said to be more o^n to admit acuons founded upon 
forei{;n tranpustioxis than tho^ of any other European country ; but ^ere are 
restrictions in respect of locality, which exclude some foreign causes of action 
altogether, namely those which would be local if they arose in England, such 
as trespass to land; and even with respect to those not falling within that 
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English courts, even though the cause of action arose abroad, and 
even an action in respect of an assault committed by a foreigner on 
a foreigner abroad may be tried by the courts of this country if 
process can be properly served {j ). 

21 . By the common law there was no power to try offences com- 
mitted by foreigners on board foreign ships below low- water mark, 
though within the territorial waters of His Majesty’s dominions (jf), 
but in 1878 such offences were brought within the jurisdiction (fe), 

22 . All English courts, however, have not the whole of this 
jurisdiction. Thus, the courts of the counties palatine, county courts, 
and borough and other local civil courts, have only had a jurisdiction 
limited in area conferred upon them, and the jurisdiction of such 
courts is strictly limited to the precinct defined by the statute or 
royal grant by which they are created or regulated (i). 

23 . In the case of such English courts as do not possess juris- 
diction extending over the whole of England, but only jurisdiction 
limited to some particular precinct, there is by the common law no 
power to order the service of the writ of summons outside the area 
of jurisdiction (a), but this power has been conferred on many 
courts by statute or by statutory Eules and Orders (6). 

Sect. 8. — Creation of Courts. 

24 . Courts are created by the authority of the King as the 
fountain of justice (c). This authority is exercised either by 

description, our courts do not undertake universal jurisdiction ** {per Willes, J., 
ibid,, at p. 281. 

(/) Down to Lord Mansfield’s time it was doubted whether a tort committed 
abroad could be tried here, but in Moetyn v. Fahrigaa Ml 1 Smith, L. 0., 
11th ed,, 691, it was decided that the jurisdiction of the English courts extends 
BO far; see British South Africa Co. v. Companhia de Mocamhiquef [1893] A. 0. 
602, at p. 614. 

As to foreign sovereims and governments, see titles Action, Vol. I., p. 18 ; 
Conflict of Laws, VoL YI., p. 232 ; and as to diplomatic officers, see titles 
Action, Vol. I., p. 19; Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., p. 428. As to both, 
see also title Criminal Law and Procedure, p. 244, post. 

In 1827 the Law OflScers of the Crown advised that neither the Diplomatic 
Privileges Act, 1708 (7 Ann. c. 12), nor any construction which could properly 
be placed upon it, extended so far as to protect the mere servants of ambassadoi’s 
from arrest on criminal charges. Lord Dudley, who was then Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, informed the Government of the United States that 
when a servant of a foreign minister was charged with a cnminal offence the 
magistrate ordering the arrest would take the i)roper measures for apprising 
the minister, either by personal communication or through the Foreign Office, 
of the fact of a warrant having been issued before any attempt would be made 
to execute it, in order that the convenience of the minister might be consulted 
as to the time and manner of execution of the warrant, 

{g) a. V. Keyn (1876), 2 Ex. D. 63, C. 0. R. 

Ih) Territorial Waters Jurisdiction Act, 1878 (41 &42 Viet, c, 73), 

(i) See as to the jurisdiction of these cou^, poet^ under each particular 
oou^ 

(а) As to service out of the jurisdiction generally, see p. 67, post. 

(б) Ante service out of jurisdiction in county courts, see title County Courts, 
Vol. Vin., pp. 472, 477 ; and in other courts of limited jurisdiction, see under 
the several particular courts, posi, 

(c) Boa Abi; tit. Prerogative (D) (l)i ** AU jurisdiction exercised in these 
Kingdoms, that are in obedience to our Rang, is derived from the Crown ; and 
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statute (d), charter (e), letters patent (/*), or Order in Council (gr). 
In some cases a court is held by prescription, as having existed 
from time immemorial, with the implication that there was at some 
time a grant of the court by the King, which has been lost (A). 

An Act of Parliament is necessary to create a court which does 
not proceed according to the common law (i). The King, however, 
xnay grant a court with jurisdiction to hear and determine actions 
according to the common law, either limited or unlimited (fc). The 
King may also grant the franchise of cognisance of pleas, by which 
the grantee obtains cognisance of all pleas within the limits of the 
grant, which are commenced in other courts than that of the 
grantee (Z). The King may also grant an exempt jurisdiction, 
whereby the inhabitants of a city or borough may not be sued except 
within that city or borough (m). 

The proposition that an ^ct of Parliament is necessary to create 
a court the procedure of which is not according to the common 
law is subject to the qualification that it does not apply to a Crown 
colony, properly so called, that is, a colony which has not received 
a grant of representative government. In the case of such a colony 
a bishopric may be constituted and ecclesiastical jurisdiction con- 
ferred by the sole authoritv of the Crown, yet letters patent granting 
such jurisdiction will not have any effect or operation in a colony 
possessed of an independent legislature (n). 


the laws, whether of a temporal, ecclesiastical, or military nature, are called 
his laws ; and it is his prerogative to take care of the due execution of them. 
Hence all judges must derive their authority from the Crown, by some com- 
mission warranted by law; and must exercise it in a lawful manner, and 
without any the least deviation from the known and stated forms {ibid,). Bee 
also title Constitutional Law, VoL VI., p. 402. 

{d) As in the case of the former Court of Common Pleas by Magna Carta, and 
in tne case of the Supreme Court of Judicature by the Judicature Act, 1873 
(36 & 37 Viet. c. 66). 

{e) As in the case of the High Courts in India (Statutory Buies and Orders 
Bevised, VoL VI., India, pp. 3, 16, 28, 41) ; and in the case of the Civil Courts 
of Becord granted to boroughs in England, see pp. 138 et seq,, post. 

(/) For instance the Newfoundland Act, 1824 (5 Goo. 4, c. 67), gives power 
to Hih Majesty, by his Charter or Letters Patent under the Great Seal, to 
institute a Superior Court of Judicature in Newfoundland. The court, however, 
was instituted by charter (Statutory Buies and Orders Bevised, Vol. IX, 
Newfoundland, p. 6). 

(fli) As in the case of the Cyprus Courts of Justice Order, 1882 (Statutory 
Buies and Orders Bevised, Vol. V., Foreign Jurisdiction, p. 341). 

{h) As in the case of the Court of Arundel, see p. 139, post, 

(f) Dodwdl V. Oxford UniversUy (1680), 2 Vent. 33. “ No court other than 
such as proceed according to law can l^, unless by prescription or Act of 
Parliament,” per curiam, Ibid,, p. 34 ; Natad {Bishop) (1864), 3 Moo. P. 0. C. 
(N. B.) 116, at p. 162. 

(A:) 3 Com. I)ig. tit. Courts (P, 1), p. 346. 

(1) Hampton v. PhxUipc (1627), Palm. 466 ; CastU v. Lichjtdd (1669), Hard. 
606 ; CHnnett v. WhiUing?uim (1886), 16 Q. B. I). 761. 
fm) Crosse Y, Smith (1703), 3 Salk. 79. 

[vi) Be Natal {Bishop), supra, at pp. 161, 162 . See, generally, title Dxpxn- 
PENOIBS AND (lOLONIES. 
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Part li. — The High Court of Parliament. 

Bbot. 1. — The House of Lords. 

Sub-Skot. l.—Constituiion. 

25. The House of Lords consists of (1) the peers of the realm — that 
is to say, of the peers of England, the peers of Great Britain, and 
the peers of the United Kingdom, sixteen representative peers of 
Scotland (elected for each Parliament), and twenty-eight representa- 
tive peers of Ireland (elected for life) ; and (2) the lords spiritual — 
that is, the two Archbishops, the Bishops of London, Durham and 
Winchester, and the other English bishops except the eight 
junior bishops. The Bishop of Sodor and Man has a seat but 
no vote. 

Sub-Seot. 2 . — Juriedietion. 

(1) Original Jurisdiction^ 

26. The jurisdiction of the House of Lords is original and 
appellate. The original jurisdiction arises in the following cases : — 

(a) Trial of a Peer or Peeress for Treason, Felony, or Misjprision, 

27. Where it is alleged that a temporal peer or peeress (o), 
whether of the United Kingdom or Ireland, has committed treason 
or a felony, or misprision of either, then, if Parliament be sitting, 
the House of Lords has jurisdiction to try the accused. In cases of 
misdemeanour a peer is triable by a jury as other persons are(p). 

A peer is appointed, on the address of the Lords, as Lord High 
Steward pro Me vice (j) to preside over the court, but he has not 
judicial functions beyond his fellow peers. The statutory provision 
as to summoning all peers (r) applies to trials in the House of Lords 
as well as to trials in the court of the Lord High Steward (s). 

(b) ImpeachmenU 

28. The original jurisdiction of the House of Lords also arises 
on an impeachmeijt of any subject, either peer or commoner, by the 
House of Commons (t). This is the most exalted form of criminal 

fo) Bishops have not the privil^e of trial W the House of Lords. See as to 
treason, titles OoNSTirunoNAL Law, VoL 71., p. 846; Okiminal Law and 
Peoobdueb, p. 460, post, 

(p) R V. Foua: {Lord) (1612), 1 Bulst. 197. 

Iq) See Journals of the House of Lords, YoL OXXXICE., 1901, July 18. 
The Lord Hi g h Steward (Senesohallus Anglise). This o£Bce is very ancient, 
and existed before conquest ** et sciendum est quod ejus officium est supervU 
dtrt, et isgulare sub rege, et immediate post regem iotum regnum Anglice, et omnes 
ministros legum infra idem regnum temporibus pacts et guerrarum ” (4 Oo. Inst. 
68). 18 , however, not neoesrary for the constitution of the court (see 

Fost 148). ^metimes no Lord High Steward is appointed ; in such a case the 
Lord Chancellor presides in his capacity of Speaker of the House of Lords. 

(f) Treason Act, 1696 (7 & 8 WHl. 3, c. 3), s. 11. 

(s) Trialof the JSkirl of Kilmarnock {1146), 18 State Tr. 442; and see p. 28, 
post. 

(0 The latest instancee of an impeachment are the oases of Warren Hastings 
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procedure, and has this peculiarity, that, while in other cases a 
pardon may be pleaded in bar, a pardon cannot be pleaded in bar 
of an impeachment by the House of Commons («). The Crown 
may, however, pardon the offender after conviction. If the 
accused is a peer, a Lord High Steward is appointed, for the occa* 
sion, to preside, while if a commoner is on his trial either the Lord 
Chancellor or the Speaker of the House of Commons presides. 

(c) BUU of AUainder. 

29 . The procedure against accused persons by Bill of Attain* 
der (x) or Bill of Pains and Penalties is legislative in form, the Bill 
going through ail the stages of other public and general Bills, but 
the accused is entitled to be defended by counsel and to call wit- 
nesses before both Houses. The concurrence of the Crown, 
testified by the royal assent to the Bill, is necessary in this manner 
of proceeding. The Bill is usually introduced in the House of 
Lords, but in the case of Bishop Atterbury it was introduced in the 
House of Commons. 

(d) Irish Divoro$ BiUs, 

30 . Another form of original jurisdiction in the House of Lords 
is in the case of an Irish Divorce Bill(y). The courts in Ireland 
having only power to grant a divorce d mensa et thoro, an Act 
of Parliament is necessary to dissolve a marriage of persons 
having an Irish domicil. Divorce Bills are always introduced in 
the House of Lords. The standing orders require the Bill to con- 
tain a clause prohibiting the marriage of the respondent with any 
person with whom adultery is alleged. This clause is always struck 
out in committee (-?). A report of the previous proceedings is pre- 
sented to the House. The Speaker of either House may issue a 
warrant for the examination of witnesses in India (a). If this is 
done, the proceedings are not interrupted by a prorogation or 
dissolution of Parliament. Divorce Bills are committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole House. Counsel are heard and witnesses 
examined on the second reading of the Bill. 

(e) Claims to Peerages and Offices of Honour, 

31 . The House of Lords also, by a committee of privileges, 
exercises jurisdiction over claims to peerages. Its jurisdiction in 

in 1788, and of Lord Melville in 1805. As to the extent of the jurisdiction, see 
Lord !^chester*s B^ort of Proceedings of Impeachments (Ha^ll, Precedents 
of Parliament, Yol. IV., Appendix No. 10, p. 397). 

(ttl Act of Settiement, 1700 (12 & 18 Wilt 3, o. 2), s. 8. 

(ficj A Bill to declare a person attainted — that is to say, under the stain or cor- 
ruption of blood formerly mcurred by a criminal condemned for treason or felony. 

\y) Before the passing of the Matrimonial Causes Act, 1867 (20 & 21 Viet. 
0 . 85), marriages in England were not subject to dissolution by the Ecclesias- 
tical Courts, which had j^sdiction in matrimonial causes, and the only 
manner of dissolving an English marria^ was by Divorce Bill, in the same 
manner as is now necessary in the case of Irish marriag^. Since the passing 
of the Indian Divorce Act (Act No. IV. of 1869) a Bill is no longer necessary 
in order to dissolve an Indian marria^. 

(s) Standing Orders of the House at Lords, No. 176. 

(a) Divorce Bills Evidence Act, 1820 (1 Geo. 4, o. 101). The Lord ChanceUor 
is Speaker of the House of Lords, titlo OoirsTinmoNAL Law, Vol. VII., p. 68. 
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this respect arises on reference from the Grown (b), and the decision sect. i. 
of the committee is by way of resolution. The Crown, however, The House 
may act on the report of the Attorney-General without referring of Lords, 
peerage claims to the House of Lords (c). Since the time of 
Charles 11. claims to peerages, where there is any doubt, have been 
uniformly referred to the House of Lords, and the decision there 
has been acted on by the Grown (d). 

In peerage cases there are two questions, one of law, that of 
the existence and nature of the dignity; the other of fact, that 
of the descent of the claimant. A decision on the first point, that 
of law, is apparently not conclusive as to persons other than the 
particular claimant and those claiming under him (e). A decision 
on the second, that of fact, is not conclusive, at all events against 
other claimants. 


(f) Controverted Elections of Re^esentative Peers of Scotland or Ireland, 

32. The House of Lords has jurisdiction to decide questions as Contested 
to contested elections of the sixteen representatives of the peerage elections, 
of Scotland (/) and of the twenty-eight representatives of the 
peerage of Ireland ig), and also questions of claims to vote at such 
elections. The procedure is as in peerage claims Qi). 

(g) Contempt or Breach of Privileges of the House, 

33. The House of Lords also exercises a jurisdiction over Contempt, 
persons guilty of contempt, or breach of the privileges (i) of the 
House. In such a case the person complained of is ordered to 

attend the House. The House has power to impose a fine, as well 
as to imprison an offender. The imprisonment (k) may be for a 
fixed time, and may extend beyond the termination of the session. 

If the term of the imprisonment is not fixed, it remains in doubt 


(J) Petitions were originally heard before the King in Parliament (Eot. Pari, 
V. 441 ; Eot. Pari. 3 Hen. 6 ; Fifth Eeport of the Committee on the Dignity of 
a Peer of the B-ealm, 198, 227). In 39 Eliz. Thomas, Lord de la Warr, 
petitioned the Queen as to his preoedencse in Parliament. The Queen referred 
the question to the House of Lords, and the House to a committee (Be 
la Wart^s (Lord^ Case (1597), 11 Co. Eep. 1). 

(c) The last time the Crown determined a peerage claim without reference to 
the House of Lords was in the case of the claim of Mr. Mildmay to the barony 
of Fitzwalter, Thid claim was originally referred to the House of Lords, but 
Parliament was prorogued before a decision was come to ; the claim was then 
heard before the Privy Council, who decided in favour of the claimant 
19th January, 1669-70. The writ of summons issued 10th Februair, 1669-70. 

(d) See Third Eeport of the Committee on the Dignity of a Peer of the Eealm, 
p. 52. ^ also title Peerages and other Dignities. 

(e) Cruise on Dignities, p. 320. 

( f) Union with Scotlana Act, 1706 (5 & 6 Ann. o. 8) ; Scottish Eepresentative 
Peers Act, 1707 (6 Ann, a 78) (o. 23, Eufl.) ; Eepresentative Peers (Scotland) 
Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. o. 52). 

fo) Union with Ireland Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Qeo. 3, c. 67), art 4. 

(a) See supra. 

Sir Erskine May divides breaches of privilege into four classes : (1) die* 
obeoience to general orders or rules of the House ; (2) disobedience to pamcular 
orders \ (3) indignities offered to the character or proceedings of Parliament ; 
(4) assaults upon or insults to memben^ or refieotions upon their character or 
conduct in Parliament, or interference with the officers of the House in discharge 
of their duty. 

(&) The imprisonment is by way of attachment. 
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whether the prisoner can be discharged on habeas corpus after a 
prorogation (Z). 

(2) ATppdlatt Jwritdidion. 


34. An appeal to the House of Lords lies (m) from any judgment 
or order of the Court of Appeal in ^England, or of any court in 
Scotland or Ireland from which error or appeal lay to the House 
of Lords by common law or statute (n). An appeal also lies from 
a decision of the Court of Criminal Appeal to the House of Lords, 
when the Attorney-General certifies that a decision of that court 
involves a point of law of exceptional public interest, and that it is 
desirable that a further appeal should be brought (o). 


35. If Parliament is prorogued, the House of Lords may by 
order appoint days for the hearing of appeals ; and if Parliament is 
dissolved, His Majesty may by writing under the sign manual 
authorise sittings for the hearing of appeals during the dissolution 
of Parliament (p). 

Sub-Sect. 2.— 


36. In trials of peers before the House of Lords and on im- 
peachments, all the members of the House (a) are equally judges of 
law and of fact ; and though a High Steward may be appointed to 
preside, he has merely to regulate the procedure, and is a judge of 
law to no greater extent than any other peer. He has a vote in the 
same manner as other peers. The High Steward has the title of 

His Grace ’^(6). 

In the case of proceedings before the Committee of Privileges, 
the members of the committee are judges of law and of fact (c). 

In the exercise of the appellate jurisdiction of the House of 
Lords, no appeal can be heard (d) unless there be present three of 


(l) See May, Parliamentary Practice, llth ed.^p. 91, 92. 

(m) Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 69). There is no appeal 
as to costs only {Caledonian Bail, Co. v. Barrie^ [1903] A. U. 123) ; or as to small 
errors in accounts {The Maryessa, [1907] A. 0. 241) ; as to appeals generally, 
see Yearly Supreme Court Practice, 1909, p. 1735. 

(n) That is to say, appeals to the House of Lords now lie from the Court of 
Session, the Commission of Teinds, and the Court of Exchequer (Exchequer 
Court (Scotland) Act, 1707 (6 Ann. c. 63), s. 20), in Scotland, and the Supreme 
Court of Ireland. 

(o) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 1 (6). See title Ceiminal 
Law and Peoceduee, p. 433, post, 

(p) Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 69), ss. 8, 9. The 
mocedure of the House of Lords is regulated by the Standing Orders of the 
House, and is dealt with under title Paeliament. 

(a) The bishops have a right to be present at criminal trials by the House of 
Lords, but by the canon they are prohibited from voting in ca|)ital cases. They 
therefore ask leave to be absent from the j ud^ent, and this being granted, they 
withdraw luider protest, ** saving to themselves and their successors all suen 
rights in ju^catiure as they have Dy law, and by right ought to have.” Eor full 
form of this protest, see Lords* Journal, Vol. CaXXIII., 18th July, 1901. 
By the Constitutions of Clarendon it was declared that bishops ought to 
take part in trials in the Xing's Court tuxtil it comes to a question of life or 
limb. In the case of Bills of Attainder, the procedure being legislative, bishops 
can take full part in the proceedings. 

Campbell, Lives of the Chancellors, Vol. IH., p. 667, not«» 

(c) May, Parliamentary Practice, llth ed., p. 88. 

(a) App^te Jurisdiction Act, 1876 (39 ft 40 Vlct. o. 69), s. 6. 
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the following persons : the Lord Chancellor, the Lords of Appeal 
in Ordinary, and such peers of Parliament as have held high 
judicial ofiBce, that is to say, as have been Lord Chancellors, paid 
judges of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, or judges of 
the Supreme Court of England or of Ireland, or of the Court of 
Session (e). The Lord Chancellor, if present, presides over the 
judicial deliberations of the House in appeals (/). 

87 . The Lords of Appeal m Ordinary are appointed by letters 
patent (g). The qualification is either to have held high judicial 
oflBce for two years, or to have been for fifteen years a practising 
barrister in England or Ireland or a practising advocate in Scot- 
land. The tenure is during good behaviour (fe). There are now 
four Lords of Appeal in Ordinary (i). Each receives a salary of 
£6,000 a year (A;), and after service, including previous service in high 
judicial oflSce, of fifteen years, may have a pension granted to him 
of £8,760 a year (Z). A Lord of Appeal in Ordinary is entitled to sit 
and vote as a member of the House of Lords during his life (m). 

38 . The lay peers have, strictly speaking, the same right to 
vote on judicial questions as they have on other questions. This 
right, however, has fallen into disuse, and since 1883 no lay peer 
has attempted to exercise it (n). 

39. The House of Lords has power in all cases to call on the 
judges to attend and assist them in their deliberations by giving 
their opinion on any points of law which may arise in any exercise 
of the judicial functions of the House. This is frequently done in 
the case of peerage claims. The House, however, need not agree with 
the advice of the judges. The Attorney-General and the Solicitor- 
General may also be called upon to advise the House, and they, like 
the judges, are summoned as assistants at the opening of each Parlia- 
ment. Such of the Privy Council as are called by writ from the 
Crown to attend may also be called upon to advise the House (o). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Officers. 

40 . The oflBcers of the House of Lords when acting in a judicial 
capacity are the Clerk of the Parliaments, the Gentleman Usher of 

(c) Appellate Juriadiction Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. o. 69), e. 26 ; ^pellate 
Jurisdiction Act, 1887 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 70), s. 6. A decision of the House of 
Lords on a question of law is binding upon the House (London County Council 
V. London Tramways Co.^ [1898] A. 0. 376). 

(/) See title Constitutional Law, Vol. VH., p. 65, for the office, duties, 
and privileges of lie Lord Chancellor. 

(yj Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. o. 69), s. 6. 

(h) Ibid. 

(t) Two of these have been appointed under the provisions of s. 14 of the 
Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 69), on the extinction of the 
offices of the paid judges of the Judicial Committee. 

(k) Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 69), s. 6. 

{m) Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1887 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 70), s. 2. 

(n) This was in the case of Bradfaugh v. Clarke ^883), 8 App. Cas. 364, where 
Lord Denman, a lay peer, g^ve his judgment, which was in agreement with that 
of Lord Blaokbubn, who mssented from the rest of the law lords* See May, 
Parliamentary Praolice, 11th ed., p. 360. 

(o) Lords* Standing Orders, 6, 7* 
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the Black Eod, the Olerk Assistant, the Reading Clerk, and the 
Sergeant-at-arms. 

The Olerk of the Parliaments (p) and the Gentleman Usher of 
the Black Rod are appointed by the Crown under letters patent. The 
Sergeant-at-arms is also appointed by the Crown. The Clerk 
Assistant and the Reading Clerk are appointed by the Lord 
Chancellor (q). 

The duties of the Clerk of the Parliaments are to make records of 
all things transacted by the House. The two clerks attend and 
take minutes of all judgments and orders. 

The Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod executes warrants for the 
commitment of persons whose imprisonment is ordered by the House 
and assists at the introduction of peers and other ceremonies. 

The Sergeant-at-arms attends the Lord Chancellor with the 
mace ; he also executes orders of attachment on persons who are 
not in London or Westminster. 

Sect. 2. — The House of Commons. 

Sub-Seot. 1. — JuTudiction, 

41. The jurisdiction of the House of Commons appears to be 
confined to Bills of Attainder and of Pains and Penalties, Divorce 
Bills, and proceedings against persons for breach of privilege or for 
contempt. The proceedings before the committee on a private Bill 
in respect to the proving of the preamble are also an exercise of 
a judicial jurisdiction (a). 

42. In the case of BiUs of Attainder and of Pains and Penalties 
witnesses are heard and the accused is entitled to be represented by 
counsel on the committee stage (6). In the case of Divorce Bills, 
after second reading the Bill is referred to the Select Committee (c) 
on Divorce Bills (d), which committee requires evidence to be given 
before them that an action for divorce has been brought before a 
competent court and judgment obtained therein {e). When the 
petitioner has attended the House of Lords on the second reading, 
the committee are to require him to attend before them to answer 
any questions they may think fit to put to him(/). 


( p) On entering his office the Olerk of the Parliaments makes a declaration 
under the Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vici o, 72), to make true entries 
and records of what is done in Parliament, and to keep such things secret and 
not to disclose them before they are published, except to such as mey ought to 
be disclosed to. The full text of the declaration will be foimd in Lorde* Journal, 
Vol. liXXXYIL, 26th June, 1865, p. 244. 

fy) Clerk of Parliaments Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 82), s. 3. 

(а) Formerly the trial of election petitions was referred to a select committee, 
but the Parliameni^ Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 126), s. 11, trans- 
ferred this jurisdiction, and it is now exercised by judges of the High Court 
(see title Elsotioks). 

(б) See p. 20, ante, 

Ic) A select committee is one appointed by the House to consider any matters 
referred to it, or any Bill committed to it (May, Parliamentary Practice, 
nth ed,, p. 400). 

(d) Standing Order 208 of the House of Commons. 

i«) Ihid, 190. 
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In proceedings against persons tor breach of the privileges of 
the House, the procedure is similar to that in the House of Lords, 
but the House of Commons only punishes the offender by imprison- 
ment, and not by fine and the imprisonment is not tor a fixed 
period, but is during the pleasure of the House. A prorogation has the 
effect of entitling the offender to be immediately ^scharged. If 
this is not done, a writ of habeas corpus will issue (A). 


Sub-Skot. 3.— O^cer#. 

43. The officers of the House of Commons are the Under- 
Clerk of the Parliaments to attend upon the Commons, usually 
called the Clerk of the House, the Clerk Assistant, the Second Clerk 
Assistant, and the Sergeant-at-arms. 

The Clerk of the House is appointed tor life by the Crown by 
letters patent. His duties are to ^‘make true entries, remem- 
brances, and journals of all things done in the House (i). He 
signs addresses, votes of thanks, and orders of the House; he 
has the custody of all records and documents, and is responsible 
for the conduct of business in the departments under his control ; 
and he also assists the Speaker and advises members on questions 
of order and the proceedings of the House. On the election of 
a Speaker he puts the necessary questions, as be does on the 
adjournment of the House in the absence of the Speaker {k). 

The Clerk Assistant and the Second Clerk Assistant are appointed 
by the Crown under the sign manual on the recommendation of 
the Speaker. Their duties are to take notes of all the proceedings 
and votes of the House, from which the Journal is prepared. They 
are removable only on the presentation to the Crown of an address 
by the House (/). 


ig) The House of Commons has never punished a breach of privilege by fine 
since 1666 (May, Parliamentary Practice, 11th ed., pp. 91, 93). 

{h) Stockdale v. Uanaard, Parliamentary Papers, 1839 (283), p. 142. See also 
Burdett v. Ahhot (1811), 14 East, 1 : “The power of the House of Commons to 
commit for contempt stands upon tiie ground of reason and necessity independent 
of any positive authorities on tiie subject, but it is also made out by the evidence 
of usage and practice. . . . The resolution of the House that the plaintiff had 
been guilty of a breach of its privileges . . . and the order made for his com- 
mitment for that offence were in conformity to their power. . . The warrant 
issued by the Speaker • . . was made in the due execution of their order” (per 
Lord Ellenborougii, C.J., at p. 158); and Bradlav^h v. Ooeaett (1884), 12 
Q. B. D. 271 : “ The House of Commons has the excluidve power of interpreting 
the statute, so far as the regulation of its own proceedings within its own walls 
is concerned ; and . . . even if that interpretation should oe erroneous, this court 
has no power to interfere with it directly or indirectly” Stephen, J., at 
p. 280). In the case of a writ of kaheas corpus being applied for the custom is 
now for the Sergeant^at-arms to make a return. The courts of law, however, 
have no jurisdiction to, and will not, inquire into the cause of commitment, ^r 
admit the prisoner to bail (Case of the sheriff of Middlesex (1840), 11 Ad. & EL 
273). As to the powers of the House of Commons over members, see title 
Pa "rtt a 

(i) He makes a declaration under the Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 82 
Viet. c. 7^, to make true entries, remembrances, and journals of the things done 
and passea in the House of Commons. 

fA;) May, Parliainentarv Practice, 11th ed., pp. 200, 201. 

,0 House of Commons Offices Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Vict. o. 1). 
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The Bergeant-at-ams is appointed by the Crown under a 
warrant to the Lord Chamberlain of the Household and letters 
patent. His duties are to arrest and to have the custody of persons 
ordered to be imprisoned for breach of privilege (m). He may be 
removed on an address from the House (n). 


Part III.— Court of the Lord High Steward. 

44 . If a peer has to be tried for treason or felony when Parliament 
is not sitting, the trial is had before the Court of the Lord High 
Steward of England (o). In such a case a commission is issued 
appointing some peer Lord High Steward and requiring such peers 
as he shall summon bv his precept to be attendant on him. In 
early days it became the custom to summon only a limited number 
of peers to the court, but in 1696 (p) it was enacted that all peers (?) 
having a right to sit and vote in Parliament must be summoned 
in the case of trials for treason or misprision of treason. In the 
case of a trial for felony this Act does not apply (a). No case of a 
trial before this court has occurred since the Revolution (1689) (6). 

No general appointment to the ofiBce of the Lord High Steward 
has been made since the office merged in the Crown on the 
accession of Henry IV. on the 80th September, 1899. Appointments 
are, however, made pro hdc vice on the occasion of a coronation or 
the trial of a peer (c). 

46 . After indictment and the finding by a grand jury of a true 
bill (d), the procedure in the Court of the Lord High Steward is 
generally as in other criminal trials. The Lord High Steward is 
sole judge of law and practice. The verdict is by vote. Each lord 
tries in turn, beginning with the junior baron, giving his decision 


(m) The Sergeant-at-arms is justified in breaking open doors to effect an 
arrest {Burdett v. Ahbot (1811), 14 East, 1); but he may not remain in the 
house, if the person who is to be arrested is absent, to await his return (Howard 
V. GoseeU (1842), Oar. & M. 380). 

(n) May, Parliamentary Pnaotioe, 11th ed., p. 204. 

(o) The first instance on record of the holding of this court was on the trial of 
John, Earl of Huntingdon, in 1400. See 3 Co. Inst. 28—30, and Y. B. (1399), 
Mich. 1 Hen. 4, No. 1, fo. 1. This record has, however, been attacked as not 
being authentic. See ECarcourt, “His Grace the Steward and the Trial of 
Peers,*' p. 416, and, on the other hand. Pike, Constitutional History of the 
House of Lords, p, 212, However, in 1499 the trial of the 1^1 of Warwick was 
undoubtedly hela before the Court of the Lord High Steward. 

ip) Treason Act, 1695 (7 & 8 Will. 3, o. 3), a. 11. 

(^ I.€., the lords temporal (see Pike, Constitutional History of the House 
of Lords, p. 219). The last lora spiritu^ who sat and voted in the Court of the 
Lord High Steward was Thomas Docwra, Prior of St, John of Jerusalem, at the 
trial of tiae Duke of Buckingham in 1521. 

fa) See also 2 BLawk. P. C., 7th ed., o. 44, ss. 7, 8. 

(5) Lord Delamere was tried for high treason in the Court of the Lord Hieh 
Steward in 1686 (11 State Tr. 510). 

(c) See title Conbtitutioital Law, VoL YL, p. 829. 

^ ia) The oemmission of the Lord High Stewaiu empowers him to send for the 
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as guilty or not guilty “ upon my honour.” The Lord High Steward 
has no vote. When the trial is concluded the Lord High Steward 
bres^s his staff in token of the termination of his tenure of office. 
The judges are invited to attend and advise on points of law (e). 


Part IV. — The Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council. 

Sect. 1. — Constitution. 

46. The jurisdiction of the Sovereign in Council arises out of the 
common law and the royal prerogative, but in most instances, so 
far as the United Kingdom is concerned, this jurisdiction has been 
transferred to the ordinary courts of law. An appeal, however, 
in certain cases from the United Kingdom, and in cases from courts 
having jurisdiction outside the United Kingdom, to the Sovereign 
in Council still exists. 

47. In 1833 the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council was 
constituted (/). The committee consists of the President of tlie 
Council, the Lord Keeper or first Lord Commissioner of the Great 
Seal of England, and all privy councillors who have held these 
offices, or hold or have held high judicial office, that is to say who 
have been lords of appeal in ordinary, judges of the Supreme 
Courts of England or Ireland, or of the Court of Session in 
Scotland (^). The Sovereign may also by sign manual appoint 
two other privy councillors to be members of the committee {h). 
Privy councillors who are or have been judges of the Supreme Court 
of the Dominion of Canada, or of a superior court in any of the 
provinces of the Dominion, or of New South Wales, New Zealand, 
Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, Western Australia, 
the Cape of Good Hope or Natal, or of any other British posses- 
sion fixed by Order in Council (t), or chief justice or justices of 
the High Court of Australia, or chief justice or judges of the 
Supreme Court of Newfoundland, or judges of a superior court of 
the Transvaal or of the Orange Biver Colony (/c), are also members 
of the Judicial Committee. 


(e) Ab to the procedure generally, see 2 Hawk. P. 0., 7th ed., o. 44; and 
Ferrers' (Earl) Case (1760), Post. 138, 142 ; and see p. 270, post. 

t A _i. 4 000 /O EL A TETill A ^ A 1 \ 


(/) Judidal Committee Act, 1833 (3 ft 4 Will, 4, o. 41). 

go « ^ y ^ A . ft 


^ , lliere were formerly four paid judges of the Judicial Oommittee, but under 
the proyisions of ss. 14 and 18 of the Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876 (39 & 40 
Viet, a 69), they have been replaced by two lords of spp^ in ordinary (see 
p. 23, onto), ana a judge of the Ohancery Division, and a judge of the King’s 
D6n<^ Division. 

(A) Judicial Oommittee Act, 1833 (3 6 4 Will. 4, o. 41), s. 1, as amended by 
the Apellate Juxisdiotion Act, 1887 (60 Jt 61 Viot. o. 70), s. 3. 

(t) Judicial Oommittee Amendment Act, 1896 (68 & 69 Vkt. o# 44), •• L 
(1;) Appellate Jnris^tion Aot, 1908 (8 Edw. 7 c. 61), s. 3. 
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Any member of the Privy Council, being or having been chief 
justice or a judge of any High Court in British India (i), can 
by direction of His Majesty be made a member of the Judicial 
Committee, but there must not be more than two such members at 
the same time (m). 

In 1876 an Order in Council was made regulating the attendance 
of the archbishops and bishops as assessors on the hearing of 
ecclesiastical cases (u). 

His Majesty has also power to authorise any person who is 
or has been a judge of the court appealed from, or of any court 
to which an appeal lies from that court, to act as assessor on the 
hearing of the appeal. This provision applies only to British 
India, the Dominion of Canada, the Commonwealth of Australia, 
the Dominion of New Zealand, the Cape of Good Hope, Natal, 
Transvaal, Orange Eiver Colony and Newfoundland, and any other 
colony which may be added by Order in Council (o). 

A member of the Judicial Committee may resign his office by 
giving notice in writing to the Lord President of the Council (p). 

Sect. 2. — Jurisdiction. 

Sxjb-Seot. 1. — Em the Jurisdiction Arises, 

48. The jurisdiction of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council to hear appeals to His Majesty in Council arises from an 
Order in Council directing that all appeals or petitions, including 
complaints in the nature of appeals and petitions in the matter of 
appeals, shall be referred to the Judicial Committee. Such an Order 
in Council may be made from time to time and remains in force 
until the order is rescinded. In the absence of such a general 
Order in Council a special order of reference is necessary in the 
case of each appeal (g). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Appeals in Admiralty Matters, 

49. Appeals lie to the Judicial Committee from the Admiralty 
Court of the Cinque Ports (r), colonial Courts of Admiralty («), 
and Vice-Admiralty Courts (t). 

The appeal from all Admiralty Courts, including the High Court 
of Justice in prize cases, is to the Judicial Committee (a). 


{l) Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 61), s. 2 (1). 

(m) Ibid,, s. 2 (2). 

(n) An Order in Council was made under this power on the 16th November, 
1876 (Statutory Eules and Orders Bevised, Yol. VI., Judicial Oommittee, 
p. 114 ; Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876 09 & 40 Viet. o. 69), s. 14). 

(o) Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 61), s. 1 (1). 

( p) Ibid,^ 8. 1 (2). 

(q) Judicial Oommittee Act, 1844 f 7 & 8 Viet. o. 69), s. 0, as amended by 
Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1908 (8 Eaw. 7, o. 61), s. 6. 

(r) The Clarisse (1866), Sw. 129. 

(«) Colonial Courts of Admiralty Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viot. o. 27), s. 6. 

(t) Vice- Admiralty Courts Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viot. o. 24), s. 22, 

(a) Naval Prize Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viot. o. 26), ss. 6 — 8 ; Judicature Act, 

1891 (64 & 66 Viet. c. 63), & 4. Appeals under the Foi’eign Enlistment Act, 

1870 (38 & 84 Viet. c. 90), ss. 14, 27, also go to the Judimal Oommittee. In 

all other cases the appeal is to the Court of Appeal (sSe p. 62, post), Th^ 
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Sub-Sbot. S . — Appeals from Eedesiastioal Courts. 

50 . In the rei^ of Henry 7111.(6) an appeal from ecclesias- 
tical courts was given to the King in Chancery, to be heard by 
commissioners appointed under the Great Seal. This court, known 
as the High Court of Delegates, was abolished in 1882 by an Act 
which transferred the jurisdiction to the King in Council (c). This 
jurisdiction is now exercisable by the Judicial Committee (d). 

The courts from which these appeals lie are the various 
provincial courts of the Archbishops of Canterbury and York (e), 
the diocesan courts of the bishops (/), the courts of commissaries, 
the archidiaconcd courts, and the courts of peculiars (g). Besides 
these there are appeals from the court under the Benefices Act, 
1898 (h), the court under the Church Discipline Act, 1840 (t), the 
court under the Clergy Discipline Act, 1892 (&), and from the 
court under the Public Worship Eegulation Act, 1874(1). If, 
however, the appellant under the Clergy Discipline Act, 1892 (a), 
elect to appeal to the court of the archbishop of the province, 
there is nO further appeal to the Judicial Committee. 

Sxtb-Seot. 4. — Jurisdiction as to Copyrights 

61 . The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council have jurisdic- 
tion to license the republication of books which the proprietor 

procedure is regulated by rules, made, as to Admiralty Courts, on 23rd August, 
1883 (Statutory Eules and Orders Eevise^ Vol. II., Colonial Court of Admiralty, 
pp. 1 etse^, rr. 150 — IW; as to Indian Vice- Admiralty Courts, on 27th June, 
1832 (see Stafford and "Wneeler’s Privy Council Practice, p. 906) ; as to Colonial 
Courts of Admiralty, separate Orders have been made for many colonies (see 
Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, VoL IE., Colonial Court of Admiralty, pp. 1 
et seg,) ; as to Prize Cases, on 11th December, 1865 (see Statutory Eules and 
Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, pp. 98 etseg., and title Prize Law 

AKD JuRISDIOTION). 

(b) An Act for the Submission of the Clergy (1553), 25 Hen. 8, o. 19, s. 4, 

(c) Privy Council Appeals Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, o. 92), s. 13. 

(d) Judicial Committee Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will 4, a 41). 

(e) The provincial oourts in the case of Canterbury are the Court of Arches, or 

supreme ecclesiastical court of appeal (curia de arcubus as being held in the 
Church of St. Mary le Bow) ; the Uourt of the Vicar-General ; ^e Court of the 
Master of the Faculties (dealing with matters relating to notaries public) ; the 
Court of Audience ; and the Court of the Commissary of the Archbishop. In 
the case of York, the Chance^ Court of York or court of appe^; and the 
Audience Couit;. “Audience (5ourt (Curia Audentce Cantuarieneis) is a court 
belonging to the Archbishop of Canteroury of equal author!^ with the Arches 
Court, though inferior both in ^gnity and antiquity ** (Termes de la Ley, 
sub voce “Audience Court”). .... ... 

(/) These are the oonsistorial courts of each diocese, exercising general juns- 
diction. Appeals from the ecclesiastical courts of the Channel Islands are 
heard and determined by the Bishop of Winchester in person, or if the see is 
vacant, by the Archbishop of Canterbury in person. ^ ^ 

(y) The oourts of ecclesiastical corporations exempt f rom archiepiscopal juris- 
diction, as, for instance, the Dean and Chapter of Westminster ; the Court of 
the House of Convocation of Oxford University, and probably that of Cambridge# 
(h) 61 & 62 Viet, a 48. . ^ « 

(t) 8 & 4 Viet c. 86. See also Lee v. Atherton, [1904] A. 0. 805, P. 0. 

(k) 56 A 56 Viet. c. 32. 

(0 87 A 38 Viet 0. 86. ^ 

(a) 55 A 56 Viot. o. 32, s. 4 (4). See generally as to Ecclesiastical Oourts 
ana the procedure therein, title Eoolesiastioal Law# 
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COUBTS. 


SwT.s. of the copyright refnses to republish after the death of the 
Jurisdictton. author (b). 

Sl7B-SsoT. 5. — AppeaU from Courts Outside the United Kingdom, 

Colontol 62. Ab His Majesty the King is supreme over all persons and 

ftppealfl. courts within his dominions, a right of appeal in all cases civil and 
criminal to the King in Council exists from the highest civil court 
of each separate colony, province, state, or possession, whether it 
be a court of error or not, except so far as the prerogative in this 
behalf has been surrendered. Criminal proceedings, however, will 
only be reviewed if it is shown that by a disregard of the forms of 
legal process, or by some violation of the principles of natural 
justice or otherwise, substantial and grave injustice has been 
done(c). This right has been defined and regulated in the case 
of British colonies and possessions by statutes (d)> charters of 
justice, letters patent, and Orders in Council (e). In some cases 

(h) Copyright Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Vici c. 45), s. 5. See title Oopyeight and 
Literary I^operty, VoL VIII., p. 163. 

(c) Falkland Islands Co, v. R, (1863), 1 Moo. P. 0. 0. (n. 8.) 299, 312; Re 
Lillet (1870), 12 App. Oas. 459, 467, P. 0. 

(fi) Prom Indian courts by the Indian High Courts Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet. 0 . 104), 8. 11 *, from Australian courts by the Australian Coui'ts Act 
(1828), 9 Geo. 4, o. 83, s. 15, and the Australian Constitutions Act, 1850 (13 & 
i4 Vict. 0 . 59), s. 28 ; from Newfoundland by the Newfoundland Act, 1824 
(5 Geo. 4, 0. 67), s. 20 ; and from colonial courts by the Judicial Committee 
Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Vict. c. 69), s. 1. See title Dependencies and Colonies. 

(e) Appeals to the Privy Council are regulated in the several colonies, 
possessions etc. as follows : — Australia (Commonwealth of), Commonwealth of 
Australia Constitution Act (63 & 64 Vict. c. 12), Sched., s. 74; Bahamas, Supreme 
Court Act, 1896 (59 Vict. o. 26), ss. 41 and 42; Barbados, Order in Council of 
3rd March, 1859 (Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. XIII., Windward 
Islands, p. 7) ; Basutoland, Order in Council of 2nd February, 1884 {ihid,y Vol, I., 
Basutoland, p. 1) ; Bermuda, Eoyal Instructions, Act No. 9 of 1704, s. 2, Court 
Act, 1814, and Bermuda Acts, 1836 (No. 15), 1876 (No. 382) ; British Columbia, 
Order in Council of 12th July, 1887 (Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, 
Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, p. 16) ; British Guiana, Order in Council of 
20th June, 1831 (arts. 25 — 27) (ibid,. Judicial Committee, p. 18); British 
Honduras, Order in Council of 30th November, 1882 (ihid,^ VoL t, British 
Honduras, p, 4) ; Supreme Court Ordinance, ss. 54 — 61 (Consolidated Laws of 
British Honduras) ; British New Guinea, Order in Council, 6th March, 1902 
{ibid,, Vol. I., Australia, p. 70) ; British North Borneo, Charter of Ist November, 
1881, art. 2 (Lond, Gas., 8th November, 1881, pp. 5448 — 53) ; Canada (Dominion 
of), l^vised Laws of Canada, 1886, c. 135, ss. 24, 37 ; Canadian Act, 54 & 55 
Vict. 0 . 25, s. 4; Cape of Good Hope, Charter of Justice of 4th May, 1832 
(arts. 50, 51) (Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VT., Judicial Committee, 
p. 22) ; Ceylon, Charter of Justice of 18th February, 1833 (ibidf, Vol. L, Ceylon, 
P* 3) ; Cyprus, Orders in Council, 15th July, 1881, arts. 1 — 5 (ibid,, Vol V., 
Foreign Jurisdiction, p. 319), 30th November, 1882, art. 41 (ibid,, p. 341); 
Falkland Islands, Ordinance No. 2 of 1898, s. 25; Federated Malay States, 
Federated Malay States Order in Council, 1906, of 11th May, 1906 (Statutory 
Eules and Orders, 1906, p. 945) ; Fiji Order in Coimcil of 22nd February, 
1878 (Statutory EiUes and Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, 
p. 24) j Gambia, Order in Council of 24th November, 1891 (ibid,, VoL VI., 
Gambia, p. 5) ; Gibraltar, Order in Council of 17th November, 1888 
(arts. 41 — 47) {ibid,, Vol. VI., Gibraltar, p. 19) ; Gold Coast, Order in Council 
of 23rd October, 1877 {iUd,, Vol. VI., Judicial CJommittw, p. 27) ; Hong 
£ong, Eoyal Instructions, 2l6t Janiu^, 1846, 19th January, 1888 {ibid,, 
Vol. VL, Judicial Committee, p. 84); Order in Council of 23rd October, 
1877 (ihid,, Vol V., Foreign Juiisdicuon, p. 248); India, Order in Council of 
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of self-go verning colonies the colonial legislature has had power 
delegated to it by the Imperial Parliament to make laws limiting 
the matters in which special leave to appeal to the Privy CouncS 
may be asked, but such proposed laws are to be reserved for His 
Majesty’s pleasure (/). 

Appeals from the Channel Islands lie to the King in Council as 
Duke of Normandy, and are heard by the Judici^ Committee in 
the same way as colonial appeals {g). 

lOth April, 1838 (ibid,, Vol. VL, Judicial Committee, p. 37); Letters Patent of 
28th December, 1865, and 17th March, 1866 (tfcid., Vol. Vi., India, pp. 3, 16, 
28, 41); Act 14 of 1882, ss. 695 et seq.; Act 10 of 1897, s. 3 (24L Act 17 of 
1876; Jamaica, Order in Council of 14th A^ril, 1851 (i5»U, Vol. VI., Judicial 
Committee, p. 41), Judicature Law, 1879 (No. 24 of 1879); Leeward Islands, 
Order in Council, 24th March, 1880 (tWd., Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, p. 60), 
Supreme Court Acts, 1873, 1880, 1884, 1887 ; Malt^ Order in Council of 18tli 
December, 1824 (t5id., Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, p. 52) ; Manitoba, 
Orders in Council, 26th November, 1892 (tbid.y Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, 

f u 65 ; Mauritius, Order in Council, 13th April, 1831, 23rd October, 1861 
ibid,^ Vol. Vin., Mauritius, pp. 21, 25); Natal, Order in Council, 19th July, 
1870 {ibid.t Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, p. 68) ; New Brunswick, Order 
in Council of 27th November, 1862 (t5i<f., Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, 
p. 61) ; New South Wales, Order in Council of 13th November, 1850 (itid, 
Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, p. 64) ; New Zealand, Order in Council of 
16th May, 1871 (t5id., Vol. VL, Judicial Committee, p. 68) ; Newfoundland, 
Charter of Justice of 19th September, 1826 {ibid,^ Vol. IX., Newfoundland, 
p. 6) ; North-West Territories, Order in Council of 30th July, 1891 {ibid.^ 
Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, p. 71), Canadian Acts, 49 Viet. c. 60 ; Nova 
Scotia, Order in Council of 20th March, 1863 (tiitf., Vol. VL, Judicial Com- 
mittee, p. 73) ; Ontario, Kevised Statutes of Ontario, 1897, s. 4, c. 48, p. 549 ; 
Orange River Colony, Order in Council of 23rd June, 1904 (Statutoiy Rules and 
Orders, 1904, p. 696) ; Prince Edward Islaind, Common Law Procedure Act, 
1873 (36 Viet. c. 22 (Prince Edward Island), s. 168, Royal Instructions read to 
Sir J. Colborn 13th December, 1838 ; Quebec, Code of Civil Procedure, arts. 
1178 — 1182; Queensland, Order in Council of toth June, 1860 (ibid.f Vol. VI., 
Judicial Committee, p. 77) ; St. Helena, Order in Council of 13th February, 
1839 (ibid,, Vol. XI., St. Helena, p. D ; Seychelles, Order in Council of 
10th August, 1903, art. 14 {ibid,, Vol. XL, Seychelles, p. 9) ; Sierra Leone, 
Order in Council of 26th February, 1867 (ibid,, Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, 
p. 81), and 24th November, 1891 (ibid,, Vol. VL, Oambia, p. 5) ; South 
Australia, Order in Council of 9th June, 1860 (ibid,, Vol. VI., Judicial Com- 
mittee, p. 85); Southern Nigeria, Orders in Council of 6th July, 1889 (ibid,, 
Vol. Judicial Committee, p. 47), 29th December, 1887, 24th July, 1901 
(ibid,, Vol. V., Foreign Jurisdiction, pp. 150, 151); Straits Settlements, Civil 
Appeals Ordinance, 1893 (No. 2 of 1893); Swaziland, Order in Council of 
27th February, 1906 (Statutory Buies ana Orders, 1906, p. 948) ; Tasmania, 
Charter of Justice of 4th March, 1831 (Statutory Buies and Orders Bevised, 
Vol. I., Australia, p. 60) ; Transvaal, Order in Coimcil of 16th September, 1902 

a id,, Vol. VL, Judicial Committee, p. 88); Trinidad and Tobago, Orders in 
uncil, 17th November, 1888, and 20th October^ 1898 (ibid,, Vol. XHI., 
Trinidad and Tobago, pp. 4, 6) ; Judicature Ordinance, 1879 ; Judicature 
Tob^o) Ordinance, 1898 ; Victoria, Order in Council of 9th June, 1860 (ibid., 
Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, p. 90), Supreme Court Act, 1890, s. 231 ; Western 
Australia, Order in Council of 11th October, 1861 (ibid., Vol. VI., Judicial 
Committee, p. 93) ; Windward Islands, Orders in Council of 3rd March, 1859 
h^id., Vol. XTTT ., Windward Islands, p. 7). See also title Dependencies and 
Colonies. , ^ 

(/) In the case of the Commonwealth of Australia, W the Commonwealth of 
Australia Constitution Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet c. 12), Sched. (74). 

(p) Appeals from Jersey are regulated by Orders in Council of 19th Afoy, 
1671, and 15th July, 1835 (Statutory Buies and Orders Bevised, 1904, Vol. VL, 
Judicial Committee, pp. 33, 44). Those from Guernsey by Orders in Council of 
I3th lifoy, 1823, and 16th July, 1835 (i6id.,pp. 30, 83). 
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Sbot. 2. 5S. Besides those oases in which appeds lie by right of a grant 

Jurisdiction, contained in the instrument constituting the courts a person 
A nJiT aggrieved by a decision of a court may present a petition, supported 
^cSiSve. by affidavit, praying for leave to appeal to the Judicial Committee 
on special grounds (k). Such leave will not be granted in cases 
where it can be shown that the prerogative power to grant leave to 
appeal ]^s been surrendered (i). If the Court below has power to 
grant leave to appeal an application for leave should- be made 
to that court in the first instance (k). 

Appeals 64 . In addition to the British colonies and possessions, there are 

under Foreign places where, by treaty, grant, usage, sufferance, and other lawful 
Jurisdiction His Majesty has power and jurisdiction, and where, under 

the Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 1890 (/), and the Acts repealed by 
that statute, courts have been established. The appeals from these 
courts are governed by the Orders in Council establishing or other- 
wise regulating them (m). These appeals are in some cases direct 
to the ]^gin Council (n), and in others to some colonial court and 
thence to the King in Council (o). 


(A) The petition must disclose all the oircumstanoes under which the leave is 
sought (Lvdll V. Jardine (1870), 7 Moo. P. 0. 0. (n. b.) 116; Musaoone Bank v. 
Raynor (1882) 7 Ann. Oas. 321, 828, P. 0. ; Baudains v. Jersey Banking Co, (1888), 
13 App. Oas. 832, F. 0.), must indicate the questions to be raised at the hearing 
(Soree Monee Doseee v. Juggut Indro Narain Chowdery (1866), 11 Moo. Ind. 
App. 1), and disclose a case in law and on the merits. The petition must also 
show special grounds for its being granted (Ex parte Kensington (1863), 16 
Moo. P. 0. 0. 209). See also, as to appeals, title Dependencies and Colonies. 

(t) As in the case of questions as to the limits m^er ee of the constitutional 
powers of the Common wealth of Australia, and those of any State etc., see 
Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet, c, 12), 
Sched. (clause 74). See Kennedy y. Furcell (1888), 69 L. T. 279, P. 0. ; Th^herge v. 
Laudry (1876), 2 App. Cas. 102, P. C. ; or where the court is to be guided by 
equity and good conscience {Moses v. Barker ^ 0. 246, P. C.). 

(k) Ex parte Kensington (1868), 16 Moo. P. 0. C. 209. 

(l) 63 & 64 Viet. 0. 37. 

(m) The appeals from these courts are regulated as follows : — Africa, Order in 
Council of 15th October, 1889 (art. 821 (Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, 
Vol. V., Foreign Jurisdiction, pp. 1, 22), Order in Council of 20th October, 1898 

i ihid,f pp. Ii3, 127) ; Brunei, Order in Council of 24th July, 1901 (arts. 69 — 80) 
tWd., pp. 189, 206) ; China and Corea, Order in Council of 24th October, 1904 
arts. 87, 116 — 117) (Statutory Rules and Orders, 1904, pp. 223, 231, 232); 
3astem Africa, Order in Council of 1 1 August, 1902 (arts. 9—1 1) (Statutory Rules 
and Orders Revised, Vol. V., Foreign Jurisdiction, pp. 49, 60) ; Morocco, Order 
in Council of 28th November, 1889 (arte. 44, 106) (iWd., pp. 426, 441, 454) ; Muscat, 
Order in Council of 4th November, 1867 (arts. 6— 14)(i6td., pp. 472, 474); North- 
Eastern Rhodesia, Order in Council of 2l8t January, 1900 (art. 28) (tWrf., pp. 66, 
63) ; Ottoman Dominions, Order in Council of 8th August, 1899 (arts. 62, 133 
— 136) (ihid, pp. 742, 763, 780) ; Pacific Ocean, Order in Oounofi of 16th March, 
1893 (art 88) (iWd., pp. 484, 611) ; Persia, Order in Council of 13th December, 
1889 (arts. 230—232) (tWd., pp. 676, 624) ; Persian Coast and Islands, Order in 
Council of 13th December, 1889 (arts. 23—31) {%bid,^ pp. 667, 676); Siam, 
Order in Council of 16th Februair, 1903 (arts. 103—107) (i6tU, pp. 691, 723) ; 
Somalilpd, Order in Council of 7tn October, 1899 fart. 23) {ibid,, pp. 173, 181) ; 
Wei-hai-Wei, Order in Council of 24th July, 1901 farts. 68—80) {Md,, pp. 283, 
300—303) ; Zanzibar, Order in Council of 7th July, 1897 (art. 29) {ihid», 
pp. 87, 97). 

(n) In the cases of Africa, China and Corea, Eastern Africa, North-Eastern 
Bhodesia, the Ottoman Dominions, Persia, and Somaliland. 

(o) In the case of Brunei and Siam, to the Supreme Court of the Straits 
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Sttb-Seot. 6 . — Juriadidion a$ to Schomea for Endowed ScAooZi, 

65. The governing body of any endowment to which a scheme 
under the Endowed Schools Act, 1869(2?), relates, or any person 
or corporation aggrieved by the scheme, may, in certain cases, 
within two months after publication of the scheme when approved, 
petition His Majesty in Council against the scheme (g). Such 
petitions are to be referred to the Judicial Committee as if they 
were appeals from courts from which an appeal lies to the Judicial 
Committee (r). 


Sect. 8. — Practice and Procedure. 

Stjb-Seot. 1. — Ordinary Apptoda. 

56. The practice and procedure of the Judicial Committee in 
ordinary appeals is, as from 1st January, 1909 (s), regulated by 
Orders in Council made in that behalf on 6th March, 1896 (a), and 
2lBt December, 1908 (6). 


(i.) Leave to Appeal. 

57 . Appeals lie either by the right of grant, in pursuance of leave 
obtained by the appellant from the court appealed from, or by reason 
of special leave granted by the Judicial Committee (c). The latter 
appeals arise either where leave to appeal has been refused by the 
court below, or where the leave to appeal was granted on some 
special point, and the appellant wishes to raise points not included 
in the leave to appeal or not decided at some stage in the action 
previous to the decision of the court appealed from, or where the 
court below does not possess power to grant leave to appeal. 
Special leave may also be obtained to avoid having recourse to an 
intermediate court of appeal, where a question of law is raised by 
the proceedings (d). 

A refusal to allow an appeal to the Judicial Committee arises in 
most cases by reason of the court below holding that the amount 
in dispute is below the appealable value ; in such a case, in the 
petition against that holding, it is advisable to ask for special leave 
to appeal, as the Judicial Committee, if they affirm the decision of 
the court below as to the amount in dispute, may still, upon its 


Settlements ; of Morocco, to the Supreme Court of Gibraltar ; of Muscat, the 
Persian Coast and Islands, and Zanzibar, to the High Court of Bombay ; of 
the Pacific Ocean, to the Supreme Couirt of Fiji; of Wei-hai-Wei, to the 
Supreme Court of Hong-£ong ; of Southern Bhodesia, to the Supreme Court of 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

(р) 32 & 33 Viet. 0. 50. 

(?) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 A 33 Tioi c. 66), s. 39. 

(r) Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viot. o. 87), s. 14. 

(s) Judicial Committee Eules, 1908, r. 88 ; Statutory Rules and Orders, 1908, 
p. 405, No. 1288, L. 43 ; [1909] W. N., Pt. IL, pp. 60—58. 

(a) Statutory Rules ana Orders Revised, Vol. VX, Judicial Committee, p. 13. 

(h) Ihid.t uU eupra. _ , , ^ , 

(с) Judicial Committee Rules, 1908, r. 2 ; Statutory Rules and Orders, 1908, 
p. 406. See Daily Telegraph Co, v. McLaughlin, ri904] A. 0. 776, P. 0.; 
Victorian Railway a CommiaaiofieraY, Broum^ [1906] A* 0. 381, P. 0. j B. v. Lounda, 
[1904] A. 0. 412, P. 0. 

(d) Harriaon v. Scott (1846), 5 Moo. P. 0. C. 357* 
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Cojjsm. 


SwjT. s. appearing that the question involves some general righti grant 
"Ihaotleeand special leave to appeal (e). 

Frooedore. Where the court below is not a court of error or court of appeal, 
— power is given by Order in Council to admit appeals either generally 
or as to any particular case ( /*). 

Petition for 68. The petition asking for special leave to appeal must state 
succinctly and fairly all such facts as it may be necessary to state 
in order to enable the Judicial Committee to advise His Majesty 
whether such leave ought to be granted. The petition must not 
travel into extraneous matter, and must deal with the merits of the 
case only so far as is necessary for the purpose of explaining and 
supporting the particular grounds upon which special leave to 
appeal is sought (g). It is necessary that there should be uberrima 
fides on the part of the petitioner (/i). 

The petitioner must lodge at least three copies of his petition for 
special leave to appeal together with an affidavit that, to the best 
of his knowledge, information, and belief, the allegations contained 
in the petition are true (i). The petition for special leave to appeal 
may be lodged at any time after the date of the judgment sought to 
be appealed against, but with the least possible delay {k). Where the 
Judicial Committee advise His Majesty to grant special leave to 
appeal, they must in their report specify the amount of security for 
costs (if any) to be lodged by the petitioner, and the period (if any) 
within which such security is to be lodged and, unless the circum- 
stances of a particular case render such a course unnecessary, 
provide for the transmission of the record by the registrar of the 
court appealed from to the registrar of the Privy Council, and 
provide further matters as the justice of the case may require (Z). 


Appeal in 59. A person wishing to appeal in found pauperis must apply 
farmd petition, accompanied by a certificate of counsel that there 

paupem. reasonable grounds for the appeal (w?), and by an affidavit 

stating that he is not worth more than £25 besides his wearing 
apparel and his interest in the appeal. The petition should state 
that he is unable to provide sureties (n). A petitioner in formd 

(e) Oungowa KomeMcdupa v. Erawa Kome Jogapa (1870), 13 Moo. Ind. App, 
433 ; Broum v. McLau^han (1870), L. E. 3 P. 0, 458. 

(/) Judicial Oommittee Eules, 1908, it. 2, 3 ; Statutory Eules and Orders, 
1908, No. 1288, L. 43, pp. 406, 407 ; [1909] W. N., R. IL, pp. 50—58. See 
also Judicial Committee Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 69), s. 1, and Ewing v. Dominion 
^anA;, [1904] A. 0. 806, P, 0. ; Glergw v. Murray ^ [1903] A. 0. 521, P. 0. 

ig) Lyall v. Jardine (1870), 7 Moo. P. 0. 0. (N. s.) 116; muasoorte Bank v. Raynor 
(1882), 7 App. Oas. 328, P. 0. ; Baudains v. Jersey Banking Co, (1888), 13 App. 
Oas. 832, P. 0. ; Goree Monee Dossee v. Juggut Indro Narain Chowdery (1866), 11 
Moo. Ind. App. 1 ; Sheo Singh Rai v. Mussumut Dahho (1878), L. R 5 Ind. App. 
87 ; Annundimoyee CJiowd v. Sheeh Chunder Roy (1862), 9 Moo. Ind. App. 287 ; 
Ex parte Kmsingt<m (1863), 15 Moo. P. 0. 0. 209. 

i n) Ram Sdbuk Bose v. Monmohini Dossee (1874), L. E. 2 Ind. App. 71, 81. 

•) Judicial Oommittee Eules, 1908, r. 4, ubi supra, p. 407. 
k) Ibid,, r. 5. 

Q Ibid,, r. 6. 

’ Moo- 0. 0. 486; WatU r. Beaman (1854), 9 
Moo. P. 0. 0. 81. See also Mitehell v. New Zealand Agency Co., [1904] A. 0. 
149 ; Ponamma v. Arvmogam, [1902] A. 0. 561 ; Quinlan v. Quinlan, [19011 A. 0. 
612 I Walker t. WtUker, [1903] A. 0. 170, P. 0. 

(*•) Judicial Committee Eulec, 1908, r. 8; and eee KeBy t. Oorhett (I860]. 14 
Hoe. P. 0. 0. 89. ' 
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pmperia is relieved from the payment of fees, and from lodging sbot. 3. 
security for costs (o), but must pay for preparing and printing the Practice and 
record. ^ ^ ^ Procedure. 

If a petition to appeal informd pauperis is dismissed, the Judicial — 
Committee may advise His Majesty to order that the petitioner 
may be excused from payment of the Council ofidce fees usually 
chargeable to a petitioner in respect of a petition for leave to appeal (p) . 

An appellant informd pauperis may be awarded costs according 
to the rules of the House of Lords as to pauper costs (g). 

(a.) PnparaHon of Record. 

60. After an appellant has fulfilled the conditions governing an The record, 
appeal so far as the court below is affected, or has obtained special 
leave to appeal, the appellant is required without delay to take all 
necessary steps to have the record transmitted to the registrar of 
the Privy Council (r). The record must be printed in accordance 
with prescribed rules («), and may be printed either abroad or in 
England (t). Where the record is printed abroad, the registrar 
of the court below must, at the expense of the appellant, transmit 
to the registrar of the Privy Council forty copies of such record, 
one of which copies he must certify to be correct by signing his 
name on, or initialling every eighth page thereof, and by affixing 
thereto the seal of any of the courts appealed from (a). 

Where the record is printed in England, the registrar must, at 
the expense of the appellant, transmit to the registrar of the Privy 
Council one certified copy of such record, together with an index of 
all the papers and exhibits in the case. No other certified copies of 
the record may be transmitted to the agents in England by or on 
behalf of the parties to the appeal (b). 

Where part of the record is printed abroad the above rules apply, 
as far as practicable, to such parts as are printed abroad and in 
England respectively (c). 

The reasons given by the judge, or any of the judges, for or 
against any judgment pronounced in the course of the proceedings 
out of which the appeal arises, are to be communicated by such 
judge or judges in writing to the registrar, and are to be transmitted 
to the registrar of the Privy Council at the same time as the 
record is transmitted (d). 

(o) Judicial Oommittee Buies, 1908, r. 9 ; Statutory Buies and Orders, 

1908, No. 1288, L. 43, p. 407 ; [1909] W. N., Pt. n., pp. 60-58. 

(p) Ibid., t. 10, ubi supra, p. 408. 

(5) Waatenet/e v. Waet^i, [1900] A. 0. 440, P. 0. That is, no fees of counsel 
are allowed, but the solicitor has his out of pocket costs and a reasonable 
allowance to cover office expenses etc. 

(rl Judicial Oommittee Eules, 1908, r, 11, uhi supra, p. 408. 

is) Ihid., r. 12. ^ ... a a 

(t) l.e,, in demy quarto on paper 11 in. by 8J in., in pica type, but accounts, 
tabular matter, and notes in lone primer, forty-seven lines of pica to the page, 
each tenth line to be numbered. Fifty copies to cost 38a. per sheet of eight 
pages Sohed. A). 

(a) Judicial Oommittee Eules, 1908, r, 13, uM supra, p. 409. 

(6) Ibid,, r. 14. 
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Special case. 


The registrar, as well as the parties and their agents, must 
endeavour to exclude from the record all documents (especmlly 
such as are merely formal) that are not relevant to the subject- 
matter of the appeal, and, generally, to reduce the bulk of the record 
as far as practicable, taking special care to avoid the duplication of 
documents and the unnecessary repetition of headings and other 
merely formal parts of documents ; but the documents omitted to 
be printed or copied must be enumerated in a list to be placed after 
the index or at &e end of the record (e). 

Where one party objects to the inclusion of a document in the 
record, on the ground that it is unnecessary or irrelevant, and the 
other party insists on its being included, the record as finally 
printed must, with a view to the subsequent adjustment of the costs 
of and incidental to such document, indicate, in the index or 
otherwise, the fact that, and the party by whom, the inclusion of the 
document was objected to (/). 

The record must be registered in the registry of the Privy 
Council as soon as it is received, with the date of arrival, the names 
of the parties, the date of the judgment appealed from, and the 
description, whether printed ” or written/* A record not printed 
in the prescribed manner (ff) is to be treated as written. Appeals 
are to be numbered consecutively in each year in the order in which 
they are received (Ii). 

The parties are entitled to inspect the record and to extract all 
necessary particulars therefrom for the purpose of entering an 
appearance (i). 

61. When the record arrives in England either wholly or partly 
written, the appellant must within four months, if the appeal comes 
from certain courts (k), and within two months in other cases, enter 
an appearance and bespeak a typewritten copy of the record, or of 
such parts thereof as it may be necessary to have copied (1). 

After entering his appearance the appellant must forthwith give 
notice thereof to the respondent, if the latter has entered an 
appearance (m). 

62. When it appears likely that the decision of a matter on appeal 
will turn exclusively on a question of law, the parties, with the 
sanction of the registrar of the Privy Council, may submit such 
question of law to the Judicial Committee in the form of a special 

(e) Judicial Committee Buies, 1908, r, 17 ; Statutory Buies and Orders, 1908, 
No. 1288, L. 43, p. 408 ; [1909] W. N., Pt. II., pp. 60-68. 

(/) Judicial Committee Buies, 1908, r. 18, ubt supra, p. 409. 

M See p. 36, note (t), ante. 

Judicial Committee Buies, 1908, r 19, uhi supra, p. 409. 

(0 Ibid., r. 20. 

(k) r. 0 ., in the case of Australia (and the constituent States thereof), Basuto- 
land, British East Africa, British Honduras, British North Borneo, Bmnei, 
Ceylon, ChincuEastem African Protectorates, Falkland Islands, Federate Malay 
Stim^ Fiji, Hong-Kong, India, Mauritius, New Zealand, Persia, Seychelles, 
Somalilana Protectorate, Straits Settlements. Zanzibar {ibid,, Sched. B.). 

(Q Ibid., r. 21. The oosts of preparing tne copies is fixed at Ij^. per folio 
of migliah matter ; 2d. per folio of Indian matter, and 3d, per folio of foreign 
matter (^bid.). 

(m) Ibid., r. 22. 
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case, and print such parts only of the record as may be necessary 
for the discussion thereof. But if the Judicial Committee think fit 
they may order the full discussion of the case. In order to promote 
such arrangements and simplification of matters in dispute, the 
registrar may call the parties before him, and, having heard them 
and examined the record, may report to the Judicial Committee as 
to the nature of the proceedings (n). 

63. As soon as the appellant has obtained the typewritten copy of 
the record, he must arrange the documents in order, check the 
index, insert marginal notes, and generally do all that is necessary 
to prepare the copy for the printer, and, if the respondent has 
entered an appearance, submit the copy prepared for the printer to 
the respondent for approval. If the parties cannot agree the matter 
is to be submitted to the registrar of the Privy Council, whose decision 
thereon shall be final (o). 

When the typewritten copy of the record is ready for the 
printer, the appellant must lodge it with a request to the registrar 
to have it printed by His Majesty’s Printer or by any other printer 
on the same terms, and engage to pay the prescribed price (p) for 
fifty copies, or such other number as in the opinion of the registrar 
the circumstances of the case require ( 2 ). 

64. When the proof prints of the record are ready, the registrar of 
the Privy Council must give notice to all parties who have entered 
an appearance, requesting them to attend at the registry, at a time 
named, to examine the proof prints and compare them with the 
certified record. After the examination the appellant must lodge 
his proof print, duly corrected and so far as necessary approved by 
the respondent, and the registrar must cause the copies of the 
record to be struck off from this proof print (r). 

Each party who has entered an appearance is entitled to receive 
for his own use six copies of the record («). 

Subject to any special direction from the Judicial Committee, the 
costs of and incidental to the printing of the record form part 
of the costs of the appeal, but where a document has been objected 
to by either party (t) if such document on taxation is found to be 
unnecessary or irrelevant, the costs of printing it are disallowed 
to or borne by the party insisting on its inclusion (a). 

(iiL) Petition of Appeal, 

66 . The appellant must lodge his petition of appeal, where it 
arrives in England printed, within four months in the case of 
appeals from certain courts (6), and within two months in other 


(n) Judicial Committee Rules, 1908, r. 26 ; Statutory Rules and Orders, 190S, 
No. 1288, L. 43, p. 409 ; [1909] W. N., Pt II., pp. 60~-68. 

i o) Ihid,f r. 23. 
p) Seep. 35, note (<), ante. 

Judicial Oommitt^ Rules, 1908, r. 24, vhi eupra, p. 410. 
r) Ihid,, j, 26. 
eS Ibid.^ B, 27, 
t) See p. 36, ante, 

d) Judicial Committee Rules, 1908, r. 28. 

b) In case of appeals from the courts mentioned in note (X;), p. 80, anU» 
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Courts. 


Biot. 8. oases ; where it arrives in England written, within one month from 
Practice and the date of the completion of the printing thereof. If there are 
Procedure, epecial reasons the appellant may lodge his petition of appeal prior 
to the arrival of the record (c). 

The petition of appeal (d) must recite succinctly, and, as far as 
possible, in chronolgical order, the principal steps in the proceedings 
from their commencement down to the admission of the appeal, but 
must not contain argumentative matter, or go into the merits of the 
case (c). 

The appellant must, after lodging his petition of appeal, serve a 
copy thereof indorsed with the date of lodgment without delay on 
the respondent, as soon as the latter has entered an appearance (/). 

Setting down. 66 . The petitioner must notify the registrar when a petition is 
ready for hearing, and the petition is thereupon deemed to be set 
down (g). 

All petitions which have been set down are to be put in the 
paper, unless the Judicial Committee otherwise direct, on each day 
appointed for the hearing of petitions. Petitions, however, in the 
absence of special circumstances of urgency shown to the satis- 
faction of the registrar, are not to be put in the paper before the 
expiration of three clear days, if unopposed, or ten clear days, if 
opposed, from the lodging thereof, unless in the latter case the 
opponent consents to an earlier day not less than three clear days 
from the lodging (fe). 

Summons to 67 . When the Judicial Committee have appointed a day for the 
hearing. hearing of a petition, the registrar is to notify all parties concerned 
by summons (i). If the prayer of a petition is consented to in 
writing by the opponent, or the petition is of a formal or non- 
contentious character, the Judicial Committee may, if they think 
fit, report to His Majesty, or make an order, as the case may be, 
without requiring the attendance of the parties, and in such case 
no summons is to be issued, but the registrar is to notify the 
parties of the making, date, and nature of the report or order {k). 

Withdrawal 68 . A petitioner who desires to withdraw his petition must give 
notice in writing to the registrar. Where the petition is opposed 
the opponent is, subject to any agreement between the parties, 
entitled to apply to the Judicial Committee for his costs, but where 
the petition is unopposed, or the parties have agreed as to the costs, 
the committee may dispose of the petition as a consent petition (Z). 
An appeal once incepted can only be withdrawn by leave of the 
Judici£d Committee obtained on petition (m). 

(c) Judicial Committee Eules, 1908, r. 29 ; Statutory Eulee and Orders, 1908, 
No. 1288, L. 43, p. 411 ; [1909J W. N., Pt. H., pp. 60-58. 

(d) As to the form of the petition of appeal, see p. 42, post 

(e) Judicial Committee Eules, 1908, r. 80, ubi supra, p. 41] 

If) Ibid., r. 81, uM supra, p. 411. 

(a) Ibid., r. 63, p. 416. 

f A) i hid., r. 54. 

(0 Ibid., r. 66. 

\k) I hid., r. 66. 

(Z) Ibid., T, 67, p. 417. 

(m) Boed v« SreemuUy Ooufmoney Dales (1867), 6 Moo. Ind. App. 490. 
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69. Where a petitioner unduly delays bringing his petition to a 
hearing, the registrar is to call upon him to explain the delay, and 
if no explanation, or one, in the opinion of the registrar, insufficient, 
is offered, the registrar is to treat the petition as set down, and, 
after notifying all parties by summons, to put it in the paper on 
the next day appointed for the hearing of petitions for such 
directions as the committee may think fit to give (n). 

Only one counsel is to be heard on each side on the hearing of a 
petition (o). 

70. Where a petition is expected to be lodged, or has been lodged, 
which does not relate to any pending appeal of which the record 
has been registered in the registry of the Privy Council, any person 
claiming a right to appear at the hearing may lodge a caveat, 
and thereupon is entitled to receive from the registrar of the Privy 
Council notice of tbe lodging of the petition (if not lodged at the 
time of the caveat), and if and when the petition has been lodged to 
require the petitioner to serve him with a copy of the petition, and 
to furnish him, at his own expense, with copies of any papers lodged 
by the petitioner in support of his petition. The caveator shall 
forthwith, after lodging his caveat, give notice thereof to the petitioner, 
if the petition has been lodged (p). 

71. Copies of petitions relating to any appeals of which the record 
has been registered in the registry of the Privy Council are to be 
served on all parties who have entered an appearance. Any party 
so served is entitled to require the petitioner to furnish him, at his 
own expense, with copies of any papers lodged in support of the 
petition (q), 

72. A petition not relating to any appeal of which the record has 
been registered in the registry of the Privy Council, or which 
contains allegations of fact which cannot be verified by reference to 
the registered record, or any certificate, or duly authenticated state- 
ment of the court below, must be supported by an affidavit. Where 
the petitioner appears in person, this affidavit must be sworn by 
him, and state that to the best of his knowledge, information, and 
belief the allegations in the petition are true. Where tbe petitioner 
is represented by an agent, the affidavit must be sworn by the agent, 
and, besides stating that to the best of his knowledge, information, 
and belief the allegations in the petition are true, show how he 
obtained his instructions and information (r). 

73. A petition for an order of revivor or substitution must be 
accompanied by a certificate or duly authenticated statement from 
the court below, showing who, in the opinion of that court, is the 
proper person to be substituted, or entered, on the record in place 
of, or in addition to, the party who has died, or undergone a ohange 
of status («). 

(n) Judicial Committee Buies, 1908, r. 58 ; Statutory Buies and Orders, 1908, 
No. 1288, L. 43. p. 417 ; [1909] W. N., Pt. IL, pp. 50-58. 

(o) Ibid,, r. 59, p. 417. This refers to all petitions except petitions of appeaL 
&) Ibid., r. 48, p. 415. 
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The registrar may, sabjeot to appeal to the Jndioial Committee, 
refuse a petition on the ground that it contains scandalous 
matter (a). 

(it.) Withdrawal or Non~Proueutum of Appeal, 

74. An appellant, who has not lodged his petition of appeal, may 
withdraw his appeal by giving notice in writing; to the registrar of 
the Privy Council, who must with all convenient speed by letter 
notify the registrar of the court appealed from that the appeal has 
been withdrawn. The appeal stands dismissed as hrom the date of 
this letter (jb). 

When an appellant, who has lodged his petition of appeal, desires 
to withdraw his appeal, he must present a petition to that effect. 
On the hearing of this petition a respondent who has entered an 
appearance may (in the absence of any agreement between the 
parties) apply to the Judicial Committee for his costs. But when the 
respondent has not entered an appearance, or if he has entered an 
appearance but consents in writing to the prayer of the petition, 
the Judicial Committee may, if they think fit, dispose of it similarly 
to a consent petition, mutatia mutandis (c) 

75. Where an appellant takes no step in prosecution of his appeal, 
within four months in the case of appeals from certain courts id), or 
within two months in other cases from the date of the arrival of the 
record in England, the registrar of the Privy Council must, with all 
convenient speed, notify by letter the registrar of the court appealed 
from that the appeal has not been prosecuted. The appeal stands 
dismissed for non-prosecution as from the date of this letter without 
further order (c). 

Where an appellant who has entered an appearance fails to 
bespeak a copy, or part of a copy, of a written record as prescribed 
within the prescribed time (/), or having so bespoken a copy fails to 
take all further steps necessary to complete the printing of the 
record, or fails to lodge his petition of appeal within the prescribed 
period (p), the registrar of the Privy Council must call upon him to 
explain bis default, and if no explanation is offered, or the explana- 
tion is, in the opinion of the registrar, insufficient, the registrar 
must, with all convenient speed, notify by letter the registrar of the 
court appealed from that the appeal has not been effectually prose- 
cuted. The appeal stands dismissed for non-prosecution as from 
the date of this letter. The registrar must send a copy of this 
letter to all parties who have entered an appearance Qi). 

76. Where an appellant, who has lodged his petition of appeal, 
fails to prosecute his appeal with due diligence, the registrar of the 


(a) Judicial Oommittee Bulea, 1906, r. 62 ; Statutory Buies and Orders, 1008, 
No. 1288, L. 48; [1909] W. N., Pt. n., pp. 60—68. 

(h) Ibid,, r. 82. 

(c) Judicial Oommittee Buies, 1908, r. 88. 

(a) In the case of the courts mentioned in note (k), p, 86, ante. 

(e) Judicial Committee Buies, 1908, r. 34. 

(/) See p. 36, ante. 

(ff) See p. 37, ante. 

(hj Judicial Oommittee Buies, 1908, r. 36. 
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Privy Council must call upon him to explain his default, and if no 
explanation is offered, or the explanation is, in the opinion of the 
registrar, insufficient, the registrar must issue a summons calling 
on the appellant to show cause before the Judicial Committee, 
at a time named, why the appeal should not be dismissed for non- 
prosecution. No such summons can be issued before the expira- 
tion of one year from the date of the arrival of the record in England. 
If the respondent has entered an appearance, the registrar must 
send him a copy of the summons, and he may be heard at the 
hearing and ask for costs and other relief. The Judicial Committee 
may, after considering the matter, recommend His Majesty to 
dismiss the appeal for non-prosecution, or give such other directions 
as the justice of the case may require (t). 

77. An appellant whose appeal has been dismissed for non- 
prosecution may present a petition to His Majesty in Council 
praying that his appeal may be restored (k). 

(v.) Appearance hy Eeepondent 

78. The respondent may enter an appearance at any time after 
the arrival of the record and before the hearing of the appeal, but he 
must bear or be disallowed costs occasioned by any undue delay in 
entering his appearance, unless the Judicial Committee otherwise 
direct (/). 

After entering an appearance the respondent must forthwith 
give notice thereof to the appellant if the latter has entered an 
appearance (m). 

Where there are two or more respondents, and only one or more 
enter an appearance, the appearance form must set out the names of 
those who appear (w). 

Two or more respondents may at their own risk as to costs enter 
separate appearances in the same appeal (o). 

A respondent who has not entered an appearance is not entitled 
to receive any notice relating to the appeal from the registrar of the 
Privy Council, nor be allowed to lodge a case(p). 

79. Subject to any special order of the Judicial Committee to the 
contrary, if a respondent, who was a respondent when the appeal 
was admitted, whether by order of the court below or by an Order 
in Council giving special leave to appeal, fails to enter an appear- 
ance, and it appears from the terms of the said order or Order in 
Council, or from the record, or from a certificate of the registrar of 
the court below, that the said non-appearing respondent has received 
notice, or is otherwise aware of the said order or Order in Council, 
and has also received notice or is otherwise aware of the despatch 
of the record to England, the appeal may be set down ex parte 

(t) Judicial Committee Roles, 1908, r. 36 ; Statutory Rules and Orders, 1908, 
p. 412, No. 1288, L. 43; [1909] W. N., Pt II., pp. 60—38. 

(k) Ihid., r. 37, p. 413. 

ll) Ibid., r. 38. 

(m) Ibid., r, 39. 

(n) Ibid., T. 40. 

fo) Ibid,, r. 41. 

(p) Ibid,, T. 42. 
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as against him, at any time after the expiration of three months 
after the petition of appeal has bpen lodged (q). 

If the non-appearing respondent was made a respondent by Order 
in Gonncil snoseqaently to the admission of the appeal, and it 
appears hrom the record, or supplementary record, or from a certifi- 
cate of the registrar of the court below, that the non-appearing 
respondent has received notice or was otherwise aware of any 
intended application to bring him on the record as a respondent, 
the appeal may be set down ex parte as against him, at any time 
after the expiration of three months after service on him of the 
Order in Council bringing him on the record as a respondent (r). 

If it is shown to the satisfaction of the Judicial Committee, by 
afddavit or otherwise, that the appellant has made every reasonable 
endeavour to serve a non-appearing respondent with the prescribed 
notices (s), and has failed to effect service, or that it is not the inten- 
tion of the respondent to enter an appearance, the appeal may, 
without further order and at the risk of the appellant, be set down 
ex parte as against the non-appearing respondent (t). 

80. A respondent who desires to defend an appeal vi formd 
pauperU may present a petition to that effect to His Majesty in 
Council, accompanied by an affidavit stating he is not worth £25 
except his wearing apparel and his interest in the subject-matter of 
the appeal (a). 

(vi.) Form of Documents, 

81. Petitions for orders and directions as to practice and procedure^ 
arising after the lodging of the petition of appeal, and not involving 
any change in the parties, are to be addressed to the Judicial Com- 
mittee. All other petitions are to be addressed to His Majesty in 
Council, but a petition properly so addressed may include, as 
incidental to the relief sought, a prayer for orders or directions as 
to practice and procedure (i»). 

Orders, which do not embody any special terms or include any 
special directions, need not be drawn up, unless the Judicial 
Committee so direct, but a note thereof is to be made by the regis- 
trar of the Privy Council (c). 

Petitions must consist of consecutively numbered paragraphs, 
written, typewritten or lithographed on brief-paper with quarter 
margin and indorsed with the name of the court appealed from, the 
short title and Privy Council number of the appeal, or the short 
title of the petition (as the case may be) and the name and address 
of the London agent (if any) of the petitioner, but need not be 
signed. Petitions for special leave to appeal may be printed (in 
demy quarto or other convenient form) (d). 

is) Judicial Committee Buies, 1908, r. 43 a ; Statutory Buies aud Orders, 
1908, p. 413, No. 1288, L. 43; [1909] W. N., Pt. H., pp. 60—58. 

>) lUd., r. 43 b, p. 414. 

a) That is, those mentioned in the two last preceding paragraphs. 

() Judicial Oommittee Buies, 1908, r. 43, uSt ai^ra, p. 413 
o) IWd, r. 44, p. 414. 
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(▼iu) Lodging 

82. No party to an appeal is entitled to be heard by the Judicial 
Committee unless he has previously lodged hie case. A respondent, 
however, who is merely a stakeholder or trustee with no other 
interest in the appeal, may give notice in writing to the registrar 
of his intention not to lodge a case, reserving his right to address 
the committee on the question of costs {e). 

The case may be printed either in England or abroad, but in 
either case must be printed in the prescribed manner (/*), and shall 
be signed by at least one of the counsel who attends the hearing 
of the appeal, or by the party if he appears in person {g). Each 
party must lodge forty copies of his case (A). 

83. The case must consist of paragraphs numbered consecutively, 
and state as concisely as possible the circumstances out of which 
the appeal arises, the contentions to be urged by the party lodging 
the case, and the reasons of appeal. Eeferences by page and line 
to the relevant portions of the record are to be, as far as practicable, 
printed in the margin ; long extracts from the record must, as far as 
practicable, not be printed in the case. The taxing officer must, 
in taxing the costs, either of his own motion or at the instance of 
the opposite party inquire into any unnecessary prolixity in the 
case, and disallow the costs occasioned thereby (i). 

Two or more- respondents may, at their own risk as to costs, 
lodge separate cases (A). 

Each party after lodging his case must forthwith give notice to 
the other party (Z). 

84. The party who lodges his case first may, at any time after the 
expiration of three clear days after notice of lodgment of his case, 
serve the other party (if he has not lodged his case) with a “ case 
notice” requiring him to lodge his case within one month from 
service of the case notice, and informing him that in default the 
appeal will be set down for hearing ex parte against him. If the 
other party fails to comply with the case notice, the party who has 
lodged his case may, at any time after the expiration of the time 
limited by the case notice, lodge an affidavit of service (setting out 
the terms of the case notice), and the appeal, if all other conditions 
for being set down are satisfied, is to be set down ex parte as 
against the party in default No case notice, however, may be 
served until after the completion of the printing of the record. The 
taxing officer in adjusting the costs of the appeal may inquire 
generally into the circumstances in which the case notice was 
served, and, if satisfied that there was no reasonable necessity for 
serving it, may disallow the costs of it to the party serving it The 


(e) Judicial Committee Buies, 1908, r. 60 ; Statutory Buies and Orders, 1908 
p. 417, No. 1288, L. 43; [1909] W. N., Pt. 11., pp. 60—58. 

(/) See note (f), p. 36, antf. 

(g) Judicial Committee Buies, 1908, r. 61, ubi $upra, p. 417. 

(A) Ihid,i T, 62. 

(0 JTWd., r. 63. 

Ihid.f r. 64, p. 418* 


H.L. — IX. 
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party in default is not precluded from lodging his case, at his own 
risk as regards costs and otherwise, at any time up to the date of 
hearing (m). 

86 . Subject to the rules as to procedure on non-appearance 
of the respondent (n), and as to case notice, an appeal is to be set 
down ipso facto as soon as the cases on both sides are lodged, and 
the parties thereupon are to exchange cases by handing one 
another ten copies of their respective cases (o). 

As soon as the appeal is set down the appellant must attend at 
the registry and obtain ten copies of the record and cases, and have 
them bound in the prescribed manner (p) for the use of the Judicial 
Committee. The several documents indicated by incuts are to be 
arranged in the following order : (1) appellant’s case ; (2) res^n- 
dent’s case ; (8) record ; (4) supplementary record, if any (q). The 
appellant must lodge the bound copies not less than four clear days 
before the commencement of the sittings at which the appeal is to 
be heard (r). 

(vui.) The Hearing. 

86. Where the Judicial Committee have appointed a day for the 
commencement of the sittings for the hearing of appeals, the 
registrar must, as far as in him lies, make the appointed day 
known to the agents of all parties concerned, and name a day on 
or before which appeals must be set down, if they are to be entered 
in the list of business for the sitting. All appeals set down on or 
before the day named are, subject to any directions from the 
committee or agreements between the parties, to be entered in such 
list of business, and, subject to directions from the committee, are 
to be heard in the order in which they are set down («). 

The registrar of the Privy Council, subject to the rule as to non- 
appearing respondents (0, is to notify the parties to each appeal by 
summons, at the earliest possible date, of the day appointed for 
the hearing of their appeal, and the parties must be in readiness on 
that day(ii). 

87 . The hearing is at the bar of the Privy Council. The 
appellant’s counsel begins and has a right of reply (a). Not 
more than two counsel will be heard on a side (b). Several parties 


(m) Judicial Committee Eules, 1908, r. 66 ; Statutory Eules and Orders, 1908, 
No. 1288, L. 43, p. 418 ; [1909] W. N., Ft. n., pp. 60—68. 

(n) See p. 42, ante (r. 43\ 

(o) Judicial Committee Eules, 1908, r. 67, uhi euprOt p. 418. 

(p) In cloth or half leather with paper sides ; six leaves of blank paper are to 
be inserted b^ore the an^Uant’s case. The front coyer must bear a printed 
label stating the title and Privy Council number of the Appeal, the contents of 
the volume, and the names and addresses of the London agents. The short 
title and Privy Council number of the appeal must be shown on the back. 

1 $) Judicial Committee Eules, 1908, r. 68, uhi at^ra, p. 419. 
r) J6td., r. 69. 
a) J6fd., r. 70. 
t) See p.41, ante (r. 42). 

as) Judicial Committee Eules, 1908, r. 71, ubi eupra, p. 419. 
a) Logan v. Burslem (1842), 4 Moo. P. C. 0. 292. 

h) See Judicial Committee Eules, 1908, r. 71, and title Bareistees, Yol. IL, 
p. 417. 
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in an appeal who are in different interests are heard by separate 
counsel, but if the interests are the same they must be heard 
by the same counsel (e). Persons interested may intervene (d), but 
not when an appeal is part heard (e). 

Where legal points of importance arise, especially if the com- 
mittee who beard the appeal disagree or entertain doubts, the 
committee will hear and, if necessary, direct further argument, in 
which case one counsel will be heard on each side (/). Be- 
argument may also be necessary in case of the death before 
judgment of one of the judges who heard the appeal (9). 

88. The committee are very unwilling to entertain any point 
not duly raised and considered in the court below (h), but when a 
question is raised for the first time on the construction of a docu- 
ment, or upon facts either admitted or proved beyond controversy, 
it is not only competent, but expedient, in the interests of justice 
to entertain the plea (i). And if the point is patent on the face of 
the record, the court will deal with it although it was not taken in 
the court below (i). 

89 . The committee have power to take evidence (f) ; such 
evidence is usually by affidavit, and is admitted on applications for 
leave to appeal, and where the evidence was not and could not be 
before the court below, as, e.ff., when the question is as to circum- 
stances under which the court below dealt with a legal practitioner 
under its disciplinary powers (m). 

90 . The committee have also power to refer any matters to be 
examined and reported on to the registrar, or to such other person 
or persons as shall be appointed by His Majesty in Council or by 
the Judicial Committee, in the same manner as matters are 
referred in the Chancery Division to a master (w). 

91 . The judgment of the committee is in the form of a report 
to His Majesty, advising him as to the appeal. Only one judgment 
is given ; this is delivered in open court, and contains the reasons 
for the report the committee will present to His Majesty (o). When 
the committee have reported, the report is submitted to His Majesty 


(c) Be Domiie and Arrindell (1841), 3 Moo. P. 0. 0. 414, 419; Jewa-^Jee v, 
Trimhuh-Jee (1842), 3 Moo. Ind. App. 138. 

(d) Maharajah hhuree Fersad Narain Sing v. Lai Chutterput Sing (1842), 
3 Moo. Ind. App. 100, 109 ; East India Co, v. Eobertson (1859), 7 Moo. Ino, 
App. 361. 

(c) La Banque d^Bochelaga v. Murray (1890), 15 App. Oas. 414, 419, P. 0. 

(/) Ruckmahoy v. Ltdloobhoy Mottichund (1852), 8 Moo. P, 0. 0. 4, at p. 11. 
(a) This was the case in FaVkingham v. Victorian Railways Commmwner^ 
see [1900] W. N., Pt H., p. 65. 

(h) Grey v. Manitoba and North Western Rail, Co, of Canada, [1897] A. 0. 
254, P. 0. 

i t) Connecticut Fire Insurance Co, v. Kavanagh, [1892] A. 0. 473, 480. 
k) Devine v. Molloway (1861), 14 Moo. P. 0. 0. 290, 298. 
i) Judicial Oommittee Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, o. 41), bs, 7, 8. 
m) J^ith y. Sierra Leone Justices (1841), 3 Moo. P. 0. 0. 361, 365 , 
n) Judicial Oommittee Act, 1833 (3 & 4 WilL 4, o. 41), s. 17. 
o) Ibid*, B. 3. 
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at tbe next Council, and when approved is embodied in an Order 
in Council and then becomes the final decree (p). 

The costs of appeals are in the discretion of the committee (a). 

92 . Where the Judicial Committee after hearing an appeal 
reserve their judgment thereon, the registrar must, in due course, 
notify the parties who attended the hearing of the appeal by 
summons of the day appointed for the delivery of the judgment (6). 

(ix.) CosU. 

93 . All bills of costs are to be referred to the registrar of the 
Privy Council, or such other person as the Judicial Committee 
may appoint, for taxation. A scale of fees is prescribed by which 
such taxations are regulated {c). Only costs incurred in England 
are to be taxed in England (d). 

•The registrar must, with all convenient speed after the Judicial 
Committee have given their decision as to the costs of any 
matter, issue to the party to whom costs have been awarded an 
order to tax, and notice of the day and hour appointed by him 
for taxation. This party must, not less than forty-eight hours before 
the time appointed for taxation, lodge his bill of costs (with all 
necessary vouchers) and serve the opposite party with a copy of 
his bill of costs and of the order to tax and notice (e). 

If a party fails to lodge his bill of costs and vouchers within the 
prescribed time, or otherwise delays or impedes the taxation, the 
taxing oflicer may, if he thinks fit, disallow his charges for drawing 
his bill of cos to and attending the taxation (/). 

Any party aggrieved by a taxation may appeal by way of motion 
to the Judicial Committee. Three clear days’ notice of the motion 
must be given to the opposite party, and a copy of the notice is to be 
left in the registry of the Privy Council (gf). 

The amount allowed on taxation is, subject to appeal to the 
Judicial Committee and to any direction from them to the contrary, 
to be inserted in the Order in Council determining the matter Qi) 

Where costs are directed to be taxed on the pauper scale, no fees 
to counsel are to be allowed, and agents are only to be awarded out- 
of-pocket expenses to cover office expenses, taken at about three- 
eighths of the usual professional charges in such matters (i). 

When an appellant has lodged security for the respondent’s costs, 
the registrar is to deal with such security in accordance with the 


( р) Pitt9 V. Lafoniaine (1880), 6 App. Oas. 483. 

(a) Judicial Committee Act, 1833 ?8 & 4 Will. 4, c. 41), s. 15 ; Order iu 
Council, 13t]i June, 1853, art. 1 ; Statutory Eules and Orders Revised, Vol. VI., 
Judicial Committee, p. 1. 

(5) Judicial Committee Rules, 1908; Statutory Rules and Orders, 1908, 
No. 1288, L. 43, p. 420 ; [19091 W. N., Pt. H., up. 50-~68, r. 74. 

(с) / hid,, r. 75. The s^e of fees is preaciibed by schedule 0 to the Rules. 
la) Judicial Committee Rules, 1908, r. 76, ubi iupra^ p. 420, 

\t) Ibid., r. 77. 

I f) Ibid., T. IB. 

{^) Ibid., r. 79. As to appeals involving costs only, see title DsPEirnsNoixs 
Aim CoLOiriBS. 

(h) Ibid. r. 80. 
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directions contained in the Order in Council determining the 
appeal (A). 

(x.) MUedlarmm, 

94. The Judicial Committee have power to excuse the parties 
from compliance with the prescribed rules, and may give such direc- 
tions as to practice and procedure as they consider just and expedient. 
Applications to be excused from compliance with any rules are to be 
addressed to the registrar of the Privy Council, who is to take the 
instructions of the Judicial Committee thereon, and communicate 
them to the parties. If the registrar thinks it desirable, or either 
of the parties so requests in writing, the application will be dealt 
with in open court. In such a case the application is to be put in 
the paper for hearing on a day appointed by the committee, and 
notice is to be given to the parties interested of the time appointed (Z). 

96. Any document lodged in connection with any matter pending 
may be amended by leave of the registrar of the Privy Council. If 
the registrar is of opinion, or either of the parties requests in 
writing, that the application may be dealt with in open court, the 
application will be so dealt with. In such a case the application is 
to be put in the paper for hearing on a day appointed by the 
Judicial Committee, and notice is to be given to the parties 
interested of the time appointed {m), 

96. Affidavits relating to^ any matter pending before His 
Majesty in Council or the Judicial Committee may be sworn before 
the registrar of the Privy Council (n). Where a party changes his 
agent, such party or the new agent must forthwith give notice to 
the registrar in writing of the change (o). 

97. Proctors, solicitors, and agents admitted to practice before 
the Judicial Committee must sign a declaration in the prescribed 
form engaging to observe and obey the Eules, Eegulations, Orders, 
and Practice of the Privy Council, and to pay and discharge, on 
demand, all fees and charges due and payable upon any matter 
pending before His Majesty in Council 0?). 

Proctors and solicitors practising in London are allowed to sign 
the declaration and practice before the Privy Council on production 
of their certificates without payment of any fees {q). 

Solicitors not practising in London, but admitted by the High 
Courts in England or Ireland, by the Court of Session in Scotland, or 
by the High Courts in any of His Majesty’s dominions, may apply, 
by petition to the Privy Council, for leave to practise before the 
Judicial Committee, and may be admitted to practice by an Order 

{h) Judicial Oommittee Buies, 1906, r. 82 ; Statutory Buies and Orders, 1906, 
p. 421, No. 1288, L. 43. 

(l) Ibid., r. 83. 

(m) Ibid., r. 84. 

(rt) Ibid., r. 85. 

Ibid., T. 86 

(p) Order in Council of 6th March, 1896, r. 1, Statutory Buies and Orders 
Beyised, Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, p. 13. The form of declaration is con- 
tained in the Order in Council. 

Order in Council of 6th March, 1896, r. 2, ubi $upra, p. 14. 
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Bam. 8. of Council (o) for such period and under such conditions as the 
Practice and Privy Council may direct (6). 

Proeednre, Any proctor, solicitor, agent, or other person practising before the 
Privy Council who wilfully acts in violation of the rules and 
practice of the Privy Council or of the prescribed rules, or who 
misconducts himself in prosecuting proceedings before the 
committee, or refuses or omits to pay, on demand, the Council 
office fees and charges payable by him, is liable to an absolute or 
temporary prohibition to practise before the Judicial Committee 
upon cause shown at the bar of the committee (c). 

Death of 98. In the case of the death or change of status of either of the 
party. parties, or a transmission of their interest, the suit abates, and an 

order of revivor must be obtained on petition. In the case of joint 
appellants the appeal does not abate by reason of the death of one 
of them (d). If a sole respondent dies the appellant must apply 
for an order of revivor against the personal representatives of the 
deceased (e). 

Sxtb-Seot. 2. — Ecclesiastical and Maritime Appeals^ 

Practice. 99. The practice and procedure of the Judicial Committee in 
ecclesiastical, vice- admiralty, and prize cases is regulated by an 
Order in Council of 11th December, 1866, in that behalf (/), and 
by an Order in Council of 21st December, 1908, making rules 
for and establishing a scale of fees to be allowed on taxation in 
appeals (9). 

The petition must be left in the office in duplicate with an office 
copy of the decree or order appealed against (/t). 

When the appeal has been referred to the Judicial Committee, 
the inhibition and citation and monition for process are issued 
by the registrar (i). If the inhibition, citation, and monition is 
not taken out within one month from the date of the petition 
being referred to the Judicial Committee, the appeal stands dis- 
missed (/c). The inhibition, citation, and monition must be returned 
duly served on the registrar of the court below and the opposite 


(a) An Order of Council is an order made* by the Privy Council itself, and 
not by His Majesty with the advice of the Privy Council. 

(b) Order in Council of 6th March, 1896, Statutory Eules and Orders 
Eevised, Yol. VI., Judicial Committee, p. 14, r. 3. 

(c) i bid., r. 4. 

(d) Bute (Marchioness) v. Mason (1849), 7 Moo. P. 0. 0. 1. 

fe) Oohind Chunder 8ein v, Eyan (1861), 16 Moo. P. C. C, 247. 

f/) Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, p. 98. 

(g) Judicial Committee Eules, 1908. These rules are directed (r. 87) to apply 
to all matters falling within the appellate jurisdiction of the Judicial Committee 
subject to the provisions of any statute or statutory rule or order to the 
contrary. 

(/i) Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, 
p. 98, r. 3. Appeals are either apvd acta (where the appellant gives notice to the 
registrar of the court below that he appeals, and the registrar enters the appeal 
in the minute book of his court) or in scriptis (where there is an instrument 
of appeal in writing (on a shilling stamp), attested by a notary public and two 
witnesses). 

(♦) Ihia., r. 4. 

(A;) Ibid., r. 6. 
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party, together with the proceed (Z), within one month from issue 
in the case of a court within the United Kingdom, and four months 
in the case of a court without the United Kingdom. In default the 
appeal stands dismissed (w). The respondent may enter appearance 
at any time after the appeal is referred to the committee (n). If 
the respondent desires to adhere (o) to the appeal, he must within 
one month of appearance lodge declaration of adherence stating 
from what part of the decree of the court below he desires 
to appeal (p). The appellant must bring in sixty printed copies 
of the appendix (q) within one month of the process being brought 
in and deliver fortjr copies to the respondent (r). Both parties 
are to bring in sixty printed copies of their respective cases 
within one month of the appendix being brought in and deliver 
forty copies to the opposite party («). The case then stands for 
hearing (<)• The appellant may abandon his appeal by filing a 
proxy stating that he abandons the appeal and consents to be 
condemned in costs (w). 

100. An appellant residing out of the United Kingdom must, 
within two months after service of a notice on his solicitor to that 
effect, give security in ;£200(ir). If an appeal stands dismissed under 
the rules, a motion may be made within a fortnight to reinstate 
it. An order to reinstate may be made subject to an order as to 
the costs or otherwise (?/). 

101. Pleadings and references to the registrar, or to the regis- 
trar and merchants, are regulated, as far as they are applicable, 
by the Rules of the Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division 
(Admiralty) for the time being (a). 

In the case of appeals under the Clergy Discipline Act, 1892 (fc), 
it is not necessary to lodge any written statement or printed 
copies of the case with reference to which the appeal is brought (c). 

102. On the hearing of ecclesiastical appeals provision is made 
for the attendance of the archbishops and bishops as assessors 
according to a rota (d). 


{1) Statutory Buies and Orders Revised, Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, p. 98, 
r. 6 . The process is the whole of the proceedings and proofs in the court below. 

(m) Order in Council of 11 th December, I 860 , r. 7. 

(n) Ibid.f r. 8 , 

( 0 ) That is, to appeal against any part of the order of the court below which 
is prejudicial to him. 

(р) Ibid.y r. 9. 

(g) That is, the record. 

(r) Ibid,y rr. 10 , 28. 

(0 Ibid.y rr. 12 , 13, 28. 

U) Ibid.y r. 14. ' 

(«) Ibid.y r. 17. 

Ibid.y r. 15. 
j Ibid.y r. 20. 

(aj Ibidy rr. 24, 25. See title Admibalty, Vol. I., p. lit. 

(5) 65 & 56 Viet. c. 32. 

(с) Clergy^ Discipline Buies, 1892, r, 74 (Statutory Buies and Orders Bevised, 
Vol. rV., Boolesiastical Court, England, p. 61). 

((^ Order in Council, 28th November, 1876 ; Statutory Buies and Order# 
Bevised, Vol. VI., Ju^cial Committee, p. 114. 
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On the hearing of Admiralty appeals the Judicial Committee may, 
if they think fit, require the attendance of two nautical assessors (e). 

The procedure in relation to hearing and judgment is as in the 
case of ordinary appeals (/). 

108. Appeals from the Admiralty Court of the Cinque Ports, 
Colonial Courts of Admiralty, and Vice-Admiralty Courts are 
regulated by rules made on the 28rd August, 1888 (g), except in the 
case of Indian Vice- Admiralty Courts, for which rules were made 
under the Vice- Admiralty Courts Act, 1882 (h), on the 27th June, 
1882 (i). 

Separate rules of procedure have been approved by Order in 
Council for aeveral colonial Courts of Admiralty {k), which possibly 
may- iSupersede the rules of 1888, and in case of Indian courts 
those of 1882. 

These appeals are regulated so far as regards the Prize Courts 
of first instance by an Order in Council of the 18th July, 1898 (Z), 
while the practice before the Judicial Committee is regulated by 
rules dated the 11th December, 1865 (in). 

104. The proceedings in appeals, so far as the courts below are 
concerned, are regulated by the rules of those courts. Before 
the Judicial Committee procedure on appeals is governed by the 
Order in Council of 11th December, 1865 (n), and fees by the Order 
in Council of 21st December, 1908 (o). Appeals under the Clergy 
Discipline Act, 1892 (p), are regulated by the rules made by virtue 
of the Act, both in the court below and before the Judicial 
Committee (g). 

Sect. 4. — Officers. 

105. The oflScers of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council 
are a registrar and a deputy registrar (r). The registrar is appointed 

(e) Judicial Committee Rules, 1908, r. 73, Statutory Buies and Orders. 1908. 
No. 1288, L. 43 ; [1909] W. N., Pt. D., pp. 60-68. 

(/) See p. 33, ante, 

(gr) Statutory Buies and Orders Revised, Vol. 11., Colonial Courts of 
Admiralty, p. 1. Rr. 150 — 166 deal with appeals. These rules were made 
under Vice- Admiralty Courts Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 24), s. 14. 

(h) 2&3 WiU. 4, c. 61. 

S R. 35 of these rules deals with appeals. It is printed in Safford and 
eler’s Privy Council Practice, p. 906. 

(A;) Namely, in the case of the following courts : Aden, Resident’s Court ; 
Bombay, High Court; Canada, Exchequer Court; Cyprus, Supreme Court; 
Fiji, Supreme Court; Gibraltar, Supreme Court; Jamaica, Supreme Court; 
Queensland, Supreme Court; Sind, Sadar Court; Straits Settlements Court. 
See Stetutory Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. n.. Colonial Court of Admiralty 
and Vice- Admiralty Court, p, 1. 

(1) Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. IX., Navy, p. 275. Rr. 
229 — 284, at pp. 816, 317, relate to appeals. 

(m) Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, VoL VI., Judicial Committee, p. 98. 
M Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. VI., Judicial Committee, p. 98. 
(e) Statutory Rules and Orders, 1908, No. 1288, L. 43 : [19091 w. N.. 
Pt. n., pp. 60 68. L j , 

<p) 66 & 66 Viet 0. 32. 

[g) Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. IV., Ecclesiastical Court, 
England, jpp. 61;-109. 

(r) By Older in Council of 23rd June, 1904 ([1904] W* N., Pt. n., p. 231), 
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under the sign manual (s). In the absence of the registrar the 
Lord President has power to appoint a deputy (t). The duties of 
the registrar are to be defined in his appointment (u). The 
registrar has power to examine witnesses and take affidavits and 
depositions on oath (x). 

The Judicial Committee are empowered to appoint such officer 
or officers as may be necessary to execute processes (y). 


Part V. — The Supreme Court of Judicature. 

Sect. 1. — Constitution* 

106 . The Supreme Court of Judicature was constituted in 1878 (a) 
as from 2nd November, 1874 (t), and in it there were consolidated the 
High Court of Chancery of England, the Court of Queen’s Bench, 
the Court of Common Pleas at Westminster, the Court of Exchequer, 
the High Court of Admiralty, the Court of Probate, the Court for 
Divorce and Matrimonial Causes, and the London Court of Bank- 
ruptcy (c). In the next year, 1874, however, the constitution of 
the court was postponed until let November, 1876 (rf). Before this 
deferred constitution the London Court of Bankruptcy was severed 
from the Supreme Court (€), but was again consolidated with that 
court as from and after 31st December, 1883 (/). The Supreme 
Court is regulated by the Judicature Acts, 1878 to 1902 and 
consists of two permanent divisions (A) : His Majesty’s High Court 
of Justice and His Majesty’s Court of Appeal (i). 


it vras directed that the duties of the registrar of His Majesty in admiralty 
and ecclesiastical causes shall be discharged by the registrar of the Privy 
Council for the time being. 

(«) Judicial Committee Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 41), s. 18. 
h) Privy Council Eegistrar Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 85), s. 2. 

(m) lUa, 

g ) lUd.y 8. 1, 

) Judicial Committee Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 38), s. 15, 

(a) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yiot. o. 66). 

\h) Ibid,, s. 2. 

(c) Ibid., 8. 3. 

(df) Judicature (Commencement) Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viot. c. 83), 8 . 2. 

(e) Judicature Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viot. o. 77), b. 9, 

(/) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viot. o. 62), ss. 3, 93. 

(g) (1873) 36 & 37 Viet. o. 66; (1876)38 & 39 Viot. o. 77; (1876) 39 & 40 
Viet. 0 . 69 ; (1877) 40 & 41 Viot. o. 9 ; (1879) 42 & 43 Viet. c. 78 ; (1881) 44 & 
46 Viot. 0 . 68 ; (1884) 47 & 48 Viet. o. 61 ; (1887) 60 & 61 Viot. o. 70 ; (1890) 
63 & 64 Viet. 0 . 44; (1891, London Causee) 64 & 66 Viot. c. 14 ; (1891) 64 & 66 
Viot. 0 . 63; (1894) 67 & 68 Tiot. o. 16; (1899) 62 & 63 Viot. a 6; (1902) 2 
Edw. 7, a 31. 

(A) It must be noted that the term ** division is here used in a sense differing 
from in whidi the term is used in reference to the constitution of the 
** divisions*’ of the BLigh Court, and the sitting of the Court of Appeal in 
** divisions.” 

(i) Judioatore Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viot. a 66), s. 4. 
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Sect. 2. — Ilia Majesty's High Court of Justice. 

Sxtb-Seot. 1. — JurUdiction, 

(i.) In General* 

107. To the High Court of Justice were transferred the juris- 
diction possessed by the High Court of Chancery (k) (including its 
common law jurisdiction), the Court of Queen's Bench (Z), the 


(A;) The old Court of Chancery consisted of two separate tribunals — an 
orainary court of common law and a court of eg^uity. Of these the court of 
common law was the most ancient, and had jurisdiction in personal actions 
where minister or officer of the court was concerned, in ecire facias to cancel 
patents, or to partition lands held in coparceny, and in other matters. From tffis 
court issued out commissions of bankniptcy, lunacy, relating to charities, etc. 
** Chancery (Cancc/Zarta) is the Highest Court of Judicature in this Kingdom, 
next to the Parliament, and of Tery ancient Institution . . . . The Extraordinary 
Court or Court of Equity, proceeds by the Eules of Equity and Conscience, and 
moderates the Eigour of the Common Law, considering the intention rather 
than the words of the Law. It gives relief for and against Infants, notwith- 
standing their Minority : And for and against married Women, notwithstanding 
theii* Coverture .... All Frauds and Heceits, for which there is no Eedress at 
Common Law ; all Breach of Trust and Confidences ; and Accidents, as to relieve 
Obligors, Mortgagors, &c., against Penalties and Forfeitures, where the Intent 
was to pay the D^t, are here remedied .... Also this Court will give relief 
against the Extremity of unreasonable Engagements, entered into without 
Consideration ; oblige Creditors that are unreasonable to compound with an 
unfortunate Debtor; and make Executors &c., give security and pay interest 
for Money that is to Tie long in their hands (Anon* (1679) 2 Vent. 346). Here 
Executors may sue one another, or one Executor alone be sued without the rest ; 
Order may be made for Performance of a Will : It may be decreed who shall have 
the Tuition of a Child. This Court may confirm Title to Lands, though one has 
lost his Writings ; Eender Conveyances defective through Mistake &c., good and 
perfect ; but not Defects in a voluntary Conveyance, uSess where intended as a 
Provision for younger Children (Bonham v. mwcomb (1684) 2 Vent. 365). In 
Chancery Copyholders may be relieved acainst the ill-IJsage of their Lords. 
Inclosures of Lands that are Common be decreed ; and this Court may decree 
Money or Lands given to charitable uses ; Things in Action, upon Assignment on 
consideration ; Oblige men to account with each other : Avoid the Bar of Actions, 
by the Statute of Limitations, &c., for Debts thus barred, are still Debts in 
Equity and the Duty remains (Anon* (170p 1 Salk. 164). But in all cases, 
where Ihe Plaintiff can have his Eemedy at Law, he ought not to be relieved in 
Chancery : and a thing which may be tried by a J ury is not triable in this Court ” 
(Jacob’s Law Dictionary, suh voce Chancery). 

(Z) The jurisdiction of this comt was civil and criminal The civil juris- 
diction was on what was called the plea side of the court. The civil jurisdiction, 
at jtot more limited, had become extended to all actions between subject and 
subject, except where the revenue of the Crown was affected, or where the title 
to walty was in question. On the plea side the court also 6:irerci8ed appellate 
Turisdiction from the palatinate courts, inferior courts of record, and from the 
Inolosure^ Commissioners (Inclosure Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 118), s. 4). The 
criminal jurisdiction, on the Crown side, extended to all offences of wnatever 
nature, to articles of the peace, and to habeas corpust also to certiorari, mandamus, 
sad quo warranto* ‘♦King’s Bench is the Court or Judgment Seat where the King 
of England was sometimes wont to sit in his own person ; and was therefore 
moveable witp the Court or King's Household, and called Curia Domini Begis or 
Aula Regis : and by Statute 28 Ed. 1, c. 6 this court is to follow the King, ffing 
Heniy IH. seyw^l times sat in person with the Judges in Banco Regis, being 
seated on a High Bench, and the Judges at a lower qne at his feet, ^nd the 
^ng’s Ben^ 'vras originally the only Court in Westminster Hall j out of which 
the Courts of Common Pleas and Exchequer seem to have been derived. , . . This 
Court is the Custos morum o| all the subjects of the lealsp ; and it ineete 
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Court of Common Pleas (m) at Westminster, the Court of Ex- 
chequer (n) (including its jurisdiction as a court of revenue), the 
High Court of Admiralty (o), the Court of Probate (p), the Court 
for Divorce and Matrimonial Causes (q), the London Court of 
Bankruptcy (r), the Court of Common Pleas at Lancaster (s), the 

with any offence contrary to the first principles of common Justice, may inflict 
a suitable punishment. 2 Hawk. P. U. 6, o. 3 ” (Jacob’s Law Dictionary, mh 
voce King’s Bench). 

(m) “ Gwyn in the Preface of his Reading, says that till Henry III. granted the 
great Charter, there were but two Courts, called the King’s Courts, viz., the 
King’s Bench and the Exchequer . . . and that upon the Grant of that 
Charter, the Court of Common Pleas was erected and settled in one certain Place, 
t.6., Westminster Hall. But Sir Edward Coke is of Opinion in his prekoe to the 
eighth Report, that the Court of Common Pleas was constituted before the 
Conquest, and was not created by Magna Charta, at which time there were 
justiciaHi de BancOj <fcc. . . , The jurisdiction of this Court is general and 
extends itself throughout England : It holds pleas of all Civil Causes at Common 
Law, between subject and subject, in actions real personal and mixed ” (see title 
Action, Yol. I., pp. 31 et seq.)^ ** and it seems to have been the only Court for real 
causes. In personal and mixed actions it hath a concurrent jurisdiction with 
the King’s Bench : But hath no cognizance of Pleas of the Crown ; and Common 
Pleas are all that are not such ” (Jacob’s Law Dictionary, sub voce Common Pleas). 
It was the court of appeal irom revising hamsters (Parliamentary Voters 
Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 60). It had also jurisdiction un(ier 
the Eines and Recoveries Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 74), ss. 81, 83 ; the Railway 
and Canal Traffic Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 31), ss. 3, 4, 5 ; and as to election 
petitions under the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 5. 

(n) This court had exclusive jurisdiction in matters affecting the revenue of 
the Crown. ** Exchequer (M. 13. Escheker, a. 0. P. Eschequier ... a chess- 
board). . . . The name originally referred to the table covered with a cloth 
divided into squares, on which the accounts of the Revenue were kept bv means 
of counters ... 3 (more fully Court of Exchequer, Exchequer of Pleas) a court 
of law, historical! jr representing the Anglo-Norman exchequer in its judicial 
capacity. . . The jurisdiction of the Court was theoreticalljr confined to matters 
of revenue, but in practice was gradually extended to all kinds of oases (except 
‘ real actions ’) by means of the legal fiction that the wrong suffered by the 
plaintiff had rendered him unable to pay his debts to the King ” (New English 
Dictionary, Vol. HI,, E, p. 378). Up to 1842 it had also an equity side, but this 
was transferred to the High Court of Chancery by the Court of Chancery Act, 
1841 (5 Viet. c. 5), s. 1. 

(o) The High Court of Admiralty (constituted a court of record by the 
Admiralty Court Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 10), s. 14), had at the date of the 
Judicature Act lost its criminal jurisdiction except under the Foreign Enlist- 
ment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. o. 90). Its civil jurisdiction extended to all mari- 
time actions, whether in rem or in personam^ and was equitable as well as 
legal, and appellate as well as original. This court had also jurisdiction as a 
prize court (Naval Prize Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. o. 25) ). 

( ») The Court of Probate was established as a court of record by the Court of 
Pro Date Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 77), and had lurisdiction to grant and revoke 
probates and letters of administration and to decide all questions in matters 
testamentary. 

(j) This court was established as a court of record by the Matrimonial 
Causes Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 85), with exclusive jurisdiction in all causes, 
suits, and matters matrimonial. 

(r) This court was established as a principal court of record by the Bankruptcy 
Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 71). It was a court of equity as well as of law, and 
the chief judge possessed all the jurisdiction of a judge of one of the superior 
courts of common law, and of a judge of the High Court of Chancery, in 
addition to his special jurisdiction in bankruptcy. See p. 56, post 

(«) The Court of Common Pleas at Lancaster had within the county palatine 
a concurrent jurisdiction with the courts of common law in personal actions 
and in ejectment. 
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Court of Pleas at Durham (a), and the courts created by commis- 
sions of assize, of oyer and terminer, and of gaol delivery (b). 

(ii,) Original Jurisdiction, 

108 . The jurisdiction of the Higth Court is both’ original and 
appellate. The original jurisdiction is general, and extends to all 
causes of action and is unlimited in amount (c). It includes the 
whole of the original jurisdiction of the courts before mentioned, 
except the jurisdiction in lunacy of the Lord Chancellor or the 
Lords Justices of Appeal in Chancery (d), the jurisdiction of the 
Lord Chancellor as to patents (e) and commissions, or as the visitor 
of any college or foundation, and that of the Master of the Bolls 
as to records (/). The court has also jurisdiction to grant a 
mandamus or an injunction or to appoint a receiver by an inter- 
locutory order (g). The effect of the Judicature Acts, and the rules 
made under them, is not (except as expressed) to alter the jurisdiction 
of the High Court as transferred thereto by the Act of 1878 (h). 

The civil jurisdiction of the High Court includes all causes and 
matters whatever, except prize causes (i), certain excepted lunacy 
matters (J), and actions within a franchise of co^isance of pleas, 
but only where the lord of the franchise claims his right (fc). 

The court also exercises the functions of the King as visitor 
of all civil corporations, and thus has jurisdiction to relieve any 
freeman in city, borough, or town corporate, who is unjustly 
disfranchised (i). 

The jurisdiction of the Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Division 
in admiralty, matrimonial and succession matters is dealt with 
elsewhere (m). 

The trial of parliamentary election petitions is conducted before 
two judges of the King’s Bench Division selected from a rota 
appointed annually (n). The court has also jurisdiction as to 
municipal election petitions (o). 

109 . Divisional courts have original jurisdiction in cases of habeas 
coiyus, where the judge directs the rule nisi or the writ to be 


(a) Tliis court had similar jurisdiction within the county palatine of Durham 
as the last-mentioned court had in Lancaster. 

(h) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 16. 

(c) As to remission to the countv court of actions commenced in the High 
Court, see titles Coxjkiy Courts, Yol. Vin., p. 438 ; Praotiob and Prooedurb. 

(d) See p. 94, post, 

(e) See title Patents and Inventions. 

(/) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 17- 

(0) Ihid,y s. 26 (8). 

(A) British South Africa Co. v. Companhia de Mo^mhique, [1893] A. C. 602. 

(i) See p. 28, ante; and title Prize Law and Jurisdiction. 

(1) See p. 94, post 

(A) Nealy, Deucton (1663), 1 Lev. 89. 

\l) 4 Co. Inst. 71. 

(m) See pp. 69, S2fpost; and titles Admiralty, Vol. L, p. 63; Conflict of 
Laws, VoL IHL, pp. 218, 262; Husband and Wife. 

(w) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet c. 125) ; Parliamentary 
and Cornet Praotioes Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viot. a 75) ; Judicature Act, 1881 
(44 & 45 Yiot. 0 . 68), s. 13. 

(o) See title Elections. 
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returnable there, in special cases under the London Government Act, 
1899 (p), and in applications to strike solicitors off the rolls (q), 

110 . The original criminal jurisdiction of the High Court extends 
over all indictable offences against the law of England, and is 
exercised either in the King’s Bench Division or under the com- 
missions of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery (r) on circuit, at the 
Central Criminal Court (s), or directed to special commissioners (t). 

In the case of criminal informations (u), whether by the Attorney- 
General ex-officio or on relation, or to enforce a pecuniary penalty 
in which the informer as well as the Crown has an interest, the 
criminal jurisdiction of the High Court is only exercised in the 
King’s Bench Division. 

Where on application an indictment has been removed into the 
King’s Bench Division for trial (v), or where an indictment is found 
by the grand jury in the King’s Bench Division (ar), the King’s 
Bench Division has exclusive jurisdiction to try the cause. 

The trial in the King’s Bench Division is held before one judge, 
unless on motion an order has been made by the court that the trial 
shall be at bar (a). 

111 . Offences by Colonial Governors (b) and other public officers 
abroad (c) are triable in the King’s Bench Division, either on infor- 
mation exhibited by the Attorney-General or upon indictment found 
in the division ; as are also offences committed by the Governor- 
General of India, Lieutenant-Governors, Justices of the High 
Courts, and other public officers in India. Extortion and other 
misdemeanours committed by- public officers in India are also triable 
in the King’s Bench Division (d), if the Attorney-General or the 
other prosecutors elect to proceed therein instead of claiming a 
trial before the special commission which has jurisdiction in such 
cases (e). 


(jp) 62 & 63 Viet. 0 . 14. For /labeas co^tis and other matters in which there 
is original jurisdiction, see title Ceowk rRAonoE. 

(g) R. S. 0., Ord. 69, rr. 1, 2. See title Solicitors. 

(r) See p. 87, post, 

(s) The Oentm Criminal Court is a branch of the High Court of Justice 
(Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), ss. 16, 29 ; S, v. Parke^ [1903] 2 
K. B. 432, 439; see p. 87, post), 

(t) See p. 90y post, 

(tt) See title CIeiminal Law Aim Procedure, p. 292, post, 

(v) Crown Office Rules, 1906, rr. 12 — 19 ; Statutory Rules and Orders, 1906, 

pp. 606 — 608. 

(x) Middlesex Grand Juries Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Viet. c. 62) ; Local Govern- 
ment Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 41), s. 89 (2) (3); Crown Omce Rules, 1906, 
rr. 32 — 34; Statutory Rules and Orders, 1906, pp. 610—612. 

(a) Crown Office Rules, 1906, rr. 1^ — 166; Statutory Rules and Orders, 
1906, p. 627. 

(M 11 Will. 3, 0. 12 (11 St 12 Wffh 3, in RufPhead). 

(c) Criminal Jurisdiction Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 86). 

(a) East India Company Act, 1770 (10 Geo. 3, c. 47), s. 4 ; East India Com- 
pany Act, 1773 ; (13 Geo. 3, c. 63), ss. 33, 39 — 41 ; East India Company Act, 
1780 (21 Geo. 3, c. 70), ss. 4— 7 : East India Company Act, 1793 (33 Geo. 3, 
0 . 62), 88. 140, 141 ; Ew India (Jompany Act, 1797 (37 3, c. 142), s. 14. 

(e) East India Company Act, 1784 (24 Geo. 3, sess. 2, c. 26) ; !l^t India 
Company Ai^ 1786 (26 Geo. 3, o. 67), s. 26. 
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112 . The King’s Bench Division has also jurisdiction to try 
persons accused of wilfully neglecting or delaying to deliver 
parliamentary writs (/). 

113 . The criminal jurisdiction of the High Court also extends 
over offences committed within the jurisdiction of the Admiral of 
England (^), and can be exercised either at the Central Criminal 
Court (h) or under commissions of oyer and terminer and gaol 
delivery (i), 

114 . In Bankruptcy the jurisdiction of the High Court is both 
original and appellate. The original jurisdiction extends to those 
cases in which it is proposed to present a petition against a debtor who 
has resided or carried on business within the London bankruptcy 
district, t.c., the City of London and the districts of the Metropolitan 
County Courts (fc), for the greater part of the six months imme- 
diately preceding the presentation of the petition, or for a longer 
period during those six months than in the district of any county 
court, or who is not resident in England, or whose residence the 
petitioning creditor is unable to ascertain (i). 

An appeal lies in bankruptcy matters, at the instance of any 
person aggrieved, from the order of a county court to a divisional 
court of the High Court of Justice, of which the judge to whom 
bankruptcy business is for the time being assigned is to be a 
member. The decision of such divisional court is final and con- 
clusive, unless the divisional court or the Court of Appeal give 
special leave to appeal to the Court of Appeal, whose decision in 
such a case is final and conclusive (m). 

115 . In company winding-up matters, the High Court has also 
original and appellate j urisdiction. The original j urisdiction applies 
to cases where the amount of the share capital of the company paid 
up or credited as paid up exceeds ^010,000, except that in 
cases where the registered office of the company is situated within 
the jurisdiction of either of the Chancery courts of the counties 
palatine of Lancaster or Durham such Chancery court has con- 
current jurisdiction (n), and except in cases of companies formed 
for working mines within the stannaries, which are not shown to 
be actually working mines nor to be engaged in any other undertaking 
beyond those limits (o). 


Parliamentary Writs Act, 1813 (63 Geo. 3, o. 89), s. 6. 

(^)' Under the Admiralty Offences Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 2), ss. 1, 2 ; see 
p. 90, poit, 

£ See p. 87, post 

Under the Central Criminal Court Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 36), s. 22 ; 
ralty Offences Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 2), s. 4 ; see p. 87, post 
(k) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. o. 62), s. 96, Sohed. 3. The Metro- 
politan County Courts are Bloomsbury, Bow, Clerkenwell, Lambeth, Maiyle- 
Done^ Shoreditch, Southwark, West London, Westminster, and Whitechapel. 

(0 Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 62), s. 96. 

(ml Bankruptcy Appeals (County Courts) Acfe 3884 (47 A 48 Vici c. 9), s. 2 ; 
see title Bankbukcoy ajh) Insoltbnot, Vol. H., p. 301. 

(n) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 131 (2). 

(o) Ibid., B. 131 (4). 
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116. The admiralty joriadiotion of the High Court (p) includes 
the original jurisdiction of the High Court of Admiralty and also 
additional jurisdiction conferred by statute. It has jurisdiction to 
try suits of possession (q) ; questions between co-owners (»•) ; dis- 
putes as to mortgages («) j bottomry and respondentia (t) ; claims 
for necessaries (u) ; claims for towage {x) ; wages, master’s wages 
and disbursements (a ) ; collisions (b) ; damage to cargo (c ) ; limita- 
tion of liability (d) ; salvage (e) ; droits of admiralty (/) ; forfei- 
ture (ff ) ; booty of war (h) ; prize (i) ; slave trade (k) ; claims for 
payment of substitutes for seamen volunteering into the Navy (1). 

(iii.) Service out of the Juriididion, 

U7. As to service out of the jurisdiction there is no absolute 
right to such service in any case, but it is a question for the exer- 
cise of his discretion by the judge (m), and, in exercising such dis- 
cretion, the judge should consider all the circumstances of the 
case and affidavits relating to the facts of the case, so far as may be 
necessary to see whether the plaintiff has a probable cause of action 
or not (n). 

The kinds of process which can be served out of the jurisdiction 
are writs or notices of writs ; third party notices and counterclaims. 

118. The cases in which service out of jurisdiction (o) may be 
allowed are the following : Whenever (1) the whole subject-matter 

(р) As to this jurisdiction, see title Admiralty, Vol. I., pp. 63 — 79. 

(j) Original jurisdiction of the High Court of Admiralty, extended by 
Admiralty OouH Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 66), s. 4. 

(r) Original jurisdiction. 

(fl) Admiralty Court Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viot. o. 66) ; Admiralty Court Act, 
1861 (24 Viet. c. 10), s. 11. 

(Q Original jurisdiction. Bottomry is where the ship and cargo are hypothe- 
cated ; Eespondentia, where only the cargo is hypothecated. 

(u) Admiralty Court Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. o. 66), s. 6 ; Admiralty Court 
Act, 1861 (24 Viet. 0 . 10), s. 6. 

(os) Admiralty Court Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. o. 65), s. 6, increasing original 
jurisdiction. 

(a) Original jurisdiction increased by Admiralty Court Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet, 
c. 65), 8. 4 ; Admiralty Court Act, 1861 (24 Viet. c. 10), ss. 10, 35 ; Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. o. 60), ss. 165, 167, 168; Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 57. 

(b) Original jurisdiction, increased by Admiralty Court Act, 1840 (3 & 4 
Viet. c. 65), B. 6 ; Admiralty Court Act, 1861 (24 Viot. o, 10), s. 7. 

(с) Admiralty Court Act, 1861 (24 Viet. c. 10), s. 6. 

(d) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), ss. 602—504 ; Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 48), ss. 69, 70, 71. 

(e) Onginal jurisdiction, increase by Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 dt 58 
Viet 0 . 60), ss. 544—565, 

1 /) See title ADMiBi^Tr, VoL L, pp, 76 et seq, 
g) Original jurisdiction. 
h) Original jurisdiction. 

t) Admiralty Court Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 65), s. 22. 
k) Naval Priae Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 25), a. 62. 

1) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. o. 60), ss. 195, 197. 
rtA SodSti GSnirale ae ParU v. Dreyfue Brothere (1887), 37 Ch. D. 216, 0. A. ; 
Re De Fenny ^ Be Penny v. Christie^ [1891J 2 Ch. 33 ; Strauss v, Ooldschmid 
(1892), 8 T. L. R 612, C. A. ; PlaekiU v, EddU (1898), 79 L. T. 186. 

(n) BociiU 0/nirale de Paris v. Dreyfus^ at p. 225. 

(o) B. S. C., Ord. U, r. 1 ; and see, generally, title PBi-OXiOB ato 
Procedtob. 
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of the action is land situate within the jurisdiction (with or without 
rents and profits) ; (2) any act, deed, ^1, contract, obligation, or 
liability affecting land or hereditaments situate within the jurisdic- 
tion, is sought to be construed, rectified, set aside, or enforced by the 
action ; (3) any relief is sought against any person domiciled or 
ordinarily resident within the jurisdiction ; (4) the action is for 
the administration of the personal estate of any deceased person, who 
at the time of his death was domiciled within the jurisdiction, or 
for the execution (as to property situate within the jurisdiction) of 
the trusts of any written instrument, of which the person to be 
served is a trustee, which ought to be executed according to the law 
of England ; (5) the action is founded on a breach or alleged breach 
of a contract, wherever made, which, by its terms, ought to be 
performed within the jurisdiction, unless the defendant is domiciled 
or ordinarily resident in Scotland or Ireland; (6) an injunction is 
sought as to anything to be done within tbe jurisdiction, or a nuisance 
within the jurisdiction is sought to be prevented or removed, 
whether damages are claimed or not ; (7) any person out of the 
jurisdiction is a necessary or proper party to an action properly 
brought against some other person duly served in the jurisdiction. 

Where it is sought to serve a writ in Scotland or Ireland, and it 
appears that there is a concurrent jurisdiction in Scotland or Ireland, 
as the case may be, the court or judge must have regard to the 
comparative cost and convenience of proceeding in England or in 
Scotland or Ireland, and in cases of small demands to the powers 
and jurisdiction of the sheriffs’ courts or small debts courts in 
Scotland and of the civil bill courts in Ireland (p). 

In probate actions a writ of summons or notice thereof may, by 
leave of the judge, be served out of the jurisdiction (g). 

119 . The application for leave to serve out of the jurisdiction 
must be supported by an affidavit, or other evidence, stating that, in 
the belief of the deponent, the plaintiff has a good cause of action, 
showing in what place or country the defendant is or may probably 
be found, stating whether the defendant is a British subject or not, 
and the grounds on which the application is made. No such leave 
must be granted unless it is made sufficiently to appear that it is 
a proper case for service out of the jurisdiction (r). 

Where the defendant is neither a British subject nor in British 
dominions notice of the writ, and not the writ itself, is to be served 
on him (s). 


E. S. 0., Ord. 11, r. 2. Tliis provision does not apply to actions for iMreaoh 
of contract, in which actions, if the defendant is domicil^ or ordinarily resident 
in Scotland or Ireland, he cannot be served out of the jurisdiction {Lenders v. 
Anderson 12 Q. B. D. 50). 

{q) B. S. 0., Ord. 11, r. d; and see title Fbaotiob Aim Pbooediteb. 

(r) 7Wd., r. 4. 

(8) JWd., r. 6. Particular rules (E. S. 0., Ord. 11, r. 8) apply to service of 
notice of a writ of sununons in the case of countries to which they have been 
^plied W order of the Lord Chancellor. These countries are me German 
ihnpire (Order, 4th July, 1904, [1904]W. N., Pt. 11., p. 231), and the Eussian 
Empire (Order, Slst March, [1906] W. N., Pt. 11., p. 99). It is proposed to 
apply these rules to orders and notices directed to be served on any person in a 
foreieoL country; see draft E, S. 0., July, 1909 (127 L. T. Jo. 278). See also 
title PEAonoB Aim Pbocsdubx. 
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(iy.) AppdkiU JuHidietion, 

120. The appellate jurisdiction is exercised in some cases by 
divisional courts consisting of two, or sometimes three, judges 
sitting either in the King's Bench Division or the Probate, Divorce 
and Admiralty Division, and in others by a single judge. 

121. To divisional courts of the King’s Bench Division come (t) 
appeals from county courts (w) and other inferior courts (x) and 
proceedings on the Crown side of the King’s Bench Division 
appeals from orders made by the judge of the King’s Bench 
Division sitting in chambers in matters not relating to practice and 
procedure (z), from decisions of revising barristers (a), on cases 
stated by the Eailway Commissioners {b), by mid wives whose names 
have been removed from the roll (c), motions to set aside the award 
in an arbitration (d), or the decision of a master of the Supreme 
Court or official referee to whom an action has been referred (e). 

122. To a divisional court of the Probate, Divorce and Admiralty 
Division come appeals from county courts in admiralty (/) and pro- 
bate cases (^), and from courts of summary jurisdiction under 
the Summary Jurisdiction (Married Women) Act, 1895 (h). Also 
appeals from the decision of any tribunal cancelling or suspending 
the certificate of a master, mate, or engineer, on an investigation 
into his conduct, or into a shipping casualty (i). 

123. The appellate jurisdiction of a single judge is exercised in 
the case of appeals from decisions of the Inland Revenue Commis- 
sioners (j ) ; appeals to the judge in bankruptcy from the Board of 
Trade, official receiver, or trustee (k ) ; appeals from orders made by 
the masters in chambers and district registrars in the King’s Bench 


I Q See R. S. 0., Ord. 59, r. 1. 

u) See title County Couhts, Vol. VUE., p. 607. 
ac) See p. 133, post, 

y) This includes applications for a prerogative writ of mandamus, for certiorari 
(either as appeal from a court of summary jurisdiction, or to transfer an action 
from an inferior court of record), for qw warranto, or prohibition, also assign- 
ments of error on outlawry. 

(z) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. c. 66), s. 50 ; Judicature (Procedure) 
Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet, o. 16), s. 1 (4). 

(a) Parliamenta^ Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), ss. 42, 43 ; 
Supreme Court of Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), ss. 3, 16, 31, 34. 

(6) All proceedings for review of a decision of the Commissioners are by appeal 
to the Court of Appeal (Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vfet. o. 25), 
8. 17 (2). 

(c) Midwives Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 17). s. 4. 

(d) R. 8. 0., Ord. 40, r. 6 ; Ord. 52, rr, 1—3. 

(e) Fra$er v. Fraser, [1905] 1KB. 368, 0. A. 

(/) County Courts Admiralty Jurisdiction Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 71), 
8. 26. See title ADMiEAiiTY, Vol. L, p. 112. 

(g) Court of Probate Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 77), s. 58. 

(h) 58 & 59 Viet. o. 39, s. 11 ; see R S. C., Ord. 59, r. 4 a, which still applies 
to such appeals. 

(») Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet, c* 60), s. 475. 

IJ) In cemsequenoe of R S. C., Ord. 59, r. 1 (d), being annulled by R S. 0., 
July, 1901, r. 8. 

(«) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 52), ss. 90, 139* 


Sect. 2. 
His 

Majesty’s 
High Court 
of Justice. 

How exer- 
cised. 

From inferior 
courts. 


Admiralty, 
probate and 
matrimonial 
cases. 


Revenue 
cases eta 
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CJoulws. 


Sjbot. 3 

His 

Majesty’s 
High Court 
of Justice. 

Winding-up. 


Ck>n8titution. 


Lord 

Chancellor. 

Jurisdiction. 


Division or by the registrars in the Probate, Divorce and Admiralty 
Division ; appeals to the judge to whom company matters are assigned 
from the Board of Trade, official receiver, or liquidator (Z) ; appeals 
to the judge to whom patent business (vi) is assigned (n) from 
decisions of the comptroller (o) as to the revocation of patents. 

124. The appellate jurisdiction of the High Court extends to 
appeals from orders made or decisions given by a county court 
having jurisdiction in company winding-up in the same manner 
and to the same extent as in the case of orders and decisions of 
the county court within its ordinary jurisdiction (p). 

Sxjb-Seot. 2. — Oonstitiition. 

125. The High Court was at first divided into five divisions, 
namely, the Chancery Division, the Queen’s Bench Division, the 
Common Pleas Division, the Exchequer Division, and the Probate, 
Divorce and Admiralty Division (q). Power, however, was given to 
alter these divisions (r) by Order in Council, in pursuance of which 
the Queen’s Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer Divisions were 
consolidated into the Queen’s (now King’s) Bench Division by an 
Order in Council of 16th December, 1880 (s). 

Sob-Sect. 3. — The Chancery Division. 

126. The Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain (f) is the 
president of the division, of which there are six other justices. 

127. To the Chancery Division are assigned all causes and matters 
in which the Court of Chancery or any judge thereof had exclusive 
jurisdiction before the Judicature Act, 1873 (it), administration 


(/) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), ss. 158, 224. 

(m) The Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), ss. 24, 25, has 
traiirferred to the High Court the former jurisdiction of the Judicial Committee 
in respect of the extension of the term of patents, of compulsory licences for their 
use, and re scission of patents on the ground that the reasonable requirements of 
the public have not been satisfied. 

in) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 92. 

(o) Ibid., s. 26. 

(p) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), b. 181 ; see title 
Companies, Vol. V. 

(y) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. c. 66), a. 31. 

(r) Ibid.f 6. 32. 

(e) Statutory Pules and Orders Eevised, Yol. XII., Supreme Court, England, 

p. 1. 

(<) Eor the duties etc. of the Lord Chancellor, see title Constitutional 
Law, Yol. YII., p. 55. 

(m) 36 & 37 Yict. o. 66 ; see s. 34. To the H!igh Court of Chancery exclusive 
j urisdiotion was given by a large number of Acts, includin g Cestui que vie Act 
(6 Ann. o. 18) ; Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, o. 52) ; Land Tax Eedemp- 
tion Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 116) ; Inknts Prope^ Act, 1830 (11 Geo. 4 & 
1 WiU. 4, c. 65); Infant Pelons Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Yict. c. 90); Ecclesiastical 
Houses of Eesidence Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Yict. c. 26) ; Solicitors Act, 1843 (6 & 7 
Yict. c. 73) ; Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Yict o. 18), ss. 69 — 87 ; 
Drainage and Improvement of Land Acts, 1845 to 1864 (8 & 9 Yict. c. 56; 
10 & 11 Yict. cc. 11, 38; 11 & 12 Yict. c. 119; 13 & 14 Yici c. 81 ; 19 & 20 
Yict. c. 9; 27 & 28 Yict. c. 114) ; Limited Owners Besidences Act, 1870 (38 & 84 
Yict. 56) ; Parliamentary Deposits Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Yict. c. 20) ; Trustee Belief 
Acts and Trustee Acts (now repealed and consolidate by Timstce Act, 1898 
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actions, partnership actions, actions for redemption and foreclosure 
of mortgages, matters relating to charges on land, sale and distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of property subject to any lien or charge, 
trusts, the rectification or cancellation of deeds, specific perform- 
ance, partition and sale of real estates, matters relating to infants (a), 
and the jurisdiction under the Conveyancing (b) and Settled Land 
Acts (c). Vendor and Purchaser Act (d), and also applications for 
the determination of disputes as to the apportionment of estate 
duty (e), proceedings under the Technical and Industrial Institutions 
Act, 1892 (/), Land Transfer Acts, 1875 and 1897 (g), and the 
Public Trustee Act, 1906 (h). 

Under the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (i), the Lord 
Chancellor has power to assign the winding-up of companies either 
to a judge of the Chancery Division or to the judge of the High 
Court exercising jurisdiction in bankruptcy (A). 

Sub-Sect. 4 . — The King's Bench Division. 

128. The Lord Chief Justice of England is the president of this 
division, of which there are fifteen (Z) other justices. 

129. To the King’s Bench Division are assigned all causes and 
matters, civil or criminal, which would have been within the exclu- 
sive jurisdiction (m) of the Courts of Queen’s Bench, Common 
Pleas at Westminster, and Exchequer (n) if their jurisdiction had 
not been transferred to the High Court. 

The Lord Chancellor may from time to time assign bankruptcy 


(o6& 67 Viet. 0 . 53); Cbaiitable Trusts Acts, 1853, 1865, 1869 (16 & 17 Viet, 
e. 137 ; 18 & 19 Viet. e. 124; 32 & 33 Viet. o. 110) ; Land Registry Aet, 1862 
(25 & 26 Viet. c. 63) ; Infants’ Settlements Aet, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. e. 43) ; 
Declaration of Title Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 67); Judgments Act, 1864 
(27 & 28 Viet. c. 112); Mortgage Debenture Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 78); 
Railway Companies Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. o. 127) ; Metropolitan Board of 
Works Loans Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 102) ; and National Debt Act, 1870 
(33 & 34 Viet. c. 71). See also Yearly Practice, 1909, p. 1288, end Daniel, 
Chancery Practice, 5th ed., pp. 1767 — 1922, for the exclusive statutory jurisdiction 
of the Chancery Division. 

(а) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 34. 

(б) Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet. c. 41), 
ss. 2 (xviii.), 69 (1). 

(c) Settled Land Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 38), s. 46. 

\d) Vendor and Purchaser Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 78). 

(e) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 14 (2); R. S. C., Ord. 56, 
r. 9o. 

(/) 6r & ^6 Viet. c. 29, 8. 7 (2). 

(^) 38v & Viet. c. 87; 60 & 61 Viet. c. 65. 

(A) 6 Law. 7, c. 66. 

(t) 8 Edw. 7, c. 69, s. 132. See title Companies, Vol. V. 

(k) See p. 62, post 

(l) Increased from fourteen in 1907 on an address from both Houses of 
Parliament under s. 18 of the AppeUate Jurisdiction Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet, 
c. 59). 

(m) See notes (Z), (m), (n) on pp. 62 and 53. 

(n) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 34. By an Order in Council 
of 16th December, 1880, the Queen’s Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer 
Divisions were consolidated, and the offices of Chief Justice of the Common 
Pleas and Chief Baron were abolished (Statutory Buies and Orders Revised, 
1904, Vol. Xn., Supreme Court, England, p. 1> 
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OOUBTS, 


Sect. 2. business to the King’s Bench Division and to a specified judge (o), 
His and may assign the business of the winding-up of companies (a) to 
Majesty’s this judge or to a judge or judges of the Chancery Division. 

High Court 

of Justice* Sub-Sect. 5. — The Prohatey Divorce and Admiralty Division* 

President. 130. The division is presided over by the President of the 
Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division (6), and there is one other 
judge of the division (c). 


Jurisdiction. 131. To the Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division are 
assigned all causes and matters over which the Court of Probate and 
the Court for Divorce and Matrimonial Causes would have had exclu- 
sive jurisdiction (d) if their jurisdiction had not been transferred to 
the High Court (e). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — The Judges, 


The judgM 132. The judges of the High Court are the Lord Chancellor, the 
OoSt Justice of England, the Master of the Bolls, the President 

of the Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division, and twenty-two 
puisne judges. In the absence of the Lord Chancellor the Lord 
Chief Justice of England is president of the High Court. 

Appointment The appointment of judges is by the Crown by letters patent (/). 
and tenure. The qualification for a judge of the High Court is to be a barrister 
of not less than ten years’ standing [g). Every judge of the High 
Court holds his oflSce during good behaviour, and is only removable 
on an address to the Crown by both Houses of Parliament Qi). 

The Lord Chief Justice has a salary of 8,000i. a year(i), and 
the other judges £6,000, together with an allowance of seven 
guineas a day for their expenses on circuit. After fifteen years* 
service or on being disabled by permanent infirmity, judges may 
retire on a pension, in the case of the Lord Chief Justice of £1,000, 
and in the case of other judges of £3,600 a year {k). 


Sect. 8 . — Hu Majesty's Court of Appeal. 

Sub-Seot. 1,— Jurisdiction, 

Transferred 133. There is transferred to the Court of Appeal the jurisdiction 
jurisdiction, formerly possessed by the Lord Chancellor and by the Court of 
Appeal in Chancery, including its jurisdiction as a court of appeal 
in bankruptcy, by the Court of Appeal in Chancery of Lancaster, 


fo) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 62), s. 94. 

(а) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 182. 

(б) There is some doubt as to the legality of this title ; see note {1) on p. 64, 
post, 

if ) See titles Admiraltt, VoL I., p. 69 ; Husbaot and Wife ; Wills. 

(a) See notes (o), (p), (g) on p. 63, ante. 

ie) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 34. 

(/) 76id., 8. 6. 

(g) Ilid,y s. 8 ; and see title Baeristbes, VoL IT., p. 381. 

(^) Judicature Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77). s. 6. 

(t) Chief Justice’s Salary Act, 1861 (14 & 16 Viet. c. 41). 

(jfc) Jude^* Pension Acts, 1799, 1813, 1826 (39 Gea 3, o. 110; 63 Goo. 3, 
€.163; 6 Geo. 4 , o. 84) ; Chief Justice’s Pension Act, 1826 (6 Geo. 4, o. 82), 
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and by the Chancellor of Lancaster both when sitting alone and bbot. 3 . 
when sitting with the Lords Justices of Appeal in Chancery on His 

appeals from the Court of Chancery of Lancaster, by the Lord Majesty’s 
Warden of .the Stannaries, by the Exchequer Chamber (i), by the Court of 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council on appeals from the High 
Court of Admiralty, or from Orders in Lunacy. 

134. The original jurisdiction of the Court of Appeal is very original 
limited ; it appears only to extend to making an order for the pro- juTisdiction. 
tection of property (m), granting an injunction pending an appeal 

either to (n) or from (o) the Court of Appeal where an action has 
been dismissed, and to making an order to extend time. The 
Court of Appeal can also hear an original application to strike 
a solicitor off the rolls (p), and has power to make orders as to 
costs in the case of appeals, and as to security for the costs of 
appeals. 

135. The appellate jurisdiction of the Court of Appeal includes AppeUate 
appeals from a judge in chambers in matters relating to practice jurisdictioa. 
and procedure (g) ; appeals from decisions of a divisional court on 

appeal from an inferior court, or other person (but only by leave 
of the divisional court or Court of Appeal) (r) ; appeals from 
divisional courts when exercising original jurisdiction, without 
leave ; generally from all orders and judgments of the High Court 
or of any judge or judges thereof ($) ; motions for new trials; 
appeals under the Taxes Management Act, 1880 (0 ; appeals as to 
the Bombay Civil Fund (a); appeals under the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Act, 1906 (b) ; appeals under the Agricultural Holdings 
Act, 1908 (c) ; appeals from Orders in Lunacy (d) ; appeals from 
the Chancery Court of Lancaster; appeals from the Chancery Court 
of Durham; appeals from the county court of Cornwall in its 
stannaries jurisdiction ; applications for a new trial of an issue 
tried in the Liverpool Court of Passage, and appeals from that 
court on issues tried therein, and from judgments in actions 
tried therein (e) ; also appeals from decisions of the Kailway 

(l) Error from any ouo of the superior courts of common law lay to the judges 
of tne other two coiirts sitting in Exchequer Chamber (Law Teims Act, 1830 
(11 Geo. 4 & 1 Will. 4, c. 70), s. 8). 

(m) Hyde y. Worden (1876), 1 Ex. D. 309, 0. A. 

(n) WiUon V. Church (1879), 11 Oh. D. 676, 0, A. 

(o) Polini V. Cray (1879), 12 Oh. D. 438, 0. A. 

(p) Re Whitehead (1886), 28 Oh. D. 614, 0. A. ; see per Baggallay, L.J., at 
p. 617. It must be observed that this case was before the Solicitors Act, 1888 
(51 & 52 Yict. c. 65). 

(q) Judicature (Procedure) Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. o. 16), s. 1 (4). 

(r) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. c. 66), s. 46 ; Judicature (Procedure) 

Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Yict. o. 16), s. 1 (5). See also Wynne-Finch v. Chaytor^ [1903] 

2 Oh. 476, 484, 0. A. 

(«) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. a 66), s. 19. 

i t) 43 & 44 Yict. c. 19, s. 69 (3). 

a) Bombay Civil Fund Act, 1882 (4{> & 46 Yict. c. 45), s. 6. 

0 ) 6 Edw. 7, 0 . 58, Sched. IL (4). 
cj 8 Edw. 7, c. 28, s. 13. 

d) Re Cathcart, [1893]1 Oh. 466, 0. A. ; Re Cathca/rt, [1902] W. N. 80, 0. A. 

(e) Liverpool Court of Passage Act, 1893 (66 & 67 Yict. c. 37), s. 10 ; Coats v. 

Moorct [1^] 2 E. B. 140, 0. A. ; Anderson v. Dean^ [1894] 2 Q. B. 222, 0. A. 
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OOUETS. 


Sect. 8. 
His 

Majesty’s 
Court of 
Appeal. 

Constitution 
of Court of 
Appeal. 


Judges of 
Court of 
Appeal. 


Commissioners, except as to questions of fact or the hem standi ol a 
complainant (/); and on questions of law arising upon the records 
of the London Mayor*s Court (g). 

Sub-Seot. 2. — Organisation. 

136. The Court of Appeal usually sits in two divisions, one of 
which hears appeals from the King’s Bench and Probate, Divorce 
and Admiralty Divisions, and the other from the Chancery Divi- 
sion (A). The Court of Appeal is empowered to sit in three divi- 
sions at the same time (A). 

In interlocutory matters two judges of the Court of Appeal 
constitute a court, but in final matters three are required (i) ; by 
consent of the parties, however, such appeals may be heard by 
two judges only, but if the two judges differ in opinion the case 
must be re-argued before three judges before appeal to the House 
of Lords (A). 

Sub-Seot. 3. — Judges. 

137. The Court of Appeal at present consists of the Lord 
Chancellor, who is the president of the court, the Lord Chief 
Justice of England, the Master of the Bolls, the President of the 
Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division (Z) (these are ex-officio 
judges), and five ordinary members of the court, entitled Lords 
Justices of Appeal. Ex-Lord Chancellors of Great Britain are also 
ex-officio members of the Court of Appeal (m). 

The qualification for a Lord Justice of Appeal is to be a barrister 
of fifteen years’ standing or to have been a judge of the High 
Court for not less than a year(n). 

The Lord Chancellor may also request the attendance at any 
time of any judge of the High Court to sit as an additional judge 
at the sittings of the Court of Appeal, and any judge whose 
attendance is so requested must attend accordingly. Every judge 
so attending is to be deemed an additional judge of the Court of 
Appeal (o). 

Every judge of the Court of Appeal holds his office during good 
behaviour, and is only removable on an address to the Crown by 
both Houses of Parliament (p). 

The Master of the Bolls has a salary of £6,000 a year (g), and 
the Lords Justices of £6,000 (r). On resignation the pension of 


(/) Eailway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 26), s. 17 (1), (2). 

(g) Le Blanch v. Reuter's Telegram Co., Ltd. (1876), 1 Ex. D. 408. 

(h) Judicature Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 31), b. 1. 

u) Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77), s. 12. 

(A) Judicature Act, 1899 (62 Viet. c. 6), s. 1. 

(Z) As to this title, see Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77), s. 4; 
Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vici c. 68), ss. 4, 8; and Judicature Act, 1884 
(47 & 48 Viet. c. 61), s. 3. 

(m) Judicature Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Viet. c. 53), s. 1. 

(n) Court of Chancery Act, 1861 (14 & 16 Viet. c. 83), s. 1 ; Judicature Act, 
1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 8. 

(o) Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 61), s. 6. 

(p) Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 89 Vibt c. 77), m 6. 

Q) Court of Chancery Act, 1851 (14 A 16 Viet. c. 83), s. 18. 

(r) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viot. o. 66), s. 13. 
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the Master of the Bolls is £8,750 («) and of the Lords Justices 
£3,600(0. 

Sect, 4. — Rules and Procedure. 

138. A council of the judges of the Supreme Court must 
assemble at least once in each year to consider procedure and the 
administration of justice (u). The power of making rules to 
regulate the practice and procedure of the Supreme Court was at 
first vested in the Lord Chancellor and certain other judges (a), 
but in 1881 this power was transferred to the present Rule 
Committee (i), which consists of the Lord Chancellor, the Lord 
Chief Justice, the Master of the Bolls, the President of the Probate, 
Divorce and Admiralty Division, and four other judges appointed 
by the Lord Chancellor. Rules may be made by any five members 
of the Rule Committee, of whom the Lord Chancellor must be 
one. The President and judges of the Court of Appeal have power 
to make regulations as to the conduct of business in the Court of 
Appeal (c). Rules of court made by the Rule Committee must 
be laid before both Houses of Parliament within forty days if 
Parliament is sitting, and if not, within forty days of the beginning 
of the next sitting. There is also power to annul any rules by 
Order in Council on an address from either House (^i). 

Under the above powers the Rules of the Supreme Court, 1883, 
have been made, and since amended and added to by many sets of 
subsequent rules (e). 

There are many other rule-making powers contained in different 
statutes relating to particular subjects (/). Practice rules are also 
made by the masters ; these, however, are not made under any 
statutory power. 

The procedure of the court in criminal proceedings is regulated 
by the Crown OfiSce Rules, 1906 ig). 

(a) Judge’s Pensions Acts, 1799, 1813, 1825 (39 Geo. 3, o. 110; 53 Geo. 3, 
c. 163 ; 6 Geo. 4, o. 84). 

(t) Ibid. 

(u) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 75. This enactment, however, 
appears only to have been carried into effect occasionally ; see Ohitty’s Statutes, 
VoL VI., Judicature, p. 28 (n.), and Yearly Supreme Court Practice, 1909, 
p. 1310. 

(а) Judicature Act, 18*75 (38 & 39 Viet. o. 77), s. 17 ; Appellate Jurisdiction 
Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 69), s. 17. 

(б) Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 68), s. 19. 

(c) Appellate Jurisdictioii Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vici c. 59), s. 16. 

(d) Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77), s. 25. 

(e) For the proc^ure of the Supreme Court, see title Pkaotioe akd 
Prooedttre. 

(/) Buies have been made relating to the following subjects Acknowledgr 
ments by married women ; Finance Act, 1895 ; bankruptcy ; bills of sale ; filing 
etc. of powers of attorney ; charitable trusts recovery ; reduction of capital 
cases; dee^ of arrangement; Divorce Buies; Probate Buies; commissions 
rogatoirts ; guardianship of infants ; Judgments Extension Act, 1868 ; London 
and Middlesex juries ; Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 ; election petitions ; part VI. 
of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 ; life assurance companies ; searches 
for judgments etc. ; settled estates; settled land ; questions as to transfer of 
powers under Local Government Acts, 1880 and 1894, and London Government 
Act, 1899 ; VITest Biding of Yorkshii'e rivers. The rules themselves will be 
found in the Yearly Supreme Court Practice, 1 909. 

{^) Statutory joules and Orders, 1906, pp. 605 — 733f 
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Courts. 


Sect. 8. 
His 

Majesty’s 
Court of 
Appeal. 

(Constitution 
of (Court of 
Appeal. 


Judges of 
Court of 
Appeal. 


Commissioners, except as to questions of fact or the Io(Mb standi of a 
complainant(/); and on questions of law arising upon the records 
of the London Mayor’s Court {g). 

Sub-Seot. 2. — Organisation, 

136. The Court of Appeal usually sits in two divisions, one of 
which hears appeals from the King’s Bench and Probate, Divorce 
and Admiralty Divisions, and the other from the Chancery Divi- 
sion Qi), The Court of Appeal is empowered to sit in three divi- 
sions at the same time {h). 

In interlocutory matters two judges of the Court of Appeal 
constitute a court, but in final matters three are required (i) ; by 
consent of the parties, however, such appeals may be heard by 
two judges only, but if the two judges differ in opinion the case 
must be re-argued before three judges before appeal to the House 
of Lords (/c). 

Sub-Seot. Z,— Judges, 

137. The Court of Appeal at present consists of the Lord 
Chancellor, who is the president of the court, the Lord Chief 
Justice of England, the Master of the Bolls, the President of the 
Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division (Z) (these are ex-officio 
judges), and five ordinary members of the court, entitled Lords 
Justices of Appeal. Ex-Lord Chancellors of Great Britain are also 
ex-officio members of the Court of Appeal (ni). 

The qualification for a Lord Justice of Appeal is to be a barrister 
of fifteen years’ standing or to have been a judge of the High 
Court for not less than a year(n). 

The Lord Chancellor may also request the attendance at any 
time of any judge of the High Court to sit as an additional judge 
at the sittings of the Court of Appeal, and any judge whose 
attendance is so requested must attend accordingly. Every judge 
so attending is to be deemed an additional judge of the Court of 
Appeal (o). 

Every judge of the Court of Appeal holds his office during good 
behaviour, and is only removable on an address to the Crown by 
both Houses of Parliament (p). 

The Master of the Bolls has a salary of £6,000 a year (q), and 
the Lords Justices of £6,000 (r). On resignation the pension of 


(/) Eailway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 25), s. 17 (1), (2). 

(g) Le Blanch v. Reuter's Telegram C’o., Ltd, (1876), 1 Ex. D. 408. 

(h) Judicature Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 31), b. 1. 

(t) Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77), s. 12. 

(k) Judicature Act, 1899 (62 Yict. o. 6), s. 1. 

(Z) As to this title, see Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Yict. c. 77), s. 4; 
Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yict. c. 68), ss. 4, 8; and Judicature Act, 1884 
(47 & 48 Yict. c. 61), s. 3. 

(m) Judicature Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yict. c. 53), s. 1. 

(n) Court of Chancery Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Yict o. 83), s. 1 : Judicature Act, 
1873 (36 & 37 Yict c. 66), s, 8. 

(o) Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 51), s. 6. 

(p) Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 89 Yict o. 77), m 5. 

Q) Court of Chancery Act, 1851 (14 A 15 Yict. o. 83), s. 18. 

(r) Judicature Act. 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. o. 66), s. 13. 
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the Master of the Bolls is £3,760 («) and of the Lords Justices 

£3,500(0. 

Sect. 4 . — Rules and Procedure. 

138. A council of the judges of the Supreme Court must 
assemble at least once in each year to consider procedure and the 
administration of justice (u). The power of making rules to 
regulate the practice and procedure of the Supreme Court was at 
first vested in the Lord Chancellor and certain other judges (a), 
but in 1881 this power was transferred to the present Buie 
Committee (6), which consists of the Lord Chancellor, the Lord 
Chief Justice, the Master of the Bolls, the President of the Probate, 
Divorce and Admiralty Division, and four other judges appointed 
by the Lord Chancellor. Buies may be made by any five members 
of the Rule Committee, of whom the Lord Chancellor must be 
one. The President and judges of the Court of Appeal have power 
to make regulations as to the conduct of business in the Court of 
Appeal (c). Rules of court made by the Rule Committee must 
be laid before both Houses of Parliament within forty days if 
Parliament is sitting, and if not, within forty days of the beginning 
of the next sitting. There is also power to annul any rules by 
Order in Council on an address from either House (d). 

Under the above powers the Rules of the Supreme Court, 1883, 
have been made, and since amended and added to by many sets of 
subsequent rules (e). 

There are many other rule-making powers contained in different 
statutes relating to particular subjects (/). Practice rules are also 
made by the masters ; these, however, are not made under any 
statutory power. 

The procedure of the court in criminal proceedings is regulated 
by the Crown Office Rules, 1906 (g). 

(&) Judge’s Pensions Acts, 1799, 1813, 1825 (39 Geo. 3, o. 110; 53 Geo. 3, 
c. 163 ; 6 Geo. 4, o. 84). 

(t) Ibid. 

(m) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. c. 66), s. 76. This enactment, however, 
appears onty to have been carried into effect occasionally ; see Ohitty’s Statutes, 
Vol VI., Judicature, p. 28 (n.), and Yearly Supreme Court Practice, 1909, 
p. 1310. 

(а) Judicature Act, 18^5 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77), s. 17 ; Appellate Jurisdiction 
Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 69), s. 17. 

(б) Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet, c. 68), s. 19. 

(c) Appellate Jurisdictioii Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vxet. c. 59), s. 16. 

(d) Judicature Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet, a 77), s. 25. 

(e) For the procedure of the Supreme Court, see title Praotioe Aim 
P ROOEDTTRS . 

(/) Buies have been made relating to the following subjects : — Acknowledg- 
ments by married women ; Finance Act, 1895 ; bankruptcy ; bills of sale ; filing 
etc. of powers of attorney ; charitable trusts recovery ; reduction of capital 
cases; deeds of arrangement; Divorce Buies; Probate Buies; commhsiona 
rogcUoires ; guardianship of infants ; Judgments Extension Act, 1868 ; London 
and Middlesex juries ; Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 ; election petitions ; Part VI. 
of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 ; life assurance companies ; searches 
for judgments etc. ; settled estates ; settled land ; questions as to transfer of 
powers imder Local Government Acts, 1880 and 1894, and London Government 
Act, 1899 ; West Biding of Yorkshire rivers. The rules themselves be 
found in the Yearly Supreme Court Practice, 1909. 

(y) Statutory Buies and Orders, 1906, pp. 605 — 733. 
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Sbot. 6 . — Officen and Central Office. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Official Refereu. 

139. Official referees are (fi) permanent officers attached to the 
Supreme Court for the purpose of acting as arbitrators under sub- 
missions to them (i), or of inquiring into and reporting on any 
question arising in a cause or matter referred to them by 
a judge (J), or of trying causes or matters referred to them for 
trial {k). Three of these officers are appointed ; the qualification 
is that they should be either barristers or solicitors of ten years’ 
standing (Z). 

Buies have been made in regard to the powers and duties of 
official referees (m). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Examinert. 

140. A sufficient number of barristers-at-law, of not less than 
three years’ standing, are appointed by the Lord Chancellor to act 
as examiners of the court for five years. Their duties are to take 
examinations under orders of the court in all divisions of the High 
Court, except in admiralty actions (w). Examinations are distributed 
among them in rotation (o). They are paid by fees which are 
prescribed by rules of the Supreme Court (p). In determining the 
place and time of examinations the convenience of the witnesses 
and the circumstances of the case are to be considered (j). 

Special examiners may also be appointed to take the evidence 
of any witness at any place (r). 

Sub-Seot. 3. — MasUfB of the Supreme Court, 

(l) King^s Bench Division, 

141. There are seven masters of the Supreme Court (King’s 
Bench Division). Of these the senior master is the King’s Remem- 
brancer (s). The office of King’s Coroner and Master of the Crown 
Office is held by a master (at present the senior master) under 
appointment by the Lord Chief Justice (t). 

There are also two assistant masters, one of whom is attached to 
the Crown Office, and the other to the Court Orders and Associates 
Department of the Crown Office. 


(^) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viot. o. 66), b. 83. 

(t) Arbitration Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viot. c. 49), s. 3. 

0; Ibid,, 8 . 13. 

Ck) Ibid., 8. 14. 

(2) Letter of Lord Ohanoellor (Oairns) to Ohanoellor of Exchequer (20 
Sol. Jo. 614). 

(m) E. S. 0., Ord. 36, rr. 45—61. See, generally, title Aebitration, Vol. L, 
pp. 483-492. 

(n) E. 8. 0., Ord. 37, rr. 39, 40. 

(o) Ibid,, r. 41. 

(p) Ibid,, t, 51. 

\o\ Ibid,, T, 45. 

(r) But see Bute (Margum) ▼. James (1886), 38 OL D. 157. 

(«) Judicature (Officers) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viot. o. 78), e 14, Sched, I., 
Part nL See also title Obowk Pbaotioe. 

(<) lUd,, B. 9 (2). 
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142. The duties of these masters comprise:— (1) the control and bmt. b. 

superintendence of the Central Office of the Supreme Court (u); Officers and 
(2) judicial work in chambers (a); and (8) issuing directions on Central 
points of practice. They have also jurisdiction to refer actions for O ffice - 
inquiry and report, or for trial (6). D„tieg 

Three masters sit daily in chambers, where they adjudicate on masten. 
summonses, subject to an appeal to the judge. In this capacity 
they have the jurisdiction conferred on, or transferred to, “the 
court or a judge ” by the Eules of the Supreme Court. A master 
can exercise, with certain exceptions, all the jurisdiction of a judge 
in chambers under the Judicature Acts or the Buies of the Supreme 
Court, or the Arbitration Act (c). One master, according to the rota 
arranged between all the masters, sits daily as practice master ; he 
has to be present at and control the business of the Central Office, and 
to give the necessary directions as to practice and procedure (d). 

143. The masters are appointed by the Lord Chief Justice and Appointment, 
the Master of the Bolls alternately (e). The qualification is to be 

a practising barrister or special pleader or solicitor of five years’ 
standing (/). The tenure of the office is during good behaviour (g). 

(ii.) Chancery Diviiion, 

144. There are twelve masters of the Supreme Court (Chancery Masters in 
Division) (ft). To every two judges in that division there are Chancery 
assigned four of these masters. They have a staff of clerks to 

assist them. 

The masters (ft) in the Chancery Division have no independent 
jurisdiction as have those of the King’s Bench Division ; all their 
authority is derived from the judge to whom they are assigned, and 
everything they do is done in his name (i), or by way of certificate. 

Any party, also, is entitled to have any question brought before the 
judge and to see him personally, and that even if the point be not 
disputed (ft). The duties of these masters are to make investiga- 
tions and take accounts etc., under the direction of the judge (Z). 

(u) Judicature (Officers) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Yiot a 78), s. 7. 

(a) R. 8. 0., Ord. 64, r. 12. 

{b) Ai'bitration Act, 1889(62 & 63 Viet, a 49), ss. 13, 14; R S. 0., Ord. 54, 
r. 12 a. 

(c) ‘‘When the rules say the court or a judge it is understood that ‘the 
court* means a judge or judges in open court, and ‘a judge* means a judge 
sitting in chambers ” (Be A, [18921 1 Oh. 459, 0. A., per Kay, L.J., at p. 463). 

See Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 39, and It. S. 0., Ord. 64, r. 12. 

(d) R S. 0., Ord. 61, r. 2. 

ic) Judicatiire (Officers) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 78), s. 9 (1). 

(/) Ibid., s. 10. 

[o) Ibid., s. 11. 

(h) These officers, who were formerly called chief clerks, have since Feb- 
ruary 22, 1897, been entitled to bo called masters of the Supreme Court hw an 
order of the Lord Chancellor made with the concurrence of the Lord Chief 
Justice and the consent of the Treasury. 

(t) Hayward v. Hayward (1864), Kay, App. xxxi. ; Lloyds Bank v. Princese 
Royal Colliery Co. (1900), 48 W. R 427. 

{k) Hayward y. Hayward, supra; Re Riga, Wadham v. Rigg (1862), 10 W. R 
365; Re Home CowUiee Life Assurance Cu. (1862), 10 W. R 457; Upton v 
Broum (1882), 20 Oh. D. 731, 0. A. ; ScoU y. Homer (1890), 6C L. J. (CH.) 238. 

© B. 8. 0., Ord. 66, rr. 16—18. 
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Bam. B. A eeriifioftte of a master does not require the express approval of 

Offioenand the judge, but on an application by motion or summons the certifi- 
Cratral cate may be discharged or varied (m). 

The qualification for master of the Supreme Court (Chancery 
Division) is to have been admitted and practised as a solicitor for 
ten years (n). 

(iii.) Taxing Office, 

Taadng office 145 . The Central Office of the Supreme Court conducts the 
business formerly conducted by the Chancery taxing office, of the 
Bankruptcy taxing office, of the taxing department of the office of 
the masters in lunacy, and of the taxing office of the Begistrar in 
Companies Winding-up (o). All taxations of costs in the Chancery 
and King’s Bench Divisions take place in a department of the 
Central Office called the Supreme Court taxing office. There are 
eleven masters of the Supreme Court (taxing office), one of whom 
sits daily to deal with short and urgent cases, while other cases are 
referred to some one of these masters. 

There is, apparently, no qualification prescribed for the appoint- 
ment of a master of the Supreme Court (taxing office) (p). A master 
has the right, subject to the approval of the Lord Chancellor, to 
appoint a deputy in case of absence from illness or other reason- 
able cause iq). A master may not practice as a barrister or 
solicitor, and if the latter, he must be struck off the roll on 
appointment (r). 

Sub- Sect. 4. — Registrar $ of the Chancery Divimnl 

Regiatraw. 146 . There may be thirteen (a) registrars of the Chancery 
Division {t). They attend the judges of the Chancery Division and 
the Court of Appeal upon the hearing of appeals from the Chancery 
Division. Their duties are to take notes of the orders and judg- 
ments given, and to draw up and settle and pass them. They have 
also to keep distinct lists of the causes and matters set down to be 
heard before each judge of the Chancery Division. 

On the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of registrar, 
the senior of the clerks to the registrars, to whom no sufficient 
objection to the satisfaction of the Lord Chancellor shall be made, 
is to be appointed registrar (a). 


im) E. S. 0., Ord. 55, rr, 65, 71. 

fn) Court of Chancery Act, 1862 (15 & 16 Yict. c. 80), fl. 17. 

(o) Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. XII., p. 924. 

\p) The fiwt masters of the Supreme Court (taxing office) were either 
Chancery taxing masters or were ^pointed to vacancies amongst the statutory 
masters of the Supreme Court. It is presumed that any future appointment 
will be made under the Court of Chancery Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet. c. 103), under 
which the former Chancery taxing masters were appointed. 

(q) Court of Chancery Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Yict. c. 103), s. 6. 

(r) Ibid,, B. 11. . 

(a) The number varies from time to time ; there are now ten ; see Court of 
Chancery (Officers) Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Yict. c. 87), s. 8 ; k S. 0., Ord. 62, r. 17. 

(0 For the history of this office, see Yearly S. (5. P., 1909, pp. 911 ei seq. 

(a) Court of Chancery Act, 1841 (5 Yict. c. 5), s. 38; Court of Chancery 
(Officers) Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Yict. o. 87), s. 8; Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 
Yict. 0 . 66), s. 77. 
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In case of illness a registrar, with the approval of the Lord 
Chancellor, and on failure by the registrar, the Lord Chancellor, 
may appoint a deputy (6). 

SiJB-SsOT. 5. — Central Office of the Sv^preme Court, 

147. The Central Office of the Supreme Court was created 
in 1879 (c), and consists of the following departments {d) : — 
(1) Writ Appearance and Judgment Department ; (2) Summons and 
Order Department ; (8) Piling and Record Department ; (4) Taxing 
Office ; (6) Enrolment Department ; (6) Judgments and Married 
Women’s Acknowledgments Department ; (6) Bills of Sale Depart- 
ment ; (8) King’s Remembrancer’s Department ; (9) Crown Office ; 
(10) Associates Department. It is staffed by first, second, and third 
class clerks, appointed by the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Chief 
Justice, and the Master of the Rolls in rotation. These clerks are 
removable by a majority of these judges, with the approval of the 
Lord Chancellor, for reasons to be assigned in the order of 
removal {e), 

Sxjb-Seot. 6. — Paymaster- General and Pay Office, 

148. The office of His Majesty’s Paymaster- General was estab- 
lished in 1835. The appointment is by warrant under the Royal 
Sign Manual. 

In 1872 the business of the Accountant-General of the High 
Court of Chancery was transferred to the Paymaster-General (/), 
and in 1883 (g) all the accounting departments of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature were consolidated into the pay office of the 
Supreme Court. This office, which is the Paymaster-General’s 
office for the business of the Supreme Court, is regulated by the 
Supreme Court Funds Rules, 1905 (7i). All moneys and funds which 
are paid into or out of court pass through this office. It is under 
the assistant paymaster-general for Supreme Court business. This 
officer has under him a deputy assistant paymaster-general and a 
staff of clerks. All securities and moneys in court are vested in the 
Paymaster-General for and on behalf of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature (t). 

SuB-SBcrr. 7 . — District Registrars, 

149. District registrars of the High Court of Justice are appointed 
under the Order in Council constituting the district registry, 
which may provide that any registrar of any county court, 
or any registrar, or prothonotary, or district prothonotary, of 
any local court the jurisdiction of which was abolished by the 


(&) Court of Okancery Act, 1841 (5 Viet. c. 6), s. 39. 

(c) Judicature (Officers) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 78), ss. 4, 6, 6. 

Id) R. S. C., Ord. 61, r. 1. 

(e) Judicature (Officers) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 7^, s. 9. 

\f) Court of Chancery (Funds) Act, 1872 (33 & 36 Viet. c. 44). 

\g) Judicature (Funds etc.) Act, 1883 (46 a 47 Viet. c. 29). 

\h) Statutory Rules and Orders, 1903 (No. 931, L. 21), p. 479; see also 
Yearly Supreme Court Practice, 1909, 1601. 

(i) Judicature (Funds etc.) Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viot. o. 29), s. 2. 
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Sbot. 5. Judicature Act, 1878 (fc), or from which an appeal was thereby 

Officers and given to the Court of Appeal, or any person who, having been a 

Central district registrar of the Court of Probate or of the Court of 

Office . Admiralty, becomes a registrar of the High Court, shall 

be a registrar of the High Court (1). Eegistrars of any 
inferior court of record having jurisdiction in any part of the 
district defined by the Order in Council constituting the district 
registry are also qualified (m). If the Lord Chancellor, with the 
concurrence of the Treasury, considers it expedient from the nature 
and extent of the business that the office should be conferred on 
some person not qualified as above, it is lawful for him to appoint 
a solicitor of five years’ standing (n). 

The district registrar may, with the approval of the Lord 
Chancellor and subject to regulations made by the Lord Chancellor, 
appoint a deputy for a period not exceeding three months (o). 

There is a statutory power to establish district registries by 
Order in Council (p). 

Duties of 150. The registrars have power to administer oaths and perform 
dlsteict Queh duties as shall be assigned to them by rules of court (3). 

reg rars. ‘Writs of summons may be issued, and further proceedings down 

to and including entry for trial, and, in case of non-appearance 
of the defendant, down to and including final judgment, may be 
had in the district registry (r), where also accounts and inquiries 
may be taken, and books and documents produced («). 

Procedure. 151. The proceedings in district registries are regulated by rules 
of court (0. These rules provide that leave to enter judgments in 
default of appearance (a), leave to enter interlocutory judgments 
against third parties (6), leave to issue or renew writs of execution, 
examinations of judgment debtors, garnishee orders, charging 
orders wm, and interpleader orders, are to be taken in the 
district registry (c). 

A district registrar has all the authority and jurisdiction of a master 
of the Supreme Court either of the King’s Bench or the Chancery 
Division bo far as relates (o proceedings in the district registry (d). 

The district registrars at Manchester and Liverpool have certain 
additional powers in Chancery actions (e). 

There is an appeal from the district registrar to a judge (/). 

(k) 86 & 37 Viet. c. 66. 

i l) Ibid., 8. 60. 

m) Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. 0 . 77), s. 13. 
n) Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. 0 . 68), s. 22. 

0 ) Appellate Jurismetion Act, 1876 (39 A 40 Yiot. 0 . 59), s. 22. 

(p) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 66), s. 60. 

(q) Ibid., 8. 62. 

V) Ibid., 8. 64; R. S. 0., Ord. 35, r. 1. 

Ibid., 8. 66. 

B. S. 0., Ord. 35. 

W) Ord. 35, r. 2. 

6) Ord. 16, rr. 60, 51 ; Ord. 36, r. 6. 

[e) E. S. 0., Ord. 36, r. 6. 

d) Ihid., T. a 

i/) /Wi, r. ». 



Paet V.— Thb Supbemb Court op Judicature. 

152 . Actions may be removed as of right from the district registry 
by the defendant in. the case of specially indorsed writs when either no 
application for summary judgment has been made within four days 
from appearance or leave to defend has been obtained, and in the 
case of writs not specially indorsed before delivering defence, and 
also in admiralty actions in rem by any person who has inter- 
vened (gi). Actions may be removed from London to a district 
registry by the court or a judge on good cause shown (h). 

Sub-Seot. 8. — Officers of the ProhcUe, Divorce and Admiralty Division, 

163. The ofiSces of the Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division 
are separate from the Central Office of the Supreme Court, and are 
located at Somerset House, except the Admiralty Registry, which is at 
the Royal Courts of Justice. There are four probate registrars, who 
deal with summonses in probate and divorce matters in a similar 
manner to masters of the Supreme Court in matters in the King’s 
Bench Division (t). They are assisted by a staff of clerks. There 
are also forty district probate registrars, who deal with non- 
contentious matters in probate. 

154. The Admiralty Registry has a registrar, an assistant 
registrar or marshal, and a staff of clerks. There is also an admiralty 
district registrar at Liverpool, the limits of whose registry may 
be fixed by Order in Council (A). 

Stjb-Seot. 9. — The Official Solicitor, 

155. Formerly known as the Solicitor to the Suitors’ Fund, 
and then as the solicitor to the High Court of Chancery, this officer 
has, since the Judicature Act, borne the title of Official Solicitor of 
the Supreme Court, and has no longer any duties to discharge with 
reference to funds in court. A relic of his former connection with 
those funds, however, survives in the requirement that a copy of 
every petition or summons for dealing with funds which have been 
placed in the list of dormant funds shall, where the fund amounts 
to or exceeds £500, be served on him unless the court or judge 
shall otherwise direct {!). 

The present duties, of the office are of a very general nature, and 
include visiting prisoners confined in Brixton or Holloway Prisons 
for contempt of court, and carrying out the instructions of the 
Lord Chancellor as respects such prisoners (m) ; acting as solicitor 
to parties defending actions in formd pauperis^ if so directed by the 
court under special circumstances (n) ; acting as guardian ad litem 
to infants and persons of unsound mind not so found by inqui- 
sition (o) ; conducting sales by order of the court if the parties to 

(g) B. S. 0.. Ord. 35, r. 13. 

(A) Ibid., r. 17. 

(i) See B. S. 0., Oxd. 54, r. 12. 

(A) Liverpool Admiralty District Begistraris Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Yiot. o. 45). 

(/) B. S. 0.. Ord. 22, r. 12 b. 

(m) See title Contempt op Ootjet, Vol. VH., p. 325. 

(n) See Mouirie v. UilcML, [1901] 1 K B. 596, U. A., and title PsAonox anb 
Fbooedubx. 

(o) See B. S. 0., Ord. 16, it. 18. 19, and titles Infants and Qhildbxn; 
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the action cannot agree upon an independent solicitor; making 
Officers and certain investigations and reports in lunacy (p); acting, when so 
O^tral appointed, as a judicial trustee (?), and, generally, assisting the 

Qfi^. court in cases where the judge considers that the assistance of a 

solicitor is required. Where there is undue delay in any pro- 
ceedings under any judgment or order he may be required to take 
steps to expedite matters, or to himself conduct the proceedings (r). 

Sect. 6. — The Circtdt System^ 

StTB-SECT. 1 . — In General 

Thecircuitg. 166. Judges go into every county except Middlesex ( 5 ) under 
commissions of the peace (0, of oyer and terminer (w), of general 
gaol delivery {v) of assize {w ) ; incident to the commission of 
assize is the jurisdiction to try causes at nisi prius. These commis- 
sions enable them to try criminal and civil cases in the several 
counties. Sometimes King’s Counsel are employed as special com- 
missioners to relieve the judges from part of their work. The names 
of all the judges and of the King’s Counsel and counsel having 
patents of precedence practising on the respective circuits are 
usually included in the commission (a?). There is power to include 
in any commission of assize, oyer and terminer, or gaol delivery 
the name of any county court judge (y). There are seven 
circuits (z). 

Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind. As to costs see E. 8. 0., Ord. 65, 
r. 13: Ooatly v. JoneSy [1907] W. N. 161; Eady v. EUdon^ [1901] 2 KB. 
460, 0. A. 

(p) Eules in Lunacy, 1893, rr. 1, 2; Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, 
Yol. YIII., Lunatic, Ed gland, p. 29. 

(j) Judicial Trustees Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 35), and Eules made 
thereunder. 

(r) E. 8. 0., Ord. 33, r. 9; Ord. 65, r. 11, and see Re Corsellie (1884), 
60 L. T. 703, 0. A. 

(fi) Erom very early times judges of the superior courts of coDamon law 
were sent into eveiy county annually to try actions. Previously to the intro- 
duction of this system what were called “ eyres were held not oftener than once 
in seven years in each county ; commissions of assize weie also issued for the trial 
of actions of novel disseisin and mort d’ancestor, which were very numerous. 

(^) The names of all the judges are included in the commission of the 
peace for each county. The commission of the peace binds the sheriffs and 
justices to give attendance on the judges. 

(u) The commission of oyer and terminer empowers the judges to try persons 
not in gaol for treasons, felonies etc. 

(v) The commission of general gaol delivery empowers the judges to try 
every prisoner in the gaol committed for any ouence whatever, so as to clear the 
gaol of prisoners. 

(«;) The commission of assize empowers the judges to try civil actions. 

(a) Judicature Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Yict. c. 61), s. 7 ; and see Yearly 8upreme 
Court Practice, 1909, p. 1863. 

(y) County Courts Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. 0 . 43), s. 16. 

(z) There were formerly six circuits — the Northern, the Midland, the Norfolk, 
the Home, the Oxford, and the Western ; to these were added the North Wales 
and the South Wales Circuit. These circuits were discontinued by an Order in 
Council (Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. XII., Supreme Court, 
England, p. 22) made under the Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. 0 . 77), 
and new circuits were appointed. Por a list of the circuits see title Babristees^ 
Vol n., p. 366, and Order in Council of 28th June, 1909 (London Oa$et(^ 

1909). 
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Sttb-Sbot. 2. — Atsita, 

157 . Assizes are held four times in the year (a), but if not more 
than five days before the commission day it appears to the clerk of 
assize that there is no business to be transacted requiring the 
attendance of jurors, he may give notice dispensing with the 
attendance of jurors (b). In such a case it is not necessary to hold 
the court of assize unless there is any other business to be 
transacted which does not require the attendance of jurors (c). 

At the summer and winter assizes both civil and criminal 
business is taken on all circuits. At the autumn circuit only 
criminal business is taken, except at Birmingham, Manchester, 
Liverpool, Leeds, and Swansea. At the Easter circuit civil and 
criminal business is taken at Manchester and Liverpool, and 
criminal only at Leeds (d), 

SuB‘Sec3T. 3. — OfficerB. 

168. The principal ofiBcer in connection with assizes is the clerk 
of assize (e). His duties are to open the assize by reading the 


(aj statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, VoL XII., Supreme Court, 
England, p. 49. In ancient times assizes were held in all counties — twice in the 
year, that is, in the spring and autumn vacations — except in the counties of York 
and Lancaster, where no assizes were held in spring. In the eighteenth century it 
became a common practice to issue commissions for assizes to be held in winter — 
that is, in the vacation following Michaelmas term. These latter winter assizes 
are regulated by the Winter Assizes Acts, 1876 and 1877 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 57 ; 
40 & 41 Viet. c. 46). Under these Acts counties may be united for the purpose 
of holding winter assizes. This power was extended to spring assizes by the 
Spring Assizes Act, 1879 (42 Viet. o. 1). This is done by Orders in Council, 
wnich are issued annually. These Orders in Council are printed and put on 
sale as statutory rules and orders, under the Eules Publication Act, 1893 
(56 & 57 Viet c. 66), and the rules made thereunder (Statutory Eules and 
Orders i^vised, Vol. XI,, Statutory Eule, p. 1). Orders in Council are 
also in force regulating the assizes in Lancashire (Statutory Eules and Orders 
Eevised, Vol. XU., Supreme Court, England, p. 9) ; in Yorkshire (i5ic?., 
p. 16), fixing commission days and the places for winter and summer assizes, 
making special regulations for Warwickshire, and as to Chancery and other 
causes at Liverpool and Manchester (tft/d., p. 27) ; as to the termination of the 
winter assizes (i5id., p. 38) ; amending the order as to places for holding assizes 
[ibid,, p. 39) ; as to commission days ; as to the autumn, winter ana Easter 
assizes on the Northern Circuit, and as io winter assizes on the North and South 
Wales Circuits (ibid., p.‘49) ; as to summer and winter assizes on the North and 
South Wales Circuits {ibid,, p. 61) ; and two orders made in 1907 altering the 
dates for holding assizes in consequence of the alteration of the commencement 
of the Long Vacation (Statutory Eules and Orders, 1907, p. 1015, 1016). 
The Winter Assizes Acts, 1876 and 1877 (39 & 40 Viet, o, 67 ; 40 & 41 Viet. o. 
46), and the Spring Assizes Act, 1879 (42^ Viet. o. 1), give power to His 
Majesty by Order in Coimcil to extend the jurisdiction of the Central Criminal 
Court durmg the months from September to May inclusive over the neighbour- 
ing counties. Orders in Council are made annually under these powers (see 
table of Temporary Orders at the end of the annual volumes of Statutory Eules 
and Orders). See also title Criminal Law and Pbooedurb, p. 266, post. 

(b) Assizes and Quarter Sessions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 41), s. 1. 


(c) Ibid, s. 2. 

(d) A new arrangement of the dates of the holding of assizes was made by 

Order in Couneil of 28th June, 1909 {London July 2, 1909). 

(e) The duties of a clerk of assize under the old practice are set out m detail 
in “ The Clerk of Assize, Judges-Marshall and Ciyer being the true Manner 
and Form of the ProceedinM at the Assizes and General Gaole-Delivery, both 
in the Crown Court, and NUi Fritu Court, and The Eight wayes of entering of 
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commisBions, and generally to perform such functions of a master and 
of an assessor as may be necessary (/). The power of appointment 
is_ vested in the senior judge going the circuit for the summer and 
winter assizes (g). Where the clerk of assize is paid by salary he 
may not take any fee for his own nse Qi). The tenure of the office is 
regulated by the Clerks of Assize etc. Act, 1869 (t), under which 
the qualification is three years’ standing at the bar in actual practice, 
or as special pleader or conveyancer, or actual practice as a solicitor, 
or as a subordinate officer of a clerk of assize on circuit. 

The clerk of arraigns is an assistant to the clerk of assize, 
and opens the commission in case of his absence. He performs 
on the Grown side similar duties to those of the clerk of assize. 
The senior judge on the circuit for the summer and winter assizes 
has the right of appointment to this office (j). 

Subordinate officers to the clerk of assize who are paid out 
of moneys provided by Parliament may not be removed from office 
without the sanction of the Treasury (k). 

Each judge when on circuit is attended by an officer called the 
marshal, who is appointed by the judge for each circuit, and who 
receives records for trials, swears in the grand jury, and acts as 
secretary to the judge. 


Part VI. — Courts of Criminal Jurisdiction (o. 

Sect. 1. — Courts of Summary Jumdiction, 

169. Courts of summary jurisdiction are held either before 
justices of the peace sitting in petty sessions or metropolitan police 
magistrates or stipendiary magistrates (m). 


Sub-Seot. 1. — Constitution, 

160. Counties are divided into petty sessional divisions (n), which 


all Pleas, Yerdicts, Judgments, and Orders in either of the said Courts” (by 
T. W., London, 1660). 

(/) ** Clerk of the Asske is he who writes all Thin^ ju^dally done by the 
Justices of Assize in their Cirouits. (Crompton, L’Authoritie et jWsdiotion des 
Courts, 227.) This officer is associate to the Judge in Commission of Assize to 
take Assizes etc.” (Jacob’s Law Dictionary). 

(g) Judicature Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Yict. a 61), a 21, 

I* A) 32 & 33 Viet. 0, 89, s. 5. 

I t) 32 A 33 Yici o. 89. 

1 7) 47 & 48 Yict. 0 . 61, s. 21. 

K) Clerks of Assize, etc. Act, 1669 (32 A 33 Yict. o. 89), s. 7. 

\[l) For criminal jurisdiction, genendly, see title Oriicinal Law akd Pao- 
CBDUBB, p. 2U^posL 

(m) For the appointment, qualification, and disqualifioation of justices and 
magistrates, see title Maoistratbs. 

(a) Difkion of Counties Aot, 1828 (9 Geo. 4, c. 43). 
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may be altered by quarter sessions (o). In these divisions the sittings 
of the justices out of quarter sessions are called petty sessions. 
Every sitting £md acting of justices of the peace, or of a 
stipendiary magistrate, in and for any city, borough, or town 
corporate, having a separate commission of the peace, or any part 
thereof, within England and Wales, at any police court or other 
places appointed in that behalf, is a petty sessions of the peace, 
and the district for which the same is held is a petty sessional 
division. 

A petty sessional court is defined (p) as a court of summary 
jurisdiction consisting of two or more justices, when sitting 
in a petty sessional court-house, and includes the Lord Mayor 
of the City of London, and any alderman of that city, and 
any metropolitan or borough police magistrate, or other stipendiary 
magistrate, when sitting in a court-house or place at which he is 
authorised by law to do alone any act authorised to be done by more 
than one justice of the peace (q). 

Convictions on summary proceedings before justices are matters 
of record (r). Up to 1848 they were drawn up on parchment, as was 
the case with all records, but now they may be on parchment or 
paper («). 

Justices are protected from actions on account of errors in judg- 
ment so long as they act within the line of their authority (t). 
Some authorities have doubted whether justices out of sessions 
acting judicially are judges of record, but the better opinion appears 
to be that they are (u). 


Sub-Seot. 2. — Jurisdiction, 

161 . The jurisdiction of courts of summary jurisdiction and petty 
sessional courts extends to the hearing and determining of charges 


(o) Petty Sessional Divisions Act, 1836 (6 7 Will. 4, c. 12). 

(7?) /.c., a court-house or other place where justices are accustomed to 
assenible for holding special or petty sessions, or a place appointed as a 
substitute for such place. 

Interpretation Act, .1889 (52 & 53 Viet. o. 63), s, 13. 

(r) “Convictions have undoubtedly always been treated as records, and for 
that reason they were, prior to 4 Geo. 2, c. 26 (now repealed), required when 
filed to be in Latin ; therefore the returning them either to this coui-t, or to the 
sessions, does not alter their character” {Chaney v. Payne (lS4I)i I Q* B. 712, 
per Lord Denman, C.J., at p. 724). 

(«) Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 43). 

(<) Miller V. Stare (1777), 2 Wm. Bl. 1141, per Dk Gkey, O.J., at p. 1145. 
See also Justices Protection Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 44), and titles Maois- 
TRATEs ; Public Authorities and Public Officers, 

(tt) Basten v. Carew (1825), 3 B. & G. 649. “ It maketh not a little, both for 
maintenance of the peace, and for the credit of the justices thereof, that they 
are numbered amongst the judges of record” (Lambard, Eirenarcha, Bk. 1, 
c. xiii.). “ Now touching our j^tice of the peace, it is the opinion of the 
court ( Y. B., 9 Edw. 4, o. 3 ; 14 Hen. 8, o. 16) and of divers other books in our 
law, that every one of them (even by himself) is a judge of record, for . . . 
he may take a recognizance of the peace . . . which none other can do but a 
judge of record, because the knowledging of that summe is to remain as a matter 
of record ” {ibid,), 

H L.— IX. G 


SaoT. 1. 

Courts of 
Smnmarv 
Jurisdiction. 


Petty 

sessional 

court. 


Convictions. 


Protection of 
justices. 


Summary 

jurisdiction. 



76 


Courts. 


Sww. 1, which are triable sammarily (»). These relate to the following 
Coorts of matters : Notice of accidents to workmen (w) ; adulteration of 
SnmmarT seeds (x); agricultural gangs (y) ; aliens (i:); alkali etc. works (a) ; 
forisdictlon. RniTnalB (b) ; apprentices (c) ; army and other military forces (d ) ; 

arsenic (e) ; assault, except where accompanied by an attempt to 
commit a felony, or where the court thinks it should be prosecuted by 
indictment ; barbed wire fences(y) ; bicycles (/<) ; billiard tables (i) ; 
births and deaths registration (j) ; boiler explosions (k ) ; brawling 
in churches and chapels (0 ; bread (m) ; bribery and corruption (n) ; 
brothels (o); building societies ( p) ; burials (g) ; byelaws of local 


(v) See also, generally, titles Omminal Law and Pkooedttke, p. 226, post; 
^NfAGISTRATiES ©tc. 

(w) Notice of Accidents Acts, 1894 and 1906 (67 & 58 Viet. c. 28, s. 1 ; 6 
Edw. 7, 0 . 63). See title Master and Servant. 

(oj) Adulteration of Seeds Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. o. 112), s. 3. See title 
Agriculture, Vol. I., p. 292. 

(y) Agricultural Gangs Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 130), ss. 4, 5. See title 
Agriculture, Vol. I., p. 276. 

(z) Aliens Act, 1905 (6 Edw. 7, c. 13), ss. 1, 3, 4, 6, 7. See title Aliens 
V ol. L, n. 328. 

(а) Alkali, etc. Works Eegulation Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 14), ss. 8, 16. 

(б) Diseases of Animals Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 67), ss. 51— 5*1. See title 
Animals, Vol. I., p. 419. 

(c) Employers and Workmen Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 90), s. 12. See title 
Master and Servant. 

(d) Kegulation of the Forces Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 57), s. 39 ; Amy 
Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet. c. 58); Eeserve Forces Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 48), 
ss. 25, 27 ; Militia Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 49), ss. 42 — 44 ; Annual Amy 
Acts, 1881—1908. See title Eoyal Forces. 

(c) Arsenic Act, 1861 (14 & 16 Viet. c. 13), s. 4. 

If) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), ss. 39, 40, 
42 — 46 ; County Courts Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 43), s. 168. See title 
Criminal Law and Procedure, p. 605, post, 

{g) Barbed Wire Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 32), s. 3. See title Boundaries 
AND Fences, Vol. III., p. 128. 

(A) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 85. See title Street 
Traffic. 

(%) Gaming Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 109), ss. 11, 12; Licensing Act, 1872 
(35 & 36 Viet. 0 . 94), s. 75. 

(y) Births and Deaths Begistration Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 88), ss. 5, 15, 
17 — 20, 35, 39, 40 (see also Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Vict.^c. 60), 
ss. 254, 339. See title Begistration of Births and Deaths. 

(k) Boiler Explosions Acts, 1882(45 & 46 Viet. c. 22), s. 5; 1890 (53 & 54 
Viet. c. 35). 

(i) Places of Eeligious Worship Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, c. 155), s. 12; Ecclesi- 
astical Courts Jurisdiction Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 32), s. 1. See title 
Ecolesiastical Law. 

(m) Bread Act, 1836 (6 & 7 WilL 4, c. 37), ss. 4 — 10 ; see also Weights and 
Measures Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet, c. 21). See titles Food and Drugs j 
Weights and Measures. 

(n) Bribery etc, (Prevention of Corruption Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 34), 
s* 1). 

(o) Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. o. 112), s. 11 ; Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Viet o. 69), s. 13. 

(p) Building Societies Acts, 1874 and 1894 (37 & 38 Viet, c. 42, ss. 31, 43 ; 
67 & 68 Viot. c. 47), ss. 21—23. See title Building Societies, Vol. III., 
p. 386.. 

(q) Burial Act, 1865 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 2. See also Burial of Drowned 
Persons Act, 1808 ^8 Geo. 8, c. 76), s. 1 ; Cremation Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, 
0 . 8), a 8, and title Burial and Cremation, Vol. in., p. 401. 



Part VI.— Courts of Criminal Jurisdiction. 


n 


aathorities(r ) ; canals (s) ; canal boats (t) ; chaff-catting machines (u) ; 
children and infants (v)j chimney sweepers (tp) ; dubs («) ; com- 
panies (y) ; constables, neglect of duty by (e) ; copyright (o) ; corn 
returns (6) : cruelty to animals (c); customs (d); dogs («) ; drunken- 
ness (/) ; excise (y); explosives (/i) ; factories and workshops (i) ; 
fertilisers and feeding stuffs (j) ; fire alarms (k) ; food and 


(r) Towns Improvement Olanses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. o. 34) ; Town Police 
Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. o. 89); Highways and Locomotives (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. o. 77); Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet 
c. 55), and amending Acts ; Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, 
c. 50) ; Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41). 

(fi) Canals (Offences) Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 50). See title Eailways and 
Canals. 

(Q Canal Boats Acts, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet c. 60), ss. 1, 2, 5, 6, 10; 1884 
(47 & 48 Viet. c. 75), ss. 7, 8. 

(w) Chaff Cutting Machines (Accidents) Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 60), s. 3. 
See title Agbioxjltuhe, Vol. I., p. 295. 

(v) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet c. 79), s. 56 ; Children’s 
Dangerous Performances Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 34) ; Dangerous Per- 
formances Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 62); Betting and Loans (Infants) Act 
1892 (55 Viet. c. 4), ss. 2, 4; Employment of Chudren Act, 1903 (3 Eaw. 7, 
0 . 45) ; Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 15) ; Children 
Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67). See titles Education ; Infants and Children. 

(w) Chimney Sweepers Eegulation Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet c. 37), ss. 6, 7 ; 
Cmmney Sweepers Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 70), ss. 15 — 20 ; Chimney 
Sweepers Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Viet. c. 51), s. 1. 

(sc) Licensing Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 28), Part III. See title Clubs, Vol. IV., 
pp. 429 et seg. 

(y) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 69), s. 276. See title 
Companies, VoL Y. 

(z) Parish Officers Act, 1793 (33 Geo. 3, c. 55), s. 1 ; Canals (Offences) Act, 1840 
(3 & 4 Viet. c. 5^, ss. 4, 5; MunicipalCorjwirations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet c. 50), 
B. 194 ; County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Vict. o. 93), ss. 12, 16. See title Police. 

(a) Musical (Summary Proceedings) Copyright Act, 1W2 (2 Edw. 7, c. 15) ; 
Musical Copyright Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 36) ; Fine Arts Copyright Act, 1862 
(25 & 26 Vict. c. 68), ss. 6, 8. See title Copyright and Literary Property, 
Vol. Vm., p. 169. 

(b) Com Keturns Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Vict. c. 37), s. 17. 

(c) Cruelty to Animals Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Vict. c. 92) ; urueiry to Animals 
Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 60) ; Cruelty to Animals Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. 
c. 77); see also Diseases of Animals Act 1894 (67 & 58 Vict. c. 57), s. 23; Wild 
Animals in Captivity Protection Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Vict. o. 33), s. 3. See title 
Animals, VoLL, p. 409. ’ 

(d) Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. o. 36), and amending 
Acts ; Disorderly Houses Act, 1761 (26 Geo. 2, c. 36), s. 8. See title Revenue. 

(e) Dogs Act 1871 (34 & 35 Vict. c, 56); Dogs Act 1906 (6 Edw. 7, o 32) ; 
RaWs Order, 1897 (No. 57-78, 23rd March, 1907) ; Dogs Order, 1906 (No. 7124, 
22nd October, 1906) ; Dog Licences Act, 1867 (30 Vict. c. 5), ss. 8, 9. See title 
Animals, Vol. I., p. 394. 

(/) Licensing Acts, 1872, 1902 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 94; 2 Edw. 7, c. 28). See 
also Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Vict. c. 47), s. 58 ; London Hackney 
Carriages Act 18*^8 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 86), s. 28 ; Refreshment Houses Act I860 
(23 & 24 Vict. c. 27), s. 41 ; Habitual Drunkards Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. 
c. 19). See title Intoxioatino Liquors. 

( g ) See title Revenue. 

(A) Explosives Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 17). See title Explosives. 

(i) Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22). See title Factories 

AND V^ORXSHOPS. 

(j) Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act 1906 (6 Edw. 7, o. 27). See title 
Agriculture, Vol. I., p. 285. 

(^) False Aianns of Fire Act, 1895 (58 & 59 Vict. o. 28). 
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B»oT. 1, dragB(0 ; foreign plafce(m) ; friendly etc. Bocieties(n) ; game (o); gam- 
ConrtBOf ing(p); gasworks (q) ; gun licences (r); l\fiwkers(«) ; highways (t); 
Snmmary hops («) ; husband and wife (v) ; indecent advertisements (w ) ; 
Joiis^tion. industrial schools (ar) ; licensed houses (y) ; juries (z); landlord and 
tenant (a) ; larceny of deer (b) ; dogs (c) ; fences etc. (d) ; fish (e) ; 
pigeons (/) ; trees etc. (g) ; libraries (/i) ; lighting and watching (i) ; 
locomotives on highways (j) ; and motor cars (ft) ; lotteries (ll ) ; 


(/) Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, 1875 to 1899 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 63 ; 42 & 43 
Viet. c. 30 : 60 & 61 Viet. c. 29 ; 62 & 63 Viet. e. 61) ; see also Oustoms and 
Inland Revenue Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 41), s. 6 ; Customs and Inland 
Revenue Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet, c, 51), ss. 8, 9. See titles Food and Drugs; 

RiRVRNUS* 

(m) Hall-marking of Foreign Plate Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 6), s. 1. 

(w) Friendly Societies Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 25) ; Collecting Societiee 
and Industrial Assurance Companies Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 26) ; Industrial 
and Provident Societies Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 39) ; Loan Societies Act, 
1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 110). See titles jpttsdm. 

(o) Night Poaching Act, 1828 (9 Q-eo. 4, c. 69)^; Game Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 
4, c. 32) ; Game Licences Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 90) ; Larceny Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 17 ; Poaching Prevention Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. o. 114) ; 
Ground Game Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet c. 47), s. 6. See title Game. 

(p) Gaming Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet c. 109) ; Betting Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet 
c. 119) ; Betting Act, 1874 (37 Viet. c. 15). See title Gaming and Wagering. 

((/) Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 15) ; Gasworks Clauses Act, 
1871 (34 & 35 Viet c. 41). See title Gas. 

(r) Gun Licence Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 57) ; Pistols Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, 
c. 18). 

(fl) Hawkers Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet c. 33). See title Markets and Fairs. 

(t) Highway Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 50) ; Highway Act, 1864 (27 & 28 

Viet. c. 101). See title Highways, Streets, and Bridges. 

(a) Hop (Prevention of Frauds) Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 37). See title 
Agriculture, Vol. I., p. 291. 

(v) Summary Jurisdiction (Married Women) Act, 1895 (68 & 69 Viet. c. 39) ; 
Licensing Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 5 ; Matrimonial Causes Act, 1857 (20 
& 21 Viet. 0 . 85), s. 21, See title Husband and Wife. 

{w) Indecent Advertisements Aot^ 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 18). 

(j:) See Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), and title Infants and 

Children. 

(?/) Refreshment House Act, 1860 (23 Viet. c. 27) ; Public House Closing 
Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 64) ; Licensing Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 94) ; 
Licensing Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. o. 49) ; Intoxicating Liquors (Sale to Children) 
Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 27); Licensing Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 28); Children 
Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 120. See title Intoxicating Liquors. 

(«) Juries Act, 1825 (6 Geo. 4 c. 60), s. 45 ; see title Juries. 
fa) Law of Distress Amendment Act, 1895 (58 & 59 Viet c. 24), s. 2. See 
title Distress. 

(5) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet o. 96), s. 12. See title Animals, 
Vol. I., p. 371. 

(c) Ihid,, s. 18. 

(a) Ibid,f 8. 34. 

(«) J6id., B. 24. 

(/) Ibid,, s. 23. 

I o) Ibtdt, 88. 33, 36, 37. 

I A) Libraries Offences Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet, a 63). 

I f) Lighting and Watching Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, o. 90), «. 65. 

(j) Locomotives Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 83) ; Highways and Locomotives 
(Amendment) Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 77) ; Locomouves Act, 1898 (61 & 62 
Yiot 0 . 29). Qqq title Street Traffic. 

(k) Locomotives on Highways Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Vict c. 36) ; Motor Car 
Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, o. 36). See title Street Traffic. ^ 

(6) Gaming Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, o. 119) s. ^ ; Lotteries Act, 1823 (4 Geo. 4^ 
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lunaticB (m) ; markets and fairs (n); marriage (o); masters and 
servants (j)); medical practitioners (^) ; merchandise marks (r); 
merchant shipping (s) ; metal dealers (0 ; mid wives (w) ; mines (^); 
money-lenders (a ) ; music and dancing (b) ; obscene publications (c) ; 
patents and trademarks (d) ; pawnbrokers (e) ; pedlars (J) persona- 
tion( 5 f); petroleum (ft); poison (i); poor law (j); post office (A:); pound- 


c. 60), B. 41 ; Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), ss. 5, 21. See title Gamino 
AND Wageeing. 

(tw) Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 Viet. c. 6), ss. 315, 317, 322, 323, 326. See title 
Lunatics and Peesons of Unsound Mind. 

(n) Markets and Pairs Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. o. 14), s. 13. See 
title Maekets and Pairs. 

(o) Marriage Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 58). See title Husband and Wipe. 
{p) Prauds by Workmen Acts, 1748, 1777 (22 Geo. 2, c. 27 ; 17 Geo. 3, c. 56); 

Servants* Characters Act, 1792 (32 Geo. 3, c. 56); Truck Act, 1831 (1 &2 
Will. 4, c. 37) ; Hosiery Act, 1813 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 40) ; Misappropriation by 
Servants Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 103) ; Conspiracy ana Protection of Property 
Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 86) ; Payment of Wages in Public Houses Prohibi- 
tion Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 31) ; Truck Amendment Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet, 
c. 46) ; TVuck Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Vict. c. 44) ; Trade Disputes Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, 
c. 47). See titles Master and Servant; Trade and Trade Unions. 

{g) Medical Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Vict. c. 90), ss. 4D, 41 ; Dentists Act, 1878 
(41 & 42 Vict. c. 33), ss. 8, 4. See title Medioinb and Pharmacy. 

S Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Vict. c. 28). 

Merchant Shaping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vict. c. 60); Seamen’s Clothing 
Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict, c, 57). Seamen’s and Soldiers’ Palse Characters Act, 
1906 (6 Edw. 7, o. 5). See title Shipping and Navigation. 

(^) Old Metal Dealers Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 110); Prevention of Crimes 
Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Vict. c. 112), s. 13. 

(u) Mid wives Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 17). 

(05) Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Vict, c. 68), s. 61. See title 
Mines, Minerals and Quarries. 

(a) Money-lenders Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Vict. o. 61), See title Money and 
Money-lending. 

g Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Vict. c. 69), s. 61. 

Obscene Publications Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Vict. c. 83). 

(d) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw, 7, c. 29), ss. 89, 90. See title 
Patents and Inventions. 

(e) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 93). See title Pawnbrokers 
AND Pledges. 

(/) Pedlars Act, 1871 j(34 & 35 Vict. c. 96); Pedlars Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vict, 
c. 45). See title MAekets and Pairs. 

{g) Admiralty Powers Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 124), s. 8 ; Army Act, 1881 
(44 & 45 Vict. c. 68), s. 142 ; Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Vict. c. 47), 
8. 17 ; County Police Act, 1839 (2 a 3 Vict. c. 93), s. 16; Town Police Clauses 
Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 89), s. 12. 

{h) Petroleum Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Vict. c. 105); Petroleum Act, 1879 (42 & 43 
Vict. c. 47) ; Petroleum (Hawkers) Act, 1881 (^4 & 45 Vict. c. 67). 

(♦) Poisoned Grain Prohibition Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Vict. c. 113); Poisoned 
Plesh Prohibition Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Vict. a 115); Pharmacy Acts, 1868 and 
1869 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 121 ; 32 & 33 Vict. c, 117) ; Drugging of Animals Act, 
1876 (39 Vict. c. 13). 

(y) Poor Relief Act, 1815 (65 Geo. 3, c. 137), s. 2 ; Poor Law Amendment Act, 
1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), ss. 43, 92, 98; Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 
(7 & 8 Vict. c. 101), s. 68 ; Poor Law Amendment Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Vict 
c. 113), s. 15; Pauper Inmates Discharge and Regulation Act, 1871 (34 & 35 
Vict. c. 108), 8. 7; Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 
(39 & 40 Vici. o. 61), s. 44; Casual Poor Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 36), s. 5. 
See title PooE La w. 

(k) See the Poet Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48). See title Post Office. 
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breach (Z); prevention of crimes (w); printers (n) ; prisons (o); 
property, damage to (p) ; public health (q) ; railways (r) ; reformatory 
schools («) ; salmon and freshwater fisheries (t) ; sea fisheries (u) ; shop 
clubs (v) ; shop hours (w) ; solicitors (x) ; steam whistles (y ) ; street 
betting (z) ; Sunday observance (a) ; swearing {b) ; telegraphs (c) ; 
theatres (d); threshing machines (e) ; towns improvement (/) ; towns 
police (gf) ; trade unions (/<) ; tramways (i) ; uniforms {j) ; 


{1) Pound-breach Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 30). See title Animals, Vol. I., 

р. 386. 

(m) Prevention of Orimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. o. 112). 

(n) Newspapers, Printers, and Eeading Booms Repeal Act, 1869 (32 & 33 
Viet. c. 24); Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. 
0. 61), 8. 10. See title Press and Printing. 

(o) Prison Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 126), ss. 88, 39, 62. See title Prisons. 

(p) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 97), ss. 22. 24. 25. 41. 62 : 
Town Gardens Protection Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 13), s. 5. 

(q) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 65), and amending Acts. See 
title Public Health. 

(r) Railway Regulation Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 97), ss. 13, 16 ; Railways 
Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 20) ; Malicious Damage Act, 
1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 37 ; Regulation of Railways Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet 

с. 119), 88. 23, 40; Regulation of Railways Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet c. 67), 
B. 6. See title Railways and Canals. 

(«) See the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 67). 

(0 Salmon and Freshwater Fishery Acts, 1861 to 1892 (24 & 26 Viet 
c. 109; 26 & 27 Viet c. 10; 28 & 29 Viet o. 121; 33 & 34 Viet. 
0 . 38; 36 & 37 Viet c. 71 ; 39 & 40 Viet oc. 19, 34; 40 & 41 Viet c. 65; 
41 & 42 Viet 0 . 39; 42 & 43 Viet c. 26; 47 & 48 Viet c. 11 ; 49 & 50 
Viet. cc. 20, 39 ; 64 & 55 Viet c. 37 (Parts HI., IV.) ; 66 & 66 Viet c. 60. See 
title Fisheries. 

(u) Fisheries (CWster, Crab, and Lobster) Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet c. 42) ; 
Fisheries (Oyster, (Jrab, and Lobster) Act, 1877, Amendment Aet, 1884 (47 & 
48 Viet c. 26). 

(v) Shop Clubs Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 21). 

(i^ Shop Hours Acts, 1892 and 1895 (55 & 66 Viet. c. 62 ; 68 Viet. o. 5) ; Seats 
for Snop Assistants Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet c. 21). 

(a;) Attorneys and Solicitors Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 68), s. 12, See title 
Solicitors. 

(y) Steam Whistles Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 61), 

Za) Street Betting Act, 1906(6 Edw. 7, c. 43). 

(a) Sunday Observance Act, 1625 (1 Oar. 1, c. 1) ; Sunday Observance Act, 
1677 (29 Car. 2, c. 7) ; Bread Act, 1836 (6 & 7 WiU. 4, o. 37), s. 14 ; see title 
Time. 


(b) Profane Oaths Act, 1746 (19 Geo. 2, c. 21). 

W Telegraph Act 1863 (26 & 27 Viet c. 112), s. 46; Post Office Act 1908 
(8 Edw. 7, 0 . 48) ; Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 24), s. 1. See 
title Telegraphs and Telephones. 

(d) Theatres Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet o. 68). See title Theatres, Music Halls 
AND Shows. 

(e) Threshing Machines Act, 1878 (41 Viet c. 12). See title Agriculture, 
VoL L, p. 295. 

(/) Towns Improvement Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet, c, 34). 

(g) Town Police Clauses Acts, 1847 and 1889 (10 & 11 Viet c. 89 ; 52 ft 53 
Viet c. 14). 

(h) Trade Union Act ^871 (34 ft 36 Viet o. 31), s. 12. See title Trade and 
Trade Unions 

(t) Tramways Act, 1870 (33 ft 84 Viet o. 78). See title Tramways and 
Light Railways. 

(j) Unilonns Act, 1894 (57 ft 58 Viet c. 45). 
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vaccination {k) ; vagrants (I) ; veterinary surgeons (m) ; water (n) ; 
weights and measures (o) ; wild birds (p). 

162. There is also jurisdiction as to certain indictable offences : — 

( 1 ) In the case of young persons consenting to the justices dealing 
with the charge, over all indictable offences other than homicide ( 5 ); 

( 2 ) where adults plead guilty to charges of simple larceny, offences 
punishable as simple larceny, and other kindred offences (r) ; 

(3) where adults consent, over like offences where the value of the 
whole of the property the subject of the offence does not in the 
opinion of the court exceed 40a. (a) ; and (4) trivial case of libel in 
newspapers ( 0 - 

These courts may take the examinations of persons charged 
with indictable offences, and commit them to prison to await 
their trial, or bind them over to appear at the assizes or sessions 
as the case may be (u) ; and may order persons to enter into 
recognisances and to find sureties to keep the peace and to be of 
good behaviour (x). 

163. Courts of summary jurisdiction have also civil or quasi 
civil jurisdiction as to bastardy (a) ; dogs (b) ; harbours (c) ; high- 
way rates (d); landlord and tenant (e); master and servant (/) ; 


(k) Yaccination Acts, 1867, 1871, and 1898 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 84, s. 32; 34 & 35 
Yiot 0 . 98, 8. 11 ; 61 & 62 Viet. c. 49). See title Poor Law. 

(l) Vagrancy Acts, 1824 and 1898 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83 ; 61 & 62 Viet. 0 . 39). 

(m) Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. 0 . 62). See title Medicinb 
AND Pharmacy. 

(n) Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 17); Waterwoiks 
Clauses Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 93) ; Water Companies (Regulation ol 
Powers) Act, 1887 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 21). See title Water Supply. 

( 0 ) Weights and Measures Acts, 1878, 1889, and 1904 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 49 ; 
62 & 63 Vict. c. 21 ; 4 Edw. 7, c. 28). See title Weights and Measures. 

(р) Wild Birds Protection Acts, 1880 to 1904 (43 & 44 Vict. c. 35 ; 44 & 46 
Vict. c. 61 ; 69 & 60 Vict c. 66; 2 Edw. 7, c. 6; 4 Edw. 7, c. 4). See title 
Animals, VoL I., p. 406. 

(g) Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. c. 49), s. 11, Sched, 1. ; 
Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. o. 22), s. 2; and see title 
Criminal Law and Procedure, p. 268, post, 

(r) See title Criminal Law and Procedure, p. 269, post, 

(s) Summary Jurisdiction ‘ Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. o. 49), ss. 12, 13, 14, 
Sched. I. ; Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 22), s. 1. 

(t) Newspaper Libel and Registration Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Vict. c. 60), s. 6. 
See title Libel and Slander. 

(u) Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 1 ; Indictable Offences Act, 
1848 (11 & 12 Vict C.42), s. 21. 

(x) Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. c. 49), s. 26. 

(а) Bastardy Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Vict. c. 10), and amending Acts. See title 
Bastardy, VoL IL, p. 443. 

(б) Dogs Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 32). See title Animals, Vol. t, 
p. 394, 

(с) Harbours, Docks, and Piers Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 27), 
ss. 74, 76. See titles Shipping and Navigation; Waters and Water- 
courses 

(d) Highway Act, 1835 (6 & 6 WiU. 4, c. 60). 

(e) Smi^ Tenements Recovery Act, 1838 (1& 2 Vict. o. 74). See title Land- 
lord and Tenant. 

(/) Employers and Workmen Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. o. 90). See title 
Master and Servant. 
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under the Lands Clauses Act (g) ; licensing {h) ; lunacy (i) ; 
poor (k). . . . . 

In the Metropolitan Police District there is also jurisdiction to 
order the return of goods detained from the owner not exceeding 
the value of £15, and to enforce the order by committal to prison (1). 

164 . One justice of the peace sitting alone has jurisdiction to 
receive any information or complaint, and to grant a summons or 
warrant thereon, and to issue a summons or warrant for the 
attendance of witnesses, and to do all other necessary acts and 
matters preliminary to the hearing (a). He has also jurisdiction, 
when sitting alone in a petty sessional court-house, to hear and 
determine charges under particular statutes (6), but in such cases 
he may not impose a punishment exceeding imprisonment for 
fourteen days or a fine of 20«. (c). 

Sect. 2. — Quarter and General Sessions. 

165. Quarter sessions are held in the case of counties before 
the justices in quarter sessions, or in boroughs having a separate 
court of quarter sessions before the recorder (d). 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Constitution of Quarter and General Sessions, 

(1) In Counties, 

166 . The commission of the peace, in the case of counties, 
assigns to the justices and any two or more of them {e) “ to inquire 
the truth more fully by the oath of good and lawful men of the 
county, by whom the truth of the matter shall be better known, of 
all and all manner of crimes, trespasses, and all and singular other 
offences of which the justices of our peace may or ought lawfully to 
inquire . . . and to hear and determine all and singular the crimes 

ig) Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 18). See title 
Compulsory Purchase of Land and Compensation, Vol. VI., pp. 77, 163, 173. 

(A) Licensing Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. o. 94) etc. See title Intoxicating 
Liquors. 

(?) Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 Viet. c. 5). See title Lunatics and Persons of 
Unsound Mind. 

{h) Poor Relief Act, 1819 (59 Geo. 3, o. 12) etc ; Distress for Bates Act, 1849 
(12 & 13 Viot. 14) etc. See titles Poor Law; Bates and Bating. 

(/) Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Vict, c. 71), s. 40. 

(a) Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. c. 43), s. 29. 

(b) Bread Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 37) ; Places of Religious Worship Act, 
1812 (52 Geo. 3, c. 155) ; Highway Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, o. 50) ; Larceny 
Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Vict. c. 96), ss. 12, i6, 23, 24, 33, 36; Malicious Damage 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 97), ss. 22, 24, 25, 37, 41, 62 ; Bail way Regulation 
Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. c. 97), ss. 13, 16 ; Profane Oaths Act, 1746 (19 Geo. 2, 
0 . 21); Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83). 

(c) Summary Jurisdictiou Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. c. 49), s. 20 (7). 

(a) See title Magistrates; and also as to London and Southwark, pp. 177, 
203, post, 

a Formerly there was a provision in the commission, ‘‘ of whom A. B. etc., 
be one,’* These snecially named justices were called those of the quorum. 
Where a statute specially requires an act to be done before two or more justices, 
of whom one must be of the quorum, no Act etc. can be impeached, set aside, 
or vacated on the ground that it does not express that one ox the justioes is of 
the quorum (Justices Act, 1753 (26 Geo. 2, o« 27) ). 
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and offences and trespasses aforesaid.” Further, justices are directed Sect. 2. 
to make their sessions four times by the year and more often if need Quarter 
be (/). The sessions are directed to be held in the first week Sessions, 
after 11th October, 28th December, Slat March, and 24th June — 
respectively (g). 

All the sessions held under this power are general sessions of the 
peace, but the four sessions held at the prescribed times are 
properly called general quarter sessions (h). 

167 . Two justices are necessary to constitute a general sessions Constitution 
of the peace, and if two are not present, there is no power to of general 
adjourn the sessions legally. Thus, if two justices are not present 
the power to hold a quarter sessions for that quarter is lost, although 
a general sessions can be held before the next appointed time for 
quarter sessions (i). 

General sessions, as distinguished from general quarter sessions, 
are in practice never held, except in the case of the county 
of London (k), the practice being, in cases where more than four 
sessions in the year are requisite, to adjourn the general quarter 
sessions (Z). This is done because the jurisdiction of general 
quarter sessions is wider than that of other general sessions 
of the peace (m). 

General quarter sessions and general sessions of the peace are 
inferior courts of record (n). 


(/) Stat. (1414), 2 lien. 5, stat. 1, c. 4. By this Act the quarter sessions 
were directed to oe held in the first week after the feast of St. Michael, the 
Epiphany, the claus (t.e., close or conclusion, New English Dictionary, Vol. II., 
p. 470) of Easter, and the translation of St. Thomas respectively. In case not 
more than five days before the day for holding a court of quarter sessions it 
appears to the clerk of the peace that there is no business to be transacted 
which requires the attendance of jurors, notice maybe given dispensing with the 
attendance of jurors (Assizes and Quarter Sessions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 0 . 41), 
s. 1), and in such a case it is not necessary to hold the court of quarter sessions 
unless there is any business, not requiring the attendance of juiors, to be 
transacted by the court (t6t(Z., s. 2). And see Order in Council of 28th June, 
1909 {London Gazette, 2nd July, 1909). 

{g) Law Terms Act, 1830 (11 Geo. 4 & 1 Will. 4, c. 70h s. 35. By the Assizes 
and Quarter Sessions Ac^ 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 41), s. 3, tne time may be altered 
so as to avoid clashing with the assizes, so that the sessions are held not earlier 
than fourteen days before, or later than fourteen days after, the prescribed 
week. 

{h) ‘‘ It seems the better opinion, that the quarter sessions are a species only 
of general sessions, and that such sessions are properly called general quarter 
sessions, which are holden in the four quarters of me year, in pursuance of the 
above-mentioned statute of (1414) 2 Hen. 5, stat. 1, c. 4 ; and that any other 
sessions holden at any other time for the general execution of the authority of 
justices of the peace, which by the above-mentioned statute, justices of the 
peace are authorised to hold oftoner than at the time therein specified, if need 
oe, may be properly called general sessions ** (2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 8, s. 47). 

(t) if. v. PoUiead {InhdbitanU) (17*17), 2 Stra. 1263 ; R, v. Weet Torrington 
(Inhahitants) (1749), Burr. S. 0. 293; R. v. Weetringt^ (1750), 2 Bott’s Poor 
Laws, pi. 881 ; R. v. Carmarthen Justices (1821), 4 B. & Aid. 291 ; R, v. MuUa/ney 
(1833), 6 0. & P. 96, 100; R» v. Middlesex Justices (1834), 5 B. & Ad. 1113. 

{k) See Middlesex Sessions Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. o. 71), ss. 8, 9; Local 
Gbveniment Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 42. 

(/) Archbold, Quarter Sessions, 6th ed., p. 3. 

(m) 2 Hale, P. 0. 49. 

(n) 3 Hawk. P. 0. Bk. 3, o. 8, 7th ed. by Leach (1795), p. 86 ; R. T. 
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168. A commission of tbe peace may be granted for a whole 
county, or for a riding or other division of the same (p). Coroners (p), 
chairmen of county councils ( 5 ), and chairmen of district councils, 
including mayors of boroughs other than county boroughs (r), are 
ex officio justices for the county. A sheriff is disqualified from 
acting as a justice during his term of office («). 

(2) In Boroughs, 

169. In boroughs under the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (t), 
which have the franchise of a separate court of quarter sessions, 
the recorder is the sole judge of the court (u), and the borough 
justices are not to act as justices at any court of gaol delivery or 
quarter sessions (a). 

The recorder is to hold a court of quarter sessions in and for the 
borough once in every quarter of a year, or oftener, if and as he 
thinks fit or the Secretary of State directs ( 6 ). The recorder may 
in the case of sickness or unavoidable absence appoint, by writing 
signed by him, a barrister of five years* standing to act as deputy 
recorder at the quarter sessions then next ensuing, or then being 
held, but not longer or otherwise (c). If the recorder is by reason 
of illness, absence, or other cause, incapable of appointing a deputy, 
the Secretary of State may do so (no- 
where necessary the recorder may appoint a properly qualified 
assistant recorder (e). 

In the absence of the recorder and deputy recorder, the mayor 
should open the court and immediately adjourn it and all recog- 
nisances to a future day, and so from time to time (/). 

The quarter sessions of a borough is a court of record (g), 

Clement (1821), 4 B. & Aid. 218 ; per IIoluoyd, J., at p. 233 ; lie Pater (1804), 
33 L. J. (M. 0 .) 142. 

(ol E.g,^ the three Hidings of Yorkshire ; the parts of Lindsey, Kesteven, and 
Holland in Lincolnshire, the Island of Ely etc. 

(р) See Davia y. Pembrokeshire Justices (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 513; and title 
Coroners, Vol. VIII., p. 251. 

Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 2 (5). 

(rS Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viot. 0 . 73), ss. 21, 22. 

(s) Sheriffs Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 55), s. 17, and see title Sheriffs 
AND Bailiffs. Formerly, there was a property qualification for a justice of 
the peace, but this was removed by the Justices of the Peace Act, 1906 
(6 Eaw. 7, 0 . 16). This Act only requires the justice to be of full age and to 
reside within the county or within seven miles thereof (s. 2). See, further, 
title Magistrates. 

(<) Apparently there are now no boroughs having any jurisdiction, except 
those under the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50)^xoept 
the City of London. The Municipal Corporations Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 
18), destroyed all the boroughs reported on, which were not within the Act of 
1 882. Hemel Hempstead, which seems to have escape the notice of the commis- 
sioners on whose report the Act of 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, 0 . 76) was founded, 
obtained a new charter in 1898. 

(tt) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. 0 . 50), s. 165 (2). 

(a) /5i‘d.,s. 158(1). 

h) lUd., 8, 165 (1). 

(с) Ibid., s. 166 (1). 

id) Beoorders, Stipendiary Magistrates, and Clerks of the Peace Act, 1906 
(6 Edw. 7, 0 . 46), 8. 1 (4). 

(e) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viot. 0 . 50), & 168. 

(/) Ibid., 8. 167. 

Ig) Ibid,, 8. 1C5 (3.) 
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Stjb-Seot. 2, — Jurisdiction. Sect. 2. 

(1) Criminal Qnart6r 

Sessions. 

170. The criminal jurisdiction of quarter sessions is both original 

and appellate. The original jurisdiction is to hear and determine crimlS^ 
at quarter sessions or any adjournment thereof, or at general jurisdiction 
sessions, an indictment, information or presentment for any offence quarter 
committed within the county, or justiceable therein, with certain 
exceptions {h). 

The court has also jurisdiction to sentence incorrigible rogues 
who are sent from courts of petty sessions (i). 

171. The appellate jurisdiction lies from courts of summary Appellate 
jurisdiction, and arises where it is given by some particular statute, criminal 
and from a conviction and sentence ordering imprisonment without iunsdiction. 
the option of a fine (A), except where the conviction is under the 
Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (Z). There is no appeal where a 

person has pleaded guilty or has elected to be tried summarily for 
an indictable oflfence (m). 

The criminal jurisdiction of borough quarter sessions is co-exten- 
sive with that of county quarter sessions (a). 

(2) Civil. 

172. The present original civil jurisdiction of quarter sessions is Original 
now restricted (i) to the following matters: (1) Licensing — the civil juria- 
refusal of an existing licence, on any ground other than that the 
licensed premises have been ill-conducted or are structurally 
deficient or unsuitable, or on grounds connected with the character 

or fitness of the proposed licensee, or on the ground that the 
renewal would be void (c) ; to impose a rate of charges on licences 
for the purpose of compensation for licences absorbed (d) ; to 
confirm new licences and any other powers of the former county 
licensing committee, to attach conditions to the grant of a licence, 
or to grant a licence for a term of years (e). This jurisdiction 
belongs to county quarter sessions, but in the case of county 
boroughs is exercisable by the whole body of the justices acting in 
and for the borough (/). (2) Highways — orders for diverting or 

closing highways made on the view and certificate of justices not 
appealed against (^). (3) Prisons — to appoint a visiting committee of 


(h) For the crimes and offences that are not triable at quarter sessions, see 
title Criminal liAW and Procedure, p. 225, jk>8L 

(i) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 5 ; and title Magistrates. 

(k) Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), s. 19. 

(0 Ibid. 

(m) li. V. London Justices^ Ex parte Lamhertf [1892] 1 Q. B. 661. 
fa) Municipal Coiq^orations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 165 (3). 

(5) A large part of the ciril jurisdiction of quarter sessions was transferred 
to tne county council by the Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet, 
c. 41) ; see title Local Government. 

(c) Licensing Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 1 (1). 

(d) Ibid., 8 . 3. 

(e) Ibid., 8 . 4. 

(/) Ibid., 8 . 8. 

(y) Highway Act, 1835 (6 & 6 Will. 4, c. 60), ss. 85 — 91. 
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justices (/i). (4) Clergy discipline — to elect triennially five justices 
on the panel of assessors to try criminal clerks (t). (6) Lunatics — to 
select justices to exercise the judicial authority as to lunatics under 
the Lunacy Act, 1890 (j). (6) Outside places which are within the 
immediate jurisdiction of the Lunacy Commissioners (k)^ to select 
three j ustices and one or more medical practitioners to visit licensed 
houses for lunatics (l)^ and to license houses for the reception of 
lunatics (m). 

173. The appellate civil jurisdiction is extensive. The most usual 
subjects of appeals are bastardy orders (n) ; rating appeals (o) ; 
settlement of paupers and other poor law matters (p) ; appeals from 
orders to divert or close highways (q) ; refusal to renew or transfer 
a licence (a) ; and against the appointment of overseers (b). 

Sect. 8. — Special Sessions. 

174. Special sessions are meetings of justices convened for the 
purpose of executing some statutory authority, which is exercisable by 
justicesout of quarter sessions (c). Special sessions are heldfor special 
sessional divisions, which are fixed and may be altered from time to 
time by quarter sessions (d). Notice of the special sessions must be 
given to all the justices who are usually resident or acting as such 
within the boundaries of the division (e). 

In some cases the times for holding special sessions for particular 
purposes are prescribed by statute. Special sessions for appointing 
overseers in urban parishes must be held on 25th March, or within 
fourteen days after (/); licensing (or brewster) sessions must be held 
within the first fourteen days of February, and every adjournment 


(h) Prison Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 21), s. 13. 

(t) Clergy Discipline Act, 1892 (55 & 56 Viet. c. 32). 

(j) Lunacy Act, 1890 (63 Viet. c. 5), ss. 9, 10. 

{ic) Ibid,, 8. 208, Schea. III. ; namely, the cities of London and Westminster, 
the counties of London and Middlesex, and Barnes, Kew Green etc., and every 
place within seven miles from any part of the cities of London and Westminster, 
or of the borough of Southwark. 

1 1) Ibid,, 8; 177. 
m) Ibid,, ss. 207 — 221. 
n) See title Bastardy, Vol. 11., p. 426. 
o) See title Rates and Rating. 
j)) See title Poor Law. 

See title Highways, Streets and Bridges. 

See title Intoxicating Liquors. 

See title Poor Law. 

See Wharton’s Law Lexicon, sub voce Sessions. 
d) Division of Counties Act, 1828 (9 Geo. 4, c. 43) : Petty Sessional Divisions 
Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 12). 

(c) “ In all oases in which special sessions ane required to be holden for any 
divirion of any county or place, if notice of the intended holding of such special 
sessions be signed by any one justice of the peace usually aotmg within such 
division, and if a copy of such notice be sent by post a reasonable time before 
the day on which such sessions are to be holden addressed to each justice of the 
peace resident and usually acting within such division, at his residence in such 
division, such notice shall be deemed to have been duly given to or served on 
each such justice of the peace, any law or custom to me contrary notwith- 
etanding ” (County Rates Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 33), s. 7), 

(/) Poor Law (Overseers) Act, 1814 (64 Geo. 3. c. 91). 
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thereof must be held within one month of the date on which 
the sessions were held((5r). Special sessions, to fix not less than 
eight nor more than twelve days for the holding of special sessions 
for highway purposes, must be held within fourteen days after 
20th March (A). 

Special sessions may not be held on premises licensed for the sale 
of intoxicating liquors (i). 

There is no general statutory power to adjourn special sessions 
(except the general annual licensing meeting), but the hearing of 
any matter may be adjourned. Two justices must be present to 
constitute special sessions. 

175 . The jurisdiction of special sessions is entirely statutory. It 
includes highway purposes (k) and appointment of surveyors of 
highways (Z), rating appeals (tw), the general annual licensing 
meeting (n) (which also grants billiard licences) (o), sessions for the 
transfer of licences for the sale of intoxicating liquors (p) and for 
billiards (q), and the appointment of overseers in urban parishes(7*). 

In boroughs having a separate commission of the peace there is 
also jurisdiction to grant licences for stage plays («). 

Sect. 4 . — Courts of Gaol Delivery and Oyer and Terminer, 

176 . Courts of gaol delivery and oyer and terminer are held at 
the assizes when criminal business is taken (Z). These courts are 
now part of the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of 
Justice (a). 

Sect. 5. — The Central Criminal Court, 

Sub-Seot. 1. — Comtiiution, 

177 . The Central Criminal Court was constituted in 1834(6), 
and took the place of the former sessions at the Old Bailey which 
had been held from very early times under special commissions of 


(^r) Licensing Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 28), s. 14 (1), 

(A) Highway Act, 1 835 (5 A 6 Will. 4, c. 50), s, 45. 

(i) Licensing Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 28), s. 21. 

(k) Highway Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, o. 50), s. 45 ; see title Highways, 
Streets and Bridges. 

(l) Ibid,, 8. 11 ; see title Highways, Streets and Bridges. 

(m) Parochial Assessments Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 96), s. 6 ; see title 
Rates and Rating. 

(n) Alehouse Act, 1828 (9 Geo. 4, c. 61), s. 1 ; see title Intoxicating Liquors. 

(o) Gaming Act, 1816 (8 & 9 Viet c. 109), s. 10. 

(p) Alehouse Act, 1828 (9 Geo. 4, c. 61), ss. 9, 12, 14 ; Licensing Act, 1842 
(5 & 6 Viet c. 44), 8. 1 ; Wine and Beerhouse Act Amendment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 
Viet c. 29), 8. 4 (4), (5); Licensing Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet c. 94), ss. 40, 70 ; 
Licensing Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 28), s. 16. See title Intoxicating Liquors. 

(gj Gaming Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 109), s. 10. 

(r) Poor Relief Act, 1601 (43 EHz. c. 2), ss. 1, 9, 10 ; Poor Law (Overseers) 
Act, 1814 (64 Geo. 3, c. 91). 

(s) Theatres Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet o. 68), s. 6 ; Local Government Act, 1888 
(61 & 62 Viet a 41), s. 7 (a). See title Theatres etc. 

(t) See p. 72, ante; and title Criminal Law Aim Procedure, p. 266, posL 

(а) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. o. 66), ss. 16, 34. 

(б) Central Criminal Court Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4 , o. 36). 


Sect. 3. 

Special 
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Jurisdiction. 


Assizes. 


Constitution 
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Criminal 
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COUETS. 


8d 


Sbot. b. gaol delivery for Newgate and of oyer and terminer for the city of 
The Central London and the county of Middlesex (c). ^ 

Criminal The court sits under a general commission of gaol delivery and 
Court. oyer and terminer ; and has power and jurisdiction to proceed 
on the commission until it is renewed (d). The court is a branch 
of the High Court of Justice (e). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — J urisdi ction. 


Jurisdiction. 178 . The jurisdiction of the Central Criminal Court extends over 
all treasons, murders, felonies, and misdemeanours committed 
within the city of London and county of Middlesex (/) and the 
county of London (gf), and also so much of the county of Essex as 
is within the parishes of Barking, East Ham, West Ham, Little 
Ilford, Low Layton, Walthamstow, Wanstead St. Mary, Woodford 
and Chingford, the hamlet of Mottingham, in the county of Kent, and 
so much of the county of Surrey as is within the parishes of Barnes, 
Merton, Mortlake, Wimbledon, Kew and ’Richmond (h)» This 
Venue. district is to be taken as one county for the purpose of venue, which 
is to be laid as “ Central Criminal Court to wit (i). 

His Majesty has power by Order in Council to extend the 
district of the Central Criminal Court in the months of November, 
December and January (A:), and March, April and May(Z), to any 
neighbouring county or part of a county mentioned in the order. 

Offences 179 . The Central Criminal Court has also jurisdiction to hear 

onth and determine any offences committed or alleged to be committed 
on the high seas or elsewhere within the jurisdiction of the 
Admiralty of England (m), and also murders or manslaughters 
of persons subject to military law alleged to be committed by 
persons subject to such law (n). 


Special 180 . If the King’s Bench Division make an order to that effect, 

jurisdiction, the Central Criminal Court is to try any particular offence com- 
mitted outside the jurisdiction of the court, whether the indictment 


(c) The Secretaries of State and the Attorney- and Solicitor- General were 
included in the commissions. Sentences of death had to be reported to the King 
until the Central Criminal Court Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Yict. c. 77). Under 
a charter of Henry I. the citizens of London were empowered to have their 
own justices to hold pleas of the Crown, and no citizen could be impleaded on 
a plea of the Crown except in the Gty Court of Eecord (Pulling^ Laws and 
Customs of London, 209, note). Under the Charter of Edward DI. (1327) the 
mayor was constituted a justice of gaol delivery. 

(d) Central Criminal Court Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 36), s. 2. 

(c) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. o 66), ss. 16, 29: B, v. Parke, [1903] 
2 K. B. 432, at p. 439. 

(/) Ibid,, B. 2. 

fa) Local Qt)vemment Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Yict. c. 41), s. 89 (1). 

(A) Central Criminal Court Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, o. 36), s. 2. 

(t) Ibid,, 8. 3. 

(A;) Winter Assises Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Yict c. 67), s. 6. 

(Z) Spring Assizes Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Yict. c. U* s* 2. 

(m) Cenftal Criminal Court Act, 1834 (4 d 6 WilL 4, c. 36), s. 22. The effect 
of this enactment is to give to the court all the criminal jurisdiction of the 
admiral. Since the passing of the Act no admiralty sessions have been held. 

(n) Jurisdiction in Homicides Act, 1862 (26 & 26 Yict. c. 66); Central 
Criminal Court (Prisons) Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yict. o. 64), s. 2. 
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has been removed into the King’s Bench Division of the High swjx. 8. 
Court or not (o). The Central 

The court has also jurisdiction to try indictments under the 
Corrupt Practices Act, 1883 (p), which have been instituted in or 
removed into the High Court, if, on the suggestion of the Attorney- 
General, the High Court shall so order (j). 

181. The jurisdiction of the Central Criminal Court has in city of 
practice superseded the criminal jurisdiction of the quarter 
sessions for the city of London and of those for the borough of 
Southwark, and all indictments found in the city and borough are 
tried at the Old Bailey (r). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Judget . 

182. The persons to be named in the commission are the Lord The com- 
Mayor of the city of London, the Lord Chancellor or Lord Keeper missioners. 
of the Great Seal, all the judges of the King’s Bench Division, the 

Dean of the Arches, the aldermen of the city of London, the 
Recorder, the Common Serjeant, the judges of the City of London 
Court (a), and any person who has been Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Keeper, or a judge of the King’s Bench Division, together with 
such others as His Majesty shall name therein (i>). 

183. In practice the Recorder and Common Serjeant sit as The judges, 
judges of the court, assisted, if necessary, by one or both of the • 
judges of the City of London Court. During the sittings a judge 

of the King’s Bench Division, according to a rota, attends to try 
charges of murder and other serious crimes. The lord mayor, 
although in theory the first commissioner, takes no part in the 
proceedings, but the lord mayor or one of the aldermen must be In 
the building to form a quorum when only one judicial commissioner 
is sitting (c). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Sittings . 

184. The court is directed to sit at least twelve times in the Biuingt. 
year (and oftener if need be) ( d ), at times to be directed by four or 

more of the judges of the High Court (e). In practice there are 
twelve sessions. The court does not sit in the month of August. 

The sessions usually begin on a Tuesday, but sometimes on a 
Monday. 

Sub-Sect. fi. — Officers. 

185. The ofScers of the Central Criminal Court are the clerk Officenof 
of the court, with a deputy, who is also the first clerk of arraigns, •!** 

a second and third clerk of arraigns, a clerk of indictments, with an 


’o) Central Criminal Court Act, 1866 (19 & 20 Viot. o. 16), aa. 1 — 3, 16, 17. 
y) 46 & 47 Viet. c. 61. 

$) Ihxd,^ 8. 50. 

Ir) See pp. 177, 203, post, 

(a) See title County Ooubts, VoL VUE., p. 415. 

(b) Central Criminal Court Act, 1834 (4 A 5 Yiot. c. 36), •. 1. 

(cj Ibid,, 8. 2. 

(a) Ibid., 8. 15. 

(e) Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yiot. c. 68), 8 . 18. 
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assistant, and a staff of clerks. The duties of these oflScers are 
Bimilar to those of the clerks of assize, clerks of arraigns etc. on the 
circuits (/). 

Sect. 6. — The Court of the Admiral of England. 

186. The territorial limits of the jurisdiction of the Admiral of 
England are the seas or any other haven, river, or creek or place, 
where the admiral or admirals have or pretend to have power, 
authority or jurisdiction {g). But places within the bodies of 
counties as well by land as by water are excluded, except as 
to homicide or mayhem done in great ships, being and hovering 
in the main stream of great rivers only beneath the bridges of 
the same rivers nigh to the sea, and in none other places of the 
same rivers (/(). In some old printed copies of the statutes the 
word“pointz” (t.e., points) occurs instead of “ponts” (bridges), 
but ponts appears to be the correct reading (i). 

The sole jurisdiction to try treasons, piracies, felonies, robberies, 
murders, confederacies, and other offences committed on the high 
seas or elsewhere within the jurisdiction of the Admiral of England 
was formerly exercised under a commission under the Great Seal 
directed to the Admiral, his deputies and others, empowering them 
to try the same according to the common law as if they had been 
committed within the realm {k). In the case of the Cinque Forts, 
however, the commission was to be directed to the lord warden (1). 

Concurrent jurisdiction, however, was given in 1885 (m) to the 
Central Criminal Court (n), and in 1844 to the courts of oyer and 
terminer and gaol delivery (o). Since the passing of those Acts no 
admiralty sessions have been held (p). 

Seoi. 7. — Special Commissions. 

187. In case a speedy trial of certain offences is necessary the 
Crown may issue a special commission of oyer and terminer and gaol 
delivery to particular judges of the King’s Bench Division to hear 
and determine the trial of such offences. In the case of extortion and 
other misdemeanour being charged against the Governor-General 
of India, the Lieutenant-Governor, the chief or other justices of the 
High Courts and other public oflScers in India, the trial may be had 
before a special commission consisting of four peers chosen by lot, 
after thirteen challenges have been exhausted, from a list of 
twenty-six peers chosen by the House at the commencement of 
each session, and six members of the House of Commons, chosen 
by lot after twenty challenges are exhausted, from a list of forty 


(/) See p. 73, ante, 

Q) Offenoes at Sea Act, 1536 (28 Hen. 8, c. 15). 
a) 15 Rio. 2. 0 . 3. 

(t) See Moore (k. b.), 892 ; Leigh v. Burley (1609), Owen, 122. 

Ik) Offenoes at Sea Act, 1536 (28 Hen. 8, o. 15). 

(Z) /Wd, 8. 6. See p. \ 2 *l^p 08 t, 

(m) Central Oriminal Oourt Act, 1834 (4 A 5 Will. 4, c. 36), s. 22. 

(n) Admiralty Offences Act, 1844 (7 & 6 Yiot. c. 2), sa. 1, 2. 
fo) See p. 87, ante, 

(jp) See title Admiralty, VoL L, p. 69. 
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members chosen by the House, together with three judges of the 
King's Bench Division (q). 

188. A statute of 1414 (r) provides that in case of default on the 
part of justices of the peace, justices of assize, the sheriff or the under- 
sheriff, to properly execute their duties in case of riots, assemblies, 
and routs («), a commission under the Great Seal shall issue to 
inquire with a jury (to be summoned by the coroner (0 if the sheriff 
is in default) into the riot, assembly, or rout, and into the default of 
the justices of the peace, justices of assize, sheriff, or under-sheriff, 
and to return the inquest into the Chancery (u). 

Sect. 8. --The Court of Criminal Appeal. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Contiitution and Jurisdiction, 

189. The Court of Criminal Appeal was constituted in 1907 (:r) as 
a superior court of record (?/), and superseded the former Court of 
Crown Cases Eeserved (a) and the proceedings in the King’s Bench 
Division on writs of error (6) from courts of assize or from the 
Central Criminal Court. 

The Court has jurisdiction to entertain appeals by persons 
convicted on indictments, criminal informations, coroners* inquisi- 
tions, and by persons dealt with at quarter sessions under the 
Vagrancy Act, 1824 (c), as incorrigible rogues (rf); — (1) on any 
ground of appeal which involves a question of law alone ; (2) by 
leave of the court or on a certificate from the judge who tried 
the case on any ground of appeal which involves a question of 
fact alone, or a question of mixed fact and law, or any other 
ground which appears to the court to be sufficient ; (3) with the 
leave of the Court of Criminal Appeal against the sentence passed 
on conviction, unless the sentence is one fixed by law(d). 

The court has the same power to deal with a recommendation 
for an expulsion order against an alien as it has with sentences, 
and also power to make such recommendations {e), 

if) East ludia Company Act, 1784 (24 Geo. 3, sess. 2, c. 25), as. 64 — 83 ; East 
Inffia Company Act, 1786 (26 Geo. 3, c. 67). 

(r) 2 Hen. 6, stat. 1, c. 8. 

(«) Under 13 Hen. 4, c. 7. 

It) See title Coroneks, Vol. VIII., p. 248. 

(u) See 4 Co. Inst. 184. 

(x) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, a 23). For the law governing 
appeals and the procedure of the Court, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
p. 432, post, 

iy) Ibid,, s. 1 (7). 

(a) Under the Crown Cases Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. o. 78), the judge at a 
trial under a commission of oyer and terminer or of gaol delivery, or the justices 
at quarter sessions, had a discretion to reserve any point of law. Such a point of 
law was argued before a court consisting of five or more judges of the High. 
Court, of whom the Lord Chief Justice was to be one (except in case of his being 
prevented by illness or otherwise from attending (Judicature Act, 1881 (44 A 46 
Viet. c. 68), s. 16). 

if) Writs of error are abolished by the Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 
0. 23), 88. 20, 23 (3), in the case of persons convicted c^ter 18th April, 1908. 

(c) 6 Geo. 4, c. 83. 

(cQ Oriminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 20(2) ; but only as to sentence 
(.5. v. Brown (1908), 1 Or. App. Bep. 85 ; v. Johnson, [1909] 1 K. B. 439, 0. 0. A. 

(«) Ibid,, s, 21 ; and see title AIiens, Vol. L, p. 323. 
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The court has not jurisdiction to deal with convictions on 
indictments at common law for the non-repair or obstruction 
of highways (/), nor with convictions of peers or peeresses, or 
other persons claiming the privilege of peerage convicted of any 
offence not now lawfully triable by a court of assize (g). On an 
appeal the court has no jurisdiction to order a new trial (ft), but if 
a judge should reserve a case for the opinion of the court under 
the jurisdiction transferred from the Court of Crown Cases Eeserved, 
the court may possibly have power to grant a venire de novo (i). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Jitdges and Sittings, 

190. The Lord Chief Justice of England and all the puisne 
judges of the King’s Bench Division are the judges of the court (A;). 

The court as duly constituted, consists of not less than three 
judges and of an uneven number of judges. The court, if the 
Lord Chief Justice so directs, may sit in two or more divisions (i). 
The court sits in London, except when the Lord Chief Justice 
gives a special direction that it shall sit elsewhere (I). The Lord 
Chief Justice, or in his absence the senior judge, presides (m). 
The determination of appeals is by the majority of the judges 
sitting (n). 

There is only one judgment, pronounced by the president or such 
other member of the court hearing the case as the president directs, 
except in the case of questions of law where, in the opinion of 
the court, it is convenient that separate judgments should be 
pronounced (o). 

191. The Lord Chief Justice and the judges of the court, or 
any three of such judges, have power, subject to the approval of the 
Lord Chancellor, to make rules of court (p), with the advice and 


(/) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), b. 20 (3). Theappealin such 
cases is as if the conviction were a verdict in a civil action tried at assizes {ibid,), 

ig) Ibid,, 8. 20 (2). 

ih) n, V. Dyson, [1908] 2 K. B. 454, 0. 0. A. 

(?) R, V. Yeadvn (1861), Le. & Ua. 81, 0. 0. E. This case appears to be the only 
reported instance of a venire de novo being granted by the Court of Crown Cases 
Eeserved. The jurisdiction of the King’s Bench Division to grant a venire de 
novo on a rule nisi does not seem to be affected by the Act. 

(k) By the Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 1 (1), eight 
judges of the King’s Bench Division appointed by the Lord Chief Justice with 
the consent of the Lord Chancellor, for such period as he thinks desirable in each 
case, were to be judges of the court, but by the Criminal Appeal (Amendment) 
Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 46), s. 1, all the judges of the Kmg’s Bench Division 
were substituted. 

(Z) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 1 (2). 

(m) Ibid,, B. 1 (3). 

hi) Ibid.j 8. 1 (4). 

\o) Ibid., s. 1 (5). 

(p) Ibid., B. 18 (1). Eules of court have been made under this power as fol- 
lows : — Criminal Appeal Eules, 1908, dated 17th March, 1908 (Statutory Eules 
and Orders, 1908, No. 227, L. 6) ; Additional Eules, dated 27th March, 1908 
(Statutory Eules and Orders, 1908, 277, L. 10). The rules deal with : Inter- 
pretation and forms, rr. 1 — 3 ; notices of appeal, r. 4 ; shorthand writers and 
transcript of notes, r. 5 ; oertiffcate of judge under s. 3, r. 6 ; appeals where a 
fine only has been infiicted, r. 7 ; custody of exhibits used at a trial, r. 8 ; orders 
of restitution, rr. 9 — 12 ; certificates of conviction, r. 13 ; notes and reports of 
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assistance of a committee (q). In case the rules affect the governor 
or other officer of a prison, or any officer having the custody of an 
appellant, they must also be approved by the Secretary of State. 
The rules may regulate generally the practice and procedure of the 
court and the officers of any court before whom an appellant has 
been convicted (a). Rules are to be laid before Parliament forth- 
with, and if either House within the next thirty days on which the 
House has sat presents an address praying that the rule may be 
annulled. His Majesty in Council may annul the rule, without 
prejudice, however, to the validity of anything previously done 
thereunder {b). 

192. In cases where the grounds of appeal involve a question of 
law only, the court may direct that a case be slated (c) in the 
same manner as was directed by the Crown Cases Act, 1848 (d). 
If the judge at the trial consents to state a case for the opinion of 
the court, the procedure under the Crown Cases Act, 1848 (e), will 
be followed. The court has power to hear a case summarily if the 
registrar is of opinion that the notice of appeal on grounds of law 
alone does not show any substantial ground of appeal. In such a 
case, if the court considers that the appeal is frivolous or vexatious, 
and can be determined without adjourning it for a full hearing, the 
appeal may be dismissed summarily (/). 

Sttb-Seot. S.—Ojfficer$. 

193. The master of the Crown Office is registrar of the Court of 
Criminal Appeal (jg). 

The duties of the registrar are to take the necessary steps for 


judge, rr. 14 — 16 ; notice of appeal ; time for appealing ; abandonment of 
appeal, rr. 17 — 24 ; proceedings before a single judge, r. 2o ; proceedings under 
Crown Cases Act, 1848, r. 26 ; duties of Director of Criminal Prosecutions, rr. 27, 
28 ; bail, rr. 29, 31 ; inquiry as to means of appellant, r. 30 ; attendance of 
•warders, r. 31 ; documents, r. 32 ; exhibits, r. 33 ; notifying result of appeals, 
rr. 34 — 36 ; legal aid, rr. 37, 38 ; copies of documents for appellants, r. 39 ; 
witnesses, r. 40 ; special commissioners, r. 41 ; cause lists, r. 42 ; miscellaneous, 
IT. 43—61. 

(^) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 18 (2). The committee 
consists of a chairman of quarter sessions, appointed by a Secretary of State ; the 
Permanent Under-Secretary of State for the Home Department ; the Director of 
Public Prosecutions ; the registrar of the Court of Criminal Appeal, and a clerk of 
assize and a clerk of the peace appointed by the Lord Chief J ustice, a solicitor 
^pointed by the President of the Law Society, and a barrister appointed by the 
Cfeneral Council of the Bar (Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 18 (2)). 

(а) Ibid., 8. 18 (1). 

(б) Ibid., 8. 18 (3). 

Icj Ibid., 8. 20 (4). 

(a) 11 & 12 Viet. c. 78. See also Criminal Appeal Rules, 1908, r 26, ubi 
iupra, 

(e) Ibid. 

(/) Ibid., s. 16 (2). 

(^) By 8. 2 of the Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 23), the senior 
master of ffie Simreme Court (King's Bench Division) was to be the ftrst registrar 
of the Court. On the occurrence of a vacancy the registrar was to be appointed 
by the Lord Chief Justice from amox^ the masters of the Supreme Court (King’s 
^Bench Division), but by 8. 2 of the Criminal Appeal (Amendment) Act, 1908 (8 
Edw. 7, 0 . 46), ^e master of the C^wn Office was substituted. 
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obtaining a hearing of appeals, and applications of which he receives 
notice, and to lay before the court all necessary documents, exhibits, 
and things relating to the proceedings in the court below ; to refer 
to the court for summary decision appeals on grounds of law alone, 
which appear to him not to show any substantial grounds of appeal ; 
to furnish all necessary forms and instructions relating to appeals 
to any person who demands the same, and to governors and such 
other officers of prisons as he thinks fit ; and to report to the court 
or a judge thereof any case in which it appears to him that a 
solicitor and counsel or counsel only should be assigned to the 
appellant, although no application has been made for the purpose (h). 

The registrar is to be provided with such additional staff (if any) 
as the Lord Chancellor with the concurrence of the Treasury may 
determine (i). 


Part VII. — Courts having Jurisdiction in 

Lunacy. 

Sect. 1. — In General, 

194. The Statute Be Prerogativa Regis (fc), which is declaratory 
of the common law, declares that the care and custody of the estates 
and persons of lunatics and idiots is vested in the King. This 
authority is delegated by royal warrant under the sign manual (1) 
to the Lord High Chancellor in his capacity as Keeper of the Great 
Seal. 

196. The former Lords Justices of Appeal in Chancery {m) had, 
when acting together, all the jurisdiction of the Lord Chancellor (n). 
Subsequently this jurisdiction was conferred on them when acting 
separately (o). This jurisdiction was transferred on the con- 
stitution of the Supreme Court (p) to such judge or judges of the 
High Court of Justice as might be intrusted under the sign manual 
with the care and commitment of the custody of the persons and 
estates of lunatics and idiots. This jurisdiction of the judge so 


(A) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 15, 

1%) Ibid,, 8. 2; Criminal Apped (Amendment) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 46), 
B. 2 (2). An assistant registrar has been appointed. 

(y Of uncertain date (Prerog. Eeg., cc. 11, 12 (17 Edw. 2, stat. 2, cc. 9, 10 
Huff.). See title Constitutional Law, VoL VI., p. 475). 

(/) For form of this warrant see Campbell, Lives of the Chancellors, Vol. I., 
p. 14. The jurisdiction is distinct from that of the Court of Chancery, now 
transferred to the Supreme Court (see Murray v. Frank (1779), 2 Dica. 655; 
Sherwood t. Sanderson (1815), 19 Yes. 280, 285 ; see also Ex parte Lund (1802), 
6 Yes. 781). 

(m) Ap^inted under Court of Chancery Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Yict. o. 83). 

(n) Lunacy Regulation Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 70), a 2 ; repealed by the 
Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 5), a 342. 

(o) Court of Chancery (Officers) Act, 1867 (30 A 31 Viet, a 87), a 13 ; 
regaled by the Lunacy Act, 1890 ^3 & 54 Viet c. 5), a 342. 

(jd) Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 A 54 Viot o. 5), a 108. 
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intrusted is separate from his jurisdiction as a member of the 
High Court, as the Judicature Act, 1876(g), expressly provides 
that this jurisdiction in lunacy shall not be transferred to or 
vested in the High Court (r). 

Sect. 2. — The L(yi*d Chancellor, 

196. Besides the statutory jurisdiction of the Lord Chancellor 
(or other person to whom such a warrant might be directed), the 
Lord Chancellor appears to exercise an extensive jurisdiction by 
virtue of his general power as Keeper of the King’s Conscience («). 
This authority arises on the grant of the custody of the person and 
estate of a lunatic, but the jurisdiction of the Lord Chancellor is 
not usually exercised at the present time, and recourse is had 
instead to that of the judge in lunacy. Petitions, however, are 
addressed to the Lord Chancellor. There is an appeal from orders 
in lunacy made by the Lord Chancellor to the Court of Appeal (t) 
and thence to the House of Lords (a). 

197. The Lord Chancellor issues a general commission of 
inquiry to the masters in lunacy (6), and has power to issue a 
commission specially to any person or persons alone or in addition 
to the masters in lunacy (c). The Lord Chancellor may make 
rules for carrying the Lunacy Acts into effect and as to percentages 
and fees (d). 

Sect. 3. — The Judge in Lunacy, 

198. The jurisdiction of the judge in lunacy may be exercised 
either by the Lord Chancellor or by any one or more of such 
judges of the Supreme Court as may be intrusted under the sign 
manual with the care and commitment of the custody of the 
persons and estates of lunatics (e). The Lords Justices of the 
Court of Appeal (/) are the judges who are actually so intrusted. 

The judge in lunacy has power by order to direct an inquisition 
whether a person is of unsound mind and incapable of managing 


M 38 & 39 Viet. c. 77, 8. 7. 

(r) For the procedure in the courts having jurisdiction in lunacy, see title 
Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind. 

( 5 ) Ex parte Orimatone (1772), Amb. 706 ; see also note as to this case to Oxen^ 
den V. Compton {Lord) (1793), 4 Bro. 0. 0. 231, 235 ; Re Fitzgerald (1805). 2 
Sch. & Lef. 432, at p. 439. As to the Lord Chancellor, generally, see title 
Constitutional Law, Vol. VII., pp. 56 et eeg, 

(t) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 18 (5). 

(a) Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876 (89 & 40 Viet. c. 69), s. 3, See, generally, 
title Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind. 

(b) Lunacy Act. 1890 (53 & 54 Viet c. 5), s. 112. 

(r) Ibid,, 8. 113. As to conditions under which a special commission will be 
issued, see Re Braithwaite (1823), Pope on Lunacy, p. 49. 

(d) Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet c. 5), ss. 148, 338; Lunacy Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. 0 . 65), s. 27. The following niles have been made under these 
powers: — The Buies in Lunacy, 1892, and the Buies in Lunacy, 1893, and 
October 9, 1900, printed in Statutory Buies and Orders Bevised, Vol. VI H., 
Lunatic, England, pp. 1, 29. 

(e) Lunacy Act 1890 (63 & 54 Viet c. 5), s. 108. 

(/) Re Gist, [1904] 1 Oh.. 398, 0. A. 
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himself and his affairs (g), and to direct whether the inquisition 
shall be held before a jury when the alleged lunatic demands 
one (h). The judge has also power to direct an inquisition before 
a jury to be tried as an issue in the High Court (i), and to make 
orders as to the custody of the persons of lunatics so found by 
inquisition and for the management of their property and estates (k). 

Some of the powers of the judge in lunacy may, in the case of 
lunatics the value of whose real and personal property is under 
£200, be exercised by a county court judge (i). 

199. There is an appeal from orders of the judge in lunacy to 
the Court of Appeal (m) and thence to the House of Lords (n). 

Sect. 4. — The Masters in Lunacy. 

200. There are two masters in lunacy, who must be barristers 
of not less than ten years’ standing, and are appointed by the Lord 
Chancellor (o). If the inquisition has not been ordered to be tried 
as an issue in the High Court it is tried before the master with or 
without a jury, as the case may be (p). The masters have power 
to summon witnesses, to administer oaths, and take affidavits (g). 

The duties of the registrar in lunacy have been transferred to 
the masters (r). 

201. After a person has been found a lunatic by inquisition the 
masters hold inquiries as to the property etc. of the lunatic, and 
certify the result of these inquiries and generally exercise the 
powers of the judge in lunacy, subject, however, to appeal to him (s). 

The masters are also ex-officio visitors of lunatics so found 
jointly with the Chancery visitors (a). 

202. The masters in lunacy have offices at the Eoyal Courts of 
Justice, with a chief clerk and a staff of first, second, and third 
class clerks, and a messenger, as well as clerks attached to the 
taxing department (h). 


(r/) Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Yict. c. 5), s. 90. 

{h) Ibid,, 8s. 91, 92. 

I t) Ibid,, 8. 94. 
k) Ibid,, 8. 108 (2). 

1) Ibid., 8. 132. See title County Courts, Yol. YIIT., p. 669# 
m) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. o. 66), 8. 18 (5). 
n) Appellate Juriediotion Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Yict. c. 59), s. 3. 
o) Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Yict. c. 5), s. 111. 
p) Ibid,, 8. 94, 

(V) Ibid., 8. 114. 

(r) Lunacy Orders, 1883, rr 7, 8 ; [1883] W. N., Pt. II., p. 80. 

(s) Lunacy Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yict. c. 65), s. 27 (1) ; Kules in Lunacy, 1892. 
{a) Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Yict. o. 5), 8. 166. 

(5) See iUd., s. Ill (5), (6); and, generally, title Lunatics and Persons on 
Unsound Mind. 
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Part VIII. — Courts-martial. 

Sect. 1. — Naval Covrti-martial, BmrA. 

SrB-SBOT. 1. — Comtitution^ Naval 

Goorts- 

203. Naval oourts-mariiial are composed of not less than five martial, 
nor more than nine officers, being flag officers, captains, com- in~ti 
manders, or lieutenants of His Majesty’s navy on full pay, not ofTav^ 
under twenty-one years of age. For the trial of a flag officer the courts- 
president of the court must be a flag officer, and the other members 

not under the rank of captain ; for the trial of a captain the presi- 
dent must not be under the rank of captain, and the other members 
not under the rank of commander ; in other cases the president 
must not be under the rank of captain, and at least two other 
members must not be under the rank of commander. A court- 
martial cannot be held unless at least two of His Majesty’s ships 
not being tenders, and commanded by captains, commanders, or 
lieutenants of His Majesty’s navy on full pay, are together at the 
time (c), 

204. Courts-martial are held either by order of the Lords 
of the Admiralty or by the order of officers authorised by commission 
from the Admiralty to order courts-martial to be held. Any officer 
holding such commission and being in command of a fleet or 
squadron may, in case he should detach part of the fleet or squadron 
under his command, authorise by a commission under bis hand the 
commanding officer of the detachment to order courts-martial (d). 

Naval courts-martial must be held on board of one of His Majesty’s 
ships or vessels of war (e), 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Judge- Advocate of the Fleet, 

205. There were two ancient officers attached to the ancient • 

court of the Lord High Admiral entitled the counsel to the 
Admiralty and the Judge- Advocate of the Fleet. These two 

offices are now united. The duties of this officer are to advise the 
Admiralty upon all legal matters arising out of the administration 
of military law, to act at a court-martial if appointed to do so by 
the Admiralty, and to review the proceedings of naval courts- 
martial in case the Admiralty refer them to him. 

206. A deputy judge-advocate is appointed to act at every p^uty 
naval court-martial either by the Admiralty, the commander-in-chief advo^te. 
of the fleet or squadron, or the president of the court-martial (/). 

His duties are to give notice of the trial to the prosecutor, to 
transmit to the prisoner a copy of the charges and of the letter to the 
commander-in-chief on which the charges are founded, to summon 


Authority (or 
holdings 
courts- 
martial. 


(c) Naval Discipline Act, 1866 (29 A 30 Viot. a 109), s. 68 (l)-(7); 
Naval Discipline Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 39), s, 2. 

(d) Naval Discipline Act, 1866 (29 A 30 Viet, a 109), s. 58 (9), (12). 

(e) Ibid., B. 69. 

{/) Ibid., M. 61. 
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the witnesses (g), to administer the oath to the members of the 
court (h). He is sworn to secrecy as to the vote of any particular 
member of the court (i) ; he administers the oath to witnesses (k). 
He does not act as prosecutor, but if there is no prosecutor, he 
must ask such questions as will bring the whole case before the 
court in the fullest manner (Z). If there is no shorthand writer, he 
takes down the questions to and answers of witnesses, and also 
minutes of the proceedings. He is to inform the court as to any 
informality in its constitution. He has to take care that the prisoner 
does not suffer any disadvantage from his position as prisoner, or 
from his ignorance of procedure, or from any other cause, and for 
that purpose may call witnesses, and put questions to witnesses (in). 
He has to advise the court on points of law (especially as to the 
admissibility of evidence) and procedure (n). He must transmit as 
soon as possible either the original proceedings or an authenticated 
copy thereof to the commander-in-chief (o). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — JurUdidion. 

207 . Naval courts-martial have jurisdiction to try offences 
against the Naval Discipline Act, 1866 (j)), wherever committed. 
These offences are such as relate to misconduct in the presence of 
the enemy {q\ communications with the enemy (?*), neglect of 
duty (s), mutiny (t), insubordination (a), desertion and absence 
without leave (6), and miscellaneous offences (c). They may 
also try offences punishable by the ordinary law if committed 
by any person subject to the Naval Discipline Act, 1866, in 
any harbour, haven, or creek, or on any lake or river, whether 
in or out of the United Kingdom, or anywhere within the 
jurisdiction of the Admiralty, or at any place on shore out of 


(a) Naval Discipline Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 109), s. 66. 

(h) Ibid., 8. 63. 

W Ibid,, 8. 64. 

(k) King^s Regulations for the Navy, chap, xvii., art. 671# 

(l) Ibid., art. 667. 

(m) Ibid., art. 673. 

(n) Ibid., art. 674. As to evidence, see titles Criminal Law and 
Procedure, p. dll, post; Evidence. 

(o) Naval Discipline Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet a 109), s. 69. 

(p) 29& 30 Viot. c. 109. 

M Ibid.f BS. 2 — 6. 

ir) Ibid,, 88. 6—8. 

(<) Ibid,, 8. 9. 

(Q Ibid,, 88. 10—16. 

(o) Ibid,, 88. 17, 18. 

(b) lUd,, 88. 19—26. 

(c) I e,, profane swearing, drunkenness, and immorality (b. 27) ; cruelty or 

oppression by officers (s. 28) ; suffering ships to be improperly lost (s. 29) ; not 
defending ehips under convoy (s. 301 ; master of merchant shi]^ not ol^ying 
orders of convoying officer (s. 31) ; taking cargo except bullion or jewels (a. 32) ; 
embezzling public stores (s. 33) ; burning magazines not belonging to enemy 
(s. 34) i or signing fahM9 musters (s. 35) ; misconduct in hospital (s. 36) ; 

stirring up disturbance (s. 37) ; not sending all papers found in prize to Cburt of 
Admiralty (s. 38); taking money etc. out of prize before condemnation (s. 39) ; 
ill-using persons on boam of prize (s. 40) j oollusively capturing or restoring 
prize (s. 41); breaking bulk on bo^ prize with intent to emoezzle (s. 42); 
acts, disorders, or neglects to prejudice of good order and discipline (s. 43). 
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the United Kingdom, or in any of His Majesty’s dockyards, Sbot. i. 
victualling yards, steam factory yards, or on any gun wharf, Naval 
or in any arsenal, barrack, or hospital belonging to His Majesty, Courts- 
whether in or out of the United Kingdom (d). No person, except 
offenders who have avoided justice or fled from apprehension, can 
be tried and punished under the Act for any offence after three 
years from its commission, or after one year from his return to the 
United Kingdom where he has been absent therefrom during such 
period of three years (e). 

208. The persons subject to the jurisdiction of naval courts- Persons 
martial are — (1) all persons in or belonging to His Majesty’s navy and subject to 
borne on the books of any ship in commission ( f) ; (2) His Majesty’s J^*^^*^*'*®^* 
land forces when embarked on any of His Majesty’s ships {g) to 

such extent and under such regulations as are prescribed by Order 
in Council (/i) ; (8) all passengers on His Majesty’s ships (i) under 
regulations prescribed by the Admiralty {k ) ; (4) all persons borne 
on the books of hired vessels in time of war (1) ; (5) crews of ships 
wrecked, lost, or captured until a court-martial is held to inquire 
into the cause of the wreck, loss, or capture (?7i) ; (6) naval coast 
volunteers during exercise and on actual service (n) ; (7) naval 
volunteers during exercise and actual service (o) ; (8) volunteers 
belonging to the Eoyal Naval Volunteer Reserve during exercise 
and actual service (p); (9) officers of reserve to the Eoyal Navy 
during exercise and on actual service (q). 

209. Naval courts-martial have jurisdiction to inflict the punish- PuniBhmcnu. 
ment of death in cases of murder (r), of acting as a spy for the 

enemy, of treachery, cowardice, mutiny, or desertion to the enemy (»), 
and of burning any magazine etc. not belonging to an enemy, pirate, 
or rebel (t). They have also power, unless expressly 'prohibited, 
in the case of offences not punishable with death or penal servitude 
to inflict punishment according to the laws and customs in such 
cases used at sea (a). 


210. This jurisdiction does not supersede or affect the authority or Concurrent 
jurisdiction 

(d) Naval Discipline Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 100), s. 46. 

(f) Ibid,, B. 64. 

(/) Ibid,, s. 87. 

M Ibid,, B, 88. 

(/i) Order in Council of 6tli February, 1882, as amended by Order in Council 
of 30tb June, 1890 (Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. IX., Navy, p. 1); 

Order in Council as to Royal Marines, 6th February, 1882 (ibid,, p. 8). 
ft) Naval Discipline Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Yict. c. 109), s. 89. 
uc) King’s Regulations for the Navy, ch^. xix., art. 726. 

\l) Naval Discipline Act, 18G6 (29 & 30 Yict. c. 109), s. 90. 

(m) Ibid,, 8 . 91. 

(n) Naval Volunteers Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 73), s. 17 ; Naval Reserve 
Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 52). 

! o) Royal Naval Reserve (Volunteer) Act, 1869 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 40), s. 16. 
p) Ibid,; Naval Forces Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 6), s. 1. 
q) Officers of Royal Navy Reserve Act, 1863 (26 27 Viet. c. 69)^ s. 2. 

T) Navfid Discipline Act, 1866 (29 A 30 Viet, a 109), s. 46« 
a) Ibid,, 88. 2—13, 16. 19. 

(<) lUd,, 8. 34, 

(a) Ibid,, 8. 44. 
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power of any court or tribunal of ordinary civil or criminal jurisdic- 
tion in His Majesty’s dominions in respect of any offence punishable 
by the common or statute law, and does not prevent any person being 
proceeded against and punished in respect of any such offence in the 
ordinary courts (b). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Procedure. 

211. The procedure of naval courts-martial is regulated by the 
Naval Discipline Act, 1866 (c), and by tho King’s Eegulations for 
the Navy (d), and is dealt with elsewhere (e). 

Sect. 2. — Military Courti-martial, 

Sub-Sect. l,--ConetittUion, 

212. Military courts-martial are either — (1) regimental, (2) dis- 
trict, or (3) general. A regimental court-martial must consist of 
at least three members, each of whom has held a commission for a 
year. The president should not be under the rank of captain, 
except where no such officer is available (/). A district court- 
martial must consist of at least three members, each of whom has 
held a commission for two years (g). A district court-martial must 
consist as far as practicable of officers of different corps, and can 
only be composed exclusively of officers of the same regiment of 
cavalrv or the same battalion of infantry, if other officers are not 
availaole (h), A general court-martial must consist in the United 
Kingdom, India, Malta, and Gibraltar of not less than nine and 
elsewhere of not less than five officers, each of whom has held a 
commission for three whole years, and of whom not less than five 
must be of a rank not below that of captain (i), 

213. Eegimental courts-martial can be convened by any officer 
authorised to convene general or district courts-martial, any 
commanding officer not below the rank of captain, any officer not 
below the rank of captain when in command of two or more corps 
or portions of corps, and on board a ship a commanding officer of 
any rank (k). 

District courts-martial can be convened by officers authorised to 
convene general courts-martial and officers deriving from them 
authority to convene district courts-martial (/). 

General courts-martial can be convened by His Majesty or an 
officer deriving authority to do so immediately or mediately from 
His Majesty (7n). 

(l) Naval Discipline Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet c. 109), s. 101. 

(c) 1 hid., 88. 68 — 69, as amended by the Naval Discipline Act, 1884 (47 & 
48 Viet 0. 39\ 

(d) Kind’s Regulations for the Navy, chap, xvii., arts. 669 — 697. 

(e) See title Eotal Forces. 

(/) Army Act, 1881 (41 & 46 Viet. o. 68), s. 47. 

Ibid., s. 48 (4). 

(A) Rules of Procedure, 1907, r. 20 a., published by the War Office in the 
** M'a.Tnia.l of Military Law.” 

(t) Army Act, 1881 (44 ft 46 Viet. o. 68), ss. 48 (8), 60 (1). 

h) Ibid., ss. 47 (1), 50 (1). 

(0 Ibid., 88. 48 (2), 60 (1). 123 (1) (b). 

(m) 2 bid.f s. 48 (1). His Majesty may authorise an officer to convene a general 
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214. The president of a district or general court-martial is 
appointed by the authority convening the court. He must not be 
under the rank of field officer, unless the convening officer is under 
that rank or a field officer is not available, in which case he may 
be of the rank of captain, except when in the case of a district 
court-martial a captam is not available (a). 

215. Where a complaint is made to any officer in command of 
a detachment or portion of troops beyond the seas, or to the 
commanding officer of any corps or portion of a corps on active 
service, or to any officer in immediate command of a body of forces 
on active service, that any offence has been committed by a person 
subject to military law against the property or person of any 
inhabitant of or resident in such country, then, if, in the opinion 
of such officer, it is not practicable to try the offence by an ordinary 
general court-martial, he may, although not authorised to convene 
a general court-martial, convene a field general court-martial for 
the trial of the person charged with the offence. 

A field general court-martial must consist of not less than three 
officers, except where three officers are not available, in which 
case it may consist of two officers (b). The convening officer may 
preside, but if practicable he should appoint another officer to 
preside, who is, if practicable, not under the rank of captain (c). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Judge-Advocatet. 

216. A judicial officer called the Judge Advocate-General is 
appointed by letters patent. He is a permanent official under the 
orders of, and acting as legal adviser to, the Secretary of State for 
War {d). He never officiates at courts-martial, the principal part 
of his duties being to review the proceedings of courts-martial to 
secure the due administration of military justice. 

The Judge Advocate-General has by his patent powers both in 
the United Kingdom and abroad, except in India, to appoint 
deputies to act as officiating judge-advocates at all courts-martial 
where it is considered advisable. 

217. Where the convening officer of a court-martial has authority 
to appoint a judge-advocate he shall in the case of a general, and 
may in the case of a district, court-martial appoint a judge- 
advocate to act at the court-martial («). The duties of a judge- 


oourt-martial in a particular case, or give to any qualified officer a general 
authority to convene general courts-martial, or empower any qualified officer to 
delegate such a ^nem authority to any officer under his command not under 
the rank of field officer (except in casM where ^ere is no field officer in 
command) so far as regards persons subject to military law under, or within 
the territorial limits of, his omnmand (tfitd., s. 122 (1) ), 

I a) Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet c. 58), s. 48 (9). 

h) In this case the jurisdiction as to punishment is limited. Bee p. 104, po$U 
c) Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viot. c. 58), s. 49. 

a) The Judge Advocate-General was formerly a privy councillor and one of 
the ministry, and advised the Sovereign on the leg^ity of the proceedings of 
oourts-martiaL Since 1892 he has ccnas^ to be a privy councillor, nor does he 
advise the Grown directly (Manual of Military Law, 1907, 160). 

(e) Eules of Pro<MBdure, 1907, r. 101. In the United Kingdom convening 
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advocate are similar to those of a judge-advocate at a naval 
court-martial (/). 

In the case of general courts-martial, after sentence is awarded, 
it is the duty of the judge-advocate to sign the proceedings and 
. forward the same in the United Kingdom for confirmation to the 
Judge Advocate-Generars office, and outside the United Kingdom to 
the general or other officer having power to confirm the findings 
and sentences of such courts-martial. In the case of district 
courts-martial the judge-advocate forwards the proceedings to the 
confirming officer to lay before the Judge Advocate-General for his 
approval before causing the sentence to be promulgated. 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Jurisdiction. 

218. Military courts-martial have jurisdiction to try offences in 
respect of military service (^), and also offences against the ordinary 
criminal law Qi\ committed by persons subject to military law (i), 
wherever they may be committed. But the jurisdiction to try 
cases of treason, murder, manslaughter, treason felony, and rape is 
restricted to Gibraltar and places out of His Majesty’s dominions, 
except in the case of persons on active service out of the United 
Kingdom, or where the offence was committed at a place out of the 
United Kingdom more than one hundred miles, measured in a 


officers have not this power. Application must be made to the J udge Advocate- 
General. 

(/) See p. 97, ante. 

{g) The offences are: — Shamefully surrendering ports, casting away arms, 
corresponding with or assisting the enemy, having been made prisoner of war, 
voluntariW serving with or aiding the enemy, and cowardice (Army Act, 1881 
(44 & 45 Viet. c. 68), s. 4) ; on active service leaving the ranks without orders, 
destroying property without orders, being taken prisoner through neglect of duty 
etc., or foiling to rejoin when able, without due authority holding correspondence 
with or sending flag of truce to the enemy, spreading reports calculated to create 
unnecessaiy alarm {ihid.^ s. 6); plundering, leaving post without orders, striking 
sentinels, impeding or refusing to assist provost marshal and his assistants, 
committing offences against person or property of inhabitants, creating false 
alarms, treacherously making known pass-words, detaining or appropriating 
supplies contrary to orders, sentinels sleeping on their posts, or being drunk 
on them, or leaving them before being relieved (i5id., s. 6) ; mutiny or sedition, 
or inciting thereto, or not informing of actual or intended mutiny known to 
offender 7 ibid., s. 7) ; assaulting superior officer or using insubordinate 
language (ibid., s. 8) ; disobedience to lawful commands s. 9) ; resisting 

arrest and soldier breaking out of barracks eta {ibid., s. 10) ; neglect to obey 
orders {ibid., s. 11) ; desertion, fraudulent enlistment, and absence without 
leave (m(f. ss. 12 — 15); officers behaving in a scandalous manner {ibid., s. 16) ; 
fraud by persons in charge of money or goods {ibid., s. 17) ; disgr^eful conduct 
of soldiers {ibid., s. 18); drunkenness {ibid., s. 191; offences in relation to 
persons in custody {ibid., ss. 20 — 22) ; offences in relation to property and neces- 
Banes {ibid., ss. 23, 24) ; offence in relation to false documents ana statements 
{ibid., ss. 25 — 27) ; offences in relation to oourts-martial {ibid., ss. 28, 29) ; 
offences in relation to billeting and impressment of carriag^es {ibid., ss. 30, 31 j ; 
offences in relation to enlistment {ibid., ss. 32 — 34); traitorous words {ibid., 
8. 35) ; injurious disclosures {ibid., s. 36) ; ill-using soldiers {ibid., s. 37) ; 
duelling and attempted suicide {ibid., s. 38) ; refi:^ to deliver prisoner to civil 
power (ibid., s. 89) ; conduct to the prejudice of discipline {ibid., s. 40). 

(4) Army Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet, a 58). s. 4 b 

(f) Ibid., ss. 175—184. 
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straight line, from any city or town where the offender can be tried 
by a competent civil court (k). 

219. A person subject to military law may be tried by any 
competent civil court in His Majesty’s dominions for any offence for 
which he would be liable if he were not subject to military law(0. 
If he has been previously tried for the same offence by a court- 
martial, the civil court must, in awarding punishment, have regard 
to the military punishment he may already have undergone (m). 
Where a person subject to military law has been acquitted or con- 
victed of an offence by a competent civil court, he is not liable to be 
tried for that offence by court-martial (n). And he is not so liable 
if he has been previously acquitted or convicted of the same 
offence by a court-martial (o). 

220. A regimental court-martial has not jurisdiction to try an 
officer (a) or a warrant officer not holding an honorary commis- 
sion (b), nor to award the punishment of death, penal servitude, or 
imprisonment, or of detention in excess of forty-two days, or of 
discharge with ignominy (c). 

A district court-martial has jurisdiction to try all persons subject 
to military law, except such as are subject to military law as 
officers (d), for any offence under the Army Act, 1881, but has 
not jurisdiction to award the punishment of death or penal 
Bervitude(e). 

A general court-martial has jurisdiction to try all persons 
subject to military law, whether as officers or not, for any offence 
under the Army Act, 1881, and to award the punishment of death 
for treason and murder (/) and for treachery, cowardice, wilful 
defiance of authority; assaulting superior officers in the execution of 
their duty, mutiny (g) or complicity therein, or not informing of 
any actual or intended mutiny of which the offender knows, or on 
active service plundering or committing offences against the pro- 
perty or person of the inhabitants, striking a sentinel, giving false 
alarms, sentinels sleeping or being drunk on their posts or leaving 
them before being regularly relieved, and desertion (^), and to 
award the punishment of penal servitude when applicable. Sentence 
of death is not to be passed without the concurrence of two-thirds of 
the members of the court-martial (h). 


(k) Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yict. c. 68), s. 41. 

(0 Ibid., 8. 41 (b). 

(m) Ibid., 8. 162 (1). 

(n) Ibid.,B. 162(6). 

(o) Ibid., 8. 157. 

(a) That is, persons subject to military law as officers (s. 175), warrant officers 
and others holmng honorary commissions. 

(b) Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 68), s. 182* (1). 


Sect. 2. 
Military 
Courts- 
martial. 

Concurrent 
jurisdiction 
of civil 
courts. 


Persons 
subject to the 
jurisdiction. 



104 


COUBTS. 


Bkot. S. 
Military 
Coorts- 
marUaL 


Confirmation 
of findings 
and sentences. 


Procedure. 


Ifartial law. 


A field general court-martial has jurisdiction to try any per^n 
subject to military law who is under the command of the convening 
ofl&cer, and may award any sentence which a general court-martial 
is competent to award for the offence. It can only award sentence 
of death with the concuricnce of all its members. If the court 
consists of less than three members, the sentence must not exceed 
field punishment (t) or imprisonment (A;). 

221. The findings and sentences of courts-martial require to be 
confirmed as follows : in the case of regimental courts-martial by 
the convening oflScer, or the officer having authority to convene such 
courts at the date of the submission of the finding and sentence ; 
in the case of district courts-martial by an officer authorised to 
convene general courts-martial, or some officer deriving authority to 
confirm the findings and sentences of district courts-martial (Z) 
from an officer authorised to convene general courts-martial ; in the 
case of general courts-martial by His Majesty or some officer 
deriving authority to confirm the findings and sentences of general 
courts-martial immediately or mediately (m) from His Majesty (n). 
The confirming authority may send the finding and sentence back 
for revision once, but not more than once. The sentence cannot 
be increased on revision (o). A finding of acquittal does notrequire 
confirmation (p). Sentence of death or of penal servitude for civil 
offences also requires confirmation, in India by the Governor-General 
and in colonies by the governor (q). 

Sub-Sect, 4, — Procedure, 

222. The procedure of military courts-martial is regulated by 
the Army Act, 1881 (r), and by the rules of procedure, 1907 («), and 
is dealt with elsewhere (t). 

Sect. 3. — Courts^martial under Martial Law, 

223. When His Majesty’s forces are in armed occupation of 
hostile territory, it is competent to His Majesty’s commanders to 
declare that martial law shall prevail in such territory, and to lay 
down rules which they deem essential for the preservation of His 


(t) Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yict. c. 58), s. 44 (6) ; Buies for Field Punish- 
ment, Manual of Military Law, 1907, p. 698. 

(A;) Ihid,^ 8. 49. 

(l) An officer authorised to oonyene general courts-martial may give this 
authority to any officer to whom he delegates power to convene genera oourts- 
martiaWtiid., s. 123 (1) (c)). See p. 100, note (m), ante, 

(m) Elis Majesty may empower any qualifi^ officer to confirm the findings 
and sentences of ^neral cou^-martial or to delegate this power to any officer 
to whom he could delegate a power to convene general courts-martiu (t6tU, 
s. 122 (1) (d), (e) ). See p. 100, note (m), ante, 

I n) Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yict. c. 58), s. 54 (1), 
o) Ibid,, s. 54 (2). 
p) Ibid,, B, 54 (3). 
g) Ibid., 8. 54 (7), (8), (9). 
rj 44 & 46 Yict. a 5A 

«) Manual of Military Law, 1907, pp. 448—508, 

«) See title Botal Foecbs. 
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Majesty’s forces and military stores. In such a case, the jurisdic- 
tion of courts-martial extends over all persons resorting to this 
terri<;ory (not being in the military or naval service of an indepen- 
dent Sovereign (m) ). This extends to the case of one of His Majesty’s 
ships being at a place inhabited by savages, where no law prevails, 
and where no redress for outrage can be obtained from any Govern- 
ment, or in any tribunal (z). In the case of an insurrection, 
similar powers may arise during the continuance of the necessity (y). 


Shot. 3. 
Courts- 
martial 
under 
Martial 
Law. 


Part IX. — Miscellaneous Maritime Courts. 

224. In addition to the Admiralty jurisdiction exercised by the Maritime 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council (a), the Supreme Court of couru. 
Judicature (b) and other courts already referred to in this article, 

there are various courts exercising maritime jurisdiction which 
have been or will be described in other articles, such as the Cinque 
Ports Court of Admiralty (r), the County Courts (d), the Liverpool 
Court of Passage (e), the Cincjue Ports Salvage Commissioners (y ), 
various Colonial Courts of Admiralty (^), Prize Courts (/i), and it is 
not thought necessary to make further reference to these. 

Sect. 1. — Local Courts of Admiralty, 

225. Many of the seaport boroughs had in their charters a grant Borough 
of a court of Admiralty (i), but in 1836 all local courts, except that 

of the Cinque Ports, were deprived of any Admiralty jurisdiction ^ 
they might have (ft). Certain titular and honorific rights, however, 
still appear to survive. For instance, the mayor of Southampton has 
a silver oar as insigne of a titular admiralty, and is entitled to 
receive the first visit from foreign men-of-war visiting the port, and 
the mayors of some other ports have a similar privilege. 


(u) Opinions of the Law Officers (Stephens, Gifford, and Smith, Manual of 
Naval Law, 1901, p. 13^. 

(a;) Opinion of the Law Officers (Parliamentary Debates, 3rd ser., Vol. 

coxxxvn., p. 633 ), ■ 

{y) ii. V. Eyre (1868), Finlason’s Beport. This report of the charge of 
Blackbukn, J., is print^ from the shorthand writer’s notes as corrected by the 
judge. As to martial law, see title Constitxitional Law, Vol. VI., p. 403. 

(a) See p. 28, ante. 

(b) See p. 62, ante. 

(c) See title Admiralty, Vol. I., p. 139. 

(d) Ibid., p. 127. 

(e) Ibid., p. 140. 

(/) Ibid., p. 139. 

(^) Ibid., p. 140. 

(A) See title Peizb Law and Juteisdiotion. 

(t) Some maritime towns had from a very early period courU of the seaport, 
which administered the law maritime. Disputes as to jurisdiction arose between 
^6 admiral’s court and these coiurts, which led to two statutes ((1388) 13 Eic. 2, 
st 1, c. 5 ; (1390) 16 Eic. 2, st 2, o. 3) defining and restricting the jurUdiction of 
the admiral (Carter, History of English Legar Institutions, Ist ed., p. 168). 

(A) Municipal Corporations Act, 1835 (5 & 6 WilL 4, c. 76), s. 108. 
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Sect. 2. — Courts of the Vice-Admirals of the Coast. 

226 . The sea coast of England and Wales is divided into nine- 
teen districts, for each of which a vice-admiral of the coast can 
be appointed (i). Vice-admirals of the coast represent the Lord 
Hi gh Admiral (or the Lords Commissioners for executing that 
office) in hie capacity so far as it is not concerned with the navy. 
They are appointed by letters patent under the Great Seal, and the 
appointment is durante bene placito (m). The jurisdiction extends up 
to high-water mark and to the first bridges towards the sea on 
rivers, and is exercisable by a judge (a). The patent of the vice- 
admiral empowers him to appoint his own officers, excepting, 
however, the judge, registrar, and marshal of his vice-admiralty 
court. These excepted officers are appointed by letters patent, but 
there are none in existence at the present time, and, consequently, 
although the jurisdiction of these courts of vice-admiralty over causes 
of action arising in the jurisdiction has never been abolished by 
statute, there is now no means of executing it. The jurisdiction 
as to wreck was, however, taken away by the Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1894 (6). 

Sect. 3. — Slave Trade. 

227 . British vessels seized for breaches of the laws against the 
slave trade, and foreign vessels, if under a treaty or convention (c) 


(0 { 1 ) Northumberland, Durham, and York ; (2)^Lincoln ; (3) Norfolk ; 
(4) Suffolk; (6) Essex; (6) Kent; (7) Sussex; (8) Hampshire; (9) Dorset; 
(10) Devon; (11) South Cornwall; (liy North Cornwall; (13) Somerset; 
(14) Gloucester ; (16) South Wales; (16) North Wales; (17) Chester; (18) Lan- 
caster ; (19) Westmoreland and Cumberland. 

(m) The form of patent is printed in Baker, Vice- Admiral of the Coast, pp. 50 
el 6€</,, where the jurisdiction exercised by the court is stated. 

(a) By an order of a committee of the Lords and Commons, 1635, the jud^ 
was to be a discreet and learned man in the civil laws dwelling or resorting within 
the circuit of his office, or for want of a civilian one learned in the common laws 
of the realm dwelling within the same circuit. In 1663 the Duke of York 
(afterwards James II.), the then Lord High Admiral, issued instructions to the 
judge of the Court of Admiralty and to the vice-admirals, by which the powers 
and duties of those officers were regulated. Under these the whole of the 
judicial powers was directed to be exercised by the judge, but the levying and 
receiving the pejmuisites of the office or droits of Aamiralty remained witn the 
vice-admirals. Those instructions did not ajmai-ently interfere with the juris- 
diction of the judges of the Vice- Admiralty Courts, as these judges continued 
to be appointed (Encyclopmdia Britannioa, Vol. I., pp. 169, 160). The patents 
confer no jurisdiction in prize matters, ^e Baker, Vice-Admiiul of the Coast, 
p. 69. 

(b) 57 & 58 Yici c. 60, s. 529, re-enacting the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854 
(17 & 18 Viet. 0. 104), 8. 440. 

a The following nave been declared by Order in Council to be existing Slave 
e Treaties within the meaning of the Slave Trade Act, 1873 f36 & 37 Viet, 
c. 88) Brussels General Act of 2nd July, 1890 ; Abyssinia of 3ra June, 1884 ; 
Egypt of 4th August, 1877; Germany of 29th March, 1879; Italy of 2l8t 
December, 1885, and 14th ^ptember, 1889; Johanna of 10th October, 1882; 
Mohilla of 24th October, 1882 ; Persia of 2nd March, 1882 ; Spain of 2nd July, 
1890; Turkey of 2dth January, 1880, and 3rd March, 1883. All these treaties 
together with the Orders in Council are printed in Statutory Bides and Orders, 
Revised, Vol. XI., Slave Trade. 
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they are liable to be condemned by British tribunals, are amen- 
able to the jurisdiction of the High Court of Admiralty (cJ), the 
Colonial Courts of Admiralty (e), and the Vice- Admiralty Courts, 
the jurisdiction of which is by their commissions limited in matters 
relating to the slave trade (/). 

In certain cases slave trade treaties and conventions contain 
provisions for the appointment of mixed courts or commissions ; in 
such case His Majesty has power to appoint such commissioners, 
judges, arbitrators, secretary, registrar and other officers, as are 
mentioned in such provisions (g). 

Sect. 4. — Courts of Suwey^ 

228. A court of survey for a port or district consists of a judge 
with two assessors. The judge is either a wreck commissioner, a 
stipendiary or metropolitan police magistrate, a judge of county 
courts, or other fit person approved by the Home Secretary. But 
in any special case the Board of Trade may appoint a wreck com- 
missioner to be the judge. The assessors are persons of nautical, 
engineering, or other special skill and experience, one appointed 
by the Board of Trade, and the other summoned by the registrar 
of the court out of a list nominated by the local marine board, or 
if there is none, by a body of local shipowners or merchants 
approved by the Home Secretary, or if there is no such list, 
appointed by the judge (h). 

229. Courts of survey have jurisdiction to hear appeals by the 
owners of ships detained by the Board of Trade as unsafe or 
unseaworthy (t), or from a declaration of survey of a passenger 
steamer (k), or by the owner of an emigrant ship from the refusal 
by an emigration officer of a certificate for clearance {1), 

Sect. Z.— Formal Investigation of Shipping Casualties, 

230. The investigation is held either by a court of summary 
jurisdiction or by a wreck commissioner, according to the direction 
of the Board of Trade. If a stipendiary magistrate is a member 
of a local marine board of any place, a formal investigation at that 
place must be held before him if he happens to be present (m). If 
the investigation involves or appears likely to involve any question 
as to the cancellation or suspension of the certificate of a master, 
mate, or engineer, the court must be held with the assistance of 
not less than two assessors having experience in the merchant 


(d) Slave Trade Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 88), s. 5. 

(c) Colonial Courts of Admiralty Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 27), s. 2. 

(/) Slave Trade Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 88), ss. 2, 5. 

K) Ibid,, 8. 7. 

Ui) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), s. 487, (1), (2), (3), 

(*) Ibid., 6. 459. 

(k) Ibid., B. 275 ; Merchant Shipping Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 75. 

\l) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet, c 60), b. 318. See, further, 
title Shippiko and Navigation. 

(m) Ibid., B. 476 (1). 

H.L.— IX. 
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service (a) chosen out of a list of persons approved for three 
years {b). 

231. The court has jurisdiction to hear the evidence relating to 
a shipping casualty (c), or, if the Board of Trade think fit, loss 
of life from a fishing vessers boat (d), and to make a report to the 
Board of Trade containing a full statement of the case and of 
the opinion of the court thereon, accompanied by such report 
of or extracts from the evidence, and such observations as the court 
think fit (c). The court has all the powers of a court of summary 
jurisdiction acting as a court in the exercise of their ordinary 
jurisdiction (/). 

The court has power, if one of the assessors concurs in the 
finding, to cancel or suspend the certificate of a master, mate, or 
engineer, if the court finds that the loss or abandonment of, or serious 
damage to any ship, or loss of life has been caused by his wrongful 
act or default (g). This decision must be made in open court (h). 

Sect. 6. — Naval Courts. 

Sub-Sect. l.—Comtitation. 

232. A naval court can be summoned by any officer in command 
of any of His Majesty’s ships on any foreign station, or in the 
absence of such officer by any consular officer (i) in cases where 
such a court has jurisdiction (k). A naval court consists of not 
more than five nor less than three members, of whom, if possible, 
one is a British naval officer not below the rank of lieutenant, one 
a consular officer, and one a master of a British merchant ship, 
and the rest are either British naval officers, masters of British 
merchant ships, or British merchants. The court may include 
the officer summoning it, but not the master or consignee of the 
ship to which the parties complaining or complained against 
belong (Q. 

Sub-Sect. 2.—Juriedidion. 

233. The jurisdiction of a naval court arises : (1) whenever 
a complaint is made to the summoning officer, which appears to 
him to require immediate investigation, by the master of any British 
ship, or by a certificated mate, or by any one or more of the seamen 
belonging to such ship ; (2) whenever the interest of the owner of 
any British ship or of the cargo thereof appears to the summoning 
officer to require it ; (8) whenever any British ship is wrecked, 
abandoned, or otherwise lost at or near the place where the 


(a) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. o. 60), s. 466 (4), 

1 (6) Ibid., 8 . 467. 

(c) Ihid.y 8. 466 (10). 

Id) Ibid., 8. 468. 

U) Ibid.,S. 466 (6). 

(/) Ibid., 8. 466 (10). 

(a) lbid.,B. 470(1). 

h) Ibid,, 8. 470 (2). See also title Shipping and Navigation. 

•) Ibid.. 8. 480. 
it) See ittffxi. 

1) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. o. 60), s. 481. 
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Bumraoning officer is, or whenever the crew or part of the crew of s»ot. 6. 
any British ship which has been wrecked, abandoned, or lost Naval 
abroad, arrive at that place (m). Courts. 


A naval court must hear the complaint or other matter brought 
before them, or investigate the cause of the wreck, abandonment or 
loss, in such a manner as to give every person against whom any 
complaint or charge is made an opportunity of making a defence. 

Naval courts have power to administer oaths, to summon parties 
and witnesses, and to compel their attendance and the production 
of documents (n). 

234. Naval courts can exercise the following powers : (1) If the Powers of 
court is unanimous that the safety of the ship or crew or the interest 

of the owner require it, it may remove the master, and, with the con- 
sent of the consignee of the ship, appoint another person to act in 
his stead ; (2) where authorised by law (o), cancel or suspend the 
certificate of any master, mate, or engineer; (8) discharge a seaman 
from his ship ; (4) order the whole or any part of the wages of a 
seaman so discharged to be forfeited either as compensation to the 
owner, or as a fine to be paid into the exchequer ; (5) decide any 
questions as to wages, fines, or forfeiture arising between the 
parties ; (6) direct that costs incurred in obtaining the imprison- 
ment of any seaman or apprentice in any foreign port may be 
deducted from his wages; (7) send home for trial masters, seamen, 
and apprentices charged with offences against property or persona 
out of His Majesty’s dominions, or with offences on the high seas (;>) ; 

(8) punish a master or any of the crew of a British ship for any 
offence under the Act which is punishable on summary conviction; 

(9) order a survey of the ship ; (10) deal with the costs, and order 
persons making frivolous or vexatious complaints to pay compensa- 
tion for any loss or delay caused thereby. Orders made by a naval 
court within its jurisdiction are conclusive of the rights of the 
parties (q), but sentences of imprisonment must be confirmed by the 
senior naval or consular officer present at the place. 

235. A naval court must make a report to the Board of Trade, Report to 
containing (1) a statement of the-proceedings, the order made, and a 
report of the evidence ; (2) an account of the wages of any seaman or 
apprentice discharged from his ship by the court; (3) in case 

of an inquiry into a case of wreck or abandonment, a statement of 
the opinion of the court as to the cause of the casualty, together 
with any requisite lemarks on the conduct of the master 
and crew (r). 


(m) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), 8 . 480. algo titld 
Shipping and Navigation. 

(n) Ibid., B. 482. 

(o) In the same cases as courts holding formal investigations into shipping 
casualties are authorised to do so (see p. 108, ante). 

(p) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), s. 689. 

( 9 ) Ibid., s. 483. 

(r) Ibid., IS. 484. 
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Part X. — Courts of Escheat. 

236 Where any real estate (a) is alleged to have escheated (a) or 
been forfeited to the Crown, or to the Sovereign in right of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, or to the Sovereign or the Prince of Wales in 
right of the Duchy of Cornwall, a commissioner is or commissioners 
are appointed under the Great Seal or the wafer Great Seal to hold an 
inquest touching the real estate or any interest therein escheated 
or supposed to have escheated (h). The inquest is held openly and 
publicly (c) before a jury of twelve (d) which is returned and impanelled 
by the sheriff and sworn by the commissioner {e). The attendance 
of witnesses may be compelled by Crown Office subpoena (/). Any 
person claiming any title to the real property may be heard by 
himself, attorney, or counsel (g). The commissioner may discharge 
the jury and have a fresh jury returned and impanelled (/i). In 
the case of witnesses who are unable to attend or are dead, affidavits 
and statutory declarations may be accepted (i). The commissioner 
may take the verdict of the majority of the jury (/c). The inquisi- 
tion must be in writing or print or both and under the hands and 
seals of the commissioner or commissioners present and of the 
jurors concurring (1), It should find of whom the land was held and 
any other material matter specified in the commission (?n). The 
commission with the inquisition is returned into the Central Office 
of the Supreme Court and filed in the Crown Office (a). An award 
of melius inquirendum may be awarded on the fiat of the Attorney- 
General or by order of the Lord Chancellor (o). On a melius 
inquirendum the proceedings commence de novo in the same manner 
as before (p). The inquest may be traversed by any person claim- 
ing any title to the real estate or interest therein (q) in manner 
directed by Rules of the Supreme Court (?*). Inquisitions are not to 


(fl) Including the "beneficial interests of cestui que trusts (Intestates Estates Act, 
1884 (47 & 48 Viet. o. 71), s. 41. 

(a) Where they are not held of a manor under a tenure created before the 
Statute of Quia Emptoros (18 Edw. 1, cc. 1, 2, 3). As to escheat genei’ally, see 
title Real Property and UHArrELS Real. 

(b) The Escheat Procedure Rules, 1889, r. 1, dated 2oth July, 1889, made by 
the Lord Chancellor with assent of the Treasury, pursuant to the Escheat 
(Procedure) Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet. c. 63), s. 2 ; Statutory Rules and Orders 
Revised, Voh IV., Escheat, p. !• 

(c) Ibid., r. 3. 

The commissioner may proceed with not less than nine jurors (ibid., r. 4). 
(e) Ibid., r. 4. 

/) Ibid., T. 6. 

' ‘ Ibid., T. 6. 

. Ibid., r. 7. 

Ibid., r. 8. 


k) Ibid., T. 9. 

l) Ibid., T. 10. 
'm) Ibid., r. 11, 
w) Ibid., T. 13. 

o) Ibid., T. 14. 

p) Ibid., r. 16. 
‘ Ibid., r. 16. 
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be quashed for informalify («). These roles apply to lands held of 
the Duchy of Cornwall, but not to lands held of the Duchy of 
Lancaster (t). In respect of these latter no rules have been made by 
the Chancellor of the Duchy (a). Any existing practice is therefore 
preserved (6). The commission issues under the seal of the Duchy, 
and the proceedings are filed in the Chancery of Lancaster. 


Part XI. — Forest Courts. 

Sect. 1 — In General. 

237 . The Sovereign is possessed of certain forests (c), for the 
protection of which there are particular laws and officers. For 
the execution of the forest laws there are four courts appointed : 
the Attachment or Woodraote, also called the Forty Days' Court ; 
(2) the Eegard or Survey of Dogs ; (8) the Swainmote ; and 
(4) the Eyre or Justice Seat. The greater number of forests 
in England have been disafforested, but three {d) still remain. 
In these tlje forest laws {e) are to some extent in force, and the 
forest courts are still held, although many of their functions are 
obsolete (/). The jurisdiction of forest courts is of a private and 
special nature, confined to a particular spot, and instituted only 
to redress particular injuries and nuisances, namely, such as relate 
to the King’s venison (^), to the vert (/t), and to the coverts, and no 
other trespasses are cognisable by these courts {i). 


8 . 


Escheat Procedure Rules, 1889, r. 17. 

, Ibid., TV. 19, 20. 

(a) See generally 4 Co. Inst. 225. The inquest can be held virtute officii by 
an escheator, but no such officers are now appointed in England, although in 
Ireland the title survives, escheator of Munster, which is used in respect 
of Irish members of Parliament in the same way as the office of steward of the 
Chiltem Hundreds, so as to vacate the seat in Parliament. 

(h) Escheat (Procedure) Act, 1887 (60 & 61 Viet, a 63), s. 3 (3). 

(c) As to Royal Forests and the Forest Courts, see also title Constitutional 
Law, Vol. VIL, pm 181 ef bm. 
id) Alice Holt ; Forest of Dean ; the New Forest. 

\e) The statutes relating to forests are the following: 26 Edw. 1, Carta de 
Lioertatibus de Forestse; 34 Edw. 1, Ordinatio do Foresta; Assiza de Foresta, 
temp, incert. ; 1 Edw. 3, stat. 2, c. 2; 23 Edw. 3, stat. 6, c. 7 ; 7 Ric. 2, cc. 3, 4 ; 
7 Hen. 4, c. 1 ; 4 Hon. 6, stat. 2, c. 1 ; 22 Edw. 4, o. 7 ; 27 Hen. 8, o. 7 ; 
32 Hen. 8, c. 35; 16 Car. 1, c, 16. See title Constitutional Law, Vol. VEI., 
p. 182, note (r). 

(/) As to the decay of the forest couits and the present control of forests, 
see title Constitutional Law, Vol. Vn., p. 186. 

{a) See title Constitutional Law, Vol YI., pp. 490, 491 ; Vol. VII., p. 181, 
note ( 9 I. 

title Constitutional Law, Vol Vn,, p, 181, note {pS ; Stubbs, 
ie^ Charters, 347 et seg. ; Manwood, Treatise of the Forest Laws (1717), 346, 
354. 

(t) See Select Pleas of the Forest, Selden Society, Vol. Xm. 
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Sect. 2. — The Court of Attachments. 

238 . The Court of Attachments, Woodmote, or Forty Days* 
Court, should be held before tbe verderers {j) of the forest once 
in every forty days {k). Its jurisdiction is to inquire into all 
offences committed in the forest, whether against vert or venison (Q. 

Under its ancient jurisdiction this court inquires into and receives 
attachments and presentments of the foresters and keepers, and 
enrols them for the purpose of presenting them to the swainmote. 
The court has no power to convict offenders or to proceed to 
judgment (m), except where the trespass is under the value of four- 
pence, in which case the verderers in the Court of Attachment have 
power to assess the fine, and cause the same to be levied to the use 
of the King, which must be entered on the roll {n). 

All unlawful encroachments in forests may be inquired into by 
the verderers in the Court of Attachments ; and the persons who 
made and continued them prosecuted in these courts, and fined by 
the verderers for every such offence in a sum not exceeding 
to be recovered before a justice of the peace ; and the encroachment 
may be ordered to be abated. The forest officers may present all 
encroachments to the court, which is empowered to fine them for 
neglect. If it is alleged by the defence that the place in question 
was beyond the limits of the forest, the verderers have no power to 
determine the cause, but must certify it to the Attorney-General. 
The right of the Crown to proceed by information or* any other 
legal process is expressly preserved (o). 

Sect. 8. — The Court of Regard. 

239 . The Court of Eegard or Survey of Dogs was directed to be 
held every third year by the Eegarders {q) of the Forest to see 
what dogs are expeditated (r) and what not. All dogs (s) not 
expeditated were to be presented and their owners amerced 3s. (a). 
This court, although the statute relating to it has not been repealed, 
has been obsolete for centuries (6). 


{J) Seep. 115 , post 

Qt) Oarta de Eoresta (1217), c. 8; see 4 Co. Inst. 289. 

(l) The rolls of the Court of Attachments of imping Forest, 1713-1848 are 
published in four volumes by order of the Epping Forest Commissioners. 

(m) Man wood, Treatise of the Forest Laws (1717), pp. 23 — 25. 

(w) Ihid.y p. 25. “ But it is to be observed that no man ought to be attached 
by his body for vert or venison, unlesse he be taken with the manner within 
the forest, otherwise the attachment must be by his goods ” (4 Co. Inst, 289). 

(o) 52 Geo. 3, c. 161, ss. 11, 13, 15, repealed and re-enacted by the Crown 
Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 50), ss. 100, 102, 103, 104. 

( p) 4 Co. Inst. 289. 

(9) See p. 115, post 

(r) That is, three claws of the forefeet shall be out off by the skin ** (Carta 
de hWesta, c. 6), 

(5) Only mastiffs are liable to be expeditated (Manwood, Treatise on the 
Forest Laws fl717), 112, 113). Formerly no other dogs, except by special 
grant, were allowed to be kept in a forest (Lewis, Historical Inquiries con* 
coming Forests and Forest Laws, p. 37). 

(a) Oai'ta de Foresta, c. 6. 

(6) The Court of Kegard had some other duties, see title Constitutional 
Law, Vol. VII., p. 183. 
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Sect. 4. — The Court of Swainmote. 

240 . The Court of Swainmote (c), Sweynmote, Swanimote, or 
Bwainemote was held before the verderers as judges by the steward 
of the swainmote (d) three times in the year, and no more (e). All 
offences against vert (y) or venison (gr) could be presented at the 
next swainmote before the foresters, verderers, regarders, agisters, 
and other ministers of the forest (h). All freeholders and all other 
honest and lawful men of the forest were bound to attend (t). The 
pleas in this court were called placitce foresta (k). The jurisdiction 
extended to offences committed in the purlieus (Z) of the forest (m). 
After the court was opened the steward charged the jury to inquire 
into offences concerning— (1) gathering of acorns ; (2) agistments 
to the hurt of deer ; (3) assarts (n) newly made ; (4) browse cut by 
warden or foresters ; (5) burning heath, fern, or ling ; (6) straighten- 
ing of churchways ; (7) crabs growing in the forest ; (8) deer killed 
without warrant; (9) dogs; (10) extortion by forest officers; (11) com- 
moning sheep at fawning time; (12) fences; (13) number of foresters; 
(14) foxes killed without warrant ; (15) goats in the forest; (16) hares 
killed without warrant ; (17) taking hawks’ or herons’ eggs ; 
(18) unringed hogs; (19) unlicensed hogstyes; (20) hunting the 
King’s deer within seven miles of the forest within forty days 
before or after the King’s hunting ; (21) inclosures ; (22) meers (o) ; 
(23) mills ; (24) mines ; (25) nets ; (26) pannage (p) ; (27) taking 
partridges’ or pheasants’ eggs; (28) pounding cattle out of the 
county ; (29) hunting in the purlieus ; (30) purprestures (q) ; 


Sect. 4. 
The Court 
of 

Swainmote. 

Court of 
Swainmote. 


(c) * Swainmote ’ is deiived of ewein-f that is, Saxonic^f minuter^ and tnoU or 
gemote^ which is curias i.e, curia ministrorum foresta:, so called because it is but a 
preparative for the Justice Seat ” (4 Co. lust. 289). 

“ The steward, custodian, keeper, or lord warden of the forest, was not a 
juoicial officer, although a claim was sometimes made by them to hold the 
swainmote. The officer here refeiTed to is the steward of the swainmote, who 
should be a learned man, especially in the laws of the forest ” (Man wood, 
Treatise of the Forest Laws (1717), p. 340). 

(e) (1217) Carta de Foresta, c. 8, See title Constitutional Law, Vul. VII., 
p. 183. 

I '’) See title Constitutional Law, Vol. VII., p. 181, note (p). 

) See ihid.y note (7). 

) Manwood, Tieatise of the Forest Laws (1717), pp. 338, 339. 

) 34 Edw. 1, Ordinatio de Foresta, cc. 1, 2 ; 1 Ldw. 3, stat. 2, c. 2. 

) Manwood, Treatise of the Forest Laws (1717), p. 336. 

) See title Consiitutional Law, Vol. VIL, p. 184. 

1) Manwood, Treatise of the Forest Laws (1717), p. 344. 

) “ AMertumy assert, is so called of the effect, as some hold, and is derived, 
say they, of ad and «cro, asseroy because of wood grounds, marishes, or waste 
grounds, that are converted to be sown with com. . . . Others fetch it other 
ways ; but we hold that it is derived of the French word essarteVy to grub up, or 
clear a CTOimd of wood *’ (4 Co. Inst. 306, 307). 

(0) “Carrying away or removing anvmeere, stones, or other metes, marks, or 
boundaries of the forest” (Manwood, Treatise of the Forest Laws (1717), 342). 

(p) Fannagium is the mast of such trees, which bear fruit to feed hogs, 
or the money made of such mast ” (Manwood, Treatise of the Forest Laws 
(1717), p. 227). 

(7) “A puipresture in the King’s forest is any building or indosure, or using 
any liberty or privffege there without warrant so to do” (Manwood, supra, 
p. 304). See title OoNSTirunoNAL Law, Vol. VIL, p. 183, note (p). 
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(81) salteries; (82) sheep; (83) sheep-houses; (84) suits and services; 
(85) surcharge of the forest (r ) ; (86) timber or trees cut down wd 
other offences against vert; (87) waifs and strays; (88) straightening 
ways ; (89) abuse of warrants to take vert or venison ; (40) getting 
underwood; and (41) surcharges of the foresters and other ministers 
of the forest, and their oppressions brought upon the people (a). 

The Court of Swainmote had only power to try offences, but not 
to give judgment or to award execution, for that was reserved 
to the Justice Seat (b). Swainmotes are still held, but they are 
mere formalities. Persons indicted in this court as common 
malefactors of the King’s venison in the forest are liable to be 
outlawed (c). 

Sect. 6 . — The Justice Seat 

241 . The Justice Seat or Eyre was the principal court of the forest 
and a court of record (d). It was held before the Chief Justice in 
Eyre or his deputy. On the abolition of the offices of Chief Justice 
and Justices in Eyre of His Majesty’s Forests, Chases, Parks, and 
Warrens, north and south of Trent respectively {e\ all the powers 
and authorities belonging to the said offices were vested in the 
First Commissioner of Woods (/). 

No Court of Justice Seat has been held since 1662, and it may be 
regarded as obsolete, but it may be revived by the King’s writ. 

At the Justice Seat all trespasses within the forest, all 
claims of franchises, liberties, or privileges, and all pleas and 
causes whatever therein arising were heard and determined (gr). 

The court had also jurisdiction to try presentments enrolled in 
the inferior courts of the forest, and to give judgment on con- 
victions in the Court of Swainmote (A), and when judgment had 
been entered up a warrant was issued to the officers of the forest 
to apprehend the offenders (i). 

Sect. 6. — Judicial and other Officers of the Forests. 

242 . As the Chief Justice in Eyre was commonly a man of greater 
dignity than of knowledge in the laws of the forest, there were 
associated to him persons appointed by the King, who, together 
with the Chief Justice, were to determine all pleas of the forest. 


(f) “ Super oneratio forestcB is when a commoDer in the forest putteth on more 
beasts than he ought, and so surchargeth the forest (4 Co. Inst. 293), 

! a) 34 Edw. 1, Ordinatio de Foresta, c. 4. 
b) 4 Co. Inst. 289. 

c) Manwood, Treatise of the Forest Laws (1717), p. 344. 
a) Lewis on Forests and Forest Laws, pp. 39, 40 ; Manwood, Treatise of the 
Forest Laws (1717), pp. 57 — 79; 4 Co. Inst. 291. 

(e) 67 Ceo. 3, c. 61, s. 1. 

(/) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), 8. 95. 

(g) Ibid. 291. 816. 

(h) See Forest of Waltham. Presentments etc. at Forest Courts respecting 
Assarts Purprestures and unauthorised in closures recorded before 1713 ; and 
Miscellaneous Presentments of Forest Courts recorded before 1713, published 
by order of the Epping Forest Commissioners. 

{%) 1 Edw. 3, stat. 2, o. 2, Assiza de Foresta. 
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with a patent of si nan omnes and a writ de admittendo. The Chief 
Justice and these associates were called capitales justiciani forested. 
A similar course apparently would have to be followed in case the 
First Commissioner of Woods should hold a court of justice-seat (A). 

There was also a steward of the swainmote ({)• 

243. Verderers (viridarii) (m) are judicial ofiBcers of the forest 
chosen in full county by the IQng’s writ. Their office is to observe 
and keep the laws of the forest, and to view, receive, and enrol all 
attachments and presentments of trespasses as to vert and venison, 
and to do equal right and justice to rich and poor. There are 
usually four verderers in each of the King’s forests (n). 

244. Kegarders are good and lawful men chosen by virtue of 
the King’s writ and elected by the freeholders and sworn in by the 
sheriff (o). Their duties are to look after the woods and timber in 
the King’s forest, to view and make strict inquiry in every bailiwick 
of the forest as to offences relating to vert and venison, to cause all 
forfeitures to be enrolled and to inquire of all wastes, purprestures, 
and assarts (p) of the forest, and to make a “ regard ” or perambula- 
tion of the forest before the holding of a court of judgment-seat {q). 
There should be twelve regarders in a forest. 

245. The ranger is an officer only appointed in the case of forests 
having known and acknowledged purlieus (r). His duties are con- 
fined to the purlieu, and consist in returning back into the forest 
deer coming thence, and inquiring into offences committed in the 
purlieu (s). 

The agister’s (t) duties are to collect the dues for cattle etc. 
pasturing in the forest, and to account to the judge at the next justice 
seat. He is also to prevent trespasses being done by the cattle in 
the forest. Four agisters should be appointed in each forest (a). 

The forester’s duties were to preserve the vert and venison, to 
watch them, to attack offenders or trespassers in the forest, and to 
present all manner of offences in the forest at the next court of 
attachment or swainmote (fc). 

The woodward’s duties were to look after the woods, and to be 
present at all the courts of attachment and other courts of the 
forest (c). 


(Af) 4 Co. Inst. 315. 

! /) See p. 113, ante, 
m) ViridaritiB d viridiy vert, 
n) 4 Co. Inst. 292. 

o) Manwood, Treatise of the Forest Laws (1717), p. 319, where the form of 
oath is given. 

(p) Grubbing up, or felling woods and converting the soil where they did 
grow into tillage** (Manwood, Treatise of the Forest mws, p. 19). 

{q) Manwood, Tiwtise of the Forest Laws (1717), pp. 317, 321 etc ; as to the 
court of regard, see p. 112, ante. 

1 r) See title Constitutional Law, VoL VIL, p. 184. 
a) 4 Co. Inst. 304. 

t) From gyaer, to lie down (4 Co. Inst. 293). 
a) 4 Co. Inst. 293. 

hS Manwood, Treatise of the Forest Laws (1717), pp. 162 — 167. 
c) Ibid,, pp. 389 — 392. 
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the proper custody. Petitioners had to give notice whether they 
appeared in person or by counsel or agent (r). 

The Clerk of the Crown and the registrar of the Privy Council 
acted as the clerks of the court. 


Part XIV.— Courts held by the Sheriff. 

Sect. 1. — In General. 

249 . The jurisdiction of the sheriff in ancient times was both 
civil and criminal, and was exercised respectively in the sheriffs 
county court and the sheriffs tourn. The latter of these, which 
was a court of record, has been abolished («) ; while the former, 
which is not a court of record, need only be held for the purpose of 
an election, or for the due execution of some writ, or for some other 
specific purpose (t). The sheriff at one time had also power to hold 
pleas of the Crown and to take inquests whereby persons might be 
indicted, but this jurisdiction has been abolished (a). 

Sect. 2. — Inquisitions on Writs of Elegit. 

260 . By the Statute of Westminster IL (&) a judgment creditor 
is entitled, instead of having a writ of to have a writ directing 
the sheriff to deliver to him all the chattels (c) of the defendant 
(saving only hie oxen and beasts of the plough) and the one half of 
his land until the payment of the sum due under the judgment. 
The whole of the defendant’s land is now liable to be delivered (d). 

251 . The execution of a writ of elegit necessitates an inquisition 
on receipt of the writ. The sheriff proceeds at once to summon a 
jury of twelve to inquire as to what lands the judgment debtor holds 
in the county and what is their value. The jury are charged and 
sworn to well and truly try of what lands, tenements, rectories, tithes, 
rents, and hereditaments, including lands and hereditaments of 
copyhold or customary tenure, the judgment debtor, or anyone in 
trust for him, is seised or over which he has a disposing power for 
his own benefit. The proceedings are ex parte, and it is not necessary 


(r) See Wollaston’s Coronation Claims. 

(fl) Sheriffs Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 55), s. 18 (4). By s. 40 (1) every 
court leet, court baron, law day, view of frankpledge, or other liire court 
held at the passing of the Act (16th September, 1887), shall continue to be held 
on the accustomed days and places. “The toum is a court of record holden 
before the sheiif, the ancient institution whereof was before Magna Carta, to 
hear and determme all felonies (death of man excepted) and common nuisances ** 
(4 Co. Inst. 260). See, generally, title Sheriffs and BAmiFFS. 

{t) Sheriffs Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet c. a. 18 (1), (2). The sheriff's 
county court had not jurisdiction in actions of debt or danu^ wherein more 
than 406. was claimed, nor in actions of trespass vi et armis (4 Co. Inst. 266). 
The sheriff’s county court was in use until 1846, when the establishment of 
the statutory county courts caused it to fall into disuse. 

(a) Sheriffs Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet c. 55), s. 18 (3). See, however, stat. 
(1854) 28 Edw. 3, c. 9, re]^aled by the Act of 1887. 

E Stat (1285) 13 Edw. 1, c. 18. 

Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. o. 52), s. 146, 

Judgments Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet o. 110), a. 11. 
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to give notice of them to the judgment debtor (e). As the inquisition Bkot. 2. 
is not conclusive against the judgment debtor, it is suiBScient to give InquiBitlona 
privid facie evidence of the title. The finding of the jury, whether on Writs ol 
in favour of the creditor or of the debtor, may be set aside by the 
court (/), and the sheriff maybe directed to take a new inquisition (^). 

The sheriff or under-sheriff presides at the inquisition. The writ 
and inquisition must be returned and filed in the court from which the 
writ issued (A). 

Sect. 3. — Inquiries as to Damages, 

252 . When in an action for unliquidated damages or for doten- Inquiriega#* 
tion of goods, the plaintiff signs interlocutory judgment (t), in default damages, 
of appearance, or of pleading, if the court or a judge does not 
order some other mode of ascertaining the damages or the value of 
the goods detained (A), the plaintiff can take out a writ of inquiry 
directed to the sheriff requiring him to summon a jury of twelve 
men (Z) to assess the damages. In counties the jurymen are sum- 
moned from the ordinary jury book, and in cities and boroughs in 
the manner, accustomed before 1825, that is, from the lists of 
burgesses (w). A special jury can only be had by order of the court 
from which the writ issues (n). It seems that there is no right to 
challenge jurymen ( 0 ). Ten days’ notice of the time and place of 
the inquiry must be given to the defendant (p). The plaintiff is 
entitled to appear by his solicitor and by counsel, but notice of an 
intention to appear by counsel must be given to the defendant (q). 

The under-sheriff usually presides, but the sheriff may appoint a 
deputy for the purpose by a written authority under his seal of 
office (?•). The proceedings at the inquisition are regulated by the 
Rules of the Supreme Court (s). 

The defendant is only entitled to plead in mitigation of damages, 
and may not, under colour of seeking to reduce the damages, set up 
allegations which would be a defence or a bar to the action (t). 


(<') iStetd V. Layner (I7‘25), 2 Ld, Ila5'in. 1382. 

{/) Vutten V. Purheck (1700), 2 Salk. 563; Uarnes v. llardivy (1867), 1 C. B. 
(n. 8.) 6G8 ; Doe d. Evans v. Owen (1831), 2 Cr. & J. 71; Fenny v. Durrani 
(1817), 1 B. & Aid. 40, 41. 

(g) Barnes v. Harding, supra, 

(h) 3 Bac. Abr. Exocution, 0, 2 ; Co. Litt. 289 b ; Johns v. Pink, [1900] 1 Ch. 
296. 

(i) That is, a judgment that the plaintiff is entitled to recover, but leaving 
the quantum to iJe ascertained; see 11. 8. 0., Ord. 13, r. 6. 

(k) R. S. a, Ord. 13, r. 6. 

(l) See Juries Act. 1825 (6 Oeo. 4, c. 60), 8. 62. 

(m) IhifL, s. 50. 

(n) Price v. Williams (1836), 6 Dowl. 160. 

(o) Mather, Sheriff and Execution Law, p. 409 (2nd ed., 1903, p. 606). 

(») R. S. C., Ord. 36, rr. 14, 66. See Beetknifc v. ParJeington {Sir 11.) (1729), 
1 Bam. (k. b.) 233; Williams v. FiiXh (1779), 1 Doug. (k. b.) 19^ 

(7) See ElVwii v. Eicklin (1818), 5 Piice, ^1. 

ir) In the City of London the secondary is the deputy to hold the inquiry. 

(s) R. S. 0., C)rd. 36, rr. 34 — 37, 66. Where the ascertainment of the images 
is a matter of calculation, the court or a judge may direct them to be ascer- 
tained by an officer of the court instead of by means of a writ of inquiry 
(R. S. C., Ord. 36, rr. 67, 57 a). See Yearly Supremo Court Practice, 1909, 
p. 103. 

(i) Speck T. PhiBips (1839), 6 M. & W. 279. 
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The finding ol the jury can be set aside on the ground of mis- 
direction (a) or of being contrary to the weight of evidence (6). The 
application for a new trial must be made to the Court of Appeal, 
and not to a divisional court (c). 

If the sheriff does not make a return in due time, he will be 
compelled to do so by a rule (d). The sheriff may return that he 
and the jury are in doubt and pray the advice of the court (e). If 
the sheriff return that the jury^ found no damages, he is not 
responsible for the default of the jury(/). 

Sect. 4. — Com^t to assess Compensation under the Lands Clauses 

Act, 1846. 

253. Where lands over the value of £50 are compulsorily taken 
or injuriously affected under the Lands Clauses Act, 1845 (y), if the 
owner of the lands taken does not require arbitration, the compensa- 
tion payable to such owner is to be ascertained by a jury presided 
over by the sheriff (//). 


Part XV.— Palatine Courts. 

Sect. 1. — Court of the Duchy Chamber of Lancaster. 

254. This court, which is not a court of record, may be held before 
the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster or his deputy. It had 
jurisdiction concerning equities relating to lands holden of theliing 
in right of the Duchy of Lancaster (i), whether situated within the 
county palatine of Lancaster or not. This jurisdiction was not 
exclusive (/c). The proceedings were conducted as on the equity 
side in the old Courts of Exchequer and Chancery (/). Tliis court 
has never been abolished, but has not sat for a long period (m). 

Sect. 2. — Chancery Court oj the County Palatine of Lancaster. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Constitution, 

255. By a charter of Edward III. dated the 6th March, 1851 (w), 
there w^as granted for his life to Henry, Duke of Lancaster (inter 

(а) Cainsford y, Carroll (1824), 2 B. & C. 624. 

(б) Kingston v. Hatjchurch (1819), 1 Chit. 6-14. 

(c) William Radam's Microbe Killer Co., Ltd, y. Leather, [1892] 1 Q. B. 85, 

0. A. 

i d) Stockdale v. Hansard (1840), 8 Dowl. 297. 
e) Dalton, Office of Sheriff, 260. 

/) Petti fer^s Case (1603), 6 Co. Eep. 32 a, 32 b. 

8 & 9 Viet. c. 18. 

h) Ibid, See title Compulsory Purchase of Land and Compensation, 
Vol. VI., p. 86. 

(t) Owen v. (1615), Hob. 77 ; Fisher v. Patten (1671), 2 Lev. 24; Case 
of me Duchy of Lancaster (1561), 1 Plowd. 212. See also title Constitutional 
Law, Vol. ill,, p. 217. 

(Aj) Levington v. Woton (1631), 1 Eep. Ch. [*62]; Fleetwood v. Pool (1660), 
Hard. 171. See also cases in Tothill under title ** Duohy.” 

(/) 4 Co. Inst. 206. 

! m) The las^leading on the file is in Ord y. Wood, March 13th, 1835. 

%) Hardy, Cnarters of the Duchy of Lancaster, p. 9. 
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alia), a court of chancery, a chancellor (o), and such other jura 
regalia (p) in the county of Lancaster as pertained to a count 
palatine. On the 28th February, 1377 (a), a similar cliarter was 
granted for the term of his life to John, King of Castile and Leon, 
Duke of Lancaster. On 16th February, 1390 {b), Eichard IL by 
charter granted these jfy/ra regalia to the Duke of Lancaster and his 
heirs male. Henry IV. on his accession by a charter of the 14th 
October, 1899(c), declared that these jura regalia were not to be 
changed by the King’s accession and severed the Duchy from the 
Crown, the reason being that he had the Duchy by a sure and 
indefeasible title, but specially because his title to the Crown was 
not so assured, as the right to the Crown was in the heir of Lionel, 
Duke of Clarence, second son of Edward III. {d). Since that time 
the county palatine of Lancaster has remained in the possession of 
the Sovereign as an inheritance separate from the Crown. 

The county palatine of Lancaster under these charters has 
a court called the Court of Chancery of Lancaster, which is now 
regulated by a number of statutes, also an Attorney-General of the 
County Palatine and Duchy of Lancaster (c). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Jurisdiction and Appeals^ 

256 . The Court of Chancery of Lancaster has within the county 
palatine the like powers and jurisdiction as the High Court of 
Justice in its Chancery Division (/). The jurisdiction is thus 
unlimited in amount, although limited in area. The jurisdiction is 
concurrent with that of the High Court of Justice (g^), and depends 
upon the existence within the jurisdiction of the persons, though 
not of the property, in question (A). If, however, any action is 


(o) Tko first Chancellor of the Duchy was Sir Henry de Haydock, 1632, and 
the first Chancellor of the County Palatine was Thomas de Thelwall, appointed 
the 16th April, 1377 (Baines, History of Lancashire, Vol. L, p. 182). 

(p) Until 1873 the County Palatine had also its own Court of Common Pleas, 
and special commissions of assize were issued in regard thereof (Judicature Act, 
1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 99). The appointment of justices of the peace 
is not affected by this section, and they are still appointed by the Chancellor 
of the Duchy. 

(а) Haidy, Charters of the Duchy of Lancaster, p. 32. 

(б) IUd„ p. 65. 

(c) Ihid.,v» 102. 

(d) 4 Co. Inst. 205. 

(c) Court of Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Viet. o. 43) ; Court of 
Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1864 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 82) ; Chancery of Lancaster 
Act, 18% (53 & 64 Viet. c. 23) ; Chancery Amendment Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet, 
c. 27) ; Chancery Regulation Act, 1862 (26 & 26 Viet. c. 42). Both these latter 
Acts were repealed by the Statute Law l^vidon and Civil Procedure Act, 1883 
(46 & 47 Viet. c. 49), with the proviso that they are to be construed aa if con- 
tained in a local and personal Act relating to the Court of Chancery of 
Lan caster. 

(/) Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 23), s. 3. 

{q) Wynne v. Hughes (1859), 26 Beav. 377 ; Re Tates, Bradley v. Bielf ox (1862), 
3 De C. J. & Sm. 402 ; Re Alison's Trusts and Re Johnson {Infants) (1878), 8 
Ch. D. 1, 9, C. A. See also the report in 26 W. E. 450, per Jesssl, M.E., at 
p. 463 : ** It must be remembered that the Palatine Couit and the High Court 
are co-ordinate jurisdictions.” 

(A) Re Longaendale Cotton Spinning Co, (1878), 8 Ch. D, 160. See also 
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commenced in the palatine court which is not within the ancient 
chancery jurisdiction of the court (i), and would not if commenced 
in the High Court be assigned to the Chancery Division, it may be 
transferred to the High Court by the Chancery Court of Lancaster 
or the Court of Appeal (k). 

This court also possesses the summary jurisdiction of the 
Chancery Division (0, the statutory jurisdiction as to the property 
of infants and other persons under disability, power to administer 
assets (m), as well as jurisdiction under the Conveyancing Act. 
1881 (w), the Trustee Act, 1898 (o), and the Judicial Trustee Act, 
1896 (p), and as to money paid into court (g) under the Lands 
Clauses Act, 1845 (r). 

267. The court has power to direct that any question of fact 
arising in a suit or proceeding be tried by a special or common 
jury before the court itself (s), or to direct an issue to try any 
question of fact by a jury at the assizes (a). 

268. The Chancery Court of Lancaster is not a court, nor is the 
Vice-Chancellor a judge, within the meaning of the Patents and 
Designs Act, 1907 (b) ; the Vice-Chancellor has not power to grant 
a certificate that the validity of a patent came into question in 
an action for infringement so as to entitle the patentee to solicitor 
and client costs in a subsequent action for infringement unless the 
court otherwise directs (c), 

269. An appeal lies from this court to the Court of Appeal (d), 
and thence to the House of Lords (e). 


Dunmore v. WJiaram (1898), 07 L. J. (cn.) 221 ; Re State Banking Corporation^ 
Ltd. (1907), 51 Sol. Jo. 265. 

(i) S. 23 of the Court of Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Viet 
c. 431, abolished the jurisdiction of the Palatine Court over persons of unsound 
mina. 

(k) Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 23), s. 5. 

I I) Court of Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Vict. c. 43), s. 11. 
w) Court of Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 82), s. 12. 

n) 44 & 45 Vict. c. 41, s. 69 (9). 

o) 56 & 57 Vict. c. 53, s. 46. 

p) 59 & 60 Vict. a 35, s. 2. 

q) Court of Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Vict c. 43), s. 12. 

r) 8 & 9 Vict. c. 18. 

8) Chancery Amendment Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Vict. c. 27), s. 3 ; Yates v. 
Eyffin-Taylor and Wark, [1899] W. N. 141. 

((^ Chancery Eegulation Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Vict c. 42), s. 2; Yates v. 
Kymn- Taylor and Wark, supra, 

(5) 7 Edw. 7, 0. 29. 

(c) Ibid,, 8. 35 j see Proctor v. Sutton Lodge Chemical Co, (1888), 5 E. P. 0. 184. 

(d) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 66), s. 18 (2). By the Court of 
Chanceiy of Lancaster Act, 1854 (17 & IS Vict. c. 82), s. 1, the Chancellor of 
the Duchy and the two Lords Justices of Appeal were constituted the Com-t of 
Appeal in Chancery of the County Palatine, with an appeal thence to the House 
of Lords {ibid,, s. 3), The Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 66), s. 18, 
transferrea this jurisdiction to the Court of Appeal (see p. 62, ante), and the 
sections of the Act of 1854 were repealed by the Statute Law Eevision and 
Civil Procedure Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Vict. o. 59). 

(e) Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict c. 59), s. 3. As to appeals, 
nee Lee v. NuUall (1879), 12 Ch. D. 61, 0. A. ; Kershaw v. Vickers (1868), 3 
Dh. App. 513. 
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Sud-Seot. Z.—Judgu. 

260 . The Chancellor of the Duchy and County Palatine formerly 
exercised judicial functions. The appointment now, however, is of 
a political nature, and carries with it as a rule a seat in the Cabinet. 
The Vice-Chancellor, with the exception of certain interlocutory 
matters (/), performs all the judicial functions. He is appointed 
on the nomination of the Chancellor of the Duchy by letters patent 
from the Crown, which are expressed to be during pleasure, but 
in point of fact are quam diu ae bene gesserit. Whenever the office 
of Chancellor of the Duchy and County Palatine of Lancaster 
becomes vacant, the Vice-Chancellor continues in office subject 
to the powers of the succeeding Chancellor {g). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Procedure, 

261 . The Chancellor of the Duchy and County Palatine has 
statutory powers Qi) to make rules of procedure subject to the 
approval of the authority for the time being empowered to make 
rules for the Supreme Court. Under these powers rules of proce- 
dure have been madefi) which assimilate the procedure of the 
Palatine Court to that of the High Court of Justice. Rules have also 
been made under the Settled Estates Act, 1877 (A:), the Settled Land 
Act, 1882 (Z), and under the Trustee Act, 1893 {m). There are also 
rules dealing with court fees (n), solicitors’ costs (o), suitors’ fund 
and fee fund accounts (p). The Chancellor of the Duchy has 
power to make rules regulating proceedings under the Con- 
veyancing and Law of Property Act, 1881 {q). 

Jn cases where any of the parties are out of the jurisdiction of 


(/) The Ohanceiy of Lancaster Exiles, Ord. 48. 

(7) Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 23), s. 7. 

(h) Court of Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Viet. c. 43), ss. 1 — 4 ; 
Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 23), s. 6. 

{f) The Chancery of Lancaster Eules, 1884, which were amended by the 
Chancery of Lancaster Exiles, 1887, by a general order and rule dated 19th 
December, 1893, and by the Chancery of Lancaster Eules, 1894. These rules 
are printed as now in force in Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., 
Fiancaster, pp. 23, 223 ; Snow and Winstanloy, Chancery Court of Lancaster, 
p. 42. 

(k) 40 & 41 Viet. c. 18 (Settled Estates Act, Chancery of Lancaster Orders, 
1880 ; Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., Lancaster, p. 1 ; Snow 
and Winstanloy, p. 205). 

(l) 45 & 46 Viet. c. 38 (Settled Land Act, Chancery of Lancaster Eules, 
1883; Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., Lancaster, p. 12; 
Snow and Winstanloy, p. 212). 

(m) 66 & 57 Viet. c. 53 (Exiles under Trustee Act, 1893 ; Statutory Eules and 
Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., Lancaster, p. 258). 

(n) See Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., Lancaster, pp. 223, 
243, 257 ; Snow and Winstanley, pp. 218, 244. 

(0) See Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., Lancaster, pp. 232, 
243; Snow and Winstanl^, pp. 229, 244. As to costs and court fees see 
Orders of 27th and 28th November, 1884, and Be Mancheeter Beal Ice Skating 
and Supply Co,, [1900] 1 Ch. 573, 0. A. 

(p) Sm Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol, VI., Lancaster, pp. 244, 
255 ; Snow and Winstanloy, p. 246 ; Statutory Eules and Orders, 1903 ; 
Addenda, pp. 1009, 1010. 

(g) 44 & 45 Viet 0. 41, s. 69 (9). 
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the court the Court of Appeal may either direct the cause to be 
transferred to the High Court or service to be effected out of the 
jurisdiction (?*). Where a decree or order of the court cannot be 
enforced because the party to be bound thereby is out of the juris- 
diction, it can be enforced by making it an order of the High 
Court («). 

The Vice-Chancellor has power to hear interlocutory matters 
out of the jurisdiction (a), but he can only hear causes out of the 
jurisdiction by consent (6). 

Sub-Sect. 5. — Officers, 

262. There is an Attorney-General of the County Palatine and 
Duchy of Lancaster. There are three district registrars of the 
Liverpool, Manchester, and Preston districts respectively, with one 
assistant registrar at Liverpool and two at Manchester. The 
registrars are appointed by the Chancellor of the Duchy and 
County Palatine, and hold office during his pleasure. The regis- 
trars in the Palatine Court perform the duties which the Masters 
of the Supreme Court (Chancery Division and Taxing Office), the 
Chancery Eegistrars, and the clerks in the Central Office perform 
in the High Court (c). 

There is also a comptroller, who is appointed by the Chancellor. 
Ilis duties are to check receipts and payments of suitors’ moneys. 

The other officers are a seal-keeper and a cursitor (d). 

Sect. 8. — Chancery Court of the County Palatine of Durham. 

Sub-Sect. I,— Constitution, 

263. Even before the Norman Conquest the bishops of Durham 
appear to have claimed palatinate or gwasi-palatinate rights and 
jurisdiction. This prescriptive franchise was confirmed by charters 
of William the Conqueror, William Kufus, Henry L, and 
Henry II. (c). In the reign of Edward I. Anthony Bek, the then 
Bishop, was summoned to appear before the King’s Justices under 
the Statute of ‘*Quo Warranto ”(/) to show how he held his franchise, 
and on his refusal to appear his franchise was seized into the 
King’s hands in the name of distress. The Bishop appealed to the 
King and his council in Parliament, who held that he was entitled 


(r) Court of Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Yict. c. 82), s. 8. See 
Jte Watmongh, Sergenson v. Beloe (1883), 24 Ch. D. 280, C. A ; Cooke v. Smith 
(1890), 44 Ch. D. 72, C. A. ; Waltham v. Ooodier (1855) 3 W. R. 352 ; Walker v. 
Dodds (1887), 37 Ch. D. 188, 0. A. 

(s) Court of Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Viet. c. 43), s. 15. 

(а) Ibid,, 8. 13. 

(б) Chancery of Lancaster Rules, Ord. 33, rr. 1, 2. 

(c) Ibid,, Ord. 48. 

(d) Oursitors {clerid de cursu) were clerks of the Court of Chancery who made 
out original writs; see title Action, Yol. I., p. 82. 

(c) 4 Co. Inst. 216. See also Bishop William de St. CarilepFs charter to 
convent of Durham fl082) ; Registrum Palatinum Dunelmense, Yol. I., 
pp. Ixvi. — bcviii. See tuso Williamson, Palatine Court of Durham Act, 1889, 
pp, 3—14. 

(/) 18 Edw. 1, Statute “De quo Warranto (1289 — 1290). 
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to jura regalia between Tyne and Tees, and in Norhamshire and 
Bedlington. In 1836 the jura regalia of the Bishop of Durham 
were transferred to the Crown (g). The only one now surviving is 
the Court of Chancery of the County Palatine of Durham, the 
exercise of the jurisdiction being now assimilated to that of the 
High Court of Justice {h). 

Sub-Seot. 2,— Jurisdiction, 

264 . The jurisdiction of the court is unlimited in amount, but 
limited in area to the county palatine, which certainly includes 
the whole of the present county of Durham, and possibly other 
districts (i). The jurisdiction apart from statute is the old juris- 
diction of the High Court of Chancery within the county palatine. 
This is a jurisdiction in personam over the person within the area 
of jurisdiction, extending, in effect, to property wherever situate (/c), 
but enforceable only, apart from statute, against the person, and 
not the property. This jurisdiction has been supplemented by 
statutes enabling orders of the Palatine Court to be enforced by 
making them orders of the High Court of Justice (0, empowering the 
court to deal with the property of infants and other persons under 
disability, the administration of assets (m), giving to it the summary 


(g) Durham (County Palatin^ Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 19). The j urisdiction 
of the Chancery Court and the Court of Pleas was not altered by this Act. The 
iurisdiction of the Court of Pleas was transferred to the High Court by the 
Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 16. See p. 52, owfc, and title 
Constitutional Law, Vol. VII, p. 216. 

(A) Palatine Court of Durham Act, 1880 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 47). 

(0 Durham (County Palatine) Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 19), defines “ county 
of Durham” as “including the detached parts of Craikshiro, Bedlington shiie, 
Norhamshire, Allertoushire, and Islandshire, and all other places heretofore 
within the mrisdiction of the Bishop of Durham, in right of the said county 
palatine.” It has never been decided what the effect upon this is of the enact- 
ment of the Counties (Detached Parts) Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 61), annexing 
detached parts of counties to the county of which it forms part for the purposes 
of parliamentary elections. It is, however, suggested that an Act of this nature 
would not effect the jura regalia without express enactment. The Palatine 
Court of Durham Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet. c. 47), does not define the area over 
which the court has jurisdiction. 

{k) Re Longdendale'Cotto}} Sginnivg Co. (1878), 8 Ch. D. 150. 

(/) Palatine Court of Durham Act, 1889 (62 & 53 Viet. c. 47), s. 3. 

(m) Ibid.f 8. 6. The powers conferred on the court by this enactment are 
under the following statutes : — Real property of infants : Debts Recovery Act, 
1830 (11 Geo. 4 & 1 Will. 4, c. 47), s. 11 ; Infants’ Property Act, 1830 
(11 Geo. 4 & 1 Will. 4, c. 65), ss. 16, 17 ; Debts Recovery Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet, 
c. 60); Land Drainage Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 56), ss. 3—5; Paitition Act, 
1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 40), s. 3 (see, however, Partition Act, 1876 (39 & 40 
Viet. 0 . 17), 8. 6) ; Settled Estates Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 18), ss. 4, 10, 49 ; 
Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 41 \ ss. 41, 
42 ; Settled Land Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 38), ss. 59, 60. Personal property 
of infants: Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (86 Geo. 3, c. 52), s. 32 ; Trustee Act, 1893 
(56 & 57 Viet. c. 53), ss. 26, 28. Marriage 'settlements of infants: Infant 
^ttlements Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 43). Maintenance of infants : Infants* 
Property Act, 1830 (11 Geo. 4 & 1 Will. 4, c. 65), s. 32. Property of felons : 
Forfeiture Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 23), s. 28. Investment of moneys 
of persons under disability : Copyhold Acts, 1841, 1843, 1852 (4 & 6 Viet. c. 35, 
8. 73 ; 6 & 7 Viet. c. 23, s. 14 ; 15 & 16 Viet. c. 51, ss. 22, 39), which are now 
repealed and contained in the Copyhold Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 46), see 
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jurisdiction of the High Court (w), and the High Court jurisdic- 
tion (o) under the Charitable Trusts Acts, 1853 to 1869 (j>), and also 
the jurisdiction {q) under the Partition Acts, 1868 (r) and 1876 («), 
the Settled Estates Act, 1877 (0> the Conveyancing Act, 1881(a), 
and the Settled Land Acts, 1882 (b) and 1884 (c). There is also 
jurisdiction under the Trustee Act, 1893(d), and the Judicial 
Trustee Act, 1896 (e). As in the case of the Chancery Court of 
Lancaster, the jurisdiction is concurrent with that of the High 
Court of Justice (f). 


Sub-Sect. S.— Judges, 

266 . The Chancellor of the County Palatine of Durham is the 
sole judge of the court. 

He is appointed by warrant under the royal sign manual (g). 


title Copyholds, Vol. VIII., p. 121 ; Defence Acts, 1842, 18G0 (5 & 6 Viet, 
c. 94, 8. 25; 23 & 24 Viet. c. 112, s. 20); Ecclesiastical Houses of Eesidenco 
Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet. c. 26); Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890 
(63 & 54 Vict. c. 70), 8. 20, Schedule, r. 20 ; Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 
1845 (8 & 9 Vict. c. 18), s. 69. Administration of assets: Judicature Act, 
1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 66), bs. 16, 34; Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. 
c. 77), 8. 10 ; Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 5^, s. 125. 

(n) Palatine Court of Durham Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Vict. c. 47), 8. 7. The 
powers conferred on the court by this section are under the following statutes : 
Cestui que vie Act, 1707 (6 Ann. c. 72), b. 1 ; Law of Property Amendment 
Acts, 1859 and 1860 (22 & 23 Vict. c. 35 ; 23 & 24 Vict. c. 38) ; Marriage Act, 1823 
(4 Geo. 4, c. 72), s. 17 ; Custody of Infants Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 12), s. 1 ; 
Guardianship of Infants Act, 1886 (49 & 50 Vict. c. 27) ; Companies Acts, 1862 
and 1867 (25 & 26 Vict. c. 89 ; 30 & 31 Vict. c. 131), see now the Companies 
(Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), and title Companies, VoL V. ; 
Mortga^ Debenture Acts, 1865 and 1870 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 78 ; 33 & 34 Vict. 
c. 20); Kail way Companies Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 127); Life Assurance 
Companies Acte, 1870-2 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 61 ; 34 & 35 Vict c. 58 ; 35 & 36 Vict. 
c. 41); Lands Clauses Consolidation Acts, 1845 and 1860 (8 & 9 Vict. c. 18 ; 23 & 
24 Vict c. 106) ; PublicMoney Drainage Act, 1846 (9& 10 Vict. c. 101); Improve- 
ment of Land Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Vict. c. 114), s. 21 ; Fines and Eocoveries Act, 
1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 74), s. 48 ; Declaration of Title Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Vict. 
c. 67); Land Eegistiy Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Vict o. 53) ; Judgments Act, 1864 
(27 & 28 Vict. c, 112) ; Vendor and Purchaser Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Vict c. 78), 
8. 9; Man-ied Women’s Property Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 75), ss. 10, 17 ; 
Land Tax Eedemption Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 116); Local Loans Act, 1875 
(38 & 39 Vict. c. 83) ; Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. o. 36), 
s. 45; Arbitration Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Vict c. 49). 

(o) Palatine Court of Durham Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Vict c. 47), s. 9. 

Ip) 16 & 17 Vict c. 137 ; 18 & 19 Vict c. 124 ; 23 & 24 Vict c. 136 ; 25 & 26 
Vict. 0 . 112 ; 32 & 33 Vict o. 110. The court has also inherent jurisdiction to 
control charitable trusts, but this jurisdiction is only exercisable by information 
in the name of the Attorney- General. 

(q) Palatine Court of Durham Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Vict c, 47), s. 10, 

(r) 31 & 32 Vict c. 40. 

(8) 39 & 40 Vict c. 17. 

(C 40 & 41 Vict c. 18. 

(a) 44 & 45 Vict o. 41. 

h) 45 & 46 Vict c. 38, 

(c) 47 & 48 Vict c. 18. 

(d) 56 & 57 Vict. c. 53, s. 40. 

(e) 59 & 60 Vict. c. 35, s. 2, 

(/) See p. 52, ante, 

\g) See London Gazette, 31st October, 1905, p. 7248. 
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Sub-Sect, Procedure, 

266. The Chancellor has a prescriptive power to regulate the 
procedure of hie court, and further, with the concurrence of the 
Lord Chancellor, power to adapt and modify the Rules of the 
Supreme Court to the Palatine Court (ft). 

The Chancellor has jurisdiction to hear interlocutory matters 
out of the jurisdiction (i). 

In case of any person who has entered an appearance, or 
come m, or otherwise submitted to the jurisdiction of the court, 
the Chancellor may, upon special application, make an order for 
service of process on him out of the jurisdiction {k). The service 
of subpoenas on witnesses out of the jurisdiction is valid (i). 

267. The Chancery of Durham Eules, 1889, were made by the 
Chancellor on the 1st February, 1889, and were amended by rules 
made the 6th July, 1889. These rules are now in force. An order as 
to court fees and another as to solicitors* costs were also made by 
the Chancellor on the 1st February, 1889 (in). 

268. There is an appeal from the Palatine Court to the Court 
of Appeal, and thence to the House of Lords {n). 

Sub-Sect. d.—OJicerSe 

269. There is an Attorney-General, a Solicitor-General, a con- 
veyancing counsel, and a registrar of the court, who is appointed 
by the Chancellor and exercises the functions of a Master of the 
Supreme Court (Chancery Division (o) and Taxing OfiSce) (p) and of 
a Chancery Kegistrar etc. He also has the custody of documents 
etc. (q). There is an appeal from the Eegistrar to the Chancellor (r). 


Part XVI. — Courts of the Cinque Ports. 

Sect. 1. — In General. 

270. Very little remains of the former jurisdiction of the 
Lord Warden of. the Cinque Ports (s), whose civil juris- 


(/i) Palatine Court of Durham Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Yiot. c. 47), 8. 1. 

(t) I hid,,, s. 4. 

{fc) Ihid,y 8. 2. 

(l) Ibid., 8. 6. 

(m) Those rules, which are adapted from the Rules of the Supreme Court, are 
print^ and put on sale. They were made under the Chancellor’s prescriptive 
power, and not under the powers conferred by s. 1 of the Act of 1889. 

{n) Palatine Court of Durham Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 47), s. 11. The 
change that this enactment made in the appeal was to substitute an appeal in 
the first instance to the Court of Appeal for an appeal direct to the House of 
Lords. 

(o) The Chancery of Durham Rules, 1889, Ord. 46, 

(p) Ibid,, Ord. 50, r. 11. 

(q) Ibid,, Preliminary Order. 

(rS Ibid., Ord, 46, r. 105. 

(«) The privilege ports were originally three in number : Dover, Sandwich, 
tou Romney. Hastings and Hythe were added by William the Conqueror, and 
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diction (t) was abolished, except as to salvage, in 1855 (a). A 
commission for the punishment of offences may be issued (h), 
directed to the Lord Warden jointly with the admiral or admirals 
or his or their lieutenant, deputy or deputies (c). The Admiralty 
Court of the Cinque Ports (d) is also preserved (e). 

271 . Justices are appointed in the five ports and two ancient towns 
and such of their members as are boroughs, as in the case of other 
boroughs. The Crown has power to appoint justices having 
jurisdiction throughout the whole of the liberties of the Cinque 
Ports other than in the towns of Eye and Winchelsea and their 
corporate members, except for licensing purposes therein or 
matters which go before the general sessions of the Cinque Ports, 
ancient towns, or corporate members (/). 

Sect. 2. — Salvage Commissioners. 

272. The Cinque Ports Salvage Commissioners consist of three 
or more persons from each of the Cinque Ports, two ancient towns, 
and their members appointed by the Lord Warden. They have 
jurisdiction to decide on all claims made by pilots, hovellers, 
boatmen, and others for services rendered to ships, for carrying 
anchors or stores to ships, or preserving goods or merchandise 
wrecked, within the jurisdiction of the Cinque Ports (^). An appeal 
lies either to the Cinque Ports Admiralty Court or to the Admiralty 
Division of the High Court (/t). 

The Lord Warden, the Lieutenant of Dover Castle, the deputy 
wardens of the Cinque Ports, and the judge of the Cinque Ports 
Admiralty Court have the same jurisdiction (i). 


Winchelsea and Eye were also added before the first year of King John (1199). 
The Lord Warden or Keeper of the Cinque Ports {guardianus qiiinque portuum) 
is also the Constable of Dover Castle, lie is also admiral, and is exempt from 
the jurisdiction of the High Court in the exercise of its Admiralt}^ jurisdiction 
(4 Co. Inst. 223). The boundaries of the jurisdiction of the Lord Warden are 
from the point called Red Cliff, westward of Soaford, in the county of Sussex, along 
the coast to Faversham, thence across the water to Shellness Point, in the Isle 
of Sheppoy, thence to Shee Bacon, thence in a direct line to Brightlingsea, thence 
along the shore to St. Ossyth, in Essex, thence along the shore to Maze Tower, 
and thence back to Red Cliff by way of an imaginary line in the sea (Cinque 
Ports Act, 1821 (1 & 2 Geo. 4, c. 76), s. 18). 

(t) There was a court of chancery and a court of load manage for the 
regulation of pilots. 

la) Cinque Ports Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 48), ss. 2, 10. 

lb) Offences at Sea Act, 1531 (28 Hen. 8, c. 15). 

fc) Cinque Ports Act, 1821 (1 & 2 Geo. 4, c. 76), s. 16. 

(d) See, as to this court, title Admiralty, Vol. I. , p. 139. 

(e) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & -16 Viet. c. 60), s. 256. See also 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 18), s. 13, and Merchant 
ShippiM Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 60), s. 671. 

(/) (Snque Ports Act^ 1811 (61 Geo. 3, c. 36). For the territorial jurisdiction 
of the justices of the Cinque Ports, see the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 
(45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 248. 

(g) Cinque Ports Act, 1821 (1 & 2 Geo. 4, c. 76), ss. 1, 2; Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. o. 60), s. 671. 

(A) Ibid., s. 4. See The Qloria de Maria (1856), Sw. 106; The Eliee (1859), 
6w. 436. 

(•) Ibid., 8. 16; and see title Admiralty, Vol. I., p. 189. 
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Beot. S.—The Courts of Shepway, Brotherhood, and GuestUng. 

273. The Court of Shepway (k)' was the ancient court in which 
the pleas of the Cinque Ports were heard and determined before the 
Lord Warden. Its only retnaining function is to be summoned on 
the occasion of the installation of a new Lord Warden, and to have 
the patent of appointment read to the members of the court, and 
to receive his undertaking to maintain the franchises, liberties, and 
usances of the Cinque Ports (1). 

274. The Courts of Brotherhood (m) and Guestling (n) are courts 
which take cognisance of matters affecting the Cinque Ports and 
ancient towns, and the Ports and ancient towns and their members 
respectively. 

The Court of Brotherhood is first held, and then there is a 
general meeting of the Brotherhood and Guestling. In the Court 
of Brotherhood the mayor, two jurats, and two freemen from each 
port or town sit, with the addition in the Court of Guestling of a 
similar deputation from each corporate member. The presiding 
officer is entitled the Speaker, and the office goes by rotation 
through the five Ports and two ancient towns (o). These courts 
are now usually only held on the occasion of a coronation to select 
the barons of the Cinque Ports who are to attend and to claim all 
the privileges of the Cinque Ports before the Court of Claims (p). 


Part XVII. — Borough and Local Courts of 

Record. 

Sect. 1. — In General, 

Sub -Sect. 1 — Jarhdiction, 

276. Besides the county courts (g), a large nuruber of local 
courts of record have been established either by royal charter, 
or by local and personal Acts of Parliament or prescription. 
Forty»two of these courts were abolished in 1883 (r). The re- 


(h) Curia Quinque Portuum apud Shepway (4 Co. Inst. 224). 

(I) Knocker, Grand Court of Shepway. 

(w) Brotherhood, in Queen Elizabeth’s charter called “ brotheryeeld general,” 
is the j oint association and brotherly community one with another of the Cinqua 
Ports and two ancient towns (Jeake, Charters oi the Cinque Ports, p. 90). 

{n) So called because the corporate members are ^ests that are invited to 
appear and sit with the Ports and towns to consult ELOout the general state of 
their affaire (Jeake, Charters of the Cinque Ports, p. 91). 
ip) See Jeake, Charters of the Cinque Ports, pp. 90 et seq, 

(p) See p. 117, ante. The last occasion on which the courts were held was 
just Defore the coronation of His Majesty King Edward VII. 

(9) These courts were established by the County Courts Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet, 
c. 95), to supersede the Courts of Bequest, and other courts for the recovery of 
small debts, created under a great number of local and personal statutes. '!l^e 
county courts are now regulated by the County Courts Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet, 
c. 43), and the County Courts Act, 1903 (3 Eaw. 7, c. 42), and the rules made 
thereunder. See title County Couets, Vol. VUI., p. 405. 

(r) Municipal Corporations Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vioi c. 18). 
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mainder still exist, and althongh the greater part of them have 
been in abeyance for many years («), the corporations to which they 
were granted can still be compelled by mandamus to hold them and 
to entertain pleas (a); mere non-user does not take away the 
jurisdiction (h). 

276. In 1885 (c) there was conferred on such of these courts not 
regulated by any local Act of Parliament as had not previously 
possessed it, and in which a barrister of five years* standing acts as 
judge or assessor, jurisdiction to try actions of assumpsit, covenant, 
debt (whether by specialty or by simple contract), trespass, and 
trover, provided the sum or damages sought to be recovered does 
not exceed £20, and actions of ejectment wherein the rent of the 
premises possession whereof is sought to be recovered loes not 
exceed £20, and upon which no fine is reserved or made payable. 

277. If the town council of a city or borough, or a majority of 
the ratepayers in any parish within the limits of which a court of 
local jurisdiction, other than a county court, is established, or into 
the limits of which city, borough, or parish the jurisdiction of such 
court shall extend, present a petition to His Majesty in Council that 
the jurisdiction of the local court be excluded in any causes whereof 
the county court has cognisance, then after two months* notice of 
the petition by public advertisement in such city, borough, or 
parish, and in some newspaper therein circulated, if no caveat be 
entered or counter-petition presented, an Order in Council may be 
made declaring the exclusion of the jurisdiction of such local court 
throughout the whole or any part of the district assigned or which 
may hereafter be assigned to such county court. 

If a caveat is issued or a counter-petition presented, the 
matter is to be referred to the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council for report id). 


(fl) There are reports in the Civil Judicial Statistics, 1868—1905, of twenty- 
four of these courts holding sittings. 

(а) li. V. Hastings Corporation p822), 1 Dow. & Ey. (m. 0.) 63 (in this case 
no court had been held for fifty-two years) ; R, v. Wells Corporation (1836), 4 
Dowl. 662 (in this case no court had been held for two hundred years, 
and it was alleged by the corporation that the form of procedure was unknown, 
but in each case a rule nisi was made absolute). In 1894 the Recorder of 
Worcester doubted whether he was the proper judge of the Worcester Court of 
Pleas, and refused to entertain a plea for breach of promise of marriage (96 L. T. 
Jo. 267). A mandamus was applied for on the part of the plaintiff to compel 
the corporation of Worcester ana their recorder to hold a court and entertain 
the plea. A rule nisi was granted on 13th March, 1894, and was directed 
to be served on the Attorney-General [Times Newspaper, 14th March, 1894). 
On 7th May, 1894, the rule nisi was made absolute after counsel for the 
plaintiff and the corporation and for the Attorney-General had been heard. 
No writ of mandamus was actually issued on the corporation, and the Recorder 
acted on the order. 

(б) A,^0. of Isle of Man v. Cowley (1869), 12 Moo. P. C. C. 27 ; iZ. v 
Havering-atte’ Bower (1822), 6 B. & Aid. 691. 

(c) Municipal Corporations Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 118. This 
jurisdiction was continued by the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 
Viet. c. 50), s. 183, which Act repealed the former Act. See also the Borough 
and Local Courts of Record Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 86). 

(d) County Courts Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. o. 54), s. 7, rex>ealed and re-enacted 
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278. His Majesty has power, by Order in Council, to enlarge the Sect. i. 
district of any inferior court of record, or where any part of the In General, 
district is comprised within the jurisdiction of any like court to ~ 
contract the same, and to make any alteration or regulation for 

the holding or sitting of the court both as to time and place, 
notwithstanding any provision in any Act constituting the court! 

No such Order can take effect in respect of any court not having a 
judge who is either a barrister or special pleader, or a solicitor 
who has practised as a solicitor for ten years {e). This power has 
never been exercised. 

There is also power by Order in Council to confer on these courts 
the same jurisdiction in equity and in Admiralty respectively as any 
county court now has, or may hereafter have(/), and power by 
Order in Council on the joint petition of the council of a borough 
and of the justices for the county in quarter sessions to extend the 
area of the jurisdiction of a borough civil court over any district 
adjacent to the borough within the jurisdiction of those quarter 
sessions (g). Neither of these powers has ever been exercised. 

279. Inferior courts of record which have jurisdiction in equity, Defences and 
or at law and in equity, and in Admiralty respectively, have also had counter- 
conferred upon them jurisdiction to entertain defences or counter- 

claims involving matter beyond their jurisdiction so far as they 
relate to the demand of the plaintiff and to the defence thereto, but 
no relief exceeding that which the court has jurisdiction to administer 
can be given to the defendant upon any such counterclaim. In case 
of such a counterclaim power is given to the High Court on the 
application of either party to order the transfer of the whole pro- 
ceeding from the inferior court to the High Court {U), 

The jurisdiction of these inferior courts to entertain counter- 
claims has been further extended (i) so as to enable an inferior 
court to hear and determine a counterclaim — (1) when the cause 
of action is outside the local limits of its jurisdiction, but is 
within the limits of the jurisdiction of any other inferior court of 
record {k ) ; or (2) when the counterclaim involves more than one 

by County Courts Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 43), s. 7. The Orders in Council 
made under this power are referred to under the several courts in lespoct of 
which they have been made. Apparently Orders in Council already made under 
this enactment are not affected dv the recent increase in the limit of the juris- 
diction of county courts to £100 (County Courts Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 3). 

(e) Small Debts Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 127), s. 9. As to compensation of 
officers and notice of the Order, see the section. 

(/) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 88. An inferior court has, 

08 regards all causes of action within its jurisdiction for the time being, power 
to grant the same relief, redress, and remedy, and to give effect to every defence 
or counterclaim, in as full and ample a manner as might and ought to be done 
in the like case by the High Court (ibid., s. 89). ^e also Yearly Supreme 
Court Practice, 1909, p. 1314. 

(g) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, c, 50), s. 185. 

(/t) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 90. See also titles C^ijrrT 
Courts, VoL Vm., pp. 432, 434 ; SBr-OFF and Counterclaim ; and Yeaily 
Supreme Court Practice, 1909, p. 1315. 

(t) Judicature Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 61), s. 18. • o j 

{k) This provision may be very far-reaching. Thus, if in an action m the Salford 
Hundred Court (which ba a jurisdiction up to £50) a counterclaim was raised 
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Bbot. 1. cause of action, as to each of which a separate action might have 
In General been maintained being within the jurisdiction of the court, and the 
aggregate amount of the counterclaim exceeds the jurisdiction of 
the court ; or (3) when the amount of the counterclaim exceeds 
the jurisdiction, provided the plaintiff does not object in writing 
within the prescribed time. In addition, in any case where the 
counterclaim involves matter beyond the jurisdiction of the court, 
the court may on such terms, if any, as it thinks just either 
adjourn the hearing or stay execution on the judgment to enable 
any party to apply to remove the proceedings into the High Court, 
or to enable the defendant to prosecute a cross action in any court 
of competent jurisdiction, and in default of any such application 
being made or action being brought the court shall after the expira- 
tion of the time limited have jurisdiction to hear and determine the 
whole matter in controversy to the same extent as if the parties 
had consented thereto. 


Application of 
Judicature 
Act, 1873, 
s. 25. 


280 . The rules of law contained in s. 25 of the Judicature 
Act, 1873 (i), as amended by s. 10 of the Judicature Act, 1875(7/?), are 
applied to inferior courts (n) so far as the matters to which they 
refer are cognisable by such courts. 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Procedure and Power to make Rules, 

Procedure . procedure in inferior courts of record is generally 

and ruiea. similar to that which existed in the superior courts of common law 
before the passing of the Common Law Procedure Act, 1852 (o), 
with the exception that all actions are to be commenced by writ of 
summons (a). In some cases, however, rules regulating practice 
and procedure have been made by the judges, and approved by the 
judges of the superior courts. In other cases Orders in Council 
have applied to particular courts the provisions contained in the 
schedule to the Borough and Local Courts of Record Act, 1872 (6), 
and the provisions of other Acts. 

All the powers under which these Orders were made (c) continued 
in force until 1883, when they were repealed, except the power 
of the Act of 1872, with the condition that where any repealed enact- 
ment had been extended to a local court by Order in Council such 

based on a cause of action arising wholly at Wallingford, the section would 
give the Salford Hundred Court jurisdiction, whatever the amount of the 
counterclaim. 

(0 36 & 37 Viet. c. 66. 

(w) 38 & 39 Viet. c. 77. 

(w) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 91. SeejK'incf v. ffawkeeworth 
(1879), 4 Q. B. D. 371. See title County Couets, Vol. VUI., p. 432. 

(o) 16 & 16 Viet. c. 76. 

(a) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 181. 

(h) 36 & 36 Viet. c. 86. The schedule to the Act has been applied to the 
following courts Bristol Courts of Tolzey and Pie Poudre ; Great Yarmouth 
Borough ComH; ; Kingston-upon-HuU Court of Record ; London Mayor’s Coui t ; 
Norwich Guildhall Court; Poole Civil Court of Record; Scarborough Court of 
Pleas ; York Court of Record. See under those courts, post. 

(c) Common Law Procedure Act, 1862 (16 & 16 Viet. c. 76), s. 228 ; Common 
Law Procedure Act, 1864 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 126), s. 105; Summary Pro- 
oedure on Bills of Exchange Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet c. 67), s. 9; Common 
Law Procedure Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet o. 126), s. 44. 
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enactment should be construed as if it were contained in a local 
and personal Act relating to such court (d). A power was 
substituted to apply by Order in Council to any local court the 
provisions of the Judicature Acts and the Rules of the Supreme 
Court. This last power has only been exercised in the case of the 
Court of the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Oxford, and in 
that case only as to appeals (e). 

The procedure varied in different courts, but it was 
generally based on either the old practice of the Court of King’s 
Bench or on that of the Court of Common Pleas, that is to say, 
by attachment of the goods or person of the defendant to answer 
the claim of the plaintiff. But this procedure ceased in 1838, 
when arrest on mesne process was abolished (/). So that the pro- 
cedure in those courts for which rules have not been made since 
that date would not appear to be very determinate. Probably, 
however, the next step after the service of the writ of summons, if 
the defendant does not enter an appearance, would be to proceed in 
the case of actions of debt or covenant by distress on the 
defendant’s goods to compel an appearance (//), except in the case 
of those courts where judgment went in default of appearance. 
The object of coinpelling the defendant to appear is that in his 
absence the plaintiff’s complaint cannot be heard (Ji). If appear- 
ance is entered, the ensuing steps would be declaration, plea, 
joinder of issue, and trial. 

The judge of a borough civil court, if he is a barrister of five 
years’ standing, has power to make rules of procedure to be 
approved by the recorder, if he is not judge of the court or does not 
act as the judge’s deputy (i), and also by the Rule Committee of the 
Supreme Court (k). 

There is also power by Order in Council to make rules (1) as to 
the appointment of deputy and assistant judges (m). 

Sub-Sect. 3,—Apj)eal8, 

282 . An appeal lies from all inferior courts of record to a 
divisional court of the King’s Bench Division on notice of 
motion (n). 


{(1) Statute Law Revision and Civil Procedure Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 49), 
8S. 3, 5—8. 

(e) See p. 187, post, 

(/) Judgments Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet. o. 110), s. 1. Mesne process was the 
writ of capias issued after the writ or other process commencing the action. It 
was so called because it came between the primary process and the final process 
to execute the judgment. Seo Tidd, Practice, 10th ed., p. 127, note (a). 

ig) William v. Bagot {Lord) (1825), 3 B. & C. 772. 

ih) Ibid, at p. 788. . , , 

(i) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 182 (1), (2). 

{k) Judicature Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 61), s. 24. This approval had 
formerly to be given by three judges of the superior courts of common law 
(2 & 3 Viet a 27, s. 1), afterwards by three judges of the High Court 
(Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 182). 

(l) Borough and Local Courts of Record Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 86), s. 7« 

(m) See p. 135, post « . . , . 

(w) Darhw v. Shuttleivorth, [1902] 1 K. B. 721. Prior to this case it was 
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All conditions precedent to the former right to bring error 
are still conditions precedent to the right to appeal, and the 
objection must have been distinctly taken and brought to the 
attention of the judge before verdict. The objection also must 
be on a point which could have been the subject of a bill of 
exceptions (o). 

But it is unnecessary to draw up a bill of exceptions (p) before 
verdict, or to have the same sealed by the judge, or to comply with 
any other requirements in the nature of procedure on which the 
right to bring error depended. 

Sub-Sect. 4, — Judges and Sittings* 

283. In very few of the charters granting these courts was there 
any provision made for the judge being a professional lawyer. But 
now where there is a recorder of the borough he is to act as judge, 
except where the court is regulated by a local Act of Parliament, 
or where at the time of the passing of the Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1835(7), a barrister of five years* standing acted as judge or 
assessor of the court. In those cases where there was in 1835 a 
judge who was a barrister of five years* standing the appointment 
of the judge is by the corporation. In other cases the officer of the 
borough designated by the charter or by custom of the court is to be 
the judge, and power is given to the corporation to appoint such 
officer (r). 

If an Order in Council («) should be made enlarging the district 
of any inferior court of record the judge of which is not a barrister, 
or a special pleader, or a solicitor who has practised as such for 
ten years, the persons in whom the appointment is vested must 
within three months of the Order in Council, at a meeting called for 
the purpose, appoint a judge qualified as aforesaid, subject to His 


doubtful how far and in what manner appeals to the High Couit lay from those 
inferior courts of record to which the enactments as to appeals from county 
courts had not been applied by Order in Council under s. 15 of the Judicature 
Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77), and where there were neither any statute 
nor any rules of the inferior court regulating such appeals. In 1888 a parlia- 
mentary paper (Parliamentary Paper, 1888 (C. 187), continued by Parliamentary 
Paper, 1888 (0. 187, I.)) reported that in some cases it was unknown whether 
there was an appeal, and that in others there was none. 

(o) Darlow v. Shuttleivorth, [1902J 1 K. B. 721, at p. 733. By the Inferior 
Courts Act, 1779 (19 Geo. 8, a 70), s. 5, as amended by the Imprisonment for 
Debt Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, o. 71), s. 6, enor or supersedeas in the case of a 
veidict under £20, in any inferior court of record, may only be brought if the 
defendant finds two sureties to assure the prosecution of me appeal, and the 
payment of the debt and costs of the appellant if unsuccessful. 

(p) By the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. c. 66), s. 69, Sched. XLIX., 
repealed by the Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet c. 77), s. 16, bills of exception 
and prooe^ings in error were abolished so for as regaius the High Court. 

(7) 6 & 6 Will. 4, 0. 76. 

(r) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. In 
1894 the Beoorder of Worcester had doubts as to the meaning of this enact- 
ment, and refused to hold the Court of Pleas of the borough. A mandamus, 
however, was applied for, and a rule absolute made commanding him to hold 
the court (see 96 L. T. Jo. 267). 

(«) Under the Small Debts Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. 0 . 127), s. 9. 
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Majesty’s approval, and in default of such appointment His Majesty 
has power to appoint a duly qualified judge (a). 

Every judge or assessor of a borough civil court other than the 
mayor holds (b) his office during good behaviour. 

284 . The recorder has power given to him to appoint a barrister 
of five years’ standing to act as deputy for him at the present or 
next court or courts. 

The Crown is empowered (c) by Order in Council to make rules 
as to the appointment of deputy judges and assistant judges. This 
power has been exercised by an Order in Council of 26th June, 
1873 (d), which requires the appointment to be in writing, specify- 
ing the reasons for, the extent of, and the duration of the appoint- 
ment, and that it shall be approved by the Lord Chancellor. 

The authority having the appointment of a recorder has power 
to appoint a deputy if the recorder is unable to do so {e). 

285 . The Lord Chancellor is empowered to remove any judge 
of an inferior court of record for misbehaviour or incapacity (J). 

286 . The courts are directed to be held for the trial of issues 
of fact and of law four times at least in each year, and with no 
greater interval than four months between two consecutive courts. 

Subject to this provision, in cases where the recorder is the 
judge, the court is to be held when the recorder thinks fit or the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department directs (y). 

Sub-Sect. 6,— ’Juries, 

287 . All burgesses are, unless exempt or disqualified, qualified 
and liable to serve on juries for the trial of issues in the borough 
civil court. The clerk of the peace and the registrar of the borough 
civil court are directed to summon a sufficient number of persons 
qualified and liable if there is any cause to be tried at the borough 
civil court. No person shall be summoned to serve as a juror 
more than once a year (either at quarter sessions or in the civil 
court) until every person qualified and liable has been summoned. 
Non-attendance or wilful withdrawal is punishable by fine at the 
discretion of the court Qi). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Officers and Fees, 

288 . Corporations are under the obligation to appoint a registrar 
for the borough civil court, who is to be either the town clerk or a 
separate officer, and also other requisite officers (i). 

(а) Under the Small Debts Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 127), 8. 9. 

(б) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 177. 

(c) Borough and Local Courts of Record Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 86). s. 7. 

{a) Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. VI., Infeiior Court, England, 
p. 6. 

(e) Recorders, Stipendiary Magistrates, and Clerks of the Peace Act, 1906 
(6 Edw. 7, c. 46). 

(/) SmaU Debts Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 127), s. 10. 

(g) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 180. 

(A) lUd,, s. 186. As to jurors in the Cinque Ports, see s. 248 (6), which, 
however, only iQentions quarter sessions. See generally title J URIES. 

(i) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, c. 60), s. 178 (1), (2). 
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The town council are empowered to fix fees subject to the 
approval of the Home Secretary. If fees are not so fixed, they are 
to be the same as those taken before 1885 {k). 

Sitb-Seot. 7 . — Removal of Cau8e$» 

289. The removal of causes from inferior courts of record into 
the High Court is effected by writ of certiorari issued to the inferior 
court of record (i), directing the record to be removed into the High 
Court {m). Certiorari always lies except where taken away by 
statute (n). It appears, therefore, that any action in an inferior 
court can be removed into the King’s Bench Division at any stage 
before judgment (o). In addition to removal by certiorari^ any 
proceedings in an inferior court in which the defence or a counter- 
claim involves matter beyond the jurisdiction of that court may be 
transferred to the High Court on an order of the High Court or a 
judge thereof, which may be made on the application of any party 
to the proceedings (p). Judgments of an inferior court may be 
removed into the High Court for the purpose of execution ( 5 ). 

Sect. 2. — Courts of Pie Poudre. 

290. Courts of pie poudre (?•) are in many cases granted to 
boroughs in their charter. These courts, which are courts of 
record, had jurisdiction to decide as to all manner of contracts, 
trespasses, covenants, and debts done within the time of fairs or 
markets and within their precincts. The jurisdiction only extends 


{k) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 60), s. 178 (3), (4). 

(i!) There were two modes by which causes in the inferior courts could be 
removed into the superior courts at Westminster. The first was by certiorari ^ 
and the second by a writ of habeas corpus cum causd^ which lay when the 
defendant had been attached by his person or arrested on mesne process, and 
was directed to the ofificer in whose custody he was to bring him up and 
surrender him to the marshal of the King’s Bench or the warden of the King’s 
prison. It also lay to his bail for the same purpose. Since 1838, when mesne 
process in inferior com-ts was abolished by the Judgments Act, 1838 (1 & 2 
Viet. c. 110), this mode of removal by habeas corpus cum causd is no longer in 
use (see Archbold, Practice, 8th ed., p. 1152). 

(m) Formerly into the Chancery or the King’s Bench (FItz. Nat. Brev. 245; 
see also Archbold, Practice, 8th ed., p. 1156). 

(n) Goodriyht d. Sadler v, Dring (1823), 2 JDow. & By. (k. b.) 407 ; Patterson d. 

Oradridge v. Eades (1824), 3 B. & C. 550. “ A writ of certiorari is a matter 

of course ” ; Symonds v. Dimsdale (1848), 2 Ex. 633. As to certiorari generally, 
see title Chown Practice. 

( 0 ) B. V. Seton {Inhabitants) (1797), 7 Term Kep. 373 ; Kemp v. Balne (1844), 
1 Dow. & L. 885. 

{p) Judica ture A ct, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 90. See title County 
Courts, Vol. VTH., p. 434. 

(^ Iiiferior Courts Act, 1779 (19 Geo. 3, c. 70), s. 4 ; Judgments Act, 1838 
(I & 2 Yict. 0 . 110), s. 22; Borough and Local Courts of Record Act, 1872 
(35 & 36 Yict. 0 . 86), Sched. 9, 12. And see titles Execution; Judgments 
AND Orders. 

(r) Pie poudre is usually derived from pes pulvericatus (dusty foot). Baines 
Barrington, however. Bursts that Uie true derivation is pied pulaeraux (old 
French for “ pedlar ”)(OD8ervation8 on Statutes, 3rd ed., p. 382. See ^so 
Gneist, History of the English Constitution, Vol. I., p. 381 ; Carter, History of 
English liCgal Institutions, 1st ed., p. 256). As to these couii» see stat. (1477-8) 
17 Edw. 4, c. 2« 
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fco questions arising at the particular fair or market in question, 
and not to those arising at any previous one. If it appears 
that the cause of action is not within the jurisdiction of the court 
of pie poudre, the plaintiff is remitted for his remedy to the ordinary 
courts. The law administered in the courts of pie poudre is the 
law merchant. The court of pie poudre is only authorised to sit on 
a day for which the fair or market is granted by the charter, and not 
on any other day on which the fair or market may actually be held (5). 
The procedure in courts of pie poudre is simple— pleas are begun 
without a writ, and an answer has to be made within a day, in 
many cases within an hour. Pleas may be adjourned from hour to 
hour and from day to day. Judgment may be deferred to the time 
of another fair or market (t). Courts of pie poudre are almost 
obsolete, except in the case of Bristol (w). 

Sect. 8. — Court of the Clerk of the Markets, 

291. There was formerly an officer of the King’s household 
called the Clerk of the Markets of the King’s Household, who 
had jurisdiction to inquire whether weights and measures were 
according to the King’s standard or no (a). The charters of many 
boroughs contain a grant of a court of the Clerk of the Markets {bf 
By such a grant the jurisdiction of the Clerk of the Markets of the 
King’s Household is ousted, and the corporation has jurisdiction to 
inquire of weights and measures (c) in its court of the clerk of the 
markets. 

The Clerk of the Markets is entitled to a fee for sealing weights 
and measures, but not merely for viewing them (d). 

Sect. 4. — Courts oj the Staple, 

292. Some boroughs possessed a court of the staple (e), in which 
justice was administered according to the law merchant by the 


U) Y. B. 22 Edw. 4, 33 (B). 

h) Selden Society, Yol. XXIII., p. 26. ‘‘ Secundain iiaturam curie pedis 

pulveris ati percusum fieri debet de bora in horam a die in diem etnon ulterms.” 
P. E. 0. Coram Eege Boll, 802, m. 87a. This was on account of the need of 
expedition “ propter personas qui celorem habere debent justiciam, sicut sunt 
mercatores quibus exhibetur justicia pepoudrous ” (Bract, f. 334). 

(w) Seidell Society, Vol. XaIII,, p. 2 o. 

(a) He is to this day called dericus mercati hoapitn regia ^ for of ancient time 
there was a continual market kept at the court gate (4 Co. Inst. 2“/ 3). 

{h) “ Le clerke de market est auciet officer, et couiot voire quo touts, weights 
et measures Roient accordant al estandord le roy, que demur in leschequer a 
Westm, et il tient court, et fait proces al vicount, et bailies de villes de retomer 
panels auant lui a certaine jour, per que il inquirera de chobes incidents a son 
oiEce ” (Crompton on Courts, p. 220). “ This officer hath a court which he may 
still keep, and hold plea therein of that which belongs to his office . . . but it 
seems he can inflict no punishment, nor proceed further than to take the present- 
ment of the offenders, and then impose fine or amerciament upon them according 
to the statutes ** (Sheppard, Office of the Clerk of the Market, pp. 118, 119). 

fc) 4 Co. Inst. 274. 

(d) As to corporations having a grant of this franchise, see poat^ under the 
names of the several corporations. 

(«) ** The woi*d staple, anciently written estaple, commeth of the French word 
t$ia^ which signifletn a mart or market ” (4 Co. Inst. 238). 


Sect, 2. 
Courts of 
Pie Poudre. 


rierk of the 
Markets. 


Courts of the 
staple. 
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Sect. 4. mayor and constables of each staple. A statute of Edward III. (/) 
Courts of enacted that merchants coming to the staple should be ruled by the 
th e Sta ple, law merchant as to all things touching the staple ; pleas of land, 
however, were to be tried by the common law. A mayor of the 
staple and two constables were elected annually by the merchants 
aliens as well as denizens ; and two aliens were chosen by the mer- 
chant strangers to try causes touching such merchants (g). When 
an inquest (jury) was had to try a cause it consisted wholly of aliens 
or denizens when both parties were aliens or denizens respectively, 
but half of aliens and half of denizens when one party was an alien 
and the other a denizen (li). The mayor and the constables were to 
be sworn in the Chancery to do lawfully that which pertain unto 
them (t). These courts are now practically obsolete. 

Sect. 5. — Partiadar Courts (j). 

(i.) Abingdon, 

Abingdon. 293 . The Abingdon Court of Eecord has jurisdiction in personal 
actions up to £10 (/c). It is directed to be held weekly. There is 
a recorder of Abingdon, who is consequently judge of the court (t). 

The proceedings are as at common law under the old practice 
of the superior courts before 1852. The court has been in abey- 
ance since 1836. No rules of court or tables of fees are in 
existence. 

There is also a court of pie poudre (m), which had long been out of 
use in 1885, and a court leet (n). 

(ii.) Alston Moor. 

Alston Moor. 294 . The Lords of the Admiralty are lords of the manor of 
Alston Moor, in the county of Cumberland, and have there a court 


(/) Statute of tliG Staple (27 Edw. 3, stat. 2), repealed by Statute Law Eevisiou 
Act, 1863 (26 «& 27 Viet. c. 125). This repeal does not “affect any principle 
or rule of law or equity, or established jurisdiction, form or course of pleading, 
practice or procedure, or existing usage, franchise, liberty, custom, privilege, 
restriction, exemption, office or appointment, notwithstanding that the same 
respectively- may have been in any manner affirmed, recognised, or derived by, 
in or from any enactment hereby repealed.” The sta^e of wools, leather, 
woolfels, and lead were directed to be held at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, York, 
Lincoln, Norwich, Westminster, Canterbury, Chichester, Winchester, Exeter, 
and Bristol, and at Kaermerdyn in Wales c. 1) ; “ and because that 

merchants may not often long tarry in one place for levying of their mer- 
chandises, we will and grant, that speedy right be done from day to day and from 
hour to hour” {iUd,y c. 19). 

ig) Statute of the Staple (27 Edw. 3, stat. 2, cc. 21, 24). 

ih) Ibid*j c. 8. 

ft) Ibid,, 0. 23. 

in Where a borough referred to in this section has a recorder it is so stated. 

(A;) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabeth 
(Pat. Eol. 7 Eliz., Part H. (1666)). 

(i) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante* 

(m) See p. 137, ante, 

(n) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Philip and Mary 
(Pat. Eol. 3 & 4 Phil. & Mar., Paii; YI. (166'^). Appendix to Eeport of the 
Munioip^ Corporations Commissioners, 1836, Part I., pp. 3 — 6. Informa tior 
kindly given by the town clerk. See p. 216, post* 
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leet (o) and view of frankpledge with a court baron (p) and customary Biot. s. 
court (q). The jurisdiction extends to debts and amerciaments up to Parttonlar 
J.'2, and to the assessment of damages done by the working of Comrts. 
mines and minerals within the said manor. The judge is a certified 
solicitor appointed by the Lords of the Admiralty, with a salary of 
£10 a year. There is also an oflScer of the court, with a salary 
of £5 a year (r). The latest plaints entertained in this court 
seem to have been in 1895 (s). 

(iii.) Andover^ 

296. TheboroughofAndevor, or Andover, has a court of record (a) Andorer. 
with jurisdiction over all classes of actions where the amount in 
dispute does not exceed J04O. The court has apparently been in 
abeyance since 1812 (h). The borough has a recorder, who is 
consequently judge of the court(c). The corporation has also a 
court leet (d). 

(iv.) Arundel. 

296. The incorporation of Arundel rests on a judgment of the Arundel. 
Queen’s Bench in the reign of Elizabeth {e) on an information of 

quo warranto^ in which it was held that the inhabitants are entitled 
to hold a court every three weeks with a jurisdiction limited to 40«., 
and in that court to choose portreeves, constables, and sergeants- 
at-mace. Apparently there has been no action in this court since 
1798 (/). 

(v.) Banbury, 

297. The Banbury Court of Record (9) has jurisdiction over all Banburyi 
classes of actions where the amount in dispute does not exceed £40. 

The pleadings are as at common law under the old practice. The 
court was held before the mayor or his deputy, assisted by the town 
clerk as assessor and registrar. The court was for a long time in 
abeyance, but was revived shortly before 1835, and the practice 
and machinery revised by Serjeant Talfourd, the then deputy 
recorder. The borough has a recorder, who is consequently the 
judge of the court. 

A copy of regulations or ** Ordynances for the Courte and the 


( 0 ) See p. 215, post, 

(p) See p. 216, post, 

(q) See p. 216, post, 

(r) Parpamentary Paper, 1887 [C. 187], Ixxxii. 160. 

(a) Judicial Sta^tics for 1894, Parliamentary Paper, 1896 [0. 8263], xci 7 . 1. 

(a) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabelh 
(Pat. Rol. 41 Eliz., Part XII., f. 23). 

(b) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Partn., pp. 1081—1088. 

(c) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), as. 175, 176. 

(d) See p. 215, post. 

(e) 28 Eliz., 22nd June, 1 586. 

^^^jAppendix to Beport of the Municipal Coiporations Commissioners, 1835^ 

(cr) This court is held under the authority of a charter of George I. (Pat Eol. 
4 Geo. 1 TIL, No. 1), oonfinning charter 1 Mary, granted 26th 

H.L.— IX. I 
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SSOT. S. 

Fartienlar 

ConrtB. 


High Peak 

Barmote 

Goorti, 


Ofifye’s of the Same,” dated 4 & 5 Phil. & Mar., is in existence, as 
is a printed set of rules and forms dated 1841. 

The borough has also a grant of courts of pie poudre {h) daring 
the fairs and markets, but these courts have long been disused (i)» 
There is also a court leet(A;)» 

(vi.) Barmote Courts of High PtaK 

298 . The Great Barmote (Z) Courts and the Small Barmote 
Courts of High Peak are ancient courts with jurisdiction relating 
to mining rights and civil pleas in the King’s Field or King’s 
ree(m) and other parts of the hundred of High Peak, in the 
county of Derby, where His Majesty is entitled to mineral duties. 

These courts are now regulated by statute {n\ and are courts of 
record (o). The judge is the steward, who is appointed by His 
Majesty under the seal of the Duchy of Lancaster, or his deputy. 
The qualification for the oflBce is either being a barrister of five 
years’ standing, a special pleader of ten years* standing, or a 
solicitor of seven years’ standing (p). 

The officers of the courts are the head barmoster and deputy 
barmasters (q). Two Great Barmote Courts are directed to be 
held at Moniash during the year, but at present only one is held, 
about Midsummer and Small Barmote Courts at places fixed by 
the steward as they may be required (s). The business transacted 
in the Great Barmote Court is the swearing in of the grand jury, 
and bills of directions, cross bills etc. relating to mining rights {t). 
The jurisdiction of the Small Barmote Courts includes actions of 
title, trespass, and debt (w). This jurisdiction is not exclusive {v). 

Causes may be removed by certioran on reasonable cause shown 
by affidavit, but not otherwise (w). 

The steward and grand jury have power to make new rules and 
customs, with the approval of the Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, for the better regulation of the working and carrying on 


f A) See p. 136, ante, 

(t) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 9 — 15. Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(k) Boe p. 215, post. 

ll) Barmote, i.e. ** bargh-mote.” Bargh=‘*a mine whereout of metalls are 
dig^d’^ (W. Eobertson (1693), Phraseologia Generalis 207). The privileges 
of tne miners in High Peak were ascertained and confirmed at an inquisioon 
held at Ashbourne 1287 A. n. 

(m) The Bang's Field of High Peak includes the liberties of Castleton, 
BradweU, Hucklow, Winster, Moniash, Taddington, and Upper Haddon. 

(n) Bhgh Peak Mining Customs and Mineral Courts Act, 1851 (14 & 15 
Yiot. 0 . 94). Bee also title Mines, Mineeals and Quaebies. 

! p) Ibid., 8. 15. 
p) Ibid., BS. 3, 4, 5, 15. 

^ Ibid., ss. 9—14. 

r) Information kindly ^ven by the Barmaster of the High Peak. 
s) High Peak Mining Customs and Mineral Courts Act, 1851 (14 & 15 'Viot 
C. 94), 8. 6. 

(0 Ibid., 8. 7. 
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of the mines within the district, and for the guidance and protec- 
tion of the mines, and for regulating the practice and proceedings 
of the Great and Small Barmote Courts and of views and other 
proceedings, and for the execution of any process of these courts (x). 
New and additional rules and customs were made in 1859 under 
this power (y). 

The procedure as to grant of new trials, setting aside judgments, 
and stay of proceedings is similar to that of the High Court («). 
The issue of subpoenas (which may be served in any part of 
England), execution, and other matters are regulated by statute (js). 

(vii.) Barmote CourU of Wirheworth aud its Liberties, 

299 . These are similar courts to those of High Peak (a). They 
also are regulated by statute (5). The jurisdiction extends over the 
King’s Pield in the soke and wapentake of Wirksworth, and also 
over five other liberties (c). The Crown has power to appoint a 
steward for the Wirksworth Barmote Courts (d), and the persons 
entitled to the first estate of freehold in the mineral duties payable 
in the several liberties have power to appoint stewards for these 
liberties (e). The qualification of stewards (/), provisions as to 
certiorari (g), jurisdiction of courts Qi), procedure etc., are similar 
to those in the case of the Barmote Courts of High Peak. The 
courts are courts of record (i). Rules and customs are scheduled to 
the Act regulating the court (k). 

(viii.) Barnstaple. 

800 . Tlib corporation of Barnstaple have a court of record {l\ 
which was directed to be held before the mayor, recorder, and aider- 
men, or any two of them, and has jurisdiction in personal actions to 
any amount. The practice is similar to that of the King’s Bench 
before the Common Law Procedure Act, 1852 (m). It is said that 
the only table of costs in existence is nearly three hundred years old. 


(ac) High Peak Mining Customs and Mineral Courts Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet, 
c. 94), s. 56. 

[y) Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., Inferior Coui’ts, England, 

р. 03. 

(z) High Peak Mining Customs and Mineral Courts Act, 1851 (14 & 15 
Viet. c. 94). 

(a) See p. 140, ante, 

(b) Derbyshire Mining Customs and Mineral Courts Act, 1852 (15 & 10 Viet, 

с. cbtiii.). 

(c) (1) Ashford, Hartington, Peak For^, and Tidoswoll ; (2) Ciich; 
(3) Stoney Middleton and Eyam ; (4) Youlgrave; and (6) Litton, 

(J) Derbyshire Mining Customs and Mineral Courts Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet, 
c. clxiiL), 8. 3. 

(e) IhiiLj 8s. 3, 4. 

(/) Ibid, 

ig) Tbid,f 88. 38, 60. 

(A) Ibid,j 8. 16, 

(f) lbid,y B, 24, 

(Ar) lbid,j Schedule. 

([) This court is held under the authority of a charter of 8 James I. (1610) 
fPai EoL, 9 Jac. 1. Part H., No. 15). ' ' 

* (i») 15 & 16 Viet c. 76. 
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No rules of the court are known to be in existence (n). The borough 
has a recorder, who is consequently judge of the court (o)* 

(ix.) Basingstoke* 

301. The Basingstoke Court of Record has jurisdiction in personal 
actions up to £10(;7), The court is directed to be held weekly 
before the mayor, chief steward, and aldermen. It has been in 
abeyance for a very long period. 

There is also a court of ancient demesne for the levying of 
fines and recoveries of lands of ancient demesne within the manor 
of Basingstoke (q) and a court leet(r), having jurisdiction over 
nineteen tithings, which is held twice a year before the town clerk 
as steward of the leet (s). 

The charters also grant to the corporation a court of pie poudre (0> 
which, however, has not been held for many years. 

(x.) Bath* 

302. The Bath Court of Record {n) has jurisdiction in personal 
actions to any amount within the city and its suburbs, liberties, 
and precincts, including Bathwick {x)* The procedure is the 
same as that of the old superior courts before 1852. There is 
a recorder, who is consequently judge of the court. The last trial 
held in this court was in 1821. 

There is a court leet(2/) held before the town clerk as steward of 
the manor {z)* 

(xi.) Beaumaris* 

303. The Beaumaris Court of Record (a) has jurisdiction over 
personal actions up to or exceeding 40s. The court is directed to 
be held weekly every Thursday before the mayor or bailiffs. It 
has been in abeyance since 1779. 


(n) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part L, p. 427. 

(o) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. 

( p) This court is hold under the authority of charters of James I. and Charles I. 
^riginalia Eol., 20 Jac. 1, Part I., Eot. 61, granted let July, 1622, and 
PatKol., 17 Car. 1, Part VI., No. 11, granted 20th August, 1621). The ch^ters 
only differ in the title of the corporation. 

(q) See title Eeal PaoPERxy and Cuattels Real ; and Fines and Recoveries 
Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 74), s. 5. 

(r) See p. 215, post, 

(s) ^pendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IL, pp. 1101, 1102. The court leet dates back at least to 1390 (Baigent 
and Millard, History of Basingstoke, pp. 173, 247). Information kindly given 
by the town clerk. 

(i) See p. 136, ante. 

(u) This court is held under the authority of a charter of George HI. (Pat. 
Rol., 34 Geo. 3 (1790), Part VI., No. 13), granted 12th February, 1794. 

(as) Under a charter of 32 Eliz. (Pat. Rol., f, 7) the jurisdiction did 
not include Bathwick, but in 1769 the jurisdiction was extended over that 
^WM^lgstatute (9 Geo. 3, c. 95), This statute is confirmed by the charter of 

M See p. 215, posU 

(s) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Oommissioners, 1835, 
Part n.,pp, 1111—1117. 

(a) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Elizabeth (Pat. EoL, 
4Elii.,PartVn.,p.89). 
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A court \eet(b), to be held twice a year, was granted by the 
charter, and there is a court of pie poudre (c). 

(xii.) Btcdei. 

304. The corporation of Beccles have a court of record, entitled 
the Beccles Fen Court (d), which has jurisdiction in actions which 
concern the fen or the ordinances and statutes relating to it. The 
court is directed to be held weekly every Tuesday before the portreeve 
(now mayor), surveyors, and common clerk (e). The court has been 
in abeyance since 1741. The procedure is regulated by the laws 
and ordinances of the town (/). 

(xiii.) Bedford, 

305. The Bedford Court of Pleas ((/) has jurisdiction in real and 
personal actions to any amount, except where either the corporation 
or the Crown is a party. The court has been in abeyance since 1789. 
The procedure appears to be unknown. There is a recorder of the 
borough, who is consequently judge of the court (ft). There is also 
a court leet (i). 

(xiv.) Berwick-upon-Tweed, 

306. The Court of Pleas of Berwick-upon-Tweed (ft) has jurisdic- 
tion over all actions, real, personal, and mixed, to any amount. The 
court is directed to be held every second week. The procedure is 
by attachment of goods or by serviceable process (1). There is a 
recorder of the borough, who is consequently judge of the court (?/i). 

The corporation also has a court leet (n), held twice a year (o). 

(xv.) Beverley, 

307. The Beverley Court of Record (p) has jurisdiction in actions 
personal and mixed to any amount. The court is directed to be 


{b) See p. 215, poet, 

(c) Appendix to Eeport of tho Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Partly., pp. 2581 — 2587. See p. 130, ante, 

(d) This court is held under the authority of a charter of James I. 

(tj) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IV., pp. 2129—2138. 

(f) “A Collection of divers Public Lawes, Ordinances) and Constitutions etc.,” 
confirmed 28th September, 1613. 

(^r) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles II. (Put. RoL 
16 Car. 2, Part L, No. 3). 

(A) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 50), ss. 175, 176. 

a Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
iV., pp. 2103—2116. There is a rejnilar record of the proceedings of the 
court from 1626 to 1789. Information kindly given by the town clerk, 
p. 215, ymt, 

(k) This court is held under the authority of a charter of James I., 2 Jac. 1, 
Part XVT. The court was originally granted by a charter of 30 Edw. 1 . 

(/) A table of costs is given in the Appendix to the Report of the Municipal 
Corporations Commissioners, 1835, Part III., p. 1446. 

(m) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 50), ss. 175, 176. 

(n) See p. 215, poet, 

(o) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 18*. 5, 
Part nt, pp. 1435—1445. 

(p) This court is stated to be held under the authority of a charter of James 
IL, which is not on the Patent Boll, The charters of James IL are in many 
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held weekly before the mayor, recorder, and aldemen, or any three 
of them, of whom the mayor or recorder is to be one. The 
procedure is by way of serviceable process. A table of fees is in 
existence (<j). The court fell into abeyance about 1846, after the 
establishment of the present system of county courts (?•)• 

The corporation also has a court leet («), granted by a charter 
of Elizabeth (t). 

(xvi.) Bewdley, 

308. The Bewdley Court of Record (w) has jurisdiction in 
actions, mixed and personal, up to j£100. It is directed to be 
held fortnightly before the mayor or his deputy, but has been 
in abeyance since about 1817. 

The corporation has also a court leet (a), held twice a year, 
which also has fallen into desuetude (t). 

(xvii.) Bideford^ 

309. The Civil Court or Court of Record of Bideford (c) has 
jurisdiction over real and personal actions to any amount. It is 
directed by the charter to be held every three weeks, or at such 
other times as shall seem expedient. There is a recorder of the 
borough, and consequently he is the judge of the court (cJ). The 
practice is that of the former Court of Common Pleas at Westminster 
before 1852. The court is still held four times a year, but no 
process has been issued for many years (e). 

(xviii.) Birmingham, 

310. The Borough Court of Birmingham (/) had jurisdiction 
conferred on it in personal actions up to iJ20, and in actions of 


COSOS of doubtful validity, but with respect to courts they are usually identical 
with the preceding charters, t,c., in the case of Beverley, Pat, Rob, 4 Car. 1, 
Part HI., No. 61 ; Pat. Rob, 15 Car. 2, Part XVI., No. 3. Each of these 
charters confimied the charter of 15 Eliz., which granted the couit to the 
corporation. 

h) Printed in Poulson, Beverlao, p. 419, 

( r) Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(fi) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part III., pp. 1463— 14G0. See p. 215, post. 

(0 See Beverley Town Documents, Selden Society, p. xxxvii. 

(u) This charter is held under the authority of a charter of James I. (Pat. 
Rob, 3 Jao. 1, Part XIV.). This patent was sunendered to James 11. and a 
now charter granted, '^hich surrender and grant was held to be invalid, 
and the charter of James I. was confirmed by a charter of 7 Ann. 

(«) See p. 215, post. 

(h) Appendix to Report of the Mrmicipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part III, pp. 1771-1773. 

(0 This court is held under the authority of a charter of James I. (Pat. Bob, 
10 Jao. 1), granted 20th December, 1618. 

S Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
4, ante. 

(e) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part 435 — 440. Information kindly given by the town clerk, 

(/) This oourt was granted to the corporation by a charter of Queen Victoria 
rpat. Bob, 2 Viet., Part XIV., No. 7), gmated 3Ut October, 1838. TT.B.— This 
11 the latest instanoe of the grant of a local court of record by charter. 
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ejectment between landlord and tenant where the rent does not 
exceed £20 and no fine is reserved. This jorisdiction is now 
excluded in all oases in which the county court has jurisdic- 
tion (g). There is a recorder of Birmingham, who is consequently 
judge of the court (/<)• The court has not been held for many 
years. 

(.xix.) Blarvl/ord Forum, 

311. The Blandford Forum Court of Record (i) has jurisdiction 
in personal actions up to £10. The court is direoted to be 
held every three weeks before the mayor or his deputy or the town 
clerk (y). The court has been in abeyance since the end of the 
eighteenth century, and no records are known to be in e'ristence. 

The corporation has also a court leet (&), under a grant of the 
manor by James I. of even date with the charter (i). 

(xx.) Bodmin, 

312. The Bodmin Court of Becord (m) has jurisdiction in all 
personal actions not exceeding £100. It is directed to be held on 
Monday in each week before the mayor or common clerk or town 
clerk. It has also jurisdiction in actions as to land within the 
borough. There are no rules of court or tables of fees in existence. 
This court has not been held for over one hundred years. 

There is also a court of pie poudre (n), but it has boon in 
abeyance from before 1835 (o), 

(xxi.) Boston, 

313. The Boston Court of Pleas (p) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held twice a week before the mayor, four aldermen 
justices of the peace (two of the quorum), the recorder, and 
town clerk. 

The process of the court is as in the old superior courts of 
common law before 1862. The court appears to have been in 
abeyance for many years. 


(0) By Order in Council dated 29th December, 1853 (Statutory Buies and 
Orders Kevised, Vol, VI., Inferior Court, England, jp. 6). 

(h) Municipal Corporations Act, 1682 (id & 46 Yict. o. 50), Bs, 175, 176. See 
p. 184, ante. 

(1) This court is held under the authori^ of a charter of James I. (Pat. BoL, 
3 Jac. 1, Part VII., i, 12), granted 15th November, 1605, 

(J) Formerly before the bailiff, or the steward or recorder, or his deputy, the 
town clerk. 

(k) See p. 215, post. 

(/) Appendix to Beport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IL, pp. 1133, 1134. 

fm) This court is held under the authority of a charter of George III. (Pat. 

Eol, 38 Geo. 3, Part IX., No. 6). ^ 

fn) This court is g^ted by the charter of George HI. ; see p. 136, ante. 

(o) Appendix to Beport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 

Part I., pp. 443—445. 

(p) T^ court is held under the authority of a charter of Henir Ym. (PaL 

BoL, 37 Hen. 8, Part IV.). y v 
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The corporation has also a court of pie poudre (q) and a grant of a 
court of the Clerk of the Market (r). 

The charter of Henry VIII. grants a court leet («) to the corpora- 
tion, with jurisdiction over the manors of Boose Hall, Hussey 
Hall, and Hall Garth, within the borough (t). 

(xxii.) Biecon, 

314 . The Brecon Court of Kecord (u) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held twice a week before the mayor, aldermen, and 
town clerk, or any two of them. 

The process of the court is by summons and attachment of 
goods. If the defendant does not appear, judgment goes by 
default ; if he appears, the steps in the action are declaration and 
bill of particulars, a plea is demanded at the next court and issue 
joined, and a jary is summoned for the court next following (x). 
Tiie court has been in abeyance for many years. 

The corporation also has a court leet (a). 

(xxiii.) Bridgnorth* 

316 . The Bridgnorth Court of Eecord(t) has jurisdiction in 
all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The borough 
has a recorder, who is consequently judge of the court (c). The 
practice is as in the old Court of King’s Bench before 1862 (d). 

(xxiv.) Bridgwater* 

316 . The Bridgwater Civil Court or Court of Eecord (f) has 
jurisdiction in personal actions to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held every week. The borough has a recorder, 
who is consequently judge of the court. The practice of the 
court is similar to that of the old Court of Common Pleas before 
1852 (/), and rules were made in 1827 and 1832 in conformity 
with those of the Court of Common Pleas {cj). 


{(]) See p. 130, ante* 

\r) See p. 137, ante* 

(s) See p, 215, post* 

A charter of Queen Elizabeth (1572-3) granted a court of Admiralty to 
this corporation (see p. 105, ante)* Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal 
Corporatipns Commissioners, 1836, JPart IV., pp. 2151— 215C. 

ill) This court is held under tlie authority of a charter of Philip and Mary 
(Pat. Eol., 2 & 3 PhiL & Mar., Part III,, granted 3rd May, 1550). 

{x) Information as to the costs will be found in the Appendix to the Eeport 
of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, Part 1., p. 180. 

(a) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 177 — 181 ; see p. 215, poU* 

E This court is held under the authority of a charter of Henry VI. (1425). 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vici c. 5^, as. 175, 176. 
Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part III, p. 1781. 

(e) Thin court is held under the authority of a charter of Clharles U. (Pat. 
Eol., 35 Car. 2, Part VI., No. 6). 

(/) Information as to the fees of the court is given in the Appendix to tha 
Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Coxnmissioners, 1835, Part i., p. 464. 

(y) Thid*^ Part L, pp. 463, 464. 
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(xxv.) BridporU 

817 . The Bridport Court of Record (A) has jurisdiction in all 
personal actions up to £ 20 . The court is directed to be held 
once in three weeks before the mayor (i). 

The process is by serviceable process, and the subsequent 
proceedings are as those in the superior courts of common law 
before 1852. 

The court has been in abeyance since 1787. No rules or tables of 
fees are in existence. 

The corporation has a court leet (j), held before the mayor, the 
town clerk acting as clerk of the court (fc). 

(xxvi.) Bristol, 

818 . The Tolzey Court of Bristol {1) lias jurisdiction in all 
mixed and personal actions to any amount. The court also 
possesses the power of foreign attachment. At the time of the 
passing of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1835 (///), a barrister 
of five years’ standing was judge of the court, and consequently 
the recorder is not necessarily the judge. At the present time, 
however, the recorder of Bristol is the judge of the court (n). 

The corporation has also a court of pie poudre which is held 
during fourteen days annually. The holding of the Court of Tolzey 
is suspended during the holding of the Court of Pie Poudre, which 
court is held ns a continuation of the Court of Tolzey. 

In 1871 an Order in Council was made applying certain provisions 
of the Common Law Procedure Acts, 1852 ( p), 1854 (g), and 1860 (?*)> 
and of the Summary Procedure on Bills of Exchange Act, 1855 («), 
to the Bristol Courts of Tolzey and Pie Poudre {i). In 1873 another 

{h) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles II. (Pat. 
Rol., 18 Car. 2, Part V., No. 10), granted 15th August, IGOG, confirming a charter 
of 17 Jac. 1 (granted 2nd November, 1619), and increasing the jurisdiction 
of the court from £10 to £20. 

(t) Formerly before the bailiffs (cf whom there were two) and the deputy 
recorder, or any two of them. 

{j) See p. 215, p(>8t, 

(A:) Appen<lix to Peport of the ^lunicipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part II., pp. 1139 — 1 H3. Information xindly given by the town clerk. 

(/) This court, which is held under the authority of a charter of Queen Anne 
(Pat. Rol., 9 Ann., Part V., No. llh granted 24th July, 1710, was originally that 
of the bailiffs of the humlred. When Biistol became a royal residence this 
court became united with that of the Lord Steward of the Household. Richard 
II. by a charter of the nineteenth year of his reign granted that the Steward, 
Marshal, and Clei k of the Market of the King’s Household should not sit pr 
exercise their office within the town. As to securing attendance of defendant, 
see Be Price, Ex parte Sear (1881), 17 Ch. D. 74, C. A. 

(m) 5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76. 

(n) It must be noted that the three Orders in Council mentioned later direct 
that the powers of the court or a judge are to be exercised by the recorder ol 
Bristol or his duly appointed deputy. Parliamentary Paper, 1888 (0. 187), 

109, states that the recorder is ex-officio judge of the couit. 

i o) See p 136, ante, 

p) 15 16 Viet. c. 76. 

q) 17 A 18 Viet c. 125. 

r) 23 & 24 Viet. c. 126. 

(8) 18 & 19 Viet. c. 67. 

u) Order in Council of 16th Iday, 1871 (Statutory Buies and Orders Bevisedi 
VoL VL, Inferior Court, England, p. 9), 


flXOT. 6. 

ParUeular 

Courts. 

Bridport. 


Biistol 

Tolzey Court 


Court of 
pie poudre. 


Procedure. 




148 


CJOUKTS* 


SiOT. 5. Order in Council (a) was made extending tbe whole of the provisions 

Particular of the schedule to the Borough and Local Courts of B^rd Act, 
Courts. 1872 (6), to these courts. In 1878, however, rules were made by the 
then judge and confirmed by three judges of the High Court (c). 
These rules extended, with certain exceptions, all the provisions of 
the Judicature Acts, 1878(d) and 1876 (€), and all rules made or 
which thereafter should be made thereunder, to the Bristol Courts 
of Tolzey and Pie Poudre. The effect of this appears to be to leave 
in force only that part of the Order in Council of 1871 which applied 
to these courts certain sections of the Common Law Procedure Act, 
1862, relating to actions of ejectment (/). 

In 1883 another Order in Council was made^) applying to 
these courts certain provisions of an Act of William IV. (7i) and 
of the Common Law Procedure Act, 1860 (i), relating to inter- 
pleader. The Eules of the Supreme Court, however, appear to 
supersede these provisions except the provision in the Act of 1860 
as to the finality of judgments (k). 

Officers. The officers of the court are the repstrar and two sergeants-at- 

mace appointed by the corporation. This court is still held (1). 

319 . A charter of Edward III. (m) confirmed to the corporation 
of Bristol a Mayor’s Court, which is presumed to be analogous 
to the London Mayor’s Court (n). This court, after a contest for 
jurisdiction with the Tolzey Court, fell into disuse about the 
seventeenth century. 

staple Court. 320 . There was also a court of the Staple (o), which, like the 
Mavor’s Court, was superseded by the Tolzey Court (p). 

Frankpledge. A charter of Edward III. recognised that the burgesses of 
Bristol from time immemorial had enjoyed the view of frankpledge, 
and confirmed the privilege iq). 

(a) Order in Council of 2Gtli June, 1873 (Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, 
Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, p. 11). 

(b) 35 & 3G Viet. c. 80. 

(c) Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, p. 14. 

hi) 36 & 37 Viet. c. 66. 

(e) 38 & 39 Vici o. 77. 

(f) 15 & 16 Viet. c. 76. That is to say, ss. 209—214, 218—220. 

(g) Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VL, Inferior Court, England, p. 13. 

(A) 1 & 2 Will, 4, c. 58. 

(/) 23 & 24 Viet. 0. 126. 

(k) ** The judgment in any such action or issue as may be decided by the 
court or judge in any interpleader proceedings and the decision of the court or 
judge in a summaij manner shall oe final and conclusive against the parties 
and all persons claiming by, from, or under them ” {ibid,, s. 17). 

(l) In 1905 there were 1,899 plaints issued, of which forty-nine came on for 
triw (Civil Judicial Statistics for 1905, Parliamentary Paper, 1907 [0. 3477], 
p. 164). 

(m) 47 Edw. 3, granted 8th August, 1373. 

(«) See title Miyob’s Court, LiONDON. By charters of Henry VI. (1445) and 
'Edward IV. (1461) a Court of Admiralty (see p. 105, ante) was granted to the 
corporation of Bristol, but in 1637 they resigned the exclusive power of 
Admiralty jurisdiction. 

(o) See p. 137, ante, t 

ip) See p. 147, ante, 

Iq) Appendix to Hoport of the Municipal Corporatioiis Commissioners, 1835, 
Ipart n., pp. 1151—1178. See p. 215, post 
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(xxviL) Buckingham. 

321. The Three Weeks Court of Buckingham (r) has jurisdiction 
over all causes of action not exceeding £5. The court is directed 
to be held from three weeks to three weeks before the mayor, three 
burgesses, and the steward or his sufficient deputy. The court has 
been in a^yance since 1818. 

The corporation has also a court leet (s), held before the 
mayor (t). 

(xxviii.) Bury St. Edmunds. 


SXOT. 5. 
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322. The Bury St. Edmunds Court of Record («) has juris- 
diction over all actions, real, mixed, and personal, up to £200 (x). 
The court is directed to be held weekly, except in Christmas week. 
The borough has a recorder, who is consequently judge of the 
court (a). 

The process of the court is by summons, attachment, and 
distress, or by any other proceeding which is consistent with the 
common, statute, or customary law of the country. The court has 
been in abeyance since 1853. Rules and forms dated 1st December, 
1841, and a table of fees dated January, 1839, are in existence (b). 

There was formerly a court called the Much Court, held before 
the steward of the liberty, with jurisdiction limited to 40«. This 
court was apparently a court baron, and not of record, and its civil 
jurisdiction is therefore abolished (c). The corporation has also a 
court of pie poudre (d), and a court leet (c). 


Bnry Sfe. 
Edmands. 


Much Court. 


(xxix.) Cambridge University, 

323. The University of Cambridge has a Chancellor’s Court (/), ChanceUor’i 
having jurisdiction over personal actions to any amount, as well 
as criminal jurisdiction over offences against the peace, mayhem 
and felony excepted, in which a master, scholar, sizar, or common 
servant of the university should bo one party, but, after long 
disputes with the corporation of Cambridge, the jurisdiction was 
excluded in all actions and criminal matters in which a person 


(r) This court is hold under the authority of a charter of Queen Mary (Pat. 
Hoi., 1 Mary, Partin.), 
ffi) See p. 215, post, 

(<) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part L, pp. 27—29. 

(u) This court is held under tho authority of a charter of James I, granted 
17th September, 1614. This charter is confiimed by Pat. Eol., 20 Car. 2, 
Part VIII., No. 5. 

(x) Under the previous charter (Pat. Eol., 6 Jac. 1, Part XI., No. 14), granted 
3ra April, 1606, the jurisdiction only extended to £50. 

i a) Municipal Cor^rations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, i70. 

6) Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

c) County CJourts Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 142), s. 28. See p. 215, po$t, 
a) See p. 136, ante, 

e) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part lY., pp. 2171—2177 ; see p. 215, post, 

(/) This court was granted by a charter of Queen Elizabeth, dated 26th 
^ril, 1651, printed in Dyeris Privileges of the University of Cambridge, 
I., pp. 113—131. This was in oonfinnation of a grant of 7 Eic* H, lOth 
Deoemb^. 
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Sect. s. not a member of the university is a party (g) Since then the 
Particular court has practically fallen into abeyance. 

Courts. The Chancellor, the Vice-Chancellor of the University, and the 
Commissary (li) are the judges of the court. Causes are to be 
determined with as little delay as possible, and without the 
formalities of law. 

There are two courts, one for persons who are not in statu 
pupillarij the other for those who are in statu pupillari. In the 
former case the Chancellor or Vice-Chancellor is the judge, in the 
latter tlie Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, and the Commissary. 

There is an appeal from the Commissary to the Chancellor or 
Vice-Chancellor, and from the Chancellor or Vice-Chancellor to 
the Senate. This latter appeal is heard by five judges elected 
singly by grace of the Senate (t). 


(xxx.) Cambridge, 

Cambridge 324. The Cambridge Court of Pleas (.;*) has jurisdiction in all 
^urt of actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The jurisdiction 

does not extend to members of the university. The court is 
directed to be held once in four weeks. The borough has a 
recorder, who is consequently judge of the court (k). The pro- 
cedure is regulated by the Common Law Procedure Acts, 1852(f) 
(with the exception of certain sections) and 1854 (//i), and the rules 
made under them (n). The provisions of the Summary Procedure 
on Bills of Exchange Act, 1855 (o), have also been extended to this 
court (j?). 

The officers of the court are the town clerk and sergeants-at-mace 
of the borough (5), 

(xxxi.) Canterbury, 

Canterbury 325. The Mayor’s Court of Canterbury (r) has jurisdiction 
in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The 


(g) Cambridgo Award Act, 1850 (19 & 20 Viet. c. xvii.), s. 18. 

(//) The Commissary is an officer appointed by the Chancellor by letters 
patent. 

(t) Statutes of the University of Cambridge, Statute A, approved by the 
Queen in Council 27th Eebruary, 1882, chap. viii. Information kindly given 
by the registrar. 

(f) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles I. (Pat. 
Rol., 7 Car. 1, Part XII., No. 5). 

(A:) Municipal Corporations Act, 188 i (45 & 40 Viet. 0 . 50), ss. 175, 170. See 
p. 134, ante. 

(l) 15 & 10 Viet. c. 76. 

(m) 17 & 18 Viet. c. 125. 

(n) Orders in Council of 30th January, 1854, and 28th Pebruary, 1855 
(Statutory Bulos and Orders Revised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, 
pp. 17, 18). 

( 0 ) 18 & 19 Viet. 0. 67, by Order in Council of 19th October, 1855 (ibid,, 
p.l9). 

(p) Appendix to Report of the Mumcipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
PaitIV., pp. 2185—2192. 

(g) Parliamentary Paper, 1888 (C. 187), Ixxxii. 169. 

(r) This court is held under the authority of a charter of 26 Henry VT. (Rot. 
Art., 27-39 Hen. 6, No. 23), granted 22nd August, 1448 ; confirmed by Rot. 
Cart., 1 £dw. 4, Pan; I., No. 8, granted 2nd August, 1461. 
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recorder of Canterbury is judge of the court (s). In 1835 nothing 
was known of the practice of the court. The last action tried 
appears to have been one of ejectment in 1792. 

Under a charter of Edward IV. the sheriff is to hold a county 
court monthly, but such courts are now practically obsolete. 

Each of the wards of the city has a court leet (t), to be held 
once a year («). 

There was an ancient court of the staple at Canterbury (x). 

(xxxii.) Cardiff. 

326. The Cardiff Court of Record (y) has jurisdiction in all Cardiff, 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount {z). The court 

is directed to be held weekly. The recorder of Cardiff is judge of 
the court (a). 

The procedure is by writ of summons returnable at the next 
court after six days from service. If the defendant does not appear 
and plead, judgment goes by default; if the defendant appears and 
pleads, the cause is then at issue, and trial is had at the next 
court (b). 

The corporation have also (c) a court of pie poudre (d). 

(xxxiii.) Carlisle. 

327. The Mayor and Bailiff’s Court of Carlisle (e) has juris- OarMa, 
diction over personal actions to any amount. There is a recorder 

of the city, who is judge of the court (/). The court should sit 
weekly. ^I'he procedure is by service of writ of summons followed 
by declaration and plea. In actions under 40fi. the proceedings are 
summary without pleadings (y). The town clerk, as registrar, is the 
officer of the court {h). 
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{s) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176; see 
p. 134, ante. 

(t) p. 215, post 

(u) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835„ 
Pai-t II., pp. 685—700. 

(x) Statute of the Staple (27 Edw. 3, stat. 2, o. 19), see p. 137, ante. 

(y) This court ia held under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabeth, 
granted 12th June, 1600. 

(z) 6 Jac. 1, Pat. Eol., Part XXVIII., No. 26, granted 18th July, 1608. 

(a) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, c. 50), ss. 175, 176; see 
p. 134, ante. 

(d) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part L, pp. 187—191. 

(c) Selden Society, Vol. XX III., p. 15. ^ 

(d) See p. 136, ante. 

(c) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles I. (Pat. 
EoL, 13 Car. 1, Part XXII., No. 8), granted 2l8t July, 1637. 

(/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 170; see 
p. 134, ante. 

(g) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part ni., pp. 1467—1475. As to costs, see ibia., p. 1475. 

{h) A number of ancient rules of this court are printed in ** The Municipal 
E«KX)rds of Carlisle,” published by the Cumberland and Westmoreland Anti- 
quarian and Arch^logical Society. Information kindly given ly the town 
clork. 
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(xxxiv.) Carmarthen^ 

828 . The Fortnight Court of Carmarthen (i) has jurisdiction in 
all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. As appears 
from the name, the court is to be held on every Monday from 
fifteen days to fifteen days. The recorder of Carmarthen is judge 
of the court (j). 

The procedure in actions for the recovery of debts is by assumpsit, 
or concessit solvere, and is similar to that in the superior courts before 
1852. The court has been in abeyance since 1846. No rules or 
tables of fees are known to be in existence.^ 

The charter also granted a court of pie poudre (fc) to be held 
before the recorder or town clerk at all fairs and markets, and a 
court of Admiralty. 

There is a court leet(0 or view of frankpledge, directed to be held 
before the mayor, recorder, and peers (in). 

There was also a Court of the Staple at Carmarthen (n). 

(xxxv.) Cheater^ 

329 . The Chester Court of Portmote (o) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. There is a 
recorder of the city, who is consequently judge of this court and of 
the Courts of Pentice and Passage (p). The court is directed to 
be held once a fortnight. 

Under the same charter the Chester Court of Pentice (q) has 
jurisdiction in personal actions to any amount. The court should 
be held three times a week before the recorder. The Passage 
Court (r) is a sort of branch of the Pentice Court, held at less frequent 
intervals, for the attendance of counsel. It has been in abeyance 
since 1743. 

The procedure in these courts is that under the Common Law 
Procedure Acts, 1852 («), 1854 (t), and 1860 (w), the provisions of 


(i) This court is held under the authority of a charter of George III. (Pat. 
Eol., 4 Geo. 3, Part V., No. 15), granted 27th July, 1764. 

(/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176; see 
p. 134, ante, 

(k) See p. 136, ante, 
h) See p. 215, post 

(m) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 203 — 211. As to costs, see ibid,, p. 211. Infoi*mation kindly given by 
the town clerk. 

(n) Statute of ^e Staple (27 Edw. 3, stat. 2, c. 19). See p. 137, ante, 

(o) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Henry VII., granted 
6th April, 1606. ^‘Portmote” or “ pertmanmote ” is the court of a borough, a 
borou^ mote; see New English Dictionary, atih voce, 

(p) Munici^ Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 176, 176; see 
p. 1.S4, ante, 

(q) ** Pentice ”=** penthouse appentitium” is a smaller building attached 
to a main one, an annexe ; see New Enalish Dictiona^, aub voce, ** The Pentice 
at Chester was an ancient building atmehed to St. Peter’s Church, which was 
taken down about 1806 ” (Holland, Chester Glossary, sub voce), 

(r) See, as to this name, p. 173, note (p), poaU 
(a) 16 & 16 Viet. c. 76. 

(<) 17 & 18 Viet. c. 125. 

(u) 23 & 24 Viet 0. 126. 
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which Acts were extended to them in 1870 (a). There are also rules 
made by the recorder, and approved by three judges of &e superior 
courts on the 17th May, 1870, with tables of solicitors’ costs and 
allowances to witnesses (b). 

A statutory provision (c) allows these courts to be held at the 
castle of Chester (d). 

The registrar must be a fit person not a member of the council (e). 
(xxxvi.) Chichuter. 

830. The Court of Eecord of Chichester (/) has jurisdiction in 
all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held weekly. The recorder of Chichester is judge 
of the court {g). The process is serviceable. If the defendant does 
not appear and plead, judgment goes by default. At the trial any 
person may appear as advocate. 

There is also a bailifif’s court of liberty, to be held every alternate 
week. Nothing is known as to the business of this court or the 
purpose for which it was intended. 

The charter of Henry VII. granted to the corporation a court 
of pie poudre(fc), and there is a court leet (i), held annually before 
the town clerk as steward (A;). 

There was a Court of the Staple at Chichester (Z), 

(xxxvii.) Chipping Norton, 

331. The Chipping Norton Court of Eecord (m) has jurisdic- 
tion in personal actions up to £4, The court is directed to be 
held weekly before the baUiffs or the town clerk or his deputy. 
The pleadings are in writing. The court has been in abeyance 
since about 1780. 

The corporation has under the same charter a grant of a court 
of pie poudre (/i), which has also long been in abeyance. 


(a) By Order in Council dated 6th July, 1870 (Statutory Buies and Orders 
Bevised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, p. 20). 

{b) Statutory Buies and Orders Bevised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, 
pp. 21--43. 

(c) Chester Courts Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 36). This provision has been 
repealed by the Statute Law Bevision Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 79). See, 
however, the terms of that Act. 

(d) Appendix to Beport of the Municmal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part rV., pp. 2616 — 2625. Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(«) Parliamentaiy Paper, 1888 (C. 187), Ixxxii. 169. 

(/) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Henry VII. This 
charter was surrendered in the first yep of James EE., and another granted in 
similar terms as to courts, but the validity of this surrender and regrant is 
doubtful. 

(^) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 60), ss. 176, 176. See 
p. 134, ante, 

i h) See p. 136, ante, 
i) See p. 216, poet, 

k) Appendix to Beport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1836. 
Part IlTpp. 715— 723. 

(t) Statute of the Staple (27 £dw. 3, stai 2, c. 19). See p. 137, ante, 

Im) This Courtis held under the authority of a charter of James I. (Pat. BoL, 
4 Jac. 1, Part V., f. 10). 

(n) Bee p. 136, ante. 
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Courts. 


Bbot. S. The charter gives power to hold a court leei ,o) twice a year, 
Purttcular which in 1835 was obsolete, having been superseded by the court 
Cc^B. leet of the manor (p). 

(xxxyiii.) Chipping Wyconibe or High Wycombe, 

Chipping 332. The Chipping Wycombe Court of Eecord (q) has jurisdic- 
Wyoombe. tion in personal actions up to £40. The recorder of the borough 

is judge of the court (r). The court has been in abeyance since 
the end of the seventeenth century. 

Under the same charter the corporation has a grant of a court 
leet (8) and view of frankpledge, to be held before the mayor, 
recorder, and such aldermen as have been mayors. Incidental to 
this court is a Clerk of the Markets (t), who may hold a court for 
making presentments of false weights etc. (a). 

The charter also granted a court of pie poudre (b). 

(xxxix.) ClitJieroe, 

CJlithcroe. 333. Under a prescriptive right (c) the borough court of Clitheroe 
has jurisdiction in personal actions to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held every three weeks before the mayor, with the 
town clerk as assessor. There is no recorder of Clitheroe {d). 
The process is serviceable, or, in cases where the debt exceeds 
40s., by attachment of goods on affidavit of the amount of the 
debt. In the latter case a rule may be obtained for a venditioni 
exponas. If the defendant does not appear and put in bail, the goods 
are sold, and the plaintiff is paid the sworn amount of his debt (e). 
In 1887 it was stated that a barrister-at-law was judge of the court 
and a solicitor the registrar (/). The court has been in abeyance 
for about fifty years. No rules or forms have been made subsequent 
to 1862 ig). 


(o) See p. 215, post, 

(p) Appendix to Koport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, lis‘)5, 
Part L, ^p. 33 — 35. A copy of the charge to the jury in the court leet and court 
baron will be found in Ballard’s Notes on the History of Chipping Norton, 
p. 36. Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(q) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles II. (I’at. 
Pol., 15 Car. 2, Part lY., No. 49). 

(f) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 4C Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

h) See p. 136, post. 

U) See p. 137, ante, 

(a) Appendix to Keport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 41—43. 

See p. 136, ante, 

(c) Henry de Lacy the second, by an undated charter (temp, Edw. 1), granted 
the bm’gesses of Clitheroe the liberties and customs which the burgesses of 
Chester had, and also the pleas of the courts. A charter of 34 Hen. 8 contains 
an inspeximus and confirmation of this charter. Attached to a translation of this 
charter the corporation has what is alleged to be a transcript of the privileges of 
Chester, includmg a court to be held before the mayor for pfeas real and personal. 

(d) There was a recorder of Clitheroe at the time of the passing of the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yici o. 60). 

(e) As to co^, see Appendix to Beport of ffie Municipal Corporations Com* 
missioners, 1835, Part lU., p. 1486. 


(/) Parliamentary Paper, 1888 (C. 187), Ixxxii. 169. 
(g) Information kindly given by the town clerk. 
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The corporation has also a court of pie poudre (h), and there is 
a court leet (t), held before the town clerk as steward (k). 

(xl.) Colcheiter. 

334. The Colchester Law Hundred and Foreign Courts (1) have 
jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, against free 
burgesses, and personal actions against foreigners to any amount. 

There is a recorder of Colchester, who is judge of these courts (m). 

The procedure is regulated by the Common Law Procedure Acts, 

1852 (n) and 1854 (o), and the rules thereunder (p). The provisions 
of the Summary Procedure on Bills of Exchange Act, 1855 (q\ were 
also extended to these courts (?•), which have, however, been in 
abeyance since 1878. The town clerk is registrar («). 

The charter of Henry V. also granted a court of Admiralty (a) to 
the corporation, and there was a court of pie poudre (b). 

(xli.) Congleton, 

335. The Congleton Court of Eecord (<?) has jurisdiction in Congleton. 
personal actions to any amount. The court was formerly held 

twice a year before the High Steward, who must be a person of 
** rare and special eminence,” or the deputy steward of the borough. 

The pleadings are in writing. The catchpoll executes process, 
which issues upon a common affidavit of debt. The officers of the 
court are a catchpoll (d) and crier. 

The corporation has also a court of pie poudre {e\ and a court 
leet (/) to be held by the High Steward or his deputy (^). 


SlBOT. 5, 
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(Ji) See p. 136, ante, 

ti) See p. 2\ Of post 

Uc) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part III., pp. 1483—1487. 

(/) This court is held under the authority of a charter of George IH. 
(Pat. Rol., 3 Geo. 3, Part VII.), granted 9th September, 1763. This charter was 
a regrant consequent on defaiut in the election of officers. The court was 
oiiginally granted by Henry V. (Morant, Essex, Yol. L, pp. 83 — 88). 

(m) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), ss. 175, 176. Se* 
p. IM, ante, 

(n) 15 & 16 Viet. c. 76. 

(o) 17 & 18 Viet. c. 125. 

(p) Orders in Council of 25th November, 1853, and 28th February, 1855 
(Statutory Eules and Orders llevised, Vol. VL, Inferior Court, England, pp. 
43, 44). 

(q) 18 & 19 Viet. c. 67. 

(r) Order in Council of 2nd December, 1857 (Statutory Eules and Orders 
Eevised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, p. 44). 

(«) Civil Judicial Statistics, 1879. 

(a) See p. 105, ante, 

S Morant, Essex, p. 86. See p. 136, ante. 

This court is held under the authority of a charter of James I. (Pat. Eol.| 
22 Jac. 1, Pai-t H., No. 1). 

a A catchpoll ((xu:epollus==chjBLBe*fow\) is equivalent to a sherifTs officer* 
ew English Dictionary, Voh H., p. 187. 

(e) See p. 136, ante, 

(/) See p. 2J5, jXMf. 

0/) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Oommissioners, 1835, 
Part lY., pp. 2649—2653; Parliamentary Paper, 1888 (0. 187), bcodL 169. 
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(xlii.) Conway, 

336. The Court Baron of Conway {h) has jurisdiction in personal 
actions under £2. The court was held every three weeks before 
the bailiffs ; it has been in abeyance for a long time (i). 

There is also a court leet(A:), formerly held before the recorder 
twice a year, together with a court baron (Z). 

(xliii.) Coventry, 

337. The Court of the Mayor and Bailiffs of Coventry (m) has 
jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. 
The court is directed to be held every fortnight before the mayor 
and bailiffs. The jurisdiction of the court extends over the whole 
of the former county of the city of Coventry, including besides the 
city the parishes of Foleshill, Exhall, Anstey, Stoke, Stivichall, the 
greater part of Sowe, and a small part of Shilton. 

The practice of the court is that of the Court of King’s Bench 
before 1862. The costs are regulated by an ancient table of fees. 
The court has been in abeyance since 1824. A book of rules dated 
1686-9 is in existence. 

The corporation as lords of the manor have a court leet(ji) 
annually. The town clerk presides as deputy of the steward (o). 

(xliv.) Dartmouth, 

338. The Court of Record of Dartmouth (p) has jurisdiction in 
all actions, real, mixed, and personal, up to any amount. It has 
also jurisdiction upon the water extending about a mile from the 
castle and as far as the White Rock, a mile below Totnes. The 
court is directed to be held weekly before the mayor and bailiffs. 
There is no recorder of the borough (g). 

There are no written rules of practice. The process is by 
summons and attachment. No trial has been held in this court 
since 1821 (r). 


(h) This comi is held under the authority of a charter of Edward VI. This 
charter is an inspeximua and confirmation of a charter of 1 Hon. 8, granted 
7th March 1510. 

(t^ Information, kindly given by the town clerk, states that the last record of 
busmess is in 1768. Mr. Hogg’s report (see note (1), tr?/ro), however, states that 
ten cases were entered in 1833. 

(k) See p. 215, post, 

(l) Eeport upon certain Boroughs by T. J. Hogg, Parliamentary Paper, 
1837-8 (686), p. 13, 

(m) This court is held under the authority of a charter of James I. (Pai BoL, 
19 Jao. 1, Part VI., No. 16), confirming a charter of 18 Edw. 3 (cl. 2), panted 
20th Janua^, 1345. The court, by the name of a portmote, was or^^inally 
gi’anted by Kanulph, Earl of Chester, in the reign of Henry II. 

(n) See p. 215, post, 

(o) ^pendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part in., pp. 1795—1803. Information kindlv given by the town clerk. 

(p) This court is held under the authority of a charter of James I. (Pat. EoL, 
2 Jaa 1, Part Xn.), granted 3rd August, 1604. The court was first granted by 
a charter of 5 Edw. 3 (14th April, 1331). 

(q) There was a recordei of Dartmouth at the time of the passing of the 
Municipal Oo^rations Act, 1882 ^5 & 46 Viet. c. 50). 

(r) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissionera, 1835, 
Part I.,pp. 477-^479. 
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(xlv.) Daventry, 

339. The Daventry Court of Record (a) has jurisdiction in 
personal actions above 40s. and below £100 (b). 

The corporation of Daventry, as successors of the prior and 
convent of Daventry, have a court leet(c) and view of frankpledge 
under a grant of Edward II. (d). 

(xlvi.) Deal. 

340. The Deal Court of Record (e) has jurisdiction in mixed and 
personal actions up to £100. The court is directed to be held 
weekly. There is a recorder of Deal, who is consequently judge 
of the court (/). 

Rules of practice and a table of fees were in the possession of 
the corporation in 1835. The process is by way of attachment of 
goods to compel appearance. No trial has been had since 1808 in 
this court (g). 

The corporation under their charter have also a court of pie 
poudre (h). 

(xlvii.) Denbigh. 

341. The Denbigh Court of Pleas (i) has jurisdiction in personal 
actions to any amount. The court is directed to be held every 
fortnight before the bailifTs. 

The procedure is by writ of summons and distress in default of 
appearance. There are no written pleadings except in actions 
on the case (k). The costs are as those in the former sheriffs* 
county courts. The court has long been in abeyance. 

The corporation has also a court of pie poudre (Z). 

(xlviii.) Derby e 

342. The Derby Court of Eecord {vi) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, up to any amount. The court is 


(a) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabeth 
(Pat. RoL, 18 Eliz., Part VIL. f. 11), 

(b) Appendix to Report of tno Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part III., pp. 1843—1846. 

(c) See p. 215, post, 

(a) Merewether and Stephens, History of Boroughs, Vol. EE., p. 597. 

(e) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Wiffiam m. 
(Pat. Rol., 11 Will. 3, Part III., No. 9), OTant^ 13th October, 1699. 

(/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, a9ite, 

{g) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part n., pp. 931—935. 

(/i) See p. 136, ante, 

(♦) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles 11. (Pat. EoL, 
14 Oar. 2, Part YI., No. 8), granted 14th May, 1662. 

ih) See title Action, Yol. I., p. 39, 

(Z) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IV., pp. 2661—2665. See p. 136, ante, 

(m) oourt is held under the authority of a charter of 34 Charles IL, 
grated 5th September, 1682. 
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Courts. 


awOT.B. 

Partiealar 

Courts. 


Devizes. 


Doncaster. 


directed to be held every fortnight (n). The recorder of Derby 
is judge of the court (o), which is still held (p). 

The Common Law Procedure Acts, 1862 (g) and 1854 (r), and 
the rules made under them, have been extended to this court (s), as 
has also been the Summary Procedure on Bills of Exchange Act, 
1855 (0- Rules were made in 1861 by the then recorder, and con- 
firmed by three judges of the superior courts (a), directing the court 
to be held for trials four times a year, and the registrar’s of&ce to 
be open on every weekday, and making various regulations as to 
pleadings etc., and fixing tables of solicitors’ costs and court fees. 
Rules under the Debtors Act, 1869 (b), were also made 27 th December, 
1869 (c). 

(xlix.) Devizei» 

343. The Devizes Court of Record (d) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, up to the amount of j 940. The 
court is directed to be held weekly. There is a recorder of the 
borough, who is judge of the court {e). 

The procedure and forms of pleading are as in the superior 
courts of common law before 1852. There are no rules of court 
in existence. The court has been in abeyance for a long period (/). 

(1.) Doncaster* 

344 . The Doncaster Court of Pleas (g) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held weekly. The recorder of Doncaster is judge 
of the court {h). There is no table of costs in existence, but costs 


(//) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part III., pp. 1849 — 1851. 

(o) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

(p) In 1905 there were 885 plaints issued, only three, however, of which came 
on for trial (Civil Judicial Statistics for 1905; Parliamentary Paper, 1907 
[0. 3477], p. i64). Nino hundred an<l eighty-six writs of summons wore issued 
in 1907. Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(j) 15 & 16 Viet. c. 76. 

(r) 17 & 18 Viet. c. 125. 

(fl) By Order in Council of 23rd January, 1860 (Statutory Buies and Orders 
Devised, 1904, V(d. VI., Inferior Court, England, p. 45). 

(t) 18 & 19 Viet. c. 67, by Order in Council of 23rd January, 1860 (Statutory 
Buies and Orders Revised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, p. 46). 

(a) Statutory Buies and Orders Revised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, 
pp. 47 — #6. 

e 32 & 33 Viet. c. 62. 

Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

J This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles I. (Pat. Bol., 
le'Oar. 1, Part X., No. 2). 

(c) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, a 50), ss. 176, 177. See 
p. 134, ante. 

if) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part n., pp. 1261-1266. 

ig) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles 11. (Pat. BoL, 
16 Oar. 2, Part IX., No. 4), 

(h) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante* 
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were formerly allowed on the scale charged by a London agent 
to his country client. The court has been in abeyance for many 
years. 

The charter of Charles II. also granted a court of pie poudre (t), 
ani the corporation has a court leet (j). 

(li.) Dorchester, 

345. The Dorchester Court of llecord (/r) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, under the amount of £40. The 
court is directed to be held every three weeks before the 
mayor, aldermen, and town clerk, or any two of them, of whom 
the mayor or town clerk must be one. There is no recorder 
of Dorchester. The procedure is as in the old superior courts of 
common law before 1852. No table of fees is in existence. 

The corporation has also a court leet(0, held annually before 
the mayor (m). 

(lii.) Dover, 

346. The Court of llecord of Dover (?i) has jurisdiction in 
all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The 
court is directed to be held on the days and times accustomed. 
There is a recorder of Dover, who is consequently judge of the 
court (o). 

In 1833 the practice of the court was not accurately known even 
by the officers of the court. The charter gives power to draw 
defendants to plead by summonses, attachments, or distresses (p). 
The court has been in abeyance since about 1801. 

The corporation has also the right to hold a hundred court (^). 
This court appears to have once been of great importance, and to 
have had jurisdiction over all kinds of actions and offences. It 
had fallen into entire disuse long before 1835 (r). 

The barons of the Cinque Ports (s) have a court leet(t) in 
Dover. 


^/) See p. 136, ante, 

(j) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part m., pp. 1493— 1‘502. 

(k) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles I. (Pat. EoL, 
6 Car. 1, Part X., No. 1). 

(l) See p. 215, post, 

(m) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
PartIL, pp.- 1273-1277. 

(w) This court is held under the authority of the charter of the Cinque Ports 
of Charles II., granted 23rd December, 1668, printed in Jeake, Charters of the 
Cinque Ports. This charter contains inspeximm and confirmation of previous 
charters of 1 Eliz. (jjranted 8th March, 155^and 43 Eliz. (granted 26th January, 
1601). See Jeake, Charters of the Cinque Ports, pp. 135—139. 

(o) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yiot. c. 50), ss. 176, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

(p) Jeake, Charters of the Cinque Ports, p. 140. 

See p. 214, post. 

(r; Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1836 , 
Part n., pp. 911—948. Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

See p. 127, ante, 

i) Jeake, Charters of the Cinque Porta, p. 67* 
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(liii.) Drmtwich, 

347. The Droitwieh Court of Eecord(it) has jurisdiction in 
personal actions up to £10, The court is directed to be held 
weekly before the recorder or bailiffs and the town clerk or 
his deputy. The court has been in abeyance since 1835. The 
procedure and pleadings were as in the superior courts of common 
law before 1852. No rules or tables of fees are to be found (u). 
The corporation has also a court of pie poudre(5) and a court 
leet (c). 


(liv.) Eveeham. 

348 . The Evesham Court of Eecord (d) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, up to the amount of j£100. The 
court is directed to be held weekly before the mayor, senior 
alderman (and recorder). The process is by writ of summons, 
and the pleadings as at common law before 1852. A table of fees 
was in existence in 1835. The court has been in abeyance for 
many years. 

The charter also authorises the corporation to hold a court leet 
and a court of pie poudre (e). 

(Iv.) Exeter, 

349 . The corporation of Exeter has a Court of Eecord (/) with 
jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. 
This court is to be held weekly. It seems that when sitting on 
the Monday it was called the Mayor’s Court, or curia civitatisy and 
when sitting by adjournment on other days of the week it was 
called the Provost Court (gf). The latter title is the only one in use 
at present. There is a recorder of Exeter, who is consequently 
judge of the court (/i), which is still held (i). 

The procedure is regulated by the Common Law Procedure Acts, 


{u\ 22 Jac. 1, Pat. Eol., Part III., No. 6. 

(а) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part L, pp. 47, 48. 

(б) ^e p. 136, ante, 

icj Information kindly given by the town clerk. See p. 215, post 

(d) 3 Jac. 1, Pat. Eol., Part XV., No. 31, granted 3rd .^ril, 1605. 

(f) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 53—65. See p. 136, ante, 

(/) This court is held under a charter of Edward II., granted 12th November, 
1320. This charter is confirmed by that of 3 Car. 1, dated 17th December, 1627, 
wluch is the governing charter of the corporation and is printed at length in 
Oliver’s History of Exeter, pp. 289 — 304. Eolls of the curia civitatis^ however, 
are in existence dating back to the reign of Edward I., which shows that the 
grant by Edward II. must have been a regrant of a franchise already possessed 
by the corporation. 

{jg) Oliver, History of Exeter, p. 307, The Municipal Co^rations Commis- 
sioners, 1836, reported that the Provost’s Court and the Mayor’s Court were 
separate and distmet courts. 

(^) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Vioi o. 60), ss. 176, 176. Soe 
p. 134, ante, 

(i) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Pa^ I., pp, 487—499 ; Parliamentary Paper, 1887 (C. 187), Ixxxii. 169. Ten 
plaints were issued in 1905, and one cause came on for trial (Civil Judidal 
Statistics for 1906, Parliamentary Paper, 1907 [C. 3477], p. 164). 
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1862 (X;), 1864(0, and 1860 (m), the Summary Procedure on Bills of 
Exchange Act, 1865 (n), and the schedule to the Borough and Local 
Courts of Record Act, 1872 (o), with certain variations (p). 

The officers of the court are the registrar, deputy registrar, and 
sergeants-at-mace. 

There was also an ancient Court of the Staple at Exeter (5). 

(Ivi.) Eye, 

350. The Eye Court of Record (r) has jurisdiction in mixed 
and personal actions to any amount. The court is directed to be 
held weekly before the bailiffs or one of them. The court has been 
practically in abeyance since about 1765, but there were isolated 
proceedings up to 1839. 

There is also a court leet (s) held twice a year {t). A court of pie 
poudie (u) was granted to the corporation (a). 

(Ivii.) Falmouth, 

351. The Falmouth Court of Pleas of Record (b) has jurisdiction 
in personal actions up to £66 18s. 4rf. (100 marks). It is directed 
to be held once every fortnight before the mayor (recorder) and 
aldermen, or any three of them, of whom the mayor or his deputy 
must be one. There is no recorder of Falmouth. 

No rules of court are in existence. The court has practically 
been in abeyance since 1783. In 1832 some summonses were 
issued, but no case came on for trial (c). 

The jurisdiction of the court of the manor of Penryn Forryn 
extended over Falmouth (d). 

(Iviii.) Favereham, 

352. The Portmote Court of Faversham (s) had jurisdiction in 
all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount, but the court 

{k) 16 & 16 Viet. 0 . 76. 

(Z) 17 & 18 Viet. c. 125. 

(m) 23 & 24 Viet. c. 126. 

(w) 18 & 19 Viet. c. 67. 

(o) 35 & 36 Viet. c. 86. 

(p) Certain proviflions of the Common Law Procedure Acts, 1852, 1854, and 
1860, and of the Bills* of ^Exchange Act, 1855, and the whole of the schedule to 
the Borough and Local Courts of Record Act, 1872, were extended to this court 
by Order in Council of 12th May, 1874 (Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, 
Vol. VL., Inferior Court, England, p. 66). 

(g) Statute of the Staple (27 Edw. 3, stat 2, c. 19). See p. 137^ ante, 

(rS This court is held under the authority of a charter of William III. (Pat. 
RoL, 9 Will. 3, Part V., No. 17). 

(«) See p. 215, post, 

{t) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IV ., pp. 2229, 2230. Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(w) See p. 133, ante. 

(a) Selden Society, Vol. XXTII., p. xv. Records of this court exist for the 
period 1732 — 1813. Ibid,, p. xix. 

(b) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles IE. (Pat. 
Rol.. 13 Car. 2, Part XX., No. 8). 

(c) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
I., pp. 501, 502. 

(d) See under “ Penr 3 m,** p, 189, poet, 

(e) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Henry VIII. (Pat 
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has been in abeyance since about 1779 (/)• There is now no recorder 
of Faversham^). 

There is also under the charter of Henry VIII. a court of pie 
poudre (Ji), a court leet (t) and view of frankpledge, and a court of 
the Clerk of the Market (fc), held annually before the mayor, to 
examine the weights and measures used within the town, of which 
latter court the town clerk is clerk (f). 

(lix.) Folkestone. 

358 . The Folkestone Court of Eecord (m) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held every fifteen days. There is a recorder of 
Folkestone, who is judge of the court (n). The court is still formally 
held, but there is no record of any business being done since 
1888 (o). There is also a court leet (p). 

(lx.) Oloucester, 

364 . The Gloucester Court of Eecord, or Tolzey Court ( 5 ), has 
jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. 
The recorder of Gloucester is judge of the court (r), which in 1833 
was stated to have long fallen into entire disuse. 

The corporation had a court of pie poudre (a), and a court leet ( 6 ), 
which dates back as far as Henry VII. at least (c). 


Hoi., 37 Hen. 8, Part XVI.), granted 27th January, 1546, confirmed by charter 
of 1 Edw. 6, Pat. EoL, Part IV. The Cinque Ports charter of 20 Car. 2, 
granted 23rd December, 1668, also grants this court of record to the corporation 
of Faversham. See under “ Dover, p. 159, ante, 

(/) On the passing of an Act abolishing arrest on mesne process in inferior 
courts for sums under J01O (19 Geo. 3, c. 70). 

[y) There was a recorder of Faversham at the time of the passing of the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50). 

(5) ^e p, 136, ante, 

h) Seep. 2\5jpo8t, 

(A:) See p. 137, ante, 

(/) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part II.. pp. 961-^971. 

(m) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles II., granted 
to tho Cinque l*orts 23rd December, 1668 (Joake, Charters of the Cinque Ports, 
pp. 135-139). 

(w) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

(<i) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Parc II., pp. 981, 982. Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(p) See p. 215, post, 

(q) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles II. (Pat. 
BoL, 24 Car. 2, Part HI., No. 13). This charter confinns a grant of this 
franchise by a charter 21 Rio. 2 (1398). 

(r) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, enU, 

(a) See p. 136, ante, 

(b) Aj^endix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Port I., pp. 59 — 62. 

(c) Under a charter of 3 Car. 1. (1 627), confirmed by 24 Oar. H. (note (g), supra) 
the sheriffs had cognisance of pleas in the Tolxey Court ** Rules and directions 
for the proceedings in the pleas of the Tolzey Court of the City of Qlcucester ” 
iie set out at the end of a book of records of the oo«!Tt dated 1682* Fourteen 
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(bd.) OodmanchtiUr. 

355. The Gk>dmancheBter Court of Fleas (<f) has jnrisdiction in 
personal actions up to £2. The court is directed to be held before 
the bailiffs and assistants every three weeks. The procedure is as 
in the Court of King’s Bench before 1852. The cost of a summons 
is sixpence. In 1885 a table of fees was in existence (e). 

The corporation has also a court leet (/). 

(Ixii.) Orantham. 

356. The Grantham Court of Record (g) has jurisdiction in 
personal actions up to the amount of £4l0. The court is directed to 
be held weekly. There is a recorder of Grantham, who is con- 
sequently judge of the court (/i). The process is almost exactly 
similar to that of the Court of Common Pleas before 1852. 

The jurisdiction of the court extends over the soke of Grantham, 
including the parishes or townships of Barkston, Belton, Braseby, 
Colstesworth, Woolsthorpe, Denton, Stoke Eochford, Easton, Great 
Gonerby, Harbaxton, Londonthorpe, Great Ponton, and Sapperton. 

The court has been in abeyance for many years (i). 

(bdii.) Qravaend, 

367. The Gravesend Court of Eecord(fc)ha8 jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. It is directed 
to be held every three weeks. The recorder of Gravesend is 
judge of the court (1). A table of fees was in existence in 1884 

(Ixiv.) Oreat Orimsby. 

358. The prescriptive Great Grimsby Mayor’s Court (n) has 
jurisdiction in all actions against freemen, real, mixed, and personal, 
to any amount. The Great Grimsby Foreign Court has similar 
jurisdiction in actions brought against residents who are not free- 
men. The courts are directed to be held weekly, and there is a 


books of the records of the Tolzey and Pie Poudre Courts from 1616 to 1726 
are in the possession of the corporation. Information kindly given by the 
town clerk. 

(d) This court is held under the authority of a charter of James 11. (Pat. Eol., 
2 Jac. 1, PaH XVII.). 

(c) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Pai-t IV., pp. 2235—2237. 

(/) See p. 215, post. 

ly) 7 Car. 1, Pat. Eol., Part VI., No. 2. 

(5) Municipal (jorporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 60), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante, 

(i) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IV, pp. 2241-2244. 

S This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles I, (Pat. EoL, 
r. 1, Part XXXII., No. 1). 

(/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. o. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, anU. 

(m) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part rV., pp. 2866—2867. 

(n) This court is held under the authority of a charter of James H (Pat. BoL» 
4 Jaa 2, Part IX., No. 4.). 
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Sbot.s^ recorder of Great Grimsby, who is judge of the courts (o). The 
Parliictilar pleadings are as in the superior courts of common law before 1852. 

Court s# The courts have been in abeyance for sixty years (p). 

““ The corporation has also a court leet( 2 ), to be held before the 
mayor twice a year (r). 

(Ixv.) Great Yarmouth 

Great 369 . The borough court of Great Yarmouth («) has jurisdiction 

Varaouih. in all actions, real, personal, and mixed, to any amount. The court 
is directed to be held weekly. There is a recorder of Great Yar- 
mouth, who is the judge of the court (0. The procedure in the 
court is that under the Common Law Procedure Acts, 1852 {a\ 
1854 and 1860(c), certain provisions of which Acts, and also 
the rules made under them, have been extended to this court {d\ 
as have the whole of the provisions of the Summary Procedure on 
Bills of Exchange Act, 1855(c), and the schedule to the Borough 
and Local Courts of Eecord Act, 1872 (/). The court is still held, 
but no process was issued in 1904 or 1905 {g). This court appears 
to have originally been a court of busting \h) on the model of that 
of London (t). 

By the ancient custom of the borough a foreign court was to be 
held before the bailififs for ‘‘speedy expedition and despatch of 
merchants and other strangers coming into the said burgh.” The 
bailififs were to have respect to the truth and equity of the case. 
No writ of error was allowed {k). 

Under the charter of John the grant of thol — i.c. the right of 
keeping a market — involved the grant of a court of pie poudre (Z). 


(0) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. o. 60), ss. 176, 176. See 
p, 134, ante, 

(p) Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(q) See p. *215, poet 

(?’) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I V ., pp. 2249 — 2253. For twenty years prior to this report the court had 
only been held once a year. 

(«) The court is held under the authority of a charter of Queen Anne (Pat. 
EoL, 2 Ann., Part II., 2, No. 8). The court was originally granted oy a 
charter of King John (1208 A. n.), which is confirmed by the charter of Anne 
(Manship, Ehsto^ of Great Yarmouth, Yol. I., p. 61 ; Yol. II., pp. 2, 41). 

(<) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. o. 60), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

(а) 15 & 16 Yict. 0 . 76. 

(б) 17 & 18 Yict. 0. 125. 

W 23 & 24 Yict c. 126. 

{a) By Orders in Council of 28th November, 1856 (Statutory Eulos and Orders 
Eevised, Yol. YI., Inferior Court, England, p. 69), and 12th May, 1874 
\ihid,^ p. 61). 

(«) 18 & 19 Yict. 0 . 67, by Order in Council of 28th November, 1856 (i6iW., 

p. 61). 

(/) 35 & 36 Yict 0 . 86, by Order in Council of 12th May, 1874, uli supra, 
i^f) Civil Judicial Statistics, 1888 — 1905. 

(A) See p. 176, poet 

(1) See note(d), p. 176, post, and Manship, History of Great Yarmouth, 
Yol. n., p. 12. 

(k) Manship, History of Cheat Yarmouth, Yol. IL, p. 49# 

(Q See p. 136, ante. 
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Undor a cliarlier of James there is also a court leet(n) 
and view of frankpledge (o). 

(Ixvi.) OuUd/ijrd^ 

360. Tho Guildford Court of Record ( p) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held every three weeks. There is a recorder of 
Guildford, who is judge of the court (g). 

The procedure is that of the old courts of common law. No issue 
has been tried in the court since the middle of the eighteenth 
century (r). 

The mayor, as Clerk of the Markets, has authority to hold a 
court of Clerk of the Markets («). 

A charter of Edward III. {a) also granted a court of pie poudre (i). 

(Ixvii.) Hartlepool. 

361. The corporation of Haitkpool (c) has a court of pie 
poudre (rf), and also a court baron (c), with jurisdiction up to 40^., 
which was formerly held twice a year before the recorder. There 
was also a court leet (/), held with the court baron. Neither of 
these courts appears to have been held since 1843 {g). 

(Ixviii.) Harwich. 

362. The Harwich Court of Pleas(/0 jurisdiction in personal 
and mixed actions up to £100. The court was directed to be held 
weekly before the mayor (recorder) and steward or deputy steward. 
There is no recorder of Harwich. The procedure was as in the 


(m) 6 Jac. 1, granted 22ud July, 1608 ; Manship, History of Great Yarmouth, 
VoL II., p. 31. 

in) See p. 215, post. 

(o) Under a charter of Queen Elizabeth (Pat. Eol., 1 Eliz., Part YI.), granted 
2Gth May, 1559, the corporation of Great Yarmouth were granted a (Jourt of 
Admiralty. See p. 105, ante. 

ip) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Henry VII., 
granted Ist July, 1-188. This charter is set out by way of inspeximus in a 
charter of Henry VIII, (Pat. Eol., 1 1 Hen. 8, memb. 3). 

iq) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

(r) Appendix to Eeport of the Municiped Corporations Commissionei-s, 1835, 
Part IV., pp. 2871 — 2873. Information Kindly given by the town clerk. 

(«) See^. 137, ante. 

(a) 14 Edw. 3 (Eot. Cart., Part L, No. 1), 14th January, 1341. 

(5) Manning and Bray, History of Surrey, Vol. 1., p. 35. See p. 136, ante. 

(c) This court is held under tho authority of a chai-ter of Queen Elizabeth, 
granted 3rd February, 1593 (Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporation* 
Commissioners, 1835, Part III., p. 1531). 

id) See p. 136, arde. 

f€) See p. 216, post. 

If) See p. 215, post. 

(^) Surtees, Hist of Durham, VoL HI., pp. 105, 108. Infonnatioo 
kindly given by the town clerk. 

(A) This court is held under the authority of charters of James I. and 
Charles U. ( Pat. Eol., 2 Jac. 1, Port XXV.; Pat. Eol., 17 Car. 2, Part U., 
No. 6). Under the ch^tor of James L the limit of jurisdiction was £40. 
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eoarta of common law before 1852. The court bas been in 
abeyance since 1824 (i). No rales or tables of fees are in 
existence (k). 

The corporation has also a grant of a court of Admiralty (1), 
which has not been held since 1791, and a court of pie poudre (m). 

(Ixix.) Hastingi. 

863. The Hastings Court of Becord (n) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held at the accustomed times, that is, every fifteen 
days. There is a recorder of Hastings, who is judge of the 
court (o), which has been in abeyance since 1854 (p). 

The corporation has also authority to hold a hundred court (q). 
At this court freemen were summoned and municipal officers chosen. 
The hundred court also exercised the functions of a general court 
leet (r), and had fallen into abeyance before 1835 («). 

(btx.) IlaverfordweBt 

864. The Intrinsical Court of Haverfordwest (t) has jurisdiction 
in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court 
is directed to be held ‘‘ as well from month to month as from fifteen 
days to fifteen days’* before the mayor or his deputy. The 
procedure is that of the old Court of Common Pleas. 

The corporation has also a court of pie poudre (a) and had a court 
of Admiralty (h), both to be held before the mayor (c). 

There was also a hundred court (cZ), held twice a year before the 
sheriff, for the election of officers and the transaction of the other 
business of a court leet (e). 


(i) Appendix to lieport of the Municipal Corporations Commissionors, 1835, 
Part rV., pp. *2261 — 2268. 

(Zf) Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(/) See p. 105, ante, 

(m) See p. 136, ante, 

(n) This couit is held under the authority of the charter of the Cinque Ports, 
panted by Charles II. 23rd December, 1668, printed in Jeake, Charters of the 
Cinque Ports, See pp. 135 — 139. This charter contains inspeximus and 
conhrmation of 1 Eliz. (granted 8th March, 1559) and 13 Eliz. (granted 2Cth 
January, 1601), 

(o) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante, 

(p) Information kindly given by the town clerk. In 1800 this court fell 
into abeyance, but was revived by mandamus in 1822. 

(q) See p. 214, post, 

in See p. 215, post, 

(6) Appendix to Report of Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part II., pp. 997— 1000. 

S This court is held under the authority of a charter of James I. (Pat. Rol., 
c. 1, Part XXIII., No. 3), granted 20th February, 1620. 
fa) See p. 136, ante, 

(b) See p. 105, ante, 

(c) Appendix to Report of the Mujiicipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
PartL,pp. 283— 239. ^ r i « 

S O See p. 214, post, 

) Appendix, Pait L, p 239 , 
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Part XVII. — Borough and Local Courts of Record. 

(Izxi.) Eedon, 

366. The Hedon Court of Pleas (/) has jurisdiction in personal 
actions to any amount. The court was directed to be held before 
the mayor and bailiffs. The procedure was analogous to that of the 
superior courts of common law before 1852. The court had fallen 
into abeyance before 1834 (g). 

(Ixxii.) HeUton. 

366. The Helston Court of Eecord(^) has jurisdiction in personal 
actions to any amo«nt. The court is directed to be held every 
three weeks before the mayor or his deputy, two of the aldermen 
(and the recorder or his deputy). There is no recorder of 
Helston (i)- 

The process is by attachment and distress. No rules of the 
court are in existence, nor any records of the holding of the 
court. 

The mayor, as Clerk of the Market (A:), holds a court of the Clerk 
of the Market once a year to inquire into the weights and measures 
in use in the borough (Z). The Court of the Hundred (m) of 
Kerrier, held at Penryn(?i), has jurisdiction within the borough of 
Helston. 

(Ixxiii.) Hereford, 

367. The Mayor’s Court of Hereford (o) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. Tlie court is 
directed to be held twice a week. There is a recorder of Hereford, 
who is consequently judge of the court (p). 

The practice of the court is that of the superior courts of common 
law before 1852. No table of costs is in existence. Solicitors have 
audience in the court. 

The court has been in abeyance since about 1846. 

The charters also grant a court leet (^) and view of frankpledge 
and a court of pie poudre (r). 


(/) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabeth, 
granted 1664-5. 

{ff) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Tart III., pp. 1537—1640. 

{h) This court is held under the authority of a charter of George HI. (Pat. 
RoL, 14 Geo. 3, Part VI., No. 7b granted 3rd September, 1774. 

(i) There was a recorder or Helston at the time of the passing of the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50). 

(Z-) See p. 137, ante. 

(l) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part L, pp. 511 — 513. 

(m) See p. 214, post, 

M See p. 189, post. 

(o) This court is held under the authority of charters of Queen Elizabeth and 
of James I. (Pat. RoL, 39 Eliz., Port IX., fo. 23 ; 17 Jac. 1). 

(p) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

(q) See p. 215, post. 

(r) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 253 — 259. See p. 136, ante. 


Sect. 6. 
Particular 
Courts. 

Hedon. 


Hclstoxu 


Hereford. 




168 


COTOTS. 


SE0T« S. 
Parttcolar 
CoortB. 

Hertford^ 


Huntingdon. 


Hjtha* 


(Ixxiv.) Hertford, 

368 . The Court of Record of Hertford (*) has jurisdiction in 
personal actions up to £60. The court is directed to l» held weekly 
before the mayor (or the recorder) or their respective deputies. 
There is no recorder of Hertford. The court fell into abeyance in 
1782, was revived in 1827, and again fell into abeyance. 

The mayor is entitled to bold a court of the Clerk of the 
Market (t) once a year (a). 

(Ixx?.) Huntingdon, 

369 . The Huntingdon Court of Pleas (6) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held every three weeks before the mayor. The 
procedure is similar to that of the superior courts of common law 
before 1852. There is no table of fees in existence, but there is 
a custom to take half the fees allowed in the old Court of King’s 
Ronch. 

The charter also grants a court leet(c) to the corporation (d). 

(Ixxvi.) Hyihe, 

- 370 . The Hytlie Court of Record {e) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held at the accustomed times. There is a recorder 
of Hythe, who is consequently judge of the court (/). The 
procedure is similar to that in the superior courts of common law 
before 1852. The court has been in abeyance since 1777, but is 
still formally held with the borough quarter sessions {g). The 
Barons of the Cinque Ports have a court leet, as in the case of 
Dover. The charter of Elizabeth also grants a court leet (Ji) and 
view of frankpledge to the corporation, and there is a court of pie 
poudre (0« 


(fl) This court is hold under the authority of a charter of Charles II. (Pat. 
EoL, 32 Car. 2, Part III., No. 22), 

(0 See p, 137, ante, 

(a) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IV., pp. '2885 — 2888. 

(5) This couil; is held under the authority of a charter of Charles I. (Pat. 
Eoh, 6 Car. 1, Part I., No. 2). 

(c) See p. 215, 'post, 

(d) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IV., pp. 2287, 2288. 

(e) This court is hold under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabeth 
(Pat. Eol , 17 Eliz., Part YIII., fo. 16). The franchise seems to have been 
conferred originally by the Custumal of Ilythe, temp, circa Eic. III., and also 
under the authority of the charter granted by Charles 11. to the Cinque Ports, 
23i*d December, 1668, printed iu Jeako, Charters of the Cinque Ports. This 
charter contains inspeocimus and confirmation of charters of 1 Eliz. (granted 8th 
March, 1569) and 43 Eliz. (granted 26th January, 1601). See Jeake, pp. 135 — 
139. 

(/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (15 & 46 Viet. o. 50), ss. 175, 176. Soe 
p. 134, ante, 

(g) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part II., pp, 1007, 1008, Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(A) p. 215, post, 

(i) Selden Society, VoL XXITI., p. xv. 
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(bGcrii) Ipswich, 

m. The Ipswich Court of Small Pleas (k) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held every fortnight. The recorder of Ipswich is 
judge of the court (t). The jurisdiction of this court has been 
excluded in all cases in which the county court has jurisdiction (??i). 

The procedure is under the Common Law Procedure Acts, 1852 
and 1854, the whole of which Acts, and the rules under them, have 
been applied to this court (n). 

No proceedings appear to have been had in this court since 
1878 (o), but the court is held if there is any business to be 
done (p). 

There are also (1) a court called the Petty Court of the Bailiffs 
for passing the real estate of a minor situated within the borough ; 
(2) a court of Portman’s Mote for fines and recoveries and 
acknowledgments of married women ; and (8) a court leet (q), but 
since 1798 (r) this court has fallen into abeyance (s). 

(Ixxviii.) Kingston^upon-HulL 

372. The civil court of Kingston-upon-Hull, called the Court of 
Venire (a), has jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, 
to any amount. The court days are directed to be every fortnight, 
except for six weeks preceding the quarterly sittings of the court 
for the trial of actions, when they are to be weekly. The recorder 
is judge of the court (6). 

The procedure of the court is regulated by the Common Law 
Procedure Acts, 1852 (c), 1854 (d), and 18G0 (e), certain provisions 
of these Acts having been applied to this court, as have the whole 


{h) This court is held uuder the authority of chaiters of Edward IV. and 
Charles II. (Eot. Cart., 3 Edw. 4, 23 & 24 Edw. 4, No. 4 ; Pat. Rol., 17 Car. 2, 
Part VI., No. 2). The court was originally granted by a charter of 1 John, 
printed in Eot. Cart., Vol. I., p. 65 b. 

(/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante, 

{m) By Order in Council of 5th June, 1858 (Statutory Eules and Ordera 
Eevised, Vol. VI., Infei-ior Court, England, p. 76). 

(n) By Order in Council of 5th June, 1858 (ibid., p. 75). 

(o) Parliamentary Paper, 1888, (C. 187) Ixxxii., 169. 

( p) Information Kindly given by the town clerk. 

(7) See p. 215, poet. 

(r) On me passing of a Paving Act (33 Geo. 3, 0. xcii.) which gave powers to 
commissioners to deal with nuisances. 

(e) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part Tv., pp. 2293 — 2317. Under charters of Henry VIII. the corporation of 
Ipswich has a grant of a Court of Admiralty (Pat. Eol., 10 Hen. 8 and 13 
Hen. 8). The boundaries of the jurisdiction of this court are from the Platters 
and (north-east of Landguard Fort) south-eastward to the west side of the Cork 
sand, thence in a straight line to the Naze, along the coast by the town of 
Harwich, and up the river to Ipswich, and no farther. See p. 105, ante, 

(a) This court is held under the authority of 18 Hen. 6, charters of Eot. Cart., 
No. 29, Henry VII. and Charles II. ; Pat. Eol., 13 Car. 2, Part X^II., No. 22. 

(b) Mimicipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet 0. 60), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

(c) 15 & 16 Viet a 76. 

(d) 17 & 18 Viet 0. 125 

(e) 23 24 Viet a 126« 
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OotTHTS. 


8»ox. B. of tjjo provisions in the schedule to the Borough and Local Courts 
Parttenlur of Eecord Act, 1872 (/), and the provisions of the Summary 
Courts. Procedure on Bills of Exchange Act, 1856 (g). Rules were also 
made between 1862 and 1867 bjr the then recorder, and confirmed 
by three judges of the superior courts of common law, as to 
pleadings etc. (/t). The court is still held(i). 

There is also a court of pie poudre(/c). By a charter of 
Henry VI. (/) the mayor and aldermen are entitled to choose 
from among themselves an admiral of the Humber (m). 

(Ixxix.) Kingaton-on^ThameSt 

Kingston-on. 373. The Court of Eecord of Kingston-on-Thames (n) has juris- 
diction in all personal and mixed actions to any amount. The 
court is directed to be held weekly before the bailiffs and the recorder 
and the steward of the court, or two of them. There is a recorder of 
Kingston, who is consequently judge of the court (o). The 
office of the steward of the court was held ex officio by the Attorney- 
General, but there is no record of his ever having attended. The 
jurisdiction of the court extends over Kingston, Elmbridge, 
Copthorne, and Effingham hundreds. The process is by summons. 
The costs are stated to be moderate, the average expense of a trial 
and final process not exceeding £10. The court has been in 
abeyance since the introduction of county courts in 1846. 

The corporation has a court leet(p) and view of frankpledge, 
with jurisdiction formerly extending over the whole hundred of 
Kingston, but in 1629 (q) the corporation released to the Crown 
that part of the jurisdiction which was within the manor of Eich- 
mond and the hamlets of Eichmond and Kew and Petersham, and 
the manor of Ham, appurtenant to the manor of Eichmond (?•). 


(/) 35 & 36 Viet. c. 86, by Order in Council of 26tb June, 1873 (Statutory 
Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., Inferior Couit, England, p. 78). 

{y) 18 & 19 Viet. 0 . 57, by Order in Council of 2lBt November, 1855 
p. 77). 

(/i) lOtb November, 1852 ; 7th November, 1853 ; 23rd January, 1857 
(Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, 

S p. 80—85). . E. 23 of these rules runs as follows : “ That in all other respects 
le practice and pleading of this court shall bo conformable to and as much as 
may be regulated by the town practice and pleading in the superior courts of 
common law at Westminster, whether such practice or pleading be regulated 
from time to time by Act of Parliament, rules of court, or otherwise.’’ 

(i) Eighty-three plaints were issued in 1905 (Parliamentary Paper, 1907 
[0. 8477], p. 164). 

(Jc) See p. 136, ante, 

(0 26 ELen. 6. 

(m) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Pait in., pp. 1545—1556, and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(n) The court is held under the authority of a charter of James I. (Pat. Eol,, 
1 Jao. 1, Port VI0» granted 17th November, 1603. 

(o) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 


(p) See p. 215, post. 


consideration of a charter extending the jurisdiction of the (Dourt of 
Record over the hundreds of Copthorne and Effingh^ 4 Car. 1, 13th Decemto, 
1629. 

(r) The corporation has also a court baron. See p. 216, posU 
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The Hundred Court of Kingston is a court of ancient demesne (<), 
The latest entries in its records are a recovery suffered 1 Jac. 1. 
and a fine levied 6 Jac. I. 

There is also a court of pie poudre (t). 

(Ixxx.) Kirlcby •in- Kendal, 

374. The civil court of Kirkby-in-Kendal (a) has jurisdiction in 
personal actions from 405. to £40. The court is directed to be 
held every three weeks before the mayor and the two senior 
aldermen. The court has been in abeyance since about 1835 (b), 

(Ixxxi.) Lancaster, 

376. The Court of Pleas of the Borough of Lancaster (c) has 
jurisdiction in personal actions to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held every week before the mayor. The process is 
either by service, caption of the person (bailable), or attachment of 
the goods. The town clerk is appointed registrar of the court. No 
rules or tables of fees are in existence. The court has been in 
abeyance for many years (e). There is also a court of pie poudre, 
held before the mayor (/). 

(Ixxxii.) Launceston, 

376. The Launceston Court of Eecord (gr) has jurisdiction in 
personal actions to any amount. The court is directed to bo 
held every week before the mayor and aldermen. The court has 
fallen into abeyance since 1835 (/t). 

(Ixxxiii.) Leicester, 

377. The Leicester Court of Record (i) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held weekly or oftener if necessary. There is a 
recorder of Leicester, who is consequently judge of the 


(a) See p. 217, •post, 

(t) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IV., pp. 2892—2900. See p. I3G, ante. 

(a) This court is held under the authority of a charter of 86 Charles U. 

(b) Appendix to Peport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part ni., pp. 1689—1592. Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(c) This court is held under the authority of a charter of George III. (Pat. 
Pol., 59 Geo. 3, Part XII., No. 2), Information kindly given by the town 
clerk. 

(c) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part III., pp. 1697 — lf307 ; information as to costs will be found at p. 1607. 

(/) See p. 136, ante. 

{g) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Philip and Mary 
(Pat. Pol., 2 & 3 Phil & Mar., Part VII.), granted 15th February, 1556. 

(A) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 517, 619. Information as to costs will be found on p. 619. 
Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(t) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabeth 
(Pat. EoL, 41 Eliz., Part L, f. 1), granted let June, 1699. This charter it 
printed at length in Nichols’ Leicestershire, Voh I., Part II., pp. 409 — 415. 

H.L.— DC. K 
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court (fc). Thfl procedure is the same as that of the Court of 
King’s Bench before 1862. The court has been in abeyance 
since about 1836 (Q. The charter of Queen Elizabeth also grants 
a court leet (m) and view of frankpledge, to be held twice a year 
before the mayor etc. (n). The corporation have also (o) a court of 
pie poudre (p). 

(Ixxxiv.) Leominster, 

378 . The Leominster Court of Eecord (^) has jurisdiction in 
personal actions up to J6100. The court is directed to be held 
every other week before the mayor and burgesses. The procedure 
is similar to that of the superior courts of common law before 1852. 
No rules or tables of fees are in existence. The court has been in 
abeyance since about 1846. 

There is also a court of pie poudre (r), held before the mayor («) 
(Ixxxv.) Lichfield. 

379 . The Lichfield Court of Eecord (t) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, from 40*. to any amount. 
The court is directed to be held weekly. The recorder of Lichfield 
is judge of the court (a). The procedure and pleadings are 
similar to those in the superior courts of common law before 1852, 
and the costs about one-third of those of the superior courts. Th« 
court has been in abeyance since the establishment of county courts 
in 1846 (5). 

(Ixxxvi.) Lincoln. 

380 . The Borough Mote Court and the Court for Foreigners of 
Lincoln (<■) have jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, 
to any amount. The two courts became amalgamated under the 
title of the Lincoln Court for Foreigners. There is a recorder of 


[k) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 50), ss. 175, 176 ; see 
p. 13^, ante. 

(/) Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(m) See p.. 216^ post 

(n) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, Pait 
m., pp. 1885—1897. 

{o) oelden Society, Vol. XXHI., p. xv. 

Ip) See p. 136, ante^ 

(q) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles II. (Pat. 
Eol., 17 Car. 2, Part V., No. 9), granted 6th June, 1666. Under the charter 
1 Mar. (Pat. Eol., Part XV,), granted 28th May, 1554, the couit was originally 
granted with jurisdiction limits to £5. 

M See p. 136, ante. 

(s) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 293—296 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(^) This court is held under the authority of charters of James I. and 
Charles 11. (Pat. Rol. 21 Jao. 1, Port I., No. 8; Pat. RoL, 16 Car. 2, Part XX., 
No, 1). 

(a) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict c. 50), ss. 175^ 176; see 
p. 134, ante, 

(h) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part III., pp. 1925—1928 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(e) These courts are held under the authority of a charter of Charles L (Pat. 
BoL, 4 Oar. 1> Part XLI., No. 1), granted 18th Pecemberi 1628, 
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the city of Lincoln, but in 1835 the judge of the court was a 
barrister of five years* standing, and consequently the recorder is 
not ex officio the judge of the court (d). The court has been in 
abeyance for about a hundred years. This court appears to 
have originally been a court of busting, modelled on that of 
London (e). 

There is also a court leet(/), to be held twice a year before 
the judge of the court of record (< 7 ). 

This was an ancient Court of the Staple at Lincoln (7i). 

(Ixxxvii.) Liakeard, 

381. The Liskeard Court of Record (i) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held before the mayor or his deputy, two capital 
burgesses (councillors), and before the chief steward (town clerk) if 
he be present. There are no rules of the court or tables of fees 
in existence, and the procedure is unknown. The court has been 
in abeyance for nearly a century. 

There is also a court leet (k) and view of frankpledge, to be 
held twice a year before the mayor or his deputy and two 
capital burgesses (councillors) (Z), and a court of pie poudre (?/i), 
which has also long been disused (n). 

(bmcYiii.) Liverpool, 

382. The Liverpool ( 0 ) Court of Passage (j?) has jurisdiction in 
personal actions to any amount where the defendant or one of the 
defendants resides or carries on business within the jurisdiction of 
the court, or, by leave of the judge or registrar, when the whole or 
part of the cause of action arises within such jurisdiction, provided 
that, except where the whole cause of action arises within the 


{(J) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (4d & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176; see 
p. ante. 


M See note (c?), p, 116, post, 

if' - 


If) See p. 215, post 

{(]) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IV., pp. 2345—2355. 

{h) Statute of the Staple (27 Edw. 8, stat. 2, c. 19), see p. 137, ante. ' 

(0 This court is held under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabeth 
(Pat. RoL, 29 Eliz., Part XIII., f. 32), granted 26th July, 1587. 

fA:) See p. 215, post. 

h) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part L, pp. 525—527. 

(m) S^ p. 136, ante. 

(n) The court leet and the court of pie poudre are both held under the 
authority of the charter of Queen Elizabeth. 

(o) A charter of Henry III. (Rot. Chart, 13 Hen. 3, Part I., memb. 9), 
^nted 24th March, 1229, contamed a grant to the burgesses of Liverpool of 
the franchise of “ sac and soc,” the word sac meaning a free court. 

Op) This court was granted by charters of Charles I. and William m. (Pat 
EoL, 2 Car. 1, Part XV., No. 8), granted 4th July, 1626, 7 Will. 3, granted 26th 
September, 1695. The name seems to be derived from the fact that the court 
was originally intended for causes arising out of the imports and export 
passing through (Encyebpasdia Britannioa, VoL XIV., p. 714). Up to 1853 all 
proceedings were entitled “in the borough court of Liverpool.” Information 
kindly given by the registrar. 
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CJOURTS, 


8*OT. jurisdiction, no action under £20, in which the county court has 
Faiticulaf jurisdiction, shall be commenced in this court (cj)* The court also 
Courts, has jurisdiction to try all actions of ejectment between landlord and 

tenant wherein the annual rent of the premises in question does 

not exceed £100, and where no fine is reserved or made payable (r). 

This court, which is still in full operation (s), is regulated by 
certain local and personal Acts (t), and also by two public and 
general Acts (a). The local Act of 1884 provided for the appoint- 
ment by the corporation of an assistant barrister of seven years* 
standing. In 1893 the title of this judicial officer was changed to 
the Presiding Judge of the Court of Passage ** (6), with the same 
power, jurisdiction, and authority in regard to causes in the Court 
of Passage (subject to rules of court) as is possessed by a judge of 
the High Court sitting in chambers or at nisi prius. 

In case of the death, sickness, or unavoidable absence of the pre- 
siding judge, the recorder of Liverpool may act in lieu of him (c). 

Rules and 383. The presiding judge has power, with the concurrence of the 
procedure. authority for the time being empowered to make rules for the 
Supreme Court, to adopt and apply to the Court of Passage any or 
all of the Rules of the Supreme Court, with such modifications, if 
any, as may be thought fit. Such rules are not to be invalid by 
reason of extending or otherwise affecting the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Passage (d). Rules were made and confirmed under this 
power in 1903 and 1909 {e). 

These rules practically assimilate the procedure of the court to 
that of the King’s Bench and Admiralty Divisions of the High 
Court (/), except that summary judgment under Ord. 14 cannot be 
obtained against a defendant who is a domestic or menial servant, 
a labourer, a servant in husbandry, a journeyman, an artificer, a 


(^) Liverpool Court of Passage Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 37), s. 2. 

(r) Liveipool Court of Passage Procedure Act, 1853 (16 Viet. c. xxi.), s. 48. 
As to the Admiralty jurisdiction of the Court of Passage, see title Admiralty, 
Vol. I., p. 140. 

(fl) Three thousand three hundred and twenty-five plaints were issued in 1905, 
of which a hundred and nineteen came on for trial (Civil Judicial Statistics, 
1905, Parliamentary Paper, 1907 [C. 3477], p. 104). 

(<) 4 & 6 Will. 4, c. xcii. ; 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. cxxxv. ; 7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet, 
c. xcviii. ; 1 & 2 Viet. c. xeix. ; 5 & 6 Viet. c. lii. ; Liverpool Court of Passage 
Procedure Act, 1853 (16 Viet. c. xxi.); Liverpool Corporation Act, 1880 (43 & 44 
Viet. c. xxviii.), s. 4 ; and Liverpool Improvement Act, 1886 (49 & 50 Viet, 
c. Ixxx.), Bs. 29, 30. 

(a) Liverpool Court of Passage Act, 1 893 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 37) ; Liverpool 
Court of Passage Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 21). 

(5) Liverpo(ji Court of Passage Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. e. 37), s. 6. 

(c) 4 & 5 Will. 4, e. xcii., s, 2. 

(d) Liverpool Court of Passage Act, 1893 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 37), s. 8. As to 

the power to make rules, see K v. Liverpool Corporation 18 Q. B. D. 510. 

{e) The 1903 Rules are published by the corporation or Liverpool, price 
105. 6d. For the 1909 Rules see [1909] W. N„ Pt. IL, 123 
(/) The following is a list of the Rules of the Supreme Court, reproduced in 
the Rules of the Liverpool Court of Passage : Ord. 1, r. 1 ; Ord. 2, rr. 1 — 3, 7, 8 ; 
Ord. 3, rr. 1—4, 6, 7 ; Ord. 4, rr. 1, 2 ; Ord. 5, rr. 3, 10-13, 16, 17 ; Ord. 6, r. I ; 
Ord. 7, rr. 1, 3; Ord. 8; Ord. 9, rr, 1—6, 8—16; Ord. 10, Ord. 11 (adapted); 
Ord. 12, rr. 8—14, 17—22, 24—30 ; Ord. 13, it. 1—10, 12—14 ; Ord. 14 ; 
Ord. 16, rr. 1—9, 11—18, 16—31, 48—66 ; Ord. 17 ; Ord. 18 ; Ord. 18 a ; 
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handicraftsman, a miner, or any person engaged in manual 
labour {g). The rules also contain tables of court fees and of 
solicitors* costs (A), and a scale of allowances to witnesses. 

384. Actions or matters may be removed frorn the Court of 
Passage by writ of certiorari or otherwise, if the High Court or a 
judge thereof deem it desirable, upon such terms as to payment of 
costs, giving security, or otherwise as the High Court or a judge 
thereof think fit to impose (i). There is a power to remit actions 
of tort(j) commenced in the High Court to the Court of Passage 
when the plaintiff has no visible means of paying the defendant's 
costs, and the plaintiff fails to give security for such costs, or to 
satisfy a judge of the High Court that his action is fit to be 
prosecuted in the High Court. 

Actions of contract commenced in the High Court where the 
amount in dispute does not exceed £100 may be remitted to the Court 
of Passage in a similar manner as it might have been remitted 
to the county court (A;). Actions of contract commenced in the 
Court of Passage where the amount in dispute is less than £10 may 
be similarly transferred to the county court (Z). An appeal upon 
any issue tried in the Court of Passage is allowed under the same 
circumstances and rules as in the case of a trial at nisi prius (m). 

385. There are a registrar and a deputy registrar of the court, 
who must be either practising barristers or practising solicitors of 


Ord. 19 ; Ord. 20, rr. 1, 3, 4, 6, 7 ; Ord. 21, rr. 1—7, 9—21 ; Ord. 22, rr. 1—9, 11, 
13—16, 20—22; Ord, 23; Ord. 24; Ord. 25, rr. 1—4; Ord. 26; Ord. 27, 
rr. 1—9, 11—15 ; Ord. 28 ; Ord. 29, rr. 1—8, 10—12, 14—18 ; Ord. 30 ; Ord. 31 ; 
Ord. 32; Ord. 33, r. 1 ; Ord. 34, rr. 1 — 7, 9—12 ; Ord. 35, r. 8 ; Ord. 36, rr. 2, 
4—8, 11—19, 22b, 28, 30—34, 36—40, 42, 43, 56—58; Ord. 37, rr. 1—35; 
Ord. 38, rr. 1 — 19, 21 — 24 ; Ord. 39; Ord. 40, rr. 1 — 9; Ord. 41, rr. 1, 3 — 10; 
Ord. 42, rr. 1, 2, 5—9, 11—24, 26-34; Ord. 43, rr. 1—4, 8—13; Ord. 44; 
Ord. 45; Ord. 47; Ord. 48; Ord. 48 a, rr. 1 — 10; Ord. 49, r. 8; Ord. 50, 
rr. 1—8, 11, 12 ; Ord. 51, rr. 14—16 ; Ord. 52, rr. 1—11, 13, 14, 23; Ord. 53 ; 
Ord. 54, rr. 1—12, 20, 22, 26—29; Ord. 56; Ord. 57, rr. 1—13, 15—17; 
Ord. 59, r. 3 ; Ord. 61, rr, 6, 7, 16, 20 ; Ord. 64 ; Ord. 65, rr. 1, 2, 5 — 7, 11, 
13 — 17, 23, 27 (in part); Ord. 66, rr. 1, 2, 4, and 7 (in part), 8, 9; Ord. 67, 
rr. 1 — 7^ 9 — 14 ; Ord. 70 ; Ord. 71 (adapted) ; Ord. 72, r. 2. 

{a) Liverpool Court of Passage Rules, 1909, Ord. 14, r. 9. 

\h) There are thi'ee scales of fees and costs ; higher scale where the amount 
recovered exceeds £50 ; middle scale where in contract the amount recovered is 
not less than £20, and in tort than £10; lower scale where the amount 
recovered is less. The higher scale is based on the lower scale of the High 
Court, and the middle and lower on the county court scales, B and A. 

(i) Liverpool Court of Passage Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Yict. c. 37), s. 5. The 
defendant’s common law right to remove an action by certiorari has not been 
taken away (Edwards v. Liverpool Corporation (1902), 86 L. T. 627). 

(j) J6ia., B. 4, 

(A) Ibid,, s. 3 ; see also title County Courts, Vol. VTH., p, 438. 

(Z) Liverpool Court of Passage Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viot. c. 21), s. 4. 

(mj Liverpool Court of Passage Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Yict. c. 37), s. 10. An 
apphcation lies to the Court of Appeal for a new trial of an interpleader issue 
or any other issue under this section (Coates v. Moore, [1903] 2KB. 140, C. A.). 
The judge of the Court of Passage can give leave to appeal in any case in which 
a judge at chambers has power to do so (Hunter v. Jacobsen (l899), 80 L. T. 
641, C. A.). An appeal on an application for a new trial is to the Court of 
Appeal (Anderson v. Dean, [1894] 2 Q, B. 222, C* Au As to procedure in appeaL 
•ee Bridge v. Daine (1873), 29 L. T. 477. 
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five years’ standing. They are appointed by, and hold their office 
during the pleasure of, the city council (n). ^ They have the powers 
(subject to rules of court) of a registrar, district registrar, master, 
taxing officer, and associate of the High Court (o). There is an 
appeal from all orders, decisions, and directions of the registrar and 
the presiding judge (p). 

The officer of the court is the Sergeant-at-mace (g). 

386 . In 1869 Admiralty jurisdiction was conferred on the county 
court of Lancashire holden at Liverpool (r), and consequently the 
Court of Passage acquired Admiralty jurisdiction to the like 
extent (s). The practice and procedure are regulated by the Rules 
of 1903 before referred to, and are similar to those of the High 
Court. 

387 . The corporation of Liverpool have also a court leet (t) and 
view of frankpledge under their charter. 

(Ixxxix.) Llandovery, 

388 . The Bailiff’s Court of Llandovery (i^) has jurisdiction in 
all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held monthly before the bailiff (now the mayor). 
Nothing is known of the practice and procedure of this court, which 
had fallen into abeyance long before 1834, and no rules or tables of 
fees are in existence (a). 

(xc.) London, 

389 . The courts of the city of London are ( 1 ) the Court of 
Husting ; (2) the Mayor’s Court (h ) ; (3) the court of equity before 
the Lord Mayor ; (4) the City of London Court (c) ; (5) the sheriffs* 
courts ; (6) the Court of Quarter Sessions for the City of London ; 
(7) the Court of the Chamberlain; (8) courts leet and views of 
frankpledge. 

390 . The Court of Husting {d) is the highest and most ancient 
court in the city of London {e). The jurisdiction of this court 

(n) Liverpool Improvement Act, 1886 (49 & 60 Viet. c. Ixxx.), s. 29. 
lo) Liverpool Court of Passage Act, 1893 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 37), s. 7. 

(p) Ihid,, s. 9. 

{q) See Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 
1835, Part IV., pp. 2689 — 2713. Information kindly given by the registrar. 

(r) By Order in Council of 14fch January, 1869, now repealed and consolidated 
by the Coimty Courts (Admiralty Jurisdiction) Order in Council, 1899. 

(e) County Courts Admiralty Jmisdiction Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. o. 71), 
B. 25. See also title Admiralty, Vol. I., p. 140, 

(t) See p, 216, post, 

(ii) This court is hold under the authority of a charter of Richard HI. (Rot 
Chart., 2 Ric. 3, Part I., memb. 4), granted 26th January, 1485; confirmed 
by charters of 22 Hen. 8, granted 6th April, 1531 and 32 Eliz., granted 
10th July, 1590. 

(a) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Pai-t 1., pp. 301 — 303. Information kinoly given by the town clerk. 

(b) For this court see title Mayor* s Oou bt, London. 
fc) See title County Courts, Vol! VUE., p. 412 . 

(a) ‘‘Husting*’ = “house and thing,” and thus signifies a “thing” (from 
tingat to speak) or court held in a house. Courts of husting also were granted 
to Lincoln, Norwich, Oxford, Winchester. Great Yarmouth, and York. 
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originally extended over all actions real, mixed, and personal, to 
any amount, but the extent of the business in time (/) caused the 
erection of the separate jurisdictions of the Mayor’s Court and the 
sheriffs’ courts for personal actions and ejectments, while the 
jurisdiction of the Court of Husting was restricted to real and 
mixed actions (with the exception of ejectments), and to the action 
of replevin. 

The court was then divided into two divisions, the Court of 
Husting for Pleas of Land (g) and the Court of Husting for Common 
Pleas, which were directed to be held in alternate weeks. The 
recorder is the actual judge of the court, although, as in the case 
of the Mayor’s Court (h), the lord mayor (or in his absence an 
alderman who has passed the chair) and sheriffs are technically the 
judges of the court. 

Wills and deeds may also be enrolled in this court, but of late 
years very few have been so enrolled. The rolls of pleas of land 
commence 1273 and end 1724, while those of common pleas 
commence in 1272 and end 1506 (i). 

391. The two ancient sheriffs’ courts for the Poultry Compter 
and for the Giltspur Street Compter have never been formally 
abolished (/c), and in 1901 the Court of Common Council appointed 
the existing judges of the City of London Court to be respectively 
judges of the Poultry and of the Giltspur Street Compters. 

392. The court of equity held before the Lord Mayor was a 
species of court of review of the sheriffs’ courts. A defendant after 
judgment might enter into recognisances to pay the debt or 
damages in case of affirmance, and to abide by such order as the 
Lord Mayor should make. The judge of the sheriffs’ court attended 
with the record and his notes together with the recorder and the 
City Solicitor. After argument the Lord Mayor has authority to 
order that the plaintiff be debarred from recovering the debt or 
damages, or that the debt or damages shall be abridged, i.e,, 
reduced, or that the defendant shall have time on giving security 
for payment, or that the judgment shall be suspended to allow the 
defendant to file a bill in equity for an injunction, or he may decline 
to interfere (Z). 

393. The Court of Quarter Sessions for the City of London 
is held (??i), before the Lord Mayor, the aldermen, and the 


(/) Apparently about the thirteenth century. 

h) This court was last held on 2nd June, 1908, to enrol a deed. 

(A) See title Mayor’s Court, London. In the absence of the Lord Mayor 
the Court of Husting could be held by six aldermen (Markwick v. Lmdon 
(1707), 2 Bro. Pari. Cm. 409). 

(♦) Sharpe, Calendar of Wills, Court of Husting, London, Vol. I., Introduction, 
pp. xix., XX. ; Pulling, Laws, Customs, and &gulations of London, p. 170; 
Appendix to Report oi the Municipal Corporations Commissioners (London and 
Southwark), Pomamentary Paper, 1837 (60), p. 123. 

Uc) Cohen, The Law and the City, p. 18. 

u) 4 Co. Inst 248. This court has fallen into disuse. 

4in) Under tba authority of ohartere of Edward IV., James I., aud Charles L 
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Courts loot. 


Courts. 

recordsr, of whom the Lord Mayor or an alderman who has passed 
the chair, or the recorder, and at least three other aldermen must 
be present. Since 1851 (n) this court has the same powers to try 
criminal offences as other quarter sessions (o), but as the Central 
Criminal Court has concurrent jurisdiction in the case of offences 
occurring in the City, such offences are, as a matter of convenience, 
tried at the Central Criminal Court (p). Appeals, however, from 
courts of summary jurisdiction are heard at the City Quarter 
Sessions. The Court of Quarter Sessions has in addition j urisdiction 
as to-~(l) estreats; (2) examining and allowing the accounts of 
the City of London Trophy Tax, as a preliminary to the issue of a 
warrant for the raising of the tax (q) ; (3) expenses in cases dis- 
missed and other small matters ; (4) the assessment of compensa- 
tion for lands taken under Michael Angelo Taylor's Act (r) ; 
(5) business with regard to forfeited recognisances; (6) poor law 
and rating appeals. 

394 . The Chamberlain of the City of London has also a court (s), 
which existed in the time of Edward VI., for hearing and deter- 
mining differences and disputes between apprentices and their 
masters. The judges of the court are the Chamberlain and the 
Controller of the Chamber (who is the Vice-Chamberlain). Sum- 
monses are granted for a fee of Is, Counsel and solicitors have 
audience as the friends ** of the parties. An appeal lies to the 
recorder and a jury in the Mayor’s Court (t), 

396 . In each of the twenty-six wards of the City of London 
there is a ward-mote, held annually on St. Thomas’s Day, which is 
equivalent to a court leet and view of frankpledge (a). 

396 . There is also a court leet and court baron for the manor 
of Finsbury, held yearly before the steward of the manor, and 
another for the manor of Duke’s Place, held before the Lord Mayor 
as steward of that manor. 


(Rot. Curt., 1 Edw. 4 ; 2, 3 & 4 Edw. 4, No. 10, granted 9tli November, 1462 ; 
6 Jac. 1, granted 24th September, 1608 ; 1 Car. IG, granted 18th October, 1638) ; 
Maitland, Histoir of London, Vol. L, pp. 290, 308. 

(n) Criminal Justice Administration Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 55), s. 13, 
whicn repealed s. 17 of the Central Criminal Court Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will 4 
c. 36). 

fo) See p. 82, ante, 
f p) See p. 87, ante. 

(o) Militia (City of London) Act, 1820 (1 Goo. 4, c. 100). The tax is raised 
under 13 & 14 Car. 2, o. 8, s. 27. 

(r) 67 Geo. 3, o. xxix. 

(s) The jurisdiction of this court has been upheld on proceedings on mandamus 

E Commission, 1893, Statement as to the Origin of the Position, Powers, 
and Finance of the Corporation of London), and is expressly preserved 
by the Employers and Workmen Act, 1875 (38 & 89 Viet. c. 90), s. 13. 

(t) See Ro^Ed Commission, 1893, Statement as to the Origin of the Position, 
Powers, Duties and Finance of the Corporation of London, and Appendix to 
Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners (London and Southwark), 
Porliamentanr Paper, 1837 (60), p. 100. See also Emerson, Courts of Law of 
the City of London. 

(a) ^ep. 215, poif. 
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(xci.) Ludlow. (§eot. 5. 

397. The Ludlow Court of Record Qj) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held every week. There is a recorder of Ludlow, Ludlow, 
who is consequently judge of the court (c). The proceedings 

are assimilated as nearly as possible to those in the Court of 
Common Pleas before 1852. A table of fees existed in 1884. 

Solicitors have audience in this court. 

A charter of Edward VI. granted to the corporation a court of pio 
poudre (<f), which had fallen into abeyance before 1884. 

The corporation has also a court leet (e), held once a year 
before the town clerk as steward (y). 

(xcii.) L^me Regia. 

398. The corporation of Lyme Regis (g) had a grant of a court hyme Regis, 
of busting (A), to be held according to the customs of London. 

The court has jurisdiction in actions of debt and assumpsit to 
any amount. The court is directed to be held weekly before the 
mayor and capital burgesses (now councillors). The procedure and 
pleadings are similar to those in the superior courts of common law 
before 1835. Rules of practice dated 1841 are in existence. No 
table of fees is in existence, but certain bills of costs are preserved. 
Summonses are still issued, but judgment is usually obtained 
by default. 

The corporation has also a court leet (i). 

(xciii.) Lynn or King^e Lynn. 

399. The Guildhall Court of King’s Lynn (A), or Lynn Regis, Lyna. 
has jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any 
amount. The court is directed to be held twice a week. There 

is a recorder of the borough, who is judge of the court (Z). The 
procedure and pleadings are similar to those in the superior courts 
of common law before 1880. A table of fees is in existence (?/i), 
but the court has been in abeyance for many years. 


[b) This cjourt is held under the authority of a charter of Edward IV. (Eot, 
Cart., 1 Edw. 4, Part II., No. 12), granted 7th December, 1161. 

(c) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

{d) See p. 136. ante. 

(e) See p. 215, 

( f) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IV., pp. 2783—2793. 

(g) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Edward I. (Eot. 
Cart., 13 Edw. 1, memb. 31), granted let January, 1285. 

(h) As to this name, see note (d), p. 176, ante. 

(t) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835 
Part n., pp. 1303 — 1309 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk ; see 
p. 215, 

(A;) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Henry VIII. (Pat. 
Eol., 29 Hen. 8, Part V.). 

(Z) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. o. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

(m) Printed in Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commie- 
aioners^ 1835, Part IV., p. 2403. 
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Courts, 


Biot. 5. The same charter grants to the corporation a court of Tolbooth 
Farticuiar for hearing and determining civil pleas where the cause of action 
Courts, arose on the water. There is also a court of pie poudre (n), to be 
held once a year (o), and a court leet(p) and view of frankpledge, 
held yearly before the mayor (q). 

(xoiv.) Macclesfield. 

400. The Earl of Derby as hereditary steward (r) of the manor 
and forest of Macclesfield has a court for the liberty of the 
Hundred of Macclesfield and also a court for the manor and forest 
of Macclesfield, both of which are held within the town of Maccles- 
field (s). The jurisdiction of these courts extends to personal 
actions to any amount. They are held before the deputy steward (t). 
There is no recorder of the borough of Macclesfield {a). 

The Earl of Derby has also a court leet (J) in Macclesfield, held 
before the deputy steward (c). 

The corporation also appears to have a court of portmote, with 
jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount, 
but whether by prescription or under charter is unknown (d). 
The corporation of Macclesfield has a court of pie poudre (e). 

(xcv.) Maidenhead. 

Maidenhead. 401. Tho Maidenhead Court of Record (/) has jurisdiction in 
all actions, real, mixed, and personal, up to the amount of £20, where 
either the plaintiff or the defendant is an inhabitant of the town. 


in) See p. 136, ante. 

(o) Under the authority of a charter of James I. (Pat. Pol., 2 Jac. 1, Part 
XXVIL), the corporation of King’s Lynn have the grant of a court of Admiralty, 
BOO p. 106, ante. 

(p) See p. 216, post. 

{(j) Appendix to lloport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
l\irt IV., pp. 2389-* 2404. 

(r) Under a grant to Thomas, Lord Stanley, and his heirs 11th January, 1462, 

(s) See definition of “borough civil court,” Municipal Corporations Act, 
1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 60h s. 7 (1). 

(t) In 1833 considerable business was done in these courts, in which causes 
wore tried four times a year. The records of these courts from the time of 
Edward IIL exist. In the Record Office there are court rolls of 22 Edw. 3 and 
following years, portfolio 165, Nos. 65—58. 

(a) There was a recorder of Macclesfield at the time of the passing of tho 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76). 

(b) See p. 216, post. 

(c) Report on certain Boroughs by T. J. Hogg, Parliamentary Paper, 1838 
(686), pp. 61—63. 

((/) A charter dated 29th May, 1261, of Edwaid, eldest eon of Henry III., 
granted to the burgesses of Macclesfield that they should not be impleaded or 
adjudged of any plea outside their borough (Earwaker, Hist, of East Cheshire, 
Vol. II., p. 460|. Couii; Rolls of this court of 22 Edw. 3 and following years are 
in the Record Office, Court Rolls, portfolio 155, Nos. 65—58. 

(e) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles II., granted 
19th November, 1684 (Earwaker, History of East Cheshire, VoL EE., p, 462). 
See p. 136, ante. 

(/ ) This court is held under the authority of a charter of 15 Charles IT. 
This charter was surrendered, and a new charter in similar terms, so far as 
relates to jurisdiction, was granted (1 Jao. 2). Neither of these charters appear 
to have enrolled. 
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The court is directed to be held every three weeks before the mayor S®ot. 6. 
(and bridgemasters). Nothing appears to be known as to the prac- Particular 
tice and procedure of the court, but in 1834 a table of fees was in Courts, 
existence. 

The charter also granted a court of pie poudre (g), which has been 
in abeyance for a long period, and a court of the Clerk of the 
Markets (h), to be held once a year before the mayor (/). 

(xcvi.) Maidstone. 

402. The Maidstone Court of Pleas (/c) has jurisdiction in all Maidstone, 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, within the borough, and in mixed 

and personal actions and in replevin to any amount in the parishes 
of East Farleigh, Barmynge, Looze, Boxley, Allingfcon, Milhale, 

Newhyth, Linton, and Otham. The court is directed to be held 
every other week. There is a recorder of Maidstone, who is con- 
sequently judge of the court (Z). Nothing is known of the 
practice and procedure of the court, which has been in abeyance 
since 1778. 

Under the same charter the corporation has a court of pie 
poudre (m), which has been in abeyance for a long period, and a 
court of conservancy, for the purpose of preserving the banks of 
the stream and the fishery, but nothing is known of the procedure 
of this court. 

There is also a court leet(n), held annually before the mayor 
and justices (o), 

(xcvii.) Maldon. 

403. The town of Maldon (p) has (1) a court of record for the Maldon, 
trial of civil actions, which has jurisdiction in personal actions to 

any amount. The court was directed to be held every three weeks. 

The recorder of Maldon was judge of the court (q), which 
fell into abeyance before 1768. (2) A court of record for passing 

the estates of married women. The property must lie within the 
borough. (8) A court of pie poudre (?*). 

{g) See p. 136, ante, 

(h) See p. 137, ante, 

(0 Appendix to Report of the Municipal (^rporations Commissioners, 1835, 

Part IV.. pp. 2909—2913 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(k) This court is held under the authority of a charter of George II. (Pat. Rol., 

21 Geo. 2, Part I., No. 26, granted 17th July, 1747). 

(Z) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, o, 60), ss. 175, 170. Soe 
p. 134, ante. 

(m) See p. 136, ante. 

(n) See p. 216, post, 

(o) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 

Part n., pp. 751— 764. 

(p) Tnese courts are held under the authority of a charter of George III. 

(Pat. RoL, 60 Geo. 3, Part XITE., No. 12). The court of record was in existence 
in 1383. The first grant appears to be by charter of 18 Edw. 1 (printed in 
Calendar of Charter Rolls, Vol. 11., pp. 351, 352), which contains a grant of 
“ sac and soc.” ^e charter of George HE. also contains the grant of a court of 
admiralty (see p. 105, ante). This court was last held in 1818. 

(q) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

(r) See p. 136, ante. Appendix to Report of the Municipal Oorporationi 
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SaOT. 6. 
Farticnlar 
Courts. 

Blulborongh. 


Monmonth. 


Neath. 


Newark. 


(xcviii.) Marlborough. 

404 . The Mayor’s or King’s Court of Marlborough («) has juris- 
diction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The 
court is directed to be held every three weeks before the mayor. The 
pleadings are as in the superior courts of common law before 1852. 

The corporation also has a court of pie poudre (t), disused in 
1836, and a court leet {a), held twice a year (5). 

(xcix,) Monmouth, 

406 . The Monmouth Borough Court (c) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount (d). The court is 
directed to beheld before the mayor and bailiff. Rules and a table of 
fees were made in 1833. Very little has been done in this court 
eince 1795(c). 

(c.) Neath. 

406 . The Neath Court of Pleas (/) has jurisdiction in actions of 
debt up to £100. The court is directed to be held before the 
constable of the castle of Neath and (the portreeve) now the mayor. 
This court almost fell into abeyance in 1798, but the date of the last 
proceeding is 1818. No rules or tables of fees are in existence (^f). 

The mayor has also authority to hold a court baron (ft), but it 
has not been held since 1816. 

(ci.) Newark, 

407 . The Newark Court of Record (i) has jurisdiction in actions 
of trespass, debt, detinue, and replevin to the amount of £200. 
There is a recorder of Newark, who is consequently judge of the 
court (ft). The practice, which is regulated by rules made in 1837 
by the then recorder and confirmed by three judges of the 

Commissioners, 1835, Part IV., pp. 2431 — 2447 ; and information kindly given by 
the town clerk. 

(fl) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabeth. 
(Pat. Eol., 18 Eliz., Part III., f. 4 b). 

S Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1836, 
L, p. 85. 

(a) Jhid, 

(b) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 83—85. 

(c) This court is held under the authority of charters of Edward VI., James T., 
and Charles II. (Pat. Eol., 3 Edw. 6, Part L, granted 30th June, 1550 ; Pat. 
Eol., 3 Jao. 1, Part XII., fo. 27, granted 2na September, 1606 ; Pat. Eol., 
17 Car. 2, Part I., No, 1, granted 18th May, 1666). 

(d) The court is believed to have been originally granted by a charter of 
40 Hen. 3, There is no charter-roll for this year in existence. 

(c) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part !•» PP» 321 — 325 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(/) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Henry VII. (Pat. 
Eol., 14 Hen. 7, Part n.]. 

(^) Appendix to Eeport of the Municip^ Corporations Commissioners, 1836, 
Part I., pp. 333 — 336 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(h) Seep. 216, pwt. 

(i) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles L (Pat. Eol., 
2 Car. 1, Part XV., No. 10), granted Ist July, 1626. 

(ft> Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 60), ss. 176, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 
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superior courts of common law(Z), is similar to that of the superior 
courts before 1852. The court has not been held since 1898 {m). 

(oii.) Newhury. 


Sect. 6. 
Particular 
Courts. 


408 . The Newbury Court of Record (n) has jurisdiction in per- Newbury, 
sonal actions up to 6«. 8d. (20 marks), but in consequence of 
tWe being a recorder of Newbury, who is judge of the court (o), 
the jurisdiction is increased to j£20 in personal actions, and 
extends to include actions of ejectment where the rent of the 
premises sought to be recovered does not exceed £20 and upon which 
no fine is reserved or made payable (p). The court is directed to 
be held every week. The process is by summons, and the pleadings 
and procedure, which are governed by rules made in 1832 {q), are 
similar to those in the superior courts of common law before 1852. 

The court has been in abeyance for many years. The corporation 
also have a court of pie poudre (?•), but in 1834 it had only been held 
once within the memory of the then members of the corporation. 

As lords of the manor of Newbury the corporation have a court 
leet(fi), to be holden twice a year {t). 


(ciii.) NewcasUe-undfr-Lyme. 

409 . The Court of Record of Newcastle-under-Lyme (a) has Newcagtle- 
jurisdiction in actions of contract or trespass up to £50. The under-Lyme, 
court is directed to be held every three weeks. There is a recorder 
of Newcastle-under-Lyme, who is judge of the court (5). The 
pleadings and practice are similar to those in the superior courts 
before 1852. There are no rules or tables of fees in existence. 

The court has been in abeyance for about seventy years (c). 

The corporation also have a court of pie poudre {d). 


(0 Statutory Buies and Orders Bevisod, Vol VI., Inferior Court, England, 
pp. 129—138. 

(m) Appendix to Beport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1836, 
Part III., pp. 1935 — 1937 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. See 
also Civil Judicial Statistics, 1868—1905. 

(a?) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabeth 
(Pat. BoL, 38 Eliz., Part VI., fo, 15 b). There was a surrender of this charter 
and a regrant by a charter of the first year of James II., which was in identical 
terms os regards the court. 

(o) Municipal Corpom'tions Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante, 

(p) Ihid,y B. 183. See p. 130, ante, 

(q) These rules are founded on those drawn up for the corporation of Beading 
in 1793 by Mr. Dampier (afterwards Dam pier, J.). 

Tr) See p. 136, ante, 

(«) ^ p. 215, post, 

(C Appendix to Beport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 89—91 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(a) This court is held under the authority of charters of Queen Elizabeth and 
Charles 11. (Pat. Bol., 32 Eliz., Part XX., fo. 30 b, granted 8th May, 1590 ; 
Pat. Bol., 16 Car. 2, Part XIX.). 

(b) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. o. 50), ss. 176, 176. Se6 
p. 134, ante, 

a Information kindly given by the town derk. 

Appendix to Beport of the Municipal Corporations Ckmimissioners, 1836, 
Part m., pp. 1951—1954. See p. 136, arUe. 
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Particular 
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Kewcastle- 

upon-Tjrne. 


(dv.) NewcaBtle-upon-Tyne* 

410 . The burgess (e) and non-burgess (/) courts of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne (^f) have jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and 
personal, to any amount. Actions against freemen are brought in 
the burgess court and those against non-freemen ;n the non-burgess 
court. The jurisdiction of these courts was extended in March, 
1838, to the borough of Gateshead Qi). There is a recorder of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, who is consequently judge of these courts (i). 
The practice and procedure are regulated by the Common Law 
Procedure Act, 1852 (fc). Rules were also made in 1871 under the 
Debtors Act, 1869 Q). There is a printed table of fees and solicitors’ 
costs (m). Solicitors have audience. The court is still in use. 

The corporation have also a grant of a court of conservancy, to be 
held once a year (m). 

There was an ancient Court of the Staple at Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne (w). 

(cv.) Newport (Tele of Wight), 


Newport (Isle 411 . The Newport Court of Record (o) has jurisdiction in mixed 
of Wight). personal actions to any amount (p). The court is directed to 

be held twice a week, before the mayor and aldermen, or any three 
of them, the mayor being one. The procedure is almost exactly 
similar to that of the King’s Bench before 1852. This court fell 
into abeyance about 1836. 

The charter also granted a court of pie poudre (q), held before 


(e) Formerly called the mayor’s court. This court was a prescriptive court 
dating back at least to the time of Hen^^I. (see Stubbs, Select Charters, p. 107). 
The local tradition is that this court existed in Koman times. 

(/) Formerly called the sheriff’s couit. Originally granted by charter of 
1 Hen. 4, The corporation possess records of this court back to 1613. 

(^g) These courts are held under the authority of a charter of Queen 
Elizabeth (Pat. Pol., 42 Eliz., Part XXI., fo. 39 b). Confirmed by a charter 
of 2 Jao. 

(h) By warrant of Her late Majesty in Council under the Municipal Corporation 
(General) Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 78), s. 35, nowroi^ealed and re-enacted 
by the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 6, 185. This 
is apparently the only instance in which this power of increasing the area of 
jurisdiction of a local court of record has been exercised. 

(i) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

(k) The whole of this Act, 15 & 16 Viet. c. 76, and the rules made there- 
under were extended to these courts by Order in Council of 13th September, 1854 
(Statutory Eules and Orders Eevi^ed, Vol. Yl., Inferior Court, England, p. 138). 

(l) 32 & 33 Viet. 0 . 62. The rules are printed in Statutory Eules and Orders 
Eevised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, pp. 139 — 144. 

(m) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part III., pp. 1 633-— 1648 ; and information kinoly given by the town clerk. 

(n) Statute of the Staple (27 Edw. 3, stat 2, c. 19), see p. 137, ante. Under 
charter of Henry VI. (Hot. Cart., 21—24 Hen. 6, No. 39) the burgesses of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne were exempted from the jurisdiction of the A£xural of 
England,^ but this exemption is now repealed (see p. 90, ante). 

(p) This court is held under the authority of a charter at Charles 31. (Pat. 
EoL, 13 Car. 2, Part XIII., No. 4). 

(p) There seems once to have been a court within the borough, with cognisance 
of pleas of land, and in which deeds were regularly registereo. 

Q) See p. 136, afUe, 
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the mayor and a court of admiralty (r). There is also a court 
leet(a), to be held twice a year before the town derk as steward. 

(cvi*) Newport {Monmouth). 

412. The Newport Court of Record (b) has jurisdiction in actions 
of debt to any amount. It ought to be held weekly before the 
mayor. No rules or tables of fees or costs are in existence, and in 
1883 the practice was unknown. 

Apparently the corporation have a court of pie poudre (c). 

(cvii.) Northampton. 

413. The Court of Record of the borough of Northampton (d), 
also called the Northampton Court of Pleas, which is still in use, 
has jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any 
amount. The court is directed to be held every three weeks. The 
recorder of Northampton is judge of the court (<?). The procedure 
is regulated by the Common Law Procedure Acts, 1852 (/) 
and 1854 (g). The whole of the provisions of the Summary Pro- 
cedure on I3ills of Exchange Act, 1855 (ft), have been extended to 
this court. There is a table of fees, made subsequently to 1845. 

There is also a court of the clerk of the market (i), held before 
the mayor {k). 

(cviii.) Norwich. 

414. The Norwich Guildhall, or Sheriff’s Court {1), has juris- 
diction in mixed and personal actions to any amount. The court 
is directed to be held twice a week before the steward, who must 


(r) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part II., pp. 773 — 783 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(а) See p. 215, post. 

(б) This court is held either under a prescriptive right or under the authority 
of a charter of James I. (Pat. Pol., 21 Jac. 1, Part XI.^, granted 20th September, 
1G23. This charter conhims the prescriptive franchises of the corporation, as 
well as those granted by a charter of Henry, Duke of Buckingham. The court 
of record appears on the whole to have a prescriptive origin. 

(c) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 341 — 347. See p. 136, ante, 

(d) This court is held under the authority of a charter of George III. (Pat. 
EoL, 36 Geo. 3, Part VI., No. 1), 

(e) Municipal Oorpora'tions Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, c, 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, a7ite, 

(/) 16 & 16 Viet, a 76. The whole of the provisions of this Act and of the 
rules thereunder were extended to this court by Oi*dor in Council of 
25th November, 1853 (Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, VoL VI., Infeiior 
Court, England, p. 144). 

(g) 17 & 18 Viet. c. 125. The whole of the provisions of this Act and of the 
rules tiiereunder were extended to this court W Order in Council of 
Hth November, 1854 (Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VI., Inferior 
Court, England, p. 145). 

(A) 18 & 19 Viet. c. 67, by Order in Council of 19th October, 1856 (Statutory 
Eules and Orders Eevised, VoL VI., Inferior Court, England, p. 145). 

^») See p. 137, ante, 

k) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part ni., pp. 1965 — 1970 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 
This oourt is held under the authority of a charter of Charles II. (Pat, 
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be a barrister of five years’ standing. Consequently the recorder 
of Norwich is not ex officio the judge of this court (m). 

The procedure is that established by the Common Law Procedure 
Acts, 1852 (n) and 1854 (o). The whole of the provisions of the 
Summary Procedure on Bills of Exchange Act, 1855 (p), have been 
extended to this court, as also have been those of the schedule to 
the Borough and Local Courts of Kecord Act, 1872 (q). 

The court is still in use. It appears to have originated in a 
court of busting, on the model of that of London (r). ^ 

There is also a court of pleas, with jurisdiction in real actions, 
to be held before the mayor and sheriffs or one of them. ^ As the 
steward does not appear to have been judge of this court in 1835, 
the recorder of Norwich is judge (s). 

The corporation have a court of equity (a), to be held before the 
mayor and two justices. This court had been in abeyance long 
before 1888 (b). It does not seem to have been a court of record. 

The corporation of Norwich have had a court leet (c) and view of 
frankpledge since the thirteenth century (d). 

There was an ancient Court of the Staple at Norwich (e). 

(cix.) Nottingham. 

415 . Under a charter of Henry VI. (/) the Court of Record of 
Nottingham has jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, ' 
to any amount. The jurisdiction of this court has been excluded 
in all cases in which the county court has jurisdiction {g). The 
court is directed to be held from day to day. The recorder of 
Nottingham is judge of the court (/i). The procedure is similar 


(m) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. At the present time there is a judge of the court appointed by the 
corporation. 

(n) 15 & 16 Viet, c. 76. This Act, with certain exceptions, and the rules 
thereunder were extended to this coui-t by Order in Council of 3rd July, 1854 
(Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. VL, Inferior Court, England, p. 146). 

(o) 17 & 18 Viet. c. 125. This Act, with certain exceptions, and the rules 
thereunder were extended to this court by Order in Council of 20th May, 1857 
(Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. VI., Infoiior Court, England, p. 147). 

(p) 18 & 19 Vjct. 0 . 67, by Order in Council of 20th M-iy, 1857, uhi supra. 

\q) 35 & 36 Viet. c. 86, by Oi-der in Council of 17th July, 1873 (Statutory 
Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. VL, Inferior Court, England, p. 148). 

(r) See note (d), p, 176, ante. 

(«) See note (r), p, 134, ante. 

la) This court was granted to the corporation by a charter of Philip and Mary 
(Pat. Rol., 2 & 3 Phil. & Mar., Part VIII.). 

(5) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1836, 
Part IV., pp. 2159 — 2168. 

(c) See p. 215, nost. 

id) See Leet Jurisdiction in the City of Norwich,** Selden Society Publica- 
tions, Vol. V. 

U) Statute of the Staple (27 Edw. 3, stai 2, c. 19). See p. 137, ante. 

l f) Pat. Rol., 27 Hen. 6, Part II., memb. 6, printed with a translation in 
Booorda of the Borough of Nottingham, VoL IL, pp. 186—209 (see pp. 194, 
195). 

l g) By Order in Council of 13th November, 1858 (Statutory Buies and Orders 
Revised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, p, 149}. 

(A) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vici o. 60}, sa 175, 176. See 

ante. 
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to that of the superior courts of common law before 1852. No 
rules or tables of costs or fees are known to be in existence. The 
court has been in abeyance for a long period (i). 

The corporation, as lords of the manor, have a court leet (j), to 
be held twice a year (k). 

The charter also exempts the borough from the jurisdiction of 
the Clerk of the Market of the King’s Household (1). 

(cx.) Oswestry, 

^416. Under a charter of Charles II. (m) the Oswestry Court of 
Eecord has jurisdiction in personal actions to any amount. The 
court is directed to be held weekly. The recorder is judge of 
the court (w). The practice and procedure are similar to those in 
the superior courts of common law before 1852. By the charter 
the fees are to be the same as those in the Ludlow Court of 
Record (o). These are stated to be half those taken in the Court 
of Common Pleas before 1852. The court does not appear to have 
been held since 1881 {p). 

The charter also granted to the corporation a court of pie 
poudre (q), which has long been in abeyance (?*)• 

(cxi.) Occfurd University, 

417. A charter of Edward III. (s) granted to the university that 
in all causes, where a clerk is one party, in contracts and trespasses 
the chancellor of the university should have cognisance thereof. 
Another charter of Henry VIII. (Oniade the jurisdiction exclu- 
sive (a) so far as regards defendants (b). By the university 
statutes (c) the court of the commissary or vice-chancellor of the 


(i) No record of any business being done appears in the Civil Judicial Statistics, 
18G8--1905. 

(.;) See p. 215, post. 

(/c) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissionors, 1835, 
Part III., pp. 1985—1994. 

(/) See p. 137, ante. 

fm) Pat. Rol., 25 Car. 2, Part II., No. 5, granted 13th January, 1G74. 

(7f) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, aiiie, 

(o) See p. 179, ante. 

ip) Civu Judicial Statistics, 1882 — 1905. 

(9) See p. 136, ante. 

(r) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IV., pp. 2823—2829. 

(«) Pat.^1., 5 Edw. 3, Part II., memb. 8, granted 16th October, 1331. 

(t) 14 Hen. 8, set forth in “Eegistrum Pnvilegionum Almce Universitatis 
Oxoniensis** (1770), p. 40. This charter is conhimed by stat. 13 Eliz. c. 29, 
The sections in question, with a translation, are printed in the report of Qinnett 
V. Whittingham (1886), 16 Q. B. D. 761, at pp. 762 — 765. 

(a) Where a plaintiff who resided in London brought an action in the High 
Court for libel against a resident undergi-aduate member of the university, and 
the chancellor claimed cognisance of the action in his court under the charter, 
it was held that the privilege of the charter extended to cases in which the 
plaintiff resided outside the limits of the city of Oxford, and therefore that th0 
claiTp must be allowed {Oinnett y, Whittingham^ svpra), 
ih) Hayes v. Long (1766), 2 Wils. 310. 

(cj Statuta Universitatis Oxoniensis, 1907» tit. XXI., s. 1 (2). 
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8*0T. 5. tmiversity is directed to be held once a week, even in vacation (if it 
Fartlcnlar geeme fit to the vice-chancellor) before the vice-chancellor or his 
CourtB. deputy, assisted by the two proctors of the university (if they 
think fit to attend). The deputy of the vice-chancellor must be 
either a doctor or bachelor of civil law {d). There is a registrar 
of the court, who must be a master of arts or bachelor of civil 
law (e). 

The practice and procedure in the court are regulated by rules, 
forms, and scales of fees and costs made in 1892 by the vice- 
chancellor and confirmed by the rule committee (/). 

The enactments and rules of the Supreme Court relating to 
appeals from county courts have been applied to this court (g). 
Oxford If on the hearing of a cause the machinery or jurisdiction of the 

Onivereitj. court appear to the judge inadequate to do justice between the 
parties, he may in his discretion give leave to either party to take 
proceedings in some other competent court (h). 

Proctors, at least three in number, being masters of arts, or 
bachelors of civil law, skilled in the practice of the law and 
approved by the vice-chancellor, or barristers and solicitors approved 
by the vice-chancellor, have the right to practise in the court. By 
leave of the court barristers not qualified as proctors may be heard. 
Leave to be heard by counsel must be obtained by special applica- 
tion (i). This court is still in full operation (k). 

The court has also criminal jurisdiction in all cases in which 
a resident member of the university is prosecutor or defendant, 
except in treason, felony, or mayhem. The jurisdiction is exclusive 
where a resident member of the university is defendant (Z). 

By a charter of Edward III. (m) the assize of bread, wine, and 
beer and the supervision of weights and measures in the city of 
Oxford and its suburbs were granted to the university. Under this 
power two clerks of the market (n) are appointed from among the 


(d) Statuta XJniversitatis Oxoniensis, 1907, tit. XXI., s. 1 (3). The 1908 
edition says baiTister of five years* standing, who is a member of Convocation. 

(e) Ihid,i B. 1 (4), and shall be a solicitor of the Supreme Court. 

(/) Statutory Kules and Orders Revised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, 
pp. 160—108. The judge may in any cose allow such further occasional costa 
as he may deem to have been fairly and properly incurred (Statutory Rules and 
Orders Revised, Vol. VL, Inferior Courts, England, p. 167). 

(y) By Order in Council of 23rd August, 1894, made under the Judicature Act, 
1875 (38 & 39 Vict. o. 77), and the Statute Law Revision and Civil Procedure 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 49) (Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, VoL VI., 
Inferior Court, England, n. 168). 

(h) Rules of the Vioe-Chancollor*s Court of the University of Oxford, r. 23. 

(t) Ibid., r. 19. 

(A;) Information kindly given by the registrar. 

(i) There is some doubt as to now far the jurisdiction is interfered with 
by the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict c. 49). This depends 
on whether the chancellor or vice-chancellor in the exercise of their juris- 
diction is a court of summary iurisdiction within the meaning of the Act. 
See this point discussed in Rashaall, Universities ol Europe, Vol. II., Part n., 
pp. 786-789. 

(w) 29 Bdw. 3, 27th June, 1366, printed in Aylifle, University of Oxford, 
Vol. II., Appendix, p. xxviii* 

(»} See p. 137, ante. 
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heads of houses, masters of arts, and bachelors of divinity, medi- 
cine, and law, one by the chancellor and the other by the vice- 
chancellor. The Clerks of the Market may either punish offenders 
themselves or bring them before the vice-chancellor (o). 

(cxii.) Oxford City, 

418. The Oxford Mayor’s Court {p) has jurisdiction over per- 
sonal actions to any amount. Members of tbe university are, how- 
ever, exem]'»lf from the jurisdiction of the court. The pleadings 
are as at common law before 1852. The court is directed to 
be held every week. There is a recorder of Oxford, who is con- 
sequently judge of the court ( 7 ), which is still used (r). 

The charter also confirms the jurisdiction of the Oxford Court of 
Husting(s), wl-Ich is co-extonsive in personal actions with that of 
the Mayor’s Court, and in addition has jurisdiction in real and 
mixed actions. 

The corporation have also a court of pie poudre (0, W’hich had 
long been in abeyance in 1833, and a court leet (a). 

(cxiii.) Pembroke, 

419. The Mayor’s Fortnight Court of Pembroke {h) has jurisdic- 
tion in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The 
court is directed to be held from fifteen days to fifteen days before 
the mayor or his deputy. The court had been in abeyance for sixty 
years in 1834. 

The charter also granted a court of pie poudre (c), which also had 
fallen into disuse before 1834 (d), 

(cxiv.) Pcnryn, 

420. The Penryn Court of Eecord(e) had jurisdiction in personal 
actions up to the amount of £i0. The court is directed to be hold 


Statuta Universitatis Oxoiiiensis, 1907, tit. XVII., s. 0. 

( p) This court is held under the authority of a charter of James I. (Pat. Eol., 
3 Jac. 1, Parti., f. 1), granted 29th July, 1605. This charter only confirms 
a franchise resting on prescription as well in the case of tho Mayor’s Oouit 
as in that of the Court of Husting. 

(7) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), ss. 175, 170. See 
p. 134, a7ite, 

(r) One plaint was entered in 1904, but it was withdrawn or struck out 
(Civil Judicial Statistics, 1904, Parliament^ Paper, 1900 [C. 2945], p. 165). 
No plaint was entered in 1905 (Civil Judicial Statistics, 1905, Parliamentary 
Paper, 1907 [0. 3477], p. 166). 

(s) See note (t/), p. 176, afite. 

m See p. 136, a?de. 

(a) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part 1., pp. 97 — 103. 

(b) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Eichardlll,, Ranted 
19th March, 1485, confirmed by charter of 6 Jac. 1, ^nted 6th July. In 
the charter the court is called a ** court of hundr^, but the title of the 
“ Mayor’s Fortnight Court ” appears to have been commonly used. 

S See p. 136, ante, 

I Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 365—369. 

(e) lias court is held under the authority of a charter of James L (Pat. BoL, 
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every three weeks before the mayor, aldermen (and recorder), or 
two of them, of whom the mayor must be one. There is no recorder 
of Penryn. No records, rules, or tables of fees relating to this 
court are in existence. 

There is also a court of the manor of Penryn Forryn, with an 
extensive but undefined jurisdiction extending over the borough of 
Falmouth (/). 


(cxv.) Penzance, 

421. The Penzance Couit of ’Record (g) has jurisdiction in 
personal actions up to £50. The court is directed to be held every 
fortnight. There is a recorder of Penzance, who is judge of the 
court (i*). In 1833 an old book of rules was in existence. The 
court has been in abeyance for many years. Solicitors are entitled 
to audience in this court (i). 

(cxvi.) Peterborough, 

422. The Dean and Chapter of Peterborough (k) have a court 
of common pleas (0, with jurisdiction in mixed and personal astions 
to any amount arising in the soke of Peterborough. The court 
is directed to be held weekly before the steward of the dean and 
chapter, who is always a solicitor. His remuneration is derived 
from fees (m). The court has not been used since 1893 (n). Under 
other charters the dean and chapter have also a court of pie 
poudre(o), a court leet(p), and view of frankpledge {q). 


18 Jac. 1, Part XII., No. 2), granted 5tK February, 1621, This charter was 
surrendered, and a new charter in similar terms as to the court granted, 
1 Jac. 2. This charter seems never to have been enrolled, 

(/) Appendix to lleport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1S65, 
Parti., pp. 563, 564. 

{g) The couit is held under the authority of a charter of James I. (Pat. Rol., 
12 Jac. 1, Part XIX., No. 1), granted 9th May. 

(h) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

(f) Appendix to the Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 
1835, Part I.,pp. 571, 672. 

(h) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Henry III. (Chart. 
Rol., 54 Hen. 3, memb, 8), granted 15th May, 1270. This charter grants to 
the abbot and convent of Peterborough, of whom the dean and chapter are 
successors, sac and soo and all pleas of withernam within their hundreds in 
Northamptonshire. 

S The coui't was anciently called “Curia de Portman Mote’* (Bridges and 
tlley. Hist, of Northamptonshire, Vol. II., p. 637). 
fm) Parliamentary Paper, 1888 (0. 187), Ixxxii. 169. 

(n) One plaint was entered in 1893, which was determined for the plaintiff by 
consent (Civil Judicial Statistics, 1893, Parliamentary Paper, 1894 [0. 7610J, 
p. 88, xcv.). 

(o) See p. 136, ante, 

Ip) See p. 215, post, 

(g) See Placita de Quo Warranto, temp, Edw. 1, 2, 3, p. 651. The justices of 
the liberty of Peterborough appear to be entitled to have separate commissions 
of oyer and terminer and of gaol delive^ directed to them. This was done on 
22nd December, 1846. These commissions remained in force, notwithstanding 
the death of the late Queen Victoria, by the operation of a. 1 of the Demise of 
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(cxvii.) Plymouth. 

423. The Plymouth Mayor’s Court or Borough Court (r) has 
jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. 
There is a recorder of Plymouth, who is judge of the court («). 
Eules were made for the court in 1832. The practice is generally 
similar to that of the Court of Common Pleas before 1852. 
Counsel and solicitors have audience as advocates. The court 
has been in abeyance for many years (<). 

The corporation have a court leet (a) and view of frankpledge (5). 

(cxviii.) Ponte/rad 

424. The Court Burgess and Foreign of Pontefract (c) has juris- 
diction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. 
The court is directed to be held every three weeks. The recorder 
of Pontefract is the judge of the court (rf). In 1834 a table of fees 
was in existence (e). 

(cxix.) Poole. 

425. The Poole Court of Eecord (/) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held weekly. The recorder is judge of the court (^). 
The practice and procedure is analogous to that of the superior 
courts of common law before 1852, except that the whole of 
the previsions of the Summary Procedure Bills of Exchange Act, 
1855 (/i), and of the schedule to the Borough and Local Courts 
of Eecord Act, 1872 (i), have been extended to the court. There 
are rules and tables of fees etc. in existence. 


the Crown Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 6). See Caches, Liberty of Peterborough, 
pp. 51, 52. 

(r) Thi.s court is held under the authority of a charter of Henry VI. Before 
the incorporatiou of Plymouth the com-t was held by the seneschal of the Prior 
of Plympton. 

(s) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, a7ite. 

(t) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 579 — 584 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(a) See p. 215, poet. 

(dj 4 Eelw. 4 (Britton and Brayley, Devon, Vol. I,, p. 147). 

(c) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles II. (Pat. 
Pol., 29 Car. 2, No. 7). This charter was surrendered, and a now charter in 
similar terms so far as regards the franchise of the court was granted (I Jao. 2). 
The court was first granted by a charter of 2 Bic. 3. 

(d) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. Sea 
p. 134, ante. 

(c) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Pajrt m., pp. 1673—1677. 

(/) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabeth 
(Pat. Bol., 10 Eliz., Part 11.), granted 23rd June, 1568, and Charles IL, granted 
20tii November, 1666, enroUcS Pat. RoL, 19 Oar. 2, Part IX., No. 10. 

(^r) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. Sea 
p. 134, ante. 

(A) 18 & 19 Viet 0 . 77, by Order in Council of Slat July, 1858 (Statutory 
Buies and Orders ^vised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, p. 168). 

(.■)35& 36 Viet. c. 86, by Order in Council of 26th June, 1873 (#5fd., p. T 
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The court is still held, bat no plaints seem to have been entered 
siuco 1000 (fe)* 

Poole being a county of itself, the sheriff has jurisdiction to hold 
his county court (i). 

(cxx.) Portsmouth, 

426. The Portsmouth Court of Ilecord(m) has jurisdiction in 
all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held weekly. There is a recorder of Portsmouth, 
who is the judge of the court (n). The practice and procedure 
is similar to that of the superior courts of common law before 
1852. Counsel and solicitors have audience in this court. Rules 
made in 1842 are in existence (o). The court has not been used 
for many years ( }>), 

The corporation have also a court of pie poudre ( 2 ) and a court 
leet(r), to be held twice a year before the mayor (s). 

(cxxi.) Preston, 

427. The Preston Court of Pecord (a) has jurisdiction in personal 
actions to any amount. The court is directed to be held every 
three weeks, and is still in use. The recorder is the judge of the 
court {h). The practice and procedure is regulated by the Common 
Law Procedure Act, 1852 (c), certain provisions of which, and of 
the rules made thereunder, were extended to this court (d). 

The charter also granted to the corporation a court of pie 
poudre (c) and a court Ieet(/) and view of frankpledge (y). 


(^) Civil Judicial Statistics, 1901—1905. The corporation have also a court 
of admiralty (see p. 105, ante) with a silver oar as insignia. 

{1) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part 11., pp. 1319—1323 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. The 
total costs rec'overablo shall not exceed £l whore the amount recovered is not 
more than J65, nor £l IO 5 . where the amount recovered is above £ 0 , but not 
more than £10, unless specially allowed by the judge. 

(m) This court is hold under the authority of a charter of Charles I. (Pat. 
Rol., 8 Car. 1, Part XXX.), granted 17th November, 1G28. 

(f?) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

( 0 ) Printed in Appendix to Rawlinson’s Municipal Corporations Act, 4th ed. 

(р) Civil Judicial Statistics, 1868 — 1905. 

m See p. 136, ante, 

ir) See p. 215, post, 

(s) Appendix to Report of the Munioi^ Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part II., pp. 801 — 813 ; and information xindly given by the town clerk. 

(а) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles II. (1684). 

(б) Mimicipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. 0 . 60), ss. 176, 176. 
p. 134, ante. 

(с) 16 & 16 Viet. c. 76. 

(a) By Order in Council of 13th September, 1864 (Statutory Rules and Orders 
Revised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, p. 170). For the histoi^ and juris- 
diction of the court, see Addison v. Preston Corporation (1862), 12 0. 6, 108 ; and 
as to appeals, see ikLtlow v. Shuttteworih, [1902] 1 K. B. 721. 

(e) ^e p. 136, ante. 

(/) See p. 215, post, 

(ff) Ap pendix to Report of the Municipal Colorations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part m., pp. 1683—1691 ; and information kindly given by the town derk. 
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(cxxii.) Ramtey {HmUngdomhire), 

428 . The Ramsey Court of Pleas (/t). This court has jurisdic- 
tion in personal actions up to any amount. The judge of the court 
is appointed by Lord de Ramsey, and is paid by fees(i). 

^ « (cxxiii.) Beading. 

429 . The Reading Borough Court of Record (k) has jurisdic- 
tion in personal actions up to £10, which jurisdiction is increased 
to £20 (Z), and also in ejectment up to £20, as there is a recorder 
of Reading, being a barrister of five years' standing who is judge 
of the court (m). Rules were made for the court in 1792 {n). By 
the charter the right of audience is restricted to four solicitors, to 
be admitted by the corporation. 

The corporation has also a court leet (o) and view of frankpledge 
as lords of the manor of Reading (p). 

(cxxiv.) Retford (East), 

430 . The Court of Record of East Retford (q) has jurisdiction in 
personal actions up to any amount. The court is directed to be held 
every three weeks. There is a recorder of East Retford, but as in 
1885 there was a separate judge entitled the steward of the court, 
who was a barrister of five years’ standing, the recorder is not 
virtute officio the judge of the court (r). The practice and procedure 
are similar to those of the superior courts of common law before 
1852. This court has practically been in abeyance since 1816 («). 

(cxxv.) Richmond {Yorks), 

431 . The Richmond Court of Record (t) has jurisdiction in 
personal actions up to the amount of £100. The court is directed 

(/*) A charter of Henry I., printed in Dugdale’s Monasticon Anglicanum 
(ed. 1846), Vol. 11., p. 56ii, granted to the Benedictine Abbey of Kameey the 
franchi se o f “ sac and soc” of holding a free couH). Under a charter of 
Henry VTU. (Pat. Eol., 31 Hen. 8, Part IV., memb. 11, dated 4th March, 
1540) the house and site of the abbey of Eamsey were granted to Sir Richard 
Oromwell, together with all jurisdiction and courts thereof. This franchise is 
now vest^ in Lord de Eamsey as the successor in title to Sir Richard Cromwell. 

(♦) Parliamentary Paper, 1888 (C. 187), Ixxxii. 169. 

Ik) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles I. (Close Roll 
15 Oar. 1, Part XL, No. 23). 

(l) Municipal Corporations Act, 1835 (6 & G Will. 4, c. 76), s. 118. This 
jurisdiction is continued by the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet, 
c. 60), 8, 183. 

(m) Municipal CJorporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 176, 170. See 
p. 134, afde. 

M By Mr. Dampier, afterwards Dampier, J. 

(o) See p. 216, post. 

(p) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1836, 
Parti., pp. Ill — 114. 

(g) This court is held under the authority of a charter of James I. (Pat EoL, 
6 Jac. 1, Part XXVIII.). The franchise was originally granted by Henry VL 
in 1424. 

(r) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), ss. 176, 176. See 
p. IMf ante. 

(«) Only fire plaints were entered between 1816 and 1833 (Appendix to Report 
of the Manidp^ Corporations CommisBioners, 1836, Part ILL, pp. 1861—18631. 

(Q This oo^irt is held under the authority of a charter of Charles IL (Pi^ 
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to bo held every fortnight. There is a recorder of Richmond, who 
is consequently judge of the court (a). The court fell into abeyance 
on the establishment of county courts in 184G, and the last court 
was held in 1849. 

The charter also grants a court leet (b) and view of frankpledge, 
to be held before the mayor and aldermen (c), and a court of < 5)10 
poudre (d). 

(cxxvi.) Bipon, 

432. The Bipon Court of Becord(€) has jurisdiction in mixed 
and personal actions up to the amount of £50. The charter of 
James 1. directed the court to be held every fortnight, but the 
charter of James IL directed the court to be held once in every 
March. The mayor (and the recorder or his deputy) are the judges 
of the court. There is now no recorder of Bipon (/). This court 
fell into abeyance long before 1835. 

The corporation have also a court of pie poudre (< 7 ), held before 
the mayor Qi), 

The Dean and Chapter of Bipon have a court of pleas called 
the Canon Fee Court (i). 

In 1844 there existed a court military for the recovery of debts 
to any amount, the officers of which were appointed by the Lord 
Lieutenant of the West Biding. This court had jurisdiction over 
the borough and liberty of Bipon ijk). 


(cxxvii.) Rochester, 

433. The Bochester Court of Portmote (Z) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to bo held from fifteen days to fifteen days. The recorder 
of Bochester is judge of the court (m). There appears to have 


Eol., 20 Car. 2, Part I., No. 5). The jurisdiction was originally granted by a 
charter of 19 Eliz. 

(a) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 4G Yict. c. 50), ss. 175, 170. See 
p. 184, ante, 

{h) See p. 215, post, 

(c) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1 835, 
Part III., pp. 1097 — 1703 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(d) See p. 136, ante, 

\e) This court is hold under the authority of a charter of James I. and 
James 11. (Pat. Rol., 2 Jac. 1, Part XVII. ; 2 Jac. 2, not enrolled on Pat. Rol.). 

(/) There was a recorder of Ripon at the time of the passing of the Municipal 
Corporations Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76). 

See p. 136, ante, 

(h) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Co^rations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part III., pp. 1707 — 1710. The Archbishop of York had a civil court at Ripon, 
with jurisdiction in personal actions to any amount. The judge was the steward 
learned of the Archbishop. This court was abolished by the Liberties Act, 1836 
(6 & 7 WiU. 4, c. 87), 8. 1. 

(i) 22nd July, 1604. 

(k) Including the parishes of Ripon and Nidd-with-Killinghall (Lewis, Topo- 
graphical Dictionary, Vol. m., p. 646). 

(h This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles I. (Pat. Rol., 
6 Car. 1, Part XVU., No. 6), granted 7th August, 1629. The jurisdiction 
was orignall^^^ted by a charter dated 6th November in the twelfth year of 

(m) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet 0 . 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 
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been no settled practice and procedure, and the court has been in 
abeyance since 1835 («). 

The charter also granted a court of pie poudre (o), which has not 
been held since 1810 (p). 

The corporation as lord of the manor have a court leet (q)y to be 
held once a year. There is also another court leet held in the 
open air on Boley Hill, a place within the city (r). 

(cxxviii.) Romeey. 

434. The Eomsey Court of Record (s) has jurisdiction in mixed Rorasey. 
and personal actions up to the amount of £40. The court is 
directed to be held weekly before the mayor (the recorder or his 
deputy), and the aldermen or any two of them, of whom the mayor 

must be one. There is no recorder of the borough. The practice 
and procedure of the court is similar to that of the superior courts 
of common law before 1852. 

The charter also granted a court of pie poudre (0, which was 
in abeyance in 1835 (a). 

(cxxix.) Ruthin, 

435. The court of the lordship of Ruthin (5) has jurisdiction Ruthin, 
in personal actions up to any amount. The court is directed to 

be held every fortnight before the steward of the lordship, but the 
court fell into abeyance about 1885. 

There is also a court leet (c) and view of frankpledge, held 
before the steward of the lordship (d). 

(cxxx.) Rye. 

436. The Eye Court of Record (e) has jurisdiction in all actions, Rye. 
real, mixed, and personal, up to any amount. The court is directed 

to be held at the accustomed times, that is to say every alternate 
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(71) Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

fo) See p. 136, ante, 

\p) Unaer a charter of Edward IV, granted 14th December, the corporation 
of Rochester have the grant of a court of Admiralty. See p. 10.), ante. This 
court has a jurisdiction in respect of the oyster fishery and the free dredgers. 

((^) See p. 215, 

(r) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part n., pp. 843—857. 

(s) This Court is held under the authority of a charter of William HI. (Pat, 
Rol, 10 Will. 3, Part VIII., No. 1). 

(t) See p. 136, ante. 

(a) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part n., pp. 1331, 1332. 

(h) This Court is held under a grant of the Lordship of Ruthin by Charles I, 
(Pat, RoL, 10 Car. 1, Part XXX V.). 

(c) See p. 215, post. 

(a) This court dates back at least to 1245 A. D. (Appendix to Report of the 
M^cipal Corpox'ations Commissioners, 1835, Part IV., pp. 2847—2851). 

(e) Tids Court is held under the authority of the chailer of the Cinque Ports 
granted by Charles II, 28rd December, 1668, printed in Jeake, Cliarters of 
the Cinque Ports, p. 120. This charter contains mspeximus and confirmation of 
previous charters of 1 Eliz. (granted 8th March. 1559) and 43 Eliz. (26th January, 
1601). The corporation claims to hold all its franchises by prescription. 
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s«rr. 5. Wednesday. There is a recorder of Rye, who is judge of Ihe 
Forttctdar court (/), which has been in abeyance since 1791. 

Court s. Under the charter the barons have a court leet (g), 

(cxxxi.) St Albans^ 

St. Albana. 487. The St. Albans Court of Eecord ih) has ^ jurisdiction in 
mixed and personal actions up to the amount of £50, The court 
is directed to be held every week before the mayor and aldermen, 
of whom the mayor must be one, or in their absence before two 
of the senior aldermen. The charter directs that the mayor 
and aldermen (the mayor being one) shall elect three or four 
discreet freemen to be attorneys of the court. This court has 
been in abeyance since 1789. 

There is a court of pie poudre (i), which was totally disused 
in 1834. The corporation have also a court leet (k) and view of 
frankpledge. There is also an annual court of the Clerk of the 
Markets (Z), to be held before the mayor, for the inspection of 
weights and measures within the borough (??i). 


St. Ivei 
(CJornwall) 


Saffron 

Walden. 


(cxxxii.) St Ives {Cornwall), 

438. The corporation of St. Ives have a Court of Eecord (n), which 
had been in abeyance for many years in 1834, and no records of 
it are in existence (o). 

There is also a court leet (p) for the manor of Luddenham, the 
privilege of which is claimed by the borough of St. Ives by prescription 
and tenure ( 3 ). 

(cxxxiii.) Saffron Walden, 

439. The Saffron Walden Court of Pleas (r) has jurisdiction in 

E ersonal actions up to any amount. The court is directed to be 
eld every three weeks. The recorder is judge of the court («). 


(/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p, 134, ante, 

(ff) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part 11. , pp. 1031, 1035. 

(^) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles II, 
(ols. 40 — 42),. granted 27th July, 1664. This cnarter increased the jurisdiction 
from £38 to £60. The jurisdiction was originally granted by a charter of 
7 Edw. 6, dated 12th May, 1564. 

i f) See p. 136, ante, 

k) See p. 215, post 

1) See p. 137, ante, 

m) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IV., pp. 2918 — 2926 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(n) This court is held under the authority of a charter of James 11, granted 
28th May, 1685. This charter is not enrolled. The borough was fost in- 
corporated in 1639 by a charter of Charles I., which granted t^ court to ^e 
corporation eta 

(o) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part 1*, pp. 619, 620. 

M ^p. 215, po«f. 

( 9 ) Gilbert, History of Cornwall, Vol. 11., p. 258. According to this authority 
the court was confirmed to the borough by the above-mentioned charters. 

(r) This court is held under the authority of a charter of William and Marv 
(Pat Eol, 6 Will. & Mar., Part VUl., No. 1). ^ 

{%) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet C. 50), ss. 175, 176, 
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The jurisdiction is extended to actions of ejectment where the rent Sect. b. 
of the premises sought to be recovered does not exceed £20, and Particulai 
there is no fine (t). The court has long been in abeyance, and Courts, 
nothing appears to be known of its practice and procedure. — 

The charter also grants to the corporation a court of pie 
poudre (tt). 

(cxxxiv.) Salford Hundred, 

440. The present Court of Record for the Hundred of Salford, Salford 
in the county of Lancaster, was constituted in 1868 (r) by the Hundred, 
amalgamation of two then existing courts, namely, the ancient 
Salford Hundred Court {w) and the Manchester Court of Record {x). 

441. The jurisdiction of the court is fixed by the Act of Parlia- jurisdiction, 
ment (o) constituting the court as follows : — 

Personal actions (except actions for malicious prosecution), if the 
cause of action arise within the hundred (f»), in which the debt or 

if) Municipal Corporations Acts, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 118, and 1882 
(45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 183. 

iu) See p. 136, ante. 

(v) By Salford Hundred Court of Record Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. exxx.), 
wnich Act, after reciting that the Court of Record for the Hundred of Salford 
and the Court of Record for the Trial of Civil Actions within the City of Man- 
chester had been found of great utility, and that their utility would be greatly 
increased by the amalgamation of the two courts and by the extenaion of the 
powers theretofore possessed by them, enacted that the two courts should bo 
amalgamated, and the amalgamated court should be called “ The Court of 
Record for the Hundred of Salford, in the County of Lancaster.’* It also recited 
that the Right Honourable William Philip, Earl of Sefton, and his ancestors, 
had long hold, enjoyed, and exercised the dignity and office of stewaixi for the 
hundred or wapentake of Salford, in the County Palatine of Lancaster, and 
further enacted that Her Majesty’s steward for the time being of the hundred 
or wapentake of Salford should be the high steward of the amalgamated 
court 

(iv) See Hallet v. Bi/rt ( 1 697), 5 Mod Rep. 254. The Salford Hundred Court was 
one of the ancient Anglo-Saxon hundred ooui-ts, probably one of the oldest. Each 
hundred had its court, or “ wapentac,” “ wapentake,” “ weapon take,” so styled 
because the judge and suitors attended armed with their weapons (see also 
note (^, p. 214, pos^. The hundred of Salford was also called in course of time 
the “Wapentake of Salfordshire.” The jurisdiction of the court was unlimited in 
amount until the reign of Edward I., when by the statute of Gloucester (1278) 
its jurisdiction was r^uced to 405., equivalent to about £40 or £50 of our money 
now. That continued to be the extent of its jurisdiction until by 9 & 10 Viet, c, 
exxvi. (1846) it was I’aised to £60 over all the hundred except the borough of 
Manchester, and the court was constituted a “ court of record for the hundred or 
wapentake of Salford, in the county of Lancaster.” 

(x) In 1838, by royal chaiier expressed in letters patent under the Great 
Seal of the Unitea Kingdom, the right had been granted to the mayor, aldermen, 
and burgesses of the borough of Manchester to hold within the borough a 
court of record for the trial of civil actions before the mayor of the borough, 
and in 1853, by certain other letters patent under the Great Seal of the United 
Kingdom, the borough of Manchester was constituted the city of Manchester, 
and the mayor, aldeimen, and burgesses of the borough of Manchester a body 
politic and corporate by the name and style of “ The Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Citizens of Manchester, in the County of Lancaster,” and by other Acts of 
Parliament, and particularly by the Manchester Court of Record Procedure 
Act, 1864 (17 & 18 Viet c. 84), the powers and jurisdiction of the Court of 
Record of the City of Manchester were extended, and its practice and procedure 
simplided and otherwise improved. 

(a) The Salford Hundred Court of Record Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet c. exxx.), 

lb) Ibid., & 6 ; WhUehead y. Butt (1891), 7 T. L. E. 609 ; Fapne y. Hogg [1900], 
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whole damage does not exceed £50; actions of ejectment between 
landlord and tenant, provided the land possession of which is sought 
to be recovered is situate in the hundred, and the annual rent or value 
does not exceed £50, and no fine shall have been paid, reserved, or 
made payable ; any action whatever (except actions for libel, slander, 
or for debauching the plaintiff’s daughter or servant) when more 
than £60 is sought to be recovered, provided consent by both parties 
shall have been filed. The jurisdiction, however, has been cut 
down by being excluded in all cases within the boroughs of Oldham 
and Bury, and part of the borough of Bacup, in which the county 
court has jurisdiction (c) and in cases under £5 within the borough 
of Bolton in which the county court has jurisdiction (d), and in cases 
under £5 within the borough of Heywood in which the county court 
has jurisdiction (e), and in the like causes within the borough of 
Eochdate(/), and in cases under £10 within the borough of 
Middleton (g). The practice and procedure of the court is regulated 
by the Common Law Procedure Acts, 1852 (/i) and 1864 (i). The 
provisions of the Summary Procedure Bills of Exchange Act, 
1855 (/c), have also been extended to this court (1). 

If on the trial of an issue the judge grants leave, a rule to set 
aside a verdict or nonsuit and to enter a verdict, or to enter a non- 
suit, or to arrest the judgment, or for judgment non obstante vere- 
dicto, may be moved before the King’s Bench Division (ni). All 
powers, authorities, jurisdictions, and privileges of inferior courts 
of record of which a barrister of five years’ standing is the judge 
are granted to and vested in the Salford Hundred Court (n). 


?■ hundred are set out in s. 5 of the Salford 

Record Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. o. cxxx.) the hundred of 
Halford containing the following parishes: Bolton-le-Moors, Bury, Dean 
^ohffe, Wigan (township of Aspull only), Eccles, Elixton, Manchester’ 
Prestwich-cum-Oldham, Ashton-under-Lyne, Middleton, and Rochdale : the 
borough of Salford; Stretford and Withington, which last is now part of tL 
citv of Manchester. ^ 

(o) By Order in CouncU 30th December, 1878 (Statutory Rules and Orders 

AcrTafi/s P*' the Oldham Coiporation 

Act, 1886, 8. 46, and the Bury Corporation Act, 1906, s. 6. As to Bacup see 
Statutory Rules and Orders, 1909, No. 681, L, 19. P’ 

Order in Council 16th August, 1886 (ibii, p. 179) 

(«) By Order in Council 15th March, 1893 (ihiit., p. 182'. 

(/) By Order in Council 18th March, 1893 (ibid., p. 184) 

((/) By Order in Council, 28th July, 1906. As to objection to the iurisdicHon 
see »6»d., s. 7 ; Chadwick y. Ball (1886), 14 Q. B. D. 865, C. a! overruline- 
T. Bwrey (1877), 2 Ex. D. 346; Payne y. Hogg, [1900] 2 Q. B 43 C A^ 

(A) 16 & 16 Vict. c. 76. The whole of this Act exce^ ss ife, 9 ’lO 18 19 21 
120-122, 146-167, 173, isl I88, 189 ’202 217%9 
220, 223— 236, was ej^nded to this TOurt by Order in Council 28th February ’ 1 865 

Oourt, England, p. 171) 

exSnt ss 2 nl6“-77'«6 ^7" To"’® 1 ^‘^® ^"1®® thLunler, 
exwpt 88. 2, 17, 95, 97~10t>, and 107, was extended to this court bv 

?nteriJr (W.'ESattt 174) ^ 
rt) 18 & 19 Vict. 0.67. 

V?" (Statutory Rules and Orders Rovisod. 

ir/ * S2Yiot. c. exxx.), 8. 89. 
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442 . The offices of the court are in the city of Manchester. 
The number of writs in the year average about 16,000, and the 
judge (who is appointed by the Lord Chancellor and must be a 
barrister-at-law of at least ten years* standing (o)) holds a court six 
times a year at the Manchester Assize Court for the trial of civil 
actions. The jury are twelve in numher, and as the court has 
power to try certain actions which cannot be tried in the county 
courts, and as most of the cases tried are jury cases, which, in the 
densely populated district over which the court’s jurisdiction extends, 
the local county courts could not conveniently try owing to the 
large amount of other county court work they have to cope with, 
the utility of the Salford Hundred Court of Record is as great as was 
contemplated by the legislature when the amalgamated court was 
constituted in 1868 (p). 

The judge has power to hear applications for rules to show 
cause in arrest of judgment, or for judgment non obstante veredicto^ or 
for repleader, or for a new trial, or for entering verdicts or nonsuits 
pending in the court within twenty-one days after trial, and whether 
the court be sitting or not, either within or without the hundred (q). 

The officers of the court are the registrar and the head bailiff, 
together with clerks and criers (r). 

There is a table of court fees dated 6th May, 1895. There are 
three scales, one for claims not exceeding £5, one for claims not 
exceeding £20, and the other for claims exceeding £20. 

(cxxxv.) Satiebury, 

443 . By prescription the Bishop of Salisbury has a civil court 
in that city. The court has jurisdiction in mixed and personal 
actions up to any amount. It is doubtful whether the jurisdiction 
extended over the close as well as over the city, but since 1885 the 
jurisdiction extends over the whole of the borough (s). There is 
a recorder of Salisbury, who is, it would seem, judge of the 
court (t). The practice was similar to that of the Court of King*s 
Bench before 1852. There was formerly a book of the practice of 
the court, but it had been lost before 1834. The costs are stated 
to be the same as those in the Court of Common Pleas before 1852. 
The court has been in abeyance since 1846, and no trial has taken 
place since 1816. The officer of the court is called the prothonotary, 


(o) Salford Hundred Court of Record Act (31 & 32 Viet. c. exxx.), s. 14. The 
judge may in case of his illness or unavoidable absence appoint in writing a 
deputy judge, being a ban-ister-at-law of five years’ standing {ibid., s. 17). 

( p) This account of the Salford Hundred Court of Record was kindly supplied 
by the late H. G. Shee, Esq., KC., who was then the judge of the court. 

(y) Salford Hundred Court of Record Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. exxx.), s. 20. 

(r) Ihid.y s. 22. Where a clerk employed in the oflSoe of the court directed 
an interpleader issue to be tried before himself, it was held that a party who 
was ignorant of the clerk’s want of jurisdiction was not bound by the proceed- 
ings {Nathan v. Bott<mdey (1903), 19 T. L. R. 42^ 

(s) Mimioipal Corporations Acts, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 118, and 1882 
(45 & 46 Viet c. 60), s. 183. 

H) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), ss. 176, 176. See 
demiition of “borough civil court” in s. 7 (1). The judge of the court was 
formerly the bishop’s bailiff. 
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and is appointed by the bishop. The bishop has also a eourt 
leet (a) and view of frankpledge {h). 

(cxxxvL) Sandwich, 

444. The Sandwich Court of Record (c) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, up to any amount. The court is 
directed by the Cinque Ports charter to be held on the accustomed 
days, that is every three weeks. There is a recorder of Sandwich, 
who is judge of the court {d). The costs allowed were the same 
as those in the Court of King’s Bench before 1862. The court has 
been in abeyance for many years {e), 

(cxxxvii.) Scarborough, 

445. The Scarborough Court of Pleas (/) has jurisdiction in 
mixed and personal actions up to any amount. The court is directed 
to be held every month. The recorder is judge of the court (^). 
The practice is regulated by the Common Law Procedure Acts, 
1852 (/i), 1854 (i), and 1860 (k), and the rules made thereunder. 
All the provisions of the schedule to the Borough and Local Courts 
of Record Act, 1872 (/), have also been extended to this court (m). 
There are no special rules. This court is still in use (n). The 


(а) See p. 215, post, 

(б) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part n., pp. 1337—1344. 

(c) The coi’poration of Sandwich have a charter dated 13th October, 11 Car. 2. 
This charter is supposed to have been renounced alter the Revolution. The 
present pi'actice of the corporation is understood to be in accordance with 
immemorial usage. The court of record is claimed by the corporation to be a 
franchise by prescription. The general charter of the Cinque Ports granted by 
Charles II., 23rd December, 16G8 (printed in Jeake, Charters of the Cinque 
Ports, 120), also contains a grant to the corporation of Sandwich of a court of 
record. This charter contains inspeximua and confirmation of previous chailers 
of 1 Eliz. (wanted 8th March, 1559) and 43 Eliz. (granted 26th Januaiy, 1601). 

(d) Mumcipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict, c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante, 

(e) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Pai^ n., pp. 1043—1050. 

(/) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Edward III, 
granted 22nd November, 1356, inspected, exemplified, and confirmed by 8 Car. 1, 
granted 4th May, 1632. 

(flr) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict, c. 60), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante, 

(h) 15 & 16 Vict. c. 76. 

(t) 17 & 18 Vict. 0 . 126. The whole of the provisions of the Common Law 
Procedure Acts, 1852 and 1854, and the rules thereunder, were extended to this 
court by Order in Council of 6th June, 1859 (Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, 
Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, p. 187), 

{k) 23 & 24 Vict. a 126. All the provisions of this Act and the rules there- 
under were extended to this court by Order in Council of 6th January, 1862 
(Statutory Rules and Orders Bevis^ VoL VI., Inferior Court, England, 

p. 188). 

(l) 35 & 86 Vict. 0 , 86. 

(m) By Order in Council of 26th June, 1873 (Statutory Rules and Orders 
Eevi^, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, p. 189). 

(n) Eourteen a^ons were pending or ooznmenoed in 1905. No trial, however, 
took place in thkt year (Civil Judicial Statistics, 1905, Parliamentoiy Paper. 
1907 [0. 8477], p. 165). 
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corporation are lords of the manor of Scarborough and Palsgrave. 
The bailiffs bold the usual manor courts (o). 

(cxsxviii.) 8hafte$hury, 

446 . The Shaftesbury Court of Record ip) has jurisdiction in 
personal actions to the extent of £10 debt or damages. The court 
is directed to be held weekly before the mayor and capital burgesses 
or three of them, of whom the mayor or the ex-mayor must be 
one. There is no recorder of Shaftesbury. The practice of the 
court is almost exactly similar to that of the superior courts of 
common law before 1852. The court has practically been in abey- 
ance since the end of the eighteenth century, and was discontinued 
in 1842 on account of expense. In 1884 a table of fees and of 
solicitors’ costs was in existence. 

The corporation have also a court leet(y) and view of frank- 
pledge (r). 

(cxzxix.) Shrewsbury. 

447 . The Shrewsbury Court of Record («) has jurisdiction in 
all actions, real, mixed, and personal, up to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held every week. There is a recorder of Shrewsbury, 
who is consequently judge of the court {t). The practice is 
similar to that of the superior courts of common law before 1852. 
The last court was held in 1879. 

The corporation have also a court leet (a) and view of frank- 
pledge (b) as well as (c) a court of pie poudre (d). 

(cxl.) SouthampUm. 

448 . The Southampton Court of Record or Court of Pleas (e), 
also called the common court of the town, has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, up to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held weekly for personal actions, and once a fortnight 
for pleas of land. The recorder is the judge (/). There are no 


(o) .^peiidix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part in., pp. 1713 — 1721 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. See 
p. 215, 

( «) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles 11. (Pat. 
EoL, 17 Car. 2, Part H., No. 19). 

(q) See p. 215, post, 

(r) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part n., pp. 1351 — 1354 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(s) 14 Car. Pat Eol., Part XI., No. 3. 

(^) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet c. 50), ss. 175, 170. Soe 
p. 134, ante, 

(a) Seep. 215 , post, 

(b) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part ni., pp. 2011 — 2017 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk, 

e Selden Society, VoL XXm ., p. xv. 

See p. 136, ante, 

16 Car. 1, Pat Eol., Part XX., No. 7, 12th June, 1640. The jurisdiction 
was originally conferred by charter of 2 Hen. 4 (Wilks, Hampshire, Vol. II., 
p. 313). 

(/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1682 (45 A 46 Viet, o. 50), ss. 175, 176. Set 
p. 134, ante. 
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Courts. 


Sect. 5. written or printed rules of practice, but the practice is similar to 

Parttcular that of the superior courts of common law before 1852. 

Courto. The mayor, recorder, bailiffs, aldermen, and sheriff (the mayor, 
recorder, or senior alderman to be one) are also authorised to 
hold a court for the government of the orphans of burgesses and 
inhabitants {g). 

The corporation Qi) also possesses a court of pie poudre (i) and a 
court leet {k) and view of frankpledge. 

(cxli.) South Molt(m, 

South Molton. 449 . Under charters of Queen Elizabeth (Z) and Charles II.(??0 
the South Molton Court of Record has jurisdiction in personal 
actions up to £50. The court is directed to be held from three 
weeks to three weeks. There is a recorder of South Molton, who 
is consequently judge of the court (n). This court has been in 
abeyance for many years (o). 

(cxlii.) Southwark, 

Southwark. 450 . The corporation of London under the charters granting to 
them the town and borough of Southwark have a court entitled 
“ The Court of Record of the Liberty of the Mayor and Commonalty 
and Citizens of the City of London of their Town and Borough of 
Southwark (p). This court has jurisdiction in personal actions to 
any amount arising within the borough of Southwark, or the King’s 
manor of Southwark, or the Guildable Manor, or the Great Liberty 
Manor. The former liberty of the Clink is excluded from the j urisdic- 
tion. The provisions of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (q), 
do not apply to Southwark. The court is to be held every week 
before the Steward of Southwark or his deputy. The stewardship of 
Southwark is an office held by the Recorder of London. The procedure 
is similar to that of the superior courts of common law before 1852. 
This court has been in abeyance for some years. 


(g) This court is held under the authority of the charter of Charles 1. (see 
note (e) on p. 201, ante). Ajppendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations 
Commissioners, 1835, Part 11., pp. 871 — 884. 

(A) Under a charter of Edward IV. (Rot. Cart., 1 Edw. 4, Part II., No. 11). 
The charter of Charles I. (see note (e) on p. 201, ante) recites and confirms a 
charter of Henry VI. (30 Hen. 6, Rot. Cart., 27-39 Hen. 6, No. 27, 12th October, 
H34), which contains the grant of a court of admiralty (see p. 105, ante) to the 
corporation of Southampton. The mayor has a silver oar as insignia and is 
entitled to receive the first call from the commanding officer of foreign ships 
of war visiting the port. 

i t) See p. 136, ante, 

k) See p. 215, post. 

1) Pat. Rol., 32 Eliz., Part XXII., granted 9th May, 1590. 

m) 36 Oar. 2, granted 24th December, 1684. This charter increased the 
jurisdiction from £40 to £50. 

(n) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 1^, ante. 

(o) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 613, 614. 

(p) 1 ^w. 3 (6th March, 1327) (Maitland, History of London, p. 122); 
2 eW. 4 (9tii November, 1462) (t6iU, p. 116, ed. 1739); 4 Edw. 6 (23id April, 
1650) p. 144). 
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The corporation had a court of pie poudre (r), but this is now 
obsolete. 

The charters also nant courts leet (s) and views of frankpledge 
to the corporation, which should be held separately for the three 
manors before mentioned (t). 

Quarter sessions for the borough of Southwpk are still held. The 
judges of the court are the lord mayor, the aldermen who have passed 
the chair, and the recorder, of whom the lord mayor or in his 
absence an alderman who has passed the chair, two other aldermen 
who have passed the chair, and the recorder must be present. The 
proceedings are now purely formal (a). 

(ozliii.) Southwdld* 

46L The South wold Court of Record (6) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held weekly before the bailiffs and the chief steward 
or his deputy, but fell into abeyance about the middle of the 
eighteenth century (c). 

The corporation have also a grant of a court of admiralty (rf), 
and there is a court leet (e), held once a year before the bailiffs 
and the chief steward (/). 

(oxliv.) Stafford, 

462. The Stafford Court of Record (ff) has jurisdiction in actions 
of debt and trespass up to any amount. The court is directed to be 
held before the mayor or nis deputy (the recorder or deputy 
recorder), and the aldermen or any two of them, the recorder or 
deputy recorder being one. There is now no recorder of Stafford. 
This court had been in abeyance for fifty or sixty years in 1834. 

The corporation have also a court leet (ft) and view of frank- 
pledge (i). 

(cxlv.) Stamford. 

463. The Stamford Court of Record (ft) has jurisdiction in personal 
actions up to £40. The court is directed to be held weekly. There 


(r) See p. 136, ante, 

U) See p. 216, post. 

[t) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Oomraissioners, 1837 
(London and Southwark), Parliamentary Paper, 1837 (60), pp. 3, 18, 19, 20, 
i32. Information kindly given by the high bailiff. 

(a) Royal Commission, 1893, Statement as to the Origin of the Position, 
Powers, Duties and Finance of the Corporation of London, pp. 76, 77. 

(b) This court is held under the authority of a charter of William and Mary, 
granted 23i'd January, 1690. This charter confirms an earlier charter of 
20 Hen. 7, granted 10th June, 1606, which gave these franchises to the 
corporation. 

I c) Books of records of this court from 1676 to 1768 are in existence. 
a) See p. 106, ante, 
e) See p. 216, post. 

f) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1836, 
Part IV., pp. 2513 — 2518. Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(flf) This court is held under the authority of a charter of George IV. (Pat. 
Rol., 8 Geo. 4, Part XI., No. 11). 

(A) See p. 216, poet. 

(t) _^pendix to RejKirt of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1836, 
Part m., pp. 2026 — 2027. 

(ft; This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles IL 
H.L.~ Df, L 
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is a recorder of Stamford, who is conse<juently jud^e of the 
court (t). The practice and procedure are as m the superior courts 
of common law before 1862. Costs are regulated by a table fixed 
in 1741 (m). 

(oxlvi.) Stannaries Court, 

464 , The Court of the Stannaries of Cornwall and Devon 
originated by virtue of a privilege granted to the workers in the 
tin mines in those counties to sue and be sued only in their own 
courts (n). The courts, which were courts of record, were 
originally distinct for the several stannaries, but in 1886 were 
amalgamated into one Court of the Vice-Warden for all the 
Stannaries (o). Until the establishment of the* modern county 
courts the tin-workers could not be sued except in the Stannaries 
Court in respect of matters arising within the stannaries, but after 
that event the county court of the district had a concurrent 
jurisdiction (p). 

The Lord Warden of the Stannaries was appointed by the Duke 
of Cornwall, and he appointed a Vice-Warden before whom the court 
was held. An appeal lay from the Vice-Warden to the Lord Warden, 
but by the Judicature Act, 1873, all the judicial jurisdiction and 
powers of the Lord Warden were transferred to the Court of 
Appeal ( 2 ), and as from the 1st January, 1897, the Court of the Vice- 
Warden of the Stannaries ceased to exist, except as to then pending 
proceedings, and all the jurisdiction and powers of the court were 
vested in such of the county courts as the Lord Chancellor might 
by order direct (r). The county courts of Cornwall were appointed 
the courts to exercise the transferred jurisdiction and powers («), 
and rules have been made for the purpose of regulating the 
procedure in cases brought under the stannaries jurisdiction (t), 

(cxlvii.) Stockport 

455 . The Stockport (a) Court of Portemainemote has jurisdic- 
tion in actions of debt and battery, and of wounding without 
shedding of blood. 

(Pat. EoL, 16 Oar. 2 , Part II., No. 14), granted 1 9 th February, 1664. A charter, 
1 Jac. 2 , 3rd March, 1685, is said to be the governing charter. Its terms as to 
the court are the same as those of the charter of Charles II. It does not seem 
to have been enrolled. 

Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. i34, ante, 

(m) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IV.. pp. 2527—2533. 

(n) See 4 Co. Inst. 232 ; 3 Bl. Com. 80; stat. (1640) 16 Car. 1 , 0 . 15. 

( 0 ) Stannaries Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will 4, c. 106), as amended by the Stannaries 
Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viot 0 . 58). 

(p) County Courts Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 95), 8 . 141. 

( 7 ) 36 & 37 Viet. c. 66 , s. 18; and Bee lie West Devon Great Consols Mine (1884), 
27 D. 106. 

(r) Stannaries Court (Abolition) Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 45), s. 1 . See title 
County Couets, Vol. Vin., p. 686. 

(s) Order dated 16th December, 1896. 

(t) See County Courts (Stannaries Jurisdiction) Buies, 1897, now merged in 
the County Court Buies, Ord. 51, it, 1—28. For the jurisdiction as to com- 
panies, see title Companies, Vol. V., and for the jurisdiction as to special mining 
usages and rights, see title Mines, Mineeals and Quaebies. 

(a) This court is held under the authority of a charter granted by Eobert de 
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There is also a court leet(5) ajid view of frankpledge, and a 
court baron (c), held twice a year (d). 

(cxlTui.) Stratford-on-Avon. 

456. The Stratford-on-Avon Court of Record (e) has jurisdiction 
in personal actions up to the amount of i640. The court was directed 
to be held weekly before the mayor and the steward of the court of 
record, but had fallen into abeyance some considerable time before 
1883 (/). 

(cxlix.) 8udhury» 

457. The Sudbury Court of Record (ci) has _ jurisdiction in Sudbury, 
personal actions up to the amount of JE20. There is a recorder of 
Sudbury (ft), who is the judge of the court, which has long been in 
abeyance, and nothing appears to be known of its practice and 
procedure. 

(ol.) Swansea, 

468. The corporation of Swansea claim to be a corporation by Swansea, 
prescription, and that they have never accepted or acted on their 
charters (i), and that they have a prescriptive court of record or 
court of pleas with jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and 
personal, to any amount. There is a recorder of Swansea, who is 
judge of the court (A;). Solicitors have audience. The practice 
and procedure are by writ of summons, declaration and plea, or 
judgment in default and trial. 

The corporation have a court of pie poudre (Z) either by prescrip- 
tion or under a charter of James L(m). There is also a court 
baron (n). 

Stockport. This charter grants that Stockport shall be a free borough ‘ ‘ secundum 
cartam quam impetravi a domino Cestr, It is not dated, but from the names 
of the witnesses it appears to have been wanted between 1208 and 1226. A 
translation of this charter is printed in feirwaker, History of East Cheshire, 

VoL I., p. 334. 

e ^ep. 216, pod#. 

See p. 216, poaf. 

Report on Certain Boroughs, by T. J. Hogg, Pailiamentary Paper, 1838 
(686), p. 127. 

(e) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles 11. (Pat. 

RoL, 16 Car. 2^ Part 11., No. 6). 

(/) Appendix to Report* of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 

Part I, pp. 119, 120. 

{g) This cour t is he ld under the authority of a charter of Charles 11. (16 Oar 2, 

Pat. RoL, Part XI IL, No. 1). 

{h) Municipal Corporations Acts, 1836 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 118, and 1882 
(46 & 46 Viet. 0 . 60), ss. 176, 176. See p. 134, ante, 

(i) A charter of Oliver Cromwell, dated 20th February, 1666, giflnts a court of 
record to be held twice a week, wi^ jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and 
personal, to any amount. A charter of 1 Jao. 2, granted 28th l^rch, 1685, 
grants a court of record to be held weekly with jurisdiction in all causes not 
exceeding £40 in amount. 

(k) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Yict. c. 60), ss. 176, 176. See 
p. 1^, ante. 

g See p. 136, anJte. 

Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1836, 

Part X, pp. 383 — 393 ; and information kmdly given by the town dark. 

, (n) Seep. 216, post. 
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(di.) Tamwcfih. 

469 . The Tam worth Court of Record (o) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held before the bailiffs, the steward, the recorder and 
the town clerk, or any two of them, of whom one of the bsdliffs 
must be one. The town clerk is the prothonotary of the court. 
There is now no recorder of Tamworth(p). The court had long 
been in abeyance in 1884. 

There was a court of pie poudre(g), and the corporation have a 
court leet (r) and court baron («) under their charter (t). 

(olii.) Tenby. 

460 . The Tenby Court of Record, or Mayor’s Court (m), has juris- 
diction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The 
court is directed to be held every four weeks before the mayor or 
his deputy ; it was also held every fortnight for the recovery of 
debts under 40«. The practice was similar to that of the Court of 
Common Fleas before 1852 ; there was also a custom to compel 
appearance by distringas. The court has been in abeyance since 
the introduction of county courts in 1846. 

The corporation have also a hundred court with view of frank- 
pledge to be held twice yearly (v). 

(cliii.) Tenterden* 

461 . The Court of Eecord of Tenterden (w) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. Under the charter 
of Elizabeth the court is directed to be held every fortnight. 
There seems to be no very settled form of procedure. There is a 
recorder of Tenterden, who is consequently judge of the court (x). 
The charter authorises the mayor and jurats to hold a court leet( 2 /) 
and view of frankpledge twice a year (a). 

(o) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles IT. (Pat. 
Rol., 16 Oar. 2, Part IX., No. 8). 

{j>) There was a recorder of Tamworth at the time of the passing of the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1835 (6 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76). 

(p) p. 1^, ante* 

i q) See p. 186, poet 
r) See p. 215, poet* 
e) See p. 216, poet 

t) .^^endix to Report of the Mamicipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part 111., pp. 2039, 2040 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(w) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Henry IV. (Pat. 
Rol., 3 Hen. 4, memb. 2), granted 22nd August, 1402. This charter is an 
inepeximue and oonhimation of letters patent dated 6th Pebruary, 1 Ric. II., 
which inspected and confirmed earlier charters beginning with one of William 
de Valencia, Earl of Pembroke (1265-1296). 

(v) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I. pp. 401— 409. 

(w) T^ court is held under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabeth 
(Pat. RoL, 42 Eliz., Part IX.), and of the general charter of the Cinque Ports 
granted by Charles IE. on 23rd December, 1668 (printed in Jeake, Charters of 
the Cinque Ports). 

(®) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

(p) Bee p. 215, poet 

(a) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Paitn.,pp. 1062-1067. 
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(cliv.) Tewlmhury» 

462. The Te\¥kesbury Court of Record (/;) has jurisdiction in 
personal actions tip to the amount of £50. The court is directed 
to be held weekly. The recorder of Tewkesbury is judge of the 
court (c). If the defendant does not appear to the writ of summons 
the plain tiflf may enter an appearance for him. In general the 
proceedings are as at common law before 1852. This court fell 
into abeyance about 1885. 

The corporation have also a court leet(d), to be held once a 
year(e). 

(civ.) Thetford. 

463. The Thetford Court of Record (/) has jurisdiction in mixed 
and personal actions up to the amount of £50. The court is 
directed to be held weekly. The recorder of Thetford is judge of the 
court (^). The practice and procedure is similar to that of the 
superior courts of common law before 1852. This court fell into 
abeyance about 1780, but about 1830 a mandamus issued to the 
corporation and recorder to hold the court, which was done for 
some years, after which it again fell into abeyance (h). 

(clvi.) Tiverton. 

464. The Tiverton Court of Record (i) has jurisdiction in per- 
sonal actions up to the amount of £100. The court is directed to 
be held from fourteen days to fourteen days. There is a recorder 
of Tiverton, who is consequently judge of the court {k). The 
practice and procedure is similar to that of the Court of Common 
Pleas before 1852. A book of rules of the court was in existence 
in 1833. A table of fees is also in existence made before 1888. 
The court has been in abeyance since 1834. 

The Court of the Hundred, Manor, and Borough of Tiverton 
has also jurisdiction within the borough (Z). 

(clvii.) Oreat Torrington. 

466. The Torrington Court of Record (m) has jurisdiction in all 
actions, real, mixed, and personal, up to the amount of £50. The 

(fe) This court is held under the authority of a charter of William III, fPat. 
Eol., 10 Will. 3, Part II.,- No. 1). ^ 

(c) Municipal Corpoi-ations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. Sea 
p. 134, ante, 

(d) See p. 215, post 

(e) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., np. 125, 126; and information kmdly given by the town clerk. 

(/) This court is held under the authority of a charter of William and Mary 
(1693). 

(g) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viot. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, a^e. 

(A) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IV., pp. 2541—2544. 

(i) 11 Qeo. 1, Pat. Eol., Part H., No. 31, granted 4th DecAiber, 1737. 

(k) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viot. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

(Z) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioneri, 1835, 
Part I-^p* 625—627 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(m) Tins court is held under the authorify of charters of Philip and Mary and 
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colurt is directed to be held every three weeks before the mayor or 
hifl deputy, two of the aldermen, two of the capital burgesses, and 
the steward or common clerk (town clerk) or his deputy. There 
are no rules of this court in existence, and the practice is unknown. 
The court fell into abeyance about 1783. 

The corporation have also a court leet (n) and view of franks 
pledge, both of which had been in abeyance long before 1888 (o). 

(clviii.) Totnes, 

466. The Totnes Court of Eecord, or Mayor’s Law Court (p), is 
directed to be held before the mayor. There are no written rules of 
the court in existence, and the practice is unknown. The court has 
been in abeyance since 1836. There is also a court leet (q) held 
once a year before the town clerk as steward (r). 

(dix.) Truro, 

467. The Truro Court of Eecord («) has jurisdiction in personal 
actions to any amount. The court is directed to be held weekly 
before the mayor or his deputy and two of the aldermen or capital 
burgesses. No records or rules of this court are in existence, and 
it had gone into abeyance before 1833. 

The charter also grants a court leet (a) and view of frankpledge to 
be held twice a year before the mayor or his deputy and a court of 
pie poudre (i). 

(clx.) WalUngford, 

468. The Wallingford Court of Eecord (c) has jurisdiction in 
all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is 
directed to be held before the mayor, town clerk (recorder), and 
bailififs, of whom the recorder is the only one not of the quorum. 
There is now no recorder of Wallingford (d). The court appears to 
have gone into abeyance between 18^36 and 1846. The charter also 
grants to the corporation a court leet (c) and view of frankpledge (/). 

James I. (Pat. EoL, 1 & 2 Phil. & Mar., Part XIl., granted 20th September, 
1554; Pat. EoL, 15 Jao. 1, Part III., No. 10, granted 22nd December, 1617). 

(n) Seep. 21 post. 

(o) Both these courts were granted by the charter of Philip and Mary (see 
note (m), p. 207, ante, -^pendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations 
Commissioners, 1835, Part I., pp. 633 — 636. 

(p) This court was held under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabeth 
(Pat. EoL, 38 Eliz., Part XII.), granted 1st September, 1696. 

See p. 216, post. 

(r) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 641, 642 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(s) This court was held under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabeth 
(Pat EoL, 31 Eliz., Part XIH), granted 20th June, 1689. 

(a) Seep. 216, pofit. 

(b) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part I., pp. 666—657. See p. 136, ante, 

(c) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Chaiies IL (Pat 
BoL, 16 Car. 2, Part VI., No. 1). 

(d) There ' war a recorder of WalUngford at the tiine of the passing of the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. o. 60). 

(e) S^p. 216, 

(/) Appendix to Eeport of the Municipal Corporations Oomxnissioners, 1835, 
Fart L, pp 133, 184. 
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(dxL) WahaH. 

469 . The Walsall Court of B6Cord(^) has jurisdiction in actions 
of contract or trespass over 40s., and not exceeding £20 in amount ; 
it is directed to be held monthly. There is a recorder of Walsall, 
who is judge of the court (A). The jurisdiction, in consequence 
of the judge being a barrister of five years* standing, is extended to 
actions of ejectment up to £20 (t). The practice and procedure 
are as in the superior courts of common law before 1862. The costa 
are regulated by custom, and are not more than half those allowed 
in the superior courts before 1852. The court has been in abeyance 
since about 1846 (k). 

(clxii.) Warwick, 

470 . The Warwick Court of Eecord(Z) has jurisdiction in Warwick, 
personal actions up to d640. It is directed to be held weekly, and 
the recorder of Warwick is judge (m). The practice and pro- 
cedure, and also the costs, were as those in the superior courts of 
common law before 1852. The court has been in abeyance since 
about 1846. 

The charter also grants a court leet(n), which is still held for the 
purpose of electing oflScers (o). 

(clxiii.) Wells, 

471 . The Wells Court of Record (p) has jurisdiction in personal Wells, 
actions to any amount. The court is directed to be held from 
three weeks to three weeks. The recorder of Wells is judge of the 
court (j). This court had been in abeyance since about 1630, when 
it was revived by mandamus in 1836 (r). The practice and pro- 
cedure were then unknown. After this the court fell again into 
abeyance in 1846. Rules were made on 7th January, 1841. No 
table of fees is in existence. 

There is also an ancient prescriptive court for the trial of pleas 
between burgess and burgess, which originally belonged to the 
Bishop of Bath and Wells, and was granted by Mm to the 

(g) This couit is held under the authority of a charter of Charles I. (Pat. 

Kol., 3 Car. 1 , Part XXXVll., No. 6 ). 

(A) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viot. o. 50), ss. 175, 17C. See 
p. 1 ^, ante, 

(t) Municipal Corporations Acts, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, a 76), s. 118, and 1882 
(45 & 46 Viet. c. 60b s. 183. 

(A) Appendix to ^port of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 

Part ni., pp. 2045—2047 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

2 This court is held under the authority of a charter of William and Mary 
BoL, 5 Will. & Mar., Part III., No. 11 ), granted 18th March, 1694. 

(m) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante, 
fn) See p. 215, post, 

(o) Appendix to Beport of the Muiucipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 

Part lit., pp. 2057 — 2061 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

( p) This court is held under the authorii^ of a charter of Queen Eli^beth 
(Pat. BoL, 31 Eliz., Part DX), granted 23rd Jmy, 1589. 

( 9 ) Municipal Oorporatione Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante, 

(r) R, v. WelU Corporation (1836), 4 DowL 562, 
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corporation of Wells («). This court has been in abeyance since 
the time of Charles 1. The recorder of Wells is judge of this court 
also (t). 


(clxiv.) Wehlijpod. 

472. The Welshpool Court of Record (a) has jurisdiction in 
personal actions to any amount. The court is directed to be held 
every fortnight before the high steward and bailiffs. The court 
has long been in abeyance. 

The charter of James I. also granted to the corporation a court of 
pie poudre(6). There is also a court leet(c), held once a year 
before the deputy steward (d). 

(clxv.) Werdoch^ Much. 

473. The Wenlock or Much Wenlock Court of Record (e) has 
jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. 
The court is directed to be held every alternate week. There is a 
recorder of Wenlock, who is consequently judge of the court (/). 
The proceedings are directed to be the same as those used in the 
King’s courts. There is a table of fees. The court has been in 
abeyance for many years (jf). 

(clxvi.) Weymouth. 

474. The Weymouth and Melcombe Regis Court of Record Qi) 
has jurisdiction in mixed and personal actions to any amount. The 
court is directed to be held from week to week before the mayor 
and bailiffs, or one of them. There is no recorder. The forms of 
procedure, process, pleading etc. are based on those of the superior 
courts of common law before 1852. 

The corporation of Melcombe Regis have also a grant of a court 
of busting (i), to be held once in the week. 


(«) Temp, John. The right to this court was challenged by guo warranto in 
24 Eliz., but the coloration succeeded in proving their right to the franchise. 

(^) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part n., pp. 1365—1372 ; and information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(a) This court is held under the authority of a charter of James I. (1614-5). 

(b) See p. 136, ante, 

(c) See p. 215, post, 

(d) Report on Certain Boroughs, by T. J. Hogg, Parliamentary Paper, 1838 
(686), pp. 139—143. 

(e) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles I. (Pat. Rol., 

7 Oar. 1, Part VI., No. 11). The court was first established by a charter of 

8 Edw. 4. 

(/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vick o. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante, 

ig) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part III., pp. 2075-2078. 

(h) This court is held under the authority of a charter of George ICE. (Pat 
RoL, 44 Geo. 3, Part Y., No. 1), granted 25th May, 1804. The junsdiction was 
first granted by a charter dated 27th May, 8 Edw. 1, 1280. 

This court is held under the authority of a charter of Edward I. (Pat. Bol., 
§ Edw. 1, memb* 9, No. 52). This charter granted to the burgesses of Mele« 
oumbe all the liberties granted to the citizens of London. See p. 176, ante. 
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There are two court loots (k), one for the manor of Weymouth (f) 
and one for that of Melcombe Begis (m). 

The corporation as successors of the corporation of Melcombe 
Begis (n) have a court of pie poudre (o). 

{olxvii.) Wigan» 

475. The Wigan Court of Pleas (p) had jurisdiction in personal 
actions to any amount. The recorder of Wigan is judge of the 
court ( 3 ). It fell into abeyance in 1776. 

The charter also grants a court of pie poudre (r). 

The corporation have a court leet (s) and view of frankpledge, held 
once a year at Michaelmas. A charter of Edward III.(0 also 
grants a court baron (a) and a court leet and view of frankpledge 
to the parson of Wigan (i). 

(dxviii.) Wincheiter City, 

476. The court of the mayor, recorder, and bailiffs of 
Winchester (c) has jurisdiction in all actions, real, mixed and 
personal, to any amount. The court is commonly called the Town 
Court. The court is directed to be held twice a week. The 
recorder of Winchester is judge (d). The practice seems to be 
based on that of the superior courts of common law before 1862, 
but in 1833 the practice was described as extremely irregular. 
The court appears to have originally been a court of busting based 
on that of London (e). 


(k) See p. 215, post 

^/) First granted in 1252 by a charter of the prior of the church of St. Swithin, 
Winchester, exemplified by letters patent dated 10th February , 41 Edw. 3. 

(m) A charter of Queen Elizabetn ^Pat. £ol., 40 Eliz., Fart YU., granted 6th 
May, 1598) confirmed to the royal aemesne of Weymouth its exemption (see 

L 90, ante) from the jurisdiction of the Admiral of En^and (Appendix to 
port of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, rart II., pp. 1383 — 
1388). This exemption, though abolished by statute (Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1835 (6 & 6 Will 4, c. 76), s, 108), may have some effect as giving a titular 
admiralty jurisdiction to the mayor. 

(n) Selden Society Publications, Vol. XXIIT., p. xv. 

( 0 ) See p. 136, ante, 

(p) This court is held imder the authority of a charter of Charles II. (Pat. 
RoL, 14 Car. 2, Part XVIII., No. 5), granted 16th May, 1662. 

(9) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, 0. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante, 

(r) See p. 136, ante, 

(«) See p. 215, post, 

(t) Rot. Cart., 24 Edw. 3, No. 7. 
fa) See p. 216, pos<. 

(h) Report on Certain Boroughs, by T. J. Hogg, Parliamentary Paper, 1838 
(686), pp. 151—158. 

(c) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Queen Elizabeth, 
CTMted 23rd January, 1588 ; a translation is printed in Milner’s History of 
Winchester, Yol. II., p. 298. This town court existed from time immemoiial. 
The right of the citizens to plead only within their own walls is referred to in a 
charter of 1 Rio, 1, printedf in Milner’s History of Winchester, Yol. II., p. 296. 

(d) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, 0. 50), ss. 175, 176. Set 
p, 134. aids. 

(s) ^ note (d), p. 176, ante. 
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The charter also granted a court of pie poudre (/), and a court of 
the Clerk of the Market (jg), to be held before the mayor, and con- 
firms to the corporation a boroughmote court, to be held twice a 
year in the accustomed manner. A court leet (h) and view of frank- 
pledge, to be kept every year on the days accustomed, was also 
granted (i). 

There was an ancient Court of the Staple at Winchester (ft), 
(dxix.) The Biehop'e Liberty of the Soke of Winchester, 

477. By prescription the Cheney (or Cheyney) ( 1 ) Court of the 
Bishop of Winchester has jurisdiction over a wide area, comprising 
the Soke of Winchester, but not the city, and extending over 196 
parishes, tithings, and places (m). The bishop was judge of the 
court by his deputy, usually the chancellor. The court has juris- 
diction in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. 
The court fell into disuse on the introduction of county courts in 
1846, but appears to have transacted nominal business as late as 
1869 (n). 

(clxx.) Windsor, 

478. The Windsor Record Court (o) has jurisdiction in personal 
actions to the amount of 40s., but as there is a recorder of 
Windsor, who is consequently judge of the court (p), who must be a 
barrister of five years’ standing, the jurisdiction is extended to 
£20 in personal actions, and to actions of ejectment where the rent 
of the premises sought to be recovered does not exceed £20 and 
no fine is reserved by the lease ((?). The court is directed to be 
held weekly. It had fallen into abeyance long before 1833. 

The charter also granted a court of pie poudre (r). 

There is a court of the Clerk of the Market (a), held before the 
mayor (&), 

(clxxi.) Worcester, 

479. The Worcester Court of Record, or Court of Pleas (c), 
has jurisdiction within the city, suburbs, liberties, and precincts 

(/) See p. 130, ante, 

f See p. 137, ante. 

See p. 215, post. 

Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part IL, pp. 895 — 903. Information kindly given by Alderman Jacob. 

(jfc) Statute of the Staple (27 Edw. 3, stat. 2, c. 19). See p. 137, ante, 

[l) This name has not been satisfactorily explained. The coiui; was held in 
the dose. 

(m) A list of these is given in Hampshire Repository, Yol. II., pp. 300, 307. 

(n) Woodward, Histoiy of Hampshire, Vol. 1., p. 93, n. (1). 

(o) This court is held under the authority of a charter of Charles IL (Pat. 
Rol., 16 Car. 2, Part II., No. 13). 

(p) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (15 & 46 Yict. c. 60), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante. 

{0 Municipal Corporations Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 118. This 
junsdiotion was continued by Municipal Coroorations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. 
0.60), 8.183. 

(r) See p. 136, ante. 

(a) See p. 137, ante, 

(6) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1836, 
IV.^ pp. 2932—2934. 

(c) This court is held under the authority ol a diarter of James L (Fat BoL, 
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thereof in all actions, real, mixed, and personal, to any amount. Sbot. & 
The court is directed to be held weekly. There is a recorder of Particular 
Worcester, who is judge of the court (d). In 1866 the juris- Courts, 

diction of the court was excluded in all personal actions in which 
the county court has jurisdiction up to j 620, and in ejectments 
where the rent of the premises sought to be recovered does not 
exceed £50 (e). 

The practice and procedure of the court are regulated by the 
Common Law Procedure Acts, 1852 (/) and 1864 (g), and the rules 
thereunder (h). All the provisions of the Summary Procedure on 
Bills of Exchange Act, 1865(i), have been extended to this court (A;). 

No plaints have been entered in this court since 1900 (1). There is 
a scale of fees and costs made and approved in 1889. 

The charter also granted a court of pie poudre (m) and a court 
leet (n) and view of frankpledge (o). 

(clxxii.) ForXf, 

480 . The York Sheriffs Court of Pleas, or York Court of York. 
Record (p), as it is now called, has jurisdiction in all actions, real, 
mixed, and personal, to any amount. The court is directed to be 
held weekly. There is a recorder of York, who is consequently 
judge of the court (q). The jurisdiction of the court is excluded 
in cases up to j£10 in which the county court has jurisdiction (r). 

The practice and procedure are regulated by the Common Law 
Procedure Acts, 1862 (a), 1854 (b), and 1860 (c). The whole of the 


19 Jac. 1, Part YIL, No. 1), granted 2nd October, 1622. The clause granting 
the jurisdiction is printed in a report by the Town Clerk of Worcester upon the 
imisdiotion and procedure of the Court of Pleas of the City of Worcester (1889). 
The franchise was first granted by a charter of 1 & 2 Phil. & Mar., dated 
12th April, 1554. 

(d) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ants, 

(e) By Order in Council of 28th July, 1856 (Statutory Rules and Orders 
Revised, Vol. VT., Inferior Court, England, p. 192). 

(/) 15 & 16 Viet. c. 76. 

(ff) 17 & 18 Viet. c. 125. 

(A) By Order in Council of 28th July, 1856 (Statutory Rules and Orders 
Revised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, p. 190). 

(i) 18 & 19 Viet. c. 67; 

(A;) By Order in Council of 28th July, 1856 (Statutory Rules and Orders 
Revised, Vol. VI., Inferior Court, England, p. 191). 

(1) Civil Judicial Statistics, 1900 — 1905. 

fm) See p. 136, ante, 

(n) See p. 215, post, 

(oj Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Pai-t I., pp. 163 — 156. Information kindly given by the town clerk. 

(p) This court is held under the authority of a chai-ter of Charles II. (Pat. 
RoL, 16 Car. 2, Part XV., No, 8). The franchise was originally granted by a 
charter of 19 Rio. 2, Rot. Cart 18 & 19 Rio. 2, No. 1, granted 18th May, 1396. 

(q) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, o. 50), ss. 175, 176. See 
p. 134, ante, 

(r) By Order in Council of 17 th May, 1890 (Statutory Rules and Orders 
Revised, Vol. VL, Inferior Court, England, p. 195). 

“""^Vict. C.76. 

I Tiot 0 . 125. 

; 24 Tiot. e. 126. 
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provisions of the Summary Procedure on Bills of Exchange Acl, 
1865 (d), and of the schedule to the Borough and Local Courts of 
Record Act, 1872 (e), have also been extended to this court (/). 
The court is still in use, but no plaints appear to have been entered 
since 1903 (g). 

The corporation have also a court of busting (h) for proceedings 
in lieu of fines and recoveries. This court fell into abeyance about 
the middle of the nineteenth century. 

The charter also granted a court of pie poudre (i). 

There are also a court of the Clerk of the Market (J), a court of 
Guildhall, and a court of Conservancy of the rivers Ouse, Humber, 
Wharfe, Derwent, Aire, and Don, both in the city and county of 
York and in the county of Lincoln (k). All these courts are to be 
held before the lord mayor. 

There was an ancient Court of the Staple at York (1). 


PartXVIll. — Hundred and Manorial Courts. 

Sect. 1. — Hundred Courts. 

481 . The only existing jurisdiction of such hundred courts as 
have not been made courts of record is a civil jurisdiction in 
actions in which less than 40s. is claimed in cases where the 
county court has not jurisdiction (m). 


{d) 18 & 19 Viet. 0. 67. 

(e) 35 & 36 Viet. c. 86. 

{/) By Order in Council of 9th March, 1854, the whole of the proviaionB of 
the Common Law Procedure Act, 1862 (16 & 16 Viet. c. 7^ were extended to 
this court (Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. VI., Inferior Coiu-t, 
England, p. 193), and by Order in Council of 26th June, 1873, the whole of the 
provisions of the Summary Procedure on Bills of Exchange Act, 1855 (18 & 19 
Viet. c. 67), and of the Borough and Local Courts of Record Act, 1872 (35 & 36 
Viet. 0 . 8§, as well as ss. 1, 3—35, 37—67, 78—87, 89, 91—93, and 96 of the 
Common Law Procsedure Act, 1864 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 125), and ss. 1—11, 19 — 21, 
28 — 31, 34 — 36, of the Common Law Procedure Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 126) 
(tWd, p. 193). 

(a) Civil Judicial Statistics, 1903 — 1905, 

(a) See note {d) on p. 176, ante, 

(t) See p. 136, ante, 

(j) See p. 137, ante. 

{k) Appendix to Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, 1835, 
Part Hi., pp. 1737—1747 ; and information kindly supplied by the town clerk. 
(/) Statute of the Staple (27 Edw. 3, stat. 2, o. 19), see p. 137, ante. 

(m) Even prior to the Nonnan Conquest, besides the courts for the shire, 
there were also courts for the hundred or wapentake, and for the tu*n or town- 
ship (See P. W. Maitland, Justice and Police). The former of these, the 
hundmgemot, after the Conquest became the hundred court, and was at first 
held every month, then every fortnight, and from 1231 a.d. once in three 
weeks (Pollock and Maitland, History of English Law, VoL I., pp. 543 — 547). 

At first the whole body of suitors were the jud^s, but afterwards this juris- 
diction was vested in twelve men, who might either hold their office by choice 
for the particular occasion, or for life, or by hereditary succeesion (Stubbs, 
Constitution r 1 History of England, Vol. I., p. 102). 

The hundred court had both ciiminal and civil jurisdiction, but the criminal 
iurisdiotion came to be exercised by way of the sheriff’s touiu (see p. 118, 
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Sect. 2. — Manorial Court$. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — In General. 

482. The halimote, which was the court of the township in 
pre-Norman times, developed into the manorial courts, which were 
the court leet, the court baron, and the customary court of the 
manor(n). 

Sub-Sbot. 2. — The Court Leei. 


9 m . S. 
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483. The court leet, law day, or view of frankpledge (o), Court leet. 
which exercised the criminal jurisdiction of the halimote, is a court 
of record (p) for the cognisance of criminal matters or pleas of the 
Crown, and necessarily belongs to the King, although a subject, 
usually the lord of a manor, may be and is entitled to the profits 
of the court (q). The power of holding the court and taking the 
profits thereof was a franchise appendant to manors, either by 
prescription or by a grant from the Crown under letters patent. 

This court was held twice a year, that is, within a month after 
Easter and a month after Michaelmas. It was originally held 
before the lord or his steward (r), but the usage is that it should 
be held before the steward. The jurisdiction extended over such 
offences as were not felonies, and offenders were punishable by 
amerciaments, or by the pillory, stocks, cucking-stool, or tumbrelL 

It is expressly enacted by statute that courts leet, courts baron, 
law days, views of frankpledge, or oiher like courts held on the 
16th September, 1887, shall continue to be held on the days and in 
the places heretofore accustomed (s). 

The jurisdiction has, however, fallen into complete disuse, having 
been superseded by the summary jurisdiction exercised by the 
justices of the peace (t). 


484. The franchise of view of frankpledge was liable to be lost View of 
by non -user, or in consequence of the lord not having proper *»nkple4|f. 
ofiicers, or not possessing such as the pillory, stocks etc.(w). 


an^c), which was abolished in 1887 (Sherilfs Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viot. o. 55), 
s. 18 (4) ). 

The civil j urisdiction of the hundred court was practically abolished in 1867 by 
the County CJourts Act, 1867 (80 & 31 Viet. c. 142), s. 28, which provided that 
no action which could be brought in a county court should thenceforth be com- 
menced in a hundred court not being a court of record (as in the case of the 
Salford Hundred Court; see p. 197, ante). 

(n) See p. 216, poet. As to courts baron, see Vinogradoff, The Gh’owth ol 
the Manor, pu. 362 et eeq. 

(o) Visum ae Frankpledge. 

(p) The title of the court is “ Manor of , Court of Frankpledge of A. B., 
Lord of the Manor aforesaid holden before 

(q) That is, the essoign pence, fines, and amerciaments (Bitson, Court Leet, 


p. 5). 

(r) It is said that in ancient times it was held before the bidUff of the lord 
(Biti^n, Court Leet, p. 6), As to place, see B. v. Uchester (Bailiff) (1824), 2 
k & C. 764. 


{e) Sherifb Act, 1887 (50 ft 61 Viet. c. 65). s. 40 : ** The courts leet etc. shali 
not have any luger powers, nor shall any larger fees be taken thereat, than 
previously, and indictments and presentments shall be dealt with as previously,’* 
it) See title Magisteatbs. 

(ti) TottmalTe Oa$e (1682), W. Jo. 283. 
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485. In many oases manorial rights were vested in a boronghi 
and thoSi or by a separate royal grant, the corporation had the 
right to hold a court leet (a), which then became the appropriate 
court in which the mayor or portreeve and other officers were 
appointed (6). 

Sub-Sect. 3.— The Court Baron. 

486. The civil jurisdiction of the halimote was ezercued by the 
court baron (c), which, like the court leet, was a franchise incident to 
a manor (d) either by prescription or grant by letters patent. The 
abolition of real actions in 1833 (e) destroyed the obsolete juris- 
diction of these courts under the original writs directed to them (/). 
In 1867 their jurisdiction was abolished in all actions maintainable 
in a county court, except where they were courts of record (ff). 
The effect of this legislation is to restrict their jurisdiction as courts 
for the trial of actions to such cases as are not within the juris- 
diction of the county court, and in which under 40s. is claimed as 
debt or damages (h). 

Stjb-Seot. 4. — The Cuetomary Court. 

487. The origin of this court is obscure. It apparently arose 
out of the absolute jurisdiction of the lord over his villeins. The 
customary court had for its suitors the copyholders and customary 
tenants of the manor (t). In case a reputed manor had not the two 
freeholders as tenants nece 8 |ary to constitute the court baron, the 
right to hold a court for the copyholders and customary tenants 
still subsists (/c). 

There may also be a customary manor held of another manor 
by copy of court roll, with copyholders and a customary court for 
them(i)- A court may be held for purely ministerial purposes, 
although no copyholders or customary tenants are present (771). 

(a) See under the separate boroughs in Part XYII., sect. 5, of this title, ante^ 
for grants of courts leet. 

(J) The Municipal Corporations Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 18), abolished a 
large number of unreformed corporations and the civil and criminal courts 
which they held by charter or prescription, but the Act expressly saved the courts 
leet of Over and Altrincham for the purpose of electing titular mayors. The 
court leet of the Precinct of the Savoy is still held, and exercises the jurisdiction 
over nuisances etc. See Carter, History of English Legal Institutions, p. 291. 

(c) See the Court Baron, Selden Society Publications, Vol. IV. 

(a) A court baron is incident to a manor, and a manor cannot be without a 
court baron and suitors or freeholders, two at the least (Scroggs, Courts Leet 
and Courts Baron, 4th ed., p. 79). 

U) Heal Property Limitation Act, 1833 (3 & 4 WiU. 4, 0 . 27). 

(/) See title Action, Vol. I., p. 46. 

See note (m) on p. 214, ftwtc. 

r/n These courts baron were ordained— (1) to adjust differences between lord 
ana lord adjoining; (2) to keep rest and Quietness between lord and tenant, 
that the^ lord should permit the tenant to enjoy, paying his rent and performing 
his services, and that the tenant should not wrong the lord by withdrawing his 
rent, custom, or services {ibid,, p. 83). As to the court baron, see title 
Copyholds, Vol. VIII., p, 10. 

i t) See title Copyholds, Vol, Vm., p. 11. 
k) Scroggs, Courts Leet and Courts Baron, 4th ed., pp. 80, 81. 

1) Ibid, 

m) Copyhold A^ 1894 (87 & 68 Yiot. 0 . 46), 8S. 82, 83. See, further, title 
COPYHOLDS, Vol, Vin., p, lU 
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488. Those manors ^hich were in the hands of Edward the 
Confessor or William the Conqueror, and are so expressed in — 
Domesday Book, are called the ancient demesne of tne Crown. CJourtsof 
All those who hold in socage of these manors are tenants in 
ancient demesne. The courts of these manors are called courts of 
ancient demesne. These courts are similar to courts baron, and, 
like them, they are not courts of record, and the suitors are the 
judges, and two suitors are necessary to the existence of the court (n). 


Part XIX. — Judicial Commissioners. 

Sect. 1. — The Railway and Canal Commission. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — OonsUMion and Judges, 

489. The Bailway and Canal Commission was constituted in its Constitution 
present form in 1888 (o). It consists of two commissioners 
appointed by His Majesty on the recommendation of the President Oimal 
of the Board of Trade, one of whom is to be of experience in rail- Commission, 
way business (p), and three ex-officio commissioners, one each for 
England, Scotland, and Ireland respectively, being such judge of a 
superior court as shall be nominated, in the case of England, by the 
Lord Chancellor, of Scotland by the Lord President of the Court of 
Session, and of Ireland by the Lord Chancellor of Ireland. The 
ex-officio commissioners are not required to attend sittings of the 
Commission outside of that part of the United Kingdom for which 
they are nominated (q). 

The appointed commissioners are paid such salary not exceeding 
£3000 a year as the President of the Board of Trade may, with the 
concurrence of the Treasury, appoint (r) 

The presence of three commissioners is required for the hearing 
of any case. The ex-officio commissioner presides, whose opinion 
prevails on all points of law. If the ex-officio commissioner is 
unable to attend another judge may be nominated to sit for him, 
and similarly, if an appointed commissioner cannot attend, the 
President of the Board of Trade may nominate a temporary Com- 
missioner to hear any particular case («). On an address from 
both Houses of Parliament an additional judge of the High Court 


(n) 4 Co. Inst. 269. 

(o) Bailway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888 (61 k 62 Viet. c. 26), s. 2. This Act 
rej^aled s. 4 of the Kailway and Canal Traffic Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet c. 43), 
which provided for the appointment of three commissioners, one of whom was 
to be of experience in the law and one of experience in railway business, and 
of not more than two assistant commissioners. As to procedure before the 
oommissioners, see title Bailwats akd Cakals. 

(p) iWd., 8. 3. 

m B. 4. 

8. 3 (4). 

W IWd.. 8, 6 (6), (7). 




2i8 


Couttfs. 


smt, 1. may be appointed, if the amount of business before the Commission 
The renders it advisable (t). 

Balhvay 

aad Caoal Sub-Seot. 2.^uri8didion, 

Commlsglon. ^90. The jurisdiction of the Commission over railway and 
Jttri«l!ction. canal companies is to hear and determine complaints in respect of — 
(1) undue preference or tralBfic facilities (including through rates (a) 
and junctions with private sidings (ft)), arising either under s. 2 
of the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1854(c), or under the special 
Act of the company (d) ; (2) accommodation works or obligations in 
favour of the public or individuals enacted in the special Act (c) ; 
(8) disputes as to the legality of tolls and rates (/) ; (4) the publica- 
tion of rates by a station ratebook {g) ; (5) terminal charges (ft) ; (6) in- 
crease of rates and charges since 31 st December, 1894 (i) ; (7) allow- 
ances in respect of terminals to owners of sidings (k) ; (8) the approval 
of working agreements between companies (/) ; (9) differences with the 
Postmaster-General as. to the conveyance of mails (m) ; (10) differ- 
ences between railway companies (in lieu of arbitration) (n) ; 
(Ip under the Cheap Trains Act, 1888 (o); (12) agreements whereby a 
railway company obtains control over a canal (p); (13) as to hours of 
railway servants ((/); (14) as to the working of traffic byway of steam- 
boats (r) ; (15) as to complaints as to water supply in the area of the 
Metropolitan Water Board («); (16) to hear appeals from stipendiary 
magistrates or county court judges determining differences as to the 
placing of telegraphs upon public roads (t); (17) to hold local 
mquiries and make provisional orders for the construction of telegraph 
works on private land (a). 

The Board of Trade has also power to appoint the Railway 
Commissioners arbitrators in cases where matters are directed to be 
referred to the arbitration of the Board of Trade or of arbitrators 
appointed by them (b). 

The commissioners have also power to report to Parliament in 


1888 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 25), B. 6. This 


(0 Eailway and Oanal Traffic Act, 
power has not been exercised. 

(o) Ibid. 

JlfhwayB (Private Sidings) Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 19). 

17 & 18 Viot. c. 31. ^ 

(<^ Iteilway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 25). sa. 8. 9. 11, 
le) lota,f 8 . 9. /ft 

if) Ibid,, 8. 10. 

to) ^gulation of Eailways Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. o. 48), s 14. 

(A) I ltd., B. 16. ' 

^89-* (57 & 68 Viot. 0. 64), b. 1. 

(«) Ibid., 8. 4. ' 

«) See also ^ilwaye Clauses Act, 1863 (20 & 27 Viet. c. 92), s. 25. 

(m) Reflation of Eailw^s Act, 1873 (86 & 37 Viet. o. 48), b. 19 • Conveyance 

* l*n*i*^ 7, 4 (by the appointed commissioners). 

(n) Begulatlon of Railways Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet, of 48), a. 8. ' 

( 0 ) 46 & 47 Vict. 0. 34. ' 

(p) Ee^atiwi of Railways Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict o. 48), b. 16, 


9) ^ — -j — orvr™'* «. u( not. o. a»i, b. i. 

r) ^mRafaon of ^ways Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viot c. 119), a. 16. 
W Melropo^ Water Act 1897 (60 & 61 Viot o, 66), 

(0 Tdegraph Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict c. 7(i), s, 4. 

fm TAiAf>rA.T\yt IfiOO /KK A M.O ^ 


(a) Telemph Act 1892 (65 & 86 Vict o. 69), s. 2. 

[b) Boaru of Trade ArbitrationB et^ " 


Act 1874 (37 & 38 Vict c. 40). a. 8. 
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case they are of opinion that the interests of the public are injuriously 
affected by the exercise of any railway companies’ powers as to steam 
vessels (c). 

Sbot. 2. — Land Tax Commisiion. 

491 . The Land Tax Commission consists of commissioners 
appointed byname by statutes passed from time to time in that 
behalf (d), with the addition of justices of the peace within their 
respective counties, ridings, divisions, districts (c), and boroughs (/). 
In the case of cities, boroughs, Cinque Ports, and towns corporate a 
commissioner must be qualified by being an inhabitant (q). . 

These commissioners, two of whom are a quorum (A), have power 
to hear and finally determine without appeal all questions and 
differences respecting the assessment and collection of land tax, on 
complaint of any person aggrieved (i). 

If any commissioner is interested in any question brought before 
the commissioners he is disqualified and must retire till the remainder 
of the commissioners have given their decision (fc). If he refuses to 
withdraw, the other commissioners have power to inflict upon him a 
fine not exceeding £20(1), or a suit in the name of the Attorney- 
General may be brought in the High Court against him for a 
penalty of £60 (m). 

Sect. 8. — Income Tax CommiBsionert. 

492 . There are two classes of Income Tax Commissioners, 
namely, the Commissioners for the General Purposes of the 
Income Tax Acts and the Commissioners for the Special Purposes 
of those Acts. The first of these, called “the general commis- 
sioners ” (n), are appointed by the Land Tax Commissioners from 
their own number (o) to act for the county or other district over 
which they have jurisdiction. The second, called the “ special 
commissioners ” (p), consist of the Inland Revenue Commissioners 
and such persona as are appointed by the Treasury (q). 

These two bodies have jurisdiction to hear appeals from persons 


(c) Railways Clauses Act, 18G8 (26 & 27 Viet, c, 92), s. 35; Regulation of 

Railways Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 48), s. 10. See also, generally, title 

Railways and Canals. 

{(i) The latest statute is the Land Tux Commissioners Act, 1 906 (6 Edw. 7, 
c. 52). The land tax was imposed in 1689 (1 Will. & Mar. c. 3), and was at 
first annual, but was made perpetual by the Land Tax Act, 1798 (38 Oeo. 3, c. 6). 
The Act of 1689 named the first commissioners. 

(f) liand Tax Commissioners Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Oeo. 4, c. 75), s. I* 

I f) Land Tax Commissioners Act, 1906 (0 Edw. 7, c. 62), s. 3. 
g) liand Tax Commissioners Act. 1798 (38 Geo. 3, c. 48), s. 1. 

h) Taxes Management Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 19), s. 5. 

t) Land Tax Act, 1797 (38 Oeo. 3, c. 6), 8. 23. 
k) Ibid. 

1) Ibid. 

m) Taxes Management Act, 1680 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 19), bs. 21, 36. See alsOi 
generally, title Laj^ Tax. 

(u) lUd., 8 . 6. 

r 0 ) Income Tax Act, 1642 (6 & G Viet. c. 36), s. 4. 

(p) Taxes Management Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet c. 19), s. 6. 

& Income Tax Act, 1642 (6 & 6 Viet. c. 36), s. 23. 


8bot. 1. 
The 

Railway 
and Canal 
Commission. 

Land Tax 
Commission. 


Income Tax 
Commis- 
sioners. 



220 


Courts. 


Shot. 8. 
Income Tax 
Com* 

misdoners. 


Oommis* 

* - * 

•eweri. 


aggrieved by assessments or surcharges for income tax and objections 
to such assessments by the inspector or surveyor of taxes. 

The general commissioners have also jurisdiction to hear appeals 
from persons aggrieved by assessments for inhabited house duty (r). 

A person aggrieved by an assessment under Schedule D of the 
Income Tax Acts may appeal either to the general commissioners or 
to the special commissioners, except in the case of exemption or 
relief on account of his income being less than £700 a year, in 
which case the appeal lies to the general commissioners only (s). 

Claims for allowances in respect of the duties in Schedule A by 
colleges, public schools, hospitals, almshouses, literary institutions, 
and charities are to be made to the special conomissioners (t), as also 
are claims for exemption from the duties in Schedule C (a). 

The decisions both of the general (6) and special commis- 
sioners (c) are final, except when the appellant or the surveyor 
at once expresses his dissatisfaction with the decision as being 
erroneous in point of law, and within twenty-one days requires 
a case to be stated for the opinion of the High Court of Justice (d). 

An appeal lies from the decision of the High Court to the Court 
of Appeal, and thence to the House of Lords (e). 

Sect. 4 . — Commissioners of Sewers. 

Sub-Seot. 1. — GmstUution, 

493 . Commissions of sewers are issued by way of Letters Patent 
under the Great Seal, from time to time as need requires, to such 
substantial and indifferent persons as are named by the Lord 
Chancellor, the Lord Treasurer, and the Lord Chief Justice (/). 
Commissions of sewers can also issue on recommendation of the 
Inclosure Commissioners to be obtained on petition of the 
proprietors after investigation by an inspector (^). 

The Commissioners of Sewers are required to be sworn in the 
prescribed form (/i), and are to forfeit £40 for every time they shall 
attempt to act if unsworn (i). 

Commissions of sewers stand and continue in force for ten 
years, unless they are determined by the issue of a new commis- 
sion or by a writ of supersedeas discharging such commission or 
commissions (ft). 


(r) Taxes Management Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Yict. c. 19), ss. 27 (1), 67 (2). 

(tf) Income Tax Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet, c, 35), ss. 118, 130 : Finance Act, 1898 
(G1 & 62 Viet, c, 10), 8. 8. 

1 0 Income Tax Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet c. 35), s. 62. 
a) Ihid ,^ B. 98. See also, generally, title Income Tax. 
h) Taxes Management Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 19), s. 67 (10). 

c) Income Tax Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 35), s. 130. 

d) Taxes Mana^ment Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet o. 19), s. 59. 

e) Ibid,f 8. 59 (3). See i?. v. General Commissioners for Taxes for ClerhenwdL 
[1901] 2 K B. 879, 894, 0. A. 

(/) (loneral Act concerning Commissions of Sewers to be directed to all parts 
withm this realm, 1531 (23 8, c. 5), s. 1. 

(o) Land Drainage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 'Vqct. c. 133), ss. 4, 5. 

(ft) 23 Hen. 8, o. 5, s. 2. 

(f) Ibid,, B. 7. 

(ft) Sewers Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, o. 22), s. a 
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CommisBioners of Sewers have full power and authority to make, 
constitute, and ordain laws, ordinances, and decrees, and to amend 
and repeal such laws, and to make new laws as the cases necessary 
require in that behalf (1)- 

494. The Commissioners of Sewers have a court, although the 
statutes do not in express terms grant a court. They are, however, 
said to be the King’s justices (m), and the Court of King’s Bench 
has held that they have a court of record (n). They may command 
the spiffs by their mandatory writs to summon a jury of twelve 
men for the purpose of an inquiry (o). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Jurisdiction, 

495. The CommiBsioners of Sewers have jurisdiction to survey 
the walls, ditches, banks, gutters, sewers, goots, calces, bridges, 
streams, and other defences by the coasts of the sea, and marsh 
ground, and mills, milldams, floodgates, ponds, locks, hebbing 
weares, and other impediments, lets, and annoyances, and to cause 
the same to be -corrected, repaired, amended, put down, or reformed 
as the case shall require after their wisdom and discretion (p). All 
walls, banks, culverts, and other defences whatever, whether 
natural or artiflcial, situate by the coasts of the sea, and all rivers, 
streams, sewers, and watercourses which are navigable or where 
the tide ebbs and flows, and all walls, banks, culverts, bridges, dams, 
floodgates, and other works erected in, upon, over, or adjoining 
such rivers etc., are within the jurisdiction of the commissioners, 
except ornamental works erected before 1833 and watercourses 
near or contiguous to houses or buildings, or in gardens, parks, 
avenues etc., in which cases the consent of the owner in 
writing is necessary to authorise the commissioners to exercise 
jurisdiction (q). They may also decree and ordain new works or 
alterations in old works, and may abandon old works and decree 
and ordain new works in lieu thereof (r ) ; but no new works are to 
be made without the consent of the owners and occupiers of three 
fourth parts in value of the lands to be charged (s). 

The Commissioners of Sewers by themselves without a jury may 
survey the defences and ascertain the defects and what is necessary 
for repairing them and the cost thereof (t). 


(2) General Act concerning Commissions of Sewers, 1^31 (23 Hen. 8, c. 5), 
s. 4. 

(m) Ibid, “ We therefore . . . have assigned you , . • to be our justices,** 
form of commission contained in s. 1. 

(n) NewcasUt {Duke) v. Clark (1818), 8 Taunt. 602, 625, 627, 631. “An Act 
of Parliament was made in the year 1631, previously to which the commissioners 
of sewers had a regular jurisdiction of oyer and terminer, which they had been 
accustomed to have at ail times ** {ibid,, per Bubeough, J., at p. 631). 

(o) 23 Hen. 8, a 5, s. 1 ; Newcastle {Duke) v. Clark, supra, at p. 627, per 
Paek, J. ; Sewers Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 22), s. 11. 

I p) General Act concerning Commissions of Sewers, 1531 (23 Hen. 8, c. 5), s. 1* 
q) Sewers Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will 4, o. 22), s. 10. 

Ibid,, 8. 19, 
s) Ibid,, 8. 21. 

t) Oallxs on Sewers, 107* See, m to sewers generally, title Sewebs m 
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496. A jury may present (1) the erection of impediments, as 
floodgates, mills etc. ; (2) by whose default defects in the defences 
have arisen ; (8) what persons are bound by custom, prescription, 
tenure, covenant, or otherwise to repair defects ; (4) what grounds 
lie within the hurt or danger of waters, either within the sur- 
rounder by the sea or the inundation of the fresh waters, and to 
whom they belong ; (5) what persons hold lands which are 
chargeable to new works, and the quantity of their lands ; 
(6) amerciaments (a). The presentments of the jury must be made 
on evidence on oath before the commissioners in court and not 
upon information collected in pais without oath (5). 

497. All orders and rates made by the Commissioners of Sewers 
W'ithout the presentment of a jury can be appealed against to 
quarter sessions, when the matter may be decided by the justices 
or by arbitration (c). 

Sect. 5. — Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 

498. The jurisdiction under the Tithe Commutation Acts is 

exercised by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (d), and appears 
now to be restricted to altering the apportionment of tithe rent- 
charge in certain cases ; (1) between different lands of the same 
person at his desire and at his expense (e) ; (2) where lands charged 
with one rentcharge have become vested in several owners (/); 
(3) where divisions of lands have been altered under Inclosure 
Acts (g) ; (4) where the boundaries of parishes have been 

changed (h) ; (5) where lands have been included in an apportion- 
ment by mistake (i) ; (6) where rentcharge has been made payable 
to the wrong person or in the wrong interest (k ) ; (7) where the 
Board, with the consent of the owners, think it desirable (0; 
(8) where alterations have made the collection of- the rentcharge 
unreasonably difi&cult or inconvenient {in) ; and (9) where through 
the removal of fences difficulties have arisen as to what land is 
liable to rentcharge etc. (n). 


i a) Oallis on Sewers, 108—110 ; Sewers Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 22), s. 10. 
b) JR. V. Somerset Commissioner's of Sewers (1805), 7 East, 71. 
e) Sewers Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, o. 22), ss. 47—50. 
a) The Tithe Oommissioners were constituted by the Tithe Act, 1836 (6 & 7 
Will. 4, 0 . 71), s. 1. These Tithe Commissioners were united in 1882 with the 
Copyhold Commissioners and the Inclosure Commissioners, and the three sets of 
oommissioners were constituted the Laud Commissioners (Settled Land Act, 
1882 (45 & 46 Viot. c. 38), s. 48). In 1889 the powers and duties of the Land 
Commissioners were transferrea to the Board oi Agriculture (now the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries) (Board of Agriculture Act, 1889 (62 & 53 Viet. c. 30), 
0 . 2, Sched. I., Pt. XL). As to the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, see title 
AomouLTURE, Vol. I, p. 297. 

(e) Tithe Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet. o. 54), s. 14 
{/) Ibid., 8. 14. 

lo) Tithe Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viot. c. 73), s. 13. 

(h) Tithe Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. o. 93), s. 16. 

i t) Tithe Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viot. o. 104), s. 3. 

Aj) Tithe Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viot, o. 73), s. 16, 

0 Tithe Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viot o. 93), s. lU 
m) Ibid., a. 15. 
n) lUd., e. IS. 
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The Board of A|;ricolture and Fisheries have power to summon 
witnesses, administer oaths and examine witnesses on oath, 
and cause to be produced before them, on oath, all necessary 
books, terriers, maps, plans etc. (o). Witnesses refusing to answer 
or to produce documents etc. are to be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanour (p). 


;o) Tith« Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, o. 71), s. 10. 

p) Ibid., ■. 93. As to tithe, see title Boolssiabtioai. Law. 
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Part I. — Principles of Criminal Liability. 

Sect. 1 , — The Nature of Crime in General. 

Sub-Sect. Definitions . 

499 . Criminal law and procedure deal with the nature, prosecu- 
tion, and punishment of crime. 

A crime is an unlawful act or default which is an offence against 
the public, and renders the person guilty of the act or default liable 
to legal punishment (a). While a crime is often also an injury to 
a private person, who has a remedy in a civil action, it is as an act 
or default contrary to the order, peace, and well-being of society 
that a crime is punishable by the State (b). A civil proceeding 
has for its object the recovery of money or other property, or the 


(o) 4 Bl. Com. 5 ; Stephen, History of the Criminal Law, Vol. I., 1 ; Mann v. 
Owen (1829), 9 B. & 0. 595, at n. 599. “ An illegal act which is a wrong against 
tile public welfare, seems to have the necessary elements of a crime” [Mogul 
Steamship Co. v. McGregor, Gow db Co. (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 598, 0. A., at p. 606, 
per Lord Esher, M.IL). 

(5) This is expressed Iw the common forms at the end of indictments 
agiunst the peace of our Lord the King,” or ** against the form of the statute 
in such case made and provided.” And see Parker v. Green (1862), 2 B. A S. 
299 ; Mdllor v. Denham (1880), 5 Q. B. D. 467 ; B. y. Sullivan (1874), 8 
I. K. 0. L, 404. 
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enforcement of a right for the advantage of the person suing, while 
a criminal proceeding has for its object the punishment of a public 
offence (c). 

500. Legal punishment is punishment awarded in a process 
which is instituted at the suit of the Crown ‘‘standing forward as 
prosecutor on behalf of the subject on public grounds ” (d) ; such 
process when instituted can only be stayed at the instance of the 
Attorney-General acting on behalf of the Crown, and such 
punishment when awarded can only be remitted by the Crown or 
Parliament. 

Legal punishment is of various kinds, and includes death, im- 
prisonment, detention, dogging, fine and confiscation of property ; 
it is sometimes attended with disqualification, loss of civil status 
and political rights (e). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Criminal Intention, 

501 A person cannot be guilty of a crime unless be has com- 
mitted an overt act, t.e., an act capable of being observed by some- 
one else, or has made default in doing some such act (/), and unless 
a wrongful intention or some other blameworthy condition of the 


(c) V. Radloff (1854), 10 Exch. 84, •per Platt, B., at p. 101. See also 
It$ Douglas (1842), 3 Q. B 825. If a statute prohibits or commands an act 
of commission or omission of public importance, disobedience to the statute is 
criminal and punishable by indictment, unless such proceeding manifestly 
appears to be excluded by the statute (2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 25, s. 4 ; [As regards 
the references to Hawkins’s Pleas of the Crown, it may be noted that the 
editions chiefly used are those by Leach (1795), and Ourwood (1824). There is 
some difference of opinion as to the merits of these editions, but after con- 
sideration the editora have given the preference to the latter, which is the 
edition used in many of the courts and in most of the principal law libraries. 
In some cases reference has been made to the first (1716) folio edition]; R, 
V. Hall, [1891] 1 Q. B. 747). An act or default may be forbidden by statute 
in such a way that the person guilty may be liable to a pecuniary penalty, 
which is recoverable as a debt ^ civil process by a private person, or in some 
cases only by an officer of the (Jrown; such an act or default is an offence 
against the statute, but is not a crime (see Akheson v. Everitt (1776), 1 Oowp, 
382; Ex park Beeching (1825), 4 B. & 0. 136; A.-O, v. Bidden (1830), 1 Or. & J. 
220 ; v. Radhff (1854), 1 0 Exch. 84 ; Parker v. Orem (1862), 2 B. & S. 

R, V. Hawkhuret {Parish) (1862), 26 J. P. 772 ; A,-G. v. Bradlaug (1885), 14 
Q. B. D. 667, 0. A. ; R, y. Tyler, [1891] 2 Q. B. 588, 0, A., per Bowen, L. J., 
at p. 594). The words ** penalty^’ and offence” are sometimes used of a 
criminal act (see R, v. Paget (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 151), sometimes of an act which is 
not criminal (A.-G. v. RcicUoff, supra). The same act or default may giye rise 
to a civil and to a crimiDal proceeding, e.g., assault and battery, wounding, 
larceny, libel. See title Action, VoL I., pp. 27 — 29, as to civil actions in 
respect of felonious torts. 

(d) Burdett v. Abbot ^1811), 14 East, 154, at p. 162, per Baylet, J. Any 
private person, in the absence of statutory provision to the contrary, can com- 
mence a criminal prosecution, but the prosecution is always at the suit of the 
Crown. Hence it is that criminal proceedings were called pleas of Oro'wn. 

fe) See p. 409, post. 

(/) In some kinds of treason U.g., compassing the death of the Sovereign) the 
intention constitutes the crime, but the law requires that the intention should 
be manifested 1^ some overt act {R. y. Thistlewood (1820), 33 State IV. 662 ; see 
p. 451, post). la coi^iracy, the agreement of two or more persons to do an 
imlawful act is criminal, as the agreement can only be arrived at by consulta- 
tion, which is an overt act ; if two or more persons so agree, the very plot is an 
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Sect. 1. mind (mens rea) can be imputed to him in respect of such act or 
The Nature default (gf). 

of Crime In A blameworthy condition of the mind will not be imputed to a 
G enera l, person who does an overt act, unless the act is voluntary ; in many 
cases the act will not be criminal unless it is also deliberately 
intended (h). 

Mens rea, or a blameworthy condition of the mind, may consist of 
a traitorous or malicious or fraudulent intent or of guilty know- 
ledge or negligence (i) ; or, if an act is morally wrong and is also 
forWdden by law (j), mens rea may consist of the mere intent to do 
the act. But mens rea may also consist simply of an intent to do 
an act which is forbidden by law, or to omit to do an act when the 
omission is an offence (/c). 

Retpond- 502. Where a particular intent or state of mind is of the essence 
buityof of an offence, the person committing the act is not criminally 
Ssu of responsible, if he had no mens rea and the act was ordered or pro- 

lerrftnti. cured by another person ; but the person who ordered or procured 

the act is criminally responsible (Z). 

In general a person is not criminally liable for an act or omission 
unless he has himself committed or omitted the act or authorised 
or known of or shut his eyes to the commission or omission (m). 

act of itself and is criminal [Mulcahy v. 7?. (1868), L. R. 3 H. L. 306; R. v. 
AspinaU (1876), 2 Q. B. D. 48, 0. A,, per Brett, J., at p. 68). * 

(g) Actus non facit reum, nisi mens sit rea; see Stephen, History of the Criminal 
Law, Yol. II., 94. As to cases where mens rea need not be proved, see 
infra. 

{h) 4 Bl. Com. 20. A voluntary act or omission is one which is willed. 
An involuntary act or omission is one which is not willed, e.g., an act done by 
a person in a state of unconsciousness, as in sleep, or by a person of sucn 
tender years or in such a state of idiocy or insanity tnat he has, or is deemed to 
have, no mind and therefore no will (see p. 241, post), or by a person who is 
constrained by overwhelming force to act in a particxilar way (see p. 243, post). 
For the purposes of criminw law, an act or omission is voluntary if it might 
have been avoided by the exercise of reasonable care ; thus a negligent act or 
omission is willed, because the person responsible does not will to prevent the 
commission or omission. An accidental act or omission is involuntary, and 
therefore not criminal, if it could not have been avoided by the exercise of 
reasonable care (see p. 238, post). An act is intended when it is willed and 
when the ordinary consequences of the act are contemplated and desired (see 
Austin’s Jurisprudence, Yol. I., P. 441 ; Stephen, History of the Criminal Law, 
Yol. I., 99). As to the effect of drink on the will, see p. 242, post. 

(f) ChisnoJm v. Boulton (1889), 22 Q. B, D. 736, 

(j) R, V, Prince (1876), L. R. 2 0. 0. R. 154 ; R, v. Tdson (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 
168, 0. A. If the act is morally wrong, it is no defence in such a case that the 
accused did not know that the act was forbidden by law {R, v. Prince, supra). 

(Jk) See R. V. Ris/i(w (1880), 6 a B. D. 269, 0. 0. R. ; Bank of Netv Smith IVoIes 
v. Piper^ [1897] A. 0. 383, P, 0., at p. 389. In such case an intent to break 
the law IS imputed, as a person cannot set up ignorance of law as an excuse (see 
p. 236, poet), 

(0 R, V. Giles (1827), 1 Mood. C. C. 166 ; R, v. Michael (1840h 9 0. & P. 356 ; 
R, V. Williams (1842), Oar. & M. 259 ; R, v. Manley (1844), 1 Cox, C. C. 104 ; 
R, V. Bull (1845), 1 Cox, 0. C. 281 ; R. v, Clifford (l845), 2 Car. & Kir. 202 ; R. 
V. Bleasdale (1848), 2 Car. & Kir. "65, per Erle, J., at p. 768; R. v. Butcher 
(1868), Bell, 0. 0. 6 J see Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Yict. c. 28), 
i. 19 (8). 

(m) See R, v. Pearson (No. 2) (1908), 72 J. P. 461 j R. v. Key (1909), 62 
8pl. 781, 
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The condition of mind of a servant or agent is not imputed to the 
master or principal so as to make him criminally liable (a). A 
master is not criminally liable merely because his servant or agent 
commits a negligent (b) or malicious (c) or fraudulent act. But 
in cases vrhere a particular intent or state of mind is not of the 
essence of the offence, the acts or defaults of a servant or agent 
in the ordinary course of his employment may make the master or 
principal criminally liable, although he was not aware of such acts 
or defaults, and even where they were against his orders (rf). 

503. A corporation aggregate can only act through its servants 
or agents, and it is only through the acts and defaults of such 
persons that it can be made criminally liable. A corporation aggre- 
gate may be made liable in its corporate capacity for a crime for 
the punishment of which a fine mav be awarded, if the corpora- 
tion fails to perform a duty imposed by common law, charter, or 


(a) R, V. Holbrook (1877), 3 Q. B. D. 60, at p. 63; (1878) 4 Q. B. D. 42, 
at p. 47 ; see Newman v. Jones (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 132. 

(h) R. V. Allen (1835), 7 C. & P. 153; R v. Bennett (1858), Bell, C. C. 1 ; 
Dickenson v. Fleidier (1873), L. R. 9 0. P. 1 ; Chisholm v. Donlton (1889), 
22 Q. B. D. 736. 

(c) R, V. Huggins (1730), 2 Ld. Raym. 1574. A master is not responsible 

criminally for his servant's libel, if he can prove that the publication was with- 
out his authority and did not proceed from want of due care or caution on his 
part (Libel Act, 1843 (6 7 Viet. c. 96), s. 7, and see A. v. Holbrook (1877), 

3 Q. B. D. 60 ; (1878) 4 Q. B. D. 42. 

(d) R, V. Stej^ens (1866), L. R. 1 Q. B. 702 ; see A.-G. v. Siddon (1830), 1 
Cr. & J. 220; R. v. Medley (1834), 6 0. & P. 292 ; Barnes v. Akrovd (1872), 
L. R. 7 Q. B. 474 ; but see Chisholm v. Boulton, eupra. Under the Sale of Food 
and Drugs Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. o. 63), the acts of the servant unknown 
to the master may make the master criminally liable (see Farley v. Higginbotham 
(1898), 42 Sol. Jo. 309 (refusal to sell to a police officer) ; Morris v. Corbett 

56 J. B. 649 ; Brown v. Foot (1892), 61 L. J. (m. c.) 110 (sale of milk from 
which crei4m had been extracted) ; out see Kearley v. Tonge (1891), 60 L. J. 
(m. c.) 159, widch, however, is probably not law. See title Food and Drugs. 
For other instances of a master or principal being criminally liable for the acts 
of his servant or agen^ see Davies v, Harvey (1874), L. R. 9 Q. B. 433 (supply 
of goods to be used lor paroctiial relief) ; Mailtns v. Collins (1874), L. R. 9 Q. B, 
292 (supplying liquor to constaole on (luty) ; Redyatey, Haynes (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 
89 ; Bond v. Evans (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 249 (suffering gaming), but see Somerset 
V. HaH (1884), 12 0. B. D. 360 ; Roberts v. Woodward (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 412 
(weights and measures) ; Cvllman v. Mills, [1897] 1 Q. B. 396 (bye-law) ; 
Bosley v. Davies (1875), 1 Q. B. D. 84 (suffering gaming) ; Commissioners of 
Police V. Cartman, [1896] 1 Q. B. 655 (^le of intoxicating liquor to drunken 
person). See also title Master and Servant. In a prosecution under the 
Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 28), s. 2 (2), for selling goods 
to which a false trade description is applied, the master is criminally liable 
for the acts of his servant actmg within the general scope of his employment, 
but contrary to his orders, umess he can show that he has actea in good 
faith and has done all that it was reasonably possible to do to prevent the com- 
mission of the offence by his servants (Coppen v. Moore (No. 2), [1898] 2 Q. B. 
306) ; the onus of proof is on the master, and, if he can show that he nas acted 
innooently, he is not criminally liable {Christie, Manson and Woods v. Cooper, 
[1900] 2 Q. B. 522). A license person cannot be convicted under the Intoxi- 
cating Liquors (Sale to Children) Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 27), s. 2, of “ knowingly 
allowing a person to sell” intoxicating liquor to a child under fourteen in a 
vessel not prox>erly corked or sealed, if the liquor is sold by a servant without 
the knowledge of the master and against his egress orders and the master was 
himself in charge of the premises at the time (Emary v. Nolloth, [1903] 2 K. B. 
264) ; see also title Into^UOATINO LiauoRfl. 
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statute or commits bj its servants or agents, acting in the couse 
of their employment, an offence which does not involve criminal 
intent (e), 

504. In all the graver class of crimes a particular intent or state 
of mind is a necessary ingredient of the offence^ and must be 
averred in the indictment and proved by the prosecution (/). 

When an act which is of itself indifferent becomes criminal if 
done with a particular intent, the intent must be proved (gi). But 
when the act is unequivocal, the proof that it was done may of 
itself be evidence of the intention which the nature of the act 
conveys Qi). In such case there is a presumption of law that the 
person accused intended the probable consequences of his act(i), 

606. When the existence of a particular intent or state of mind is a 
necessary ingredient of the offence, and 'primd facie proof of the 
existence of such intent or state of mind has been given by the 
prosecution, the defendant may excuse himself by disproving the 
existence in him of any guilty intent or state of mind, e.g., by 
showing that he was justified in doing the act with which he is 
charged (A;), or that he did it accidentally, or in ignorance (a), or that 
he had an honest and reasonable belief in the existence of facts 
which, if they had really existed, would have made the act both 
legally and morally innocent (5). 


(c) See title Ooepobations, VoL VIIL,!). 390. There is a special proceeding 
against corporations which was originally criminal, namely, an information by ywo 
warranto against a corporation for negligence or abuse of its franchises ; but 
this has now for long been regarded as a civil proceeding (see 1 Bl. Com. 473, 
Zihid, 263, 4 ibid. 307; Judicature Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 61), s. 15); 
and see A.-G. v. London Corporation (1683), 8 State Tr. 1039, and titie Oeown 
Praotiob. 

(/) See p. 341, Sometimes a statute which constitutes an offence, while 
not expressly making a particular intent or state of mind a necessary ingredient 
of the offence, does so by implication (R, v. Cohen (1858), 8 Oox, 0. 0. 41 ; 
Heame v. Oarton (1859), 28 L. J. (m. 0.) 216; It, v. Sleep (1861), 8 Oox, 0. 0. 
472 ; Core v. James (1871), L. E. 7 Q. B. 135 ; in such a case the intent or state 
of mind must be aflSrmatively proved by the prosecution iNichoU v. HaU (1873), 

L. E. 8 0. P, 322; Small v. TT^arr (1882), 47 J. P. 20; Sherraa v. De Eutzen^ 
[1895} 1 Q. B. 918 ; Derbyshire^, Houlistonj [1897] 1 Q. B. 772) ; see also R, v. 
Stoddart (1909), 25 T. L. E. 612, 0. 0. A. 

( 7 ) Wood/aU's Case (1770), 20 State Tr. 895, at p. 919,^ Lord Mansfield, 
C.J. ; R, V. Philipps (1805), 6 East, 464. 

{h) R, V. Farnborough, [1895] 2 Q. B. 484, 0. 0. E. ; R, v. Lynch (1903), per 
Lord Alvbestonb, O.J., Official Eeport, 151. Thus, if a person utters a forged 
bill knowing that it is forged, and meaning that the bill should be taken as a 
genaine bill, the inevitable conclusion is that he intended to defraud {R, y. Hill 
(1838), 8 0. & P, 274 ; R, v. Cooke (1838), ibid, 582). 

(t) It is a ** univer^ principle that when a man is charged with doing an act 
of which the probable consequence may be highly injurious, the intention is an 
inference of law resulting from doing the act,” see R, v. Dixon (1814), 3 

M. & S. 11, per Lord Ellenboeouoh, O.J., at p. 15 ; R, v. Bicklin (1868), 
L. E. 3 Q. B. 360, at p. 375 ; Miles v. Hutchings^ [1903] 2KB .714 ; and 
compare R. v. Meade^ [1909] 1 K B. 895. 

{k) £,g,t by acting in aelf-defenoe or in the exercise of some legal duty 01 
ri^t; see p. 608, post. 

See p. 238, post, 

R Y. Tolson (1889), 23 a B. D. 168, 0. 0. E. ; R, y. Prince (1875), L. B, 
C. E. 154 ; Aherdars Local Board y. Hammat (1875), L. B. 10 Q. E 
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606 . There are certain offences in the prosecution of which proof 
of a particular intent or state of mind is not incumbent on the 

E rosecution (c). ^ In some of these cases the defendant may excuse 
imsell by proving that his intent or state of mind was innocent {d). 
But in others, no such excuse is available (e). 

The prosecution may prove, but are not bound to prove, the 
motive for a crime, and, even in cases where innocence of intention 
is a defence, innocence of motive is no defence (J ). An act which 
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162; see Batik of New South Wcdee v. Fiper^ [1897] A. C. 383, P. C., at p. 389, 
and infra. Under the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Viet, 
c. 69), ea 6, 6, 7, the delenoe of reasonable cause of belief is available in 
oertam oases when the act is not morally innocent (see pp. 616, 617, 623, poet), 
(c) indictable nuisances (see R, v. Stephens (1866;, L. E. 1 Q. B. 702). 
In the case of a sale by a keeper of licensed premises of intoxicating liquor to 
a dnmken person, proof of knowled^ W the accused of the condition of the 
person is not necessary {Candy v. Le (Joey (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 207) ; where 

n sssion of unsound meat for the purpose of sale and intended for human 
is shown, proof of knowledge by the accused of the condition of the 
meat is unnecessary {BUtk/r v. Tilletone^ [1894] 1 Q. B. 345, and see title 
Food and Dbuos) ; m a prosecution for an assault on a constable in the 
execution of his duty, proof of knowledge of the accused that the constable was 
BO acting is unnecessary (.ff. v. Forhee (1866), 10 Cok, 0. 0. 362 ; R, v. Maxwell 
(1909), 73 J. P. 176). 

{d) In prosecutions for some of the offences under the Debtors Act, 1869 
(32 & 33 Viet c. 62), s. 11, the onus of proving the absence of fraudulent 
intention is express^ cast on the defonaant (see title Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency, Vol. IL, p. 354), So, in a prosecution under the Meichandise 
Marks Act 1887 (60 & 61 Vict. c. 28), s. 2 (2) {Chrietie^ Manson and iroode 
V. Cooper ^ [1900] 2 Q. B. 622 ; and see p. 668, pwt), 

(e) Under this head faU many indictable nuisances, the procedure in which 
is only in form criminal (see R, v. Stephens (1866), L. B. 1 Q. B. 702). A 
prosecution fer trespass in pursuit of game is also criminal in form, but has for 
its object the security of a civil right ; in such a prosecution bond fide belief by 
the defendant that he was not a trespasser is no defence (Motden v. Porter 

7 0. B. (N. 8.) 641 ; Watkins v. Major (1876), L. B. 10 0. P. 662). 

are a number of cases analogous to pubhc nuisances, where an act is 
peremptorily forbidden and innocence of intention or mistaken belief is no defence 
[R. V. Bishop (1880), 5 Q. B. D. 269, 0. 0. BJ* In prosecutions under the Sale 

of Food and Dru^ Act, 1876 (38 & 89 Vict, o. 63), a person who sells an 

adulterated or “ altered ” article of food may be convicted, although he does not 
know of the adulteration or alteration {Betts v. Armstead (1888), 20 Q. B, D. 
771 ; Pain v. Boughtwood (1890), 24 Q. B, D. 363; Dyke v. Oower^ [1892] 1 
Q. B. 220 ; Morris v. Corbett (1892), 66 J. P. 649; Brown v. Foot (1892), 61 L. J. 
(m. c.) 110; Parker y. Alder ^ [1899] 1 Q. B. 20). In a prosecution under s. 2 
of the Intoxicating Liquors (^e to Children) Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 27), which 
makes it an offence for a hoensed person to sell intoxicating liquor to a child 
under fourteen except in a vessel properly corked or sealed, bond fide belief on 
the part of the licensed person that the vessel in which the liquor was sold was 
properly oork^ and sealed is no defence {Brooks v. Mason^ [1^2] 2 K. B. 743). 
DO mere possession of a prohibited article may be criminal without knowledge 
(see R, V. Marsh (1824), 2 B. & 0. 717 (possession of game by carrier); B. v. 
Woodrow (1846), 16 M. & W. 404 (possession of adulterated tobacco by dealer) ). 
Most of tnese cases where ignorance or innocence of intention is no defence 
are cases punishable by fines, imd many of them are only puniihable on 
summary conviction before magistrates. 

{f) Intention is an operation of the will directing an overt act ; motive is the 
leelmg which prompts the operation of the will, the ulterior object of the 
person willing; €.y., if a pepon kills another, the intention directs the act which 
causes death, the motive is the object whum the person had in view, e.y., the 
satisfaction of some desire, such as revenge etc. (see Stephen, History of the 
Ckiminal Law, VoL IL, 110). 
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rtatute or commits by its servants or agents, acting in the oouse 
of their employment, an offence which does not involve criminal 
intent («)» 

504. In all the graver class of crimes a particular intent or state 
of mind is a necessary ingredient of the offence, and must be 
averred in the indictment and proved by the prosecution (/)• 

When an act which is of itself indifferent becomes criminal if 
done with a particular intent, the intent must be proved But 
when the act is unequivocal, the proof that it was done may of 
itself be evidence of the intention which the nature of the act 
conveys (/?). In such case there is a presumption of law that the 
person accused intended the probable consequences of his act(i), 

506. When the existence of a particular intent or state of mind is a 
necessary ingredient of the offence, and primd facie proof of the 
existence of such intent or state of mind has been given by the 
prosecution, the defendant may excuse himself by disproving the 
existence in him of any guilty intent or state of mind, e.g,, by 
showing that he was justified in doing the act with which he is 
charged (/c), or that he did it accidentally, or in ignorance (a), or that 
he had an honest and reasonable belief in the existence of facts 
which, if they had really existed, would have made the act both 
legally and morally innocent (6). 


(c) See title Oorporations, YoL YJLIL, 390. There is a special proceeding 
against corporations which was originally criminal, namely, an information by j^o 
warranto against a corporation for negligence or abuse of its franchises ; but 
this has now for long been regarded as a civil proceeding (see 1 Bl. Com. 473, 
Zihid, 263, 4 ihid, 307; Judicature Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viot. c. 61), s, 16); 
and see A,-Q, v. London Corporation (1683), 8 State Tr. 1039, and title Crown 
PRAOTIOE. 

(/) See p. Silypost, Sometimes a statute which constitutes an offence, while 
not expressly malting a particular intent or state of mind a necessary ingredient 
of the offence, does so by implication (R, v. Cohen (1858), 8 Cox, C. C. 41 ; 
Heame v. Garton (1869), 28 L. J. (m. o.) 216; R, v. Sleep (1861), 8 Cox, C. C. 
472 ; Core v. James (1871), L. B. 7 Q, B. 136 ; in such a case the intent or state 
of mind must be affirmatively proved by the prosecution {Nichols v. Hall (1873), 

L. B, 8 C. P. 322 ; Small v. Trarr (1882), 47 J. P. 20 ; Sherras v. De 
[1895] 1 Q. B, 918 ; Derhi/shirey, HoulistoUf [1897] 1 Q. B. 772) ; see also B, v. 
Stoddart (1909), 25 T. L. k 612, C. C. A. 

(a) Woodfalts Case (1770), 20 State Tr, 895, at p. 919, per Lord Mansfield, 
C.J. ; R, V. Philipps (1805), 6 East, 464. 

{h) R. v. Famhoroughf [1895] 2 Q. B, 484, C. C. B. ; R, v. Lynch (1903), per 
Lord Alvbrstonb, C.J,, Official Beport, 161. Thus, if a person utters a forged 
bill knowing that it is forged, and meaning that the bill should ho taken as a 
genuine bill, the inevitable conclusion is that he intended to defraud {R, v. Hill 
(1838), 8 C. & P. 274; R. v. Cooke (1838), ibid. 682). 

(») It is a ** univer^ principle that when a man is charged with doing an act 
of which the probable consequence may be highly injurious, the intendon is an 
inference of law resulting from doing the act,*’ see R. v, Dixon (1814), 3 

M. d; S. 11, per Lord Ellenborotoh, C.J., at p. 16 ; R. v. Eicklin (1868), 
L. R. 8 a B. 360, at p. 376 ; Milee v. Hutchings, [1903] 2 K B .714; and 
compare B. v. Meade, [1909] 1 £1. B. 896. 

(A) M.g., by acting in self-defenoe or in the exercise of some legal duty or 
ri^t; see p. 608, poet. 

See p. 238, posf. 

B. V. Tcieon (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 168, 0. 0. B. ; R. v. Prince (^1876), L. B* 
0. B. 164 ; Aherdare Local Board v. Hammdi (1876), L. B. 10 Q. B. 
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506 . There are certain offences in &e prosecution of which proof 
of a particular intent or state of mind is not incumbent on the 
prosecution <c). In some of these eases the defendant may excuse 
himself by proving that his intent or state of mind was innocent {d). 
But in others, no such excuse is available (e). 

The prosecution may prove, but are not bound to prove, the 
motive for a crime, and, even in cases where innocence of intention 
is a defence, innocence of motive is no defence (/). An act which 


162 ; see Bank of New South Wales v« Pip«r, [1897] A. C. 383» P. C., at p. 389, 
and infra. Under the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet 
c. 69), 68. 5, 6, 7, the defence of reasonable cause of belief is available in 
oertom cases when the act is not morally innocent (see pp. 616, 617, 623, post), 

(c) E,g,f indictable nuisances (see It, y, Stephens (1866), L. E. 1 Q. B. 702). 
In the case of a sale by a keeper of licensed premises of intoxicating liquor to 
a drunken person, prooi of knowled^ hy the accused of tlie condition of the 
person is not necessary (Gundy y, Le Cocq (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 207) ; where 
possession of unsound meat for the purpose of sale and intended for human 
food is shown, proof of knowledge by the accused of the condition of the 
meat is imnecessary (Blaher y, TiUstone, [1894] 1 Q. B. 345, and see title 
Food and Dbuos) ; in a prosecution for an assault on a constable in the 
execution of his duty, proof of knowledge of the accused that the constable was 
so acting is unnecessary (E. v. Forhes (1865), 10 Cok, 0. 0. 362 ; B, y. Maxwell 
(1909), 73 J. R 176). 

(d) In prosecutions for some of the offences under the Debtors Act, 1869 
(32 & 33 Viet c. 62), s. 11, the onus of proving the absence of fraudulent 
intention is expressly cast on the defendant (see title Bi\NKRUPTCY and 
Insolvency, VoL U., p. 354). So, in a prosecution under tho Mercliandise 
Marks Act 1887 (50 & 51 Vict. c. 28), s. 2 (2) (Christie^ Manson and Woods 
V. Cooper i [1900] 2 Q. B. 522 ; and see p. 568, post), 

(«) tinder this head fall many indictable nuisances, the procedure in which 
is only in form crimind (see R, v. Stephens (1866), L. E. 1 Q. B. 702). A 
prosecution for trespass in pursuit of game is also criminal in form, but has for 
its object the security of a civil right ; in such a prosecution bond fide belief by 
the defendant that he was not a trespasser is no defence (Motden v. Porter 
fl860), 7 0. B. (N. 8.) 641 ; WaJtkins y. Major (1875), L. E. 10 0. R 662). 
There are a number of cases analogous to public nuisances, where an act is 
peremptorily forbidden and innocence of intention or mistaken belief is no defence 
(E. V. Bishop (1880), 5 Q. B. D. 259, 0. 0. EO- Di prosecutions under the Salo 
of Pood and Dru^ Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 63), a person who sells an 
adulterated or altered ’* article of food may be convicted, although he does not 
know of the adulteration or alteration (Betts v. Armstead (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 
771; Pain y, Boughtwood (1890), 24 Q. B, D, 353; Dyke v. Oower^ [1892] 1 
Q, B. 220 ; Morris v. Corbett (1892), 56 J. R 649 ; Brown y. Foot (1892), 61 L. J. 
(m. c.) 110; Parker y, Alder ^ [1899] 1 Q. B. 20). In a prosecution under s. 2 
of the Intoxicating Liquors (Me to Children) Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 27), which 
makes it an offence for a licensed person to sell intoxicating liquor to a child 
under fourteen except in a vessel properly corked or sealed, bond fide belief on 
the part of the licensed person that the vessel in which the liquor was sold was 
properly corked and sealed is no defence (Brooks y. Mason, [1^2] 2 K. B. 743). 
^ mere possession of a prohibited article may be criminal without knowledge 
(see It, V. Marsh (1824), 2 B. & C. 717 (possession of game by carrier) ; B, y. 
Woodrow (1846), 15 M. & W. 404 (possession of adulterated tobacco by dealer) ). 
Most of tnese cases where ignorance or innocence of intention is no defence 
are cases punishable by fines, and many of them are only punishable on 
summary conviction before magistrates. 

(/) Intention is an operation of the wiE directing an overt act; motive is the 
feeling which prompts the operation of the will, the ulterior object of the 
person willing; e.y., if a pe^n kills another, the intention directs the act which 
cat^ death, the motive is the object which the person had in view, e,g,, the 
satisfaction of some desire, such as revenge etc. (see Stephen, History of the 
Oriminal Law, Vol IL, 110). 
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is unlawful cannot in law be excused on the ground that it was 
committed from a good motive (g). 

Sub-Sbot, 3. Grounds of Defence and Exemptions from Criminal Liability. 

607. Bond fide mistake or ignorance as to matters of fact may 
be available as a defence (h). Ignorance of law cannot be set up as 
a defence even by a foreigner (i), although it may be a ground for 
the mitigation of sentence (A;). 

A continuous act or proceeding, not originally unlawful, com- 
menced before the passing of a statute which prohibits it, cannot be 
treated as unlawful by reason of the passing of the statute, until a 
reasonable time has been allowed for the discontinuance of the act 
or proceeding; and in considering what is a reasonable time for 
such discontinuance the question whether a person is or is not 
ignorant of the passing of the statute or whether his ignorance is in 
the circumstances excusable may be taken into account (Z). 

In cases where a particular intent or state of mind is of the 
essence of an offence, a mistaken but bond fide belief by a defendant 
that he had a right to do a particular act may be a complete defence 
as showing that he had no criminal intent (m). 

608. The defence of accident or ‘‘ inadvertence without culpa- 
bility ” is available in all those cases in which a particular intent or 
state of mind is of the essence of the offence. A person who is 
accused of such an offence may excuse himself by showing that, 
although he did the act or made the omission which is the subject 


(g) Thus, to a oliarge of publishing an obscene libel, if the publication is in 
fact obscene, it is no defence that the defendant had a good motive, e.g.^ to 
expose the evils of the confessional (JS. v. Hicklin (1868), L. R. 3 Q. B. 360 ; 
Stede V. Brannan (1872), L. R. 7 0. P. 261). In a prosecution for an indecent 
assault or abduction it is no defence that the defendant's motives were pure, 
e.<7., to draw the attention of the public to the prevalence of alleged evils {R, v. 
Jarrett, Times^ 9th November, 1885, p. 3, 11th November, 1885, p. 3 ; 0. 0. 0. 
Sessions Papers, October, 1886), and see p. 622, post. If a person removes a corpse 
from a grave without lawful authority, it is no defence to such a person that he 
acted from pious and laudable motives [R, v. Sharpe (^1857), Dears. & B. 160). 
And if a duty is imposed by law and the breach of the duty is made punishable, 
a defendant who is charged with the breach cannot set up as a defence that he 
has a ** conscientious objection ” to perform the duty which was imposed (R, v. 
Downes (^1876), 1 Q. B. D. 26, 0. 0. R. ; R. v. Senior ^ [1899] 1 Q. B. 283, 0. 0. R) ; 
but see the Vaccination Act, 189S (61 & 62 Viet. c. 49), and title Public Health. 

a l Hale, P. 0. 42; 4 Bl. CJom. 27 ; Levels Case (1639), Oro. Oar. 538 ; R. v. 
(1909), 26 T. L. R 401. 

(i) A. V. Esop (1836), 7 0. & P. 466; Barronefs Case (1852), 1 E. A B. 1. As 
to alien enemies, see p. 273, post, 

(k) R, V. Orawshaw (1860), Bell, 0. 0. 303, 

(Z) Bums V. Nowdl (1880), 5 Q. B. D. 444, 0. A., per Baqqallat, L.J., at 
n, 464 ; see Bailey's Case (1800), Russ. & Ry. 1. 

(m) 2 East, P. 0. 669 ; R. v. Hall (1828), 2 Russell on Crimes, 216 ; 3 0. &P. 
409 ; R. V. Knight (1781), 2 East, P. 0. 610; R. v. Twose (1879), 14 Cox, 0. 0. 
827 ; R. V. Rutter (1908), 26 T. L. R 73, 0. C. A. See the Malicious Damage 
Act, 1861 (24 A 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 62, wbibh makes it an offence vrilfully and 
maliciously to commit any d^age etc. u]^n any real or personal pro^rty, 
but excepts aU oases where a person acts under a fair and reasonable supposition 
that be md a right to do the act complained of. See Watkins v. Major (1876), 
L. IL 10 C. P &2* & 62 only relates to summary proceedings. 
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of the charge, he did it while he was acting lawfully and through 
inadvertence and without culpable negligence (n). 

609 . In some cases where the criminal act chars^ed consists of 
trespass to the person or to property, the consent of the person 
injured is a complete defence. Thus, to constitute an assault an 
act must be against the consent of the person to whom it is done (a), 
and to constitute larceny property must be taken invito domino {b). 

Consent is no defence where it has been obtained by fraud or 
threats or violence (c). In the case of children and others of 
defective intellect, submission to an unlawful act in igiiv^rance of its 
nature does not amount to consent (^/). As regards some crimes 
there is express statutory provision that the consent of children 
under a certain age is not to be available as a defence (e). 

There are many other crimes as to which the consent of the 
person injured is no defence. Thus, it is not in the power of any- 
one to give a consent, effectual to bar a criminal prosecution, to an 
act which amounts to or has a direct tendency to create a breach of 
the peace (/), or to an act which amounts to mayhem (g) or to 
murder (A). 

Sect. 2. — Criminal Capacity, 

Sxtb-Seot. 1. — Infancy, 

510 . Criminal liability cannot be imputed to an infant under 
the age of seven years. There is an irrebuttable presumption of 
law that a child under that age is incapable of committing a 
crime (i). 

If an infant between the age of seven and fourteen years 
commits an act which in the case of a person over fourteen years 
of age would amount to a felony or to some other offence of which 
animits malm is an essential ingredient, there is a presumption of 
law that the infant had not sufficient capacity to know that what 
he did was wrong; but this presumption may be rebutted by 
evidence, and on such evidence being given the infant may be 
criminally liable. Knowledge that he was doing what was wrong 
cannot be presumed from the mere commission of the act, but may 

(?j) 1 Hale, P. 0. 38; 4 Bl. Com. 26; Battiny v. Bristol and Exeter Rail, 
Co, (1861), 3 L. T. 665; R, v. Noakes (I860), 4 F. & F. 920 ; 11, v. Finney 
(1874), 12 Oox, C. 0. 025. 

(a) R, V. Quthric (1870), L. R 1 0. 0. R 241, per Bovill, 0,J., at p. 243 ; 
R. V. Coney (1882), 8 Q. B. D. 534, 0. 0. R, per Hawkins, J., at p. 553 ; R, v. 
Lock (1872), L. R 2 0. 0. B. 10, per Brett, J., at p. 13. 

(5) See M^Daniela Case (1765), 19 State Tr. 746. As to cases where the 
taking possession was not against the will of the owner, but the prisoner hod 
from the beginning an intent to steal, see p. 630, post, 

(c) See pp. 606, 612, post, 

(d) R, V. Lock (1872), L. R 2 0. 0. E. 10; R. v. Barratt (1873), L. R. 2 
0. 0. R 81. 

(e) See pp. 616—619, post, 

(/) R, y, C(/ney, supra, 

Ig) See p. 607, post, 

(//) If two persons agree to commit suicide together, and one accordingly kills 
himself but the other recovers, the survivor is guilty of murder (see p. 573, oosf). 

(t) 1 Hale, P. 0. 27 ; 4 Bl. Com. 23 ; Marsh v. Loader (1863), 14 0. B. (N. S.) 
535. See Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), s. 16 
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be proved by the cirouniBtances attending the act and the manner 
in which it was done (k). . , 

There is, however, an irrebuttable presumption that a boy under 
the age of fourteen years is incapable of having _ carnal know- 
ledge (0; he therefore cannot be convicted of committing rape(m); 
nor can he be convicted of the felony of having unlawful carnal 
knowledge of a girl under the age of thirteen, nor can he be con- 
victed of the attempt to commit either of thew crimes (n). Evidence 
cannot be given that a boy under fourteen is physically capable ol 
committing either of these crimes (o). 

611. All persons over the age of fourteen years are presumed 
to possess a sufficient degree of reason to be responsible for crimes, 
unless the contrary is proved (p). Therefore, an infant over that 
age is in most respects, as regards criminal liability, in the same 
position as a person of full age (q), except when a crime is such 
that it can only be committed by a person of full age(r). He may 
be guilty of larceny as a bailee, although he cannot enter into a 
contract of bailment (s). 




{k) by evidence of design, concealment, exceptional ferocity (1 Hale, 
P. 0. 26, 26 ; Fitzherbert, Grand Abridgment, tit. Corone, 67 ; J?. v. York 
(1748), Fost. 70 ; It. v. Owen (1830), 4 0. & P. 236 ; It. v. Wild (1835), 1 Mood. 
0. 0. 452; R v. Smith (1845), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 260; It. v. Vamplew (1862), 3 
F. & F. 520; E. v, Kershaw (1902), 18 T. L. R. 357). 

'1) Compare the rule that no male under the age of fourteen can contract a 
id marriage. See title Husband and Wipe. 

(m) E. v. Choombridge (1836), 7 0. & P. 582. But he can be found guilty of 
being a principal in the second de^ee, when he assists a person over tne age of 
fourteen to commit a rape {E. v. Kiderehaw (1828), 3 0. & P, 396, per Vaughan, 
B). As to rape, see p. 611, post, and as to unnatural offences, see p. 540, post. 

(w) E. V. Waite, [1892] 2 Q. B. 600, C. C. E. ; v. Williams, [1893] 1 Q. B. 
320, 0. 0. E. But if he is charged with conunitting a rape, he may 1^ found 
guilty of .a common or indecent assault {E. v. Brimilow (1839), 9 0. & P. 
366 ; Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69), s. 9) ; and if he 
is charged with the felony of having unlawful carnal knowledge of a giii under 
thirteen, he may be found guilty of an indecent assault (E. y. Williaim, supra). 
It is doubtful whether he can be found guilty of an assault with intent to 
commit a rape (see It. V. Eldershaw (1838), 3 C. & P. 396 ; E. y. Philips (1839), 
8 0. & P. 736 ; i2. y. Waite, supra ; E. y. Williams, supra), 

(o) Ej. y. Philips, supra ; R 'r. Jordan (1839), 9 0. &_P. 118. 


p) E, y. Oxford (1840), 9 C. & P. 525 ; M^NaghterCs Case (1843), 10 01. & Fin. 
200, H. L. 

(q) 1 Hale, P. C. 25. It is doubtful whether an infant can be indicted for a 
forcible entiy or for a misprision (1 Hale, P. 0. 21 ; 4 Bao. Abr., tit. Infancy 
H, 7th ed., 352). It seems that if a person is liable ratione tenuras to repair a 
highway, infancy is no defence to an indictment for non-repair, and that t^s 
applies eyen to imants under the age of fourteen {E. y. Sutton (1835), 3 Ad. & £1. 
597 ; 2 Co. Inst. 703, s. 5). The statement in 4 BL Com. 22 that ** the law of 
.England does in some cases priyilege an infant under the age of twenty-one as to 
oommon misdemeanours, so as to escape fine, imprisonment and the like, par- 
ticularly in oases of omissions in not repairing a bridge or a highway and other 
similcu: offences,” is not consistent with the passage in 1 Hale, P. C. 20, 21, 22, 
which Blackstone cites as an authority for his statement ; see y. Sutton, supra, 
at pp. 601—602. 


M E.g.y an infant cannot be adjudicated a bankrupt, except, perhaps, on a 
debt for necessaries (see title Bankeuptot, Yol. II., p. 11). iui infant cannot 
be oonvioted of criminal offences under the Debtors Act, 1869 (82 & 33 
Yiot 0 . 62), s. 12 (sea E. y. WUson (1879), 6 Q. B. D. 28, 0. 0. E.). 

(«) JR MeJhnald (1885), 15 a K D. 323, 0. 0* B* 
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512. Where it can be shown that a person at the time of his 
committing or omitting an aot» the commission or omission of 
which wodd otherwise be criminal, was labouring under such a 
defect of reason, from disease of the mind, as not to know the 
nature or quality of the act or omission, or as not to know that 
he was domg what was wrong, then such a person is not in law 
responsible for his act (a). 

The question whether a prisoner, at the time when he committed 
an act or made an omission, was or was not insane so as not to be 
responsible according to law for his actions is a question of fact 
which the jury must determine under the direction of the judge (6), 

If the person accused is proved to have bad, at the time of the 
act or omission charged, no mind at all, or to have been suffering 
from delirium, then the jury may properly conclude that he was 
not responsible in law for his actions (c). 

The defence of insanity may be set up, when the accused is only 
partially insane (d). If a person is only partially insane, and it is 
proved by evidence that he suffered from delusions, then he is for 
the purposes of criminal responsibility to be considered in the 
same situation as though the facts to which his delusions relate 
had really existed (e). 

If the facts which he supposes in his delusion to exist would justify 
the act or omission, if they had really existed, then he is to be excused ; 
if they would not, then he is responsible at law for his actions (e). 


(a) M*NaghterCs Case (1843), 10 01. & Fin. 200, H. L. ; R, v. Offord 
5 0. & P, 168 ; V, Goode (1837), 7 Ad. & El. 636 ; R, v. Oxford (1840), 9 0. & P. 
525 ; R» V, Higgineon (1843), 1 Car. & Kir. 129 ; R, v. Layton (1849), 4 Cox, 0. 0. 
149; R, V. Richards (1858), 1 F. & F. 87 ; R. v. Davies (1858), 1 F. & F. 69 ; 
R, V. Townley (1863), 3 F. & F. 839; R, v. Law (1862), 2 F. & F. 836 ; R* v. 
Vyse (1862), 3 F. & F. 247 ; R. v. Leigh (1866), 4 F. & F. 915 ; R, v. Dixon 
(mdi 11 Cox, 0. 0. 341 ; R, v. Southey (1865), 4 F. & F. 864 ; R, v. Fate (1850), 
8 St. Tr. (N. 8.) 1. 

(5) The question of insanity being one of fact, there was, before the passing 
of tne Oriminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), no legal authority on 
the subject other t^n the summings-up of the judges (see the cases collected in 
note (a), supra^ and the answers of the judges in M*Na^hten*s Case^ supra ) ; these 
answers were given to the House of Lords extra-judicial^, and their authority 
is doubtful (see Stephen, History of ^e Oriminal Law, VoL H., p. 163). One 
of these answers (me 5th) was criticised by Aldbrson, B., in R* V. Frances 
(1849), 4 Oox, C. 0. 57. An* appeal now lies to the Court of Oriminal Appeal 
on the ground of the insanity of the defendant^ see p. 436, post 
k) See R, v. Townley (1863), 3 F. & F, 839, per Martin, B., at p. 846. 

[d) Insanity may be either congenital and permanent {dementia naturaJis) — 
this is the state of idiots whose mental faculties have never grown-^or it may 
be the darkening of mental faculties which have reached a certc^ stage of 
OTOwth {dementia acddentalis) (1 BAle, F. 0. 29). This latter variety of the 
disease may be total or partial, permanent or occiuionaL In most cases of this 
kind the disease is partial or occasional, and it is in reference to these oases that 
difficulties arise in determining whether a person is responsible in law for his 
actions (Taylor, Medical Jurij^rudence, 5th ed., Vol. L, p. 878). Moreover, 
insanity is a disease of the mind, and has often no other objective symptoms 
than the actions of the person suffering from its influence. Sm title Litkatios 
AND Persons of Unbound Mno). 


U) See the opinion of the majority of the judges in M^NaghUn's Case, suf^ 
(4tn question). Compare B* v* Fate (1850), 8 Stated, (n. s.) l,|>er Aldibson, jB., 
at p. 47. 
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513> To shoTy that a person was, at the time when he committed 
an act or made an omission, insane so as not to be responsible in 
law for his actions, proof must be given of the existence of disease 
of the mind or intellectual insanity : neither “ moral insanity,” 
i.e., the state when the intellectual faculties are sound and the 
moral faculties diseased (/), nor a mere “ uncontrollable impulse of 
the mind ” co-existing with the fall possession of the reasoning 
faculties, is any defence (y). 

514. The onus of establishing insanity is on the accused; 
affirmative evidence must be given by medical or other witnesses 
showing that he was sufiering from mental disease at the time or 
shortly before or after the act or omission charged (h). 

The mere fact that an act or omission is without apparent motive 
is not by itself sufficient to establish insanity (i). But if there is 
other evidence of insanity, such a fact may be of importance as 
helping to prove insanity (/r). 

Special 515. Insanity is not an absolute defence in the case of a person 

verdict. charged with a crime. If insanity is proved in such a case, a jury 
cannot now, as they could formerly, acquit the accused, but they 
may bring in a special verdict that he was guilty of the act or 
omission charged against him, but was insane so as not to be 
responsible according to law for his actions, at the time when the 
act was done or the omission made. The result of this verdict is 
that the court orders the accused to be kept in custody as a 
criminal lunatic, till the King’s pleasure is known (1). 
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Sub-Sect. 3. — Drunkemm, 

J>eUrmm 616. A person suffering from delirium trememf which so affects 
tremens, mind that he is not conscious of the nature of an act which he 

commits, who does a criminal act without knowing that it is wrong, 
is entitled, when on his trial for such an act, to the same verdict 
as if he had been suffering from insanity {m). 

Drunkenness. 617. A person who becomes drunk as the result of his own 
voluntary act, and while drunk commits a crime, is not excused for 


(/) T. nurton (1863), 3 F, & F. 772. 

(g) H. V. Barton (1848), 3 Cox, C. 0. 275. 

(h) Expert evidence is not indispensably necessary (R, v. Dart (1878), 14 
Cox, 0. C. 143). As to the nature of the questions which it is permissible to 
ask a medical witness on the subject of insanity, see Wright's Case (1821), Russ. 
& Ry. 456 ; /?. v. Searle (1831), 1 Mood. & R. 75 ; M'Naghten's Case (1843), 
10 Cl. & Fin. 200, H. L. (5th question) ; R, v. Frances (1849), 4 Cox, C. 0. 57. 

(») R, V. Barton (1848), 3 Cox, 0. 0. 275 ; R, v. Haynes (1859), 1 F. & F. 
666 . 

{k) R, V. Yyse (1862), 3 F. & F. 247. 

(Q liiul of Lunatics Act, 1H83 (46 & 47 Viet. o. 38), s. 2; and see 
title liUNATics AND PERSONS OF Unsound Mind. The defence of insanity is 
in practice g^neiaily limited to those charges in respect of which the penalty of 
death may be inflicted ^see R, v. ReymtUis il843), Taylor, Med icalJurisprudenoe, 
5th ed., VoL I,, p. 870). As to the procedure in case of a prisoner being insane 
after his committal or at the time of his trial, see p. 354, ^st, 

(m) R, V. Davis (1881), 14 Cox, C. C. 563. A person suffering from temporary 
doliriupi caused by some bodUy diBease woqldi it seeuis, be in Qie some positioq. 
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the crime by reason of his drunkenness alone (n) ; for a person, sbot. 2. 
although drunk, may be capable of forming an intention and there- Criminal 
fore of committing an act. But a person may by drunkenness be Ca pacit y, 
rendered entirely incapable of forming an intention, and drunken- 
ness maj therefore, even though voluntary, sometimes be used as 
a defence for the purpose of rebutting the presumption of a criminal 
intention which would otherwise arise from an act ; such presump- 
tion is deemed to be rebutted, where it is shown that the accused’s 
mind was so affected by drink that he was incapable of knowing 
that what be was doing was dangerous or wrongful ( 0 ). 

Sub-Sect. i.—Coera'on, 

518 . A person compelled by physical force to do an act which, CompulsloD. 
if voluntarily done, would be a crime, is free from criminal 
responsibility, but the person compelling him is criminally 
liable (p). 

The use of threats inducing a person, from present fear of death, Threau. 
to join with rebels is, it seems, an excuse, so long as the person is 
under the influence of such fear (q). Subject to this exception, a 
person who commits a crime when influenced by threats or moral 
force,” or by the confinement of his person, or by violence not 
amounting to actual compulsion, is not excused (?•). 

The mere fact that a person does a criminal act in obedience to Obedience to 
the order of a duly constituted superior does not excuse the person authority, 
who does the act from criminal liability, but the fact that a person 
does an act in obedience to a superior whom he is bound to 
obey, might exclude the inference of malice or wrongful intention 
which might otherwise follow from the act (»). 


(n) Pearson's Case (1835), 2 Lew. 0. C. 144. AUter of a person who is made 
drunk by the stratagem or fraud of another {ibid,, per Park, J., at p. 145). 

(o) See R, v. Meade, [1909] 1 K. B. 895; R, v. QrindJey (1819), 1 Russell on 
Crimes, 6th ed., 144 ; Burrow's Case (1823), 1 Lew. C. C. 75 ; Rennie's Case (1823), 
1 Low. 0. 0. 76; Marshall's Case (1830), 1 Lew. 0. C. 70 ; Ooodier's Casf (1831), 
cited in Marshall's Case^ supra; Pearson's Case (1835), 2 Lew. 0. 0. 144 ; R. v. 
Carroll (1835), 7 C. & P. 145, per Park, J., at p. 147 ; R. v. Mcdkin (1836), 7 0. 
& P. 297 ; R, V. Thomas (1837), 7 0. & P, 817 ; R, v. Cruse (1838), 8 C. & P. 541 , 
per Patteson, j., at p. 546 ; R, v. Monhhou8e{\%^9), 4 Cox, C. 0. 55 ; R, v. Doherty 
(1887), 16 Oox, 0. 0. 306; R, v. Moore (1852), 3 Car. & Kir. 319; R. v, Doody 
(1854), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 463. A person who, imconsciously, in a state of drunken 
sleep does an act which causes the death of another is not criminally liable for 
the act (i?. V. Bipron (1863), Taylor, Medical Jurisprudence, 5th ed. 814). 

ip) I Hale, 0. 434; and see p. 234, ante, 

(g) 1 East, P. 0. 70. The fear of having houses burnt or goods spoiled is no 
excuse (MacOrowther's Cose (1746), 18 State Tr, 391). 

(r) 1 East, P. 0. 70 ; R. v. Tyler (1838), 8 0. & P. 616. Compulsion from 

neoessite arising from hanger is no excuse for a crime [R. v. Dudley (1884h 14 
Q. B. D, 273). As to necessity as a justification, see R, v, Stratton (1779), 21 
State Tr. 1046, at pp. 1223, 1230. As to acts done under martial law, see post, 
p. 271, note (c). As to acts done by a servant in cases imdor the Merchandise 
Marks Act, 1887 (60 & 51 Viot. o. 28), see s. 19 (3) of that Act. 

(a) 1 Hale, P. 0. 43, 44. If the law laid down in Axtell's Case (1660), KoL 
13, Cook's Case (1660), 6 State Tr. 1077, 1113, and Vane's (Sir Jlenrv) Case 
(1662), KeL 14, is correct or applicable to the present time, ooedience te a ds 
facto government, which is not royal, does not necessarily afford a defenoe. 
The statute (1495) 11 Hen, 7, o. 1, exouses the obedience paid to a de facto king, 
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Sub-Skct. 5. — Huahand imd Wift^ 

619. If husband and wife act together in committing certain 
crimes and the wife acts in the presence of her husband, there is a 
presumption that the wife acted under the coercion of her husband, 
and if she is tried for such an act, she is prtmd fade entitled to an 
acquittal (t). 

This rule applies to larceny, burglary (a), robbery with violence (6), 
receiving stolen goods (c), felonious wounding (d), and uttering 
counterfeit coins or forged notes (e). 

The rule does not apply to murder or treason (/), or to a mere 
assault ig), or false swearing (/i), or to such offences as keeping a 
disorderly house (i) or a gaming house (/c), or to acts committed by 
a wife in the absence of her husband (Q. 

The presumption is primd facie only, and may be rebutted by 
evidence that the wife was the instigator of the act or the more 
active party, or that the husband, though present, was incapable of 
coercing her as being the weaker of the two or a cripple or bed- 
ridden (wi)* 


Sub-Seot. 6 . — Privileged Per8<m$» 

620. The King is exempt from all criminal liability. As he 
can do no wrong, he cannot be called to account criminally any 

but does not, according to those cases, apply where there is no king de facto* 
A soldier who in obedience to the order of a superior officer did an act which 
would otherwise be criminal would probably be excused, if the soldier might 
fairly su^ose that the officer had good reasons for giving the order (see 
Stephen, Kistoryof Criminal Law, Yol. I., 206) ; as to disobedience by a soldier 
to a lawful command of a superior officer, see Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yict. 
c. 58), 8. 9. 

(f) 1 Hale, P. 0. 44 ; Anon* (1665), Kel. 31 ; R* v. Hamilton (1784), 1 Leach, 
848 ; R* V. Archer (1826), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 143; R* v. Conolly (1829), Matthews, 
Digest of Criminal Law, 262 j R* v. Price (1837), 8 0. & P. 19; R* v. Smith 
(1858), Dears. & B. 553; R* v. Torpey (1871), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 45 ; R* v. Dyhee 
(1885), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 771. As to proof of marriage in such a case, see p. 389, n., 
post* 

(a) 1 Hale, P. 0. 44. 

(5) R* v. Torpey, eupra ; R* v. DyheSy supra* 

(c) R* V. Archer, supra ; R. v. Matthews (1860), 1 Den. 696 : R* v. Wardroper 
(1860), BeU, 0. 0. 249. 

(d) R, y* Smith, supra, 

B* v. Conolly, supra; R* v. Price, supra; R, v. Atkinson (1814), 1 Bussell 
on Crimes, 6th ed., 147, 159. 

(J) 1 BLale, P. 0. 44 ; but see R* v. Alison (1838), 8 0. & P. 418, at p. 423 ; 
1 Bussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 146, n. 

(sr) R* Y* Ingram (1712), 1 Salk. 384 ; R* y* Cruse (1838), 8 0. & P. 541 ; but 
see R. Y. Torpey, supra, at p. 49. 

(^) R* Y, Vicks (1781), 1 Bussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 147, n. 

(t) R* V. WiUiams (1712), 1 Salk. 384. 

(k) R* V. Dixon (1716), 10 Mod. Eep. 335. 

(l) Hammond^s Case (1787), 1 Leatm, 444 ; R* y* Hughes (1813), 2 Lew. 0. 0. 
229 ; B* V. Morris (1814), Buss, & By. 270 ; jB. v. Rohson (1861), 1 Le. & Oa. 93 ; 
Brown v. A,-G* for New Zealand^ [1898] A. 0. 234, P. 0. 

(m) 1 Bussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 154, n. j R. v. Pollard (1838), 8 0. & P. 
653, n. The relationship of husband and affects the criminal liability of 
^e wife, and even of the husband in some cases. Thus, husband and wife being 
in law one pewn, a conspiracy by them alone to do an unlawful act is not a 
c rimin a l oon^iraoy for which they can be indicted, although husbcmd and wife 
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more than he can civilly ; no court has any coercive power over 
him (n). 

By the comity of nations a reining sovereign of anotlier State 
is treated as exempt from the criminal as well as the civil juris- 
diction of all other countries (o). 

No one but a sovereign is personally exempt in England from 
criminal jurisdiction to which all persons who reside in the country, 
whether subjects or aliens, are liable (p). 

621. The exemption of ambassadors of foreign States, their 
servants and retinue, from the criminal jurisdiction of the country 
to which they are accredited, though asserted by writers on inter- 
national law (?), is not sanctioned by the English courts or by any 
authority on English criminal law (r), 

522. The privileges of Parliament do not apply to criminal 
matters, and members of either House are subject to the ordinary 
course of criminal justice (s). But no member of either House of 
Parliament can be made criminally liable for anything said by him 
in his place in the House while the House is sitting (t). 


may be indicted for conspiring with other persons (1 Hawk. P. 0., c, 27, s. 8 ; 
R. V. Oope (17191, 1 Stra, 144). A married woman cannot be convicted of being 
accessory after tne fact to her husband’s felony (see p. 256, post)^ or of receiving 
stolen goods from her husband (p. 679, jpoaQ. There cannot be a cnminw 
prosecution for a libel by a husband on his wife, or vice versa (see title Libel 
AND Slander), and only in certain events can either be convicted of stealing 
the goods of the other (p. 634,|)05^). As to the husband giving evidence against 
his wife, and vice vcrad, see p. 405, post 

(n) It. V. Cook (1660), 5 State Tr. 1077, 1113 ; Tohin v. E. (1864), 33 L. J. 

(o. Erlb, 0. J., at p. 205. 

(o) Wheaton, International Law, 4th ed., p. 153 ; The Parlement Beige 
(1880;, 5 P. D. 197, 0. A. ; Mighell v. Sultan ^Johore, [1894] 1 Q. B. 149, 0. A. 
A deposed, eidled, or fugitive sovereign who takes refuge in England would, it 
seems, be liable to the criminal jurisdiction of the country (see Proceedings 
against Mary Queen q/ Scots (1686), 1 State Tr. 1161). 

( p) As to the territorial limits of criminal jurisdiction, see p. 272, post As 
to acts done in England by alien enemies, see note (A), p. 273, post. 

(n) Wheaton, International Law, 331. And see title Constitutional Law', 
Vol. YI., p. 429. 

(r) See 1 Hale, P. 0. 99 ; Don Pantaleen 8a* s Case (1654), 6 State Tr, 461 ; 
Post. 187 ; Owen's Case (1615), 2 State Tr, 881 ; Magdalena Steaifs Navigation 
Co. v. Martin a869), 28 L. J. (o, B.) 310, per WiopTMAN, J., atp. 313; Law 
Magazine and Eeview, 4th Senes, Vol. XX., 43. The^ Diplomatic Privileges 
Act, 1708 (7 Ann. c. 12), does not, it seems, apply to criminal process. 

(«) See Bradlaugh v. Qossett (1884), 12 Q. D. 271, P^ Stephen, J., at p, 
283; Elliot's Casa (1629), 3 State Tr. 293 ; Jay and Topham's Case (1689), 12 
State Tr. 822; Bwrdetty. Ahhot (1811), 14 East, 1; (1817) 5 Dow, 165, H. L. 
The privilege of members of Parliament from arrest does not apply to criminal 

f rocess (Long WeUesley's Case (1831), 2 Buss, & M. 639, 665; ErskineMay, 
’arliamentary Practice, 11th ed., 120). 

(t) See stat (1512) 4 Hen. 8, o. 8. **The freedom of speech and debates or 
proceedings in Parliament ought not to be impeached or question/^d in any 
court or place out of Parliament ” (Bill of Eights, 1 Will. & Mei.y sess. 2, c. 2). 
So members of Parliament are not either civilly or cnminaiiy liable to the 
iurisdiction of the ordin^ courts for a conspiracy to deceive Parliament 
making f^ speeches in Parliament (Ex parte Wason (1869), L. E. 4 U* B# 
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Beot. 3. — Degrees of Cvimincd Liahility, 

Sub-Seot. 1. — Classification of CrirjMs, 

523. Crimes are divided into three classes— treasons, felonies, 
and misdemeanours. 

The name treason is given to certain crimes which are more 
particularly directed against the safety of the Sovereign and the 
State (a). 

All indictable crimes below the degree of treason are either 
felonies or misdemeanours (i>). 

Felonies are those crimes which are such by common law or have 
been made such by statute. 

All crimes which are not treasons or felonies are misdemeanours 
either by common law or by statute (c). 


(a) As to treason, see title Constitutionai. Law, Vol. VI., p. 345, and 
p. 450, r^st 

{h) Offences created by statute and made punishable only on summary con- 
viction are sometimes spoken of as misdemeanours (see Du Gros v. Lamhourne^ 
[1907] 1 K. B. at p. 44 ; but see Tomlin’s Law Dictionary, title Mis- 
demeanour). 

(c) The most important points of difference between tr^sons, felonies, and 
misdemeanours are as follows : — (1) -^ccewor/ea.— In felonies a distinction is 
drawn between principals and accessories (see p. 248, poat)^ but th^re is no such 
distinction either in treason or in misdemeanours. {2) Misprision . — A person 
who conceals a treason or felony without consenting to it commits the offence 
of misprision of treason or felony (see p, 248, post ) ; there is no such offence 
in respect of a misdemeanour. (3) Compounding a Felony . — It is a criminal 
offence to compound a felony, nc., to agree not to prosecute (see p. 503, post)^ 
but an agreement not to prosecute for a misdemeanour, though unlawful in 
many cases (see Collins v. Diantern (1767), 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 369) is not 
criminal, unless it amounts to a conspiracy to obstruct or defeat the course of 
justice fsee Stephen, History of Crimmal Law, Vol. I., p. 602 ; and see p. 504, 
post). (4 ) A rrest . — If a treason or a felony has been committed, anyone may with- 
out a W6u:rant arrest a person against whom there is reasonable ground of suspicion 
(2 Co. Inst. 62 ; see p. 296, post ) ; a constable may arrest anyone whom he has 
reasonable ground to suspect oi having committed, or being about to commit, a 
felony (Beckwith y. Philhy (1827), 6 B. & 0. 635). In oases of misdemeanour, 
with some exceptions, there is no power to arrest without a warrant (see p. 298, 
post). (5) Bail.'-- A, person accused of treason or felony has no right to be oailed, 
but the court which has j urisdiction to grant bail may exercise its discretion and 
grant or refuse bail ; a person accused of misdemeanour has an absolute 
right to bail, if he applies to the High Court of Justice under the Habeas 


Corpus Act, 1679 
Linford v. Fitzroy 


(31 Car. 2, c. 2) (R. v. Badger (1843), 4 Q. B. 468; 
^ (1849), 13 a B. 240, at p. 246; R. v. Spilsbury, [1898] 2 
Q. B. 615, at p. 622 ; and see Re Frost (1888), 4 T. L. K. 757) ; a pemon 
accused of cert^ misdemeanours had formerly a right to be bailed by justices 
of the peace, but now there does not seem any such right except in the 


s or bridges. A person 
,er of a Secretary of State 


case of charges for the non-repair of 
accused of treason can only be oailed by an o: 
or of the High Court or of a judge of the High Court in vacation (Indictable 
Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 23; Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 
Viet. c. 66), 88. 16, 34 ; Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77), s. 19). A 
person accused of felony or misdemeanour may be bailed by the justices of 
the peace before whom he is brought or by the court that tries him, or by 
a judge of the High Court in chambers (see p. 323, post), (6) Copy of Indict^ 
ment and List of Witnesses. — K person aoouW of high treason has a right to 
the delivery ten days before trial of a copy of the indictment and a list of the 
witnesses against him (Treason Act, 1696 (7 & 8 WiU. 3, c. 3), s. 7 ; Treason 



Pabt I.— PaiNciPLEs OF Criminal Liability. 

Sub-Sbot. 2 . — PrincipaJa and Accessoines, 

624. All who take part in a crime with a guilty intent are 
criminally liable, whether they are the actual perpetrators of the 
crime or whether, not being the actual perpetrators, they are 
present aiding and abetting when it is committed, or whether, though 


Act, 1708 (7 Ann. c. 21), s. 14; IL v. Frost (1839), 4 State Tr. (n. s.) 86), 
In prosecutions for misdemeanour the defendant, it seems, is entitled to a copy 
of the information or indictment (Pleading in Misdemeanour Act, 1819 
(60 Geo. 3 & 1 Geo. 4, o. 4), s. 8; Twyn's Ocw6p668), 6 State Tr. 618). A 
person accused of felony has no right to a copy of the indictment (Proceedings 
against the Five Popish Lords (1686), 7 State Tr. 1218, at p. 1243; Fitzharris's 
Case (1681), 8 State Tr. 243, 268; RosewelVs Case (1684), 10 State IV. 266; 
Preston's (Viscount) Case (1691), 12 State Tr. 668; li* v. Dowling (1848), 3 Oox, 
0. 0. 609; R. v. Mitchel (1848), 3 Cox, C. 0. 1, see 1 Lew. 0. 0. 205, n. ; Post 
228 ; 2 Hale, P. 0. 236 ; 2 Hawk. P. 0., 8th ed., 557). The modern practice, 
however, is to allow the legal advisers of an accused person to inspect the 
indictment (R, v. Dowling (1849), 7 State Tr. (n. s.) 381). As to the rignt of all 
persons under trial to copies of depositions, see p. 322, post, (7) Trial, — 
(i.) Challenges of jurors. A person in most cases of nigh treason may 
peremptorily challenge thirty-five jurors (Treason Act, 1695 (7 & 8 Will. 3, 

0 . 3), s. 2) ; in murder and all other felonies and in some treasons (compassing 
the King’s death and attempts against the person of the King) the person 
accused may peremptorily challenge twenty jurors (Juries Act, 1825 (6 Geo. 4, 
c. 50), s. 29; Cray v. /2. (1844), 6 State Tr. (n. s.) 117; see p. 359, post). 
In misdemeanours there is no right of peremptory challenge, but the defen- 
dant may challenge jurors for cause (Reading's Case (1679), 7 State 269, 
265; CeUi&r's Case (1680), 7 State Tr. 1183; Oates's Case (1685), 10 State Tr. 
1080). When a person accused of felony is arraigned and pleads not guilty, the 
prisoner is told by the clerk of arraigns before me jury are sworn that, if he 
wishes to challenge them or any of them, he must do so as they come to be 
sworn. ^ In trials for felony the jurors are consequently sworn separately ; 
whilst in trials for misdemeanour the jurors are often sworn in batches, 
(ii.) A person accused of felony must during his trial bo at the bar of the court, 

1. C., in “ the dock,” as it is commonly callea in most courts ; aliter of a person 
accused of a misdemeanour (R. v. St. George (1840), 9 C. & P. 483, 485 ; R. v. 
Douglas (1841), Car. & M. 193, at p. 194; R, v. Zulueta (1843), 1 Oar. & Kir. 
216 ; but see Horne Toolce's Case (1794), 25 State Tr. 1, 6). (iii.) The form of the 
oath administered to the ju^ on the trial of a person for felony is different from 
the form in the case of a misdemeanour (see p. 362, note (Z^), post), (iv.) In an 
indictment for high treason the prisoner may be charged with different kinds of 
treason in different counts ; an indictment ought not to charge a defendant with 
several different felonies, although it may charge the same felony in different 
ways. An indictment which joins a count for felony with a count for mis- 
demeanour is bad (see p. 342, post), (v.) A person who in the course of 
committing a felony causes the death of another may be guilty of murder, while 
a person ^o in the course of committing a misdemeanour causes the death of 
another without the intention of killing him is only guilty of manslaughter (see 
p. 579, post). (8) Punishment, — Treason, murder, piracy, and setting fire to 
the King’s ships or arsenals (see p. 409, post) are punishable with death, but no 
misdemeanour is punishable witn death. (9) Consequemes of Conviction.— li a 
person who is found guilty of treason or felony and is sentenced to death or penal 
servitude or any term of imprisonment with hard labour, or exceeding twelve 
montiis, holds any of certain offices or places or is entitled to certain 
pensions etc., he forfeits his office, place, pension etc. (see p. 428, post), ^ A 
person convicted of treason or felony may be ordered to make compensation 
for any loss suffered by a person aggrieved through or by means of tne felony 
(see p. 449, post). A person who nas been convicted of treason or felony is, 
while he is under sentence and suffering punishment, disqualified from suing in 
any action or from alienating or charging his property, and an administrator of 
his property may be appoint (see p. 429, posQ, 
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absent when the crime is committed, they had a share in 
procuring, inciting, counselling, or assisting others to commit the 
crime (d). 

In felonies, but not in treasons or misdemeanours, a distinction is 
drawn between principals, that is, those who are present with a 
guilty intent, when a crime is committed, and accessories before the 
fact, that is, those who without being present at the time when a 
crime is committed, procure its commission or plan or aid in or 
encourage its execution. In treasons and misdemeanours all per- 
sons who aid or abet in the commission of the crime are regarded 
as principals, whether they are present or absent when it is 
committed (e). 

A person who, with knowledge that treason or felony has been 
committed, comforts and assists the criminal after the crime has 
been committed is also guilty of a crime. 

Those who comfort and assist a criminal after a felony has been 
committed are liable as accessories after the fact (/). 

Those who comfort and assist a person who has committed treason 
and know of the crime are deemed principals (g). 

A person who merely comforts and assists one who has committed 
a misdemeanour is not guilty of a crime (h), 

525. All persons who are present, when a felony is committed, and 
who take a part in the actual perpetration of the offence, or aid and 
abet those who perpetrate it, are called principals (i). Persons who 
are absent when a felony is committed, but take part in procuring 
or contriving it, are called accessories before the fact O'). 

626. There are two kinds of principals— principals in the first 
degree and principals in the second degree. Those who actually 
take part in a crime are called principals in the first degree (k) and 
those who are present aiding and abetting, but take no actual part 
in it, are called principals in the second degree. The distinction 
between principals in the first degree and principals in the second 
degree applies to misdemeanours as well as to felonies, but in 


{d) Tost. 341, 347. 

(e) Post. 341 ; 1 Hale, P. 0. 613; It, v. Olaytoti {ISiS), 1 Oar, & Kir. 128; It, 
T. Moland (1843), 2 Mood. 0, 0. 276; It, v. Greenwood (1852), 2 Den. 453; R, 
V. Burton (1875), 13 Cox, 0. 0. 71 ; R. v. Waudhy, [1895] 2 Q. B. 482, 0. 0. E. 

I f) 1 Hale, P. 0. 618; and see p. 25C,po8«, 

g) 4 Bl. Com. 35. 

h) 1 Hale, P. 0. 618. 

i) AH present at the time of committing an offence are principals, though 
one only acts, if they are confederates and engaged in a common desi^ of which 
the offence is part {k, y. Tatterml (1801), 1 Eussell on Grimes, 6th ed., 162 ; see 
Young v. R, (1789), 3 Term Eep, 98 ; R, v. StandUy (1816), Buss. & Ey. 305, 
0. 0. E. ; R, V. 8neppardi\%Z^)f 9 0. & P. 121 ; E. v. Harrington (1851), 5 Oox, 
0. 0. 231 ; FitzherberPs wand Abridgment, tit. Oorone, fol, 249, pi. 86). 

ry) 1 Hale, P. 0. 616. The distinction between principals and accessories 
before the fact is now of little practical importance, as an accessory before ike 
fact may be indicted as a principal (seep. 257, 

(ib) Sm R, y. Standley, eujpra; M, y, Bht^ppard, mpra; R, y. Somhy (1844), 
1 Oar. A Kir. 305. 
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misdemeanoors accessories before the fact are reckoned principals 
in the second degree (f). 

627 . In some cases a person is deemed a principal in the first 
degree although he was not present when the act was done which 
makes the offence complete. Thus, if one with a criminal intent 
contrives an injury to another and by means of the contrivance 
the person whom it is designed to injure receives the injury in the 
absence of the contriver, the latter is a principal in the first degree, 
although he was absent when the injury was actually inflicted 
So a person who employs an innocent agent to commit a felony is 
a principal in the first degree, although he is not present when the 
agent does the act which consummates the felony (w). 

If several persons act together in one common unlawful under- 
taking and a crime is committed by one of them, but it is not 
known by whom, all are principals in the first degree (o). 

A person who with guilty intent is engaged in the execution of 
any part of a criminal transaction is a principal in the first degree ; 
it is not necessary that he should be present during the entire 
transaction or when it is completed (p). 


(l) Du Cro8 V. Lamhourney [1907] 1 K. B. 40; i2. v. De Marnvy [1907] 1 
K B. 388, 0. a B. ; R. v. Burton (1875), 13 Oox, 0. 0. 71, 0. 0. B. ; R. v. 
Greenwood (1852), 2 Den. 453; R. v. Waudhjy [1895] 2 Q. B. 482, C. 0. B. ; 
Ben/ord v. SimSy [1898] 2 Q. B. 64. 

(m) if A., with intent to kill B., lays poison in B.’s way, and B. or 
anyone else in A.’s absence takes it and dies in consequence, A is a principal 
in the murder (Post. 349 ; Kel. 52). In such a case, if the poison is not 
taken by anyone, A. is guilty of an attempt to murder (see p. 258, poet), 

(n) Post. 349; Kel. 52; R, y. Michael (1840), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 120; R, v. 
Butcher (1858), Bell, C. 0, G ; R, v. Williams (1842), Oar. & M. 269 ; B. v. Giles 
(1827), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 166 ; B, v. Bull (1845), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 281 ; B. v. Clifford 
(1845), 2 Oar. & Kir. 202 ; B. v. Manley (1844), 1 Oox, 0. 0. 104 ; B. v. Bleasdale 
fl848), 2 Car. & Kir. 765, per Erle, J., at p. 768 ; B. v. Bannen (1844), 2 Mood. 
0. 0. 309 ; B. v. Valler (l^b 1 Cox, 0. 0. 84 ; B. v. Palmer (1804), 1 Bos. & P. 
(n. r.) 96. In such cases tne act of the innocent agent is deemed to be as 
much the act of the person who procures it as if the procurer were himself 
present (B. v. CHffordy supra). If a person being abroad or on the high seas 
procures an agent to commit a crime in England, the procurer is deemed to 
nave committed the crime in England (B. v. Brisac (1803), 4 East, 164 ; B. v. 
Garrett (1853), Deara. 0. 0. 232). 

(o) In the case of B. v. Salmon (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 79, 0. 0. B., three men went 
into a field near to a road and some houses for the purpose of practising rifle- 
shooting. They all fired shots with a rifle, and no precautions were taken to 
prevent danger; one of the shots killed a boy in a garden near the field. It was 
held that all the Uiree were guilty of manslaughter, although it was not known 
who fired the shot which killed the boy, all having united to fire at the spot in 
question, and all haying omitted to take precautions to prevent danger. In the 
case of B. v. Borthwick (1779), 1 Doug. (k. b.) 207, the jury found that a person 
was killed by a blow from one of the prisoners, but from which of them the ju^ 
did not know ; the prisoners were members of a press-gang acting illegally in 
pressing seamen without a warrant, but there was no finding that the prisoners 
were all present or that they were all met together on one common illegal 
desi^ ; it was held that the prisoners could not be made responsible for the 
death of the person killed. 

(p) B. y. Shepard (1839), 9 0. & P. 121 ; B. v. Kelly (1847), 2 Oar. & Kir. 
879 ; and see B. v. Dyer (1801), 2 East, P. 0. 767. If several persons combine 
to forjge an instrument, each ^rson who executes any part of the forgery is a 
principal, although he may not know by whom the other ports are executed, 
and may not be present when the whole forgery is completed (B. t« Bingley 
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528 . All who are present aiding and abetting, when a felony is 
committed, but who take no part in the actual perpetration of the 
felony, are principals in the second degree (q). 

To constitute a principal in the second degree mere presence at 
the crime is not enough ; there must be a common purpose, an 
intent to aid or encourage the persons who commit the crime and 
an actual aiding or encouraging (?*). 

A person who is present aiding and abetting may be a principal 
in the second degree, although he is, or is deemed to be, physically 
incapable of being a principal in the first degree (s). 

A person cannot be a principal in the second degree unless a 
felony has been committed by a principal in the first degree (0, 


n821), Euss. & By. 446; It. v. Kirkwood (1831), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 804; R. v. Bade 
(1831), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 307). If several persons take part in the actual commis- 
sion of a crime, the degree of their guilt may vary according to their intent, 
e.g., if A., intending to murder B., attacks him, and 0. enters into the afPray 
unlawfully but suddenly, and without malice aforethought, and B. is killed by 
A. and 0., this is murder by A. and manslaughter by 0. (1 Plowd. 101 ; and see 
Mohun*s Case {Lord) (1692), 12 State Tr. 949, 1022). 

{q) Coalheavera* Case (1768), 1 Leach, 64 ; E. v. Towle (1816), Euss. & Ey. 
314. This applies to statutory felonies as well as to felonies at common 
law {ibid.). An indictment against a principal in the second degree may 
char^ him with committing a felony in the same way as a principal in the first 
degree is charged, or may charge him with “being feloniously present, aiding, 
abetting and assisting*^ the felon to commit the felony (E. v. Gogerly (1818), 
Euss. & Ey. 343). 

(r) M^Evin's CViae (1858), Bell, 0. 0. 20. Thus, if a duel takes place and one 
of tne combatants is killed, the surviving combatant is guilty of murder 
as a principal in the first degree; the seconds are principals in the 
second degree. Other persons present, if they sustain the combatants 
either by advice or assistance or go to the ground for the purpose of 
encouraging and forwarding the conflict, are principals in the second degree 
(R. V. Young (1838), 8 0. & P. 644). The combatants at a prize fight with 
fists are guilty of assault as principals in the first degree, and all other persons 
who are present and take part in the management of the fight or aid and 
abet the combatants are principals in the second degree. Mere voluntary 
presence at a prize fight does not necessarily make a person a principal in the 
second degree, if he does not encourage or assist the nght, but semhle the mere 
presence of a person unexplained at a prize fight affoiSs some evidence of an 
aiding and abetting in the fight {R, v. Coney (1882), 8 Q. B. D. 534, C. C. E.). If 
two persons agree to commit suicide together and one accomplishes his object 
in the presence of and with the consent of the other, the survivor is guilty as a 
principal in the second degree of the murder of the one who dies [R. v. Dyson 
(1823), Euss. & Ey. 523; R. v. Alison (1838), 8 C. & P. 418). If the owner 
or person in control of a vehicle is in it, while it is being driven at an excessive 
speed, although he does not himself drive it, yet as he could and ought to have 
prevented it being so driven at an excessive speed, he is liable as a principal in 
the second degree for the offence of unlawfully driving {Du Cros v. Lamhourne. 
[1907] 1 K. B. 40). 

{$) E.g., a boy under the age of fourteen years (see p. 240, ante) or a woman 
may be a principal in the second degree in the crime of rape (i?. v. Eldershaw 
(1828), 3 0. & P. 396; R. v. Ram (1893), 17 Oox, 0. 0. 609). But a girl who is 
of such an age that unlawful sexual intercourse with her is a crime cannot be 
convicted of aiding and abetting a person to have such intercourse with her {R. 
V. TyreJl, [1894] 1 Q. B. 710, 0. 0. E.). A woman who consents to the use 
upon herself of an instrument with intent to procure her miscarriage may be 
convicted of “being present, aiding and abetting** the person who uses the 
instrument {R. v. Bodiett (1908), 72 J. P. 428). 

(0 See McDaniel's Case (1755), 19 State Tr. 746, 801 — 807, and R. v. Johnstm 
(1841), Oar. &M. 218. 
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and unless such person is present when it is committed, and Saor. s. 
has a common criminal purpose with the principal in the first Degrees of 
degree (a). Criminal 

A person who has a common criminal purpose with the principal Liability, 
in the first degree is a principal in the second degree, if he is either Presence at 
actually present at the scene of the felony or present so near at or near the 
hand as to enable him to afford aid to the person who commits 
the crime (b). 

A person who though privy to the commission of a felony is 
not, when it is committed, sufficiently near to the scene to afford 
aid is not a principal in the second degree, but is an accessory before 
the fact(c). 

A person who comes up after a felony has been completed and 
assists the felon is not a principal, but may be an accessory after 
the fact(d). 

529. Although a man is present while a felony is being com- Participation 
mitted, yet if be takes no part in it, and does not act in concert with 
those who commit it, he is not a principal in the second degree, 
merely because he does not endeavour to prevent the felony or to 
apprehend the felon (c). 

A person who is present at the commission of a crime knowing 

(aj M*Evin'a Case (1868), Bell, 0. 0. 20. 

(b) R. V. Scares (1802), Buss, & Ey. 25; i?. v. Oogerly (1818), Buss. & By. 

343. Thus, if A. goes into a house and steals goods there, and B., while A. 
is inside, remains outside for the puiyose of assisting A., B. is a principal in the 
second degree {R, v. Owen (1825), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 96; R» v. Oogerly^ supra). So, 
if 0. and I), accompany E. to the door of a shop, knowing that E. intends there 
to utter a forged document, and E. utters the document in the shop, and 0. 
and D. remain outside in a vehicle for the purpose of taking E. away with the 
proceeds of the uttering, 0. and D. are principals in the second degree, although 
they could not be seen by the person to whom the document was uttered (R, v. 

VanderetHn (1866), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 177, 0. 0. B.). 

^) R, V. Davis and Hall (1806), Buss. & By. 113 ; R, v. Kelly (1820), Buss. 

& By. 421 ; R, v. Jeffries and Bryant (1848), 3 Cox, 0. 0. 85. In misdemeanours 
such a person would be a principal in the second degree (R. v. Clayton (1843), 

1 Car. & Kir. 128; R, v. Moland (1843), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 276). But as to the 
distinction between principals and accessories before the fact, see p. 248, ante, 

{d) E.g., F. steals goods from the owner’s premises and removes them to a 
place outside ; G. is t£en told of the theft and assists in carrying the goods 
away to another place ; G. is not a principal in the second degree to the theft, 
but is an accessory after the fact, the asportation being complete before G. did 
an3rtliing ; he is also guilty of receiving the goods knowing them to be stolen 

V. M*Makin and Smith (1808), Buss. & By. 333, n. ; R, v. King (1817), 

Buss. & By. 332). But if F. witn felonious intent removes the goods to another 
part of the owner’s premises, although there may have been sufficient asporta- 
tion of the goods to make F. guilty of larceny (see p. 630, post), yet the asporta- 
tion is not complete for all purposes, and if G. assists in carrying the goods 
away, while they are still on the owner’s premises, he is liable as a principal, 
the transaction not being complete till the goods are removed from the owner’s 
premises {R, v. Dyer (1801), 2 East, P. C. 767). H. and J. wound K. ; H. then 
makes off, and after he has got away L. comes up and assaults K. ; L. cannot be 
found guilty on an indictment charging him jointly with H. and J. with wound- 
ing K. (R, V. M^Phane (1841), Oar. & M. 212). 

(c) R, V. Coney (1882), 8 Q. B. D. 634, 0. 0. B., per Cave, J., at p. 539; 1 
Hale, P. 0. 439 ; Fost. 350. Such a person might be guilty of misprision of 
felony, but there is no recent instance of a prosecution for siich an onence (see 
p. 503, post). 
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Biot. 8. that it is being committed is not liable as a principal, if he is not 
Degrees of present for the purpose of aiding or encouraging (/). 

Ciimlnftl , 

Liability. 680. If several persons are present together prepared to pursue 

a comnion unlawful object at all hazards, and one of them in 
^^teral furtherance of the common object does a criminal act, then all are 
responsible for the act, whether it was originally contemplated or 
not. The person who does the act is a principal in the first degree ; 
the others are principals in the second degree (g). If the act is not 
done in furtherance of the common unlawful object, no one is liable 
for it except the person who does the act (h). 


a Thus, where A. agreed with B. to get 0. to commit a robbery so that B. 
i arrest 0., and that A. and B. shoiild divide between them a reward for 


aid, but to detect, and did not intend that the felony should be successful 
(Dannelly^e Cafic(1816), Buss. & By. 310). In such a case A, and B. are not 
guilty of the felony, but are guilty of a conspiracy {M^DanieVs Case (1755), 19 
State Tr. 745, 808). 

{g) Thus, where A. and B. go out with the common object of robbing 0., and 
A. in pursuit of the common object does an act which causes the death of 
C. in such circumstances that it is murder in A., it is also murder in B. (B. 
V. Jackson (1857), 7 Cox, 0. 0. 357). So if two or more persons go out 
together for the purpose of comraittmg a brench of the peace, and in the 
course of the accomplishment of the common design one of them kills a man, 
the others are also guilty of manslaughter (B. v. Harrington (1851), 5 Cox, 
0. 0. 231 ; see Cornwallis^s (Lord) Case (1678), 7 State Tr. 143, 157). Where 
a number of persons went out all armed with guns for the purpose of 
poaching, and on being surprised by gamekeepers threatened to shoot the game- 
keepers who tried to arrest them, and one only of the poachers fired and wounded 
a gamekeeper, it was held that all might be found guilty of wounding with 
intent to murder (B. v. Edmeads (1828), 3 C. & P. 390^ If two persons each 
drive a vehicle at a furious rate along a public road, and incite each other 
BO to drive, and one of the vehicles runs over a man and kills him, each of the 
two persons is guilty of manslaughter (B. v. Swindall (1846), 2 Oar. & Kir. 230). 

(AJ Thus, where some of a party of men, who were engaged unlawfully in 
brealdng into a house for the purpose of apprehending suspected persons, stole 
goods in the house, it was held that those who took no part in the stealing were 
not liable for that crime, for, although they were engaged in an unlawful act, 
they knew not of any intent to steal (Anon, (1664), 1 Leach, 7, n.). If a gang 
of poachers attack a gamekeeper and leave him senseless on the ground and 
go away, and one of them returns and robs him, the others are not guilty of 
u^e robbery, as, though there was a common intent to kill game and resist the 
keeper, tiiere was no common intent to steal (B. v. Hawkins (1828), 3 0. & P. 
392 ; see Anon, (1 723), 8 Mod. Eep. 164). A number of persons were engaged by 
the tenant of a house to assist him in canying away his household goods to avoid 
distress for rent, and assembled armed with bludgeons and other weapons ; the 
landlord of the house, accompanied by another pa^, came to prevent the 
removal of the goods, and a violent amray ensued. While they were fighting 
one of the company killed a boy who was standing looking on but totally 
unconcerned in the iray. It was held that, as the boy was unconcerned in the 
fray, his having been i^ed by one of the company could not affect the rest, who, 


though present, could not be said to be aiding and abetting the death of one who 
was tot^y unconcerned in the design for wmch the parties had assembled (B. 
V. Hodgson (1730), 1 Leach, 6 ; see B. v. Plummer (1702), 12 Mod, Bep. 627). So 
where several p^:aons were trespassing in a wood in pursuit of game ana only 
one of them had a gun, and he was walking in front of the others and fired the 
gun and killed a gam^eeper who came upon the trespassers, it was held that 
these facta afforded no evidence on which the rest me party could be found 
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581. Persona who procure, counsel, or command another to 
commit a felony, but are not present when it is committed, are 
accessories before the tact (i). 

It is not necessary that there should be any direct communica- 
tion between an accessory before the fact and the principal felon ; 
it is enough if the accessory direct an intermediate agent to procure 
another to commit the felony without naming or knowing of the 
person to be procured {k). 

A person is not an accessory before the fact, unless there is 
some sort of active proceeding on his part; he must incite or 
procure or encourage the criminal act, or assist or enable it to be 
done, or engage or counsel or command the principal to do it(i). 


ffuilty of murder (if. v. Sheet (1866), 4 F. & P. 931 ; see if. v. Edmeads (1828), 
3 0. & P. 390). If A. and B. together commit a felony and upon an alarm run 
different ways, and A., to avoid bein^ taken, attacks and maims 0., who is 
pursuing him, B. is not liable for the injury to 0. (if. v. White (1806), Buss. & 
By. 99). 

(t) R. v. Soares (1802), Buss. & By. 25; if. v. Gordon (1789), 1 Leach, 
515. If a person is indicted as an accessory before the fact, the indict- 
ment alleges that the accused did “ feloniously counsel, procure, and 
command** or “incite, move, aid, or hire** the felon to comnut the felony, 
but such a person may now be indicted as a principal for committing the 
felony (see p. 257, post). The felony may be either a felony at common 
law or one created by statute, although the statute uses no words expressly 
applicable to accessories. A number of statutes contain provisions expressly 
applicable to accessories, and use various expressions to describe them, e.g,^ 
the stat. (1531) 23 Hen. 8, o. 1, speaks of “ abetment, procurement, helping, 
maintaining or counselling** ; the stat. (1547) 1 Edw. 6, c. 12, s. 13, of “ aiders, 
abettors, procurers and counsellors**; the stat. (1557) 4 & 5 PhU, & Mar. of 
those who “ command, hire or counsel**; the stats. (1588) 31 Eliz. c. 12, s. 6, 
and (1623) 21 Jao. 1, o. 6, of accessories** ; the stat. (1597) 39 Eliz. c. 9, s. 2, 
of “procurers or accessories**; the stat. (1691) 3 & 4 Will. & Mar. c. 9, s. 1, 
of those who “ comfort, aid, abet, assist, counsel, hire or command** ; the stat. 
(1702) 1 Ann. stat. 2, o. 9, of “ counsellors and contrivers ’* ; the Accessories and 
Abettors Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 94), s. 2, of those who “ counsel, procure 
or command.** See also 1 Bussell on Crimes, 6th ed., p. 171. 

(A:) R, V. Cooper (1833), 5 0. & P. 535. Thus, A. bids B. to hire somebody to 
murder 0., and fumishes money for that pui^pose ; D., a person whom A. 
never saw or heard of, is hired by B. and commits the murder. A. is an 
accessory before the fact to the act of D. {M*DanieVs Case (1755), 19 State Tr., 
per Foster, J., atp. 804 ; see also Somerset's (Earl) Case (1616), 2 State Tr. 966). 

(Z) if. V. Taylor (187*5), L. B. 2 0. 0. B. 147. In this case A and B. quarrelled 
and agreed to fight with their fists, and to put down £1 each, so that £2 might 
be paid to the winner ; 0. consented to hold the £2 and pay it over to the 
winner. A. and B. fought, and A. received injuries of whicn he afterwards 
died. 0., who had nothing to do with the fight and was not present at it, being 
informed who was the winner, but knowing nothing of A.*8 danger, paid the £2 
to B. ; there was no reason to suppose beforehand that the life of either A or 
B. would be endangered. It was held that 0. was not an accessory to the 
manslaughter of A ^ ^ 

If A. commits suicide with the assistance of B., who supplies the means by 
which the act is done, but is absent when the act is done, B. is an accessory 
before the fact to the murder of A. (B. v. Russell (1832), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 356) ; 
so if A. suppHes B. with a noxious drug with intent to procure a mis- 
carriage and B. takes the drug in A*s. absence and dies from its effect, A. 
is an accessory before the ^ict to the murder of B. (R, v. Russellt supra), 
A person who in these circumstances supplies a drug with such an intent 
“causes the drug to be taken,** althou^ he is absent when it is taken 
(WRsonle Case (1856), Dears. & B. 127). But if B. is induced by A to get 
her a noxious amg lor the purpose of procuring a miscarriage, and gets Qie 
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As regards offences which are sudden and unpremeditated there 
can be no accessories before the fact (m). 

532. If a person procures another to commit a felony, the 
procurement continues, until it is countermanded or the felony is 
perpetrated (n). If the person who procures the felony counter- 
mands his consent before the act is done, and the felony is 
nevertheless committed by the principal with knowledge of the 
countermand, the procurer is not liable as an accessory, but if the 
countermand is not communicated until after the act is done, the 
procurer is liable (o). 

If a person procures another to commit a felony of one kind, and 
the principal knowingly and wilfully commits a felony of another 
kind, the procurer is not liable as an accessory (p). 

If the principal complies in substance with the instigation of the 
accessory, but makes some variation in circumstances of time or 
place or in the manner of execution, the accessory is liable {q). 


drug with the full knowledge of the purpose to which it was to be applied, but 
does not either mediately or immediately administer the drug or cause or intend 
or wish it to be taken, and A. takes the drug in B/s ^eence and dies in 
consequence, B, is not guilty of murder either as a principal or as an accessory 
(Jf2. V. Fretwell (1862), Le. & Oa. 161). In the case of B. v. Dt Marmjt 
[1907] 1 K. B. 388, it was held lhat the editor of a newspaper who 
inserted in his paper advertisements, not obscene themselves, by which he 
knowingly assisted in the sale of obscene books and photographs, was guilty 
of causing and procuring obscene publications to be sold and puDlished. 

(m) 1 Hale, P, 0. 615 ; Bihithe^s Caae(1597), 4 Co. Hep. 43 b. Where manslaughter 
ensues upon a sudden debate or affray, and there is no antecedent design to do 
an unlawful act, it seems that there cannot be an accessory before the fact to the 
manslaughter {ibid,; and see B, v. Taylor (1875), L. E. 2 0. 0. E. 147, ner 
Melloh, J., at p. 148). But if A. aids and abets B. to do an unlawful act, and B. 
does it, and in the furiherance of the unlawful design causes the death of 0. in 
such circumstances that it is manslaughter in B., it seems that A. in such a case 
would be an accessory before the fact to the manslaughter (see Taylor's Case 
(1857), Dears. & B. 288, where the prisoner was convicted of manslaughter, 
although he was absent when the act was done which caused the death). 

a B, V. Parker (1560), 2 Dyer, 186a. B. counselled A., who was with child, to 
er the child when it should be born ; the child was bom and was murdered 
by A. and 0. It was held that B. was liable as an accessory before the fact ; 
although the procurement was before the birth, yet it continued afterwards 
{ibid.; and see B, v. Banks (1873), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 393). 

(o) 1 Hale, P. 0. 618 ; 2 Plowd. 476. 

(p) Post. 369. Thus, if A. commands B. to bum O.'s house, and B. in so 
doing commits a robbery, A., though accessory to the burning, is not accessory to 
the robbery, for ** that is a thing of a distinct and unconsequential nature *’ 
(1 Hale, P. 0. 617 ; 4 Bl. Com. 37). So if A. counsels B. to steal the goo^ of 0. on 
the road, and B. breaks into O.’s house and steals them there, A. is accessory to 
the stealing, but not accessory to the breaking into the house, because it is a 
felony of another kind ^ Plowd. 475; 1 Hale, P. 0. 617). A., wishing to get rid of 
his wue B., consulted 0., who advised him io poison her and supplied poison for 
^at purpose ; A., in the absence of 0., gave me poison to B., who did not take 
it but gave it to D., who took it and died ; it was held that 0. was not an 
accessory to the murder of D. {Saunders' Case (1576), 2 Plowd. 473). 

(5) Thus if A. advises B. to murder 0. by poison and B. kills 0. by any other 
means, or if A. commands or advises B. to murder 0. at one place and 0. 
commits the murder at another place, A. will be liable as an accessory, for the 
murder of 0. was the object principally in contemplation (Post. 369, 370; 
2 Hawk. P. C., c. 29, s. 20 ; Bacon, Maxims, Beffula 16). If A. counsels B. to 
•teal goods in Q.’s house, but not to break into it, and B. does break into the 
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Where the principal goes beyond the terms of the instigation, 
yet if the advice or order of the instigator is substantially followed 
or obeyed, and the felony committed was a probable consequence of 
what was ordered or advised, the person giving the order or advice 
is an accessory to that felony (?•). 

533. A person who, knowing a felony to have been committed by 
another, receives, relieves, comforts, or aids the felon in any way, 
either to assist in the disposing of the proceeds of the crime or to 
hinder his being apprehended or tried or suffering punishment, is 
an accessory after the fact(«). 


house, Be7nble A. is accessory to the breaking (Bacon, Maxims, Regula 16) ; but 
see note (jo), p. 254, ante. 

(r) Fost. 370 j see Varices v. PrMco« (1869), L. E. 4 Exch. 169,|jer Byles, J., at 
p. 182. Thus if A. advise B. to rob C., and in committing the robbery B. kills 

O. , in such circumstances that the killing of 0. is in the ordinary course of things 
the probable consequence of the robbery, A. is accessory to the murder of 0. ; or 
if A. advises B. to burn C.’s house, and B. burns the house and the flames take 
hold of D.’s house and burn it, A. is accessory to the burning of D.’s house 
(Fost. 370; see 1 Bussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 175; and Vatlcea v. Prescott^ 
supra, per Byles, J., at p. 182). Where A. told B. a scandalous story of 0. 
with the intent that B. should publish it in a newspaper, and B. published the 
story and added comments of his own, it was held that A. was liable as an 
accessoiy for the publication of the whole libel (E. v. Cooper (1846), 8 Q. B. 633 ). 

(s) 1 Hale, P. 0. 618 ; 4 Bl. Com. 37. This applies to statutory felonies as 
well as to felonies at common law, although the statute creating the felomr says 
nothing of accessories (1 Hale, P. C. 613 ; but see 1 Hale, P. 0. 614 ; 2 Hawk. 

P. C., c. 29, s. 14). A person is an accessory after the fact who advises or assists a 
felon in his escape, or harbours and conceals in his house a felon under pursuit 
(2 Hawk. P. C., c. 29, s. 26; 1 Hale, P. 0. 618, 619; 4 Bl. Com. 38; R. v. 
Lee (1834), 6 C. & P. 536). At common law the mere receipt of stolen goods by 
a person who knew that they were stolen did not of itself make such a person 
an accessory after the fact to the larceny, but if a person knowing that goods 
were stolen received them from a thief to keep for him, or to facilita^ his escape 
or to furnish him with supplies, then such person was an accessory after the fact 
(1 Hale, P. C. 619). But now the receipt of stolen goods by a person who knows 
that they were stolen is a substantive lelony in certain cases (see p. 676, post) ; 
but there are still some cases in which a person who receives stolen property 
can only be prosecuted for a common law misdemeanour as an accessory after the 
fact (E. V. Payne, [1906] 1 K. B. 97, C. C. B. ; and p. 680, post). Whoever rescues 
a felon from an arrest or supplies him with the means of breaking prison and 
escaping, or, senibh, opposes the apprehension of a felon, is an accessory after the 
fact (1 Hale, P. 0. 619, 621 ; 2 Hawk. P. 0., o. 29, s. 2"^; but one who merely 
suffers the felon to escape is not an accessory (1 Hale, P. 0. 619), nor one who 
relieves or maintains a fmon who is bailed or gives medical aid to a felon or assists 
him in his trial (1 Hale, P. C. 332, 620). A man may be an accessory after the fact 
by receiving one who was accessory before, as well as by receiving the principal 
(2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 29, s. 1) j and a man may be acoessoir after the fact to a larceny 
of his own goods or to a robbery on mmself by harbouring or concealing 
the thief or assisting in his escape (Fost. 123). To substantiate a charge of 
receiving a felon, it must be proved that the party charged did some act to assist 
the felon personally. Being found in possession of a sum of money derived from 
the disposal of property stolen by the felon is not enough, if there is nothing 
to show that the party charged received any of the stolen property or did any- 
thing to assist the felon personally (R. v. Chappie (1840), 9 0. & P. 355). Where 
A. stole a banknote, andB., knowing of the theft, made an unsuccessful attempt 
to change the note, and A. went to a shop to purchase some goods in payment 
for which he tendered the note, B. waiting outside, it was held that this was 
evidence of B.’s comforting and assisting A,, as B. helped A. to get rid of the 
note apd thus evade justice (B. v, Butter fidd (1843), 1 Oox, Q. 0. 39)* But the 
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Bbot. B. a person who assists a felon is not an accessory after the fact, 
Degrees of unless such person had notice, either express or implied, of the 
Criminal felony having been committed (a). 

Liability. Unless the felony is complete at the time when the assistance is 
given, the person who gives the assistance is not an accessory after 
the fact to the completed felony (2»). 

A wife cannot be an accessory after the fact to a felony committed 
by her husband, as she is not bound to discover the crime of her 
husband (c). But a husband may be an accessory to his wife’s felony 
by assisting her(d). 

Treason. 634. A person who receives or assists a traitor with knowledge 

that be is a traitor is a principal and not an accessory (e). 


Indictment 
etc. of 
principals in 
second 
degree. 


535. A principal in the second degree or an accessory before the 
fact is generally liable to the same punishment as a principal in 
the first degree (/). 

A principal in the second degree may be convicted, although the 


assistance which makes a person an accessory after the fact must tend to prevent 
the principal felon from being brought to justice ifR, v. Lee (1834), 6 0. & P. 
636). If A. commits the offence of sending a letter to B. demanding money 
with menaces, and 0. after the letter has been sent assists A. in the attempt 
to obtain money from B., eemhle 0. is not an accessory to the felony of sending 
the letter ; the felony was complete when the letter was sent, and 0., by assist- 
ing in the attempt to obtain money,' does not aid A. in concealing, or even in 
carrying out the felony which had been completed (R, v. Hansill (1849), 3 
Oox, 0. 0. 697). If a person employs an intermediate agent to receive and assist 
a felon, the receipt is the act of the employer and makes him an accessory 
after the fact, even if he does not see the felon (7?. v. Jarvie (1837), 2 Mood. & 
E. 40). 

{a\ 2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 29, s. 32. 

(h) Thus, if A. wounds B. mortally, and after the wound given, but before 
B.*s death, 0., with knowledge of the wounding, assists A., 0. is not an 
aocessoiy after the fact to the homicide (2 Hawk. P, 0., o. 29, s. 35 ; 4 Bl. Com. 
38) ; but eemhle he might be an accessory to the felony of maliciously wounding 
with intent to murder or to do grievous bodily harm ( 1 Bussell on Ckimes, 6th ed. , 
179), 

(c) 2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 29, s. 34; 1 Hale, P. 0. 47, 621. 

(d) 1 Hale, P. 0. 621. 

(e) Post. 345 ; R. v. 2'racy (1703), 6 Mod. Rej). 30. But such a person is of the 
nal^re of an accessory, and the inaictment against him alleges the receipt of the 
traitor as the overt act, and formerly the receiver could not be found guilty 
until the principal traitor had been oonyicted (Post. 345). The coLviotion of 
Lady Alice Lisle for receiving a traitor was reversed by Act of Parh anient on 
the ground that at the time of her conviction the principal traitor had not been 
convicted (see Liele^e [Lady Alice) Caee (1686), 11 State Tr. 298, at p. 381) ; and 
qucere whether anyone could even now be found guilty of treason foi assisting 
or receiving a traitor, unless the principal traitor has been convicted, for the 
Accessories and Abettors Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 94), s. 3 (see p. 257, po6f), 
only applies to an accessory to a felony, and, although the word felony ” 
sometimes includes treason (see 4 BL Com. 91), it does not seem to do so in this 
Act, for there are no accessories in treason. 

(/) B. V. Gogeily (1818), Buss. & By. 343, 0. 0. B. ; and see Unlawful Oaths 
Act, 1797 (37 Geo 3, o. 123), s. 3; TJniawful Oaths Act, 1812(52 Geo. 3, c. 104), 
s. 4 ; Piracy Act, ^ 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. o. 88), s. 4 ; Treason Felony Act, 
1848 (11 & 12 Viot. 0 . 12), s. 8 ; LarotoyAct, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, o, 96), s. 98 ; 
Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 vici o. 97), s. 56 ; Forgery A^, 1861 
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principal in the first degree is not joined in the indictment or has 
not been convicted (g). 

Neither a principal in the second degree nor an accessory can be 
convicted of felony, unless it is proved that a principal felony has 
been committed (/i). 

636 . An accessory before the fact to a felony may be indicted, 
tried,^ convicted and punished in all respects as if he were a 
principal felon (t). 

Every accessory before the fact to a felony is guilty of a felony. 
He may be indicted and convicted as an accessory before the fact to 
the principal felony, together with the principal felon or after the 
conviction of the principal felon ; or he may be indicted and con- 
victed of a substantive felony, whether the principal felon has or has 
not been previously convicted or is or is not amenable to justice O'). 

The punishment of an accessory before the fact is the same, 


(24 & 26 Viet. 0 . 98), s. 49 ; Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), 
fi. 35 ; Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict c. 100), s. 67. 

{g) E. V. Wallia (1703), 1 Salk. 334; E. v. TayZor (1785), 1 Leach, 360; E. v. 
Towle (1816), Euss. & Ey. 314. 

{h) M^DanieVe Case (1765), 19 State Tr. 745, 801 ; E. v. Johmon (1841), 
Car. & M. 218 ; E, v. Turrwr (1832), 1 Mood. 0. C. 347, 0. C. E. ; E, v. Gregory 
(1867), L. E. 1 C. 0. E. 77. A person who incites another to commit a felony, 
when no felony is committed, is guilty of a misdemeanour (see infra) » 

(i) Accessories and Abettors Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 94), s. 1 ; see also s. 6. 
This Act applies to accessories before the fact to any felony, whether it be a felony 
at common law or by virtue of any Act “ passed or to be passed,” S. 1 of the 
Act of 1861 is a re-enactment of s. 1 of the Criminal Procedure Act, 1848 (11 & 
12 Viet. c. 46), and applies to murder as well as to other felonies {E, v. Chadwick 
(1860), Greaves’ Orinunal Laws Consolidation Acts, 2nd ed., p. 20). An accessory 
before the fact may now be indicted for and convicted of the principal felony 
(E. V. Hughes (1860), BeU, C. C. 242; E. v. Chadwicky supra; E, v. James 
(1890), 24 Q. B. D. 439, 0. 0. E.), although the principal has been acquitted 
[E, V. Hughes, supra). 

(j) Accessories and Abettors Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 94), s. 2. This 
section applies both to a felony at common law and to any statutory felony 
{ibid,), but only where a person procures or incites another to commit a felony 
and a felony is actually conunitted. If a person incites another to commit a 
felony and no felony is committed, the offence is a misdemeanour and not a 
felony {E, v. Gregory (1867), L. E, 1 0. 0. E. 77). The section makes being an 
accessory before the fact to a felony a substantive felony. The effect of the 
section is that an accessory before the fact may be indicted as such either 
along with the principal felon or after the principal felon has been convicted, or 
he may be indicted alone, although the person charged as the principal felon 
has not been convicted or is not amenable to justice (see E. v. Wallace (1841), 
2 Mood. 0. 0. 200, decided upon the corresponding provision of the Criminal 
Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 9); E. v. Ashmall (1840), 9 0. & P. 236, is 
inconsistent witn E. v. Wallace, supra, and, it seems, is not law. But if a 
person is indicted as an accessory before the fact and it turns out that he was 
in fact a principal, he should, it seems, be acquitted {E. v. Brown (1878), 14 
Cox. 0. 0. 144; and see E. v. Gordon (1789), 1 Leach, 616. The better course 
in all oases of accessories before the fact to a felony is, it seems, to indict ^em 
as principalB (see E. v. James (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 439, 0. 0. E.). If A. is indicted 
as me prmcipal felon and B. as an occessoiy before the fact, and A. is found guilty 
of a misdemeanour and B. of aiding and abetting him, this amounte to a verdict 
that B. and 0. axe principals, as there are no accessories in misdemeanours 
(E. V. Hapgood (1870), L. B. 1 0. 0. B. 221 ; B. v. Waudhy, [1896] 2 G. B, 
482, 0. 0. K.). Bee fu^er, as to the trial of accessories, Accessones and Abettors 
^ 1861 (24 & 26 Viet, a 94), ss. 6, 7, 9. 


SSOT. 8. 

Degrees of 
Criminal 
LiabiUty. 


Indictment 
etc. of 
aocessorr 
before the 
fact 



268 


Criminal Law and Procedure. 


SBCT. 8. 

Degrees of 
Crlmixial 
Liabmty. 

Indictment 
etc. of 
acoesBory 
after the 
fact. 


Accomplices 
in mis- 
demeanour. 


Attempt to 
commit a 
crime. 


whether he is convicted of a substantive felony or is convicted as 
an accessory (fc). 

637. An accessory after the fact to a felony is guilty of felony ( 1 ) ; 
he may be indicted and convicted either as an accessory after the 
fact to the principal felony together with tho principal felon, or 
after the conviction of the principal felon ; or he may be indicted 
and convicted of a substantive felony, whether the principal felon 
has or has not been previously convicted, or is or is not amenable 
to justice (m). 

An accessory after the fact to murder is liable to be kept in 
penal servitude for life, or for any term not less than three years, 
or to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding two years with or 
without hard labour (n). 

An accessory after the fact to any other felony, except where 
there is some other punishment specially provided, is liable to be 
imprisoned for any term not exceeding two years with or without 
hard labour (o). 

538. Any person who aids, abets, counsels, or procures the 
commission of any misdemeanour is to be tried, indicted, and 
punished as a principal offender (p). 

Sub-Seot. 3 . — Attempt to commit a Crime* 

639. Every attempt to commit a felony or a misdemeanour, 
whether such felony or misdemeanour is created by statute or is an 
offence at common law, is itself a crime (g). 


(fc) See note (y), p. 257, anit. 

(l) Accessories and Abettors Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 94), s. 3. 

(m) Ibid, This section applies both to any felony at common law and 
to any statutory felony (ibid*). The substantive felony of which an accessory 
after the fact can be convicted is that of being an accessory after the fact. A 
person who is indicted as a principal to a felony cannot be found guilty of 
being an accessory after the fact to the felony ; the indictment must charge 
him with being an accessory after the fact (B* v. Fallon (18621, Le. & Oa. 
217). If a person is indicted as a principal for murder ana others are 
indicted as accessories after the fact, and the principal is found guilty of 
manslaughter, the accessories may also be found guilty and convicted of 
manslaughter (if, v. Richards (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 311, 0. 0. B.). 

(n) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 100), s. 67. 

(o) Accessories and Abettors Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 94), s. 4. Imprison- 
ment with or without hard labour for a period not exceeding two years is also 
the punishment fixed for accessories after the fact in offences under the Piracy 
Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 88), s. 4; Treason Felony Act, 1848 (11 & 12 
Viet. c. 12), s. 8 ; Larceny Act, 1861 (21 & 26 Viet. c. 96), s. 98 ; Malicious 
Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 66 ; Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet. c. 98), 8. 49 ; Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 99), s. 35 ; 
Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 100), s. 67 (except in 
cases of murder, see supra). 

{p) Accessories and Abettors Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viot. c. 94), s. 8 ; and see 
Summa^ Jurisdiction Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 43), s. 5. This is only a 
declaration of the common law (Ben/ord v. Sim$t [1898] 2 Q. B. 641 ; Du Cros v. 
Lambaume, [1907] 1 K. B. 40 ; E. v. De Mamy, [1907] 1 K. B. 388, 0. 0. K). 
SemblCf s. 8 of the Accessories and Abettors Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 94), 
only applies where the misdemeanour which is counselled etc. is actually 
committed (if. v. Gregory (1867), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 77). 

(q) if. V. Scq^ld (1784), Oald. Mag. Cas. at p. 402 ; if. v. Roderick (1837), 7 
0. « P. 795 ; if. v. Martin (1840), 9 0. & P. 215 ; E. v. Chapman (1849), 1 Den- 
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Any overt act immediately connected with the commission of an 
offence, and forming part of a series of acts which if not interrupted 
or frustrated would, if the offence could be committed, end in the 
commission of the actual offence, is, if done with a guilty intent, an 
attempt to commit the offence (r), whether the offence which is 
attempted is one that could or could not have been committed (s). 

Merely to make preparations for the commission of an offence is 
not to attempt to commit the offence. An act, in order to be a 
criminal attempt, must be immediately, and not remotely, connected 
with and directly tending to the commission of an offence (<)• 


432. The attempt is a misdemeanour at common law’, unless it has been made 
a statutory felony or a statutory misdemeanour. The following are statutory 
felonies : To administer poison etc. with intent to commit murder, Offences 
against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 100), ss. 14, 15 (see p. 593, post) ; 
to shoot at any person or attempt to discharge loaded arms with intent to 
maim etc., ibid,, s. 8 (see p. 600, post) ; to attempt to choke etc. with 
intent to commit an indictable offence (see p. 602, post); to attempt to sot 
Qre to a building etc. in such circumstances that it would be felony if the 
building etc. were set fire to, Mahoious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. o. 97), 
68. 8, 18, 26, 27, 44 (see p. 773, post). The followinff are statutory misde- 
meanours: To attempt to conceal the birth of a chila. Offences against the 
Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 100), s. 60 (see p. 698, post) ; to attempt to 
commit an unnatural offence, ibid,, s. 62 (see p. 639, post) ; to attempt to have 
unlawful carnal knowledge of a girl under sixteen. Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 69), ss. 4, 6 (1) (see p. 615, post) ; to attempt to 
injure post oflSce letter-boxes, Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 61. 
An attempt to commit suicide is a misdemeanour at common law ; it is not 
an attempt to commit murder within the Offences against the Person Act, 
1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 100), s. 15 (R, v. Doody (1854), 6 Cox, 0. C. 463). On any 
indictment charging a person with committing an offence t-iO jury may find the 
defendant guil^ of an attempt to commit that offence (Criminal Procedure Act, 
1861 (14 & 16 Vict. c. 100), s. 9 ; and see McPherson's Case (1857), Dears. & B. 
197). As to the punishment of a common law misdemeanour, see p. 410, 
post, 

(r) R, V. EagUton (1855), Dears. C. C, 615; R. v. Taylor (1859), 1 F. & F. 
511 ; R. V. Cheeseman (1862), Le. & Ca. 140; R, v. Linntker, [1906] 2 K. B. 99, 

0. 0. E. 

(s) Thus, if a person tries to pick someone’s pocket, he is guilty of an 
attempt to steal, though there is nothing in the pocket {R, v. Ring (1892), 61 
L. J. (m. 0.) 116, C. 0. E., overruling R, v. Collins (1864), Le. & Ca. 471; 
see R, V. Brown (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 357, C. C. E. ; R, v. Williams, [1893J 1 Q. B. 
320, C. C. E.). If a woman, believing that she is with child and that she is taking 
a noxious thing, does, with intent to procure abortion, take a thing which is 
in fact harmless, she is guilty of an attempt to procure abortion {R, v. Drown 
(1899), 63 J. P. 790). 

(<) Thus, it is not an attempt to commit an offence to procure the means to 
commit the offence, when such procuring is a neutral act and may be of an 
innocent nature, e,g,, to buy matches for the sake of setting fire to a house is 
not an attempt to bum the house, but to light a match for the purpose of 
setting fire to a house might be a criminal attempt {R, v. Taylor (1859), 1 
F, & F. 511). For a person to have in his possession the means of committing 
a crime, even though ne has the intent to commit it, is not of itself an offenco 
at common law ; thus, it is not an offence at common law to have possession of 
obscene prints with intent to sell them, or of counterfeit coin with intent to 
utter it, or of coining instruments for the purpose of coining (i?. v. Heath 
(1810), Euss. & By, 184 ; R. v. Stewart (1814), Euss. & Ky. 288 (dis- 
approving of R, V. Sutton (1736), Lee temp. Hard. 370); Dugdaley, R, (1853), 
Dears. 0. 0. 64). To have possession of counterfeit coin or of coining mstruments 
is in certain cases a statutory offence (see p. 516, mst). As to keeping obscene 
pubbcations for purpose of sale, see now Obspene Publicivtiops Act, 1857 (30 4 31 
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640 . It is a crime for one person to incite or solicit or provoke 
another to commit a crime, although no crime is actually committed ; 
such an incitement or soliciting or provoking is a form of attempting 
to commit a crime (a). 


Sub-Sect. ^.’—Conspiracy, 


Conspiracy^ 541. If two or more persons agree together to do something 
contrary to law, or wrongful and^ harmful towards another 
person, or to use unlawful means in the carrying out of an 
object not otherwise unlawful, the persons who so agree commit 
the crime of conspiracy (6). So long as the design to do such 


Viet. c. 83), 8. 1. But it is an offence at common law to obtain and procure 
obscene prints with intent to sell them, or base coin with Intent to utter it, or 
coining instruments with intent to make counterfeit coin (Dugdale v. i?. 
^1853), Dears. 0. 0. 61; Faller^s Case (1816), Russ, & By. 308; R. v. Roberts 
(1855), Dears. 0. 0. 639) ; and, semhle^U) have possession of such things maybe 
evidence of procuring them {FulleFs Case^ supra). To deliver poison to an a^nt 
with directions to him to cause it to be administered in such circumstances &at, 
if it were administered, the agent would have been the sole principid felon, 
is an attempt to cause poison to be administered, which, if done with a guilty 
intent, is made criminal by the Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet. c. 100), 8. 14. As to attempts to discharge loaded firearms, see R. v. 8t. 
George (1840), 9 0. & P. 483 ; R. v. Lewis (1840), 9 C. & P. 623; R, v. Brown 
(1883), 10 Q. B. D, 381, 0, 0. E. ; R. v. Duckworth, [1892] 2 Q. B. 83, 0. 0. B. ; 
jR, V. Linneker, [1906] 2 K. B. 99, 0. 0. B., and p. 600, post. 

(а) R. V. Higgins (1801), 2 East, 6 ; J?. v. Quau (1866), 4 F. & F. 1076 ; B, v. 

Ransford (1874), 13 Cox, 0. 0. 9, 0. 0. B. ; R, v. De Kromme (1892), 17 Oox, 
0, 0. 492, 0. 0. R, ; and see Hicks* Case (1618), Hob. 216 ; R, v. Johnson (1678), 
2 Show. 1 ; i?. V. Scofield (1784), Cald. Mag. Cas. 397, 400 ; R. v. Darby 
(1702), 7 Mod. Bep. 101 ; R. v. Vaughan (1769), 4 Burr. 2494. If a felony 
is actually committed, the person who incites is guilty of a felony as an 
accessory (see p. 253, ante). If a misdemeanour is committed, the person who 
incites is guilty of the misdemeanour as a principal. To incite to commit 
a felony, when no felony is committed, is generally a common law mis- 
demeanour (7?. V. Gregory L. B. 1 0. 0. B. 77). Incitement to mutiny 

is a statutory felony (Incitement to Mutiny Act, 1797 (37 Geo. 3, c. 70), s. 1; 
see p. 464, post). The following are statutory misdemeanours : To incite to 
murder (Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 4 ; see 
p. 696, mst ) ; to incite to commit a crime punishable under the Post Office Act, 
1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48) (see s. 69) ; to incite to commit an offence under the Official 
Secrets Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet. c. 62) (see s. 3). To constitute the offence of 
inciting or soliciting there must be a communication which reaches some person 
whom the offender wishes to incite or solicit {R. v. Krause (1902), 66 J. P. 121). 
It is not necessary that the mind of the person whom it is sought to reach should 
be in any way influenced {ibid.) ; but if a communication is sent with a view to 
solicit or incite, and does not reach the person for whom it is intended, the 
person sending it is guilty of the misdemeanour of attempting to solicit or incite 

V. Ransford (1874), 13 ^x, 0. 0. 9 ; B. v; Banks (1873), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 393; 
R. Y. Krause, eupra\ The offence of inciting or soliciting to commit a crime 
may be committ^ by publishing the incitement or solicitation in a new^per 
adc&essed to the publio in general (B. v. Most (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 244, 0, 0. B. ; 
B. Y. Brown (1899), 63 J. P. 790). If the person who incites believes that a crime 
can be accompliwed by certain means, he commits the crime of inciting, 
although the commission of the crime in the manner proposed is impossible (^. 
V. Brown, supra). A. girl who is of such an age that unlawful camad know- 
ledge of her is a crime (see p. 615, post) does not commit any criminal 
offence in inciting a male^rson to have unlawful carnal knowledge of her 
(B. Y. TymB, [1894] 1 Q. B. 710, 0. 0. B.). 

(б) Quinn v. Leathern, [1901] A, 0. 495, per -Lord BniJCPTON, at p. 528; 
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an act rests in intention only it is not criminal, but as soon as 
two or more agree to carry it into effect, then their act becomes 
punishable (c). 

The gist of the offence lies in the bare engagement and associa- 
tion to do an unlawful thing (i.e., a thing contrary to or forbidden 
by law), whether such thing be criminal or not (d), and whether 
any act other than the engagement or association be done by the 
conspirators or not (e). 

An act which would not be criminal if done by one person may 


O^Oonnell v. i2. (1 844), 11 01. & Fin. 155, H. L., per Tindal, O.J., at p. 233 ; It. v. 
Aepinall (1876), 2 Q. B. D. 48, 0. A., per Beett, J., at p. 58 ; Mulcahy v. B, 
(1868), L. E. 3 H. L. 306, ©er WtLLBS, J., at p. 317; B. v. Parnell (1881), 14 
Cox, 0. 0. 508 (we stat. 33 Edw. 1 {Ordinacio de Conspiratcnhus)), An agree- 
ment which is immoral or against public policy or in restraint of trade, or 
otherwise of such a character that the courts will not enforce it, is not neces- 
sarily a conspiracy. An agreement, to be a conspiracy, must be to do that which 
is contrary to or forbidden by law, as to violate a legal right or make use of 
imlawful methods, such as fraud or violence, or to do what is criminal (see Mogul 
Steamship Co, v. McGregor ^ Oow d: Co,^ [1892] A. 0. 25, per Lord Halsbuey, at 
p. 39 ; and see per Lord Beamwell, at p. 46 ; v. AspinalU supra, per 
Beett, J., at p. 59 ; compare R, v. Seward (1834), 1 Ad. & El. 706). It 
was said ^ Lord Ellenboeotjgh, 0. J., in pronoimcing the judgment of the 
Court of King’s Bench in B, y. Turner (1811), 13 East, 228, at p. 231, that a 
conspiracy to commit a mere civil trespass, e.g., to go and sport upon another 
person’s ground, is not an indictable onence. The decision in B, v. Turner was 
disapproved of in B, v. Rowlands (1851), 17 Q. B. 671, Lord Campbell, C.J., 
at p. 686, on the ground that the facts in B, v. Turner amounted to a con- 
spiracy to commit an indictable offence, but in B, v. Rowlands, supra, no 
opinion was expressed on the dictum of Lord Ellbnboeotjgh. If a conspiracy 
causes dama^ to the person against whom it is directed, such person has a 
civil remedy oy action (see Savile v. Roberts (1698), 1 Ld. Eaym. 374, and Mogul 
Steamship Co, v. McOr^or, Gow & Co,, supra, at p. 46). After the passing of the 
Conspiracy and Protection of Proper^ Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 86) (see s. 3), 
the law was different in regard to actions and prosecutions with respect to trade 
combinations ; and an action for conspiracy might be brought where an indict- 
ment could not be brought {Quinn v. Leathern, [1901] A. C. 495) ; but this is no 
longer so (see Trade Disputes Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 47), s, 1). 

(c) Mulcahy v. R,, supra. The overt act in such a case consists of the agree- 
ment of the conspirators, which is an act in advancement of the intention 
which each of them has conceived in his mind {Mulcahy v. R,, supra, at p. 328). 
A conspiracy to commit treason is therefore an overt act sufficient to support 
an indictment for treason {Mulcalw v. R., supra), 

{d) Savile v. Robots (1698), 1 Ld. Eaym. 374 ; B, v. Spragg (1760), 2 Burr. 
993 ; Leith v. Pope (1780), 2 Wm. Bl. 1327, at p. 1329 ; Mogul Steamship Co, v. 
McGregor, Gow A Co, (1889), 23 Ql B. D. 598, 0. A., per BoWEE, L.J., at p. 616, 
“ Certain kinds of conduct not crimmal in one individual may become criminal if 
done W combination among several ; see also B, v. Warburton (1870), L. E. 1 
0. 0. K. 274, per OooKBUEN, O.J., at p. 276; B, v. Orman (1880), 14 Cox, 0. 0. 
381; Mogul &eamship Co, y, McGregor, Gow ds Co,, [1892] A. 0. 25, jper Lord 
Halsbxtey, L.C., at p. 38, and per Lord Beamwell, at p. 45. But in all such 
oases there must exist either an ultimate object of m^ce, or wrong, or wrongful 
means of execution involving elements of injury to the public or negativing the 
pursuit of a lawful object {Mogul Steamship Co, y, McGregor, Gow db Co,, supra, 
per Lord Field, at p. 52). No agreement or combination by two or more persons 
to do or procure to oe done any act in contemplation and furtherance of a trade 
dispute between employers ana workmen is indictable as a conspiracy, if such act 
committed by one person would not be jpuniidiable as a crime (Con^iracy and 
Protection of Property Act, 1875 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 86), s. 3 ; and see Trade Disputes 
Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, o. 47), ss. 1, 5, and title Trade and Trade Unions). See 
p. 563, post, 

(e) Cr Connell y, R, (1844), 11 OL & Fin. 155, L, 
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be criminal if done by two or more in combination. But there 
is no conspiracy unless either the object of the combination is 
unlawful in the sense of being contrary to or forbidden by law, or 
illegal methods are resorted to in carrying it out(/). 

A conspiracy to commit a crime is criminal, whether the crime 
is or is not committed (^), and whether the crime is punishable on 
indictment or on summary conviction (k), 

A person may be guilty of conspiracy with others to commit a 
crime, althongb he himself could not be found guilty of the crime 
whicn ne has conspired to commit (i). 

642. A conspiracy to prevent, obstruct, pervert, or defeat the 
course of public justice is criminal (fc). So is a conspiracy to raise 
discontent and disaffection among the subjects of the King ; or to 
stir up jealousies, hatred, and ill-will between different classes of 
the King’s subjects ; or to promote amongst the King’s subjects in 
one part of the United Kingdom feelings of ill-will and hostility 


(/) Mogul Steamship Co. v. McQregor, Qow db Co», [1892] A. 0. 25, per 
Lord Watson, at p. 41. 

(g) See B, v. G* Donnell (1848), 7 State Tr. (n. 8.) 638 ; R. v. Deasy (1883), 16 
Cox, 0. 0. 334 (conspiracy to commit treason); R, v. O' Connell (1844), 5 
State Tr. (n. s.) 2 (conspiracy to make seditions speeches and issue seditious 
publications) ; R> v. Ilolberry (184(n, 4 State Tr. (n. 8.) 1347 (conspiracy to 
create a breach of the peace) ; R. v. Vonper (1843), 4 State Tr. (n. 8.) 1249 (con- 
spiracy to cause riots); R, v. Forbes (1823), 2 State Tr. (n. b.) 939 (conspiracy 
to assemble riotously) ; R, v. Serjeant Q826), By. & M. 352 (conspiracy to pro- 
cure the swearing of a false oath) ; R, v. O'Connell (1831), 2 State Tr. (n. 8.) 
629 (cong)iraoy to hold a meeting prohibited by a proclamation made unaer an 
Act of Parliament ; R, v. Wcucefield (1827), 2 Lew. C. 0. 1 (conspiracy to 
abduct a female) ; R, v. Qrey {Lord) (1682), 9 State Tr. 127 ; R. v. Duguid (1906), 
76 L. J, (k. b.) 470, 0. 0. B. (conspiracy to remove a girl under age from the 
custody of a person who has lawful charge of her) ; and see Wade v. Broughton 
(1814), 3 Yes. & B. 172 ; R, v. Whitchurch (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 420, C. C. B. 
(conspiracy to administer drugs to a woman with intent to procure abortion). 
A conspiracy to commit treason may be charged as a substantive offence, or 
may be laid as an overt act (/?. v. O'Donnell (1848), 7 State Tr. (n. s.) 638 ; 
Mulcahy v. R. (1868),L. B. 3 H. L. 306; R, v. Davitt (1870), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 676). 
Some conspiracies hpe been made express statutory offences, e.jr., a con^iracy 
to commit murder is a statutory misdemeanour (Offences agamst the Person 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 100), s. 4 ; see p. 595, post)] a conspiracy to cause 
an explosion of a nature likely to endanger life is a statutory felony (Explosive 
Substances Act, 1883 (46 Yict c. 3), s. 3). As to a conspiracy to pervert and 
obstruct the due course of justice, see p. 600, post, 

{h) R, V. Pollman (1809), 2 Camp. 229; R, v. Whitchurch (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 
420, C. C. B. 

(t) Thus, a woman who, believing herself to be but not actually being with 
child, conspires with others to administer drugs to herself or to use instruments 
on hei’self with intent to procure abortion, may be convicted of a conspiracy to 
procure abortion, although the woman by herself could not be guilty of pro- 
curing abortion, as she was not with child and did not come within the Offences 
against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict, c. 100), s. 58 {R. v. Whitchurch 
(1890), 24 Q. B. D. 420, C. C. B.). So, although the mother of a child may^not 
be prosecuted under the Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. 
0 . 100), 8. 56, for taking her child out of the possession of a person having the 
lawful charge of the child, yet she may be indicted for conspiracy with someone 
else to take the child out of the possession of such person (B. v. (1906), 75 

L. J. (k. B.) 470, 0. 0. B. ; R, v. tfrossmant Ex parte Chetioynd (1908), 98 L. T. 760 ; 
see also R. v. Wakefield (1827), 2 Lew. 0, 0. 1 ; R. v. Jro^(1864), 4 F. & F. 68). 

(k) Seep. 500, pwf. v / 
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towards the King’s subjects in another part of the United Kingdom ; 
or to diminish the confidence of the King’s subjects of any part of 
his dominions in the general administration of the law in that 
part ; or to bring into hatred and disrespect the tribunals established 
in any part of the King’s dominions for the administration of 
justice (Z). 

643 . The gist of the offence of criminal conspiracy may consist in 
the agreement to do an act contrary to public morals or decency, 
although such act may not of itself be criminal if done by only one 
person (m). 

A conspiracy to cheat and defraud is criminal, even though the 
act which it is agreed to do is not criminal if done by one person (n). 

A combination to injure a person without just cause or excuse is a 
criminal conspiracy (o). 


(1) 0^ Connelly. R. (1844), 11 01. & Fin. 155, H. L.,per Tindal, C.J., at p. 234. 
See R. V. Vincent (1839), 9 0. & P. 91. In Vertm v. Clive {Lord) (1769), 4 Burr, 
2472, it was held that a conspiracy among the officers in the army of the East India 
Company to resign their commissions together was criminal. It is criminal for 
two or more persons to combine to obtain money as a reward for procuring 
from the Government the appointment of a person to a post in tne public 
service {R. v. Pollman (1809), 2 Camp. 229). But an indictment will not lie 
against members of either House of Psirliament for a conspiracy to make false 
statements in the House of which they are members ; such statements are on 
the same footing as speeches delivered in Parliament by members, which cannot 
be the foundation of any legal proceedings out of Poihament {Ex parte Wason 
(1869), L. R. 4 Q. B. 573). 

{m) E.g.y to conspire to prevent the burial of a body {R. v. Young (1784), 4 
Wentworth’s Pleadings, 219, cited in R. v. Lpnn (1788), 2 Term Rep. 734); 
to bring about a marriage by the use of violence, threats, contrivance or 
some sinister means {R. v. Seward (1834), 1 Ad. & El. 706) ; to procure 
a woman to become a prostitute {R. v. Howell (1864), 4 F. & F. 160); to 
procure a woman to have illicit connection with a man {R. v. Delaval (1763), 
3 Burr. 1434; R. v. Qrey (Lord) (1682), 9 State Tr. 127; R. v. Meare (1851), 
2 Den. 79). As to the last two kinds of conspiracy see now Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69), ss. 2, 3. 

(n) R.y. TFar5ar^on (1870),L. R. 1 C. C. R. 274, at p. 276; R. v. A8pinall{lS1G)f 
2 ^ B. D. 48, C. A., at p. 59. As to conspiracy to defraud, see p. 708, post. 

{cA R. V. Parnell (1881), 14 Cox, C. C. 508, at p. 513. See Quinn v. Leathemf [1901] 
A. 0. 495, at p. 510 ; Sweeney y. Cootey [1907] A. C., per Lord Lorebuen, L.C., at 
p. 222. A combination by persons engaged in trade to protect and extend their 
trade and increase their profits is not a conspiracy, if no unlawful means are 
employed, although it may result in injury toother persons {Mogul Steamship Co. 
V. McOregoVy Qow & Go., [1892] A. C. 25). But a combination by two or more 
persons without justification or excuse to injure a man in his trade by inducing 
his customers or servants to break their contracts with him or not to deal with him 
or continue in his employment, or a combination of two or more persons without 
justification to injm’e a workman by inducing employers not to employ him or 
not to continue to employ him, is a conspiracy and is punishable {Quinn v. 
Leathern, [1901] A. C. 495 ; Qiblan y. National Amalgamated Labourers* Union of 
Great Britain and Ireland, [190^ 2 K B. 600, C. A. ; Read y. Friendly Society of 
Operative Stonemasons, R 9021 2 K. B. 732, C. A. ; South Wales Miners* Federation 
V. Glamorgan Coal (7o., [1905J A. 0. 239). As to the meaning of just cause and 
excuse,” and as to the difference between a legitimate combination which injures 
another and a criminal combination to injure another, see Mogtd Steamship Co. v. 
McGregor, Gow d? Co. (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 598, C. A., per Bowen, L.J., at p. 616. 
As to trade combinations many of the cases before the Conspiracy and Protection 
of Property Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 86), are no longer authorities (Gibson v. 
Lawson, [1891] 2 Q. B. 545, per Lord Ooleridgb, O.J., at p. 560; and see, too, 
Trade Disputes Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 47), ss. 1, 2, 3). A malicious 
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644. Husband and wife cannot alone commit the crime of 
conspiracy, as they are deemed but one person in law, but they 
may commit the crime of conspiring with others (p). 

545. As the crime of conspiracy involves the agreement of two 
persons, if two persons are tried together for conspiring with one 
another, and there is no charge of conspiring with anyone else, they 
must be both acquitted or both convict^ (5). 

Sxjb-Seot. 5.— -A/Mpmion, 

546. If a person knows of a treason or felony that is being 
planned or committed, or has been committed, and without consent- 
ing to it conceals his knowledge and converts it into a source of 
emolument to himself, he is guilty of misprision of treason or of 
felony, as the case may be (r). 


combination against a trader to min him in his trade is indictable (R. v. 
Sterling (1664), 1 Lev. 125 ; R, v. Cope (1719), 1 Stra. 144 ; R. v. Eccles (i783), . 

1 Leach, 274, but see Mogul Steamship Co. v. McOregor, Cow & Co. (1889), 
23 Q. B. D. 598, 0. A., per Fby, L.J., at p. 632; and as to conspiracies 
affecting trade, see p. 562, post). A oombmation to hiss an actor or to 
danm a play is indictable {Anon. (1768), 1 Bussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 
496; Clifford v. Brandon (1810), 2 Camp. 358, per Mansfield, C.J., at 
pp. 369 and 372 ; Gregory v. Brunswick (VuJce) (1844), 6 Man. & G. 205, 
217, 953, 961 ; 6 Wentworth’s Pleadings ^3). It is criminal to conspire to 
charge a man falsely with being the fattier of a bastard child {R. v. Best (1705), 

2 Ld. Baym. 1167 ; R. v. Ki/mherty (1662), 1 Lev. 62 ; S. 0. suh nom. R. v. 

Timberley (1663), 1 Keb. 254 ; R. v. Armstrona 1 Vent. 304), or to injure 

a man by bringing any false charge against him, whether such charge is of a 
criminal offence or not {R. y. Rispal (1762), 3 Burr. 1320; R. y. Spragg (1760), 

2 Burr. 993) ; but it is lawful to form associations to prosecute felons ana even 
to put laws in force against political offenders {R. v. Murray (1823), Matthews, 
Digest of Oiminal Law, per Abbott, C.J., at p. 90). It is criminal to conspire 
to prefer an indictment for the purpose of extorting money, whether the charge 
be true or false (A.- (7. v. Blood (1680), T. Baym. 417 ; R. v. Kinntrsley (1719), 

1 Stra. 193 ; R, y. Hollingberry (1825), 4 B. & C. 329 ; R. v. Jacobs (1845), 

1 Cox, C. C. 173). The falsity of the charge is only material as showing the 
bona or mala fides of the prosecution {Pippet y. Hearn (1822), 5 B. & Aid. 63-J). 
It is criminal to conspire, with intent to injure a minor and aefraud him of his 
property, to bring about a marriage between him and a common prostitute by 
means of a false oath and false pretences [R. v. Serjeant (1826), By. & M. 352). 
It is a criminal conspiracy for a man and woman to marry in the name of another 
person for the purpose of raising a specious title to the estate of the person whose 
name is assumed (R. y. Robinson (1746), 1 Leach, 37). Semhle, a combination to 
insult and annoy a person is indictable (see Mogul Steamship Co, y. McGregor, 
Gow db Co., [18921 A. C. 25, per Lord Halsbtjet, L.C., at p. 38). According to a 
dictum of Lord Ellbnbokouqh, an indictment will not lie for a conspiracy to 
deprive a man of an office in a trading company which is illegal because not 
incorporated as the law requires (see R. y, Stratton (1809), 1 Camp. 549, n.). 

(p) See 1 Hawk P. C., 0. 72, e. 8 ; B. v. Whitehouse (1852), 6 Cox, Cl. (3. 38. 
But husband and wife may be ^ed for a conspiracy entered into by them before 
marrii^ (B. v. Robinson, supra). 

(?) B. V. Manning (1888), 12 Q. B. D. 241 ; B. v. Plummer, [1902] 2 K. B. 
839 ; and see B. v. Thompson (1851), 16 Q. B. 832. Gne person may singly be 
convicted of conspiring with another person who has not been tned (B. y. 
KinnersUy (1719), 1 Stra. 193 ; B. y. NichoU (1742h 13 East 412, n. ; B. y. Cooke 
(1826), 5 B. & C. 538; B. y. Kenrick (1843), 5 a B, 49; B. y. Aheame (1852), 

2 I. 0. L. E. 381, C. C. B. ; B. y. Bumiid (1906), 75 L. J. (k. b.) 470, 0. 0. B.). 
The other conspirator may be tried afterwai-ds, W if he is acquitted, the first 
conyiction cannot stand (B. y. Cooke eupra; B. y. Plummer, supra), 

(r) As to misprision oi treason, see title Ooksutvtional Law, Vol YL. 
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Part II. — Original Criminal Jurisdictions. 

Sect. 1. — CourU of Ordinary Cnminal Juriidiction. 

547. The courts which exercise ori^al criminal jurisdiction, 
and which administer the ordinary criminal law in England, are the 
following: — (1) The High Court of Parliament; (2) the King’s 
Bench Division of the High Court of Justice ; (8) the Courts of 
Assize and of Oyer and Terminer and General Gaol Delivery; 
(4) the Central Criminal Court ; (5) the Courts of Quarter Sessions 
of the Peace ; (6) the Courts of Justices of the Peace sitting in petty 
sessions. The first four are superior courts ; the remaining two are 
inferior courts. All except the last are courts of record. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — High Court of Parliament. 

' 648. The High Court of Parliament is the supreme court 
in the kingdom, and has power to try great and . enormous 
offenders,” whether lords or commoners, by the process of 
impeachment. 

In impeachment the House of Commons, acting as the most 
solemn grand inquest of the kingdom, presents the offender for 
trial by the House of Lords, who sit as judges under the presidency 
of the Lord High Steward, if a peer is impeached, or of the Lord 
Chancellor or Speaker of the House of Lords, if a commoner is 
impeached (tt)* 

The trial is conducted by managers appointed by the House of 
Commons, who draw up articles of impeachment ; the trial is 
governed by the general principles of the criminal law, but matters of 
procedure are determined by the law of Parliament (v). 


p. 353, and R, v. ThistJewood (1820), 33 State Tr, 681, per Abbott, O.J., at p. 690 ; 
Trials of th$ Regicides (1660), 5 State Tr. 947, at p. 985 ; R, v. (1662), 
6 State Tr. 226, n,; R,y. Wakot (1683), 9 State Tr. 519, at n. 553 ; and stat. 1 & 2 
Ph. & M. c. 10). As to misprision of felony, see I^oceedings under a Special 
Commission for the County of York (1813), 31 State Tr., the charge of TnoMPSON, 
B., at p. 969; Williams v. Bayley (1866), L. B. 1 H. L. 200, per Lord 
Westbury, at p. 220, where it is said that the words “misprision of 
felony ’* have now “ somewhat passed into desuetude.** There is no modem 
instance of any prosecution either for misprision of treason or for misprision of 
felony, seep. 603, post; as to infants, see note (9), p. 240, ante, 

(«) For Court of Criminal Appeal, see p. 432, post^ and title Courts, p. 91, 
ante, 

(i) See title Courts, p. 20, ante, 

lu) Anson, Law and Custom of the Constitution, 4th ed., I., 364. See also 
title Courts, p. 19, ante, 

(v) See 4 Com. 256. Beport made on the 30th April, 1794, from the 
Committee of the House of Commons appointed to inspect the Lords* Journals 
relative to their proceedings on the trial of Warren Hastings (Works of Edmund 
Burke, eA 1826 fl^yington), YoL XIY., 289, 294, 304, 355). Acts of attainder 
and of pains ana penuries, although involving sentence and punishment, are 
legislative in fonn; the pa^es concerned, however, are admitted to defend 
themsdves by counsel and witnesses before both Houses (Erskine May, Parlia* 
mentary Prance, llih ed., 670). Such Acts are new laws, and not an executiQii 
of those already in being (4 Bl. Com. 256). 
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644. Hoeband and wife cannot alone commit the crime of 
conspiracy, as they are deemed but one person in law, but they 
may commit the crime of conspiring with others (p). 

645. As the crime of conspiracy involves the agreement of two 
persons, if two persons are tried together for conspiring with one 
another, and there is no charge of conspiring with anyone else, they 
must be both acquitted or both convicted (q). 

Sub-Sbot. 6. — MisprUion. 

646. If a person knows of a treason or felony that is being 
planned or committed, or has been committed, and without consent- 
ing to it conceals his knowledge and converts it into a source of 
emolument to himself, he is guilty of misprision of treason or of 
felony, as the case may be (r). 


combination against a trader to min him in his trade is indictable (jB. v. 
Sterling (1664), 1 Lev. 125 ; R, v. Cope (1719), 1 Stra. 144 ; R, v. Ecclee ri783), . 

1 Leach, 274, but see Mogul Steanuhip Co. v. McGregor ^ Gow <fe Co. (1889), 
23 ft. B. D. 698, 0. A., per Fry, L.J., at p. 632; and as to conspiracies 
affecting trade, see p. 662, post). A combination to hiss an actor or to 
damn a play is indictable {Anon. (1768), 1 Bussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 
496; Clifford v. Brandon (1810), 2 Camp. 868, per Maiisfield, C.J., at 
pp. 369 and 372; Gregory v. Brunswick {Duke) (1844), 6 Man. & G. 205, 
217, 963, 961 ; 6 Wentworth’s Pleadings 443). It is criminal to conspire to 
charge a man falsely with being the fattier of a bastard child {R. v. Best (1705), 

2 Ld. Baym. 1167 ; R. v. Kimberty (1662), 1 Lev. 62; S. 0. sub nom. R. v. 

Timherley (1663), 1 Keb. 254 ; R. v. Armstrong 1 Vent. 304), or to injure 

a man by bringing any false charge against him, wnether such charge is of a 
criminal offence or not (B. v. Rispal (1762), 3 Burr. 1320; R. v. Spragg (1760), 

2 Burr. 993) ; but it is lawful to form associations to prosecute felons ana even 
to put laws in force against political offenders {R, v. Murray (1823), Matthews, 
Digest of Criminal Law, per Abbott, C.J., at p. 90). It is cnminw to conspire 
to prefer an indictment ifor the purpose of extorting money, whether the charge 
be true or false {A.’-G. v. Blood (1680), T. Baym. 417 ; R. v. Kinnersley (1719), 

1 Stra. 193 ; R. v. Hollingherry (1825), 4 B. & C. 329 ; R. v. Jacobs (1845), 

1 Cox, C. C. 173). The falsity of the charge is only material as showing the 
ftona or mala fides of the prosecution (Pippet v. Hearn (1822), 5 B. & Aid. 634). 
It is criminal to conspire, with intent to injure a minor and defraud him of his 
property, to bring about a marriage between him and a common prostitute by 
means of a false oath and false pretences (B. v. Serjeant (1826), By. & M. 352). 
It is a criminal conspiracy for a man and woman to marry in the name of another 
person for the purpose of raising a specious title to the estate of the person whose 
name is assumed (B. v. Robinson (1746), 1 Leach, 37). Semble, a combination to 
insult and annoy a person is indictable (see Mogul Steamship Co. v. McGregor, 
Gow dt Co., [18921 A C. 26, per Lord Halsbuet, L.C., at p. 38). According to a 
dictum of Lord Ellenborough, an indictment will not lie for a conspiracy to 
deprive a man of an office in a trading company which is illegal because not 
incorporated as the law requires (see B. v. Stratton (1809), 1 Camp. 649, n.). 

(p) See 1 Hawk. P. C., o. 72, s. 8 ; B. v. Whitehouse (1852), 6 Cox, (j. 0. 38. 
But husband and wife may be tuied for a conspiracy entered into by them before 
marrifl^ (B. v. Robinson, supra). 

(?) R. v. Manning (1883), 12 ft. B. D. 241 ; B. v. Plummer, [1902] 2 K. B. 
839 ; and see R. v. Thompson (1851), 16 ft. B. 832. One person may singly be 
convicted of conspiring with another person who has not been tned {R. v. 
AiinweraZw (1719), 1 Stra. 193 ; R. v. Nichols (1742), 13 East 412, n. ; Er. Cooke 
(1826), 6 B. & C. 638 ; B. v. Kenrick (1843), 6 ft. B. 49; B. v. Aheame (1852), 

2 I. 0. L. B. 381, C. C. B. ; B, v. Dtmdd (1906), 76 L. J. (k. b.) 470, C. 0. B.). 
The other conspirator may be tried afterwaiiis, imt if he is acquitted, the first 
conviction cannot stand (B. v* Cooke supra: R. v. Plummer, supra). 

(r) As to misprision treason, see title OoNSTmmoKAL Law, Vol VL. 
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Part II.— Original Criminal Jurisdictlonw. 

Sect, 1. — Couiis of Ordinary Criminal Juritdiction. 

547. The courts which exercise ori^al criminal jurisdiction, 
and which administer the ordinary criminal law in England, are the 
following (1) The High Court of Parliament ; (2) the King’s 
Bench Division of the High Court of Justice; (8) the Courts of 
Assize and of Oyer and Terminer and General Gaol Delivery; 
(4) the Central Criminal Court ; (6) the Courts of Quarter Sessions 
of the Peace ; (6) the Courts of Justices of the Peace sitting in petty 
sessions. The first four are superior courts ; the remaining two are 
inferior courts. All except the last are courts of record, 

Sxjb-Seot. 1. — Eigh Court of Parliament, 

648. The High Court of Parliament (^) is the supreme court 
in the kingdom, and has power to try great and . enormous 
oflfenders,” whether lords or commoners, by the process of 
impeachment. 

In impeachment the House of Commons, acting as the most 
solemn grand inquest of the kingdom, presents the offender for 
trial by the House of Lords, who sit as judges under the presidency 
of the Lord High Steward, if a peer is impeached, or of the Lord 
Chancellor or Speaker of the House of Lords, if a commoner is 
impeached (a). 

The trial is conducted by managers appointed by the House of 
Commons, who draw up articles of impeachment; the trial is 
governed by the general principles of the criminal law, but matters of 
procedure are determined by the law of Parliament (v). 


p. 353, and R. v. ThiaiJewood (1820), 33 State Tr. 681, per Abbott, 0. J., at p. 690 ; 
Trials of the Regicides (1660), 5 State Tr, 947, at p. 985 ; R, v. Tonge\l002)y 
6 State Tr. 226, n. ; R, v. Walcot (1683), 9 State Tr. 519, at t>. 553 ; and stat. 1 & 2 
Ph. & M. c. 10). As to misprision of felony, see Proceedings under a Special 
CJornmission for the County of York (1813), 31 State Tr., the charge of Tuompson, 
B., at p. 969; Williams v. Bayley (1866), L, R. 1 H, L. 200, pw Lord 
Westbury, at p. 220, where it is said that the words misprision of 
felony have now ** somewhat passed into desuetude.” There is no modem 
instance of any prosecution either for misprision of treason or for misprision of 
felony, see p. 503, post; as to infants, see note (^), p. 240, ante, 

(«) For Court of Criminal Appeal, see p. 432, posit and title Courts, p. 91, 
ante, 

(e) See title Courts, p. 20, ante, 

iu) Anson, Law and Custom of the Constitution, 4th ed., 1., 364. See also 
title Courts, p. 19, ante, 

(v) See 4 m. Com. 256. Beport made on the 30th April, 1794, from the 
Committee of ^e House of Commons appointed to inspect the Lords’ Journals 
relative to their proceedings on the trial of Warren Hastings (Works of Edmund 
Burke, ed. 1626 fj^vington), YoL XIY., 289, 294, 304, 355). Acts of attainder 
and of pains and penalties, although involving sentence and punishment, are 
legislative in fonn; the jMi^es concerned, Imwever, are adimtted to defend 
themselves by counsel and witnesses before both Houses (Erskine May, Parlia* 
mentary Fraotioe, llth ed., 670). Such Acte are new laws, and not an execution 
of thoee already in being (4 Bl. Com. 256). 
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The House of Lords has also original jurisdiction to try peers 
indicted for treason or felony (w*). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — High Court of Justice ^King's Bench Division, 

549 . The King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice (a) 
on its Crown side has cognisance of all criminal causes from treason 
down to the most trivial misdemeanour or breach of the peace (b). 
It is a permanent court of oyer and terminer, and is the principal 
court of criminal jurisdiction (c). In addition to an original juris- 
diction to try indictments found by the grand jury of the counties 
of London and Middlesex (d) it has jurisdiction to try indictments 
removed into it by writ of certiorari, to try informations for certain 
misdemeanours, tiled ex officio by the Attorney-General or by the 
Master of the Crown Ofl5ce on the suggestion of a private 
individual (e). 

The King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice is the 
only court before which a corporation can be tried on indictment, 
as only in that court can a corporation plead by attorney, and this 
is the only way in which a corporation can plead at all (/). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Courts of Assize, Oyer and Terminer, and Gaol Delivery. 

660 . The courts of assize and of oyer and terminer and general 
gaol delivery are courts which are held at regular intervals under 
royal commissions in every county or assize district of England, 
except Middlesex, the City of London, and other counties and parts 
of counties within the district of the Central Criminal Court (^). 
Separate commissions are made out for each county and for each 
county of a city and assize district on each circuit. 

The commission of oyer and terminer gives the persons named in 


) Soo p. 210, post. 

(а) See title Coukts, p. 56, ante, 

(б) 4 Bl. Com, 202 ; Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 34. 

(c) It has a special and peculiar jurisdiction over treasons committed abroad 
(see B, V. Zynch (1903), Official Keport), and over criminal and fraudulent acts 
committed by persons in public employment abrotd in the exercise of their 
employment, and over the offence of wilfully neglecting or delaying to deliver or 
transmit writs for the election of members of Parliament (Parfiamentaiy Writs 
Act, 1813 (63 Geo, 3, o. 89), s. 6). See also B. v. Byre (1868), L. E. 3 Q. B. 
487. 

((i) See B, y, Castro (1874), L. E. 9 Q. B. 360. It is not necessary to summon 
a grand jury, unless the Master of the Crown Office has before the fourth day 
of the sittings received notice of some business intended to be brought before 
them (Middlesex Grand Juries Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Viet. c. 62 ; and see Local 
Government Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet. o. 41), s. 89 (3); E. S. 0., Jan. 16, 1903). 

(e) See p. 329, post. 

(f) See B, V. Birmingham and Gloucester Bail. Co. (1840), 9 C. & P. 469. If 

an indictment is found elsewhere against a corporation, the proper course is to 
remove the indictment by certiorari {ibid.). See also title Coepoeations, 
Vol. Vm., p. 892. . ^ ^ 

(g) For a list of the circuits, see title Baeeistbrs, Vol. II., m 366. 

As^es are held at certain towns on the Northern and North-Eastern 
circuits four times a year ; on the other circuits three times a year. As to 
ibe dates for holding them, see Order i^ Council 9f i^th March, 1908, N.| 
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the oommission authority to hear and determine all treasons, 
felonies and misdemeanours committed within the county, city, or 
district named in the oommission ; the commission of gaol delivery 
empowers the commissioners to try and deliver every prisoner who 
is m the gaol awaiting trial, or has been committed to the gaol, 
when they arrive at the circuit town (A). 

The commission of assize relates partly to civil and partly to 
criminal matters, and enables the persons therein named to exercise 
any civil and criminal jurisdiction capable of being exercised by the 
High Court of Justice (i). 

The King may grant special commissions of oyer and terminer 
and gaol delivery to particular places, or for the trial of particular 
persons. 

661. For London and the adjacent district a special court of oyer 
and terminer and gaol delivery is provided in the Central Criminal 
Court (A). 


Sub-Sect. 4. — CourU of Quarter Sessions, 

662. The courts of quarter sessions of the peace are inferior 
courts of record. In counties they are composed of justices, who sit 
together under the commission of the peace issued for the county 
to try certain indictable offences (Z). In boroughs which have a 
separate court of quarter sessions, and which come under the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (m), the court is held by the 
recorder, and he is the sole judge (n). 


4th April, 1908, p. 91. See also Order in Council of 28th June, 1909 (London 
OazeUe, July 2, 1909), and p. 72, ante, 

(h) 4 Bl. Com. 267. But see now the Assizes Belief Act, 1889 (62 & 53 Viet, 
c. 12], 8. 1. A court of oyer and terminer or general gaol delivery is not now 
required to deliver from gaol a person who has been committ^ for trial at 
quarter sessions, imless the High Court of Justice so directs, or unless the 
person is not tried at the next court of quarter sessions after his committal 
{ibid,t ss. 1, 3). Under the commissions of oyer and terminer and gaol 
delivery the commissioners can proceed not only upon indictments found at the 
same assizes, but also upon indictments found at previous assizes and upon 
indictments found at quarter sessions which have been removed to the assizes, 
either because they are not triable at quarter sessions, or because the court 
of quarter sessions has made a special order for their removal. See p. 268 (note), 
post, 

(f) See also Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 16 (11), s. 29, 
maiung assize courts a branch of the High Court. A commissioner of Msize 
appointed in pursuance of s. 29 of the Act, when engaged in the exercise of 
any jurisdiction assigned to him in pursuance of the Act, is to be deemed to be 
a court of the High Court of Justice (see JR. v. Dudley (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 273, 
660 ; R, v. Parke, [1903] 2 K. B. 432, per Wills, J., at p. 436). See also 
title CoUBTS, p. 72, ante, 

Uc) As to ^e Central Criminal Court, see title Couets, p. 87, ante, 

\l) For Courts of Quarter Sessions, see titles Couets, p. 82, ante; Maois- 
TEATB8. For the present form of the oommission of the peace in counties, see 
Statute^ Buies and Orders ]^vised, Vol. II., Clerk of the Crown in Chance]^, 
p. 10. ^ Keen y. R. (1847), 10 Q. B. 928. In quarter sessions in counties 
two justices at the least muot be present to form a court. 

(m) 46 & 46 Viet. c. 60, s. 162. 

(n) Ibid,, a 166. The City of London does not come under the Municipal 
Clorporations Act, 1882 (46 ft 4^ Viet. c. 60) (see s. 6 of that Act an4 
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Bub-Seot. 5 — of the Peace , 

6d3c The courts of justices of the peace sitting in petty sessions 
are inferior courts composed of justices sitting either as a court 
of summary jurisdiction or to hold a preliminary inquiry when 
a person is charged with an indictable offence. When so sitting 
justices act without the intervention of a jury (o). 


the Municipal Corporations Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 1 and 
Bcheds. A and B). It has a court of quarter sessions of the peace, the judges 
of which are the iiord Mayor, Eecorder, and aldermen (see Charter of Charles I. 
of 1638, Charter of Q-eorge 11., 1741, Histoiioal Charters etc. of the City of 
London, pp. 170 and 290); but their power to try indictments in felonies and 
misdemeanours of a serious nature was taken away by s. 17 of the Central 
Criminal Cpurt Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 36). Indictments may still be 
preferred and found at these sessions (see s. 19). The court chiefly sits now 
to hear yipeals (see Pulling, Laws and Customs of the City of London, p. 217, 
and see Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 40 (8), s. 41, 
B. 42 (13), s. 100, definition of “quarter sessions*’). 

The courts of quarter sessions nave authority over all common law offences 
against the peace which are not expressly withdrawn from them (see Quarter 
Bessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. o. 38), s. 1), and, it seems, over all offences 
against any statute made concerning the peace (22. v. Alsqp (1691h 4 Mod. Eep. 
49, per Holt, O.J,, at p. 61). It seems a matter of some doubt to what extent 
they have jurisdiction over offences newly created by statute which do not affect 
the peace, and which do not expressly or by impheation give them or deprive 
them of jurisdiction (see 4 Bl. Com. 268 ; 22. v. Buffffs (1694), 4 Mod. Rep. 379 ; 
27. V. Smith (1705), 2 Ld. Raym. 1144; 22. v. Yarrin^on (1711), 1 Salk. 406; 
Com. Dig. Justices of Peace, B, 3; 22. v. Cock (1815), 4 M. & S. 71). If an 
indictment is found at quarter sessions for a crime which the court has no 
jurisdiction to try, the proper course is to transmit it to the assizes for trial 
there (see Assizes Relief Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. o. 12), s. 5 ; Central Criminal 
Court Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, o. 36), s. 19) ; an indictment that is so trans- 
mitted must be tried at the auasizes (22. v. Wetherell (1819), Russ. & Ry. 381), and 
no order can be made, or is need^, to require the clerk of the peace of the 
oo\mty, where the indictment is found, to return it to the clerk of assize (22. v. 
Wildman (1872), 12 Cox, 0. C. 354). 

It was Wd before the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet c. 66), that 
the authority of quarter sessions, whether for a county or a borough, is not 
in law determined or suspended by the coming of the judges into the county 
under their commissions of Msize, oyer and terminer, and general gaol delivery, 
but that it would be inconsistent and improper that courts of quarter sessions 
should be held concurrently with the f.ssizee for the same county (Smith v. 22. 
(1849), 13 a B. 738) ; see 9 C. & P. 790). But owcere whether the effect of 
s. 29 of that Act is not to alter the law, so that the authority of quarter 
sessions would be now determined or suspended (Smith v. B., supra, at p. 741) ; 
but as to quarter sessions in the district of the Central Oiiminal Court, see 
the Central Criminal Court Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 36), s. 21. 

(o) See also titles Coubts, p. 74, ante ; Magistrates. The powers of 
justices are defined by the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. o. 42), 
and the Summaiy Jurisdiction Acts (11 & 12 Vict. c. 43 ; 20 & 21 Vict. o. 43 ; 
26 & 27 Vict. 0. 77; 42 & 43 Vict. o. 49 ; 47 & 48 Vict. o. 43 ; 62 & 63 ^ot. 
0. 22); see title Magistrates.^ Even indictable offences can in some cases 
bs summarily dealt with by justices. If a child (t.s. a person who in ^e opinion 
of the oouit before whom he is brought is under the age of fourteen) is 
charged before a court of summary jurisdiction with an indictable offence omer 
than homicide, the court may deal with it summ^y, if it thinks it expe^nt 
and if the parent or guardfian of the child when informed by the court of ^e 
right to have the ohud tried by a jury does not object (Summary Jurisdiotion 
Act, 1879 (42 A 43 Vict c. 49), ss. 10, 49; Ohil^ A<^ 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
0. 67), 8 . 128), There are similar powers to deal summarily with a ** young 
person” [ie, a person who in tiie opinion of the court before whom he is 
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Bgct. 2. — CqurtM of Special Criminal Jurisdiction, 
Sttb-Sect* 1. — Coroners' Courts, 

554. The coroner’s court is a common law court of record, 
the function of which in criminal matters is to inquire into the 
cause of the death of any person whose dead body is lying within 
the coroner’s jurisdiction, if there is reasonable cause to suspect 
that such person has died a violent or an unnatural death or a 
sudden death the cause of which is unknown, or has died in prison, 
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brought is of the age of fourteen and under the age of sixteen) charged with 
an indictable offence other than homicide, if the young person consents to be 
summarily dealt with Uhid.^ ss. 11, 49 ; Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1899 (62 & 63 
Viet c. 22), 8. 2 ; Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c, 67), s. 128). An adult (»>. 
a person who in the opinion of the court is sixteen yeai's old or more) who is 
charged with certain indictable offences may be dealt with summarily, if he 
pleads guilty ; if he does not plead guilty but consents to be dealt with 
summarily, he may be dealt with summarily, if the value of the property taken 
or obtain^ or the damage done does not exceed 405. The indictaole ofifences 
in question are simple larceny or an offence punishable as simple larceny ; 
larceny from the^ person; larceny by a clerk or servant; embezzlement; 
receiving stolen goods ; aiding, abetting etc. the commission of simple larceny 
etc. ; attempting to commit simple larceny etc. ; obtaining or attempting to 
obtain a chattel etc. by false pretences ; unlawfully and maliciously setting 
fire to a wood (Summary Jurisdictiou Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 4^, ss. 12, 13, 
and Schedule, and Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 22), 
Schedule). A court of summary jurisdiction, with the consent of an adult, 
may deal summarily with an indecent assault upon a person who in the opinion 
of the court is imdor the age of sixteen years (Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
a 67), 8. 128 and Sched. II. A court of summary jurisdiction, with tho 
consent of the accused, may deal summaiily with a charge against a proprietor, 
publisher, editor, or any person responsible for the pubheation of a newspaper, 
lor a libel published in tne newspaper, if the court is of opinion that, though 
the person charged is shown to have been guilty, the libel was of a brivial 
character and that the offence may be adequately punished by a fine not 
exce^ng £50 (Newspaper Libel and Eegistration Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet, 
c. 60), 8. 6). Offences mentioned in the Pirst Schedule to the Inebriates Act, 
1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 60), may also, with the consent of the accused, be dealt 
with summairily (s. 2 (2) ). An adult who is charged before a court of summary 
jurisdiction with an indictable offence with which the court could deal 
summarily, if tiie adult pleaded giiilty or consented, but who has been previously 
convicted, and is in consequence liable to punishment by penal servitude for the 
offence with which he is charged, cannot be summarily dealt with (Summary 
Juris^ction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), s. 14). As regards all indictable 
offences with which justices cannot deal summarily, they near the witnesses, 
take their depositions in writing, and, if they aecide to commit for trial, 
bind the prosecutor and witnesses to attend at the court before which the 
prisoner is to be tried. In oases which may be tried either at quarter sessions 
or at assizes, the justices have thus the power of desig^ting the court which is 
to try the acous^ (Assizes Belief Act, 1889 (52 & 53]yict. c. 12), s. 1 ; and see 
p. 326, |xw^). As regards offences not properly indictable with which the 
lustices may deal summarily, a defendant may in cases where he is liable to 
imprisonment for a term exceeding three months claim to be tried by >a jtu*y ; 
if a defendant so claim, he must m indicted (Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 
(42 & 43 Viet c. 49), s. 17). There are other cases of offen^ punishable on 
summary conviction in which a defendant may elect to be tried on indictment 
(see, r.y., Ckmimiracy and Protection of Property Act, 1875 (38 <& 39 Viot c. 86), s. 9 ; 
Merchandise jll^ks Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viot o. 28), s. 2 (6). In such a c^ a 
defendant must be told that he has a right to be tned by a jury, and if he is not 
told and is convicted, the conviction is oad (J2. v. OocloshoU (1898), 67 L. J. (o. D.) 
467; B. v. Seeshy, ^909] 1 K, B. 849). R v. Fowler (1895) 64 L. J. (m.o.) 9, 
was disapproved of m B, v. Beesby, supra. 
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or in such place and in such circumstances as to require an inquest 
in pursuance of any Act of Parliament (p). 

Sub-Sectt. 2. — Special Tribunals, 

656. There are certain tribunals which only have jurisdiction 
over particular classes of persons. A man can only be tried 
by his peers or equals, and therefore a peer who is indicted for 
treason or felony or misprision of treason or felony can only be tried 
by peers (?) . 

If Parliament is sitting, the trial is in the court of the King in 
Parliament; if it is not sitting, it is before the court of the Lord 
High Steward of Great Britain, who is appointed pro hdc vice only. 

Where the trial is before the King in Parliament, a Lord High 
Steward is also appointed, but he is rather a speaker pro tempore 
or chairman of the court than judge (r). 


Courtiof the 666. The courts of the chancellors of the Universities of Oxford 
of^o^xfordrnd Cambridge have jurisdiction to try misdemeanours committed 
Cambridge, by resident members of the university and their servants. 

If a prosecution for any such misdemeanour is commenced in 
the ordinary courts, the chancellor of the university may claim 
cognisance of the offence, and if the claim is made in due time and 
form, the case is withdrawn to the jurisdiction of the university 
court («). 

The chancellors of the universities, acting through their vice- 
chancellors, have also a special power of arresting and imprisoning 
females suspected of immorality and found consorting with under- 
graduates of the university (#). 


{v) Coroners Act, 1887 (60 & 61 Viet, c, 71), s. 1. See title Coroners, Vol. 
VIIL, p. 239. 

(q) Tne privilege cannot be waived (3 Co. Inst. 30 ; Dacre^s {Lord) Case 

» , Kel. 66) , It extends to peers under age ; Sooteb and Irish peers, although 
ave no seat in the House of Lords ; peeresses by birth ana by marriage ; 
ani the widow of a peer, unless she is subseq^uently married to a commoner (1 Bl. 
Com. 262). The privilege does not extend to Bishops, who, even if they have a seat 
in the House of Lords, are not peers by virtue of their office, but are triable as 
commoners (ErskineMay, Parliamentary Practice, llthed., p. 669). The indict- 
ment for treason or felony or misprision of treason or felony must first be found 
in a court of oyer and teiminer or general gaol delivery or a court of quarter 
sessions which has jurisdiction over the onence, and must then be removed by 
certiorari (3 Co. Inst. 28). 

(r) 4 B1. Com. 268. For a modem instance of a trial before the King in 
Parliament, see RuseelVs {Earl) Case, [1901] A. C. 446. As to both these courts, 
see title Courts, pp. 19, 26, ante, 

(«) See 13 Eliz. c, 29 ; Castle v. Lichfield (1670), Hard. 605 ; Welles v. 
Troian (1740), WiUes, 233; Kendrick v. Kynaston (1764), 1 Wm. Bl. 454; 
Hayes v. Long (1766), 2 Wils. 310; R, v. Agar (1772), 6 Burr. 2820; R, v. 
RouUedge (1780), 2 Doug. (k. b.) 631 ; Williams v. Brickenden (1809), 11 East, 643 ; 
Browne v. Renouard (1810), 12 East, 12 ; Thornton v. Ford (18121 15 East, 634 ; 
Oinnett v. WhitUngham (1886), 16 Q. B. D. 761. As regards Cambridge, the 
right to claim cognisance is limited to proceedings in which a member of the 
university is a party (Cambridge Award Act, 1866 (19 Viet, a xvii.), s. 18). In 
cases of treason, felony and mayhem, if cognisance is claimed, the offenoe is 
tried in the court of the Lord High Steward of the university and a jury (see 
4 Bl, Oom. 276). See further title Ooubts, pp. 149 and 187, ante, 

(t) See Kemp v. Neville (1861), 10 0. B. (N. s.) 623 ; Ex parte Daisy Hopkins, 
(1891), 61 L. i , (Q. B.) 240; Universities Act, 1826 (6 Geo. 4, c. 97). 
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667 . Criminal jurisdiction in regard to offences which are 
punishable, and offences which are not punishable, by the ordinary 
courts is exercised over persons subject to military law by courts- 
martial instituted under the Army Act, 1881 (u), but such persons 
are not exempt from the jurisdiction of the ordinary courts in 
cases where both the ordinary courts and the courts-martial have 
jurisdiction (v). 

As regards persons subject to naval law, a similar jurisdiction 
is exercised by courts constituted under the Naval Discipline Act, 
1866 ( 2 v), but this jurisdiction does not exclude that of the ordinary 
civil courts (a). 

Military and naval courts are not bound by the ordinary criminal 
law, except in so far as that law has been incorporated in the Acts 
which authorise the establishment of such courts (b). Such courts, 
however, are subject to the controlling authority of the High Court 
of J ustice, which will be exercised if they exceed their jurisdiction (c). 

668. The ecclesiastical courts, which exercise a jurisdiction 
of a criminal nature over the clergy and other members of the 
Church of England, do not administer the criminal law of the 
realm, but proceed according to the canon law or the special 
statutes which give these courts jurisdiction (d). 

Sect. 8. — 'Jlie Limits of Criminal Jurisdiction, 

669 . English courts exercise criminal jurisdiction (1) in respect 
of acts done by all persons, whether British subjects or aliens, 
within the territory of England, or on board a British ship on the 
high seas, or in places where great ships generally go, or on the open 
sea within the territorial waters of the King’s dominions; (2) in 
respect of acts done by British subjects on land abroad, or on any 
ship on the high seas which is not British. 

Jurisdiction in respect of acts committed in England is the juris- 
diction of the common law. Jurisdiction in respect of acts committed 
on board a British ship on the high seas is the Admiralty jurisdic- 
tion. Jurisdiction in respect of acts committed elsewhere is 
derived from statute (e). 


(u) 44 & 45 Viet. c. 58, as. 69, 70. 

(v) Ibid,, 8. 162 ; and see title Couets, p. 108, ante, 

! w) 29 & 30 Viet c. 109, sa. 56, 58. 

a) Naval Discipline Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 109), s. 101. 

b) See title OoUBTf^ p. 97, ante, 

c) See Grant v. GovldM92), 2 1^. Bl. 69, at p. 100. As to liabiliW in respect 
of acts done under martial law, see Ex parte Marais^ [1902] A, 0. 109, F. 0., charge 
of OocKBUEN, 0. J., to the grand jury in 12. v. NeUon (1867), ed. by F. Cockbum ; 
charge of Blackbuen, J., to the grand jury in R, v. Eyre (1868), r^rted W 
W. P. Finlason, 56 ; PhUlipe v. Eyre (1870), L. E. 6 Q. B. 1, Ex. Ch. ; A. V. 
Dicey, Introduction to ^e Study of the Laws of the Constitution, 7th ed., 638. 
(d) See title Eoclksiastical Law. 

\e\ Madeod y. A,-G. for New South WaJee, [1891] A. 0. 455, P. 0. All crime is 
local The jurisdiction over the crime belongs to the country where the crime 
is committed, and except over Britiidi subjects the King and the Legislature 
have no power out of thin country (tdid, per Lord Halsbuet, LO., at p. 468); 
Sirdar Gurdyal Singh v. Rajah of Far%dkoU^ ^894] A. 0. 670, P. 0., per 
Loid Selboeks, at p. 683 ; Badieche Anilin und Soda Fabrik y, BaeU Chemical 
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Sub-Sect. 1. — Common Law Jurudiction* 

660. At common law the exercise of criminal jurisdiction is 
limited to crimes committed within the land of England with its 
ports and harbours, bays, gulfs and estuaries, and so much of the 
outer coast as extends to low-water mark(^. The courts of 
common law have always exercised jurisdiction over all persons 
who committed crimes within these limits, whether such persons 
were subjects of the King or resident aliens or mere casual and 
temporary alien visitors (gi). In respect of acts done outside 
those limits there was no jurisdiction at common law (h). 


[18981 A. 0. 200. The jurisdiction over acts done on a British ship is 
founded on the fiction that ** a ship which bears a nation’s fiag is to be treated 
as a part of the territory of that nation ” (B. v. Anderson (1868), L. B. 1 
0. 0. B. 161, per Biaokbuen, J., at p. 163, and^er Bovill, O.J., at p. 166 ; 
Forhea v. Cochrane (1824), 2 B. & C. 448, at p. 464, and at p. 467 ; but see v. 
Lesley (1860), Bell, 0. 0. 220, per Erle, O.J., at p. 233, “although an English 
ship in some respects carries with her the laws of her country in the ten i- 
torial waters of a foreign state, yet in other respects she is subject to the 
laws of that state as to acts done to the subjects tnereof.’’ The jurisdiction 
over British subjects in respect of acts committed abroad is purely statutory, 
and is based on the allegiance of the subject to the Sovereign, and on the power 
of the Sovereira, by reason of this allegiance, to pass laws for the regulation of 
the conduct or subjects wherever they are. See Stuaex Peerage Case (1844), 11 
Cl. & Fin. 85, H. L., per Tindal, 0. J., at p. 146. Apart from statute the general 
piinciple of criminal jurisprudence is that the quality of an act depends on the 
law of the place where it is done (A.- O', for the Colony of Hong K(yng v. Kwok~ 
a-Bing (1873), L. B. 5 P. 0. 179, per Hellish, L.J., at p. 199). 

(/) B. V. Keijn (1876), 2 Ex. I). 63, 0. 0. B., at p. 162. England includes 
Wales (stat. 27 Hen. 8, o. 26), but does not include Scotland, Ireland, the Isle 
of Man and the Channel Islands. See Re Mitchell^ Ex parte Cunningham (1884), 
13 a B. D. 418, C. A. 

fv) B. V. KeyUy supra, at p. 160. 

(A) J6id., at p. 168, For the purposes of criminal jurisdiction, an act may be 
regarded as done within English territory, althougn the person who did the 
not may be outside the territoiy ; for instance, a person who, being abroad, pro- 
cures an agent to commit a crime in England is deemed to commit an act in 
England (B. v. Briaac (18031, 4 East, 164 ; Afr. Justice Johnson^ s Case (1805), 29 
State Tr. 81, at pp. 462, 499). If a person, being outside England, sends to 
England by post or otherwise with a criming intent a fraudulent document or 
a libellous or obsoene publication, he commits an act in England for which he 
is amenable to English jurisdiction (B, v. Munion (1793), 1 Esp. 62 ; B. v. 
Oliphanty [1905] 2 K B. 67, C. 0. B. ; B. v. Burdett (1820), 4 B. & Aid. 95 ; B. v. 
Be Mami/t [1907] 1 K. B. 388, 0. 0. !^). Such a person, even though a foreigner, 
can be tned if he comes to Ei^land (B. v. De Marnv, supra ; B. v. Olipnant, 
[1905] 2 K. B. 67, 0. 0. B.). fl a person, being outside English territory, were 
intenuonally to fiie at and kill a person in English territory in such a manner 
that Uie act amounts to miuder, tne person who fired could be tried for murder 
in England (B. v. Coomhea (1785), 1 Leach, 388 ; and see B. v. Rogers (1877), 3 
Q. B. I). 28, 0. 0. B., per Field, J., at p. 84) ; Offences against the Person Act, 
1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 10 (but see Badische Anilin und Soda Fahrxk 
V. Basle Chemical Works y [1898] A. 0. 200, at p. 204). Queers y whether the 
same rule would apply to manslaughter by negligence (see B. v. Keyn (1876), 
2 Ex. D. 63, 0. 0. at p. 234). A person who makes a false representation 
outside England, and by means of such representation obtains goods in England, 
may be tried in England for the crime of obtaining goods by false pretences 
f B. T. EUiSy [1899] 1 Q. B. 230, 0. 0. B.). If the faiM representation is made 
oy a letter written and posted in England, but sent to an address abroad, and 
money is by means of such a letter sent from abroad to and received in England, 
a orinm is committed which is triable in England (B. y.Hoimes (1883), 12 
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561. All acts done on a British ship, either on the high seas or 
in places where great ships go, are subject to the Admiralty juris- 
diction, whether such acts are done by British subjects or by* 
foreigners (i). 

An act done on the high seas, but not on an English ship, is not, 
apart from statute, the subject of Admiralty jurisdiction, except 
in the case of piracy jurs gentium, which k triable and pimishabla 
everywhere, no matter where or by whom it is committed (ft). 


23, C. 0. R), see p. 281, jtost. If an act is done by a foreigner outside England, 
and neither in English territorial waters nor on a British ship, the foreigner is not 
amenable to English criminal jurisdiction, although some consequence of the act 
may take place in England, if a foreigner strikes someone abroad and the 
person struck comes to England and dies of the blow, there is no crime which is 
cognisable in England (R v. Lewis (1857), 1 Dears. & B. 182; and see R, y. 
Depardo (1807), 1 Taunt 26 ; R. v. Matlos (1836), 7 C. & P. 468). S. 10 of the 
Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), has apparently 
no effect in a case of this kind (see note {q) on p. 289, post). But the case will 
be otherwise where the act is a continuous one, some part of which is deemed to 
be performed in this country (see R. v. De Mamy and other cases cited supra). 
An alien enemy who comes into the realm in a hostile way cannot be triea for 
treason, for the essence of that crime is violation of the allegiance which a 
subject or resident or commorant alien owes to the Sovereign, but which an 
alien enemy does not owe (Perkin WarbeeJe's Case (1500), 7 Oo. llep. 6 b). But 
an alien enemy who is a prisoner of war may, it seems, commit crimes for which 
he is triable and punishable here (see Moliere's Case (1758), Post. 188, n., and 
the observations of Lord Ellenborough, O.J., in It. r, Johnson (1806), 6 
East, 683, at p. 693, and Sauvajofs and Acoio^s Cases, cited in B. v. Depardo, 
supra, at p. 32. 

(j) See R. y. Anderson (1868), L. R, 1 0. 0. R. 161 ; R. v. Keyn (1876), 2 
Ex. D. 63, 0. 0. E., at p. 162; R. v. Carr (1882), 10 Q. B. D. 76, 0. 0. R. ; 
R. V. Allen (1837)^ 1 Mood. 0. C. 494 ; Offences at Sea Act, 1536 (28 Hen. 8, 
0. 16). In R. y. Anderson, supra, it was held that an American citizen 
serving on a British ship was rightly convicted at the Central Criminal 
Court for the manslaimlitor of anotner American citizen serving on the 
same ship in the river Garonne within French territory about ninety miles 
from the sea, but at a place where the tide ebbed and flowed and great ships 
went. And in R. v. Carr, supra (which was decided at a time when it was no 
offence to receive in England goods that had been stolen abroad ; see p. 680, 
post), it was held that a larceny committed on board a British ship while she 
was lying afloat in the river Maas at Rotterdam, and moored to the quay in a 
place where large vessels usually lay, was an act that took place within the 

i urisdiction of the Admiralty, ana that persons who received the stolen goods in 
ilngland could be tried at the Central Criminal Court* A hulk which retains 
the general appointments of a British ship, which is registered as a British ship 
and hoists the British ensign, but which is used as a floating warehouse, is 
sufficiently a British ship to be within the Admiralty jurisdiction (i2. y. 
Armstrong (1876), 13 Cox, C. C. 184). It is not necess*^ that the criminal act 
should be completed on board the ship, if part of it is done on board (ihid,\ 
Where a Britiim man**of'’War, acting in supposed execution of a treaty whicii 
enabled a British man-of-war to seize a Brazilian yessel if it had slaves on 
board, captur^ a Brazilian vessel which did not have slaves on board, it was 
held that the capture, being unlawful, did not make the Brazilian yesml a 
British ship, and mat a crime alleged to have been committed on the Brazilian 
yessel while it was in the possession of the British man-of-war was not 
GOgnisake in the English courts (R, y. Berva (1846), 1 Den. 

(ft) R, y. Keyn (1876), 2 Ex. D. 63, 0. 0. R., at p. 168 ; A.-G. for Odony of 
Eon^ Kong y. Kwok-a-Bing (1873), L. B. 6 P. 0. 179. See for piracy jnis 
gemsm, p. 623, post* 
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Emit. S. 562. Ab regards bo mucb of the coast of England as is between 
The Limits bigb and low water mark, and as regards tbe estuaries of English 
of Criminal rivers and land-locked bays inter fauces terra, tbe common law and 
Jor todlc tlon. jjio Admiralty bave concurrent jurisdiction (f). 

Trial by 563. Crimes subject to Admiralty jurisdiction were originally 

comini*. tried by tbe Court of tbe Admiral, according to tbe civil law (m), but 
iioneii. criminal jurisdiction of sucb court was transferred by tbe 

Offences at Sea Act (n) to commissioners appointed by tbe King. 

Sucb commissioners were to try offences committed witbin tbe 
Admiralty jurisdiction in sucb county as ibeir commissions might 
direct, and “according to the common course of the laws of the 
realm used for such offences when done upon the land witbin the 
realm ’’(o). It is not now tbe practice to issue these commissions, 
as offences committed within Admiralty jurisdiction may now be 
tried by tbe ordinary superior criminal courts (p). 


Trial of 
crimes 
subject to 
Admiralty 
jurisdiction 
in ordinary 
criminal 
courts. 


664. The Central Criminal Court has power to try offences 
committed on the high seas and other places within the jurisdiction 
of the Admiralty (5), and the justices of assize and other commis- 
sioners holding a court under any of the King's commissions of 
oyer and terminer or general gaol delivery may try any person for 
criminal acts done within the Admiralty jurisdiction, if such person 
is committed to, or imprisoned in, any gaol in any county or 
franchise within the limits of their commissions (?•). 


{l) R, V. Keyn (1876), 2 Ex. D. 63, 0. O.R., at p. 168 ; see also stat. (1391) 16 
Bion. 2, c. 3; R. v, Bruce (1812), Russ. & Ry. 243; R, v. Mannion (1846), 
2 Cox, 0. C. 168, C. C. R. ; R* v. Cunningham (1869), Bell, 0. 0, 72. See also 
title Admiralty, Yol. I., p. 69. 

(m) Seo Offences at Sea Act, 1636 (28 lien. 8, c. 15), preamble. 

(7i) (1636) 28 Hen. 8, c. 16. 

(oi I hid, For instances of trials under commissions issued under this statute, 
see uaw9orC$ Case (1696), 13 State Tr. 451 ; Bonnet's Case (1718), 16 State Tr, 
1231 ; Codling's Case (1802), 28 State Tr. 178 ; R, v. Bruce (1812), Russ. & Ry. 
243. The statute simply transferred the jurisdiction of the Court of the 
Admiral to the common law courts to be exorcised according to the procedure of 
the common law {R. y. Keyn^ supra ^ at p. 169). The jurisdiction of commissioners 
appointed under this statute was enlarged oy stat. (1698) 11 WiU. 3, o. 7 ; the 
Piracy Act, 1721 (8 Geo. 1, c. 24) ; the Piracy Act, 1744 (18 Geo, 2, o. 30) ; and the 
Slave Trade Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 113), which extended the dehnition of piracy 
(see p. 626, post). The Offences at Sea Act, 1799 (39 Geo. 3, c. 37), extended 
the jurisdiction of the commissioners to every offence committed on the high 
seas, out of the body of a county, which would have been an offence if it had 
been committed upon the land (see R, v. Bailey (1800), Russ. & Ry. 1 ; R, y, 
Amarro (1814), Russ. & Ry. 286. See Slave Trade Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet, 
c. 88), 8. 26). 

(p) See note (r), infra, 

{q) Central Oiiminal Court Act, 1836 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 36), s. 22; see R, t . 
Wallace (1841), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 200. 

(r) Admiralty Offences Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 2), s. 1. The Admiralty 
Offences Act, 1826 (7 (Jeo. 4, o. 38), gave justices of the pe^ power to take 
examinations oonoeming offenoes comznittra within the Aomiralty juiisdiction 
and to cause persons who committed such offences to be apprehended. The 
Admiralty Offences Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 2), s. 3, empwers justices to 
commit such offenders to the prison to which a person would oe committed who 
committed an offence on land within the jurisdiction of the justices (see Indict- 
able Ounces Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 2). As to the trial of persons 
who, within the jurisdiction of the Admiralty, become accessories to a felony, see 
the Acceasoiies and Abettors Act, 1861 (24 A 25 Viet. c. 94), ss, 7, 9 ; and see R, t. 
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666. All the indictable offences mentioned in the Larceny Act, 
1861 («), the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (0, the Forgery Act, 
1861 (w), the Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (x), and the Offences against 
the Person Act, 1861 (a), if committed within the Admiralty 
jurisdiction, are to be deemed to be offences of the same nature 
and punishable in the same manner as if they had been committed 


Wallace (1841), 2 M'>od. 0. 0. 200. Persons who have committed offences within 
the Admir^ty jurisdiction may be tried in English colonies, or in places 
abroad outside the British dominions, where the King has power of juiisdiotion 
(see Offences at Sea Act, 1806 (46 Geo. 3, c. 64) ; Admiralty Offences (Colonial) 
Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet c. 96), s. 1; and Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 1890 
(63 & 64 Viet c. 37), s. 6). All offences against property or persons committed 
either ashore or afloat out of the King's dominions by any master, seaman or 
apprentice who, when the offence is committed, is, or within three months pre- 
viously has been, employed in any British ship, arepunishableand triableasif they 
were offences committed within the Admiralty jurisdiction; Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet c. 60), s. 687 ; and see B, v. Dudley (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 
273, at p. 281, which decided, under the corresponding section of the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet c. 104), that the judge of assize sitting at Exeter 
had jurisdiction to try seamen formerly belonging to a British ship which had 
been wrecked who committed murder in an open boat on the high seas. Any 
court in the King's dominions which could try an offence committed on board a 
British ship within the limits of its ordinary junsdiction may try a British 
subject charged with committing an offence on board any British ship on the 
high seas or in any foreign port or harbour or on board any foreign ship to 
which he does not ^loiig, or an alien charged with committing an offence on 
board a British ship on tne high seas, if such person is found within the juris- 
diction of the court (Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), s. 686 ; 
see It. V. Lo^z (1858), 1 Dears. & B. 625, and ft. v. Menham (1858), 1 F. 
& F. 369). The last-mentioned section applies, even although the prisoner 
is a foreigner and has been brought witnin the jurisdiction of the court 
against his will (7?. v. Lopez^ supra). If a person on a British ship in the 
territorial waters of a foreign state, acting under the lawful orders of the 
foreign state, commits an act in respect of suDjects of the state which would be 
ciiminal but for such orders (e,g,^ if he assaults and arrests such subjects), such 
person cannot be prosecuted in an English criminal court for such an act, so 
long as it is covered by the authority of the foreign state ; but if such an act is 
continued outside the jurisdiction of the state U,g„ by bringing the subjects of 
the foreign state in conflnement to England), then such person can be punished 
in respect of so much of the act as is done outside the territory of the foreign 
state (/?. v. Lesley (1860), Bell, C. 0. 220 ; see Dohree v. Namer (1836), 

2 Bing. (n. C.) 781). The Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 60), 
s. 686, does not apply to a foreigner on a foreign ship committing a negligent 
act which causes a collision with a British ship and the death or a person on 
board the British ship in consMuence of such collision ; such an act is not an 
offence committed on board a British ship** (R, v. Keyn (1876), 2 Ex. D. 63, 
0. 0. E.). “Ship** means for the purposes of the Merchant Shipping Act, 
1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 60), every description of vessel used in navigation not 
propelled by oars (s. 742). Ss. 686 and 687 of the Act apply to all British 
ships whether reg^istered or not {ibid,, s. 72; R, v. Allen (1866), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 
405 ; B, V. Seherg (1870), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 264). The fact that a ship can-ies 
the Britiflii flag and is registered as a British ship is wmd fade evidence that 
it is a British ship, but 3 the ship is in fact owned by an unqualified person, 
e,g,, a foreigner, it is not a British ship, and the English courts have no 
jurisdiction to try an offence committed by a foreigner on Doard such a ship (ff# 
V. Biomsen (1805), I^e. & Ca. 545). 

(j) 24 & 25 Viet. c. 96, s. 116. 

(f) 24 & 26 Viet. c. 97, s. 72. 

(it) 24 A 25 Viet. c. 98, s. 60. 

(x) 24 & 26 Viet. c. 99, s. 36. 

(a) 24 & 25 Viet c. 100, s. 68 
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upon the land in England, and may be tried in any county in 
England in which the offender is apprehended or is in custody, in 
the s aniA manner in all respects as if they had been actually 
committed in that county or place (i>). 

566. Acts done on the open sea, within the territorial waters of 
the King’s dominions, Wt not on a British ship, are not within 
common law jurisdiction, nor were they formerly within 
Admiralty jurisdiction (e). But such acts, although committed on 
board of, or by means of, a foreign ship have been brought by 
statute (d) within Admiralty jurisdiction, and subject to certain 
conditions (e) are triable as if they had been committed on a British 
ship. 

Sub-Sect, 3. — Juritdiction in respect of Crimet committed out <f England, 

567. Treasons committed by a British subject out of England, 
and oppressions committed out of England by colonial governors, 
are triable in the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of 
Justice, or before such commissioners and in such shire of the realm 
as may be assigned by the King’s commission (/). 


(h) See It. V. Peel (1802), Le. & Ca. 231, which decided that a person who 
stole goods on a British ship on the high seas between Madras and Point de 
Galle was rightly tried under s. 115 of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, 
c. 96), in the court of quarter sessions in the borough of Southampton, where 
he was apprehended. 

(c) See Me v. Keyn (1876), 2 Ex. D. 63, C. 0. B., which decided that a foreigner in 
command of a foreign ship, which while passing in the open sea within three 
miles of the shore of England ran into a British ship and killed a passenger 
on board the British ship, was not amenable to English criminal jurisdiction, 
although the facts were such as to amount to manslaughter in English law. 

(d) Temtorial Waters Jurisdiction Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 73). 

(e) Proceedings under the Act against a person who is not a British subject 
cannot be instituted in the XJnitea Kingdom, except with the consent of one 
of the principal Secretaries of State, ana on his certificate that the institution 
of such proceedings is in his opinion expedient, or in any of the King’s 
dominions out of the United Kingdom, except with leave of the governor ol 
the part .of the dominions in which the proceedings are to be instituted, and on 
his certificate that it is expedient that such proceedings should be instituted 
(Territorial Waters Jurisdiction Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 73), s. 3). In this 
Act the word “ship” has a more extensive meaning than in the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 60) (see s. 742), and includes eveiy descrip- 
tion of ship, boat, or other floating craft (Territorial Waters Jurisdiction Act, 
1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 73), s. 7). By “territorial waters” is meant such 
part of the sea adjacent to the coast of the United Kingdom, or the coast of 
some other part of the King’s dominions as is deemed by international law to 
be within the King’s territorial sovereignty ; for the purpose of any offence 
declared by the Act to be within Admiralty jurisdiction, any part of the open 
sea within one marine league of the coast, measured from low- water mark, is to 
be deemed to be open sea within the territorial waters of the King’s dominions 
(Territorial Waters Jurisdiction Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet c. 73), s. 7). Quccre 
whether any offence is triable under the Territorial Waters Act, 1878 ^1 ^ d2 
Viet 0 . 73), except an offence committed on a ** ship” as defined by that Act. 
As to foreign sea-fishing boats within the exclusive fishery limits of the Britiah 
Islands, see Sea Eisheries Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 22), s. 18, and title 
Fisheries. See also Mortemm v. Feter$ (1906), 8 F. (Just Oas.) 93. 

(/} Stat (1543) 85 Hen. 8,o. 2; 3 Co. Inst 11; 4 Co. Inst 124; (1698) 
stat 11 Will. 3, 0 . 12; and see Judicature Act, 1878 (86 & 87 Viet o. 66), 
s. 84 ; Local Government Act, 1888 (51 ft 52 Viot o. 41), s. 89 (and see tiie rule 
under that section, Archbold’s Oriminal Pleading etc., 23xd p. 195). For 
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668. If any morder or manslaughter is committed on land out >• 

of the United Kingdom, whether within the King’s dominions or The Units 
not, and whether the person killed is or is not a subject of the of Criminal 
King, any subject of the King who is accused of committing the Jurisdiction, 
offence may be tried in any county or place in England or Ireland Harder eto. 
in which he is apprehended or is in custody in the same manner 

as if the offence had been actually committed in that county or 
place (</). 

669. Any person who within the realm or in any place belonging Bamjng 

to the realm wilfully and maliciously seta on fire any of the King’s * ****** 
ships of war, arsenals, dockyards etc., may be tried for the offence * 
either in any shire or county within the realm or in the place 
where the offence is committed (/t). 

670. A subject of the King is triable in England, if without the Offences 
King’s dominions he unlawfully and maliciously does any act with 

intent to cause by an explosive substance an explosion in the United s^un^ 
Kingdom of a nature likely to endanger life or cause serious injury Act, isss. 
to property, or who conspires to cause such an explosion (t). 

571. A master or any other person belongingto a British ship who Herobuit 
wrongfully forces on shore or leaves behind in any place on shore or 
at sea, in or out of the King’s dominions, a seaman or apprentice ‘ 


a modern inetance of a trial under stat. 35 Hen. 6, o. 2, in the Kiug*B Bench 
Division of the Hi^h Court of Justice, see if. v. Lynch, n903] 1 K. B. 444, 
where a British subject was tried at the Boyal Oourte of Justice, London, for 
treason committed in South Africa. Treasons committed in Scotland are 
triable in Scotland, and not, it seems, in England (Treason Act, 1708 (7 Ann, 
c. 21), 8, 4), unless by virtue of a special statute (see if. v. Kinloch (1746), 18 
State Tr. 395 ; if. v. liardie (1820), 1 State Tr. (n. 8.) 609, at p. 661). Treasons 
committed by a native of Scotland upon the nigh sea or in any place out of 
Great Britain are triable either in Scotland or in such shire, stewart^, or county 
of Great Britain as shall be assigned by the King’s commission (Treason Act, 
1708 (7 Ann. c. 21), s. 7). For instances of persons tried in England for treasons 
committed in Ireland, see Macguire'e [Lord) Cate (1646), 4 State Tr. 653; 
Pluhkeft Cate (1681), 8 State Tr. 447 ; 3 Oo. Inst. 11. As to offences committed 
out of England by persons in the public service, see p. 289, poet, 

(g) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 100), s. 9. Bee 
R. V. Nehon (1867), reported by F. Oockbum. An alien while resident here 
is, it seems, a subject of the King within the meaning of this statute, as far as 
respects hds liability for acts done in England, but not for acts done abroad (/f. v. 
Bernard (1858), 8 State Tr. (w. 8.) 887, per Lord Campbell, O.J., at p. 1056 ; 
see Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 100), s. 4). As to 
a conspiracy or a solicitation to murder an alien who is outside the King’s 
dominions, see Offences against tiie Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), 
s. 4, which provides for most of the cases which were raised, but not decided, in 
R, V. Bernard, supra. It seems that to constitute an offence under that section 
some act must be done in England. An English subject who conspires abroad 
with someone in England to commit one of the acts prohibited by the section 
might, it seems, be tried in England, if his fellow-conspirator did anjr overt act 
in England in pursuance of the conspiracy (see (ireaves, Oriminal Law 
Consolidation Acts, 2nd ed., p. 37}. A person who baa been tried and convicted 
or acqui.tted by a court of competent jurisdiction in a foreign county cannot in 
respect of the same offence be tried again here (if. v. ifocAe (1775), 1 Leach, 134). 
As to the venue in cases cf murder and manslaughter, whore the injury is 
inflicted in England or Ireland and the death occurs elsewhere, or vice vend, see 
p. 289, poet, 

(A) 12 Geo. 3, c. 24. See p. 773, poet, 

(t) Explosive Substances Act, 1883 (46 Yict. o. 3), s. 3 ; see p. 775, poet. 
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to the sea service before the completion of the voyage for which such 
seaman or apprentice was engaged, or before the return of the ship 
to the United Kingdom, is guilty of a misdemeanour W, and may 
be tried in the place where the offence was committed, if such place 
is in the King’s dominions, or in any place in the King’s dominions 
in which the offender may be (0- 

672. The Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870 (m), extends to all the 
dominions of the King, including the adjacent territorial waters (a). 

Any subject of the King or any foreigner temporarily resident in 
any part of the King’s dominions who, being in the King’s 
dominions, acts in contravention of the Act commits an offence 
for which he may be tried in the place where the offence was wholly 
or partly committed, if such place is in the King’s dominions, or in 
any place in the King’s dominions where the offender may be (b). 

673. The acts which are made offences by the Official Secrets 
Act, 1889 (c), if committed by anyone in any part of the King’s 
dominions and if committed by British officers or subjects else- 
where, are punishable in England or in the place where the offence 
was committed (d). 

674. An offence under the Commissioners for Oaths Act, 1889(e), 
whether committed within or without the King’s dominions, may be 
tried in the county or place in the United Kingdom in which 
the person charged with the offence was apprehended or is in 
custody, and the offence is to be deemed to have been committed in 
that county or place (/). 

676. A person who knowingly and wilfully makes a false oath 
or signs a false notice under the Foreign Marriage Act, 1892 (^), for 
the purpose of procuring a marriage, or who forbids a marriage 
under that Act by falsely representing himself to be a person whose 
consent to the marriage is required by law, if he knows such repre- 
sentation to be false, may be tried in any county in England as if 
the oflfence had been committed in that county (/i). 

576. If a person without lawful excuse receives or has in his 
possession in England property stolen outside the United Kingdom, 
with guilty knowledge that it has been stolen, he commits an 
offence triable in England (t). 


(/f) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Yict. o. 60), s. 187. 

(1) Ibid., 8. 684. 

(/ji) 33 & 34 Viet. c. 90. See p. 528, post. 

(a) Ibid,, 8. 2. 

(b) Ibid,, 8. 16. 

(cj 62 & 63 Viet 0. 62. See p. 480, post, 

{a) Ibid,, 8. 6 (1). The place of trial for such offences is either any com- 
petent British court in the place where the offence was committed or the 
High Court or the Central Cnminal Court in England (s. 6 (2)). 

U) 62 Viet. 0 . 10. See-p. 636, po$t 

If) Ibid„B, 9. 

ig) 66 & 66 Viet c. 23. 

(A) Ibid,, 8. 16. The acts which are made criminal by this section are, from 
their natui^, mostly acts which are done outside the ^’ing's dominions; so far 
as regards such acts, the section, it seems, only applies to British subjects (B, y. 
Jameion, [1896'] 2 Q. B. 426, at p. 430). 

(t) liarceny Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet c. 62), s. 1 (1); soo R, y. Patmi (IS97), 
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577. It is an offence triable in England and else\rhere in the 
King’s dominions for a subject of the King to kill, capture, or 
pursue fur seals within a zone of sixty miles around the Fribiloff 
Islands at any time or in a certain defined area of the Pacific 
Ocean in any year from the 1st May to the Slst July (k). 

678. A statute, unless it contains signs of a contrary intention, 
applies only to the United Kingdom ; and if it makes certain acts 
criminal, such acts are in the absence of provision to the contrary 
only criminal, even in the case of British subjects, if done within 
the United Kingdom (Z). 

679. Except in the case of piracy gentitm, no person who is 
not a subject of the King can be tried in England in respect of any 
act which he commits outside the King's dominions (m). 

Sect. 4. — Venue. 

680. Every criminal court, except the High Court of Parliament 
and the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice, lias 
its jurisdiction limited to some part of England, and unless expressly 
empowered by statute cannot try any crimes other than those 
committed within the area of its jurisdiction. 

681. The proper area of jurisdiction for the trial of a crime by 
indictment is called the venue (n). 

The venue must be laid in the margin of every indictment, and 
no court has jurisdiction to try an indictment if the venue is not 
properly laid (o). 


61 J. P. 536, and p. 680, post. As to stealing etc. in one part of the United 
Kingdom and having possession of the stolen property in another part, see 
pp. 288, 681, post. 

(k) Behring Sea Award Act, 1894 (o7 Viet. c. 2), s. 1 ; see the First Schedule, 
arts. 1, 2. &e also the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Viet. c. 60), 
B. 745 (f). 

(l) See B. V. Jameson, [1896] 2 Q. B. 425, per Lord Eubsell, O.J., at p. 430 ; 
R. V. Keyn (1876), 2 Ex. D. 63, C. 0. E., per Cookbuen, O.J., at p. 210 ; and 
compare NiJxwet v, Nihoyet (1878), 4 P. D. 1, 0. A., at p. 19 ; Uolquhoun v, 
Heddon (1890), 25 Q, B. D. 129, 0. A., per Lord Eshee, M.E., at p. 135 ; 
Jefferys v. Boosey (1854), 4 H. L. Cas. 815, per Lord Obaitwoeth, at p. 955 ; 
Cope V, Doherty (1858), 27 L. J. (OH.) 600, 0. A. ; Thomson v. Advocate- General 
(1845), 12 01. & Fin. 1, H. L. ; Ex parte Blair (1879), 12 Ch. D. 532; Adam v. 
British and Foreign Steamship Co., [1898] 2 Q. B. 430 ; Davidssonr. Hill, [1901] 
2 K. B. 606 ; Bosseter v. Cahlman (1853), 22 L. J. (EX.) 128, per Pollock, O.B., 
at p. 129; Tomalin v. Pearson, [1909] 2 K. B. 61, atp. 64. 

(m) R. V. Lewis (1857), 1 Dears. & B. 182; R. v. Depardo (1807), 1 
Taunt 26; B. v. Jameson, [1896] 2 Q. B. 425, at p. 430. And see p. 272, 
ante, 

(n) Venue means the place from which a jury could be summoned onginally 
by the writ of venire facias juraiores (now abolished ; see Common Law 
Procedure Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet o. 76), s. 104) to try the issues in civil and 
criminal trials. According to some authorities venue is the same as visne 
{vicinetnm) or vicinage, and means a “ place next to that where anything that 
comes to bo tried is supposed to bo done ” (Tennes de la Ley, sub nom. Venue). 
Originally on every tnal some of the lury had to be of the same hundred, or 
sometimes of the same parish or neighbourhood, in which the thing was sup- 
posed to be done {ibid.). See generally as to venue, British South Africa Co, v. 
Companhia de Mozambique, [1893] A. C. 602. 

(o) The area of jurisdiction mupt be either a county, an assize district, the 
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Crihikal Law and Procedure. 

Sttb-Seot. 1. — At Common Law. 

582. The common law rule is that the proper venue for the trial 

of a crime is the area of jurisdiction in which the place is where 
the crime was committed (p). ^ ^ 

Statutory provision is made for the trial of certain crimes (5) 
before courts other than those within the area of whose jurisdiction 
such crimes were committed, but, in the absence of statutory 
provision, the common law rule governs the venue. 

583. The locality of a crime varies with the nature of the crime. 
If the crime is an act of omission, the place where the crime is 
committed is the place where the act which is omitted ought to 
have been done (r). If the crime consists of an act or acts of com- 
mission which is or are done in one place, that is the place where 
the crime is committed («). 


district of the Central Criminal Court, or a city or borough where such borough 
has a separate court of quarter sessions. The venue is thus laid : — In the case of 
an indictment found by the grand jury of a county, “ County of Worcester 
to wit,” of an assize district, “County of Warwick, Birmingham Division, to 
wit” (see Order in Council of 26th June, 1884, Stat. R. & 0. Eev., VIL, 791) ; in 
the case of an indictment found at the Central Criminal Court (the district of 
which for purposes of venue is to be deemed to be one county), “Central 
Criminal Court to wit^^ (Central Criminal Court Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, 

O . 36), 8. 8) ; in the case of an indictment found by the grana ji^y of a city 
or borougn which is a county of itself, “ Coimty of the City of Worcester to 
wit” or “ County of the Town of Newcastle-upon-Tyne to wit ” ; in the case of 
an indictment found by the grand jury of a borough which is not a county of 
itself, “ Borough of Wolverhampton to wit.” 

ip) Prynne on the Fourth Institute, 92 ; 1 Hale, P. 0. 661, 662 ; 2 Hale, 

P. 0. 163; R, V. Oough (1781), 2 Doug. (k. b.) 791; R. v. Weston (1770), 4 
Burr. 2607, atp. 2511. 

ifl) Seep. 283, 

(r) R. V. Milner (1846), 2 Car. & Kir. 310. So in the case of an act of com- 
mission, such as embezzlement, when there is no evidence of embezzlement 
except non-accounting, the venue may be laid in the place where the non- 
acooimting occuired ; but this does not apply where there is distinot evidence 
of misappropriation elsewhere, for then the onence is triable in either place (see 
E, V. Davison and Gordon (1865), 7 Cox, 0. C. 158, per Aij)KBSON, B., at p. 162 ; 
J?. V. Murdock (1851), 5 Cox, 0. C. 360, 0. 0. R. ; R, v. Taylor (1803), Russ. & 
Ry. 63 ; R. v. Rogers (1877), 3 Q. B. D. 28, C. C. R. ; R. v. Hohson (1803), Russ. 

6 Ry. 66; R. V Treadgold (1878), 14 Cox, C. C. 220, C. C. R. 

(«) Thus, where the charge is one of perjury in swearing a false affidavit, the 
crime is complete by the act of sweai^g, and the place where that act is done is 
the place where the crime is committ^. If the affidavit is used in another 
place, such use is no part of the crime of perjury, but is an independent crime for 
which the offender may be tried in the place where the affidavit is used ; the venue 
must be laid where the false oath is t^en, not where the affidavit is used ; the 
crime is complete, even if no use is made of the affidavit (R. v. Crossleu (1797), 

7 Term Rep. 315). If perjury is committed within the limits of a city wnich is a 
county of itself on the trial of an issue before a jury of the county at large, the 
ofiPerioe is triable before a jury either of the city or of the county at large ik, v. 
Qou^h (1781), 2 Doug. ^k. b.) 791 ; R. v. Jones (1833), 6 0. & P. 137). Tne crime 
of bigamy is oommitted in the place where the second marriage took place (1 Hale, 
P. 0. 694), although, in order to prove the crime, evidence must be given of the 
first marriage, whicffi may have been solemnised elsewhere. See further as to 
the venue in bigamy. Offences a^nstthe Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 100), 
s. 67, and p. 284, note (c), posf. As regards forgery, the fact that the accused was 
seen in ^e place where we forged document was uttered in company with the 
utterer is evidence that the forgery took place there and justinee the venue 
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A criminal enterprise may consist of a continuing act which is 
done in more^laces than one or of a series of acts which are done 
in several places. In such cases, though there is one criminal 
enterprise, there may be several crimes ; and a crime is committed 
in each place where a complete criminal act is performed, although 
such act may be only a part of the enterprise (0* 

584. What constitutes a complete criminal act is determined 
by the nature of the crime. Thus, as regards continuing acts, in 
the case of sending by post or otherwise a libellous or threatening 
letter, or a letter to provoke a breach of the peace, a crime is com- 
mitted, both where the letter is posted or otherwise sent, and also 
where it is received, and the venue may be laid in either place (a). 

In obtaining money etc. by false pretences the gist of the offence 
is the obtaining, and the crime is committed where the money is 
obtained, and not where the false pretences are made (6). 

If money obtained by false pretences is sent by letter at the 
request of the accused, the crime is committed both where the letter 
is posted and where it is received (c). 

As regards simple larceny, if property is stolen in one county and 


being laid there {R. v. Corah (1827), 2 Russell on Crimes, 6th ed., 658—659 ; but 
see Park€i'6 Case (1796), 2 Leach, 775). 

(/) Many of these cases are provided for by statute Criminal Law 
Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 12), by which if a felony or misdemeanour is 
begun in one county and completed in another it may be tried in either 
{R, V. Jones (1830), 1 Russell on Crimes, 6th ed., 5, and p. 285, <post) ; but tWe 
are many cases to which the statute is not applicable, e.y., where some of 
the acts rel&ting to a crime are done out of England (see R. y. Peters (1886}, 16 
Q. B. D. 636, C. C. R. ; R, v. Ellis, [^18991 1 Q. B. 230, C. C. E.). In such 
cases the venue is determined by the riues of the common law. 

(a) R, V. Burdett (1820), 4 B. & Aid. 95 ; R. v. Oirdwood (1776), 2 East, P. C. 
1120; R, V. Esser (176^, 2 East, P. C. 1125 ; R, v, Williams (1810), 2 Camp. 
506 ; Trial of the Seven Bishops (1688), 12 State Tr. 183, 354 ; i?. v. Watson (1808^ 
1 Camp. 215 ; R, y. Johnson (1805), 7 East, 65. 

(5) k V. Ellis, [1899] 1 Q. B. 230, C. C. R. ; R. v. BuUery, cited in R, v. 
Burdett, supra, at p, 179; and see R. y. Holmes (1883), 12 Q. B. !>. 23, C. 0. R. 

(c) R. V. Jones (1850), 1 Den, 551 ; R, v. Leech (1856), 7 Cox, 0. 0. 100. But 
where the charge is that of attempting to obtain money etc. by false pretences, the 
locality of the crime is, it seems, the place where the faltfe pretences axe made. 
If goods are obtained by false pretences in one county and removed into 
another, the trid must be in the county where the goods were obtained (R. y. 
Stanhury (1862), Le. & Ca. 128). An undischarg^ bankrupt commits the 
ofPence of obtaining credit to the amount of £20 or upwards under the Bank- 
ruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet c. 52), s. 31, in the place where he obtains goods 
on credit (R, v. Dawson (1888), 16 Cox, 0. C. 556, Cf C. R.). If an undischarged 
bankrupt living at N., in England, writes to a person in Ireland and orders 
goods to be sent on credit to N. from Ireland, and the goods are iso sent and are 
received in N., the oRence is committed in N. (if. v. Peters, supra ; and see if. 
v, July (1886), 55 L. T. 788, C. C. E. ; if. v. Ellis, supra). Adefendonii by false 

f retenoes in letters^Written in London and sent to Paris induced stockbrokers in 
'aris to give him credit and to buy stock for him ; no scrip or shares were 
delivered to him, but in some cases the stock was sold at a profit and he received 
the difference between the prices at which the stock wm bought and those at 
which it was sold ; in other oases the stock bought on his account was not sold, 
and the stockbrokers in Paris had to pay for it ; it was held that he had obtained 
credit in London, and could be tri^ in the Central Criminal Court (R. T« 
ffurwitz, 0. 0. 0. Sessions Papers, November, 1908, 22). 
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SioT. 4. carried by the thief into other counties, the venue may be laid either 

▼eime. in the county where he originally stole the goods or in any county 

into which he tahes them animo furandi, and this is so even though 
the removal into one county may be after a considerable interval of 
time(d); but this rule does not apply where the stolen property is 
taken into a county by the thief after his arrest in the company of 
and with the consent of the constable who has charge of him (e). 

The rule that a person who steals property in one county and 
removes it into another may be tried in the second county only 
applies to simple larceny, and does not apply to compound larceny, 
i.e., larceny with some aggravating circumstance, as taking from 
the house or person (/). A person who commits compound larceny 
in one county and carries the stolen property into another county 
cannot be convicted of compound larceny in the second county, 
but may, it seems, be indicted and tried in the second county for 
simple larceny (g). 

The offence of receiving stolen property is committed and triable 
in the place where the property is received (fe). 

The offence of abduction is committed not only in the county in 
which the woman or girl is originally taken, but also in any county 
into which she is carried by force (t). 

A person who in one place fires a shot or throws a missile 
with criminal intent and kills or injures a person who is in 
another place commits the crime in the place where the injury 
is received {j). 


(d) It, V. County (1810), 2 Russell on Crimes, Cth ed., 286; Parkings Caset 
(1824), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 45 ; It, v. Itogere (1868), L. R. 1 C. C. R. 136 : Griffith v. 
Taylor (1870), 2 0. P. D. 194, 0. A., at p. 202. 

(e) JR. V. Simmonda (1834), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 408. If the nature of pro- 
perty stolen in one place is altered, and the property in its altered state is 
carried by the thief into another place, the thief is guilty of larceny in the 
second place as well as in the first, but the indictment ii presented in the second 
place would be differently expressed from an indictment presented in the first 
place, €.g., if a thief stole a live turkey in one place and carried it to another 
and killed it there, or stole a brass furnace in one place and carried it to 
another and broke it into pieces there, the indictment if presented in the first 
place would allege that he stole a “live turkey ” or a “brass furnace,** but if 
presented in the second place that he stole a “ dead turkey ’* or “pieces of 
brass ’* {It. y. Edwards (1822), Russ, & Ry. 497 ; R, v. Halloway (1823), 1 0. & P. 
127). So, if several jointly steal in the county of A. and then divide the 
goods, and each afterwards carries his separate share into the county of B., 
th^ may be tried for a joint felony in the county of A., but not in the county 
of B., ; if tried in the county of B., they must be tried for separate felonies (/?. 
V. Barnett (1818), 2 Russell on Grimes, 6th ed., 284). 

(/) 4 Bl. Com. 229, 

(^) R. V. Thomson (1795), 2 Bussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 283; Thomas's Case 
(1794), 2 Leach, 634 ; R, v. Fenley (1903), 20 Cox, C. C. 252. Nor does the rule 
apply to a statutory larceny which is not a larceny at common law. If the 
original taking is only a statutory felony, the subsequent possession cannot be 
considered as larceny {R, v. Millar (1837), 7 C. 4 P. 665). Stee as to Poet Office 
offences, p. 644, post. The nfie does not apply to false pretences (JR. v. Stanhury 
(1862), Le, & Ca. 128). 

(h) R, V. Martin (1849), 1 Den. 398. See, further, as to the venue in oases of 
receiving, Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. a 96), s. 96, and p. 288, post, 

{%) Fulwood's (has (1637), Cro, Car. 488 ; R, v. Gordon (1804), 3 Bussell on 
Crimes, 6th ed., 255. 

{j) R, y. Coomhes (1785), 1 Leach, 388; and see R v. Rogers (1877), 3 Q. B. D, 
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The offence of high treason is committed in every county in which 
an overt treasonable act is done, and if several such acts are done 
in different counties, the venue may be laid in any one of these 
counties, and evidence at such trial may be given of overt acts in 
other counties (fc). 

Conspiracy may be tried in the place where the conspirators 
agreed to do the wrongful act which is the object of the conspiracy, 
but as the place of agreement is often unknown, conspiracy is 
generally a matter of inference deduced from criminal acts of the 
accused persons which are done in pursuance of a common criminal 
purpose, and are often not confined to one place; a charge of 
conspiracy may consequently be laid in any county where one of 
these criminal acts is committed ; although no act may have been 
done by some of the accused in that county, yet if all the accused 
had a common criminal purpose and jointly co-operated in forward- 
ing it in different counties, the venue may be laid in any county in 
which overt acts are done by some one of them in prosecution of 
the conspiracy (0. 

A person who procures the commission of an offence commits the 
offence in the place where the act is done the commission of which 
he has procured, although he himself never was in that place (m). 

If a person incites another to commit an offence, but the offence 
is not actually committed, the person who incites is guilty of a 
crime, which is triable, it seems, where the incitement took 
place (n). 


Sub-Sectt. 2 . — Statutory Provisions^ 

586. Where the common law rule as to venue is relaxed, and 
provision is made by statute that a crime may be tried in some 
county or place other than that in which it was committed, the 
venue to be laid in the margin of the indictment is the area of 
jurisdiction of the court in which the indictment is found (a). 


28, 0. 0. R., ©er Field, J., atp. 34. Oases of this kind are in most instances 
provided for by statute (see Onminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 12, and 
p. 285, post). If the shot was fired or the missile thi'own but no one was hit, the 
offence of attempting to do the inju^ would be committed, it is submitted, in 
the place whore the person was who fired the shot or threw the missile. 

(A:) Vane* a {Sir Henry) Case (1662), Kel. 14, 16; Orahmda {Sir Richard) Case 
(1691), 12 Stete Tr. 646, atpp. 726, 740. 

(/) R. V. Brisac (1803), 4 East, 164, per GuosE, J., at p. 171; R, y, Bowes 
(1787), cited 4 East, atp. 171). And semhle^ if a British subject, being abroad, 
conspires with someone m England to commit a crime in England, the British 
subject is triable in England, if his feUow-conspirator does any overt act in 
England in pursuance of the conspiracy (see R. v. Jameson^ [1896] 2 Q. B. 426, 
at p. 431 ; Greaves, (Criminal Law Consolidation Acts, 2nd ea.,p. 37). 

(m) A V. Johnson (1805), 7 East, 65; A v. Brisac (1803), 4 East, 164 ; A v. 
Bull (1845), 1 Oox, 0. 0. 281 ; but, as to accessoiies, see now Accessories and 
Abettors Act, 1861 (24 k 25 Yict c. 94), s. 7, and p. 285, jpo^. 

S A V. Higgins (1801), 2 East, 5; A v. Qreyory (1867), L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 77. 
e rules as to venue are much less strict in the case of misdemeanours 
than in the cam of felonies {R* v. Burdett (1820), 4 B. A Aid. 95, psr Abbott, 0. J.^ 
at p. 171 ; A v. EllU, [1899] 1 a B. 230, C. 0. E., per Beuoe, J., at p. 242). 

(a) ^ A V. Mitehell (1842), 2 Q. B. 636; but see Ooimties of Cities Aot« 
17^ (38 Qeo. 3, o. 62), s. 3, and p. 286, poet. 
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Cbiminal Law and Pbocedure. 

For the trial of some crimes the venue may be laid in any county 
in England (b). 

In the case of certain other crimes the venue may be laid either 
in the county in which they are committed, if they are committed 
in England, or in the county or place in which the accused person is 
apprehended, or in custody (c), or in which such person is(d). 

{b) Namely, the offence of violently assaulting or resisting officers of excise, if 
the offence is committed in England (Excise Management Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, 
c. 53), 8. 43) ; offences against the Customs Acts, if committed in l^gland, and 
if the indictment is preferred under the direction of the Commissioners of 
Customs (Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 36), s. 258); 
offences a^inst the Inciteipent to Mutiny Act, 1797 (87 Geo. 3, c. 70) (see 
s. 2) ; offences punishable as perjury under the Foreign Marriage Act, 1892 
^5 & 56 Viet. c. 23) (see s. 15) ; burning the Bjng*s ships etc. either m the United 
Kingdom or in any British possession (Dockyards etc. Protection Act, 1772 
(12 Geo. 3, 0 . 24)). An offence against the Unlawful Oaths Act, 1797 (37 (^eo. 3, 
c. 123) (see s. 6) ; or the Unlawful Oaths Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, c. 104) (see s. 7), 
whether committed on ^e high seas or out of England, may be ^ied before any 
com t of oyer and terminer or gaol delivery in any ooimty of England, as if the 
offence had been therein committed. 

(c) Namely, bigamy (Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, 
c. 100), 8. 57 ; jR. v. Smith (1858), 1 F. & F. 36 ; li, v. Whiley (1840), 1 Oar. & Kir. 
150, 0. 0. E.). Offences against the Post OflBce Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 48), s. 72 ; 
see title Post OFfiOE. Embezzlement of public money by any person 
employed in the public service or in the police (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet. 0 . 96), 8. 70). Offences agmnst the Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), or 
the offences of offering, uttering, disposing of, or altenng any matter with 
knowledge that it is forged or altered, or being an accessory to such an offence 
{ihid.f s. 41) ; Jl, v. James (1836), 7 ( 3 . & P. 553 j 7?. v. Smythies (1849), 1 Den. 
498). Murder or manslaughter by a British subject of any person on land out of 
the United Kingdom or being accessory to such murder or manslaughter 
(Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 190), s. 9). Offences 
committed on the high seas and other places within the jurisdiction of the 
Admii'alty (Admiral^ Offences Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 2), ss. 1 & 2; 
see Merchant Shaping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), s, 687 ; and as 
to the Central (Jriminal Court, see Central Criminal Court Act, 1834 
(4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 36), s. 22 ; Admiralty Offences Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 2), 
B. 4; and Central Criminal Court (Prisons) Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 64), 
B. 2 (2)). All indictable offences mentioned in the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, 
c. 96), in the Malicious Injuries to Property Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. q. 97), in 
the Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), in the Coinage Offences Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), and in the Offences against the Person Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet, a 100), if such offences are committed within the juris- 
diction of the Admiralty (see Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), 
B. 115; Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vici c. 97), s, 72; Forgery 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 50; Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet. c. 99), s. 36 ; Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), 
s. (^). Offences committed out of the King's dominions by a master etc. of a 
British ship or by a person who within three months previously has been 
employed in such a capacity (see Merchant Shippi^ Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet o. 60), 
•« 687). Offences committed out of the United Kmgdom against the Explosive 
Substances Act, 1883 (46 Viet c. 3), s. 7). Offences against the Commissioners 
for Oaths Act, 1889 (52 Viot c. 10), s. 9, whether committed within or without 
the King's dominions. If a person who has been sentenced to penal servitude 
commits the offence of being at large before the expiration of his sentence, 
he is triable either in the county or place in which he is apprehended 
or in which he was sentenced (Transpoitation Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 84), s. 22 ; 
Penal Servitude Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viot c. 3), s. 3). An offence under the 
Pentonville Prison Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viot. c. 29), is triable before justices of 
oyer and terminer either at the Central Criminal Court or in the oounty in 


(d) For note (d) seep. 285« 
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wbicdi the offender is tahen (s« 28). An accessory either before or after the fact 
to a felony wholly committed in England may be tried by any court which has 
jurisdiction to try the principal felony or any felonies committed in any county 
or place in which the act by which the person becomes an accessory is com- 
mitted ; in every other case flie accessory may be tried by any court which has 
jurisdiction to ta^ the principal felony or any felonies committed in any county 
or place in which the accesso]^ is apprehended or in custody, whether the 
principal felony has been committed on the sea or on the land, or begun on the 
sea and completed on the land, or begun on the land and completed on the sea, 
and whether within or without the King's dominions, or partly within and 
partly without the King's dominions (Accessories and Abettors Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet. 0 . 94), 8. 7 ; see^R. v. Wallace (1841), Oar. & M. 200). If a person within 
the iurisdiction of the Admiralty becomes accessory to any felony, “ the venue 
shall be the same as if the offence had been committed in the county or place in 
which he is indicted" (Accessories and Abettois Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet c, 94), 

B. 9). If a statute authorises the trial of a crime in a county where the accused 
is in custody, and he is committed to take his trial in any particular county, but 
is allowed out on bail, he may be tried in that county, though he is not in confine- 
ment, till he surrenders in discharge of his bail (R. v. Smythm (1849), 1 Den. 498). 

(d) An offence in connection with the slave trade may be tried either where 
the offence was committed or in Middlesex, or in any place in which the person 
guilty of the offence may for the time being be ; wnere any such offence is 
commenced at one place and completed at another, the offence may be tried at 
either place. If a person being in one place is accessory to or aids and abets 
any such offence committed in another place, he may be tried either where the 
offence was actually committed or where the offender was at the time of his being 
accessory, aiding or abetting (Slave Trade Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 88), s. 26). 

Any offence under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 38 Viet. o. 60), for 
the purpose of riving jurisdiction is deemed to have been committed either in 
the place in wnich it was actually committed or in any place in which the 
offender may be (s. 684) ; these provisions apply to a prosecution under the 
Behring Sea Award Act, 1894 (57 Viet. c. 2), s. 1 (2), (5), and Sohed. II. 

Similar provisions are to be found in the Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 
Viet. c. 90), ss. 16, 17. It is stated in some authorities that an indictment for 
extortion may be laid in any county imder 31 Eliz. c. 5, s. 4 (see 2 Starkie, 

Criminal Pleading, 2nd ed., 611, n. ; but there was a doubt whether s. 4 applied 
to indictments (2 Ohitty, Criminal Law, 293, n.J ; ss. 2, 3, 4, and 6 of the 
statute were repealed as to civil proceedings oy the Civil Procedure Acts 
Repeal Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 69), but remain in force as to criminal 
pleadings. The proper course, it seems, would be to lay the indictment for 
extortion in the county where any act of extortion was committed. If a 
person commits an offence against the Customs Acts in any place on the 
water not being within any county of the United Kingdom, or if the revenue 
ofiBoers have any doubt whether such place is within the boundaries of any such 
county, he is tnable in the place in which the offence was actually committed 
or where the offender may be or be brought (Customs OonsoHdation Act, 1876 

S 39 & 40 Viet c. 36), s. 229). An offence oommitted by a British subject on a 
iritish ship on the mgh seas, or in any foreign port or harbour or on board any 
foreign ship to which he does not belong, or an offence oommitted by an alien 
on board any British srip on the high seas, may be tried before any court of 
justice in the King's dominions, if the offender is found within the jurisdiction 
of the court, and u the court would have had cognisance of the offence, had it 
been oommitted within the limits of its ordinary jurisdiction (Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Viet. c. 60), s. 686; see E. v. Lopez (1858), Dears. & B. 525). 

(e) CrimWl Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 12. One effect of the Act is 
to give adjoining counties concurrent jurisdictioii over an area of 1000 yards 
trough the centre of which runs the boundary. The Act applies to all offences 


686. The venae of an offence oommitted on the boundary or 
boandaries of two or more counties or within the distance of 500 
^ards of any such boundary, or begun in one county and completed 
m another, may be laid in any of these counties in the same manner 
as if it bad been actually and wholly committed there (e). 
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687 . An indictmGnt for an offence committed within the county 
of a city or town corporate, except in London, Westminster, or the 
borough of Southwark, may be j)ref erred to the grand jury of the 
next adjoining county at the sessions of oyer and terminer or gaol 
delivery and may be tried there (/). If an indictment for such an 
offence has been found by the grand jury of the county of a city or 
town, any court of oyer and terminer holden for such county of a 


even to those, e.^gr., burglary, which are local in their character (R, v. Ruck (1829), 
2 Euflsell on Crimes, 6th ed., 46). The offence may be laid and tried in either 
county, but where it is laid, there it must be tried ; it cannot be laid in one county 
and tried in another (R. v. Mitchell (1842), 2 Q. B. 636). The distance of 600 yards 
is to bo measured geometrically from the place where the offence is committed to 
the nearest point of the boundary, and not along the road (E. v. Wood (1841), 
6 Jur. 226); the distance, it seems, is to be measured on a map without regard to 
the curvature or inequalities of the surface of the earth (see Mouflet v. Cole 
(1872), 42 L. J. (ex.) 8, Ex. Oh. ; and compare Municipal Corporations Act, 
i882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 231 ; Interpretation Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 63), 
s. 34). The Act does not apply to trials in limited jurisdictions {e,g.y in boroughs 
which are not counties of tnemselves), but only to counties ; thus, an offence 
committed within 600 yards of the boundary of a borough which is not a county 
of itself cannot be tried at the garter sessions for the borough {R. v. Wehh 
(1827), 1 Mood. C. C. 176). The words “begun in one county and com- 
pleted in another’’ do not make it necessa^ that there should be active and 
continuing agency in the person who commite the offence ; thus, where a blow 
was struck in the county of Worcester, and the person struck di^ in the city of 
Worcester, which is a county of itself, it was hela that the offender could be tried 
for manslaughter in the city (/?. v. Jones (1830), 1 Eussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 
6). As regards detached parts of a county which are surrounded in whole or in 
part by another county, the Counties (Detached Parts) Act, 1839 (2 & 3 
Vict. c. 82), s. 1, gives the justices of the county which surrounds the detached 
part jurisdiction to act over that part, and the effect is that a crime committed 
in such a detached part may be tried in the county which surrounds it or in 
the county to which the detached part belongs {R. v. Loader (1840), 1 Eussell on 
Crimes, 6th ed., 7, note (w) ; Dickinson’s Quarter Sessions, 6th ed. , 209). As to the 
transference of outlying parts of a county to another county, see County Police 
Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. c. 88), 8. 2, as explained by 21 & 22 Vict. c. 68, s. 2 
(repealed by Statute Law Eevision Act, 1892 (65 & 66 Vict. c. 19) ). 

(f) Counties of Cities Act, 1798 (38 Geo. 3, c. 62), ss. 2, 10 ; Municipal 
Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Vict. c. 60), s. 188, Sched. VI. The venue in 
cases tried under the Counties of Cities Act, 1798 (38 Geo. 3, a 62), is to be 
deemed to be the county of the city or town, and this may be stated in the 
margin of the indictment, with or without the name of the county in which the 
offender is to be tried, or may be stated in the body of the indictment (Criminal 
Procedure Act, 1861 (14 & 16 Vict. c. 100), s. 23 ; this enactment provides 
for the difficulty that arose from the conffioting decisions of R, v. Mellor 
(1808), Euss. & Ey. 144, and JR. v. Ooff (1810), Euss. & Ey. 179). A county 
of a city or town is a city or town which has been constitute a county 
of itself, and is not comprised in any other county, and is governed by 
its own sheriffs and other ma^strates so that no officer of the county at 
large has power to intermeddle therein (1 Bl. Com. 119; The Gloucester 
Case (1693), Poph. 16; R, v. Gough (1781), 2 Doug. (k. b.) 791). The fol- 
lowing are the counties of dties: — Bristol, Canterbury, Chester, Exeter, 
Gloucester, Lichfield, Lincoln, Norwich, Worcester, York, £ingston-upon- 
Hull, and Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The following are the counties of towns : — 
Berwick-upon-Tweed, Carmaorthen, Haverfordwest, Nottingham, Poole, and 
Southampton (see stai 6 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), ss. 61, 109, and 6 & 6 Vict. c. 110, 
8. 1). Separate commissions of assize are issued and executed for the counties of 
the dties or towns of Newcastle-upon-Tj^e, Exeter, Bristol, Norwich, Gloucester, 
Lincoln, Nottinghi^ Worcester, York, Haverfoi^west, and Carmarthen, and 
the borough of LeioeiBter (Archbold’s Criminal Pleading, 23rd ed., p. 46). If 
for five years next before the passing of the Criminal Justice Admmistiation 
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city or town may order the indictment to be tried by a jury of the 
next adjoining county (g). 

588. If a person tenders, utters, or puts off any counterfeit coin 
in any county or jurisdiction, and also tenders, utters, or puts 
off any other counterfeit coin in any other county or jurisdiction 
on the same day or within ten days next ensuing, or if two or 
more persons act in concert in different counties or jurisdic- 
tions to commit any offence against the Coinage Offences Act, 
1861 (/e), the venue may be laid in any one of those counties or 
jurisdictions (i). 

689. The venue of an offence committed on any person, or 
in respect of any property, in or upon any coach, waggon, cart, or 
other carriage employed on any journey or on board any vessel 
employed on any voyage or journey upon any navigable river, 
canal, or inland navigation, may be laid in any county through any 
part whereof such coach, waggon, cart, carriage, or vessel passes in 
the course of the journey or voyage during which the offence is 
committed, in the same manner as if it had been actually committed 
in such county (k). 


Act, 1851, a commission of oyer and terminer was not directed to bo executed 
within any county of a city or county of a town then until such commission 
shall be directed to be executed there, indictments for offences committed therein 
may be preferred and tried in the adjoining county (Criminal Justice Adminis- 
tration Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet, c, 55), s. 19; Municipal Corporations Act, 
1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 188), For this puimose the next adjoining county 
to Berwick-upon-Tweed aud Newcastle-upon-Tyne is Northumberland; to 
Bristol, Gloucestershire ; to Chester, Cheshire ; to Exeter, Devonshire ; to 
Kingston -upon -Hull, Yorkshire (Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, Sched. Yl.), 
As w Bristol, see R v. Holden (1838), 8 0. a P. 606. As to alteration of 
boundaries, see /?. v. Filler (1836), 7 C. & P. 337 ; R v. Olouceeter shire Justirrs 
(1836), 4 Ad, & El, 689; Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet c. 41), 
8. 54. 

(r/) Counties of Cities Act, 1798 (38 Geo. 3, c. 52), s. 3, 

(k) 24 & 25 Viet, c. 99. 

(?) Ibid,f Q. 28. 

(^) Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 13. If the side, centre, 
or other part of any highway, or if the side, bank, centre, or other part of any 
such i-iver, canal, or navigation, constitutes the boundary of any two counties, 
the offence is triable in either of the counties through or adjoining to or by the 
boundary of any part whereof the coach, wag^n, cart, carriage, or vessel passes 
in the course of the journey during which the offence is committed (i5/cf. ; compare 
the Fugitive Offeuaers Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 69), s. 21). The Act applies 
to a Journey by railway (i?. v. French (1859), 8 Cox, 0. 0. 252) ; it is not con- 
fined to the carriages etc. of common carriers or to public conveyances, but 
applies to all carriages etc. [R. v. Sharpe (1854), Dears. 0. 0. 415). Where an 
assault was committed in a railway carriage in ^e county of A., which is outside 
the jurisdiction of the Central Criminal Court, and the person assaulted afterwards 
left the carriage and journeyed in another carriage on the same train to a place 
in the county of B., which is within the jurisdiction of the Central Criminal 
Courts it was held that the offence was triable at the Central Criminal Court 
(R. V. French (1859), 8 Cox, C. C, 252). Where the guard oi a coach, who had 
bwn intrusted with a parcel containing banknotes and sovereigns, carried the 
parcel into an outhouse, while the coach was stopping at a place in the county 
of O., and there took the sovereigns out of the parcel and appropriated them, 
imd the coach afterwards passed through the county of H., it was held that the 
act of steeling was not “ m or upon the coach,” that the statute did not apply* 
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690. Where an offence is committed in respect of a mail, mail- 
bag, postal packet, or money order, or any chattel, money, or 
valuable security sent by the post, the venue may be laid in any 
county or place in which the offender is apprehended or in custody, 
and also in any county or place through which or through any part 
whereof the mail, mailbag, postal packet, money order, chattel, 
money or security passed in due course of conveyance by post(Z). 

691. The offence of plundering or stealing any part of any ship 
in distress or wrecked, stranded, or cast ashore, or any goods etc. 
belonging to such ship, may be tried either in the county or place in 
which the offence was committed or in any county or place next 
adjoining (m). 

592. The receiver of a chattel etc. knowing that it has been 
feloniously or unlawfully stolen or obtained by false pretences, 
whether he is charged as an accessory after the fact or with a sub- 
stantive felony or with a misdemeanour only, may be indicted in 
the county or place in which he may have had the property in his 
possession, or in any county or place in which the party guilty of 
the principal felony or misdemeanour may be indicted, in the same 
manner as in the county where the receiver actually received the 
property (n). 

593. A person having in his possession in any part of the United 
Kingdom any property which he has stolen or otherwise feloniously 
taken in any other part of the United Kingdom may be indicted for 
larceny in that part of the United Kingdom in which he has such 
property as well as in the part where he stole it. K a person in any 
part of the United Kingdom receives or has any property which has 
been stolen or otherwise feloniously taken in any other part of the 
United Kingdom with knowledge that it was stolen etc., he may be 
indicted for the offence of receiving in that part of the United 
Kingdom in which he receives or has such property, in the same 
manner as if it had been originally taken or stolen in that part, or 
the venue may be laid in the part where the principal thief may 
be tried (o). 


694. The venue of the offence (p) of unlawfully receiving or 
having possession of any property stolen out of the United Kingdom 


that the guard could not be tried in H., and that the proper venue was the 
county of G. (Sharpe's Case (1836), 2 Lew. 0. 0. 233 ; std qticere, see 72. v. 
Pierce (1852), 6 Oox, C. 0. 117). 

(/) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 48), s. 72 (1). When the offence is 
committed on any highway, harbour, canal, river, arm of the sea, or other 
water, constituting the boundary of two or more counties or places, it may be 
tried in any of the said counties or places (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), 
B. 72 (2)). The offence of being accessory to or of ai^g or abetting an offence 
against me Act may be tried in any county or place in which the la^-mentioued 
offence may be tried, ibid,, s. 72 (3). 

(m) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 96), a. 64. 

(n) Ibid,, 8. 96. 

(o) Ibid,, 88. 96 and 114. 

This offence was created by the Larceny Act, 1896 (59 A 60 Yict. 
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with toowl^ge that it was stolen may be laid in any county or Sect. 4. 
place in which the accused has or has had the property ( 5 ). Venue. 

595 . If a person is feloniously stricken, poisoned, or otherwise Death in 
hurt upon the sea, or at any place out of England or Ireland, and 

dies of such stroke etc. in England or Ireland, or, being feloniously 
stricken etc. in England or Ireland, dies of the same at sea or inanoSer 
at any place out of England or Ireland, the offender, whether P^- 
principal or accessory, may be indicted in the county or place in 
England or Ireland in which the death, stroke, poisoning, or hurt 
happened (r). 

596 . Indictments for high treason or misprision of treason offenoea 
committed out of England, and for oppressions committed out of triable in 
England by colonial governors, are triable in the King's Bench 01 “^" 
Division of the High Court of Justice or by special commission in 

such county as the King may appoint (s). 

Offences by the Governor-General of India and other persons in 
certain offices in India, and by persons in the public service in other 
possessions of the Crown outside the United Kingdom, maybe tried 
in the King's Bench Division of the High Court of Justice (t). 

An offence under the Official Secrets Act, 1889 (a), if alleged to 
have been committed out of the United Kingdom, is triable in the 
King's Bench Division of the High Court of Justice or at the 
Central Criminal Court (b). 

The offence of wilfully neglecting or delaying to deliver or 
transmit writs for the election of members of Parliament is appa- 
rently only triable in the King's Bench Division of the High Court 
of Justice (c). 

597 . If a person who is subject to the Mutiny Act for the time Trial of 
being in force is committed to take his trial for any murder or 

at Central 

Criminal 

( 9 ) Larceny Act, 1801 (21 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 1 ( 1 ). Court. 

(r) Offences against the Person Act, 1801 (24 & 25 Viet. 0 . 100 ), b. 10 . See 
R. V. Ooonibei (1785), 1 Leach, 388. This provision does not apply to a foreigner 
who causes the deam of another person by an act done outside the jurisdiction 
of the King ; B, v. (1857), Dears. & B. 182 ; R, v. Jameson^ [1890] 2 Q. B. 

425, per Lord Eussell of Killowkn, C. J., at p. 430. 

(«) Stat. (1543) 35 Hen. 8 , c. 2 , s. 1 ; stat. (1551) 5 & 0 Edw. 6 , c. 11, 0 . 4 
(see p. 276, ante ) ; stat. (1698) 11 Will. 3, 0 . 12 . As to treasons commits at 
sea within the Admii-^ty jurisdiction, see p. 274, ante; Offences at Sea Act, 1536 
(28 lien. 8 , 0 . 15). For a modem instance of a trial in the High Court for 
treasons committed abroad, see R, v. Lynchs [1903] 1 K. B. 444, 

(f) East India Conmany Act, 1772 (13 Geo. 3, 0 . 63), s. 39; Criminal Juris- 
diction Act, 1802 (42 (Jeo. 3, 0 . 85), s. 1 . These Acts relate to prosecutions for 
criminal, oppressive and fraudulent acts committed by persons in public employ- 
ment abroad in the exercise of their employments, but do not extend to felonies 
{E. V. Shawe (1816), 5 M. & S. 403). For instances of proseoutioDS under these 
statutes, see R* v. Picton (1812), w State Tr. 225; R* v. Jotiee (1806), 8 East, 

81 : B. V. Eyre (1868), L. E. 3 Q. B. 487 ; B. v. Eyre (1868), reported by 
W. F. Finlason, 83 ; R. v. Turner (1889), 24 L. J. 466, 469, 479, 493. 

(a) 52 A 53 Vlot c. 52. 

h) Ibid., 8 . 6 . , . , 

(c) Parliamentary Writs Act,^ 1813 (53 Qeo. 3, 0 . 89), s. 6: and see title 
Elboiiohb. 
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Criminal Law and Procedubb. 

m&nslanghter of a person also subject to that Act committed at 
any place in England and out of the jurisdiction of the Central 
Criminal Court, the King’s Bench Division may, upon the applica- 
tion of the Secretary of State for War, order that the prisoner 
should be indicted and tried at the Central Criminal Court, and 
thereupon he may be tried* there, as if the murder or manslaughter 
had been committed within the jurisdiction of the Central Criminal 
Court (d). 

Perjury before a naval court-martial, wherever committed, is 
triable in England («). 

598. If the venue for the trial of a crime is laid in a particular 
county or place, the indictment must in general be tried there ; the 
venue cannot be laid in one county or place and tried in another (/). 
But the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice has 
power to change the venue and to order the trial to take place in 
any county or jurisdiction in the realm (g). 


Part III. — Proceedings Preliminary to 
Indictment. 

Sect. 1 . — Securing Attendance of Accused Person, 
Sub-Sect. 1 . — Summotises and Warrants, 

699. The first step in the ordinary course of criminal procedure 
is to bring a person charged with a crime before justices of the 
peace in order that the charge may be investigated. 

The attendance of an accused person before justices is secured 
either by summons or by arrest, either under or without a 
warrant (/i). Summonses and warrants of arrest are issued by a 
justice on an information being laid before him. A warrant of 


(d) Jurisdiction in Hoinicides Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Yict. c. 65), ss. 1, 3. 

(e) Naval Discipline Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 109), s. 67. There is no 
provision as to the venue, if the perjury is committed out of England; naval 
oourts-martial are under this Act held on board a man-of-war (see ibid., s. 59), and 
perjury at a court so held is triable according to the rules relating to crimes 
committed within the Admiralty jurisdiction ; see p. 273, ante, 

(/) ^ R, V. Mitchell (1842), 2 Q. B. 636, and Counties of Cities Act, 1798 
(38 Geo. 3, c. 52), s. 3. 

( o) See p. 350, post, 

{n) For the procedure in reference to summonses and arrests with regard to 
an indictable offence, see the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), 
Bs. 1, 2. Summonses, warrants, and arrests are mere ma(minery for securing 
the attendemoe of an accused t^rsoxL The invalidity of any of these preliminary 
•tens win not affect the jurisoiction of justices, if the accused person appears 
and the charge is one which the justices have power to investigate (if. v. Hughu 
(1870), 4 Q. & D. 614, 0. 0. £.). 
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arrest may issue on a summons being disobeyed, or may issue in 
the first instance. 

A summons is an order in writing, signed by a justice and directed 
to an accused person requiring him to attend before a justice or 
justices to answer a criminal charge (i). 

A warrant of arrest is an order, also in writing under the hand 
and seal of a justice or other person in authority, addressed to 
a police constable by name, or by the name of his office, and to all 
other peace officers in a certain area, commanding him or them to 
arrest an accused person and bring him before the justices sitting 
in a specified place, to answer the charge which is referred to in the 
warrant (A;). 

600 . Summonses or warrants may be issued by a justice of the 
peace for any county, city, borough or place in England or Wales, 
when an information has been laid before such justice that any 


(i) As to the form, see Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viot. o. 42), 
Schedule, Eorm 0. It is served by % constable or other peace oflGlcer upon the party 
to whom it is directed by delivering it to such party personally, or if he cannot 
conveniently be met wi&, then by leaving it with some person for him at his 
last or most usual place of abode \ihid.y s. 9). 

(A) As to the form of a warrant in the case of an indictable offence, see Indict- 
able Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), Schedule, Form B. Warrants, 
besides being issued by justices, may be wanted in the case of treason by a 
Secretary of State (R. v. Kendal (1695), 1 Ld. Raym. 65; R, v. Deepard (1798), 
7 Term Rep. 736; see v. Money (1765), 19 State Tr. 1001). Any judge 
of the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice may issue a warrant 
for the arrest of a person against whom a charge is made on oath of felony 
(1 Ohit^, Criminal Law, 36 ; and see Bail Bonds Act, 1808 (48 Geo. 3, o. 58), 
s. 1). Under s. 380 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. o. 60), 
a warrant may be issued by a superintendent (i.e,, a shippinp master or other 
officer of a local marine board ; see tbtd., ss. 246 and 742) or by the principal Board 
of Trade officer at a port or district or by his deputy, on the information made, 
if the officer so require, on oath, for the apprehension of any seaman or 
apprentice charged with the offence of desertion, absence without leave, wilful dis- 
ooe^ence, continued breach of duty, or unlawful combination. A warrant 
must in general direct the arrest of a particular person by name, or by descrip- 
tion, if his name is unknown. But a justice of the peace may, at common law, 
issue a search warrant authorising a search in any house etc. for stolen goods 
end the arrest of any person found in possession of such goods (see p. 309, post). 
In other cases a general warrant (c.^., a warrant to seize the “ authors, printers 
and publishers” of a certain specified libel) is bad at common law (leach v. 
Money (1765), 19 State Tr. 1001, at p. 1027; Knttck v, Carrimjton (1766), 
19 State Tr. 1029, 1074). Exceptional powers are given by statute authorising 
the arrest of an indefinite nunober of persons found in gaming houses (see 
Unlawful Games Act, 1542 (33 Hen. 8, c. 9), s. 9 ; Metropolitan Police Act, 
1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 48; Gaming Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 109), s. 6; 
Betting Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 119), s. 11; see AfurpAy v. Arrow, [1897] 
2 ^ B. 527), in unlicensed theatres and other places of public entertainment 
(Disorderly Houses Act, 1751 (25 Geo. 2, c. 36), s. 2; Metropolitan Police Act, 
1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 46) ; in places used for cookfighting eta (Metropolitan 
Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet, a 47), s. 47). Justices are also author^ by a 
number of statutes to issue search warrants in addition to those which they 
may issue at common law (see p. 310, post). A warrant of commitxnent (».«., a 
justices' order committing an accused person to prison to take his trial for 
an indictable offence) is made out, when the preliminary examination is 
concluded and the justices consider that a prima facie case has been estab- 
lished ; see p* 322, post As to bench warrants see p. 351, post 
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person has committed, or is suspected to have committed, any 
indictable offence within the limits of the jnrisdiction of pcb 
justice, or that any person guilty or suspected of having committed 
any such crime outside such jurisdiction is residing or being, or 
suspected to reside or be, within such jurisdiction (f). 

601. A warrant cannot issue unless there is an information in 
writing and on oath. A summons may be issued on an oral and 
unsworn information (m). 

Generally speaking, any person may he the informer and may 
make the charge before the justice, except where there is statutory 
provision limiting the power of making the charge to certain 
persons, or making the consent or order of some person a condition 
precedent to the institution of the proceedings (n). 

602. It is the duty of the Attorney-General to institute prosecu- 
tions for crimes which have a tendency to disturb the peace of the 
State or to endanger the Government; and no information at 
the suit of anyone but the Attorney-General will be granted by the 
King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice for such an 
offence (o). 

603. It is the duty of the Director of Public Prosecutions, under 
the superintendence of the Attorney-General, to institute, undertake 
or carry on such criminal proceedings, and to give such advice and 
assistance to chief officers of police, clerks to justices and other 
persons, whether officers or not, concerned in any criminal pro- 
ceeding, respecting the conduct of that proceeding, as may be for the 
time being prescribed by regulations under the Prosecution of 
Offences Act, 1879 (p), or may be directed in a special case by the 
Attorney-General. The regulations under that Act provide for the 
Director of Public Prosecutions taking action in cases of importance 
or difficulty, or in which special circumstances or the refusal or 
failure of a person to proceed with a prosecution appear to render 
the action of such Director necessary to secure the due prosecution 
of an offender (q). 


[Vj Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. o. 42), s. 1. As to a warrant 
to apprehend a person for offences committed on the high seas or abroad, see 
ihid*f fl. 2, and Scnedule, Form E ; and B, v. Eyre (1868), L. R. 3 ft. B. 487. 
to a warrant when an indictment has been found against a person not in 
custody, see ibid,, s. 3, and Sched. G. As to ffie proc^ure when the offend 
for which a person is brought before a justice was oommitted outside his 
jurisdiotion, see ibid*, s. 22. 

(m) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 8 ; see O'Brien v. 
Brabnw (1886), 49 J. P. 227. 

(n) R, v. Kennedy (1902), 86 L. T. 753; R, v. Granaidli (1849), 7 State Tr. 
(f. 8.) 979. See p. 293, poai. 

(o) R* v. Langley, Ex parte Orawehay (1860), 8 Cox, 0. 0. 36( 

(p) 42 A 43 Viet c. 22. 

( 9 ) Ibid,, B. 2; see also Prosecution of Offences Act, 1884 (47 A 48 Viet. 
0. 68), and Fros^tion of Offences Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 3). Regulations 
under Acte of 1879 and 1884 were made 26th January, 1886 (seeDouglas, 
Summary Riooediire, 8th ed., p. 486). 
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Part III. — Proceedings Preliminary to Indictment. 

604. There are some statutes which require that certain criminal 
proceedings should be undertaken by particular persons, or only 
with the conMnt of particular persons, but in the absence of 
statutory provisions to the contrary any person may of his own 
initiative, and without any preliminary consent, institute criminal 
proceedings with a view to an indictment (r). 

606. If application is made to a justice to issue a summons or a 
warrant of arrest, he must exercise a judicial discretion in deciding 
to grant or refuse it. If he declines jurisdiction, or refuses to grant 
a summons for a reason which is bad in law, a rule may be 
granted by the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice 


(r) In many statutes relating to proceedings before a court of summary 
juii^iction there are provisions defining what person should be the informant 
(see, Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. o. 100), s. 42 ; and 
Nicholson Booth { lSS8)t 67 L. J. (m. o.) 43; Pickering v. Willoughbg, [1907] 
2K. B. 296; Tarry v. Newman (1846), 16 M. &W. 646; Smith y.Dear (1903), 
20 Ck)x, 0. 0. 468). In a few cases of indictable offences the power of instituting 
proceedinM is limited to certain persons or made subject to the consent of certain 
persons. Por instance, all indictments for any offences under the Customs Acts 
must be preferred in the name of the Attorney-General or of some officer of 
Customs or Inland Revenue (Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 36), 
s. 255. The consent of the Attorney-General is required for a prosecution 
under the Official Secrets Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 62) (see t6ta., s. 7 (1)), 
the l^blic Bodies Corrupt Practices Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. o. 69) (seeimd., 
B. 4), the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1906 (6 ilciw. 7, c. 34) (see ibid,f s. 2 fl) ), 
the Law of Property Amendment Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Vict. c. 35) (see tiid., 
8. 24), the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Vict. c. 96), s. 80, the Public Ilealth 
Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 66), s, 69, the Punishment of Incest Act, 1908 
(8 Edw. 7, c. 46), unless it is commenced by or on behalf of the Director 
of Pubho Prosecutions (see i6id., s. 6), Where an election court or election 
commissioners have reported that persons have been guilty of any corrupt 
practice, it rests with the Attorney-General to decide whether he should or 
should not institute or direct a prosecution ; but it seems that there is nothing 
to prevent a private person from instituting a prosecution if he wishes f Corrupt 
ana Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 61), s. GO) ; as to 
prosecutions by the Director of Public Prosecutions for corrupt or illegal 
practices, see ibid,, ss. 46, 57, and as to prosecutions by the returning officer 
at an election for personation, see Ballot Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Vict. o. 33), 
s. 24, and Parliamentary Yotm Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), 
ss. 86, 87. See title Elsotiokts. If any person is charged before a justice 
with any crime under the Explosive Substances Act, 1883 (46 Vict. c. 3), 
no fui-ther proceeding is to be token against such person without the consent 
of the Attomey-Generfid, except for the purpose of securing the safe custody 
of such person by remand or otherwise (idl'd., s. 7). See title Explosivi:?. 
A prosecution under the Territorial Waters Jurisdiction Act, 1878 (41 & 42 
Vict. c. 73), s. 2, of a person who is not a subject of the King cannot be 
instituted in England except with the consent of a Secretary of State (ibid,, s. 3). 
No criminal prosecution for libel can be commenced against any proprietor, pub- 
lisher, editor, or any person responsible for the pubucation of a newspaper for 
any libel published in such newspaper without the order of a judge in chambers 
being finro obtained (Law of Libel Amendment Act^ 1888 (61 & 62 Vict* c. 64), 
s. 8 ; and see title Libel and Slandek). A prosecution of a bankrupt for an 
offence under the Debtors Act, 1 869 (32 & 33 Vict. a 62), or under the Bankruptcy 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 62), may be ordered by a court exercising; bankruptcy 
jurisdiction, and in such a case the Director of Public Prosecutions is to institute 
and oariT on the prosecution (Debtors Act, 1869 (32 A 33 Vict. c. 62), s. 16; 
Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 A 47 \^ct. a 62), a. 166) ; but there is noth^ which 
TTiAVaa the order of such a court a condition precedent to the institution of 
proceedings or to prevent anyone from instituting them (K. y. Thomas (1869), 
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Sm. 1. to compel him to hear and determine the matter («). If he exercises 
Seeming his discretion and does so properly, the court will not grant a 
Attendanee mandamus to hear and determine the matter (a). If he refuses to 
of Accused grant a summons or warrant and assigns several reasons for doing 
Pemn- tjjegg reasons are bad in law, but others are 

good, the court will not grant a mandamus (f>). 


No limitation 
of crime in 
general for 
criminal 
proceeding!. 


606. Criminal prosecutions, except where there are statutory 
provisions to the contrary (c), may be commenced at any time after 


11 Oox, 0. 0. 635), and a private person instituting such a prosecution without 
the order of a judge may now obtain an order for the payment of his costs (Oosts 
in Onminal Oases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 16), s. 10, repealing s. 17 of Debtors 
Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 62) ). If the office of Attorney-General is vacant, the 
Solicitor-General has, it seems, the powers of the Attorney -General {It. v. 
IVilkea (1770), 4 Burr. 2627, at p. 2654). In cases of offences under s. 26 of the 
Offences against the Person Act, 1861, and of inflicting bodily injury on a person 
under sixteen, if the justices before whom a complaint of the offences is heard 
certify that it is necessary for the purposes of public justice that the prose- 
cution should be conducted by the guai’dians of the poor or overseers of the 
place where the offence is alleged to have been committed, the guardians, or, 
if there are no guardians, the overseers, must conduct the prosecution {ibid.^ 
B. 73). 

(i) E. V. Byrde (1890), 60 L. J. (m. c.) 17. As to mandamus, see title Crown 

Pr AOTIOB . 

(a) R. V. Bros (1901), 85 L. T. 681 ; E. v. Ken7iedy (1902), 86 L. T. 753. 

[h) E. V. Kennedy^ supra. 

(c) Various periods of limitation after the offence is committed are provided 
by different statutes for the commencement of proceedings, e.g. : (1) Three years 
in the case of treason (except the treason of designing, endeavouiing or attempting 
any assassination on the Dody of the King by poison oi: otherwise^ if it is com- 
mitte'd in any part of the united Kingdom (Treason Act, 1695 (7 & 8 Will. 3, 
0 . 3), s. 6; Treason Act, 1708 (7 Ann. c. 21); Treason (Ireland) Act, 1821 (I 
& 2 Geo. 4, 0 . 24) ; Post. 249 ; falsely pretending to be in holy orders and 
solemnising matrimony according to tne lites of the Church of England 
(Marriage Act, 1823 (4 Geo. 4, o. 76), s. 21) ; offences against the Customs Acts 
(Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 36), s. 257 ; seei?. v. Thompson 
(1851), 16 Q. B. 832); offences against the Births and Deaths Eegistration Act, 
1674 (37 & 88 Viet. o. 88), s. 46, or against the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 
(60 & 61 Viet. 0 . 28), 6. 16 (there is an alternative period of limitation of one 
year after the discovery of the offence by the prosecution, if that period expires 
before the expiration of three years from the commission of the offence (iiid.) ). 
(2) Two years in the case of all indictments under any penal statute whereby the 
forfeiture is limited to the King (stat. 31 Eliz. c. 6, s. 6), unless the statute 
prescribes a different period. (3) Eighteen months in the case of a prosecution 
for perjury under the Marria^ Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 72), from the 
solemnisation of the maniage lor the procuring of which the false declaration 
punishable under that Act as pe^'ury was mime s. 4). (4) One year 

in the case of offences against the Biot Act, 1714 (1 Geo. 1, etat 2, a 6) {ibid.^ s. 8), 
or the Shipping Offences Act, 1793 (33 Geo, 3, o. 67), a 8 ; offences punisnableupon 
indictment or otherwise than upon summary conviction under the Night Poach- 
ing Act, 1828 (9 Geo. 4, o. 69) (xhid.^ s. 4) ; offences under the Corrupt Practices 
Prevention Acte, t.e., the Corrupt Practices Prevention Act, 1864 (17 & 18 Viet, 
c. 102), the Corrupt Practices Prevention Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Vict. c. 29), the 
Parliaxnenta^ Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 82 Vict. o. 126), the Ballot Act, 1872 
(35 & 36 Vict. 0 . 33), Part m., the Parliamentary l^ections and Corrupt 
Praotioes Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. o. 75), the Bepresentation of the People 
Act, 1867 (30 A 31 Vict. o. 102), ss. 11, 49, 60, or the Corrupt and Iliegal 
Practices Invention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict o. 61) ; if such an offence was 
ooxQinitted in reference to an ele^on with respect to which an inquiry is held 
by election ooxnmisaioners, the period of limitation is one year after the offence 
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the commission of the offence (d). A prosecution is commenced, 
when an information is laid before a justice («), or, if there is no 
information, when the accused is brought before a justice to answer 
the charge (/), or, if there is no preliminary examination before a 
justice, when an indictment is preferred (g). 


was cominitted or three months after the report of such commissioners, which- 
ever period last expires, but must in anv case not exceed two years aiter the 
offence was committed (Corrupt and lUeeal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 
(46 & 47 Viet. 0 . 61), s. 61). (6) Six mont^ in the case of offences against the 
Unlawful Drilling Act, 1819 (60 Geo. 3 & 1 Geo. 4, c. 1) (ibid.^ s. 7} ; the offence 
of unlawfully and carnally knowing or attempting to have unlawful carnal 
knowledge of a girl of or above the age of thirt^n years and under the age of 
sixteen (Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. o. 69), s. 6; 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1904 (4^w. 7, o. 16), s. 27; and see 
E. V. Wesit [1898] 1 Q. B. 174, 0. C. E.). For aiw act done in pursuance or 
execution, or mtended execution, of any Act of Parliament or of any public 
duty or authority, or in respect of any alleged neglect or default in the execu> 
tion of any such act, duty or authority, the prosecution must be commenced 
within six months next aiter the act, neglect or default complained of, or in 
case of continuance of injury within six months after the ceasing of such injury 
public Authorities Protection Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Viet. o. 61), s. 1 ; see title 
Pdbuo Authorities and Public Officers). (6) Three months in the case 
of blasphemy under 9 Will. 3, c. 86 (information of the blasphemous words 
must be given within four days after the words spoken (t6id., s. 2) ). 

Proof of the issue of a warrant which is not executed within the time limited 
for commencing the prosecution is not proof that the prosecution is commenced 
in time, unless proof is also given of the information (E. v. Phillips (1818), 
Euss. & Ey. 369; It, y. Pa^r (1864), Le. & Ca. 459; R. v. Hull (1860), 
2 P. & P. 16). If an indictment is presented within the time limited and is 
ignored, semble the prosecution has been commenced in time, and another 
indictment found after the esmiration of the limited time would ^ valid (E. v. 
KillminsUr (1836), 7 0. & P. 228). If a prosecution is commenced for one 
offence (s.^r., feloniously shooting) within the limited time, and after the expira- 
tion of the limited time an indictment is found for a different offence arising 
out of the same facts (e.^., an offence under the Night Poaching Act, 1828 
(9 Geo. 4, c. 69] ), the prosecution is not commenced in time as regards the 
offence for whicn the indictment is found, unless the offence for which the 
indictment is found is one of which the accused person could have been found 
guilty, if he had been indicted for the other offence (E. v. Casbolt (1869)^ 11 Cox, 
0. 0. 385) ; so, if a prosecution is commenced within the limited time for rape, 
and the indictment is found after the expiration of such time for an offence 
specified in s. 9 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69), 
tne indictment is in time, because on an indictment for rape a person can 
be found guilty of any sudi offence (see Oriminal Law Amendment Act, 
1886 (48 & 49 Viet, a 69), a. 9). Where there is a time limited for the com- 
mencement of a prosecution, the day on which the offence was committed is to 
be excluded in the computation of the prescribed time {Raddiffe v. Bartholomew, 
[1892] 1 Q. B. 161 ; see Pdlew v. Wor^ord (InhabitanU) (1829), 9 B. & 0. 134 ; 
Williame v. Burgees (1840), 12 Ad. & El. 636). Sundays are to be included in 
the computation of time, unless the statute prescribing the time expressly 
excludes them (E. v. Middlesex Justices (1843), 2 Bowl. (N. 8.) 719). In every 
Act passed after 1860 ** month ” means calendar month, unless the Act expressly 
or by implication makes provision to the contrary (Interpretation Act, 1889 

(62 & 63 Viet. c. 63), s. 3). , « t • • a.- a a 

(d) As regards offences punishable under the Summ^ Jurisdiction Acts, 
except where some other limitation of time is prescribe by statutes, the 
infomation must bo laid within six calendar months from the time when the 
matter of the information arose (Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet, 
c. 43), 8. 11 ; see title Magistrates). 

(e) B. T. Willace (1797), 1 East, P. 0. 186, 0. 0 E. 

(/) E. V. JusHn (1846), 1 Oar. & Kir. 621. 

\g) E. V. Killminster (1835), 7 C. & P. 228. 
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Cbiminal Law and Peockduiue. 


Sub-Sect. 2.—Arre»t. 

(i.) In General. 

607. Arrest consists of the actual seizure or touching of a 
person’s body with a view to his detention (h). It may be made 
either with or without a warrant. An arrest without a war- 
rant may be under a power conferred by common law or 
by statute, and may be by a private person, or by a peace officer 
on the direction of a private person, or by a peace officer on his 
own initiative. 

Anyone who assaults any person with intent to resist or prevent 
lawful apprehension is guilty of a misdemeanour (i). 

An infant under seven cannot, it seems, be arrested {k). 

(ii.) Arrett wiihovi Warrant. 

608. At common law the power of a private person to arrest is 
limited to oases where treason or felony has been actually committed 
or attempted, or where there is immediate danger of treason or 
felony being committed, or where a breach of the peace has been 
actually committed or is apprehended (1). 

609. If treason or felony has been actually committed, anyone 
except the King (m) may without a warrant arrest a person whom 
there is reasonable cause for suspecting of having committed the 
crime (n). 

Anyone may without a warrant arrest a person whom he sees 
on the point of committing or attempting to commit treason or 
felony (o), but there is no power of arrest if the attempt has 
ceased (p). 


{h) See Qeimer v. Sparks (1704), 6 Mod. Eep. 173 ; Sandon v. Jervis (1858), 
E. B. & E. 935, Ex. Ch. ; Russen v. Lucas (1824), 1 0. & P. 153. The mere 
pronouncing of vords of arrest without touching the body of the person it is 
sought to arrest is not an arrest, unless the person submits to the process and 
goes with the arresting officer. If he does not submit, there can be no arrest, 
unless the officer lays hold of him {Homer v. Battyn (1739), Buller’s Nisi Priua, 
61). 

(t) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. o. 100), s. 38. 

tk) March v. Loader (1863), 14 0. B. (N. 8.) 535 ; see p. 239, awU. 

ll) See 2 Hawk. P, 0., o. 12 ; 2 Hale, P. 0. 78 ; Post. 318. 

(m) The King has no power to arrest or order the arrest of anyone (2 Oo. Inst. 
186, 187 ; see Cass o/Kimholton {Lord) and the Five Memhers (1641), 4 State Tr. 
83). 

(n) Dalton's Country Justice, p. 448 ; 2 Co. Inst. 62 ; 1 Hale, P. C. 489 ; 2 
Hale, P. 0. 82 ; Post. 310. 318 ; 2 Hawk. P. C., o. 12, s. 1 ; AUen v. Wright (1838), 
8 C. A P. 622 ; B, y. Fries (1838), 8 C. A P. 282. As to hue and cry, see 2 Co. 
Inst. 172 ; 1 Hale, P. C. 464 ; Post. JOO^SIO, andp. 300, post 

(o) 2 Hawk. P. C.. o. 12, b. 19 ; 2 Holl. Abr. tit. Ti^ass, Imprisonment, 
669, £; Eamdcock y. baker (1800), 2 Bos. A P. 260 ; R* y. Httnf (1826), 1 Mood. 
0. U. 93; 868 Alim y. London and South Western Rail. Co. (1870), B. 6 Q. B. 66. 

(p) ^ AUm y. London and South Western Rail, Co., supra. As to the 
authority of a seryant to anrest in resp^t of an office oommitted or bus- 
P^ted to haye be^ ooipnitted against ^ maBtePs property, see the oases last 
died. In oases of injuries tonroperty which are offenoes against the Malidous 
Damage Act, 1861 (24 A 26 Yiot o. 97), there is now a Btatuwiy power of arrest 
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610. A private person may also without a warrant arrest any- i. 

one who in his presence commits a breach of the peace, when the Beouing 
breach is still continuing, or, if it is not still continuing, when Attendance 
there is reasonable ground for apprehending a renewal of the of Accused 
breach, or when the offender escapes immediately after committing 
the breach and is taken on fresh pursuit, which commenced Breach of 
immediately and is continued without a break (q). 

A private person may also, it seems, arrest without a warrant any- 
one who there is reasonable ground for supposing is about to commit 
a breach of the peace in the presence of such private peiHSon (r). 


Metropolitan Police 


without a warrant (see s. 61, ibid., and p. 301, post; see, too, Metropolis 
Act, 1889 (2 & 3 Vict. c. 47), s. 66, and p. 301, 

(q) Price V. Seeley (1843), 10 CL & Fin. 28 H. L., following Timothy v. Simpson 
(1835), 1 Cr. M. & B. 767 ; R v. Light (1857), 27 L. J. (m. o.) 1, 0. 0. B. ; 2 Hawk. 
P. C., c. 12, s. 1. As to persons acting under the command oi a justice of f 


P. C., c. 12, s. 1. As to persons acting under the command oi a justice of the peace 
in suppressing a riot or in aid of we police, see p. 299, imt, A breach of the 
peace is committed, when there is an actual assault (see Osborn y. Veitch (1858), 
1 F. & F. 317 ; Coward v. Baddeley (1859), 4 H. & N. 478, and p. 605, post), or 
when public alarm and excitement are caused by a personas wrongful act. M^ere 
annoyance and disturbance or insult to a person or abusive language or great 
heat and fury without personal violence do not constitute a breach of the peace 
(Wheeler v. Whiting (1840L 9 0. & P. 262). A stranger who commits a disturb- 
ance in another person’s nouse may be turned out of the house by the house- 
holder or by a constable whom he culs to his assistance, but cannot be given in 
charge (ibid.). The persistent ringing of another person’s door bell does not of 
itself constitute a breach of the peace (Grant v. Moser (1843), 5 Man. &0t. 123 ; 
but see now Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Vict. c. 47), s. 64 (16) ; Town 
Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Yici c. 89), s. 28). A person who is present 
at a public meeting and disturbs the meeting by derisive cries and by putting 
questions and makmg observations does not commit a breach of the peace, 
^though such conduct might justify the turning the disturber out of the place 
where the meeting was held (Wooding y. Oxley (1839), 9 0. & P. 1), or might be 
ground for a prosecution under the Public Meeting Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 6^, s. 1. 
If a person wno conducts himself in a disorderly manner in a house, and refuses 
to leave when requested, resists and lays hands on the householder who attempts 
to turn him out, the person so resisting commits a breach of the peace for which 
he may be arrested 1by the householder without a wairant (Howell v. Jackson 
(1834), 6 C. & P. 723) ,* but, except where there is a breach of the peace, there is no 
power at common law to arrest without a warrant for a mere disturbance (Green v. 
Bartram (1830), 4 0. & P. 308; Rose y, Wilson (1823), 1 Bing. 353; Reece v. 
Taylor (1835), 4 Nev. & M (k. b.) 469). If a person by abusive language or 
disordeny conduct in or near to a nouse causes a crowd to assemble and refuses 
to desist, such conduct by him amounts to a breach of the peace, and justifies 
an arrest without a warrant by anyone present; **BUch acts tend to excite 
the passions of the crowd and to endanger the person or house of the person 
so aoused ” or annoyed (Ingle y. Bell (1836), 1 M. & W. 516 ; Cohen v. 
Huskisson (1837), 2 M. i W. 477). To create a disturbance and molest and 
obstruct a public officer («.y., a returning officer) in the execution of his duty i* 
a breach of the peace (Spilsbury v. MicnlethwaiU (1808), 1 Taunt 146, per iJord 
Maksfibld, 0. JT, at p. 151). As to resistance to a sheim, see Sheriffs Act, 1887 

i 50 & 61 Vict. 0 . 65), s. 8 (2), and note (/), p. 303, post, and title Sheriffs and 
Jaimffs. If a bystander sees two or more persons fighting, he may arrest any 
or either of them, and is not bound to inquire who did the first wrong 
(Timothy v. Simpson (1838), 1 Cr. M. & B. 757 ; Baynes v. Brewster (1841), 2 


a B. 375). As to fredi pursuit, see R. v. Light (1857), 27 L. J. (m. o.) 1 , 0. 0. B. ; 
JR. V. Wa^ (1854), Dmrs. 0. 0. 358 ; Orijin y, Coleman (1859), 4 H. AN. 
265 ; R, ▼. Marsdm (1868), L. B. 1 0. 0. B. 131 ; Timothy v. Simpson (1835), 1 
Cr. M. A B. 757 ; Price v. Seeley (1843), 10 Cl. A Fin. 28, H. L. 

(r) v. Light (1857), 27 L J. (k o.) 1, C. 0. B., per Williams, J.. 
atp. 3. 
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Sect. 1. If a breach of the peace has been committed, and there is nothing 
Seearing to show that the offender intends to renew the offence, there is no 
Attendance power at common law to arrest without a warrant (•). 
of Accused jn cases of misdemeanour other than those which amount 

Pemn. ^ breach of the peace there is, in the absence of statutory 

authority, no power to arrest without a warrant (t). 

Peaot officen. gu. Peace officers, i.e., constables and other persons who are 
specially employed in the preservation of the peace («), have at 
common law the same powers of arrest that private persons have, 
and certain additional powers. 

Suspicion ot A peace officer may arrest on suspicion of felony, whether a 
lelony. felony has or has not been committed (x). 


g Timothy v. Simpaon (1835), 1 Or. M. A E. 767 ; Bayne* v. Brewster (1841), 
B. 376; R, v. Walker (1854), Dears. 0. 0. 368; j?. v. Marsden (1868), 
L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 131 ; but see R. v. Light (1867), 27 L. J. (m. o.) 1, 
0. 0. E. Qucere wbetber, apart from statute, a private person has not the 
power of arresting an offender committing a misdemeanour and injuring such 
person’s property, if there is no other way of protecting the property (see 2 EoU. 
Abr, tilt. Trespass, Imprisonment, 569, E ; AUm v. London and South Western 
Rail Co. (1870), L. E. 6 a B. 66 ; Hanson v. TFa^er, [1901] 1 K. B. 390 ; 
Abrahams v. Deafcin, [1891] 1 Q,, B. 616, 0. A. ; Stevens v. Hinshelwood 
(1891), 55 J. P. 341, 0. A.). 

(t) Fox V. Qaunt (1832), 3 B. & Ad. 798 ; Mathews v. Blddulph (1841), 3 
Man. & Or. 390; but see Holyday v. Oxenbridge (1631), Oro. Car. 234 ; 2 Hawk. 
P. 0., c. 12, 8. 20. 

(u) As to who is a peace oflBcer, see CUffe v. Littlemore (1803), 5 Esp. 39. 
The officei’s specially employed in the preservation of the peace are (1) justices 
of the peace, who may tnemselves apprehend or order by worn only the 
apprehension of any persons committing a felony or breacn of the peace in 
their presence ; (2) sheriffs ; (3^ coroners, both of whom may apprehend with- 
out warrant any felon in their jurisdiction; (4) constables; (6) watchmen 
(4 Bl. Com. 289). Constables may be county or borough or parish or special 
constables. As to the powers oi constables at common law, see 1 Bl. Com. 
366. As to special constables, see Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 & 2 
Will. 4, c. 41) ; Special Constables Act, 1836 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 43); Special 
Constables Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet, a 80) ; Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet 
0.46), s. 28. As to constables on canals or rivers, see Canals (Offences) Act, 
1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 60), s. 1. As to constables appointed by the Chancellors or 
Vice-Chancellors of the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, see Universities 
Act, 1826 (6 Oeo. 4, c. 97), s. 1. Watchmen, before the establishment of the 
present police force, were appointed to assist constables ; but watchmen having 
the power of constables may now be appointed under the Lighting and Watching 
Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, a 90), s. 42. Water bailiffs, with similar powers, are 
appointed under the Salmon Eishery Act, 1866 (28 & 29 Viet. o. 121), s. 27 ; 
Salmon Fishery Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. o. 71), s. 36 (4) ; and Freshwater 
Fisheries Act, 1884 (47 Vict. o. 11), s. 3 (see title Fibhebies). As to the high 
constable of the hundred, see 1 Bl. Com. 344, and High Constables Act, 1869 
(32 & 33 Vict. 0 . 47). See generally, title Polioe. 

(ap) Samuel v. Payne (1780), 1 Doug. (k. b.) 359 ; Williams v. Dawson (1788), 
cited in Hobhe y. Branscomb (1813), 3 Camp. 420, at p. 421 ; Lawrence y. Hedger 
(1810), 8 Taunt 14 ; Hobhe y. Branscomb^ eupra^ 420 ; Beckwith y. Philby (1827), 
6 B. a 0. 635 ; Davie y. Russell {\%29)y 6 Bing. 364 ; Nicholson y. Hardwick (1833), 
6 0. & P. 496 ; Hadley v. Perks (1866), L. E. 1 Q. B., per Blaokbukk, J., at 
p. 466. Sembkt a constable is not justified in apprehending a person without 
warrant on sospioion of having received stolen goods, if the constable has no 
other evidence against such person than the statement of the thief {Isaacs y. 
Brand (1817), 2 Stark. 167). Knowledge by a constable that a warrant has 
beeo issued by a duly authorised magisti^ w the arrest of a person for felony 
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It is the duty of a peace officer, on a reasonable charge of felony 
being made to him by a private person against anyone else, to 
tedre the supposed offender into custody (y). 

612. In cases of misdemeanour a peace officer, like a private 
person, has at common law no power of arresting without a warrant, 
except when a breach of the peace has been committed in his 
presence or when there is reasonable ground for supposing that a 
breach of the peace is about to be committed or renewed in his 
presence (a). 

A peace officer is justified in receiving into custody from a private 
person a supposed offender whom the private person has lawfully 
arrested without a warrant (b). 

If a peace officer sees a breach of the peace committed, or is 
assaulted or obstructed in the arrest of a felon, be can, if there is 
a reasonable necessity, call upon a private person for his assistance 


Sect. 1. 
Securing 
Attendance 
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Breach of 
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or that an indictment has been found against such a person, is BuMoient ground 
of reasonable suspicion to justify an arrest by the constable, although no 
warrant has been handed to him (Creagh v. Gamble (1888), 24 L. B. Ir. 468; 
Dalton, Country Justice, 447 ; 1 East, P. 0. 300). 

(y) Hedges v. Chapman (1826), 2 Bing. 523 ; Cowles v. Dunbar (1827), 2 0. & P. 
665; Ilogg v. Ward (1858), 3 H. & N. 417. “Whether a felony has been 
committed or not, if an individual charges a constable to take a party into 
custody, no action will lie against the constable, because in such a case it is his 
duty to act and not to deliberate” {Hedges v. Chapman^ aupra, per Best, J., at 
p. 626). “ If a person comes to a constable and says of another simpliciter^ * I 

charge this man with felony,* that is a reasonable ground, and the constable 
ought to take the person charged into custody. But if from the circumstances 
it apjiears to be an unfounded charge, the constable is not only not bound 
to act on it, but he is responsible for so doing’* {Hogg v. (Tard, supra, 
per Bramwell, B., at p. 422; see M*Cloughan v. Clayton (1816), Holt (n. p.), 
478). 

(a) See p. 297, ante; Qrijin v. Coleman (1869), 4 H. & N. 265; Hardy v. 
Murphy (1795), 1 Esp. 294 ; Booth v. Hanley (1826), 2 0. & P. 288; Levy v. 
Edwards (1823), 1 0. & P. 40 ; R. v. Bright (1830), 4 0. & P, 387. A magistrate 
has no power to arrest for a misdemeanour committed in his presence, where 
there is no breach of the peace and where it is not necessary to arrest the 
offender to prevent the renewal of the act (R, v. Poe (1866), 16 L. T. (n. b.) 37, 
per PiGOT, 0. B., at p. 40). A constable may apprehend anyone who aids or 
abets those who commit a breach of the peace in his presence (Levy v. Edwards, 
9uma, at p. 43). If an offender is apprehended and is in the cust^y of a peace 
officer, and a person espouses his cause and encourages him to resist the officer, 
he may arrest such person (White v. Edmunds (1792), Peake, 123). If an affray 
has happened and a blow or wound has been given, and it seems likely that a 
felony will be committed, a constable may take the offender into custo^ without 
a warrant, although he was not present, when the affray took place. But unless 
there is reasonable ground for beheving that a felony will probably be com- 
mitted, there is no power of arrest (Goupey v. Henley (1797), 2 Esp. 640). 

(b) See Timdthy v. Simpson (1836), 1 Or. M. & E. 767; R. v. Walker (1864), 
Dears. 0. 0. 368 ; B, v. Light (1867), 27 L. J. (m. o.) 1, C. 0. E. ; Dereoourt v. 
CorbisUey (1866), 6 E. & B. 188; R. v. Marsden (1868), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 131; 
Baynes v. Brewster (1841), 2 Q. B. 375 ; and p. 296, ante. If a breach of the 
peace has been committed but is over, and the offender has quitted the spot 
where the breach was committed and there is nothing to show that he intends 
to renew the offence (e.y., when he runs away on the constable being sent for), 
there is nothinj^ to justify arrest by the constable on the information of the 
person complaining (Baynes v. Brewster, sema; see E. T. Light, supra ; Cook 
v. Edhereote (1884), 6 0. & P. 741). 
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in arresting an offender, and such person commits an indictable 
offence if he refuses to aid the constable (c). 

613. There are a large number of statutes which expressly 
authorise arrest without a warrant. Such power is in some cases 
given generally to any person (d), in some cases to certain specified 


(c) See R, v. Brown (1841 Oar. & M. 314, and p. 606, post. So itis tho duty 
of xnagietrates at the time oi a riot to keep the peace and restrain rioters and 
pursue and take them, and to enable the magistrates to do this they may call on 
all the King's subjects to assist them, and all the King’s su^ects are bound 
to do so upon reasonable warning (R. v. Pinney (1882), 6 0. & F. 264 ; and see 
the Biot Act, 1714 (1 Geo. 1, stat. 2, c. 6), s. 3). Persons who aid the magis- 
trates or constables in a case of necessity are protected from the consequences 
of their acts {Bedford v. Birley (1822), 3 Stark. 76; Staight v. Gee (1818), 
2 Stark. 446). 

There was an old common law process of pursuing felons and those who had 
dangerously wounded another called **hue and cry,” which could be raised 
by precept of a justice of the peace or by a peace officer or by any private 
man that Imew of a felony ; the party raising it had to acquaint the con- 
stable of the vill with all the circumstances which he knew of the felony and 
the person of the felon, and thereupon it was the duty of the constable to search 
his own town and raise all the neighbouring vills and make pursuit with horse 
and foot. In the prosecution of such hue and cry the constable and his atten- 
dants had the same powers, protection, and indemnification as if acting under 
a warrant of a justice of the peace (4 Bl. Com. 290 ; 2 Hawk. P. 0., o. 12, s. 6, 
p. 115). A person who joined in following a suspected felon upon a hue and cry 
was justified in arresting the party pursued, even though no felony had been 
committed, for the person who so jomed was under the same protection as the 
constable (1 Hale, P. 0. 464). The statutes relating to hue and cry (13 Edw. 1, 
stat. 2, cc. 1 and 4, 28 Edw. 3, c. 11, 27 Eliz. c. 13, and 8 Geo. 2, c. 16) made the 
duty of raising and following the hue and cry imperative by imposing on the 
hundred a liability to make compensation for robberies, if the robber was not 
taken ; ajist other statutes (s.^., 9 Geo. 1, c. 22) made the hundred responsible 
for damages done by persons riotously and tumultuously assembled, if the 
offenders were not convicted. The statutes as to hue and cry were repealed by 
7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 27, and the other statutes by 7 & 8 Geo. 4, o. 31, and the only relio 
of the former proceeding against the hundred is the remedy which a person who 
sustains a loss through the destruction of a house, builmng or any property 
therein, or the plundering of a stranded ship or boat, or the destruction of 
machinery by persons riotously assembled together has against the police 
authority of the district (Biot (Damages) Act, 1886 (49 & 60 Yict. c. 38), s. 2). 
But the liability of every person in the county to be ready and apparellea at the 
command of the sherifi* and at the cry of the county to arrek; a felon still 
remains (Sheriffs Act, 1887 (60 & 61 Viet, c, 65), s. 8 (1) ), and a person who 
followed at the cry of the county and arrested a supposed felon would, it seems, 
be still entitled to the same protection, as if he were a peace officer. 

(d) E»g,f any person may apprehend without warrant anyone found com- 
mitting an indictable offence in the night, i.e., between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. 

i Prevention of Offences Act, 1861 (14 & 16 Viet, o, 19), ss. 11, 13), or anyone 
ound committing any offence punishable by virtue of the Larceny Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Yict. c. 96) (see ibid,, s. 103) (except the offence of unlawful angling in 
the daytime ; ibid,, s. 24), or anyone committing an offence punishable by vMue 
of the Public Stores Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Yict, c. 26) (ibid,, s. 12 ; see also 
Downing v. Capel (1867), L. E. 2 0. P. 461 ; Field v. Mwgrove (1867), 16 L. T. 
636 ; Leete y. Eari (1868), L. B. 3 0. P. 322 ; and compare Morrie y. Wiee 
(1860), 2 F. ft F. 61), or anyone found committing an indictable offence 
Bgidnst the Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. o. 99) (see ibid., s, 31), or 
anyone found trending against the Yagrancy^Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, o. 83) (see 
ibid,, a 6 ; and Eorleg y. Rogere (1860), 2 E. ft B. 674), or anyone found 
committing an offence against a 146 of the Spirits Act, 1880 (43 ft 44 Yict. 
e« 24), or anyone who is guilty of riotous or disorderly behayiour in any 
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persons Or under certain conditions, as well as to constables or 
other peace officers (e), and in some cases to constables or other 
peace officers alone (/). 


highway or other pnblio place, or is drunk on any highway or other public 
pl^, while he is in charge of any carriage etc., or is drunk when in possession 
of any loaded firearms (Licensing Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. o. 94), s. 12), or is 
found drunk in any highway or other public place and appears to be incapable 
of taking care of himself (Licensing Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, a 28), s. 1). Under 
the Lighting and Watching Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will 4, o. 90), s. 55, any person 
who sees anyone unlawfully breaJ^ng, damaging etc. a lamp, watch-house eta 
erected under the authority of the Act may apprehend the offender, and any 
other person niay assist in such apprehension (ibid., s. fi5b A youthful 
offender detained in a certified reformatory school or a child detained in a 
certified industrial school may be apprehended, if while being so detained he 
escapes from such school (Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 72 (1) and (2)). 
Under the Customs Consolidation Act, 1876(39 & 40 Viet. c. 36), ss. 179, 186, 190, 
any person committing an offence (smuggling etc.) under one of those sections 
may be detained. Under the Army Act, 1881 (14 & 45 Viet, a 58), s. 156, any 
person found committing an offence against that section may be apprehended. 

(e) Thus, under the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viot. c. 97), s. 61, any 
peace officer or the owner of the property injured or any person authorised by 
him, may arrest any person found committing any offence against the Act. So, 
under the Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 66, any constable or 
the owner of property with respect to which an offence punishable under that 
Act is committed, or any person authorised by him, may arrest a person found 
committing such offence. Similar provisions are contained in the Town Police 
Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 89) (see s. 16 ; see also Prevention of Crimes 
Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 112), s. 7). Under the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet. c. 96), any person to whom any property is offered to be sold, pawned or 
delivered, if he nsis reasonable cause to suspect that any offence punisnable under 
that Act has been committed with respect to such property, is authorised and, if 
it is in his power, required to ^prebend the person offering such property (ibid., 
s. 103; see also the Canals (Offences) Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 60), s. 12, and the 
Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viot. c. 58), s. 156). Under the Pawnbrokers Act, 1 872 
(35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), where wy offence mentioned in s. 34 of the Act is 
committed, or where on an article being offered in pawn to a pawnbroker he 
reasonably suspects that it has been stolen or otherwise iQegaUy or clandestinely 
obtained, the pawnbroker may seize and detain the person (ibid,, s. 34; and see 
Howard v. Clarice (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 558). Under the Night Poaching Act, 
1828 (9 Geo. 4, c. 69), if any person is found committing the offence of unlaw- 
fully taking or destroying any game or rabbits by night in any land, or of 
unlawfully entering or being by night in any land with any gun, net etc. for 
the purpose of taking or deskoymg game, the owner or occupier of such land, or 
any person having a right or reputed right of free warren or free chase thereon, 
or the lord of the manor or reputed manor wherein such land may be situate, or 
any gamekeeper or servant of any of these persons, or any ^rsons assisting such 
gamekeeper etc., may i^prehena such offender upon su^ land, or, in case of 
pursuit l^ing made, in any other place to which he may have escaped there&om 
8. 2). Under the Game Act, 1831 (1 <& 2 WilL 4, o. 32), where any person 
18 found on any land or in any of the Kiiig's forests, parks, chases or warrens in 
the daytime, in search or pursuit of game etc., any person having the right of 
kilUng the game upon suen land, or the occupier of me land or any gamekeeper 
or servant of either of them, or any person authorised by either of them or an 
officer of the forest etc., may require the person so found forthwith to quit the 
land where he is foxmd, and also to tell his Christian name, surname, and place 
of abode. If the person so found does not give his real name or place of abode, 
or gives a description of his place of abode which is illusory for the purpose of 
discovery, or wilfully continues or returns upon the land, the person who 
requires ^e name etc., and any persons acting by his order and in his aid, may 
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^prebend tbe offender {ibid*t *• 31). Under the Highway Act, 183d (6 & 6 
Will. 4, c. 50), the surveyor of highways, assistant surveyor, and suoh other 
person as they shall call to their assistance, or any otherperson witnessing the 
commission of an offence under the Act, may seize the offender, if his name is 
unknown (iWd,, s. 79 ; and see s. 78). 

Under the Railway Regulation Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet, c. 97), if any person 
wilfully obstructs or imp^es any officer or agent of any railway company in 
the execution of his duty upon any railway etc., and refuses to quit upon 
request made by any officer or agent of the company, any such officer or agent, 
or any person whom he may call to his assistance, may seize and detain such 
person s. 16). Under the Railways Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 
Viet. c. 20), all persons acting on behalf of a railway company, and all 
constables and peace officers, may apprehend and detain any pei-son who is 
discovered in or after committing or attempting to commit any of the offences 
mentioned in s. 103 of the Act (evading payment of fare eta) {ibid., s. 104). 
Any officer or agent of a railway company, and all persons called by him to 
his assistance, may seize and detain any person who shall have committed an 
offence against the Act or the special Act of the railway company, and whose 
name is unknown to such officer or agent {ibid,, s. 154). Under the Regulation 
of Railways Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet, a 57), any officer of the railway company, 
or any constable, may detain a passenger who fails, after request by such 
officer, either to produce or to deliver up his ticket or to pay his fare, and also 
fails on request by suoh officer to give his name and address {ibid,, s. 5). 
Under the Tramways Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet, a 78), s. 52, any officer or 
servant of the promoters or lessees of any tramway, and aU persons called by him 
to his assistance, may seize and detain any person discovered either in or after 
committing or attempting to commit any offence mentioned in s. 51 of the Act 
(evading payment of fare etc.) {ibid., s. 62). Under the Merchant Shipping Act, 

1 894 (67 & 58 Viet. c. 50), s. 287 (3), the master or other officer of a duly certificated 
passenger steamer may detain any person who commits any offence against that 
section (molesting passengers, evading payment of fare etc.). Under the Poor 
Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 92, if any person carries etc., 
or attempts to carry etc., into any workhouse any spirituous or fermented liquor 
without the order in writing of the master, the master, or any officer of the 
workhouse acting under his direction, may apprehend the offender or cause him 
to be apprehended. Under the Act 1 Mar., sess. 2, c. 3 (“for preserving peace 
dming divine service ”), any constable or churchwarden of the parish etc. where 
an offence under the Act h committed, or any other officer or other person 
present at the time of the offence, may arrest an offender against the Act {ibid., 
B. 1 ; and see Williama v. Oleniater (^1824), 2 B. & C. 699). Under the Ecclesiastical 
Courts Juiisdiction Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 32), any person guilty of an 
offence under the Act (brawling etc. in church) may, “ immediately ana forth- 
with after the offence is committed, be apprehended by any constable or church- 
warden of the parish etc. where the offence is committed {ibid,, s. 3; and see 
Kenait v. St. Paula {Dean and Chapter), [1905] 2 K. B. 249 ; Cope y. Barber 

» , L. R. 7 C. P. 393). A person committing an offence under the Revenue 
862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 22), b. 31 (selling cards without a licence), may be 
apprehended by any constable or officer of fioland Revenue. Under the Pedlars 
Act, 1871 (34 <& 35 Viet. c. 96), s. 18, if a person acting as a pedlar lefuses 
to show his certificate or has no certificate, or refuses to allow the opening or 
inspection of his pack etc. by a constable or officer of the police, such 
person may be apprehended by any of the persons authorised to demand 
the production of the pedlar’s certificate, or any other person acting by the 
order or at the request or in aid of such person. Under the HawWs Act, 
1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 33), s. 6, any officer of Inland Revenue or officer of 
the peace may an*e8t a person found committing an offence against that 
section (hawking without licence etc.). Under the Explosives Act, 1875 
(38 A 39 Viet. c. 17), s. 78, any person who is found committing an offence for 
which he is liable to a penalty under the Act, and which tends to cause an 
explosion eta in or about any factory etc., may be apprehended by a constable or 
an officer of the local authority, or by the occupier or servant etc. of the occupier 
of the factory etc. Under the Metropolitan Board of Works Act, 1877 (40 Viet, 
a viii.)i a. 9, any constable or any officer of the London County Council (see 
Local Government Act, 1888 (51 A 62 Viot. c. 41), s, 119, may seize and detain 
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any person committing or having committed any offence against the Metropolitan 1* 

Board of Works Act, 1877 (40 Viet. c. viii.), or any bve-law thereunder, if Securing 
the name or residence of such person is unknown to such officer. Under the Attendance 
Naval Deserters Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 62), s. 9, any person reasonably of Accused 
suspected of being a deserter from the King’s navy may be apprehended by the Person, 

constable of any place where such person is found and, if no such constable can — « 
be immediately met with, by any person in the King’s service. Under the Army 
Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet c. 58), s. 154, any person reasonably suspected of being 
a deserter from the army may be apprehended by a constable or, if no constable 
can be immediately met with, by any other officer or soldier or ** other person.” 

As to “military custody,” see loid., s. 54. 

(/) Thus, any constable or peace officer may apprehend without warrant any 
person whom he shall find lying or loitering in any highway, yard, or other 
place, and whom he shall have good cause to sus^ct of having committed or being 
about to commit any felony mentioned in the Offences against the Person Act, 

1861 (24 & 25 Viet o. 100) (see ibid,^ s. 66), or any felony against the Larceny 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96) (see t5id., s. 104), or against the Malicious 
Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 97) (see ibid,, s. 67). If a sheriff encounters 
any resistance in the execution of a wi*it, he is to take with him “ the power of 
the county” and to go in proper person “to do execution,” and may arrest the 
resisters and commit them to prison, and every such resister is guilty of a mis- 
demeanour (Sheriffs Act, 1887 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 65), s. 8 (2)). Under the 
Profane Oatns Act, 1745 (19 Geo. 2, c. 21), s. 8, any constable or other peace 
officer may seize, secure and detain any person “ who shall profanely swear or 
curse in the presence and hearing ” of such constable and who shall be unknown 
to him. Under the Unlawful Drilling Act, 1819 (60 Geo. 3 & 1 Geo. 4, c. 1), 
s. 2, any justice of the peace or peace officer, or any other person acting in their 
aid or assistance, may disperse an unlawful meeting or assembly prohibited by 
the Act (».e., for the purpose of training or drilling persons to the use of arms 
without lawful authority), and may aiTest and detain any person present at, or 
aiding, assisting or abetting, any such assembly or meeting. Under the Hosiery 
Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. o. 40), s. 9, every peace officer and constable, and every 
watchman duly appointed by law, during such time as he shall be on duty, may 
apprehend, or cause to be apprehended, any person whom he may reasonably 
suspect of having or carrying or in any way conveying at any time after sun 
setting and before sun rising any woollen etc. materials intrusted to any person 
for the purpose of being manufactured etc., or any tools or apparatus intrusted 
to any person for manufacturing such materials, if it is supected that such 
materials etc. have been or ai'e being purloined, embezzled, or otherwise fraudu- 
lently disposed of ; see also the Frauds by Workmen Act, 1777 (17 Geo, 3, c. 56), 

8. 11. Under the Cruelty to Animals Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 92), s. 13, any 
constable, upon his own view, or upon the complaint and information of any 
other person who shall declare his name and place of abode to the constable, 
may seize and secure any offender against the Act. Under the Prevention of 
Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 112), s. 3, any constable in any police 
district, if authorised* in writing by the chief officer of police in that district, 
may take into custody any convict who is the holder of a licence granted 
under the Penal Servitude Acts, if it appears to such constable that such 
convict is getting his livelihood by dishonest means (see also ibid., s. 7). 

Under the Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 2, any constable 
may take into custody any holder of a licence under the Penal Servitude 
Acts (see ibid., s. 11) or any pei*son under the supervision of the police in 
pursuance of the Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 112), 
whom he reasonably suspects of having committed “any offence.” Under the 
Licensing Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet c. 94), s. 25. any constable may demand the 
name and address of any person found on any licensed premises at a time when 
they should be closed, and if such person fails to give his name or address, or if 
the constable has reasonable ground to suppose that the name or address given is 
false, and requires evidence of the correctness of the name or address given, and 
such person fails to give such evidence, the constable may apprehend such person. 

Similar provisions are contained in the Licensing Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 49), 
s. 17, in the case of persons found on premises where intoxicating liquor is 
(Unlawfully sold ur kept. Under the Indecent Advertisements Act, 1889 (52 & 

63 Viet. c. 18), s. 6, any constable or other peace officer may arrest any ^rson 
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Securing an arrest without warrant of a person reasonably suspected of 
Attendance having comnutted the offence is lawful at any time after its 
of Accused commission ( . 

P^n. ^here no felony has in fact been committed, a peace officer 

Time for may, it seems, arrest a person on suspicion at any time after the 

wresting. commission of the act which is supposed to be a felony (k). 


whom he shall find committing any offence against the Act. Under the Military 
Lands Act, 1892 (55 & 56 Viot c. 43), s. 17, any person who commits an offence 
against any bye-laws under the Act (see tM,, s. 14) may be taken into custody 
by any constable or officer authorised in manner provided by the bye-laws, 
ifnder the Diseases of Animals Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Vict. o. 67), a. 43, if a person 
is seen or found committing, or is reasonably suspected of being engaged in 
committing, an offence against the Act, a constable may stop and detain him, 
and if lus name and address are not known to the consteble, and such person 
fails to give them to the satisfaction of the constable, the constable may apprehend 
him. Under the Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, o. 16), 
s. 4, and the Children Act, 1908 f8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 19, any constable may take 
into custodv any person who witnin view of such constable commits on offence 
under the Act of 1904, or under Part IL of the Act of 1908, or under ss. 27, 65, 
or 66 of the Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 100), or 
any offence against anyone under the age of sixteen under ss. 6, 42, 43, 
62 or 62 of that Act, or under the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1886 (48 
& 49 Vict. c. 69), or under the Dangerous Performances Acts, 1879 and 1897 

i 42 & 43 Vict. c. 34 and 60 & 61 Vict. c. 62), or any other offence involving 
)odily injury to anyone under the age of sixteen ; and a constable may also 
take into custody any person who has committed, or who he has reason to 
believe has committed, any of the offences mentioned above, if the constable 
has reasonable ground for believing that such person will abscond, or if the 
name and address of such person are unknown to and cannot be ascer- 
tained by the constable. Under the Street Betting Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 43), 
B. 1, any constable may take into custody without warrant any person found 
committing an offence under the Act. Special powers of arrest are given to the 
members of the metropolitan police force ; see Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 
(2 & 3 Vict. c. 47), 88. 28, 34, 38, 46, 47, 48, 64, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66 (see S^oc^en v. 
CaHer (1831), 4 0. & P. 477 ; Simmons v. Millingen (1846), 2 C. B. 624 ; B<njo- 
ditch V. Balchin (1860), 6 Exoh. 378) ; Metropolitan Police Act, 1861 (27 & 28 
Viot. c. 66), B. 1 ; Metropolitan Streets Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. o. 134), ss. 12, 
28, and compare Metropolitan Streets Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, o. 17). As to 
the powers of arrest of the City of London Police, seestat. 2 & 3 Viot. o. xciv., 
ss. 18, 30, 31, 82, 36, 44, 46, 46, 48, and Metropolitan Streets Act, 1867 
(30 & 31 Vict. c. 134), s. 23 ; Bowditch v. Balchin^ supra ; and see Public Stores 
Act, 1876 (38 & 89 Vict. c. 25), s. 6. Social powers of arrest are conferred 
upon constables acting under the Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 UO & 11 Vict. 
c. 89) (see ss. 14, 16, 36 of that Act); upon constables acting under the Municipal 
Corporations Act 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 60) (see s. 193 of that Act) ; upon canal 
and river police (see Canals (Offences) Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. o. 60), ss. 9, 10, 11) ; 
and upon water bailiffs (see Salmon Finery Act, 1866 (28 & 29 Viot. o. 121), s. 27 ; 
Salmon Fishery Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viot. c. 71) s. 36 (4 ) ; and Freshwater 
Fisheries Act, 1884 (47 Viot. o. 11), s. As to ^wer to arrest by con- 
stables appointed by the Chancellors or Vice-Chanoellors of the Universities 
of Oxford and Oombrid^, see Universities Act, 1826 (6 Oeo. 4, c. 97), & 3 ; 
and p. 270, ante, Besi^ the powers of arrest without warrant that are 
expressly ^ven by statute to constables, they may, subject to the conditions 
imposed by each particular statute, exercise all the powers of arrest that are 
given by a statute to ‘‘ any person." 

S f) See Dalton, Country Justioe, pp. 447, 478. As to “ hue and cry,” see 1 
0, P. 0. 464 ; Fosi 309, 310, and p. 300, ante. In the case of treason, it 
seems, the arrest must be effected withm the time limited for the commencement 
of the prosooution (see p. 466, post), 

(^) But, % ooatideraUa time has elapsed after the facts have taken place 
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Where power is conferred by statute to arrest a person found 
or seen committing an offence or doing some specified act(t), the 
arrest must in most cases be made while the offence is actually 
being committed or the act is being done, or on fresh pursuit (i). 
Except on fresh pursuit the arrest cannot be made without a 
warrant, after the offence has been completed or the act done(y). 
Certain statutes, however, which give a power of arrest without 
warrant expressly authorise the making of the arrest after the 
offence has been committed (k). 

615. A person who arrests another without a warrant, purporting 
to act under the powers of a statute, must satisfy all the conditions 
that the statute imposes ; otherwise he incurs liability to an action 
for false imprisonment, or is deprived of the protection which he 
would otherwise have (Z). 


which give rise to the suspicion, a constable could hardly be justified in arresting 
without warrant on suspicion, unless the supposed felon has absconded, or 
unless the constable knows that the supposed felon has been indicted for 
felony or that a warrant has been issued for his arrest on a charge of felony W 
a duly authorised magisti-ate (see Dalton, Country Justice, p. 447 ; 1 East, r. 0, 
300 ; Creagh v. Gamble (1888), 24 L. R. Ir. 458). 

(i) See p. 300, ante» 

(J) See Downing v. Capel (1867), L. R. 2 0. P. 461 ; Griffith v. Taylor (1876), 2 
0. r. D. 194, 0. A. ; R» v. Curran (1828), 3 0. & P. 397 ; Simmom v. Jl/irtmyen (1846), 

2 0. B. 524 ; Morris v. Wise (1860), 2 F. & P. 51 ; Mathews v. Biddulph (1841), 

3 Man, & G. 390. As to what is fresh pursuit, see J7. v. Howarth (1828), 1 Mood. 
0. 0. 207. There are some offences which a person cannot be “found com- 
mitting,*’ because they depend upon circumstances which are not aU apparent at 
any particular time. Thus, generally speaking, a person cannot be “found com- 
mitting ” the offence of embezzlement, except in such a case as where a servant 
who ought to put money received on behalf of the master into the master’s till is 
seen putting it into his own pocket. Where the charge against a servant was 
that he had embezzled various sums “ within the last fortnight,” it was held 
that 8. 103 of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 96), did not apply, and that 
the servant could not be arrested without a warrant as being found committing 
the offence {Field v. Musgrove (1867), 16 L. T. 536). So a peieon cannot be 
“found committing” the offence, under s. 3 of the Vacancy Act, 1824 (5 
Geo. 4, c. 83), of wufuUy refusing or neglecting to maintain his family whom 
he is legally bound to maintain, and whom he has means to maintain, so that 
they become chargeable to the paiish {Horley v. Rogers (1860), 2 E. & E. 674). 

(k) See Railways Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 20), ss. 104, 
154; Tramways Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 78), s. 52 ; Metropolitan Board of 
Works Act, 1877 (40 Yict. c. viii.), s. 9 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 
Yict 0 . 69), s. 2, and pp. 302, 303, ante, 

(Z) See Simmons v. Millingen (1846), 2 C. B. 524; Bowditch v. Balchin 
(1850), 5 Exch. 378 ; R. v. Curran^ supra; Boulton v, London and South Western 
Rail, Co, (1867), L. R. 2 Q. B. 534. A private person who lawfully arrests 
another without a warrant has all the protection of a constable, and if the 
person arrested kills the arrester, the act may amount to murder (R, v. 
Curran, supra; and see p. 573, post). If a person arrests another in purAV.uv.a 
of a power given bv any Act of Parliament, an action against him in respect ot 
any such act must be commenced within six months after the act complained of 
(Public Authorities Protection Act, 1893 ^56 & 57 Yict. c. 61), s. 1 ; see title 
Limitation of Actions). A person is entitled to the benefit of this Act if he 
honestly and bond fide believes that he is acting in pursuance of an Act of 
Parliament, whether there be reasonable ground for such belief or not (Hermann 
V. Seneschal (1862), 13 0. B. (n. S.) 392; Roberts v. Orchard (1863), 2 H. d; 0. 
769, Ex. Oh. ; Chamberlain v. Kingi\S*ll), L. B. 6 0. P. 474 (explaining Leete ▼, 
Hart (1868), L. E. 3 0. P« 322) ; and see Nathan y. Cohen (1812), 3 Oamp. 257). 
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616 . A private person who arrests another imder a common law 
power only detain him for a reasonable time, and must then 
either set biy» free or hand him over to a constable or take him 
before a justice of the peace (m). 

If the suspected offender is not liberated and is not taken before 
a justice with reasonable expedition and by a direct road, the 
person who arrests is liable to an action of trespass (n). 

Statutes which authorise a private person to arrest without 
warrant commonly contain a direction that the person arrested 
shall be taken before a justice of the peace (o), or a direction that 
he shall be conveyed or delivered to a peace officer or constable 
in order to ’his being conveyed as soon as reasonably or conveniently 
may be before a justice of the peace (p). 

If a constable or other peace officer arrests a person without 
warrant, such person must be taken as soon as reasonably may be 
before a justice of the peace (9). 

A person arrested without warrant for an offence punishable on 
summary conviction must be brought before a court of summary 
jurisdiction as soon as practicable after he is taken into custody (a). 

If it is not practicable to bring him before a court of summary 
jurisdiction within twenty-four hours after he is taken into custody, 


(m) Wright v. Court (1825), 4 B. & C. 596. In some cases there may be a 
power to detain a person for a reasonable time for the sake of preserving peace, 
hut no power to take him before a justice ; such a person should be liberated 
when the reasonable time has elapsea (see Williams v. Olenister (1824), 2 B. & 0. 
699; 2 Hawk. P. 0., 0. 12, b. 19). 

(w) Wright v. (7our<, supra; Morris v. Wise (I860), 2 F & P. 51. A private 
person cannot apprehend another upon suspicion of felony for the purpose of 
taking him to the place where the felony was committed in order to ascertain 
whether he was the offender {Hall y. Booth (1834), 3 Nev. & M. (k. b.) 316). 
If a private ^rson arrests another without warrant and hands him over to a 
constable, and the offender is not brought before a justice within a reasonable 
time, the private person is liable for the delay, except, it seems, where the 
statute under which he is acting authorises him to deliver the offender to a 
constable (see Wright v. Court, supra), 

(0) See Larceny Ao^ 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 103, under which the 
person found committing must be “immediately apprehended’* and “forth- 
with taken ” before some neighbouring justice of the peace (see R, v. Curran 

S , 3 0. & P. 397) ; Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 61 ; 

ms Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viot. 0. 36), s. 179 ; Children Act, 
1908 (8 Edw. 7, 0. 67), s. 72 (2)). 

(p) See Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), s. 31 ; Prevention of 
Offences Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viot. 0. 19), s. 11 ; Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4. 
0. 83), s. 6 ; Lighting and Watching Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 90), s. 55 « 
Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 72 (1), (2). 

(5) See Wright v. Court, supra; Offences against the Person Act, I861 
(24 & 25 Viot. 0, 100), 8. 66; Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viot. c. 96), s. 104 ; 
Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viot. 0. 97), ss. 57, 61 ; Biot Act, 1714 
(1 Geo. 1, stat. 2, 0. 6), s. 3. Wheip two constables were taking a man 
before a magistrate on tne char^ of disorderly conduct, and the magistrate 
met them in the street and sent the prisoner back to the lock-up and teld the 
constables to bring him up for examination the next day, it was held that the 
ma^trate was li^le to an action for trespass for sending the plaintiff back to 
the lock-up, as he ought to have either inquired into the case on the first day, 
or to have told the constables to take the prisoner before another magistrate 
[Edwards v. Ferris (1836), 7 0. & P. 542). 

(fl) Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 43 Viot 0. 49), s. 
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a superintendent or inspector of police, or other ofiicer of police of 
equal or superior rank or in charge of any police station, must 
inquire into the case, and, except where the offence appears to such 
officer to be of a serious nature, the prisoner must be discharged on 
his entering into a recognisance, with or without sureties, to appear 
before some such court (&)• 

617. A private person or a constable may break open the outer 
door of the house of another in order to prevent a murder being 
committed in such bouse and to arrest the offender (c)» 

If a felony has been committed and the felon is followed to 
a bouse, and there is no other means of entering, a private person 
or constable may, it seems, break open the door of the house to 
arrest the offender (i). This may also be done if a felony will 
probably be committed unless a private person or constable inter- 
feres to prevent it 

If an affray occurs in the presence of a constable, and the 
offenders run away and are immediately pursued by the constable 
and they enter a house, then the doors may be broken open by the 
constable to apprehend them in the course of such immediate 
pursuit (/). 

Before doors are broken open to effect an arrest due notice must 
be given and admission be demanded and refused {g). 

(iii.) Arrest under Warrant. 

618. A justice’s warrant for arrest can only be executed by a 
constable or peace officer (h). 

It may be directed to any constable by name, or generally to the 
constable of the parish or other district within which it is to be 
executed, or to such constable and all other constables or peace 
officers in the county or other district within which the justice 
issuing the warrant has jurisdiction, or generally to all the 
constables or peace officers within such county or district. 

The warrant states shortly the offence on which it is founded and 
that an information has been sworn, or facts on which it is based 


(h) Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), s. 38 ; see Metro- 
politan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viot. o. 47), ss. 70, 71 ; Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 227; Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1884 
(47 & 48 Viet. c. 43), s. 9. A person arrested without a warrant under the 
Game Act, 1831(1 & 2 WilL 4, c. 32\ cannot be detained for a longer period 
than twelve hours from the time of his apprehension, but must be brought 
before some justice of the peace within that time, and if he cannot, he must be 
discharged {ibid., s. 81). 

(c) Bandcoch v. Baker (1800), 2 Bos. & P. 260. 

(d) See Smith v. Shirley (1846), 3 0. B. 142 ; 4 Bl. Com. 289. It seems that 
reasonable suspicion merely does not authorise a private person to break open 
doors to arrest (4 Bl. Com. 290). 

(c) Bandcoch v. Baker, supra, and 2 Hale, P. C. 95. 

(/) 2 Hawk. P. 0., 0. 14, s. 8; A v. Marsden (1868), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 131. 

(g) Post. 320. 

(A) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 9. But a warrant 
under the Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet c. 36), s. 227, may 
be executed by a;|pustoms officer. As to the protection of constables and other 
persons acting by their order and in their aid under a warrant from a justice, 
see Constables Protectiou Act, 1750 (24 Qeo. 2, o. 44), s* 6. 


Sect. 1. 
Securing 
Attendance 
of Accused 
Person. 


Breaking 
open doors 
to arrest 


Execution of 
warrants. 



80d 

SlOT. L 

Securing 
Attendance 
of Accused 
Person. 

Local limltf. 


Backing 

warranta. 


CRIMINAL Law and Pboojjdubk. 

proved on oath, and names or otherwise describes the offender ; 
and it orders the person or persons to whom^ it is directed to 
apprehend the offender and bring him before the justice isaumg the 
warrant, or before some other justice for the same dlitrioti to 
answer the charge (i). 

619. A warrant may be executed by apprehending the offender at 
any place within the county or place within which the justice issuing it 
has jurisdiction, or in case of fresh pursuit anywhere within the 
next county or place, and within seven miles of the border of the 
first county etc. (k). 

Where the warrant is directed to all constables or other peace 
ofiScers within the county or other district in which the justice 
issuing it has jurisdiction, any constable or peace oflScer for any 
parish etc. within such county or district may execute it within any 
parish etc. situate within the jurisdiction of such justice, just as 
if the warrant was specially directed to such constable by name and 
although the place in which the warrant is executed is not within 
the parish etc. for which he is constable or peace oflScer (/c). 

A warrant need not be made returnable at any particular time, 
but may remain in force until it is executed (1). 

620. If an offender against whom a warrant has been issued 
escapes out of the jurisdiction of the justice who issues the 
warrant, the warrant may be indorsed by a justice having juris- 
diction in the place where the offender is, and may thereupon be 
executed either by the person bringing the warrant or by all other 
persons to whom it was orginally directed or by any constable 
or peace officer of the county or place where the warrant is 
indorsed (m). 


(t) See Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), Schedule, Forms B 
and D ; see also note (A;) on p. 291, ante, 

(k) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 10. See the corre- 
sponding provisions of the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet, c.43), 
6. 3. Apart from these statutes a constable had no power to execute a warrant 
outside the limits of hm own oonstablewick, unless he was specihed by name, in 
which case his authority was co-extensive with that of the person issuing the 
warrant (1 Hale, P. 0. 459 ; B, v. Weir (1823), 1 B. & Ch 288 ; Qladwdl v. 
Blake (1834), 1 Or. M. & E. 636 ; R, v. Sandere (1867), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 75 ; E. v. 
Cumpton (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 341, 0. 0. E.). A summons or a warrant issu^ by a 
justice of a borough to which the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. 
c. 50), applies may be served or executed by the constable to whom it is directed in 
any county in which the borough or a part of the borough is situate, or at any 
distance not exceeding seven miles fi:om the borough (f5td., s. 223; E. v. 
Cumpton, eupra ; and see County and Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. 
0 . 69), s. 6). As to assistance by one police force to another, see Police Act, 
1890 (53 & 54 Vict. c. 45), e. 25. 

(l) It is doubtM whether a j^jice can withdraw his own warrant, but in a 

proper case the King's Bench Division of the High Court has power to order the 
with^’awal of a warrant fE. v. Crossman (1908), 98 L. T. 760). Gllie warrant 
remains in force in spite oi the death of the justice who issuM it (Summary 
Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 &43 Vict. c. 49), s. 87). A warrant issued under a. 880 
of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vict. c. 60), is only in force for 98 
hours (»5id, s. SSO), ^ 

(m) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. c. 42), s, 11 ; see Summary 
Juriadiction Act, 1848 (11 A 12 Vict e* 43), s. 8. English warrants may 1 m 
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621. A oonsteble, who is armed with a warrant for the arrest 
of a person whom the constable cannot lawfully arrest without a 
warrant, must have the warrant with him when he effects the 
arrest ; otherwise the arrest is illegal (n). 

622. No place gives any person protection from arrest (o). 
A constable having a warrant to arrest a person may after 
demanding and being refused admittance break open doors to effect 
an arrest (p). 

An arrest on a criminal charge can be effected at any time of the 
day or night (q), A person may be arrested on Sunday for an indict- 
able offence (r). No person, except the King and a foreign sovereign, 
is privileged from arrest on a criminal charge («). 

623. In arresting and detaining a person reasonable force may be 
used. A constable may justify the handcuffing of a prisoner, if he 
attempts to' escape or if the handcuffing is necessary to prevent 
his escaping (t), 

624. A constable may search a prisoner, if he behaves with 
such violence of language or conduct that the constable may 
reasonably think it prudent to search him in order to ascertain 
whether he has any weapon etc. with which he might do 
mischief (a). 

A constable and also, it seems, a private person may upon lawful 
arrest of a suspected offender take and detain property found in 


backed in Ireland (Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Yict. o. 42), s. 12), the 
Isle of Man and the Channel Islands {ibid,, s. 13 ; and see Ciiminal Justice 
Administration Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viot, a 65), s, 18), and in Scotland, and vice 
vereA (Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), ss. 14, 15). As to the 
arrest of fugitive offenders in other parts of the King’s dominions, see Fugitive 
Offenders Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet c. 69), Part I.; as to extradition of offendeis 
who have escaped abroad, see title Extkadition ai^d FuairiVE Offenders. 

(n) Codd V. Cahe (1876), 1 Ex. D. 352; see OaUiard v. Laxton (1802]^ 2 
B. & S. 363 ; R. v. Chapman (1871), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 4. 

(o) The privilege of sanctuary was abolished by 21 Jao. 1, o. 28, s. 7 (repealed 
by Statute Law Revision Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet o. 125) ; but see s. 1). An 
arrest may be effected within the walls of the Houses of Parliament (Erskine 
May, Parliamentary Practice, 11th ed., 116) ; but a member cannot, it seems, bo 
arrested within the walls of Parliament while the House of which he is a member 
is sitting {ibid,, 117). As to the Eoyal Palaces and Courts of Justice, see 
Fitzpatrick v. Kelly (1749), cited in R, v. Stubbs, 3 TermEep. 740. 

(p) Post. 136, 320; Bu^dett v. Abbot (1811), 14 East, 1, at pp. 158, 162. 

(g) See Clerk and Lindsell on Torts, 4th ea., 780. 

(r) Rawlins v. Ellis (1846), 16 M. & W. 172 ; Sunday Observance Act, 1677 
(29 Oar. 2, c. 7), s. 6; Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 4. 

(s) As to foreign ambassadors, see p. 245, ante. As to members of Parliament, 
see Long WeUeslty's Case (1831), 2 Euss. & M. 639. As to advocates, witnesses 
etc., see Re Freston (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 646, 0. A. ; Ex parte Lyne (1822), 
3 Stark. 132. 

it) Osborn v. Veitch (1858), 1 P. & F. 317 : Levy v. Edwwrds (1823), 1 0. & P. 40, 
at p. 43 ; Wright v. Court (1826), 4 B. & (J. 696 ; Leigh v. Cole (1863), 6 Cox, 
0. U 329; R, v. Taylor (1896), 59 J. P. 393. As to beating or shooting by a 
constable, see Levy v. Edwevrds, supra ; R, v. Dodson (1850), 2 Hen. 35 ; Stocken ?• 
Cbrfer (1831), 4 0, & P. 477 ; Barber v. Oliver, Times, 17th June, 1892, 13. 

(a) Leigh y. Cede (1853), 6 (^a;, 0. 0. 329, at p. 332. 
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the offender’s possession, if such property is likely to afford material 
evidence for the prosecution in respect of the offence for which the 
offender has been arrested (b). 

Sub-Sect. 3,Search Warrants, 

625. A justice of the peace has at common law the power, on an 
information being sworn before him alleging a suspicion that larceny 
has been committed, to issue a search warrant authorising a search in 
any house etc. in the day time for stolen goods and the arrest of 
any person found in possession of such goods (c). 

Except in the case of stolen goods there is no power at common 
law to issue a warrant authorising the search of a house (d). But 
provision is made by statute for the issue of a search warrant in 
certain specified cases (<?). 


(6) DiVon V. O'Brien (1887), 20 L. R. Ir. 300 ; Tyler v. London and South 
Western Rail, Co, (1884), Cab. & El. 285. A constaWe should not take pro- 
perty not in any way connected with the offence charged against the person 
arrested {R. v. O Donnell (1835), 7 0. & P. 138 ; R, v. Kinsey (1836), 7 C. & P. 
447; R, V. Bass (1849), 2 Oar. & Ipr. 822; R, v. Jones (1834), 6 0. & P. 
343}j^ As to orders for the restoration of property to a prisoner, see R, v. 
Burgiss (1836), 7 0. & P. 488; R, v. Rooney (1836), V 0. & P. 515 ; R. v. Barnett 
(1829), 3 0. & P. 600; R, v. Frost (1839), 9 0. & P. 129, at p. 133; Re Bice 
(1885), 49 J. P. 264; R, v. Pi&rce (1852), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 117; R, v. London 
Corporation (1858), E. B. & E. 509 ; R, v. Rolfe (1889), 63 J. P. 823. 

(c) 2 Hale, P. C. 113, 149, 150; Burns, Justice of the Peace, 30th ed., Vol. V., 
1180 ; see Elsee v. Smith (1822), 1 Dow. & By. (k. b.) 97 ; Wyatt v. White (1860), 29 
L. J. (ex.) 193 ; Jones v. German, [1897] 1 Q. B. 374, 0. A. In execution of a 
search warrant for stolen goods at common law, force may be used to break open 
doors, if adinittance is demanded and refused, but the warrant can only be executed 
in the day time (Greaves* Criminal Law Consolidation Acts, 2nded., p. 400). It 
seems that by virtue of the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), 
B, 4, a search warrant niay now be executed on a Sunday. As to statutes 
enabling a search in the night time in certain events, see note (e), post, 

(d) See Entick v. Carrin^on (1765), 19 State Tr. 1030, 1067. 

(e) See Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 96), s. 103, which applies the 
procedure as regards search warrants for stolen goods to goods in respect of 
which some offence under that Act other than larceny has been committed (see 
Jones V. German^ [18961 2 Q. B. 418, and supra). As to goods stolen or unlawfully 
obtained, see Frauds by Workmen Act, 1748 (22 Geo. 2, c. 27), s. 4 ; Frauds 
by Workmen Act, 1777 (17 G«o. 3, o. 56), s. 10 ; Metropolitan Police Courts 
Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 71). s. 26 ; Hosiery Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 40), ss. 8, 
14 ; Old Metal Dealers Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 110), s. 4; Prevention of 
Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet c. 112), s. 16; Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet, 
c. 93), s. 36 ; Army Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet. o. 58), s. 156. For other cases where 
sewch warrants may be issued or searches made, see the Bread Act, 1836 (6 & 7 
Will. 4, c. 37), 8. 11 (see as to London, 3 Geo. 4, c. cvi., s. 13) ; Gold and Silver 
Wares Act, 1844 (7 &8 Viet c, 22), s. 11 ; Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 98), 
s, 46 ; Coinage Onenoes Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), s. 27 ; Malicious Damage 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 97), s, 56 ; Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 
& 25 Viot. 0 . 100), B. 65 ; Petroleum Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet c. 106), s. 13 ; 
Explosives Act. 1875 (38 Viot. o. 17), s. 73 ; Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viot. 
0 . 66), 8. 119 ; Public Health (London) Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viot. a 76), s. 97 ; 
Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. o. 36), s. 203; Merchandise 
Marks Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viot o. 28), s. 12 ; Disorderly Houses Act, 1751 (25 
Geo. 2, c. 36), B. 2; Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 13; Gaming Act, 
1846 (8 & 9 Viet c. 109), s. 3; Betting Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viot c. 119), s. 11 ; 
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viot c. 77), s. 13 ; Obscene Publications 
Act 1867 (20 & 21 Viot. o. 83), 1 . 1 ; Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1886 (48 & 
49 Viot c. 69), s. 10 ; Children Act, 1008 (8 Edw* 7, o. 67), s^ 24; Licensing Act, 
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Sect. 2. — Preliminary Examination before Justices. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — The ITearing. 

626 . When a person charged with an indictable offence appears 
or is brought before a justice or justices having jurisdiction to 
hear the charge, the justice or justices can then proceed with the 
examination of the charge (/). 

1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 49), s. 17 ; Licensing Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 28), s. 29 ; 
Fugitive Offenders Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 69), s. 24. See also Public Stores 
Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet, c. 25), s. 6. Under most of these Acts the search 
warrant must be executed by a constable or other police oflBcer, but under some 
of them a search by other persons is authorised (e.g.. Disorderly Houses Act, 
1751 (25 Geo. 2, c. 36), s. 2 ; Gold and Silver Wares Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. o. 22), 
B. 11 ; Petroleum Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 105), s. 13 ; Public Health Act, 1875 
(38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), s. 119; Public Health (London) Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet 
c. 76), 8. 97 ; Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet c. 36), s. 203 ; 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet c. 69), s. 10). Some of the 
statutes under which search wari’ants may be issued authorise a search in the 
day time only (Frauds by Workmen Act, 1748 (22 Geo. 2, c. 27), s. 4 ; Frauds by 
Workmen Act, 1777 (17 Geo. 3, c. 56), s. 10 ; Gold and Silver Wares Act, 1844 (7 
& 8 Viet c. 22), s. 11 ; Obscene Publications Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet o. 83), s. 1 ; 
Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 29), s. 55; Offences against the 
Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 100), s. 65; Old Metal Dealers Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet c. 110), s. 4; Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet, 
c. 36), 8. 204 ; Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet c. 28\ s. 12). One 
statute (Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet c. 93), s. 36), authorises a search 
“in the hours of business only. Two statutes authorise a search at any time 
by day or night (Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viot. c. 71), s. 26 ; 
Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 99), s. 27). One statute (the 
Explosives Act, 1876 (38 Viet. c. 17), s. 73) authorises a search on Sundays 
as well as on other days. The other statutes mentioned above are silent as to 
the time at which a search mav be made. Some of these statutes expressly 
authorise the use of force (breaking open doors etc.) if admittance is refused or 
resistance made (Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 71), s. 25 ; 
Gaming Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 109), s. 3; Betting Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet, 
c. 119), 8. 11 ; Obscene Publications Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 83), s. 1 ; Pawn- 
brokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 36; Explosives Act, 1875 (38 Viet, 
c. 17), s. 73; Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 35), s. 203 ; 
Public Health (London) Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viot. c. 76), s. 97 ; Licensing Act, 
1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 28), s. 29; Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 24 (3). 
Qucercy whether there is not in all cases of search warrants, as in warrants of 
arrest, a power to use force and break open doors, if admittance is demanded and 
refused (Launock v. Brown (1819), 2 B. & Aid. 592 ; Burdett v. Abbot (1811), 14 
East, 1, at pp. 168, 162). ^me of the statutes (Frauds by Workmen Act, 1777 
(17 Geo. 3, c. 56), s. 10 ; Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 71), 
8. 25 ; Hosiery Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 40), s. 8; Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 
Viet. c. 58), s. 156; Disorderly Houses Act, 1751 (25 Geo. 2, c. 36), s. 2 ; 
Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, o. 83), s. 13 ; Gaming Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viot. 
c. 109), s. 3; Betting Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 119), s. 11 ; Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 69), s. 10 ; Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 67), 8. 24 ; Licensing Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 49), s. 17) authorise arrest 
in certain cases of persons found on the premises searched. 

(/) The procedure relating to the preliminary examination before justices is 
chiefly governed by the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. c. 42). The 
accused person may appear before justices in obedience to a summons, or may 
be brought up before them in custody either with or without a wairant, or, if he 
is already in prison, may be brought oefore them under an order of the Secretary 
of State under the Prison Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Vict. c. 41), s.^ 11. Anyone of the 
magistrates appointed to act at any of the metropolitan police courts and sitting 
at such a court, any stipendiary magistrate appointed for any other city, town 
«tc. and sitting at a police court or other place appointed in that behalf, and the 
Lord Mayor of Uie City of London or any alderman of the City sittaiif at tba 
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ManBion House or Ghiildhall justice rooms in the City, may act alone in doing 
anything authorisod by the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), 
88. 29, 30. It seems that any justice of the peace acting within his jims^ction 
may hold the preliminary examination of a person accused of an indictable 
offence {ibid,, s. 17, where tiie expression used is “any justice or j^tices”; 
but see the Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 04), s. 1, which provides that^ 
if the charge is one of felony or suspicion of felony, one justice may take the 
examination and commit the accused to trial or discharge him, but if the whole 
evidence given before such justice neither raises a strong presumption of guilt 
nor warrants the dismissal of the charge, such justice must order me accused to 
be detained in custody until he be taken before two justices at the least). The 
room or building in which the examination is taken is not to be deemed an open 
court (see s. 19 of the Indictable Offences Act, 1848), but according to some 
autWities s. 19 has been altered by s. 13 (11) of the Interpretation Act, 1889 
(62 & 63 Viet. c. 68), and the law omcers of the Crown on Ist December, 1884, 
advised that justices, even when taking an examination, must sit in open court 
as prescribed by the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 43), s. 12, 
and the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), s. 20 (see Douglas, 
Summary J urisdiction Procedure, 9th ed., p. 360). It is submitted, however, that 
s. 19 of file Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), shows sufficient 
indication of a “contrary intention” to exclude this interpretation. More- 
over, a justice may take at a hospital the depositions of a witness who is 
dangerously ill, and such depositions, if taken in compliance with the require- 
ments of the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 17, are 
admissible in evidence subsequently apart from the provisions of the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vici c. 36), s. 6 (A. v. Katz (1900), 
64 J. P. 807, and p. 327, post). This appeaie to show that a justice may 
act under the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), in a place 
which is not an open court. A justice or justices duly authorised to act 
in the place where they sit have jurisdiction to inquire into chaigos in 
respect of: — (1) Offences committed within the county etc. for which the 
justice or justices act {R. y, Beckley (1887), 16 Cox, 0. C. 331, 0. C. It.; see 
J). 280, ante), (2) Offences committed outside the county etc. for which the 
justices act, if tne accused is residing or being or suspected to reside or be withm 
the limits of the jurisdiction of the justices, and appears or is bought before 
them by a summons or waiTant issued by them (see Indictable Offences Act, 
1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 1), or by a warrant issued outside their jurisdiction 
and backed by a justice within their jurisdiction, if such justice has directed 
that the accused should be brought before some justice or justices within his 
jurisdiction, and the nrosecutor or some of the witnesses for the prosecution 
are then present in the county or place where the accused was apprehended 
(Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet, o. 42), s. 11). In such a case the 
justices must, it seems, give the accused an opportunity of calling witnesses for 
the defence (seep. 317, post). If such justices are of opinion that the evidence 
is sufficient proof of the charge, they may commit the accused for trial or admit 
him to bail to appear at his firial in the county etc. where the offence is alleged 
to have been committed. If the evidence is not sufficient, the justice or justices 
are to bind the witnesses over to give evidence and order the accused person to 
be taken before some justice or justices for the county etc. where the offence is 
alleged to have been committ^ (ifttd., s. 22, and Sdiedule, Form B (1)). 
(3) Offences committed on the high seas, or within the Admiralty jurisdiction, 
or on land beyond the seas, if an indictment may legally be prrferred in any 
place in England or Wales for such offence (see p. 273, anfc), and if a person 
charged wiui such an offence has been brought before the justice or justices 
under a warrant of a justice acting for the same county etc. s. 2 ; see i2. 
▼. Eyrt (1868), L. B. 3 Q. B. 487). A justice who acts for two mstricta adjoining 
each other may, while he is in one of these districts, act for the other distriot 
(Indiotable Offences Act, 1 848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 6). All the acts of justices, 
and of any constable or officer in obedience thereto, are to be as good in relation to 
any deta<med part of any county which is surrounded in whole or in part by 
the county for which such justices act, as if the same were to all intents 
and purposes part of the country for which they act (Indiotable Offences 
1848 (U< & 12 Vici a 42), s. 7). As to the qualiffoation of justices, see title 
lUoismAxss. 
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< The accused person must be present during the whole of the 
examination (g). 

The object of the examination is not to determine the guilt or 
innocence of the accused, but to inquire whether the accused ought 
or ought not to be committed for trial (h). 

The accused person has the right to be assisted by counsel or 
solicitor retained by him (t). The prosecutor the person 
supporting the charge) must appear by himself or by counsel or 
solicitor (&). 

627. The proceedings are commenced by calling the name of 
the accused person. If he appears, the charge against him is 
read over. 

The accused is not asked whether he is guilty or not guilty of the 
charge, but the case for the prosecution is commenced at once (1). 


{g) See Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), ss. 17, 18. The 
proi^ure under this Act is only applicable to the case of a person in the 
ordinaiy sense of the word, that is, to someone whose physic^ appearance 
before justices is possible {ibid., ss. 1, 17, 18). It seems, therefore, tnat there 
can be no proceeding under this Act for tlie examination of a charge against a 
body corporate, and that s. 2 of the Interpretation Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. 
0 . 63), as to ** person ** in a penal act including body corporate aoes not apply, 
as a “ contrary intention *’ appears from the language of the Indictable Offences 
Aot^ 1848 (11 & 12 Viet, c. 42), ss. 1, 17, 18 ; if a corporation is charged with 
an indictable offence, the proper proceeding is by way of indictment in the first 
instance. See also title Corpohations, Vol. VIII., p. 390. 

(h) B. V. Carden (1879), 5 Q. 13. D. 1, per CooKBUUN, O.J., at p. 6. 

(t) R. V. QriffUhs (1886), 64 L. T. 280. Before the Indictable Offences Act, 
1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), it was held that justices had a discretion whether 
they woidd admit or exclude an advocate {Cox\. Coleridge (1822), 1 B. & 0. 37 ; 
R. V. Borron (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 432 ; R, v. Staffordehire Justices (1819), 1 Chit, 
217 ; Collier v. Hicks (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 663). S. 17 of the Indictable Offences 
Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), contemplates the cross-examination of the 
witnesses for the prosecution by counsel or solicitor for the accused. The 
accused has no right to have the case adjourned for the attendance of counsel 
or solicitor {R. v. Cambridgeshire Justices (1880), 44 J. P. 168; R» v. Biggins 
(1862), 6 L. T. 605), but an adjournment for such attendance may (see 
Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 21), be granted, and should 
be’granted, if the application for such an adjournment is made bond fide. 

(fe) If the prosecutor or someone on his behalf does not appear to support the 
charge, the charge will be dismissed, but if the non-attendance is caused by a 
mistake, a fresh summons should be issued {R. v. Bennett (1908), 72 J. P. 362). 
The proceedings do not abate by the death of the justice who issued the 
summons or warrant (Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), 
s. 37), or of the person who instituted criminal proceedings [R. v. Truelove 
(1880), 6 Q. B. D. 336). Any person may, it appears, take up the prosecution 
on the death of such person. Most prosecutions are now conducted at the 
inst^ce of the police, but where there is a private prosecutor present and 
ready to proce^ with the prosecution, he ought to have the conduct of the 
proceedings, except where the Director of Public Prosecutions takes up the 
prosecution (see B. v. Taylor, Times, 2nd November, 1896, p. 7). 

(f) No obje^ion can taken to the information or complaint on which the 
summons or warrant in the case has been issued for any alleged defect in 
substance or in form, or for any variance between it and the evidence adduced 
on behalf of the prosecution, nor can any such objection be taken to any such 
summons or warrant ; if there is any such variance between the summons or 
warrant and the evidence that the examining justices think that the party 
charged been deceived or misled, the justices, at the request of the party 
charged, may adjourn the hearing to some futura day, and in the meantime 
lemand the party charged or admit him to boil (Indictable Offences Act, 1848 
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If thd prosecutor has counsel or solicitor to represent him, the 
counsel or solicitor may, if the examining justices think fit, make 
an opening speech giving the outlines of the case. 

After the close of the opening speech, or, if there is no counsel or 
solicitor present for the prosecution, immediately after the reading 
of the charge, the evidence is adduct (m). 


(11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), S8. 8, 9, 10; and see p. 319, pmt). An objection by the 
defendant to the jurisdiction of the justices must, however, be taken before the 
hearing of the evidence begins, as otherwise the defendant may be considered 
to have waived the objection {R, v. Hughes f 1879), 4 Q. B. D. 614, 0. 0. B.). 

(m) The attendance of witnesses who will not voluntarily appear is secured 
by a summons issued by a justice on it being proved on oath or affirmation 
that any person within the jurisdiction of such justice is likely to give material 
evidence for the prosecution and will not voluntarily appear. The summons is 
to be under the nand and seal of the justice, and requires the person whoso 
attendance as a witness is desired to appear at a time and place mentioned in 
the summons before such justice or suen other justice or justices for the same 
county, place etc., who shall bo there, to testify what he knows concerning the 
the char^. If the witness disobeys the summons and no just excu^ is offered 
for the disobedience, then, on it being proved upon oath or affirmation that the 
summons was served on such person, either personally or by leaving it for him 
with some person at his last or usual place of abode, the justice or justices 
before whom the person summoned should have appeared may issue a warrant 
under his or their hands and seals to bring the person summoned at a time and 
place mentioned in the warrant before the justice or justices issuing the 
warrant, or such other justice or justices of the same county etc., as shall then 
be there to testify concerning the matter. Such a warrant may be issued in 
the first instance on proof that it is probable that the person will not attend 
without being compelled ; and it may be backed in the same way as a waivant 
of arrest (see p. £08, an^e), so that it may be executed out of the juiisdiction of 
the justice who issued it ; if on the appearance of the person who is summoned 
or brought up on a warrant he refuses to take or be examined on oath or 
affirmation, or to answer questions put to him without offering any just excuse 
for such refusal, any justice of the peace then present and having jurisdiction 
there may by warrant under his hand and seal commit such person to prison 
for a term not exceeding seven days, unless he in the meantime consents to be 
examined and to answer (Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), 
8. 16). As to the form of summons in such a case, see schedule to the Indict- 
able Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), Form L (1) ; as to warrant to 
bring up the witness, see ibid*. Form L (2), (3) ; as to warrant of commitment 
of a witness, see Form L (4). S. 16 of the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 
(11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), only authorises the issue of a summons to secure the 
attendance of a person as a witness, when such person is within the jurisdiction 
of the justice ; a court of summary jurisdiction, however, may, by the Summary 
Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), s. 36, issue such a summons, when 
the person is outside the jurisdiction of the court; such a summons maybe 
indorsed by a court of summary jurisdiction for the place where the person is 
or is believed to be, and if the person is served with a summons so indorsed 
and is paid or tendered a reasonable amount for his expenses, he must obey 
the summons, and on default is liable to be apprehended. It has been 
contended that by virtue of s. 13 (11) of the Interpretation Act, 1889 (62 & 53 
Viet. c. 63), B, 36 of the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), 
now ^plies to the examination ox a person charged with an indictable offence 

J see Douglas, Summary Jurisdiction Procedure, 9th ed., p. 192). S. 16 of the 
ndiotable Offences Ac^ 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), makes no provision for the 
case of a witness who attends voluntarily refusing to give evidence, but sevnhle 
the justice or jiistices present have power to commit in such a case 
(see Bennet v. WaUon (1814), 3 M. <& S. 1, and Evans v. Rees (1840), 12 
Ad. & £1. 66). A justice has no power to order a witness to bring or 
produce ^ documents ; the only way of securing the production of documents 
by a witness is to serve him with a Crown Office subpoena duces iecunu 
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The statements of the witnesses must be made on oath or 
affirmation (n) in the presence of the examining justice or justices 
and of the accused person. The accused person, or his counsel or 
solicitor, has the right to cross-examine any witness (o), and the 
prosecutor, or his counsel or solicitor, can re-examine. 

The statements of each witness must be put into writing in the 
presence of the examining justices and of the accused (p) ; the state- 
ments are then known as depositions. The deposition of each 
witness must be read over to him, and must be signed by him, 
and the whole of the depositions must be signed by the examining 
justices (q). 
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As to procuri^ the attendance of witnesses for the defence, see p. 318, 
note (b)f post, file attendance of a witness who is in custody may be secured 
by a warrant issued by a judge of the King’s Bench Division under the Criminal 
Procedure Act, 1853 (10 & 17 Viet. c. 30), s. 9, or by an order in writing under 
the hand of a Secretary of State under the Prison Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet, 
c. 41), 8. 11. 

(72) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 17. See Oaths 
Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 46). As to statements by children, see p. 328, 
post. In the case of a charge of an offence under the Offences against 
the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), ss. 27, 55, or 56, or any offence 
against a child under the age of sixteen years under ibid,, ss. 5, 42, 43, 52, 
or 62, or of an offence under the Criminal Law i^endment Act, 1885 (48 
& 49 Viet. 0. 69), or an offence under the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, 0. 15), or Part II. of the CJhildren Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 67^, or under the Dangerous Performances Acts, 1879 and 1897 (42 & 
43 Vict. 0, 34 ; 60 & 61 Viet. c. 62), or any other offence involving bodily 
injury to a child under the age of sixteen years, if a child of tender years who 
is tendered as a witness does not in the opinion of the justices understand the 
nature of an oath, the evidence of such child m^ be received without oath, 
if such (diild has in the opinion of the justices sumcient intelli^nce to justify 
the reception of the evidence and understands the duty of speaking the tinth, 
but such evidence requires corroboration. The evidence of such ^ild is to be 
deemed to be a deposition within the meaning of the Indictable Offences Act, 
1848 (11 & 12 Vict. a 42), s. 17 (see Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1904 
(4 Edw. 7, c. 15), 6. 16 ; Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 30). 

(0) See R. V. 2 'restridge (ISSl), 72 L. T. Jo. 93 

(p) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. 0. 42), 0. 17. It is not 
enough, if the depositions are written down in the absence ot the justice and 
read over and signed afterwards in his presence (R, v. Watte (1863), 33 L. J. 
(m. 0.) 63, 0. 0. K. ; R. V. Christopher (1850), 1 Den. 536 ; Caudle v. Seymour 
(1811), IQ. B. 889, and Anon., cor. Hawkins, J., at Winchester Assizes, April, 
1885, Stone’s Justices’ Manual, 41st ed., 10, n. (q) ; but see R, v. Bates (1869), 
2 F. & F. 317). S. 17 of the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 HI & 12 Vict. c. 42), 
provides that the statements are to be put in writing by the justice or justices 
who take the examination, but this duty is generally aeput^ to the clerk to 
the justices (see R. v. Watts, supra, per Martin, B., at p. m) ; see also Ex parte 
BoUorrdey, [1909] 2 K. B. 14. As to justices’ clerks, see Justices Clerks Act, 
1877 (40 & 41 Vict. c. 43), and title Magistrates. 

(5) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. c. 42), s. 17, and Schedule, 
Form M. It is sufQcient if a justice signs at the conclusion of all the deposi- 
tions ; he need not sign each witness’s deposition separately (R. v. Parker 
(1870), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 478, 0. 0. R, approving and followi^ R. v. Lee (1864), 
4 F. & F. 63, and dissenting from R. v. Richards (1866), 4 F. A F. 860, which 
was decided under a misapprehension (see R. v. Parker, supra, at p. 48 y. 
The dicta of Lord Denman, C.J., in R. v. London Corporation 5 Q. B, 

555, at p. 564, and of Alderson, B., in R. v. Johnson (1847), 2 Car. A Bor. 354, 
at p. 355, are on a different sta^te, are inconsistent with R. v. Parker, suj^a, 
and cannot be regarded as authorities. It is sufficient if all the depositions 
have one caption or title ; it is not necessary that each deposition should 
have a separate caption {R. v. Johnson, supra). It does not appear that any 
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628 . After all the witnesfies for the prosecution have been 
examined, the examining justices may, if they consider that the 
evidence for the prosecution is not sufficient to justify commitment, 
discharge the accused at once. If they thmk the evidence is 
sufficient, they must, without requiring the attendance of the 
witnesses, read or cause to be read to the accused the depositions 
taken against him and ask him if he wishes to say anything in 
answer to the charge. The accused must be cautioned, first, that 
he is not obliged to say anything, and, secondly, that he has nothing 
to hope from any promise of favour anS nothing to fear from any 
threat which may have been held out to him to induce him to make 
any admission or confession of guilt, but that whatever he may 
then say will be taken down in writing and may be given in 
evidence against him on his trial (r). 

The accused may then, if he wishes, make a statement not on 
oath. Such statement, if any, must be taken down in writing, 
signed by the examining justices, and kept with and transmitted in 
the same manner as the depositions of the witnesses (r). 

If the accused is afterwards committed for trial, his statement 
may, if necessary, be given in evidence against him without 
further proof, unless it is proved that the justice or justices 
purporting to sign the statement did not in fact sign it (r). 


caption is imperatively required; at any rate, it is sufficient if the caption 
contains the names of the witnesses and the ohar^ (i2. v. Langhridge (1849), 2 
Car. & Kir. 976, 977, Ex. Oh.). In cases of depositions taken out of court under 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 35), s. 6, a particular 
form of caption is prescribed (see B, v. l^estridge (1881), 72 L. T. Jo. 93). 
Everything that is material should be inserted in the depositions ; e.g.^ if the 
accu^ during the examination of a witness makes any statement or observa- 
tion which is material, such statement or observation should be taken down 
(B, V. Weller (1846), 2 Oar. & Kir. 223, per Platt, B., at p. 224). It would seem 
»that, if anytning that was said is omitted from the depositions, and the 
depositions are regularly taken and it becomes material to inquire at the 
trial whether the thing in question was or was not said, evidence is not 
admissible to contradict the deposition (B, v. Weller, supra ; B. v. Christopher 
(1850), 1 Den. 536 ; but see B, v. Jfoorc (1869), 20 L. T. 987, where Lush, J., 
after consulting Keating, J., admitted such evidence). If the depositions 
are irregularly taken, questions may be asked to contradict such depositions 
(i2. V. Christopher, supra). If the depositions are regularly taken, there is a 
presumption of law that the accused had full opportunity of cross-examining 
the witnesses whose evidence is taken down ; but where the issue was whether 
a person was sane enough to be tried, Brett, J., allowed counsel for the 
prisoner to ask the witness who proved the deposition of a docoasod person 
whether the accused was, when ike evidence was taken, in such a state of mind 
as to be able to understand what was going on (E. v. Peacock (1870), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 
21). As to depositions taken in a language wmch it is alleged the accused does 
not understand, see B, v. Jones (1886), 49 J. P. 728. It was said before the 
passing of the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet, c. 42), that if a 
person of weak intellect is examined as a witness before a justice, and questions 
are put by a justice and answered by the ^rson called as to his competency to 
take an oath, such questions and answers ^ould be put down on the depositions 
{R. V. Painter (1846^ 2 Oar. & Kir. 319), but the dictum has no application, it 
seems, to the law as it is now (see Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet, 
c. 42), s. 17). On the death or illness of a witness, his deposition, if re^arly 
taken, but not otherwise, may be used as evidence at the trial (see Indictable 
Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. o. 42), s. 17). 

(r) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 18. As to trans* 
mission gI the depositions and of the statement of the accused when he is 
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629. After the accosed person has been asked whether he has 
anything to say in answer to the charge, imd, if he says anything, 
af^ what he says has been taken down in writing and signed by 
the^ examining justices, the justices must ask the accused if he 
desires to call any witnesses. 

The accused person may now himself give evidence, if he wishes, 
or the wife or husband of the accused may give evidence for him or 
her on the application of the accused, and may be cross-examined 
and re-examined («). 

If the accused person is the only witness as to the facts called 
for the defence, he must give evidence immediately after the close 
of the evidence for the prosecution (0. 

If the accused intends to call witnesses besides himself, his 
counsel or solicitor, if he has one, may with the permission of the 
justices address them and open the defence, or may reserve his 
speech till after the close of the evidence for the defence (a). 

The witnesses for the defence, where there are any besides the 
accused, are called after the opening speech, if any, of the counsel 
or solicitor for the defence, and may be cross-examined and re- 
examined (6). Their statements are to be taken on oath or 

committed for trial, see p. 321,7)osf. The statement of the accused is admissible in 
evidence affaiiist him subsequently, if the first caution has been given (“ You are 
not obliged to say anything ** etc.) ; it is not necessary to prove that the second 
caution (“You have nothing to hope from any promise of favour” etc.) was ^ven 
(B. V. Sansome (1850), 3 Oar. & Kir. 332, 0. 0. B.). Where an accused is cautioned 
and makes a statement and a remand follows, and after the remand his solicitor 
asks some questions of the witnesses and the accused is again cautioned and 
declines to make a statement, the first statement can be road in evidence at the 
trial {R, v. Bond (1650) f 3 Car. & Kir. 337, n.). The caution is only needed at the 
close of the examination of the witnesses for the prosecution ; a voluntary state- 
ment made by an accused person in the course of the examination and before all 
the witnesses have been examined is admissible in evidence against him at the 
trial, although no caution has been previously given (B, v. Stripp (1850), 
Dears. 0. 0. 648). The caution is only applicable to accused persons, and 
has no application to witnesses (B. v. Oooie (^1873), L. E. 4 P. 0. 59^. If a 
prisoner before the justices gives evidence on his own behalf under the Criminal 
Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 36), before the caution is given, the 
evidence which he gives is admissible against him on his trial (B. v. Bird (1898), 
19 Cox, 0. 0. 180). As to admissions and confessions made out of court by a 
defendant, see p. 394, posi. 

(s) Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Vioi o. 36), s. 1. As to the limits 
of cross-examination in such a case, see ibid,, and p. 404, post. 

(t) Ibid,, 8. 2. I.C., it seems, after the accused has been asked if he has any- 
thing to say in answer to the charge (see Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1867 
(30 & 31 Viet. c. 35), s. 3). In B. v. Bird (1898), 19 Cox, C. C. 180, the caution 
was given after the accused had given evidence ; gucere whether the caution 
should not be given before the accused gives evidence. An accused person may 
now make a statement, not on oath, in answer to the caution, and he may also 
make a statement on oath either in addition to or instead of the statement not 
on oath, or he may decline either to make a statement or to give evidence on oath 
(see Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 36), s. 1 (h), which provides 
that nothing in that Act is to affect the provisions of s. 18 of the Indictable 
Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet, a 42), or any right of the person charged to 
make a statement without being sworn). 

(a) Only one speech on the facts on each side is generally allowed (compare 
Dymodc y. Watkins (1883), 10 Q. B. D.451^ 0. A.}. But there is no express 
provision on this point in the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), 
as there is in the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet c. 43), s. 14. 

(6} Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Yiht o. 35), s. 3. Undar 
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affirmation, if they know anything relating to the facts and 
circumstances of the case or anything tending to prove the 
innocence of the accused, and are to be put in writing and signed 
by the witnesses and by the examining justices, and, if the accused 
is committed for trial, are to be transmitted in due course of law 
with the depositions for the prosecution (c). 

630. The examining justices have jurisdiction to decide all 
questions relating to the admission or rejection of evidence that is 
tendered before them. If they exercise this jurisdiction and admit 
or reject evidence, the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of 
Justice will not interfere to direct the justices as to the course they 
should pursue; if, however, they have jurisdiction to hear evidence 
and decline jurisdiction, the King’s Bench Division may grant a 
mandamus to them to hear and determine the question whether the 
evidence should be admitted (<7). 

the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), there was no provision 
for securing the attendance or taking the depositions of witnesses for the defence 
(see ibid.f s. 16); but see opinion of Cockburn, A.-G., Douglas, Summary 
Jurisdiction Procedure, 9th ed., p. 346. The provisions of s. 16 of the Indictable 
Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), relating to the summoning and enforcing 
the attendance and committal of witnesses for the prosecution were applied to 
witnesses for the defence by the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 
Viet. 0 . 3o), s. 4. As to the depositions of witnesses for the defence, see tbid,, 
s. 3. As to expenses of witnesses for the defence, see Costs in Ciiminal Cases Act, 
1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 15), ss. 1, 3. Before the passing of the Newspaper Libel and 
Kegistration Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 60), it was held that in taking an examina- 
tion on a charge of maliciously publishing a defamatory libel under the Libel 
Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet, o, 96), a justice had no jurisdiction to receive evidence of 
the truth of the libel (ff. v. Carden (1879), 6 Q. B. D. 1). This remains the law 
as regards any charge of libel, except a cnarge against a proprietor, publisher or 
editor, or any person responsible for the puolication of a newspaper for a libel 
published therein. When the charge is against such a person, and is in respect 
of a libel published in a newspaper, the justice or justices mi^ since the passing 
of the Newspaper Libel and Re^stmtion Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Yict, o. 60), receive 
evidence as to the publication being for the public benefit, and as to the matter 
charged in the libel being true, and as to the report being fair and accuiate and 
published without malice, and as to any other matter wnich under that or any 
other Act or otherwise might be given in evidence i>y way of defence by the 
person charged on his trial on indictment (ibid,, s. 4). As to definition of 
newspaper, see ibid., s. 1. See also title Libel and Slander. 

(c) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 36), s. 3; and see 
i?. V. Carden (1879), 6 Q. B. D. 1. If the accused has witnesses as to the facts, 
they oi^ht to be called before the examining justices ; evidence for the defence 
which is heard for the first time at the trial is, in the absence of explanation, 
open to grave suspicion (i?. v. Humphries (1903), 67 J. P. 396 ; and Anon. (1870), 
48 L. T. Jo. 367, per Hannen, J. ; It. v. McNair (1909), 26 T. L. B. 228, 0. C. A.). 
Magistrates ou^t not to discourage the accused from caUing his witnesses 
(R. V. Hendry (1^9), 26 T. L. R. 635, C. C. A.). A defendant cannot get leg^ 
aid under the Poor Prisoners Defence Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 38), unless it 
appears that, having rega^ to the nature of the defence set up by him as 
disclosed in tdie evidence given or statement made by him before the oonunitting 
justiceB (iUd., s. 1 (1) ), it is desirable that he should have legal aid. 

(d) R. V. Carden (1879), 6 Q. B. D. 1, ynyr Oockbtjen, O.J., at p. 5. The 
decision of the justices on questions of evidence in no way binds the court 
which afterwards tries the accused, if he is committed for trial. The court may 
admit evidence which the justices have rejected and reject evidence which they 
have admitted. If inadxnisidble evidence has been admitted by the justices 
and appears on the deposition of any witness, and such deposition u read 
in evidence at the trial, the part of the deposition which contains the 
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Sub-Sect. 2.—Iiimand, Skot. 2, 

631. If from the absence of witnesses or from any other reason- 

able cause it is necessary or advisable to defer the examination or before 
further examination of the witnesses, the examining justices may JuBtlces. 
by warrant remand the accused in custody from time to time for — 

such time, not exceeding eight days, as the justices may in their 
discretion think reasonable (e). 

If the remand is for a time not exceeding three clear days, the 
accused may be remanded by a verbal order of the examining 
justices to the custody of a constable or other person in whose 
custody tlie accused may then be ; such order directs such constable 
or any other constable or person named to keep the accused in his 
custody and to bring him before the same or such other justice or 
justices as shall be there acting at the time appointed for continuing 
the examination (e). 

If the remand is for a time exceeding three clear days, the 
examining justices are to make out a warrant remanding the 
accused to some prison or place of security in the county etc. for 
which the justices act; the examining justices may order the 
accused to be brought before him or them, or before any other 
justice or justices for the same county etc., at any time before the 
expiration of the time for which the accused is remanded (g). 

632. Instead of detaining the accused in custody during remand. Bail during 
any one justice before whom the accused appears may discharge him 

upon his entering into a recognisance with or without sureties, at 
the discretion of the justice, conditioned for his appearance at the 
time or place appointed for the continuance of the examination. If 
the accused does not appear at the time and place mentioned in the 
recognisance, the justice who discharged him on bail, or any other 
justice then and there present, may certify on the back of the 
recognisance the non-appearance of the accused, and may transmit 
the recognisance to the clerk of the peace of the county etc. 
within which the recognisance is taken in order that it may be 
enforced; and the certificate of such justice is to be deemed 
sufficient primd facie evidence of the non-appearance of the 
accused (e). 

inadmissible evidence may be rejected ; but if justices reject evidence which 
ought to be admitted, and refuse to commit on this ground, there is no way of 
questioning their decision except by the prosecutor applying for a fresh 
summons for the same offence or applying to be bound over to prosecute under 
the Vexatious Indictments Act, 1S59 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 17), if that Act 
applies, and, if it does not, by preferring an indictment before a gfrand jury. 

(e) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet, o, 42), s. 21, Schedule, 

Form Q 1 (warrant remanding accus^) ; Q 2 (recognisance) ; Q 3 (notice of 
recognisance to the accused and his suretieB) ; Q 4 (certificate of non-appear- 
ance). Ab to persons whom it is intended to send te a reformatory school, see 
C^^n Act, 1908 (8 £dw. 7, c. 67), s. 63. It is doubtful whether the limit of 
eight days for a remand applies, when an accused person is on boil ; it has been 
suggested that in such a case an adjournment may take place for a longer 
period than eight days (see Douglas, Summary Jurisdiction rrooedure, 9th ed., 
p. 357). A justice cannot adjourn the hearing of a summons for libel on the 
ground that civil proceedings between different parties for a different libel 
arising oat of the same matter are pending (if. y. Javans (le90), 62 L. T. 570)| 
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Sxjb-Seot. 3. — Cam/miment for Trial or Disoharge of Acetmd* 

633. When all the evidence has been heard, the examining 
justices then present who have heard all the evidence must 
decide whether the accused is or is not to be committed for 
trial (/). If the justices are of opinion that tk primd facie case 
has not been made out against the accused by evidence entitled to 
a reasonable degree of credit, they must forthwith order him to be 
discharged as to the information then under inquirjr. If they are 
of opinion that the evidence is sufficient, or if the evidence raises a 
strong or probable presumption of his guilt, they must commit him 
to prison to take his trial or must admit him to bail (g). 

634. In the case of an offence to which the Vexatious Indictments 
Act, 1869 (h), applies, if the examining justices refuse to commit or 
admit to bail and the prosecutor desires to prefer an indictment for 
the offence, the examining justices must take the recognisances of 
the prosecutor to prosecute the charge, and must transmit the 
recognisance, information, and depositions (if any) to the court in 


and see title Libel and Slander. It is also doubtful whether in case of the 
refusal of justices to bail on remand in the case of a misdemeanour an 
application can be made to the King’s Bench Division for bail. It has been 
decided that the right which a person charged with a misdemeanour has to be 
bailed by the King’s Bench Division does not arise till after committal (see 
Ex parte Mullins (1884), Douglas, Summary Jurisdiction Procedure, 9th ed., 
p, 365 ; and see v. Bennett (1870), 49 L. T. Jo. 387 ; R. v. Atkins (1870), 49 
li, T. Jo. 421). But see i?. v. Manning (1888), 6 T. L. E. 139, where on the 
refusal of a justice to grant bail on remand an application for bail was made 
to the High Court and the case was remitted to tne justice with a direction to 
admit to bail. In R, v. 8p?765?try, ri898]2 Q. B. 615, at p. 622, it was said that 
it is not the usual practice for the ]E^g’s Bench Division admit to bail during 
remand. 

(/) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 25. As to the 
meaning of the expression “ committed for trial ” in every Act passed after 
the let January, 1890, see Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet c. 63), s. 27. 
If the examination has been begun before one justice sitting alone and he dies 
or is otherwise incapacitated before all the evidence is heard, another justice 
must hear the evidence airesh. As to the procedure in such a case, see Ex jparte 
BoUomley (1909), 25 T. L. E. 371. 

(g) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. o. 42), s. 25, Schedule, 
Form T (1); see Cox v. Coleridge (1822), 1 B. & 0. 371, per Bayley, J., at p. 50. 
The examining j ustices must, in considering whether the accused should or should 
not be committed for trial, take into account any evidence that is given for the 
defence. There may be cases where the evidence for the prosecution is sufficient 
to justify a commitment, c.a., where it rai^ a presumption of guilt, as is the 
case where on a charge of larceny possession of stolen goods soon after a theft 
is proved against the accused. In such a case the presumption of guilt may be 
rebutted by the evidence for the defence, e.^r,, if an accused person found in 
possession of goods recently stolen givea a satisfactory account of his coming 
into possession of them ; and altbou^ the justices have not to try the case, yet, 
if the evidence for the defence is su^ in their opinion that there is a strong or 
probable presumption that the jury would acquit the accused, if he were com- 
mitted, they shomd dismiss the clmrge (E. v. Garden (1879), 5 Q. B. D. 1, per 
OooKBiTRN, O.J., at p. 6 ; see os to lil^l, Newspaper LiM and Eegistratiou 
Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yict. c. 60), s. 4 ; and as to offences under the Debtors Act, 
1869 (32 & 33 Viet. o. 62), s. 18 of that Act). As to the duty of the justices 
either to commit or to dismiss, and as to their convicting summarily for a minor 
offence, see Re Thompson (1860), 30 L* J. (m. 0.) Id. 

(A) 22 &23 Yict o. 17 ; see p. 331, j ' 
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which the indictment ought to be preferred^ in the same manner 
as he would have done if he had committed ike accused (i). 

635. The examining justices before whom any witness has been 
examined on a charge in respect of which the accused may be 
committed for trial may bind every such witness by recognisance to 
appear at the court at which the accused is to be tried to give 
evidence at such court; they may also bind the prosecutor by 
recognisance to appear at such court and to prosecute^ or, if he 
is a witness, to prosecute and give evidence (A). 

636. The recognisances of the witnesses, together with the 
written information (if any), the depositions, the statement of the 
accused, and the recognisances of bail (if any) are to be delivered, or 
caused to be delivered, by the examining justices to the proper 
officer of the court in which the trial is to be had, before or at its 
opening, on the first day of the sitting of the court or at such 
other time as the judge, recorder, or justice who is to preside in 
the court at the trial may appoint (Q. 

(t) Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet. o. 17), s. 2 ; see pp. 332, 
333, post 

(^) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 20; as to form of 
recognisance see ihid,^ Schedule, Form 0(1). The recognisance is in writing, but is 
orally acknowledged by the person who enters into it ; it must be taken before 
and signed by a justice or justices. The person who enters into a recognisance 
acknowledges that he owes a specified sum to the King, to be levied on such per- 
son's goods and chattels, if he fails in the condition specified. The condition 
recites the charge on which the accused has been committed, and is to the effect, 
in the case of a recognisance by a prosecutor, that if he appears at the court at 
which the accused is to be tried, and there prefers, or causes to be preferred, and 
prosecutes duly a bill of indictment for the offence charged, the recognisance is 
to be void, but otherwise it is to stand in force. If the prosecutor is also to give 
evidence, the recognisance binds him also to give evidence to the grand jury and 
the petty jury, witnesses are boimd to give evidence in the same way. The 
recognisance must specify the profession, trade etc. of the person bound over, his 
Christian name and surname, the parish etc. where he resides, and, if he resides 
in a city, town or borough, the name of the street and the number (if any) of the 
house where he resides, and whether he is owner or tenant of or a lodger in such 
house (ibid. , s. 20, and Schedule, Form 0(1)). Notice of the recognisance signed 
by the j ustice or j ustices is at the same time to be given to the person bound (ibid , , 
Schedule, Form 0 (2)). The usual practice in taking recognisances is for the 
person who is to be bound to enter orally into the recognisance before the officer of 
the court who takes a minute of it ; the recognisance need not be formally drawn 
up till afterwards (Ex parte Jeffreys (1888), 52 J, P. 280). The prosecutor is 
the person who appears before the justices to support the charge ; if such person 
is willing to be bound over, it is irregular to bind over anyone elso to prosecute, 
and the person who appeared os prosecutor before the justices is entitled to the 
conduct of the subsequent proceedings (R, v. Bushdl (1888), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 367). 
The person who is properly bound over to prosecute has the conduct of the 
subsequent proceeding, and, if he is willing to carry them on, no one else, 
except, perhaps, director of Public Prosecutions, can intervene to take the 
conduct out of his hands (see B, v. YaUs (1857), 7 Cox, 0. 0. 861 ; B, v. Ottewill, 
Times, 24th November, 1891, p. 6 ; B. v. Taylor, Times, 2nd November, 1890, 
P* 7). 

(1) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 20. The recog- 
nisances, depositions etc. should be delivered as soon* as practicable after the 
accused has been committed for trial, or at such time as to enable the judge etc. 
to read and master the contents of the depositions, before he dhmrges the 
. jury (see two letters from the Home Office to J ustices’ Olerks of 29th 
r, 1886, andl2Ui May, 1891). If the Dizectoroi Public Prosecutions 
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637. When the examining justices have decided to commit an 
accused person for trial or to aamit him to bail to take his trial, the 
accused, at any time after the examination has been completed 
and before the first day of the assizes or sessions or other first 
sitting of the court at which the accused is to be tried, is entitled to 
have copies of the depositions on which he has been committed 
or bailed from the officer or person having custody of the same 
on payment of a reasonable sum, not exceeding three-halfpence for 
each folio of ninety words (m). 

638. A witness who refuses to enter into or acknowledge a 
recognisance to give evidence may by warrant be committed to 
the common gaol or house of correction for the county etc. in 
which the accused is to be tried, there to be imprisoned until 
after the trial, unless in the meantime such witness duly enters 
into such recognisance before a justice of the county etc. in which 
the gaol or house of correction is situate (w). 

639. If the examining justices decide to commit an accused 
person to prison, they must specify by their warrant of commitment 
the prison to which he is to be committed (o). The prison may be 


has instituted or is carrying on the proceedings, the recognisances, depositions 
etc. should be delivered to mm (Prosecution of Offences Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. 
0. 22), s. 6). 

(w) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet, c.42), s. 27. As to the allow- 
ance of costs of the depositions under the Poor Prisoners Defence Act, 1903 
(3 Edw. 7, c. 38)j see Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 16), 
8 . 1 (3). There is no right to have copies, unless the accused has been 
committed or bailed. A person who has been remanded, or a person the 
charge against whom has been dismissed, has no right to copies (It. v. London 
(Lord Mayor) (1844), 6 Q. B. 655). The officer or person having the custody of the 
depositions is the magistrates’ clerk, if the depositions have not been trans- 
mitted, and the clerk of the court at which the prisoner is to be tried, when the 
depositions have been transmitted (Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet, 
c. 42), 8. 20). 

(») Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 20, and Schedule, 
Eoim P(l). A person imprisoned under this section is to be treated as an 
offender in the second division, unless the justice or justices otherwise order 
(Prison Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 41), s. 6 (4) ). There seems no provision for 
imprisoning a prosecutor who refuses to enter into a recognisance to prosecute. 
The practice is for the witnesses to be bound over after the examining justices 
have decided to commit the accused for trial or to admit him to bail ; but s. 20 of 
the !^ffictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), seems to contemplate the 
possibility of the witnesses being bound over before such decision, as the last 
part provides that, if a witness has been imprisoned for refusing to enter into a 
recognisance and the examining justices do not commit the accused or admit 
him to bail, such justices, or any other justice or justices of the same county etc., 
may order the keeper of the gaol or house of correction where the witness is in 
custody to discharge him, and such keeper is thereupon forthwith to discharge 
him (line?.. Schedule, Form P (2) ). 

(o) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 25, Schedule, 
Form T (1 ). The warrant, which must specify the date when and the place at 
which it was issued, is under the hand and seal of a justice, and is directed to the 
constable of some particular district and to the keeper of the prison to which the 
accused is commitCed. It recites the offence with which the accused has been 
charged, and cominands the consteble to take the accused and convey him safely 
to the specified prison together with the warrant, and commands the keeper of the 
prison to receive the accused into his custody and there safely to keep him until 
he is delivered thence by due course of law. See, too. Prison Act, 1877 
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either one near to the place where the accused is to be tried (p), or 
some convenient prison in the county where the accused is to be 
tried or in any adjoining county, if such prison is appointed by the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department under any general 
or special rule for the confinement of prisoners before or during 
trial (q). 


Sub-Sect. i--Baih 

640 . Instead of committing the accused to prison the examining 
justices may in all cases except treason admit him to bail to appear 
at the court at which his trial is to take place (?•)• 

In cases of treason no person can be admitted to bail, except by 
order of one of the Secretaries of State or by the King’s Bench 
Division of the High Court of Justice or a judge thereof in 
vacation (s). All other crimes are, as regards bail, divided into 
two classes by statute (s). One class consists of felonies and 
certain specified misdemeanours; the other embraces all other 
misdemeanours (s). 

With respect to the first class, the justices have a discretion 
whether they shall admit to bail or not, but it is not usual to 
grant bail in cases of murder. 

As to the second class, it seems that the justices have discretion 


(40 & 41 Vici c. 21), s. 28, and the County Police Act, 1840 (8 & 4 Viet. c. 88), 
8 . 33. 

( p) Prisons Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 38), 8. 3. See title Pkisons. 

(o) Prison Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet c. 21), ss. 24, 27, 28, For the rules made 
unaer this Act, see Statute^ Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. X., Prison 
(England), 68. As to commitment for trial at the Central Criminal Court, see 
Cen&al Criminal Court (Prisons) Act, 1881 (44 ft 46 Viet. o. 64). As to 
commitment of prisoners in counties of cities pi towns corporate within which 
there is no commission of oyer and terminer and gaol deliverr directed to be 
executed, see Criminal Justice Administration Act, 1851 (14 & 16 Viet. c. 55), 
B, 19. A!s to the expenses of constables in conveying prisoners, see Indictable 
Offences Act, 1848 (11 ft 12 Viet. c. 42), ss. 22, 26, and Schedule, Forms R (2) 
and T (2). 

(r) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 ft 12 Viet. o. 42), s. 23. If the justices 
decide to grant bail, they are to take the recognisances of the accused and of his 
sureties (iwd.. Schedule, Form S (1), (2)); the condition of such recognisance is 
that the accui^ will app^ at the time and place of trial, and that he will then 
surrender and take his trial and not depart the court without leave. Sureties 
may be dispensed with, if in the opinion of the justices this can be done without 
tending to defeat the ends of justice (Bail Act, 1898 (61 Viet. c. 7), s. 1^. The 
effect of granting bail is not to set tne accus^ free, but to release him from 
the custody of the law and to intrust him to the custody of his sureties, who 
are bound to produce him to answer on his trial at a ^ecified time and 
place (2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 15, s. 3, 138). The sureties may seize their principal 
at any time (Anon, (1704), 6 Mod. Rep. 231 ; Ex parte Lyne (1822), 3 Stark, 132 ; 
Foxhall V. Barnett (1853), 23 li. J. (Q. n.) 7), and may discharge ihemselv.es 
by handing him over to the custody of the law, and the accused will then be 
imprisoned, unless he obtains fresh bail. The sureties should be of ability 
sumoient to answer the sum in which they are bound (2 Hawk. P. C., c. 15, s. 4, 
139). A contract by the accused or someone else to indemnify a sur^y against 
liability under his recognisance is illegal (Herman v. Jeuchner (1885), 15 Q. B. 
D. 561, 0. A. ; Consolidated Exploration and Finance Co. v. Musgrave^ [1900] 
1 Oh. 37). As to bail during remand, see p. 319, an^. 

(«) In^ctable Offenoes Act, 1848 (11 ft 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 23. 
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to grant or refuse bail except in respect of offences relating to 
tile non-repair or obstruction of a highway, pnblio bridge, or 
navigable river (t). In the case of such offences, which, however, 
are nsnally commenced by indictment and do not ordinarily come 
before justices on a preliminary examination, bail cannot be refused 
by justices (o). 

641. The examining justices fix the amount of bail, the number 
of sureties, and decide whether the sureties are or are not 
sufficient (b). 

In exercising their discretion with regard to bail the justices 
have to consider the nature of the offence, the strength of the 
evidence, the character or behaviour of the accused, and the 


(t) Ibid, The misdemeanourf in the first class are: — Assault with attempt 
to commit a felony ; attempt to commit a felony, if the attempt is a mis* 
demeanour (see p. 259, arUe); obtaining or attempting to obtain property 
by false pretences ; receiving stolen property, when the theft is a mis- 
demeanour, or receiving property obtainea by false pretences (see Larceny 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 95) ; perjury; subornation of perjury; 
concealing the birth of a child ; wilful or mdecent exposure of the person ; 
riot ; assault upon a peace officer in the execution of his duty, or upon any 
person acting in his aid ; neglect or breach of duty as a peace officer ; and 
any misdemeanour for the prosecution of which the costs may be allowed out 
of the county rate (Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. c. 42), s. 23). 
It is not clear what is the meaning of the words “ any misdemeanour for the 
prosecution of which the costs may be allowed out of the county rate ” ; those 
words may mean the misdemeanours for the prosecution of which the costs 
at the time of the passing of the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 
Viet c. 42), might have been allowed out of the county rate, or they may mean 
misdemeanours for the prosecution of which the costs may under any statute 
subsequently passed be so allowed. At the time of the passing of the Indict- 
able Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), the only misdemeanours for the 

S rosecution of which costs were allowed out of the county rate were the mis- 
emeanours specified in s. 23 of the Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, o. 64) ; 
these are the same os those specified in the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 
12 Vict. c. 42), s. 23, with the exception of attempting to obtain property by false 
pretences and concealment of the birth of a chila, which do not appear m s. 23 of 
the Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64). No misdemeanours are specified in 
s. 23 of the Act of 1826 whicn are not specified in s. 23 of the Indictable Offences 
Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. o. 42), and therefore the words “ which may be allowed out 
of the county rate ** are meaningless, if they refer only to misdemeanours the 
costs of the prosecution of which might be so allowed at the time of the passing 
of the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. c. 42), for there were no 
such misdemeanours not specified in & 23 of that Act. It seems, therefore, 
that the words in question relate to misdemeanours the costs of the prosecution 
of which may be allowed imder any subsequent statute. If this is so, the effect 
of subsequent legislation has been to repeal or make almost meaningless that pai t 
of s. 23 of the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. c. 42), which gives a 
right to bail to persons accused of misdemeanours other than those specified in 
the first part of s. 23. By the Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 15), 8. 1, the costs in the prosecution of all offences may now be allowed out 
of the county rate, except offences relating to the non-repair or obstruction of a 
highway, public bridge or navigable river (t6id., s. 9 (3). As it is not usual 
to commence prosecutions for such offences before justices, the effect of the 
Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 15), seems to bo that in all 
indictable oases which ordinarily come before justices they have a discretion as 
to the jpranting of bail. 

(a) ^ Costs in Criminal Ckses Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 15), s. 1. 

(b) a, V. Saunders (1847), 2 Cox, C. C. 249. A justice should not interfere 
to prevent anyone from booming boil for another [ibid.y, 
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BeriousD688 of the punishment which may be awarded if the accused 
is found guilty (c). 

642. It an accused person is not admitted to bail when he is 
committed for trial, he may be admitted to bail at any time after- 
wards before the first day of the sitting or session at which he is to 
be tried, or before the day to which such sitting or session may be 
adjourned (d). 

If justices on or after commitment and before trial refuse to 
grant bail, an application to be admitted to bail may be made to 
the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice or to a 
judge thereof (e). 


SlOT.S. 

Preliminary 
Examina- 
tion before 
Jnstices. 


Bail by King's 

Bench 

Di?ision. 


(c) R. V. Scaife (1841), 9 Dowl. 663 ; R. v. Barronet (1862), Dears. 0. 0. 61 ; R» v. 
Barthdemy (1852), Dears. 0. C. 60 ; Re Rohineon (1854), 23 L. J. (Q. B.) 288 ; R, v. 
Rose (1898), 67 L, J. (q. b.) 289, 0. 0. B., at p. 292. If a justice is satisfied with 
the pecuniary sufficiency of the sureties offered, he cannot reject them because 
of their character or political opinions (B. v. Badger (1843), 4 Q. B. 468). As 
to refusing bail to accomplices, see R, v. Beardmore (1836), 7 C, & P, 497, per 
Patteson, j., at p. 499. It is inexpedient to admit the solicitor for the 
accused as a surety (R, v. Scott Jervis^ Tmts^ 20th November, 18761. 
Excessive bail ought not to be required (Bill of Bights, 1 WilL & Mar. sess. 2, c. 2). 
A justice maybe indicted, if he refuses bail from improper motives {R. v. Badger 
(1843), 4 Q. B. 468, atp. 472), or sued, if he does so maliciously [Linfordv. Fitzroy 
(1849), 13 Q. B. 240, at p. 247). In deciding questions relating to the granting of 
bail justices act judicially, and not ministena^ (Linford v. Fitzroy, supra)* 

(d) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Yict. o. 42), s. 23. Bail may be 
granted after commitment by the committing justices, or if they are of opinion 
&at the accused ought to be admitted to bail, they are to certify on the back of 
the warrant of commitment (see Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet, 
c. 42), Schedule, Form S (3) ) their consent to the granting of bail, and to state 
the amount of bail whicn ought to be required ; on the production of such 
certificate any justice attending or being at the prison where the accused is in 
custody may admit him to bail. If it is inconvenient for the surety or sureties 
to attend at the prison to join with the accused in the recognisance, the com- 
mitting justices may make a duplicate of such certificate (Indictable Offences Act, 
1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), Schelde, Form S (4) ), and, on such certificate being 
produced to any justice for the same county etc., such last-mentioned justice 
may take the recognisance of such surety or sureties in conformity with the 
certificate. On such recognisance being transmitted to the keeper of the prison 
and produced, together with the certificate on the back of the warrant of commit- 
ment, to any justice attending or being at the prison, such last-mentioned justice 
may take the recognisance of the acouim and order him to be discharged out of 
custody. In cases where the accused has a right to be admitted to bail by justices 
(but see p. 324, note(0f and he has been committed to prison, on his 
applying to be bailed to any yisiting justice of the prison or to any other justice 
of ^e same county etc., b^ore the first day of the sitting or session at which he 
is to be tried, or before the day to which such sitting or session may be adjourned, 
such justice must aooordmgly admit him to bail. In all oases wnere an accused 
person in custody has been admitted to bail by a justice other than the com- 
mitting justice, the justice who admits him to bail must forthwith transmit the 
recognisance or recognisances of bail to the oommitting justice or one of them, to 
be transmitt^ with the depositions to the proper officer (Indictable DjOfenoes Act, 
1848 (1 1 & 12 Yiot. a 42), s. 23). If a justice admits to bail any person in prison 
charged with the ofi^oe for which he is admitted to bail, such justice must send or 
cause to be lodged with the keeper of the prison a warrant of aeliverance (Indict- 
able Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. 42), Schedule, Form S (6) ), under his hand 
and seal, requiring the keeper to dischar^ such person, if he be detained for no 
other offence, and upon such warrant being delivered to or lodged with the 
keeper, he is forthwith to obey it (Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Yict. 
o. 42), s. 24). 

(e) ff. v. SpiMury, [1898] 2 Q. B. 616 ; 1 Chitty, Criminal Lew, 1st ed., 98, 
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If an application is made for a writ of habeas corpus to enable the 
prisoner to apply to be admitted to bail in the case of a misdemeanour, 
the King's Bench Division has no discretion, and must grant bail, if 
there are sufficient sureties offered (/). ^ 

In cases of felony or treason the King's Bench Division has a 
discretion {g). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Place of Trial, 

643 . When the examining justices have decided to commit an 
accused person for trial, they have to determine at what court he is 
to be tried. 

The accused person will be tried, according to the nature of the 
offence with which he is charged, either at the next assizes for the 
county or county of a city or town or at the next court of quarter 
sessions for the county or borough or city for which the examining 
justices act, unless the accused has been brought before the 
examining justices in respect of an offence committed in another 
county, in which case he will be tried at the assizes or quarter 
sessions for the place where the offence was committed {U), 

If the offence in respect of which the accused has been committed 
or bailed is one that can only be tried before a court of oyer and 
terminer or general gaol delivery, he will be tried before such a court. 

644 . If the accused is charged with an offence triable at quarter 
sessions (i), he must be tried at the next practicable court of quarter 
sessions, unless the justices for special reasons think fit otherwise 
to direct. He is not to be tried at the assizes, unless the justices or 
the High Court of Justice so direct (/c). 

Every justice by whom a person is committed to prison for trial 
for any offence triable at quarter sessions must, by indorsement on 
the warrant of commitment or other notice in writing, inform the 
governor of the prison whether the persons bound over to prosecute 


per Denman, O.J. ; R. v. Bennett (1870), 49 L. T. Jo. 387 ; R. v, Atkins (1870), 
ibid., 421. In R. v. Butltr (1881), 14 Oox, 0. 0. 630, the Court of Queen’s Bencn 
in Ireland refused to grant bail in the case of a misdemeanour. If the defendant 
is in custody on a charge of felony or misdemeanour, the application in the first 
instance must be made befom a judge in chambers (Crown Office Rules, 1900, 
r. 111). 

(/) Habeas Corpus Act, 1079 (31 Car. 2, c. 2) ; Re Frost (1888), 4 T. L. E. 
767. It anpears from 1 Chitty, Criminal Law, 98, that if the application for 
bail is made to the court under its common law jurisdiction, no one can claim 
bail dejure; but see Linford v. Fitxroy (1849), 13 Q. B. 240, per Denman, C.J., 
at p. 246. As to the wiit of habeas corpus, see title Crown Paaotioe. 

m It is not usual to bail in cases of felony (1 Chitty, Criminal Law, 99). As 
to boil in cases of murder, see Mohun's (Lord) Case (1697), 1 Salk. 104; R. v. 
Barronet (1862), Dears. C. 0, 51 ; R, v. Barthelemy (186^, Dears. C. 0. 60; and 
R, V. Andrews (1844), 2 Dow. & L. 10; and Short and Mellor’s Practice of the 
Crown Office, 2nd ea., p. 282. As to applications to the High Court for bail, 
see Crown Office Rules, 1906, r. Ill ; Short and Mellor’s li^ctioe of the Crown 
Office, 2nd ed., p. 284. An appeal from the refusal of a divisional court to grant 
bail will not lie to the Court of Appeal (/f. v. Foote (1883), 10 Q. B. I). 378), 

(h) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), ss. 1, 11, 22 ; but see 
Assizes and Quarter Sessions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 41), s. 1 (3). As to the 
adjournment of the trial, see p. 35S, post, 

(») See p. 268. ante, 

\k) Assizes Relief Act, 1889 (62 A 63 Viet. c. 12), a. 1. 
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and give evidence at the trial are bound over to attend at a court 
of quarter sessions or at a court of oyer and terminer or general 
gaol delivery (i). 

If a person has been committed to prison charged with an indict- 
able offence, and persons have been bound over to prosecute and 
give evidence at the next court of quarter sessions for any county or 
place, and the prisoner is not tried at that court, the next court of 
oyer and terminer or general gaol delivery having jurisdiction iu 
such county or place must, on his application, unless there are 
special reasons to the contrary, either cause him to be tried at that 
court or discharge him from his imprisonment; and if there are 
such special reasons, they may admit him to bail. If he is not so 
tried or discharged, and if he is not tried before the holding of the 
then next subsequent court of oyer and terminer or gaol delivery 
having jurisdiction in such county or place, that court must try 
him or discharge him from his imprisonment (m). 

Sub-Sect. 6 . — Deposition of JFitness who is Dangerously III, 

645. If it is proved to the satisfaction of any justice that any 
person is dangerously ill and in the opinion of some registered 
medical practitioner is not likely to recover from such illness, and 
is able and willing to give material information relating to any 
indictable offence or relating to any person accused of any such 
offence, and it is not practicable to take the deposition of the 
witness in the ordinary way, the justice may take in writing the 
statement on oath or affirmation of the person who is ill, and is to 
subscribe such statement and add byway of caption a statement of his 
reason for taking it, and of the day and place when and where it was 
taken and of the names of the persons (if any) present at the taking 
of it. Reasonable notice in writing must be served upon the person 
(whether prosecutor or accused) against whom it may subsequently 
be proposed to use the statement, and such person or his counsel 
or solicitor must have, if present, full opportunity of cross-examin- 
ing the person who makes the statement (w). 


(I) Assizes Relief Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Yict. c. 12), s. 2. 

(w) Ibid,, s. 3. The ‘‘special reasons” may be, inter alia, the removal of 
the indictment into another couHor the impossibility of producing the witnesses 
for the prosecution at the court of quarter sessions (ibid^, 

(n) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 35), s. 6. See 7?. 
V. Shurmer (1886), 17 a. B. D. 323, 0. 0. E. ; li, v. Prestridge (1881), 72 L. T. Jo. 
93 ; E. V. Rees, Times, 20th December, 1888, p. 10; R. v. Quigley (1868), 18 L. T, 
211. If a notice in writing is not served on the person against whom 
the evidence is to be used, or if the deposition does not contain a proper caption, 
the deposition cannot be read in evidence under the Act, but it may be admis- 
sible iu evidence as a dying declaration, if it satisfies the conditions of such a 
declaration (E. v. Quigley, supra). The Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1867 
(30 & 31 Vict. c. 35), 8. 7, makes pi;ovision for the conveyance of the accused 
from prison to be present at the tuung of the deposition. Such a deposition, if 
not taken in accordance with the provisions of the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 35), s. 6, but taken in accordance with the provisions 
of the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 A 12 Vict. c. 42), s. 17 (E. v. Katz (1900), 
64 J. P. 807), is only admissible in evidence when the justice who takes the 
deposition is one of the justices who commit (E. v. Rees, supra). And see 
p. 365, post. 
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If the etatement of the witness relates to any indictable offence 
for which any accused person is already committed or bsuled to 
appear for trial, the justice is to transmit the statement, with ^e 
caption above referred to, to the proper ofiScer of the court at which 
the accused is to be tried. In all other oases he is to transnait the 
statement to the clerk of the peace of the county etc. in which he 
took it, and such clerk of the peace is required to preserve the 
statement and file it as of record (o). 

646. On proof that the witness who has made such etatement 
is dead or that there is no reasonable probability that he will ever 
be able to travel or to give evidence, and that proper notice was 
served upon the person against whom it is proposed to use the 
evidence, and that he or his counsel or solicitor had or might have 
had, if he had chosen to be present, full opportunity of cross- 
examining the witness, the statement, if it purports to be signed by 
the justice by or before whom it purports to be taken, may without 
further proof be read in evidence either for or against the 
accused (o). 

647. There are similar powers under the Children Act, 1908 (p), 
for the taking and using of the deposition of a child in respect 
of whom an offence under Fart 11. of that Act or under other 
specified Acts (q) is alleged to have been committed, if a justice 
is satisfied by the evidence of a registered medical practitioner that 
the attendance before a court of any such child would involve 
serious danger to its life or health (r). 

Sob-Seot. I.—Coati. 

648. The examining justices may make an order for the pay- 
ment out of local funds of the costs of the prosecution, or of the 
defence, or both, incurred in proceedings before them («). 


(o) See note (n), p, 327, ante, 

U) 8 Edw, 7, 0. 67, sa 28, 29. 

\q) See note (n), p. 315, ante, 

Ir) 8 Edw. 7, c. 67, ss. 28, 29, and see note (n) on p. 315, ante, 

(«) Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 15), s. 1. This Act came 
into force on the Ist Janua^, 1909 (iWd., s. 10 (2) ), and repealed the provisions 
of most of the Acts relating to costs in criminal cases Uhid^f s. 10 (1) and 
schedule). The costs which may be directed to be paid unaer the Act are such 
sums as, subject to the regulations of a Secretary of State under the Act (linf., 
s. 5), appear to the court reasonably sufficient to compensate the prosecutor for 
the expenses properly incurred by him in carrying on the prosecution, and to 
compensate any person properly ^tending to give evidence for the prosecution 
or defence, or called to give evidence at the instance of the court, for the 
expense, trouble, or loss of time properly incurred in or incidental to the 
attendance and ^ving of evidence ; the amount of the costs is to be ascertained 
as soon as practicable by the proper officer of the court (f 5td., s. 1 (2) ). The 
proper officer in the case of prooeMings before examining justices ii^ it seems, 
the justices’ clerk. As soon as the amount due to any person is ascertained by 
the proper officer, he is to pay forthwith to such person the amount due for 
travelling or personal expenses in respect of his attendance to give evidence, 
^d, BO far as the amount is not due in respect of attendance to give evidence, 
is to forward a certificate of the amount in the case of a committal to the proper 
officer of the court to which the defendant is committed, and in any other 
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Part IV. — Indictments. 

Sect* 1. — Prefernng an Indictment. 

649. In the trial of crimes which are not summarily dealt with 
it is now the almost invariable practice to proceed by way of 
indictment (0- There are alternative modes of proceeding by way of 
impeachment in the case of some crimes (u), and in case of some 
misdemeanours by way of information filed in the King’s Bench 
Division of the High Court of Justice, but such modes of proceeding 
are now rarely used (v). 

to the clerk of the peace of the county or place for which the justices act. Any 
amount so paid by the proper officer to any person in respect of his attendance 
to give evidence is to be reimbursed to that officer by the treasurer of the 
county or borough out of the funds out of which the same is payable under the 
Act The certificate forwarded in the case of a conuuittal is to be laid before the 
court to which the defendant is committed by the officer of the court ; a certifi- 
cate forwarded in any other case is to bo laid before the next court of quarter 
sessions ; in either case the court is to consider the certificate and order the 
treasurer of the county or borough to pay out of the funds from which the amount 
is payable the amount certified, or any less amount which the court considers 
should have been allowed {ihid,y s. 3). In the case of offences committed, or 
supposed to have been, in a county Dorough, the costs are payable out of the 
borough fund or borough rate, and, in the case of other offences, out of the county 
fund of the administrative county (see title Local (Jovernment) in which the 
offence is committed or supposed to have been commit^. For the purposes of 
this provision offences committed within the jurisdiction of the Admiralty (see 
p. 273, ante) are to be deemed to have been committed in the place whei-e the 
offender is prosecuted or tried, or when the offender is tried at the Central 
Criminal Court, in the county of London ; but costs paid in the case of these 
offences out of any county or borough fund are to be repaid out of moneys 
provided by Parliament s. 4 (1) ), The Act applies to all indictable offences 
except those relating to the non-repair or obstruction of any highway, public 
bridge, or navigable river {ihid,y ss. 1,9 (3) ), but does not affect the operation 
of any enactment in force providing for the payment of the costs of the prosecu- 
tion or defence of an indictable offence out of any assets, money or funds, other 
than local funds, or by any person other than the prosecutor or defendant 
{ibid*y B. 8h As to costs where a person is committed for trial and not 
ultimately tried, see ibid.y s. 7, and as to costs where a prosecutor is bound 
over under the Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 17), see 
p. ^.Alypost; Costs in* Criminal Oases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 15), s. 9 (2), As 
to the meanii^gof “ prosecutor,” Beeibid,y s. 9 (1), and of committod for trial,” 
see Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 63), s. 27, and p. 320, ante. For 
the regulations made \mder s. 5 of the Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 
(8 Edw. 7, c. 16), see [1908] W. N. 343. 

(C In prosecutions for a corrupt and illegal practice at an election the 
accused persons may be tried summarily before an election court, or on 
indictment ; the latter is the more usual method (see title Elbctioks). A person 
may be punished for conten^t of co urt either summarily or on indictment (see 
title Contempt op Court, 'Vol. Vn., p. 280). As to other summary pioceedings 
before the High Couit, see pp. 497, note 0/), and 628, poet, 

(u) See p. 266, ante, 

{v) There has been no instance of impeachment since 1806 ; see n. 266, anU. 
There are two kinds of information in criminal cases: — (1) An information em 
officio filed by the King’s Attomey-Gener^ or (if the office of King’s Attorney- 
General is vacant) by the King’s Solicitor-General (/?. v. Wilkte (1770), 19 
State Tr. 1076) for suen enormous misdemeanours as tend to disturb or endanger 
^e Kin^s govemmont, or to molest or affront him in the discharge of his royal 
functions (4 BL Com. 304). It is filed without any leave of the court. Infor* 
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Sect. 1 . 660 . A person charged by the verdict of a coroner’s jury with 

Preferring murder or manslaughter must, if he is in custody, be arraigned on 
an Indict- the inquisition before the court of oyer and terminer or gaol delivery 
*5^* to which the inquisition is returned ; but the practice in the case 
Coroner's of such a verdict is to prefer a bill of indictment for murder 

inqultiiion. or manslaughter before the grand jury, and if the bill is found, 

to arraign and try the accused on the indictment and on the inqui- 
sition together. If no bill is preferred, or if a bill is preferred and 


mations have been filed ex ojfflcio for the following offences Conspiracy to impair 
the King’s revenue (72. v. starling (1664), 1 Sid. 174) ; riot (72. v. Stroude (1681), 
2 Show. 148) ; imprisoning the governor and subverting the government of 
Madras {R. v. Stratton (1779), 1 Doug. (k. b.) 239) ; disobedience to an Order in 
Council made under a statute for performing quarantine (R. v. Harris (1791), 
4 Term Eep. 202) ; the receipt of bribes by officers of the East India Company 
(72. V. Stevens and Agnew (1804), 6 East, 244 ; R, v. Douglas (1846), 13 Q. B. 42) ; 
misbehaviour by the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Oxford in the neglect 
of his duty both as a vice-chancellor and as a justice of the peace (^. v. 
VurneLl (1748), 1 Wils. 239); breach of duW by a justice of the peace in not 
suj)pre8sing a riot (72. v. Pinney (1832), 3 State Tr. (n. s.) 17); conspiracy to 
stir up disaffection and to induce tenants not to pay rent (72. v. Pamm (1881), 
14 Cox, C. C. 608) ; the issue of a fraudulent balance-sheet by the directors 
of a joint-stock bank (72. v. Brown (1858), 7 Cox, C. C. 442) ; offences at parlia- 
mentary elections, e.g,^ undue influence (72. v. Duggan (1873), 7 I. E. C. L. 607, 
94); obstructing voters and intimidation (72. v. Conway (1858), 7 I. C. L. E. 
at p. 619) ; bribery or advancing money to be used in bribery (72. v. Leatham 
(1861), 3 E. & E. 658 ; 72. v. Boyes (1861), 1 B. & S. 311 ; 72. v. Charlesworth 
(1861), 1 B. & S. 460) ; libels of a public kind, c.^., blasphemous libels (72. v. 
EaJton (1812), 31 State Tr. 927; R. v. CarlUe (1819), 3 B. & Aid. 161 ; 72. v. 
Waddington (1822), 1 B. & C. 26) ; obscene libels (72. v. Wilkes (1770), 4 Burr. 
2627; 72. v. Ct4W«(1727), 17 State Tr. 163); seditious libels, t,g.^ libels on the 
Sovereign (72. v. Clerk (1728), 1 Bam. (k. b.) 304; 72. v, Wilkes (1770), 4 Burr. 
2527 ; 72. v. Lamhert (1810), 2 Camp. 398 ; 72. v. Harvey (1823), 2 B. & C. 257) ; 
libels on the government (Case of the Seven Bishops (1688), 12 State Tr. 183; 
R, V. Laurence (1699), 12 Mod. Rep. 311 ; 72. v. Tutchin (1704), 14 State Tr. 1095 ; 
72. T. Francklin (1731), 17 State Tr. 626; 72. v. Horne (1777), 20 State Tr. 651 ; 
72. V. Collett (1804), 29 State Tr. 1 ; 72. v. Hunt (1811), 31 State Tr. 367 ; 72. v. 
Sutton (1816), 4 M. & S. 632; 72. v. Burdett (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 717) ; libels on 
the judges and on the administration of the law (72. v. Gordon (Lord George) 
(1787), 228tateTr, 175; 72. v. IK522c(1808), 1 Camp. 359, n.) ; libels on the Houses 
of Parliament (if. v. Rayner (1732), 2 Barn. (K. B.) 232 ; 72. v. Owen (1752), 18 
State Tr, 1203) ; libels on the Constitution (E. v. Reeves (1796), 26 State 
Tr. 629); libels on foreign sovereigns and ambassadors (72. v. Pc/2ter (1803), 
28 State Tr. 629; 72. v. Gordon (Lord Oeorge)^ supra; R. v. Vint (1799), 27 
State Tr. 627 ; B. v. D*Eon (1764), 1 Wm. Bl. 610). No information ex 
officio has been filed in England in recent years; the last instance is said 
to be that of 72. v. Cate and Tarry (1887), Archbold’s Criminal Pleading, 
23rd ed., 143. 

(2) An information by the Master of the Crown Office at the instance of a 
private Mrson. It requires the leave of the court, which is only granted for 
fipt)ss and notorious misdemeanours which do not specially concern the State, 
but whidi on account of their magnitude deserve public animadversion (stat 
4 A 6 WiU. & Mar, c. 18, ss. 1, 5 ; 4 BL Com. 304 ; and see B, v. Labouchere 
( 1 884), 12 Q. B. D. 320) . Such informations in cases of libels can only be granted 
at the instance of some persons who are in some public office or position (72. v. 
Labouchere^ supra)^ and are seldom granted (see 72. t. Labouchere^ eupra^ and 
Shortt on Informations, 12). The modem practice is to proceed by way of 
indictment; all offences for which informations were foimerly issued were 
always also triable by indictment. For recent instances of criminm informations 
at the instance of justices, see 72. v. UasUre (1889), 6 T. L. £. 44 ; v. Bussdl 
(1906), 93 li. T. 407, 
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ignored, it is the practice to arraign the accused formally on the Sect. i. 
coroner’s inquisition before a petty jury and to direct such jury to Preferring 
acquit him. An accused person may be tried before a petty jury on an Indict- 
a coroner’s inquisition (x), but this course is very rarely adopted. 

661 . At common law any person may prefer a bill of indictment Right to 
before a grand jury against anyone whom he accuses of committing 
an indictable crime, and that without any previous inquiry before at commwi^^ 
justices or any leave of any judge or any notice to the person against law. 
whom the indictment was presented. This right still exists, except 
where it has been taken away or restricted by statute, but the 
usual practice is only to prefer a bill of indictment after laying an 
information before justices of the peace sitting in petty sessions (y). 

652 . For offences to which the Vexatious Indictments Act, Vexatious 
1859(a), applies, except in the cases therein mentioned, no bill of 
indictment can be presented to or found by a grand jury — (1) unless 
the prosecutor or other person presenting the indictment has been 

{x) See 1 East, P. 0. 371 ; li. v. Cole (1813), 3 Camp. 371 ; E. v. Maynard 
(1812), Euss. & Ey. 240; Be Ward (1861), 30 L. J. (oh.) 776; Coroners Act, 

1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 71), s. 5 (1). A conviction for murder or manslaughter 
on a coroner’s inquisition without an indictment foimd by a grand jury is said 
to be unknown in practice (4 Bl. Com. 301 (16th ed.), note by Coleridge, 
quoted arg» in R. v. Ingham (1864), 5 B. & S. 257, at p. 265). But a woman 
arraigned and tried for the murder of her child on a coroner’s inquisition after 
the grand jury had thrown out the bill has been found guilty of concealment of 
birth {B. v. Maynard^ au^a ; B. v. Cb/e, supra), 

(y) See p. 290, ante. In prosecutions against a bankrupt or any other person 
for any statutory misdemeanour in cases of bankruptcy a court having juris- 
diction in bankruptcy may commit the bankrupt or such other person for trial, 
and no preliminary inquiry before justices in such a case is required (Bankruptcy 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 52), s. 165 ; see title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, 

Vol. II., p. 352). In criminal proceedings against a corporation (see pp. 239, 

313, ant^ and in proceedings by way of indictment for the non-repair or 
obstruction of highways, bridges etc. and for other nuisances it is not usual 
to have a prolimmary examination before justices, and in such proceedings 
the presenting of an indictment is the first step. 

(a) 22 & 23 Viet. c. 17. These ofPences are : perjury and subornation of 
perjury, conspiracy, obtaining money or other property by false pretences, 
keeping a gambling house or a disorderly house, indecent assault (22 & 23 Viet, 
c. 17, 8. 1) ; misdemeanours under Part II. of the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 
Viet. c. 62), altered by the Bankruptcy Acts, 1883 and 1890 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 52, 

8. 163 ; 53 & 54 Viet. c. 71, s. 26) ; see Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 62), 

8. 18, and Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 52), s. 165; libel (Newspaper 
and Libel Registration Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 60), s. 6); misdemeanours 
under the Oriminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viot. c. 69), s. 17, and 
the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s, 35; and offences punishable on 
indictment under the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 28), s. 13. 

An attempt to obtain property by false pretences is not within the Vexatious 
Indictments Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 17) {B. v. Burton (1875), 13 Cox, 0. 0. 

71, C. C. E.). Giving false evidence before a naval court-martial held under the 
Naval Discipline Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 109), is perjury within the meaning 
of the Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 17). See Naval 
Discipline Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 109), s. 67 of which solves the doubts that 
were expressed in B. v. Heane (1864). 4 B. & 8. 947, as regards a prosecution 
under the Naval Discipline Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 115), and, it seems, makes 
the Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859 (22 d: 23 Viot. c. 17), applicable to a 
prosecution for fidse evidence given out of England at a naval court-martial 
neld under the Naval Discipline Act, 1 866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 109). See also 
p. 320, ante, 

ILL.— IX 


P 



882 


Orimihal Law and Prooedubb. 


Sbot.I. 
Preferring 
u Indict* 
ment 


Binding 
proBecntor 
over when 
justioes refuse 
to oommit. 


bound by recognisance to prosecute or give evidence against the 
person accused of the offence ; or (2) unless the accused has been 
committed to or detained in custody, or has been bound by recog- 
nisance to appear to answer to an indictment to be preferred against 
him for such offence ; or (3) unless the indictment is preferred by 
the direction or with the consent in writing of a judge of the High 
Court of Justice or of the King’s Attorney-General or Solicitor- 
General, or (in the case of an indictment for perjury) by the direction 
of any court, judge, or public functionary authorised (b) to direct a 
prosecution for perjury (c). 

653 . If on the preliminary hearing before justices for an offence 
to which the Act applies the justices refuse to commit the accused 
or to bail him to be tried for such an offence, and the prosecutor 
desires to prefer an indictment for such an offence, the justices 
must take the recognisance of the prosecutor to prosecute the charge 
and transmit the recognisance with the information and deposi- 
tions to the court in which the indictment ought to be preferred (cl) ; 


(b) The persons so authorised are : judges of the superior courts, any of the 
oommissioners of assize, nisi prius, oyer and terminer or gaol delivery, any 

i 'ustices of the peace, recorder or deputy recorder, chairman or other judge 
lolding any general or quarter sessions of the peace, any judge or deputy judge 
of any county court or any court of record, any justice of the peace in special 
or petty sessions, or any sheriff or his lawful deputy before whom any 
writ of inquiry or writ of trial from any of the superior courts is executed 
(Criminal rrocedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 19; see p. 496, posl), 

(c) Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Vict. c. 17), s. 1. Justices of 
the peace for a county have power to act generally throughout the county in 
the commission of the peace for which their names are placed, and there is 
nothing in this Act or elsewhere that prevents the justices who ordinarily act 
in one petty sessional division from committing a person for trial in respect of 
an act arising in another petty sessional division (li. v. Btckley (1887), 20 
Q. B. D. 187, 0, 0. E.). If three persons are bound over to appear and answer an 
indictment for conspiracy and the Attorney- General gives his fiat for the 
prosecution of a fourth person and an indictment is subsequently preferred 
against all four, such an indictment is valid [Knowlden v. R. (1864), 33 L. J. 
(m. 0.) 219). if an indictment contains two counts, one relating to the charge to 
which the commitment relates and a second count relating to another charge, 
the second count, unless it comes within s. 1 of the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 35) (see p. 333, note (/<), posQ, ought to be quashed, 
and if it is not quashed and evidence is given relating to the second count 
which is not admissible as evidence relating to the first count, and the accused 
is convicted, the conviction is bad (E. v. Fuidyp (1864), Le. & Ca. 390). 

{d) Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Vict. c. 17), s. 2. If there is a 
substantial charge made hmidfide and it is within the jurisaictiou of the justices 
and the justices dismiss the charge on the ground that there is no evidence to 
support it, the justices must take the recognisance of the pwsecutor, if he offers 
to be bound (i?. v. London Corporation (1886), 16 Cox, C. 0. 77). If the justices 
refuse to take the recognisance in such a case, a mandamus will lie to compel 
them to do so (tWd.), If no indictable offence is disclosed in the information, 
the justices should not take the recognisance and cannot be compelled to do so 
{Ex parte Waeon (1869), L. E. 4 Q. B, 673). If a summons is heard and dismissed 
and no application is made by the prosecutor to be bound over to prosecute, and 
^e prosecutor lays a second information for the same subject-matter, and the 
juBUoes refuse to take this information, they are within their right, and 
mey cannot on such a second application be called upon to bind the prosecutor 
over {B. v. Baitier (1880), 44 J. P. 490). The Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859 
(22 & 23 Vict. c. 17), s. 2, has no application, except when the accused has been 
charged b^ore jusuces. If no summons or warrant is issued, no application 
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an indictment may then be preferred in spite of the refusal of the 
justices to commit the accused for trial {e). 

Any count or counts relating to offences to which the Vexatious 
Indictments Act, 1859 (/), applies may be joined with other counts 
in an indictment, if apart from that Act they may be lawfully 
joined (g), and if in the opinion of the court before which the 
indictment is preferred, such count or counts are founded upon the 
facts or evidence disclosed in any examinations or depositions taken 
before a justice of the peace in the presence of the person accused 
and duly. transmitted to such court; and nothing in the Act is to 
prevent such indictment being found, if it is presented to the 
grand jury with the consent of such court (Z^. 

654 . An indictment is a written accusation presented by a grand 
jury to a court of oyer and terminer or general gaol delivery or 
quarter sessions and charging one or more persons with the com- 
mission of one or more crimes. 

An indictment lies for any treason, felony, or misdemeanour. 


can be made under s. 2 {Ex parte Reid (1885), 49 J. P. 600). If a prosecutor is 
bound over, and does not prefer an indictment to the grand jury oi the coui*t at 
which he is bound over to prosecute, the recognisance lapses and cannot, it 
seems, be enlarged, and no indictment can be preferred to a subsequent court 
V. Eayrea (1900), 64 J, P. 217). If the justices refuse to commit and no 
application is made to them for the binding over of the prosecutor, the direction 
of a judge of the High Court of Justice or the fiat of the Attorney-General or 
Solicitor- General may be obtained, and an indictment may then be preferred (7?. 
V. Rogers (1902), 66 J. P. 825). In the case of a prosecution for perjury the 
direction of a judge etc. to prosecute may be given after the lapse of an 
interval (e.y., a fortnight) after the trial at wnich the perjury is alleged to have 
been committed, and no previous summons or notice to the accused or affidavit 
of the facts is necessary {R. v. Bray fl862), 3 B. & S. 255, in which a 
report in the Times newspaper of the trial was laid before the judge to refresh 
his memory, and he wrote on it “I consent to the prosecution in this case,” 
and this was held to be sufficient within the Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859 
(22 & 23 Viet. c. 17) ). 

{e) If an indictment is preferred by a private prosecutor under this section and 
is found and the person accused is acquitted, the prosecutor may be ordered to pay 
the whole or any part of the costs incurred in or about the defence (see Costs in 
Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 15), s. 6 (2). For the liability for costs 
of the Director of Public Prosecutions see Prosecution of Offences Act, 1879 (42 & 
43 Viet, c 22), 8. 7, and Stubbs v. Director of Public Prosecutions (1890), 24 
a B. D. 577). 

(/) 22 & 23 Viet. c. 17. 

(^r) See infra, 

(h) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet, c. 35), s. 1. See R, ▼. 
Bell (1871), 12 Cox, C. C. 37 ; R. v. Brown, [1895] 1 Q. B. 119, 0. C. E. If itis 
sought to add a count in respect of a fresh charge the facts of which never were 
before the justices or were before them and abandoned, the consent of the court 
is not a mere formality or a matter of course, and if it is obtained without the 
knowledge of facts that ought to have been brought before the court («.y., that 
the fresh charge was before the justices and was withdrawn), it is invalid, 
and a conviction obtained after such consent is given and such counts added is 
liable to be set aside {R, v. Bradlaugh (1883), 16 Cox, C. C. 217). If counts are 
add^ containing matter which does not appear on the depositions, such counts 
if' added without leave should be quashed {R. v. Crabbe, (1895) 69 J. P, 247). 
Even if the counts which are added do consist of matter appearing on the 
depositions, yet if they are embarrassing, evidence will not be allowed m regard 
to such charge {R, v. Harris (1900), 64 J. P. 360). See also p. 342, post. 
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except in the case of those offences over which courts of summary 
jurisdiction have exclusive jurisdiction (i). 


Sect. 2. — Fovtti of IndicttncTits* 

Sub-Seot. 1, ^Necessary Gonienta of Indictment, 

656. In form an indictment is a presentment by a grand jury 
that one or more persons named or otherwise identified have com- 
mitted one or more crimes for which an indictment lies, and it 
must contain specific allegations that the person or persons accused 
have committed the particular crime or crimes charged. 

It may contain only one ‘‘ count,'' or paragraph, or a number 
of counts, but if it contains more than one count, each count must 
aver the commission of a distinct and separate crime by the 
person accused, and each count must be of itself independent and 
complete (A:). 

The result of the presentment of an indictment which is suflScient 
in law is that the person or persons accused, if and when they are 
in custody, are called upon to plead to the indictment, that is, to 
say whether they are guilty or not guilty of the crime or crimes 
alleged. No person can be called upon to plead to an indictment 
which is not suflicient in law (1). 

666 . In order to be sufficient in law an indictment (1) must 
contain at the beginning a marginal note which describes the venue 
or the area of jurisdiction of the court to which the indictment is 
presented (m) ; (2) it must commence with an allegation that it is 
presented on oath by a grand jury (n) ; (3) it must proceed to aver 
that the person or persons accused have committed the particular 
crime or crimes alleged, and it must set out all the ingredients of 
the offence charged, the facts, circumstances, and intent which con- 
stitute the crime, and must do this with certainty and without 
repugnancy or duplicity (o). 


(t) As to these offences, see title Magistrates, The offences for which an 
inmctment lies are set out in Parts X. to XIII., pp. 450 et seq.y i^oat; and see 
p. 271, ante. 

(k) See It , V. TTcrfcrg (1848), 1 Den. 356. As to the cases in which separate 
crimes can be alleged in one indictment or in one count, see p. 342, j)OBt. 

{1) As to the amendment of indictments, see p. 344, post, 

(m) E.g.y the note is usually in this form, Worcestershire | ^ 

indictment found by a OTand jury of a county at the quarter sessions or assizes, 
Borough of^Wolvernampton | ^ ^ indictment found by a grand 

jury of a borough at the borouj ' 


sessions (see p. 267, antCy and Criminal 
Procedure Act, 1861 (14 & IcVict. o. 100b s. 23). Want of a proper or perfect 
venue does not now vitiate an indictment (Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 
Viet. 0 . 100), s. 23). As to venue, see p. 279, ante. 

(nJ^The beginning of an indictment is in this form, “ The jurors for our lord 
the King upon their oaths present that” The words for our lord the Eng ** 
are not essential (see .ff. v. Turner (1839), 2 Mood. & E. 214; Broome v. R. (1848), 12 
Q. B. 834, Ex. Oh.). If there are more counts than one, each count after the 
first begins **And the jurors aforesaid upon their oath aforesaid do further 
present that ” etc. 

(o) See 2 Hawk. P. 0.^ o. 25, ss. 54 et eef. / A^febold^ Criminal Pleading, 23rd 
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667. The indictment must aver with certainty who is the person 
indicted. It should set out his Christian name and surname, but it 
is sufilcient to give the name by which he is usually known, and if 
he is known by two names, both may be given (p). It is not 
necessary to give either the “ addition ” (i.c., occupation) or the place 
of abode" of the person accused (q). 

If a corporation is indicted, its proper corporate name must be 
given (r). 

The inhabitants of a parish who are indicted for non-repair of a 
highway or of a county for non-repair of a bridge may be indicted 
under the name of the inhabitants of the particular parish or of the 
particular county («). 

If the name of the person accused is unknown, he must be 
identified in some way, e.g., by describing him as ‘*a person whose 
name is to the jurors unknown, but who is personally brought 
before the jurors by the keeper of the prison.” It is not sufficient 
to describe such a person as one whose name is to the jurors 
unknown (t). 

668. If the alleged crime is one that has been committed against Person 
the person or property of some one, the name and surname of the injured, 
person injured should be stated with reasonable certainty (a). 


ed., 65. No indictment is insufficient for want of any matter unnecessary to be 
proved, or for the omission of such formal expressions as “as appears by the 
record,’^ or “ with force and arms,'* or “ against the peace,*’ or for the insertion 
of the words “ against the form of the statute” instead of “ against the form of 
the statutes,” or vice versd^ or because a person mentioned in an indictment is 
designated by a name of office or other descriptive appellation instead of his 
proper name, or for omitting to state the time at which an offence was com- 
mitted, in a case when time is not of the essence, or for stating the time imperfectly, 
or for stating the offence to have been committed on a day subsequent to the 
finding of the indictment, or on an impossible day, or on a day that never 
happened, or for want of a proper or perfect venue or of a proper or formal 
conclusion, or for want of or imperfection in the addition of any defendant, 
pr for the want of the statement of the value or price of any matter, or 
the amount of damage, injury, or spoil in any case where the value or price or 
the amount of damage, injury, or spoil is not of the essence of the offence 
(Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vict.c. 100), s. 24). 

(p) 2 Hale, P. 0. 175 ; s5e Bro. Abr. tit. Misnomer, 47. But an error in the 
name or surname, or in both, may be amended (Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 
(14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), 8. 1). 

(q) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. o. 100), s. 24 ; Statute Law 
Eevision Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. o. 49), s. 4, repealing the Statute of Additions 
(1 Hen. 6, c. 5). 

(r) An error in the name may be amended (Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 
(14 & 15 Viet c. 100), s. 1). 

(s) 2 Roll. Abr. Indictment (L.) 79 ; 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 25, s. 68. 

(<) Anon, (1822), Russ. & Ry. 489. It seems that the provisions of s. 24 of 
the Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), allowing the designation 
of any person mentioned in an indictment "by a name of office or other 
descriptive appellation ” do not apply to the case of a person indicted ; and that 
a person indicted cannot be so designated, see 22. v. Great Western EaiL Co, 
{Directors) (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 410. If the name of the person indicted is mis- 
described, the mistake may be amended, but only by the court that tries th« 
indictment (22. v. Oreai Western Bail. Co. {Directors^ supra). 

(a) 2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 25, ss. 71, 72 ; 22. v. Cardigan [Earl) (1841), 4 State Tr. 
(n. s.) 601, H. L. Kie name given should bo either the real name of the 
person injured, or that by whichlie is known (22. v. Norton (1823), Russ. & By. 
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If the name of the person injured is unknown, he may be described 
as a person to the jurors aforesaid unknown '[(b). 

In respect of oflfences against property it is as a general rule 
essential that the indictment should allege who is the owner of the 
property, and that the property belongs to someone other than the 
defendant (c). 

A mistake in the description of the owner of property may be 
amended, but, if it is not amended, or if the averment of ownership 
is omitted altogether in a case when it is essential, the indictment 
is bad. If the owner of the property is unknown, the indictment 
should describe the property as belonging to a person to the jurors 
unknown (d). 

659. A statement of the age of the person accused or of the 
person injured is unnecessary (c), except where it is an essential 
ingredient of the particular offence that the person committing the 
offence or the person injured should be of any particular age(/) ; 
in such case the indictment and every count thereof must state that 
the person is of that age (g). 

660. It is usual to insert the date on which the crime charged is 
alleged to have been committed, but it is only necessary to do so 
where time is of the essence of the offence (h). In such case, the 

510 ; i2. V. Berriman (1833), 5 0. & P. 601 ; Anon. (1834), 6 0. & P. 408 ; B. v. 
WtUiams (1836), 7 C. & P. 298 ; B. v. Gregory (1846), 8 Q. B. 508). As to 
description of the name of a bastard, see R v, Clark (1818), Euss. & Ey. 358 ; 
B. V. Waters (1835), 1 Mood. 0. 0.467 ; B. v. Evans (1839), 8 0. & P. 765 ; B. v. 
Stroud (1842), 2 M!ood. 0. 0. 270 ; B. v. Scarborough (1848), 3 Cox, 0. 0. 72 ; B. v. 
Smith (1833), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 402. As to description where parent and child have 
the same name, see B. v. Peace (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 579. If the person injured 
has a name of dignity {e.g.^ if he is a peer or baronet or knight) the name of 
dignity should be given (see B. v. Pitts (1839), 8 0. & P. 771 ; B. v. Graham 
(1791), 2 Leach, 547 ; B. v. Brinklett (1828), 3 0. & P. 416 ; Anon. (1698), 2 Salk. 
451 ; B, V. Gregory (1846), 8 <^. B. 608 ; B. v. Frost (1855), Dears. 0. 0. 474). A 
person may be designated by a name of office or other descriptive appellation 
instead of by his proper name (Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), 
8. 24). A mistake in the name or description of any person named or described 
in an indictment may be amended by the court that tries the indictment 
{ihid.y s. 1). 

(h) B. V. Biss (1839), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 93 ; B. v. Hicks (1840), 2 Mood. & E. 302 ; 
B. V. Campbell ^848), 1 Car. & Kir. 82. 

(c) 2 Hawk. r. C., c. 25, s. 71. But in an indictment for stealing a will it is 
not necessary to allege that the will is the property of any person (Larceny Act, 
1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 29). In an indictment for arson under ss. 2 and 3 
of the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), it is unnecessary to 
aver to whom the house etc. belongs (B. v. Newboult (1872), L. K. 1 C. C. E. 
344) ; and see under the specific offences, post. 

(d) It is chiefly in regard to indictments for larceny that questions have 
arisen with regard to the proper description of the owner of property (see 
p. 645, post). 

(e) It is not necessaiy to allege that the person accused is above the age of 
seven years, for although no person under that age can be convicted of a 
crime, yet the fact that a person is over that is not an essential ingredient 
of any partioular offence, but is a condition of liability common to all crimes 
(see p. 239 , ante). 

{/) See Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viot. c. 69), ss. 2, 4, 6, 
6 ; Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 67), ss. 12, 16, 17. 

to) B. V. Martin (1840), 9 C. & P. 216 ; B. v. Waters (1848), 1 Den. 366. 

(h) Criminal Procedure Act, 1861 (14 & 16 Vick o. 100), s. 24. Time is of the 
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day of the month or year, and sometimes the time oi day, when the 
alleged offence was committed mast be alleged (i). 

661. It is not necessary to state the place where an ofifence is 
alleged to have been committed except in the case of crimes in 
respect of which a local description is required (k), but it is usual to 
do so in order that the taxing officer may see upon what county 
or borough treasurer the order for payment of the costs should 
be made. 

662. The facts, circumstances, and intent which constitute the 
alleged offence must be set out with such certainty that the 
defendant may be able to judge whether they constitute an indict- 
able offence or not, and to decide whether to plead to the indict- 
ment or to move to quash it, and that he may know what the 
particular charge against him is and whether he has been pre- 
viously convicted or acquitted of the same charge, and that he may 


essence of the ofPence — (1) when an act is only criminal if done after or within 
a certain time after some other act or event, c.g., some of the offences under the 
Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 62), Part II., s. 11 (see title Bankruptcy, 
Vol. II., p. 345} ; (2) when it is an essential ingredient of a particular offence 
that certain consequences should follow a particular act — e.^., in murder and 
manslaughter it is essential to prove that the death of the person alleged to be 
murdered or killed took place within a year and a day from the time when the 
act which caused the death was committed (in such a case the time stated in the 
indictment should be the day on which such act was done) ; (3) when it is an 
essential ingredient of a particular offence that the alleged act or acts should be 
committed between certain hours of the day, e.g,^ burglary, night poaching, 
making signals to smuggling vessels ; (4) when the prosecution for a particular 
crime must be commenced within a certain time of the commission of the alleged 
criminal act (see p. 294, ante), 

(V) In an indictment for burglary it is sufficient to allege that the act was 
committed “ in the night” (1 Hale, P. 0. 649 ; 2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 25, ss. 76, 
77 ; but see B, v. Waddington (1771), 2 East, P. 0. 513), or even that the offence 
was committed ** burglanously ” (A. v. Thompson (1847), 2 Cox, 0. 0. 377). So 
in an indictment for night poaching it is sufficient to allege that the offence 
was committed by night without mentioning the hour [Davies v. R. (1829), 10 
B. & C. 89). As to the. averment of time in an indictment for an offence for the 
prosecution of which a time is limited, see R. v. Brown (1828), 1 Mood. & M. 163. 
As to indictments for larceny or embezzlement where several distinct acts, not 
exceeding three, against the same person may be joined together in one indict- 
ment, if committed within six months from the first to the last of these acts, see 
Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), ss. 5, 6, 71 ; R. v. Nicholh (1904), 68 
J. P. 452, C. C. E. ; R. v. Lonsdale (1864), 4 P. & E. 66, and p. 648, post 

[h) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 23. Local descrip, 
tion is required in indictments for keeping a disorderly house (see p. 541, post) ; 
burglary [R, v. St John (1839), 9 0. & P. 40); housebreaking [R, v. Bullock 
(1831), 1 Mood. C. 0. 324, n.); sacrilege ; stealing in a dwelling-house [R, v. 
tapper (1824), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 44) ; hunting or stealing deer; night poaching [R, 
V. Ridley (1823), Euss. & Ey. 515); riotous demolition of houses etc. [R, v. 
Richards (1832), 1 Mood. & E. 177); malicious injury to sea banks eta; 
maliciously firing a dwelling-house [R, v. Woodward (1831), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 
823); forcible entry (E. v. Cranage (1712), 1 Salk 385); nuisances to highways 
(i?. V. Steventon [Inhabitants) (1843), 1 Oar. & Kir. 56) ; see Archbold, Criminal 
Pleading, 23rd ed., 68, where ’it is stated that the practice at the Central 
Criminal Court is to insert the parish in all indictments (see R, v. Connop 
(1836), 4 Ad. & M. 942 ; and (josts in Criminal Oases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 
7, c. 15), s. 4). 
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Sect. 2. 
Foim of 
Indict- 
ments. 


Negativing 

exemptions. 


be able to prepare a defence to meet it, and that the court may 
know what judgment to pronounce in case of conviction ( 1 ). 

Where an indictment is in general terms, the court may order 
the prosecution to deliver to the accused particulars of the matters 
alleged in the indictment (m). 

An indictment for a statutory offence must allege with certainty 
that the defendant committed or omitted the acts the commission 
or omission of which is prohibited by statute, and did so in the 
circumstances and with the intent mentioned in the statute (w). 

If a statute which creates or defines an offence contains in the 
enacting clause an exception exempting certain cases from its 
operation, an indictment for the offence must aver that the par- 
ticular act or acts alleged were not within the exemption, but if the 
exception comes in by way of proviso, whether in the same section 
or in another part of the statute, and the proviso is not in the nature 
of an exception which is incorporated directly or by reference with 
the enacting clause, it is not necessary to negative the proviso (n). 


(l) See Co. Litt. 303 a; i2. v. Horne (1777), Cowp. 672 ; B. v. Rowed (184^, 
8 Q. B. 180 ; White v. R. (1876), 13 Cox, 0. 0. 318 ; Taylor v. R., [1895] 1 a B. 
25 ; B. V. .48pinaZi(1876), 2 Q. B. D. 48, 0. A., at p. 56; R. v. Stroulger (1886), 
17 Q. B. D. 327, 0. 0. R. The degree of particularity required varies with the 
nature of the offence (see under specific crimes, posty In an indictment for treason 
the overt acts must be set out (see p. 456, post). In an indictment for embezzle- 
ment the sums or property embezzled must be particularly described. In an 
indictment for obtaining property by false pretences the property obtained must 
be particularly described and the false pretences must be set out (see p. 690, 
post) ; but in an indictment under the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. o. 96), 
8. 95, for receiving goods knowing them to have been obtained by false 
pretences or under the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Yict. c. 62), s. 13 (1), for 
obtaining credit under false pretences the false pretences need not bo set out 
(Taylor Y. i?., [1895] 1 Q. B. 25; R, v. Watkinson (1872), 12 Cox, C. C. 271, 
0. 0. R ; R. v. Pierce (1887), 16 Cox, 0. C. 213, 0. C. R.). In some cases the 
alleged offence may be described in general terms, e.g.^ a person may be indicted 
for barratry, and for keeping a common gaming-house or bawdy-house (P Anson 
V. Stuart (1787), 1 Term Rep. 748, at p. 752), or for conspiracy to defraud a 
person of divers goods” (^Anon, (1819), 1 Chit. 698; It. v. Oill (1818), 2 
B. & Aid. 204). An indictment which alleges that the defendant conspired 
“ with divers other persons ” must either allege that such persons are unknown 
or must give their names {R. v. Perrin (1908), 72 J. P. 144). 

(m) Particulars have been ordered in the case of the following offences : barratry 
(V Anson v. Stiuirt^ swpra, at p. 754) ; nuisance (2?. v. Curwood (1835), 3 Ad. & El. 

815) ; obstructing a highway (R, v. Downshire [marquis) (1835), cited 3 Ad. & El. 

816) ; embezzlement [R. v. Hodgson (1828), 3 0. & P. 422 ; R. v. Bootyman (1832), 
5 0. & P. 300) ; conspiracy [R, v. Hamilton (1836), 7 C. & P, 448 ; R, v. Rycroft 
(1852), 6 Cox, C. C. 76; B. v, Prohert (1852), Dears. 0. C. 30, at p. 32, n. ; 
R. V. Siapylton (mi), 8 Cox, 0. C. 69). 

(») But see R, v. James, [1902] 1 K B. 541, 0. 0. R., where it was held 
that in an indictment against a wife for stealing the goods of her husband it 
was not necessary to aver that the defendant was the wife of the prosecutor 
or that she took the goods which were the subject-matter of the charge when 
leaving or deserting or about to leave or desert her husband, although the 
statute (Married Women’s Property Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 75), ss. 12, 16) 
only makes the taking of such goods an offence oy the wife when she is leaving 
etc. her husband. An indictment for the misdemeanour of receiving goods 
stolen by a wife from her husband need not allege that the goods were stolen by 
the wife from her husband ; it is enough to all^ that they were stolen [R. v. 
Payne, [1906] 1 K. B. 97, 0. 0. B. As to negativingexemptions, see R. v. Earn^ 
show (1812), 16 East, 456 ; B, v. Jarvis (1767), 1 Bast, 643, n., 646, n. ; R. v. 
Hall (1786), 1 Term Rep. 320 ; H v. PraUm (1796), 6 Term Rep. 559 ; R v. Rcwjfsr 



Part IV. — Indictments. 


889 


Where any particular intent is a necessary ingredient of an 
ofTence, the intent must be stated in the indictment (o). 

Where words, written or spoken, are of the essence of an offence, 
they must be set out verbatim in the indictment, except in the case 
of an obscene libel (p). 

Property which is the subject-matter of an alleged offence must 
be described in an indictment by the appropriate name {q). 

It is not necessary to state the value of any matter or thing 
mentioned in an indictment or the amount of damage, injury, or 
spoil, except where such value is of the essence of the offence (?*). 


(1792), STermEep. 83; It, y. Matters (1818), 1 B. & Aid. 362 ; R, v. Pearce 
(1810), Russ. & Ey. 174 ; R, y, Rohinson (181^, Euse. & Ey. 321 ; R, y, Fdfmer 
(1773), 1 Leach, i02 ; R. v. James^ [1902] 1 K. B. 540, 0. 0. E. ; R, y, Audley^ 
[19071 1 K. B. 383, 0. 0. E.). If a statute makes the doing of an act without 
lawful authority or excuse” criminal, it is sufficient to aver that it was done 
without lawful authority {R, y. Harvey (1871), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 284). 

(o) E,g,t in an indictment for forgery or for obtaining property by false pre- 
tences it must be alleged that the defendant did the act charged with intent to 
defraud (see R, v. James (1871), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 127) ; so in an indictment for 
setting fire to houses etc. under the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict 
c. 97), 8. 3, an intent to defraud or injure, as the case may be, must be alleged; 
but in none of these cases is it necessary to allege an intent to defraud or injure 
any particular person (see Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 96), s. 88 (false 
pretences) ; Mahdous Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 97), s. 60 (setting 
fire to houses etc.) ; as to forgery, see Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 98), 
s. 44 (forgery)). In an indictment for burglary it is necessary to allege either 
an entry with intent to commit a felony (see Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Yict, 
c. 96), 8. 61), €.y,, **with intent the gdoas and chattels of one John Smith in 
the said dwelling-house there being feloniously and burglariously to steal, take 
and carry away ”) ; or the commission of a felony in a dwelling-house and the 
breaking out of the house in the night ; so as to breaking and entering a house 
with intent to commit a felony therein (see Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. 
c. 96), s. 67), or being found by night in any dwelling-house with intent to 
commit any felony therein, or being found by night armed etc., with the intent to 
break into a dwelling house etc. (see Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 96), s. 58). 

(p) See Law of Libel Amendment Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Yict. o. 64), s. 7 ; and 
see p. 538, post). 

{q) Great particularity and minuteness of statement as to the description of 
personal chattels in an indictment were formerly required (see 7?. v. (7oo/c( 1774), 
2 East, P. C. 616; R, v. Edwards (1823), Euss. & Ey. 497 ; R, v. Halloway 
(1823), 1 0. & P. 127; '7?. v. Loom (1827), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 160; R, v. Puddifoot 
(1829), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 247 ; R. v. Birket (1830), 4 0. & P. 216; R. y. Tate (1833), 
1 Lew. 0. C. 234 ; R. v. Cox (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 494; R. v. Lonsdale (1864), 
4 F. & F. 66). But nearly all these cases were before the Criminal Procedure 
Act, 1851 (14 & 16 Yict. c. 100), s. 1, which gave power to amend a misdescription 
of property, and their importance Ims been diminished by that Act. Moreover, it 
is doubtful whether these older cases would be followed now, even if there were 
no amendment (see R, v. Stride and Millard^ [1908] 1 K. B. 617). But a sub- 
stantial misdescription of property, where a description is essential, will even now, 
unless amended, make an indictment bad (see R. v. Satchvfell (1872), L. E. 2 
0. C. E. 21, where a conviction was quashed because in an indictment under the 
Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 97), s. 17, for setting fire to a stack 
of com the evidence showed that what the defendant set fire to was a quantity 
of straw on a lorry). Thus an indictment for lar^ny of wild animals or of 
the produce of wild ftnimals must expressly or by implication allege that such 
Rnimalg or produce have been reduced into possession (see R. v. Stride and MiUard^ 
supra), and the mere allegation that the animals etc. are the goo^ and chattels 
of the prosecutor is not a sufifident allegation of such reduction into possession 
{R, V. Stride and Millard, supra; see R, y. Rough (1779), 2 East,?. C. 607). 

(r) Criminal Procedure Act, 1861 (14 & 16 Yict. o. 100), s. 24, e,g., under 
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Sect. 2. 663. All the material allegations in an indictment must be 

Form of positive and direct and free from duplicity and repugnancy («). 

Indict- Thus, an indictment must not charge a defendant with one or 
other of two offences or with acting in one or other of two capacities, 
AUegation and must not be capable of being construed as applying to two 

must be different offences without stating which one is charged (^). An 

poeitive. indictment must not be double, i.e., no single count must charge 
the defendant with two or more offences (u). But in respect of one 
transaction a defendant may be charged with committing several 
offences, e.g., with uttering a number of forged instruments, if they 
were all uttered at the same time (x). But the omission to aver 


8. 60 of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), under ss. 20, 21, 22, 51 
of the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), and under s. 11 (4), (5) 
of the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. o. 62) ; see specific offences, post. 
Where a written instrument is the subject-matter of the alleged offence, it is 
Bufificient to describe such instrument by any name or designation by which it 
may be usually known, or by the purport thereof, without setting out any copy 
or facsimile or any part thereof (Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet, 
c. 100), ss. 5, 7 ; Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. 98), ss. 42, 43). It is sufficient 
to describe money or a bank note as money, without specifying the particular 
coin or bank note (Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. o. 100), s. 18 ; 
and see i2. v. 1768^(1856), Dears. & B. 109; B, v. Gumhle (1872), L. R. 2 C. C. R. 1). 
And see as to an indictment for the embezzlement of money, Larceny Act, 
1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 71 ; B. v. Keena (1868), L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 113; and 
p. 650, post. 

It seems doubtful whether Arabic figures to express numbers are allowable in 
an indictment ; the older authorities state that numbers must be expressed in 
words or Roman numerals (see 2 Hale, P. 0. 170 ; B. v. Haddock {11^1), Andr. 
137 ; B, V. Philips (1720), 1 Stra. 261) ; but the use of Arabic figures is not 
now unusual, and is at the most a formal defect which is amendable and of 
which advantage cannot be taken after plea (see B. v. Price (1900), 17 T. L. K 
80 ; B. V. Edwards (1901), Archbold, Criminal Pleading, 23rd ed., 82). 

(a) The older cases lay down that an indictment must state positively that 
the aefendant did the act or acts which constitute the crime, and that acts must 
not be stated by way of recital or by implication (2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 25, s. 60*; 
B. V. Whitehead (1693), 1 Salk. 371 ; B. v. Qoddard (1703), 3 Salk. 171 ; B. v. 
Crowhurst (1724), 2 Ld. Raym. 1363 ; B. v. Ashman (1711), 1 Sess. Cas. (k. b.) 
159). Facts which are adjuncts of the material facts may be stated W implica- 
tion (see B. V. Johnson (1621), 2 Roll. Rep. 225 ; B. v. Boyall (1759), 2 Burr. 832 ; 
B. V. Bootie (1759), 2 Burr. 864; B. v. Higginson (1760), 2 Burr. 1232 ; B. v. 
Somerton (1827), 7 B. & 0. 463 ; B. v. Long (1604), 6 Co. Rep. 120 a, 121 b ; B. 
V. Lawley (1731), 2 Stra. 904 ; B. v. Aylett (1785), 1 Term Rep. 63, 70; B. v. 
Byland (1867), L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 99). A failure to comply with the rule against 
statements by way of recital or implication would probably be now considered 
a mere formal amendable defect of which advantage could not be taken after 
plea. 

(t) Smith V. Mall (1622), 2 Roll. Rep. 263 ; B. v. Stocker (1695), 1 Salk. 342, 
371; JB. V. Stoughton (1731), 2 Stra. 900; B. v. Flint (1736), Lee temp. Hard, 
370; R. v. Morley (1827), 1 Y. & J. 221 ; B. v. Marshall (1827), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 
158; B, V. Edmondes (1895), 69 J. P. 776. 

(u) R. V. Devett (1888), 8 0. & P. 639. 

[x) R. V. Thomas (1800h 2 East, P. 0. 934 ; with robbing two persons at the 
game time {R. v. Oiddins (1842), Gar. & M. 634) ; beating two persons at the same 
time, UbeUing two persons in one publication (jB. v. Benfield (1793), 2 Burr. 980, 
983, 984) ; and one endeavouring to procure the commission of two offences {B, 
▼. FuUer (1797), 1 Bos. & P. 180). in burglary a person may be charged in the 
same count wim breaking and entering a house with intent to commit a felony 
and with committing the felony; so a person may be charged in the same 
count with assaulting and also with unlawful carnal knowledge of a girl (£, v. 
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a matter not necessary to be proved or a defect or mistake in 
the manner of stating any such matter does not make an indict- 
ment bad (a). 

664. In indictments for certain crimes the use of certain words 
is essential, an indictment for treason must aver that the alleged 
acts were done traitorously ; for murder, that the defendant 
“ feloniously and of his malice aforethought did kill and murder ” 
etc.; for manslaughter, that the defendant “feloniously did kill 
and slay ” ; for rape, that the defendant “ feloniously did ravish ” ; 
for larceny, that the defendant “ feloniously did take and carry 
away ** ; for burglary, that the defendant “ feloniously and 
burglariously did break and enter etc. “ with intent to '' (commit 
some named felony); in a statutory forgery, that the defendant 
“feloniously did forge'* etc. “with intent to defraud.” Every 
indictment for a felony must aver that the alleged act or acts was 
or were done feloniously, and if the word “ feloniously " is omitted, 
the indictment, it seems, is bad {h ) ; and every indictment for a 
misdemeanour must aver that the alleged act or acts was or were 
done “ unlawfully.” An indictment for a misdemeanour which 
contains the word “ feloniously " is, it seems, bad (c). 


Outhrie (1870), L. K. 1 C. C. E. 241). A defendant may bo charfi^ed in the 
same count with publishing a libel and causing it to bo published {R. v. Brad- 
laugh (1883), 15 (5ox, C. 0. 217). Several overt acts of treason may be laid in 
one count (Kel. 8). A defendant may bo charged with “ destroying, defacing, 
and injuring” a register {R, v. Bowen (1844), 1 Den. 22). A count charging a 
defendant with “ having used violence to or intimidated ” is bad (R. v. Edmorules 
(1895), 59 J. P. 776) Separate acts of larceny or embezzloment against tho 
same person may, if committed within six months from the first to the last of 
such acts, be joined together in one count (R, v. NjchoJh (1904), 68 J. P. 452, 
C. C. R.) ; but the better course is to charge them in different counts (see R, v. 
Balts (1871), L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 328 ; R, v. Rye (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 155). If 
one material part of an indictment is repugnant to or inconsistent with another 
material part, the whole is void {R. v. Carter (1800), 2 East, P. C. 985 ; R, v. 
Gill (1821), Russ. & Ry. 431 ; R. v. Stevens and Agnew (1804), 5 East, 244 ; R. 
V. Craddock (1850), 2 Den. 31). 

(a) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 24. In an indict- 
ment against a person who has claimed to be tried by a jury under tho Summary 
Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), 8. 17, it is not necessary to aver 
that the claim was made \R. v. Chambers (1 896), 18 Cox, 0. C. 401 ). Every fact and 
circumstance in an indictment which is not a necessary ingredient in the offence 
charged may be treated as surplusage and need not be proved, and any mistake 
in stating such matter is immaterial [R. v. Jones (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 611 ; R. v. 
Holt (1793), 2 Leach, 593 ; R. v. Radley (1849), 1 Den. 450; Ryalls v. R. (1848), 
11 Q. B. 781, Ex. Oh.; R. v. Godfrey (1858), Dears. & B. 426; R. v. Huntley 
(1860), Bell, C. C. 238; R. v. Hodgkiss (1869) L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 212; A.-O, of 
New South Wales v. Macj^ierson (1870), L. E. 3 P, C. 268 ; 7?. v. Paricer (1870), 
L. R. 1 0. 0. E. 225). The words usually inserted at the close of an indict- 
ment “against the peace of our sovereign lord the King” or “ against the 
forms of the statute (or statutes) in such case made and provided ” are surplus- 
age, and their omission will not make an indictment bad (Criminal Procedure 
Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. o. 100), s. 24 ; Castro v. E. (1881), 6 Apn. Oas. 229). So 
as to the words “for our sovereign lord the King” at the beginning of an 
indictment after “The jurors ” (E. v. Turner (1839), 2 Mood. & E. 214). 

(b) E. V. Crighton (1803), Euss. & By. 62- 

fc) E. V. Walker (1834), 6 0. & P. 657 ; but see E. v. Carradice (IHll), Euss. 
& Ey. 205. Matter of inducement or introductory matter in an indictment does 
not need to be stated with the same certainty as matter which is of the essence 
of the offence (E. v. Wright (1671)| 1 Vent. 169; E. v* Bidwell (1847), 1 Den* 
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If more persons than one join together in the commission of an 
offence, they may be indicted for it jointly in one indictment or 
separately in separate indictments (d). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Joinder of Offences, 

665. An indictment may contain one or more counts, and except 
where one of the counts alleges a previous conviction of the defen- 
dant, or where the prosecutor is put to his election on which count 
he will proceed, the defendant may be arraigned and evidence may 
be given on all the counts at the same trial, but for the purposes of 
verdict and judgment each count is to be treated as a separate 
indictment {e). 

Separate offences cannot be alleged in one count of an indict- 
ment (/), but separate treasons, or separate misdemeanours, may 
be lawfully charged in separate counts of the same indictment (^). 

A count for treason or felony cannot be lawfully joined in the 
same indictment with a count for misdemeanour {h). 

In an indictment for high treason different species of treason may 
be joined in different counts (i) ; the same course may be followed in 
an indictment for treason felony (/c). 

At common law there was no legal objection to several different 
felonies being charged in different counts of one indictment (a), but 
it is a well-established rule of practice that, if different felonies, not 
being different ways of describing the same act, are charged in 
separate counts of one indictment, the judge will put the prosecutor 
to his election to proceed and offer evidence on one charge only(i). 

Where the same transaction gives rise to several felonies, or 
where the same act is charged in different counts as constituting 
different crimes, or where the joinder of different felonies is 
expressly authorised by statute, the prosecutor will not be put to 
his election (c). 

222; U,y, Wade (1831), 1 B. & Ad. 861; li, v. Soper (1825), 3 B. & 0. 857; B. 
V. Sainshury (1791), 4 Term Bep. 451 ; B, v. Westley (1859), BeU, 0. 0. 193 ; 

B. V. Jameson, [1896] 2 Q. B. 425). 

(d) B, V. Atkinson (1706), 1 Salk. 382 ; B, v. Trafford (1831), 1 B. & Ad. 874 ; 
Young v. B. (1789), 3 Teim Eep. 98; B, v. Benfield (1793), 2 Burr. 980, 985. 
But two or more persons cannot be jointly indicted for perjury {B, v. Fhilips 
(1731), 2 Stra. 921). As to principals and accessories, see p. 257, ante, 

(c) Latham v. B. (1864), 5 B. & S. 636 ; Caetro v. B, (1881), 6 App. Cas. 229. 
And see p. 334, ante, 

( / ) See n. 340, ante. 

Cv) But the prosecutor may be put to his election in such a case to proceed on 
one or some of such counts. 

{h) Castro V. B. (1881), 6 App. Cas. 244. 

(i) See 2 Chitty, Criminal Law, 67, 73. 

(A;) Ti-eason Felony Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 12), s. 6. 

(a) Castro v. B, (1881h 6 App. Cas. 229, per Lord I3la.okburn, at p. 244. 

(5) lUd,; Young v. B, (1789), 3 Term Bep. 98, 106; B, v. Heywood (1864), 
Le. & Ca. 451 ; a Connell v. B, (1844), 5 State Tr. (k. s.) 1, 784; B, v. Mitchel 
(1848), 6 State Tr. (n. s.) 699, C. C. E. See B, v. Bye (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 
156 ; B, V. Elliott, [1908] 2 K. B. 462, 0. C. A. 

(c) B. V. Egginton (1801), 2 Bos. & P. 508 ; B, v. Dunn (1826), 1 Mood. C. 0. 
146; B, V. Hinley (1843), 2 Mood. & R. 624; B, v. Strange (1837), 8 C. & P. 
172 ; B, V. Trueman (1839), 8 0 & P. 727 ; B, v. Jones (1839), 8 0. & P. 776, 

C. 0. R. ; Campbell v. B, (1846), 11 Q. B. 799 ; B, v. Bleasdale (1848), 2 Car. 
& Kir. 766; R y. Shepherd (1868), L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 118 ; B, r. Firth (1869), 
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The joinder of a count for felony with a count for misdemeanour 
in one indictment makes the indictment bad {d). 

Several different misdemeanours may be charged in different 
counts of the same indictment, but if the charges relate to different 
acts and the joinder of such charges embarrasses the defendant, the 
prosecutor will be put to his election upon which charge he will 
proceed (e). 

Different misdemeanours should not be charged against different 
defendants in one indictment, e,g,, a charge of a conspiracy between 
two persons should not be joined with a charge of a conspiracy 
between one of such two persons and a third person (/). 

If several counts are joined in one indictment, a verdict should be 
taken separately on each count, because if there is a general verdict 
and a general judgment on the whole indictment, and some of the 
counts should be decided to be bad, the whole judgment is vitiated (^). 

Sub-Seot. 3. — Defective Avermenta 

666. Where an offence has been created by statute, or subjected 
to a greater degree of punishment by statute, the indictment is 

L. R 1 C. 0. B. 172 ; i2. v. Henwood (1870), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 626, 0. C. B. See 
li. v. Bye (1909), 2 Cr. App. Bep. 155. If a defendant is charged as an 
accessory before the fact in one count and as accessory after the fact in another 
count to the same felony, the prosecutor will not be put to his election (B. v. 
Blackson (1837), 8 0. & P. 43 ; B, v. Mitchel (1848), 6 State Tr. (N. s.) 699, 620, 
621). A defendant may be charged as principal in the first degree in one count 
and as principal in the second degree in another count (i?. v. Qrav (1835), 7 
0. & P. 164), or as principal in one count and as accessory after the met to the 
same felony in another count (Accessories and Abettors Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. 
0 . 94), s. 3 ; i2. V. Tuffin (1903), Archbold, Criminal Pleading, 23rd ed., 89, where 
B, V. Brannon (1880), 14 Cox, C. C. 394, to the contrary effect, was not followed. 
See also B, v. Austin (1837), 7 C. & P. 796 ; B. v. Hartall (1836), 7 C. & P. 475 ; 
B, V. Wheehr (1835), 7 C. & P. 170; B, v. Pulham (1840), 9 0. & P. 280). A 
count for feloniously receiving stolen property knowing it to be stolen may be 
joined with a count for stealing (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 92) ; 
and the prosecutor cannot in such a case be put to his election {ibid.). But a 
count for stealing certain property ought not to be joined with a count for steal- 
ing the same and other property, and if such counts are joined the prosecutor 
will be put to his election {B. v. Ward (1860), 2 F. & F. 19). As to charging 
different acts of embezzlement and larceny against the same person in one indict- 
ment, see Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 96), ss. 5, 6, 71. As to joining 
different persons as principals and accessories in the same indictment, see 
pp. 257, 258, ante, 

{d) The challenges and the incidents of the trial are not the same in felony 
and misdemeanour, and felony and misdemeanour cannot be tiied together 
{Castro V. B. (1881), 6 App. Oas. 229, per Lord Blaokbxjen, at p. 244). But if 
an indictment contains a count for felony and a count for misdemeanour, and 
the prisoner is convicted of either the felony or the misdemeanour and acquitted 
of the other charge, the conviction is good {B. v. Ferguson (185d)r Dears. 0. 0. 
427 ; B, V. t/bnea (1839), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 94). 

(e) Young v. B. (1789), 3 Term Bep. 98, 105, 106; B. v. Kingston (1806), 8 
East, 41 ; B. v. Jones (1809), 2 Camp. 131 ; B, v. Johnson (1815), 3 M. & S. 539 ; 
B, V. Towle (1816), Buss. & By. 314 ; B. v. Murphy (1837), 8 0. & P. 297 ; B, 
v. Bassett (1843), 1 CJox, 0. 0. 61 ; B, v. Fussell (1848), 6 State Tr. (k. s.) 723 ; 
B, V. Braun (1862), 9 Cox, 0. 0. 284 ; B. v. Barry (1865), 4 F. & F. 389; II. v. 
Burch (1865), 4 F. & F. 407 ; Castro v. B. (1881), 6 App. Cas. 229, 245 ; B. v. 
King, [1897] 1 Q. B, 214, 216, 0. 0. B. ^ „ 

(/) 1 Ohitty, Criminal Law, 254 ; B. v. Kingston (1806), 8 East, 41 ; B. ▼. 
Warren, Times, October 31, 1907, p. 2 ; Boscoe, Criminal Evidence, 13th ed., 363. 

{g) See (yC<mndl v B, (1844 , 6 State Tr. (N. s.) 1. 
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Sbot.S. 

Fonnof 

Indict- 

ments. 


Amendment. 


sufficient after verdict if it describes the oflfence in the words of the 
statute (ft). 

If an averment in an indictment for such an offence is imperfectly 
stated and the jury find a verdict of guilty, and if it appears to the 
court that the verdict could not have been found without proof of 
the averment, then the defective averment is cured by verdict (i). 

After verdict a defective averment in one count of an indictment 
may be aided by reference to another count (.;*). 

But the verdict will not cure the total omission of an essential 
averment (&). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Amendment , 

667. At common law an indictment could not be amended 
except by the grand jury that found it(Z). Limited powers to 
amend indictments in cases of misnomer have been conferred by 
statute (m) on the court which tries the indictment. Further 
powers of amendment have been conferred by statute (n) in case 
of a variance between any matter in writing or print produced 
in evidence and the recital or setting forth of such matter in 
the indictment (o). Further powers of amendment have been 
conferred by statute (p) as regards any variance between the 
statement in an indictment for felony or misdemeanour and 
the evidence offered in proof of the statement in the name of 
any county or place mentioned in the indictment ; in the name or 
description of any person or persons or body politic or corporate 
stated to be the owner or owners of any property which is the subject 
of any offence charged, or to be injured, or intended to be injured, 
by the commission of such offence ; or in the Christian name or 
surname or both the Christian name and surname or other descrip- 
tion of any person or persons named or described in the indict- 
ment; or in the name or description of any matter or thing, or 


(h) Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 21. See R, v. Barton (1826), 
1 Mood. C. 0. 141 ; R. v. Turner (1829), 1 Mood. 0. C. 239 ; R, v. Warshaner 
(1836), 1 Mood. 0. 0. ^166; R, v. Ryan (1837), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 15; R, v. Martin 
(1838), 8 Ad. & El. 481 ; R, v. Bent (1845), 1 Den. 157 ; Hamilton v. R. (1846), 
9 Q. B. 271 ; Douglas v. R, (1847), 13 Q. B. 74 ; R, v. Bowen (18-i9), 13 Q. B. 
790 ; R, V. Rowlands (1851), 2 Den. 364 ; Nash v. R, (1864), 4 B. & S. 935 ; 
R. V. Harvey (1871), L. R. 1 C. 0. R. 284; R, v. Goldsmith (1873), L. R. 2 
0. 0. R. 74 ; Heymann v. R, (1873), L. R. 8 Q. B. 102 ; Taylor v. R., [1895] 1 
Q. B. 25. 

{i) Heymann v. R, (1873), L. R. 8 Q. B. 102 ; R, v. Goldsmith (1873), L. R. 2 
0. 0. R. 74 ; R. v. Aspinall (1876), 2 Q. B. D. 48, 0. A. ; R. v. Stroulger (1886), 
17 Q. B. D. 327, 0. 0. R. ; Taylor y. R., [1895] 1 Q. B. 25. 

(y) R. V. Waters (1848), 1 Den. 366 ; R. v. Waverton {Inhalitants) (1851), 17 
Q. B. 562. 

(A) Arohbold, Criminal Pleading, 23rd ed., 85. 

\l) R. V. Wilkes (1770), 19 State Tr. 1075, at pp. 1120-1121. 

(m) Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, o. 64), s. 19, This statute also gave 
power to amend a wrong ** addition” or “ want of addition,” but want of or 
imperfection in the “addition” of a defendant is now immateiial (Criminal 
Procedure Act, 1861 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 24). 

(n) Criminal Procedure Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. a 46), s. 4. 

(o) Ibid. ; applied to quarter sessions by the Quarter Sessions Act, 1849 (12 & 13 
Viot. c. 45), s. 10. 

(p) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Yioi c. 100), s. 1. 
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in the ownership of any property named or described in the S18OT.2. 
indictment (a). of 

If there is such variance, and the court which tries the indictment Indict- 

considers that it is not material to the merits of the case and that ments. 

the defendant cannot be prejudiced in his defence on such merits 
by an amendment, the court may order the indictment to be 
amended according to the proof, and the trial is to proceed as if 
the indictment had originally been in the form in which it is after 
the amendment has been made (a). 

The only court which can exercise the power of amendment is the 
court that tries the indictment (b). 

Sect. 8. — Finding of an Indictment by a Grand Jury. 

668. A bill of indictment is generally drawn for the assizes by Drafting of 
the clerk of indictments, and for quarter sessions by the clerk of the 
peace, but in cases of difficulty it is drawn by counsel (c). ^ 


(a) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), es. 1, 2, 3. 
The amendment must be made before the case goes to the jury {R. v. 
Frost (1855), Dears. 0. C. 474 ; R. v. Larkin (1854), Dears. 0. 0. 365 ; R. v, 
Fullarton (1853), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 194; R. v. Rymes (1853), 3 Car. & Kir. 326). 
When an amendment has been made, the amendment cannot be amended, and the 
original indictment cannot be reverted to in its unamended fonn (R, v. Barnes 
(1866), L. H. 1 C. 0. It, 45 ; A. v. Pritchard (1861), Le. & Ca. 34). The followii^ 
are instances where indictments can be amended : JS. v. Westley (1859), Bell, 0. C. 
193 (erroneous and unnecessaiy statement of time of passing of an Act of Parlia- 
ment) ; R. V. Sturge (1851), 3 D. & B. 734 (misdescription of one of the termini 
of a footway) ; R. v. Sutton (1877), 13 Cox, 0. C. 648 (misdescription of occupa- 
tion of field) ; R. v. Vincent (1852), 2 Den. 464, and R. v. Marks (1866), 10 Cox, 
0. C. 367 (misdescription of ownership of stolen property and see R, v. Murray ^ 
[1906] 2 K. B. 385, 0. C. E. ; R, v. Gumhle (1872), L. R. 2 0. 0. B. 1 
(misdescription of stolen propert}’) ; R. v. Neville (1862), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 69 (mis- 
description of property destroyed) ; R, v. (1868), L. B. 1 0. 0. B. 122 

(misdescription of tribunal before which perjury is alleged to have been 
committed) ; R. v. Tymms (1870), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 645 (amendment of description 
of summons on the hearing of which perjury was alleged to have been 
committed) ; R. v. Welton (1862), 9 Cox, C. 0. 297 (failure to prove alleged 
name of child murdered) ; R, v. Byers (1907), 71 J. P. 205 (misdescription in name 
of child in respect of whose funeral a false pretence was alleged to have been made). 
See R. V. Winch (1855), 6 Cox, C. 0. 623 ; R, v. Smith (1868), 1 F. & P. 36 ; R, 
V. Dukinfield (Inhahitants) (1863), 4 B. & S. 158. But an amendment will not 
be made when the effect of the amendment would be to alter the nature or 
quality of the crime charged, or to substitute a charge of one offence for another 
{R. V. Benson, [1908] 2 K. B. 270, C. 0. B.), or to alter a felony into a mis- 
demeanour (B. V. Wright (1860), 2 F. & F. 320), or a misdemeanour into a felony 
(7?. V. Shott (1851), 3 Oar. & Kir. 206), or to substitute a different allegation of 
false pretences from that set out in the indictment (/?. v. Bailey (1852), 6 Oox, 
C. 0. 29), or to add an essential averment, e,g., “with intent to defraud,” the 
omission of which makes the indictment bad {R. v. James (1871), 12 Oox, 0. 0. 
127) ; see, too, R. v. Lallemmt (1853), 6 Cox, C. 0. 204 ; R, v. Davison (1855), 
7 Oox, 0. 0. 1 58 ; R. v. Qamham (1861), 8 Cox, 0. 0. 461 ; R, v. Robinson (1864), 
4 F. & F. 43. As to amending a coroner’s inquisition, see Coroners Act, 1887 
(50 & 61 Viet. c. 71), s. 20; and R. v. Great Western Rail, Co, {Directors) (1888), 
20 Q. B. D. 410. 

(5) R, V. Great Western Rail, Co. {Directors) (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 410, 

(c) The fee of the clerk of indictments or clerk of the peace for drawmg an 
indictment in a case of felony is limited to two shillings, see stat. 10 W^U 3i 
0 . 12, sa. 7, 8. 
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It is engrossed on parchment, and the names of the witnesses 
whom it is intended to examine before the grand jury are indorsed 
on it (d). 

669. A bill of indictment does not become an indictment till it 
has been presented to and found by a grand jury. The bill must 
be found by at least twelve grand jurors, and the practice is to call 
twenty-three (e). They are called and sworn immediately after the 
opening of the court (/), and the presiding judge charges them as to 
the bills of indictment which are to be laid before them ; in most cases 
these bills relate to charges into which the examining justices have 
already inquired and with respect to which depositions have been 
taken. The presiding judge advises the grand jury whether the 
evidence in reference to any particular bill as disclosed in those 
depositions is sufficient to constitute a primd facie case against the 
accused, and advises them, if it does, to return a true bill, and, if 
it does not, to throw out the bill. 

670. The grand jury, having been charged, retire to a private 
room, and the bills are laid before them (g). 

The witnesses in support of each bill are sworn by the foreman or 
any other member of the grand jury acting on his behalf. 

As each witness is sworn and examined, the foreman writes his 
initials against the name of such witness indorsed on the bill {h). 


(d) An indictment must be in English. As to the form of indictments, see 

р. 334, ante. 

(e) 2 Hale, P. 0. 161 ; Ji. v. Clyncard (1599), 2 Oro. Eliz. 654. There cannot 
be more than twenty- three (2 Burr. 1088 ; R. v. Marsh (1837), 6 Ad. & El. 236, 
241). As to the qu^fication etc. of grand jurors, see title Juries. 

(/) As to objections to a grand juror, see 2 Hale, P. C. 155 ; 2 Hawk. P. 0., 

с. 25, s. 16 ; i2. v. Lewis (1679), 7 State Tr. 250 ; B. v. Sheaves (1798), 27 State 
Tr. 255, 267 ; R. v. Jackson (1795), 25 State Tr. 783, 887. 

(^r) Neither counsel nor solicitor for the prosecution is admitted to the room. 
At the Central Criminal Court no person, other than the witnesses, is 
allowed to enter the grand jury rooms, except by written order of the 
clerk of the court or his deputy (Eiiles, December 12, 1892, r.6). The practice 
was formerly different ; see Trials of ike Regicides (1660), 5 State Tr. 972 ; R, v. 
Shaftesbury {Earl) (1681), 8 State Tr. 771; and Grand Juries Act, 1856 (19 & 20 
Yict. c. 54, s. 2 ), 

(h) Grand Juries Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 54), ss. 2 3; R. v. Dickinson 
(1819), Euss. & Ey, 401. The provisions as to indorsing and initialling the 
names of the witnesses are, it seems, only directory {O'Connell v. R. (1844), 
11 Cl. & Pin. 155, 405, H. L.). ^ An improper mode of swearing the witnesses 
before a grand jury will not vitiate the indictment {R. v. Russdl (1842), Car. & 
M. 247 ; R. v. BvRard (1872), 12 Cox, C. C. 353; OWonnell v. E., supra). 
A grand jury may i^sent an indictment on their own knowledge and with- 
out any evidence (5. v. Russell, supra ; R, v. Bullard, supra). If a witness 
who has been examined before the examining justices is de^ or ill, his deposi- 
tion may be read before the grand ju^ without proof of the facts evidence of 
which is required by the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Yict. o. 42), 
6. 17 {R. V. Clients (1851), 2 Den. 251 ; R. v. BulUird (1872), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 353 ; 
R. V. GerranaT 1876), 13 Cox,0. 0. 158 ; R. v. Lynch (1902), Arohbold, Criminal 
Pleading, 28rd. ed., 100). Some judges, however, have required such evidence 
to be given before a deposition can be read before the grand jury {R. v. Philips 
fl858), 1 F. & F. 105; B. v. WiUm (1874), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 622; R. v. Beaver 
{1866), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 274; compare R. v. Rendle (1861), 11 Cox, C. 0. 209). The 
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A witness who refuses to be sworn is punishable for contempt of 
court (t). 

671. If a majority of the jury, consisting of twelve at least, think 
that there is probable evidence ** in support of the offence charged 
in a bill, the words True bill are indorsed on the indictment, which 
is then said to be ** found.’* If they think there is not such evidence, 
the words “No true bill” are to be indorsed on the indictment, 
which is then said to be “ignored.” In each case the foreman 
should write his signature on the back of the bill {k). 

When one or more bills have been so indorsed, the foreman, 
accompanied by some of the grand jurors, returns into court with 
the bills that have been found or ignored and delivers them to the 
clerk of the court (Z). 

The clerk of the court, addressing the grand jury, then says, 
“ Gentlemen of the grand jury, you find a true bill” (or “ no true 

bill ”) against for (the offence charged, e,g, murder, larceny 

etc., or, if it is a misdemeanour, “for a misdemeanour”) (m). 

If any more bills remain to be considered, the grand jury return 
to their room and proceed with the consideration of the other bills 
and present them in the manner above described, either singly or 
in batches. 

672. When all the bills have been dealt with, the grand jury 
either make some presentment on some matter of public concern, or 
present that they “ find nothing presentable except that which they 
have before presented ” ; thereupon the presiding judge discharges 
them from further attendance, and after this no more bills can be 
found at that session of the court (w). 


grand jury cannot hear witnesses for the defence, and neither the defendant nor 
the wife or husband of the defendant can give evidence before them under the 
Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 36) (It, v. Ithodedf [1899] 1 Q. B, 
77, 0. 0. E.). A witness who gives false evidence before a grand jury is 
indictable for perjury. Evidence to prove such perjury must be given by 
persons present at the time, e,(j.j other witnesses (B. v. Hughes (1844), 1 Car. & 
Kir . 519), but not by any of the grand jurors, as they cannot give evidence of 
what passes in the grand jury room (B. v, Hughes^ supra; B, v. Marsh (1837), 
6 Ad. & El. 236, 237) ; but see 1 Chitty, Criminal Law, 317. 

(t) B. V. Preston (L<yrd) (1691), 1 Salk. 278. 

(k) 2 Hale, P. 0. 157. The signature of the foreman is not essential (B, v. 
Sidoli (1833), 1 Lew. 0. 0. 55. 

U) B, V. Thompson (1846), 1 Cox, 0. C. 268. 

(m) A bill which has been thrown out may be again preferred to the same 
grand jury during the same assizes or sessions (B, v. SimmonUt (1813), 1 Cox, 
0 0. 30 ; B, V. Newton (1843), 2 Mood. & E. 503) ; but see B, v. Humphreys 
(1842), Car. &M. 601 ; B. y. Austin (1850), 4 Cox, O.C, 385. In practice a bill is 
only preferred again to the same grand ju^ by the direction of the judge. A 
fresh bill may be preferred at the next assizes or sessions, unless a time limit 
prevents (see B, v. KiUminster (1835), 7 C. & P. 228). If a bill is ig;nored, the 
defendant may, if he is in custody, be detained until the grand jury are dis- 
charged, and then, if no fresh bill has been found against mm, he is entitled to 
be discharged (/?. v. Simmonitet sttpra), 

(n) But the grand jury, though formally dischar^, may, if they have 
neither left the precincts of the court nor separated, be recalled and charged 
urith other bill9 (■^* v. Holloway (1839), 9 C. & P. 43). 
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673 . A grand jury may at the same court, subject to the 
provisions of the Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859, return any 
number of indictments against the same person (o). If an indict - 
ment contains more than one count, they may find a true bill on 
one or more counts and no true bill on others (p). If two persons 
are jointly indicted, the grand jury may find a true bill as to one 
and no true bill as to the other {q). If a person is indicted for 
murder, they may find a true bill for manslaughter. They cannot 
return a true bill as to part of a count or of an indictment which 
contains only one count and no true bill as to the other part (r). 
A conditional or inconsistent finding is void (s). They cannot ignore 
a bill on the ground of the insanity of the defendant (a). 


Grand jury 
at quarter 
sessions 
finding bill 
which must 
be tried at 
assizes. 

Immunity of 
grand jury. 

Caption. 


674 . The grand jury at quarter sessions may find bills which 
the quarter sessions cannot try (Z>). Such bills, when found, should 
be transmitted by order of quarter sessions to the assizes for trial, 
or may be removed by the judge of assize by certiorari (c). 

The members of a grand jury are not liable to be sued or 
prosecuted for anything done by them with reference to the 
discharge of their duties (d). 

676 . At each sessions or assizes there is one caption which is 
prefixed to each indictment (e). The caption is no part of the 
indictment itself, but is only a copy of the style of the court at 
which the indictment is found (/). It is a formal statement of the 
proceedings, describing the court before which the indictment was 
found, the time and place where it was found, and the jurors by 
whom it was found. A defendant in a case of high treason is 
entitled to a copy of it in the first instance after the finding of the 
indictment It is also annexed to the return to a writ of 
certiorari. On the caption may be grounded an objection that an 
indictment has not been properly found Qi), 


(o) 22 & 23 Viet. 0 . 17, s. I ; see ante. As to two indictments in respect of the 
same facts, see 1 Chitty, Criminal Law, 316 ; R. v. Button (1833), 1 Mood. & R 
297. 

ip) R, V. Fieldhov^e (1775), 1 Cowp. 326. 

\q) R, V. Cholmley (1636), Cro. Car. 464. But if A. and B. are indicted for 
conspiracy, and there is no other party to the conspiracy alleged, the grand jury 
cannot find a true bill against A. and no true bill against B. ; they must find 
either a true bill against both or no true bill (see p. 264, ante), 

(r) 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 26, s. 2 ; R v. Ford (1607), Yelv. 99 ; R, v. Serjant (1669), 
1 Sid. 414 ; Anon, (1684), 1 Leon. 287. 

(e) R, V. Cromwdl (Lord) (1602), Yelv. 16 ; R,y. Powle (1618), 2 Boll. Eep. 62. 

(а) E, V. Eodgee (1838), 8 C. & P. 196. 

(б) See Quarter Bessions Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viot. c. 38), s. 2 ; 72. v. Allum 
(1846), 2 Cox, C. C. 62; E, v. Atkinson (1784), 1 Wms. Saund., 6th ed., 
249, n. As to the offences which quarter sessions cannot try, see p. 268, ante, 

(c) B, V. Wetherell (1819), Buss. & By. 381 ; B, v. Wildman (1872), 12 Cox, 
G. C. 364 ; Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet c. 38), s. 2 ; Assizes Belief 
Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. o. 12), s. 6. 

(d) Floyd V. Barker (1607), 12 Co. Bep. 23 ; Macclesfield (Earl) v. Starkey 
(1684), 10 State Tr. 1329, 1413. 

'«) B, V. Marsh (1837), 6 Ad. & EL 236, per Coleridgb, J., at p. 248. 

'/ ) 1 Ohitty, Criminal Law, 326. 

(g) See B, y. Jackson (1796), 25 State Tr. 783, at p. 883 ; see p. 466, post, 

(h) 1 Ohitty, Criminal Law, 326 ; B, v. Marshy supra, llie caption wa^ 
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Sect. 4. — Certiorari. 

676. A a indictmeiit or presentment found by any court may be 
removed into the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice 
by a writ of certiorari issuing out of that court. The object of the 
removal is to obtain a trial at bar or before the justices of assize or 
at the sittings of the High Court of Justice in London or Middlesex 
or to quash the indictment or presentment (i). 

The writ of certiorari is demandable as of right by the Attorney- 
General acting on behalf of the Crown {k), and it seems that it is 
demandable as of right in the case of an indictment against a body 
corporate which is not authorised to appear by solicitor in the 
court in which the indictment is preferred®. In other cases an 
indictment will not be removed into the King’s Bench Division for 
trial, either at the instance of the prosecutor or of the defendant, 
unless the party applying for the removal shows to the satisfaction 
of the court that a fair and impartial trial of the case cannot be had 
in the court below, or that some question of law of more than usual 
difficulty and importance is likely to arise upon the trial, or that a 
special jury or a view of the premises in respect whereof any 
indictment is prefer;red may be required for a satisfactory trial of 
the case in a county other than that in which the indictment is 
preferred {m). 

An indictment may also be removed by certiorari into the Central 
Criminal Court (n). 

677. On an order for the issue of the writ of certiorari being 
made, and on the necessary recognisance being entered into and 
lodged with the clerk of the peace or clerk of assize who has custody 
of the indictment, all proceedings upon the indictment in the court 
below are stayed (o). A return is then made to the writ by indorsing 
on the writ a memorandum signed and sealed by one of the persons 
to whom the writ is addressed and by returning the writ to the 
Crown Office with the indictment and other documents ordered to be 
returned (p). 

If an indictment has been removed by certiorari before trial into 
the King’s Bench Division and remains there, it is usually tried 
at the assizes or in the King’s Bench Division in the same way as 
a civil action ; but an order may be made by the King’s Bench 


formerly annexed to the indictment in proceedings in error, but thc^so proceed- 
ings are now abolished ; see p. 433, post, 

(i) Short and Mellor, Practice of the Crown OflBce, 2nd ed., 13; Judicature 
Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 34 ; and title CiiowN PiiAcrncE. As to the 
removal of indictments found at quarter sessions, see Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 
(5 & 6 Viet. 0. 38), s. 2, and Central Criminal Court Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, 
c. 36), 8. 16. 

(k) R. V. Eaton (1787), 2 Term Eep. 89 ; R, v. Thomas (1815), 4 M. & S. 442 ; 
R. V. Lewis (1769), 4 Burr. 2456, at p. 2458. ; see Cumberland {Inhabitants) v. R, 
(1803), 3 Bos. & P. 354, H. L. 

! l) See p. 266, ante, 
m) See title Ceown Peaotioe. 
n) See title Crown Peactiob. 
o) See R, v. Battams 1 East, 298* 

p) See title Crown Peactice. 
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Division, or in vacation by a judge in chambers, that the trial shall 
take place at the Central Criminal Court (j). 

678. The removal of an indictment by certiorari into the King’s 
Bench Division does not change the venue, and unless an order is 
made changing the venue, or unless the Attorney-General, prosecuting 
on behalf of the Crown, demands a trial at bar, the in^ctment will 
be tried at the civil side of the assizes for the county where the 
indictment was found (r). If an indictment is removed from the 
Central Criminal Court to the King’s Bench Division, the writ of 
cei'tiorari must specify the county or jurisdiction in which the 
indictment is to be tried, and a jury must be summoned and the 
trial must proceed in the same manner as if the indictment had 
originally been found in that county or jurisdiction (a). 

In other cases where an indictment has been removed by certiorari, 
an application to change the venue must be made to the divisional 
court of the King’s Bench Division during the sittings or in vacation 
to a judge in chambers (a). 

679. If an indictment has been removed by certiorari into the 
King’s Bench Division, the Attorney-General, if prosecuting on 
behalf of the Crown, has the right to demand a trial at bar, that is, 
a trial before at least three judges of that division (&). A trial for 
treason committed abroad under 35 Hen. 8, c. 2, s. 1, is tried at bar 
without any application by the Attorney-General (c). 

Sect. 5 . — Nolle Prosequi, 

680. Proceedings on an indictment may be stayed at any time 
after the finding of the indictment and before judgment by the entry 
of a nolle prosequi (d), which can only be entered by the authority 


M See title Crown Practice. 

(r) Crown Office Exiles, 1906, r. 14 ; see 2 Co. Inst. 424 ; 6 Hen. 8, c. 6 
(1514—6). 

(«) Crown Office Eules, 1906, r. 18 ; R, v. Castro (1874), L. E. 9 Q. B. 350, 355. 
If an indictment for an offence committed out of tne jurisdiction of the Central 
Criminal Coi^t is removed under the Central Criminal Court Act, 1856 (19 & 20 
Viet, c. 16), into that court for trial, the removal operates ipso facto as a change 
of venue to that court. 

(a) See title Crown Praotiob, The court has power to change the venue 
both in felony and in misdemeanour, but only exercises it in two cases — (1) where 
it is shown that a fair and impartial trial cannot be had in the county or other 
jurisdiction where the venue is laid (see R. v. D(yught(m, \l%^6] 2 I. K 386; R, 
V. Barrett (1870). 4 I. E. 0. L. 285; R, v. Fay (1872), 6 L E. C. L. 436 ; R, v. 
Patent Eureka and Sanitary Manure Co,, Ltd, (1865), 13 L. T. 365; R. v. 
Dann (1847), 11 Jur. 287 ; R, V. Holdm (1833), 5 B. & Ad. 347 ; R, v. Hunt (1820). 
3 B. & Aid. 444 ; B, v. Penprase (1833), 4 B. & Ad. 673 ; R, v. Fawle (1726), 2 
Ld, Eaym. 1452) ; (2) when it appears necessary that the jury should have a 
view of premises situate in a different county from that in which the indictment 
is prefeiTed {R, v. Sheldon (1875), 32 L. T. 27 ; R, v. Oyde (1908), 72 J. P. 504) ; 
see Short and Mellor, Practice of the Crown Office, 2nd ed., 106—107. 

(5) R. V. Hales (1728), 2 Stra. 816; B, v. Castro (1874), L. B. 9 Q. B. 350 ; 
Dixon v. Farrer (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 668 ; see E. v. Jameson, [1896] 2 Q. B. 425, 
at p. 431, n. ; Crown Office Eules, 1906, rr. 150 — 165. 

(c) E,g,, R, V. Lynch, [1903] 1 K. B. 444. 

(a) As to the form of an entry of a noUe prosequi, see Crown Office Exiles, 
1906, Appendix, No. 120; Short and Mellor, Practice of the Grown Office* 
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of the Attorney -General (e). The effect of this is that all proceedings sbot. s. 
on the indictment are stayed, and the defendant, if he is in custody, Nolle 
is discharged, but may be indicted afresh on the same charge. Prosequi. 


Part V. — Trial of Indictments. 

Sect. 1. — Proceedings before Plea. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Appearance. 

681 . If an indictment has been found against a defendant and Appearance 
he is in custody, he is placed at the bar in the dock (/). If he has defendant, 
been bound over to appear, he is called upon to surrender, and if he 
surrenders, he takes his place in the dock, unless he has been 
allowed by favour of the court in the case of a misdemeanour to 
appear by attorney {g). 

If the defendant has been bound over and does not surrender, his Proceedinga 
recognisances and those of his bail, if bail has been required, may 
be estreated by the written order of the presiding judge (fe), and appear! 
a bench warrant may be issued for his arrest (i). 


2Dd ed., 553. A nolle prosequi may be entered as against one of two or more 
defendants who are jointly indicted to enable one such defendant to give evidence 
for the Crown against his co-defendants. For form of the Attorney- GeneraPs 
fiat to enter a nolle prosequi in such a case, see Arohbold, Criminal Pleading, 
23rd ed., 139. As to entry of the verdict, see R. v. Hempstead (1818), Euss. & 
Ey. 344. 

(e) R, v. Dunn (1843), 1 Car. & Kir. 730. 

(/) He ought to be brought to the bar without irons or other restraint, 
unless there is a danger of escape or violence (see 2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28^ s. 1 ; 
1 Chitty, Criminal I.aw, 417 ; and B, v. Brazier (1899), Archbold, Criminal 
Pleading, 23rd ed., 181), 

(^) B. V. .Eacon (1664), 1 Lev. 146. In cases of indictment against a cor- 
poration aggregate the corporation pleads by attorney, but, owing to the diffi- 
culty of enforcing the appearance of a corporation, an indictment against a 
corporation is generally removed to the civil side of the assizes or to the King^s 
Bench Division [R. v. Birmingham and Gloucester Rail. Co. (1842), 3 Q,, B. at 
p. 233 ; R. V. Manchester Corporation (1857), 7 E. & B. 458 ; Comer’s Crown 
Practice, 63; Crown Oflfico Eules, 1906, r. 13). In case of an indictment which 
is found in the King’s Bench Division or has been removed there or to the civil 
side of the assizes, if the charge is one of treason or felony, the defendant must 
appear personally in court to plead, unless he has obtained the permission of the 
court to plead by a solicitor (Crown Office Eules, 1906, r, 121). If the charge is 
one of misdemeanour, or if the defendant on a charge of treason or felony has 
obtained leave to plead by a solicitor, the defendant may' enter a written plea 
(Short and Mellor, Practice of the Crown Office, 2nd ed., JOOb As to prisoners 
standing in the dock, see R. v. Horne Tooke (1794), 25 State Tr, 1, 12 R. v. St. 
Georoe (1840), 9 0. & P. 483; R. v. Douglas (1841), Car. & M. 193; R. v. 
Zulueta (1843), 1 Oar. & Kir. 216. A defendant in mi^emeanour who is conduct- 
ing his own defence may after arraignment by special permission of the 
leave the dock and take a seat at the table of the court. After he has once jdeaded, 
his presence is not indispensably necessary (seei?. v. Carlile (1834), 6 0. & P. 
636). For instances of trials proceeding in the absence of a prisoner, see v. 
Berry (1897), 104 L. T. Jo. 110 ; R. v. Castro (1873), Shorthand Notes, III., 2328 
(53rd oay). 

(/i) Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 31. 

(i) 1 Chitty, Criminal Law, 339. H the defendant is not m cusMj and hw 
not been bound over to appear, on a production of a certificate of the finding of the 
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682. If the defendant is ill and unable to take his place in the 
dock, the trial, unless the indictment is in the King’s Bench 
Division, cannot proceed (/c). 

683. Both prosecutor and defendant are entitled to have counsel 
to appear on their behalf to conduct the prosecution and the 
defence respectively ( 1 ). 

It is the invariable practice at the assizes and the Central 
Criminal Court, and at most courts of quarter sessions, for the 
prosecution to be conducted by counsel (m). 

A defendant, if he wishes and if he has the means, may be 
assisted by solicitor and counsel, or may instruct counsel from the 
dock directly (n). 

684. If a defendant’s means are insufificient to enable him to 
obtain legal aid, and if it appears from the nature of the defence set 
up by him as disclosed in the evidence given or statement made 
before the committing justices that it is desirable in the interests 
of justice that he should have legal aid, the committing justices 
upon the committal of the defendant for trial and the judge of a 
court of assize or a chairman of a court of quarter sessions or a 
recorder at any time after reading the depositions, may certify that 
the prisoner ought to have legal aid, and thereupon the defendant 
is entitled to have a solicitor and counsel assigned to him ; if a 
solicitor is assigned, he instructs counsel and procures any evidence 
required on the prisoner’s behalf (o). 


indictment for the offence, the defendant may be arrested on a warrant issued 
by any justice or justices of the county or place in which the offence is alleged to 
have been committed or in which the person indicted resides or is, or is supposed 
or suspected to be. On the person being brought before the justice or justices 
of the place where the warrant was issued the justices, on proof that he is the 
person named in the indictment, may without further inquiry or examination 
commit him for trial or admit him to bail (Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 
Viet. 0 . 42), 8. 3). In indictments for the non-repair or obstruction of highways, 
bridges etc. the defendants are generally allowed to appear by attorney. In such 
a case they do not take their places in the dock to plead orally, but plead in 
writing (see Archbold, Criminal Pleading, 23rd ed., 179). 

(k) See B. v. Diven'yhouse (1847), 2 Cox, C. C. 446. If a prisoner has been 
committed for trial and it appears to any two members of the visiting committee 
of the prison in which the piisoner is awaiting his trial that he is insane, they 
are to call to their assistance two legally qualified medical practitioners, and 
such members of the committee and practitioners are to examine the prisoner 
and inquire into his sanity, and after such examination and inquiry may certify 
in writing that he is insane ; on a prisoner being so certified to be insane a 
Secretary of State may remove such prisoner to a lunatic asylum and order him 
to be detained there, until he is remitted to prison or discharged (Criminal 
Lunatics Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 64), s. 2 (1), (3) ; and see s, 16, definition of 
“ prisoner”). 

(Q Formerly counsel were not allowed to appear for defendants on a charge 
of felony except to argue points of law for them, but the law was altered as to 
treason by the Treason Act, 1695 (7 & 8 Will. 3, c. 3), s. 1, and as to felony by 
the Trials for Felony Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 114), s. 1. A point of law in 
favour of a defendant may be suggested to the court or argued by counsel who 
is not instructed in the case, or by anyone else acting as amicus curias (see 
Lilhume^B Trial (1649), 4 State Tr. 1270, 1306 ; R, v. Batcfiffe (17-16^ 18 State Tr. 
430, 436 ; 1 Chitty, Criminal Law, 408 ; Faulkner v. i?., [1905] 2 K. B. 76. 

i m) See p. 363, post; and title Babkisters, Vol. IL, p. 373. 
n) See title Barristers, Vol. II., p. 389. 

p) Poor Prisoners Defence Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, o. 38), s. 1. See rules made 
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Sub-Sect. 2. — Arraignment. 

685. If the defendant appears in the doek, he is called upon 
by name and told to hold up his hand(p), and he is then 
arraigned by the officer of the court. The arraignment consists 
of reading over the indictment, or the material parts or an 
abstract of it, and asking the accused whether he is guilty or not 
guilty (5). 

686. If the defendant on being arraigned stands mute and does 
not answer, the court directs a jury to be impanelled from the panel 
or any persons present and sworn to try the issue whether he is 
mute of malice or by the visitation of God(r). 

If the defendant has counsel, his counsel may address the jury 
and call witnesses to prove that he is mute by the visitation of 
God ( b ). 

If the jury find that the defendant is mute of malice, the court 
may order the proper officer to enter a plea of not guilty on the 
defendant’s behalf, and the plea so entered will have the same effect 
as if he had actually pleaded it (a). 

If the jury find that the defendant is mute by the visitation of 
God, the jury may be resworn to try if he is fit to plead ; if the 
defendant can communicate by signs, and there is anyone who 
can interpret the signs to the court, or if the defendant can read 
and write, the jury should be directed to find that he is able to 
plead, and the defendant can then be arraigned and can answer by 
signs or by means of writing (6). 


under the Act, 13th May, 1904, Statutory Eules and Orders, 1904, p. 123. A 
defendant may also obtain permission to defend in formd pauperis and, if he 
obtains such permission, may have counsel assigned to him (1 Chitty, Criminal 
Law, 412), but this course is rarely adopted. 

(l?) The holding up the hand is a mere ceremony to show the court who the 
prisoner is (see Lilhurnt^s Trial (1649), 4 State Tr. 1270, at p. 1289; Stajfford^s 
{Lord) Trial (1680), 7 State Tr. 1294, 1656). 

(q) If an indictment* contains a count which alleges merely a previous con- 
viction, the defendant is not to be arraigned on that count until after he has 

E leaded guilty or has been convicted ; if he is arraigned on such a coimt without 
aving pleaded guilty or having been convicted and is afterwards tried without 
a fresh arraignment and is convicted, the conviction is bad (Larceny Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet, c. 96), s. 116; Faulkner v. J?., [1905] 2 K. B. 76). 

(r) E. V. Jones (1773), 1 Leach, 102 ; 1 Chitty, Criminal Law, 424. 

(«) Re V. Roberts (1816), Carrington, Supplement to Criminal Law, 67. 

(a) Criminal Law Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 28), s. 2. In a case where the 
jury found a verdict that the defendant stood mute of malice Lrle, J., refused 
to assign counsel to the defendant, as he had no authority to do so, and as the 
defendant’s assent could not in the circumstances be given (E. v. Yscuado (1854), 
6 Cox, C. 0. 386). A plea of not guilty may be entered under the Criminal Law 
Act, 1827, if a defendant refuses to mead on the ground that the court has no 
jurisdiction (R. v. Bernard (1868), 1 F. & F. 240), or on the ground that he has 
already pleaded to an indictment for the same offence and has been tried before 
a court that had no jurisdiction to try the offence {R. v. Bitton (1833), 6 
0. & P. 92). 

(5) Be V. Jone$ (1773), 1 Leach, 102; R, Thompson (1827), 2 Lew. 0. 0. 
137. 


Sbot. 1. 
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Skot, 1. 687. If the jury find that the defendant is not able to plead, the 

Proceedings jury are again resworn to try whether he is sane or not, and they 
before should be directed that, if they are satisfied that the defendant from 
fbe defect of his faculties has not intelligence enough to understand 
Trial of issue the nature of the proceedings against him, they ought to find him 
If defendant not sane. If the jury find that the defendant is not sane, then the 
is sane or not. judge ^ay order him to be detained during the King’s pleasure (c). 

If they find that he is sane, and the charge is one of mis- 
demeanour, his counsel may plead not guilty for him and the trial 
can proceed ; but if the charge is one of felony, the proper course 
would seem to be to adjourn the trial, so that the prisoner may be 
instructed how to plead by signs (d). 

Procedure 688 . If a person indicted for an offence appears insane, the 
if defendant court may on his arraignment order a jury to be impanelled to try 
whether he is sane, and, if the jury find that he is then insane, the 
court may order the finding to be recorded and the person to be 
kept in custody during the King’s pleasure (e). 


Motion to 
quash 

indictment. 


SuB-SECrr. 3. — Motion to quash Indictment — Demurrer* 

689. A motion to quash an indictment for a formal defect must 
be made before the jury are sworn, and should properly be made 
before plea pleaded (/). 

A motion to quash an indictment because of a substantial defect 
which cannot be amended (^) may be made at any time before 
verdict, but the proper time to make the motion is before plea 
pleaded (li). 


(r) Criminal Lunatics Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 94), s. 2 ; i?. v. Pritchard 
(183G), 7 0. & P. 303 ; R, v. Berry (1876), 1 Q. B. D 447, 0. 0. E.). 

(d) R* V. Dyson (1831), 1 Lew. 0. C. 64, atp. 65. In SteeVs Case (1787), 1 Leach, 
451, the jury found that the defendant was mute by visitation of God and^ a 
plea of not guilty was entered for her and she was tried ; no further question 
was asked the jury as to her ability to plead on her sanity. The proper pro- 
cedure does not seein to have been followed in this case, and it cannot be 
regarded as an authority (see R. v. Pritchard and R. v. Berry y supra)* In R, v. 
Stafford Prison (Oovernorjy [1909] 2 K. B. 81, a prisoner who was found by the 
jury to be mute by the visitation of God was also found to be incapable of plead- 
ing and taking his trial upon the indictment and of understanding and following 
the proceedings by reason of his inability to communicate with and be 
communicated with by others ; it was held that this amounted to a finding that 
he was insane within the meaning of the Criminal Lunatics Act, 1800 (39 & 40 
Geo. 3, c, 94), s, 2. 

{e) Criminal Lunatics Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 94), s. 2 ; see R. v. Keary 
(1878), 14 Cox, 0. C. 143. Where a jury is so impanelled, the onus is on the 
prosecution to prove the sanity of the defendant (R, v. Davies (1853), 3 
Car. & Kir. 328). The jury may form their own jud^ent of ttie defendant's 
sanity or insanity by his demeanour without any evidence being given ; if he 
shows strong symptoms of insanity, it is unnecessary to ask him if he wishes to 
cross-examine any witnesses who are called or to make any remarks or offer 
evidence (E. v. Goode (1837), 7 Ad. & El. 536). 

(/) R* V. RooJewood (1696), 13 State Tr. 139, 161, 165; Post. 231 ; Criminal 
Proc^ure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. o. 100), s. 25. Such a motion may be met 
by an amendment (CWminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 25; 
Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 19). 

(a) See p. 344, ante. 

(h) R. ▼. Eeane (1864), 4 B. & S. 947; R. v. Goldsmith (1873), L. E. 2 
0. C. E. 74; R. V. James (1871), 12 Oox, 0. 0. 127; see R. v. J^ameeon, [1896] 
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After verdict an objection to the indictment may be taken by 
motion in arrest of judgment, if the defect is one that is not cured 
by verdict (t). 

690 . A defendant may also object to an indictment by demurrer, 
allege in writing that the indictment is not sufficient in law, 

but proceeding by demurrer is now unusual (jf). 

Sect. 2. — Pleas. 

Sxjb-Seot. 1,— Special Pleas. 

691 . A defendant may plead the following special pleas : a plea 
to the jurisdiction, a plea of pardon, a plea of autrefois convict or 
autrefois acquit. 

A defendant may also plead the general plea of guilty or not 
guilty ; to an indictment for libel a defendant besides pleading not 
guilty may plead a special plea that the matter charged as libellous 
is true, and that its publication was for the public benefit (k) ; to an 
indictment against a parish for non-repair of a highway the 
inhabitants besides pleading not guilty may plead the special plea 
that some other person or persons are bound to repair ratione 
tenurce Q). Special pleas must be in writing. 

A plea to the jurisdiction raises an objection to the jurisdiction 
of the court (m). It is more usual, however, for the defendant to 
take advantage of the want of jurisdiction of the court under the 
general issue {n), 

A pardon other than a pardon under statute must be specially 
pleaded, and a person who has received a pardon and pleads the 
general issue will be taken to have waived his plea (o). 


2 Q. B. 425. When the indictment is for some great crime, such as treason or 
felony, the court will only quash the indictment ‘‘upon the plainest ground,’' 
and wil leave the defendant to his remedy by demurrer or motion in arrest of 
judgment (JK. v. Lynch^ I^* ®-t P* 449; R, v. Sheaves (1798), 27 

State Tr. 255, at p. 266). So also if the indictment is for a crime of a public nature, 
as a nuisance to a highway, perjury, sedition (2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 25, s. 148), a 
cheat, or an offence founded on fraud or oppression (see 2 East, P. C. 818 n. ; R, 
V. Wadsworth (1694), 5 Mod. Kep. 13; R, v. Orhell (1703), 6 Mod. Rep. 42 ; see, 
too, R. V. Bailey (1743), 2 Stra. 1211 ; B. v. King (1747), 2 Stra. 1268). 

(i) See Criminal Law Act, 1826(7 Geo. 4, o. 64), s. 21 ; Heijmann w R, (1873), 
L. R. 8 Q. B. 102. 

(;*) See Starkie, Criminal Pleading, Yol. L, 315. For the form of a demurrer, 
see 4 Chitty, Criminal Law, 517. 

\k) Libel Act, 1843(6 & 7 Yiot. c. 96), s. 6; see Crown Office Rules, 1906, 
Appendix, No. 81, and title Libel and Slander, 

if) See Crown Office Rules, 1906, Appendix, No. 79. 

(m) See 4 Chitty, Criminal Law, 505, for the form of a plea to the jurisdiction. 

Theplea8houldbeinwriting(2Hawk.P.O.,c. 37, 8. 59). ^ ^ ^ 

(n) See R. v. Heane (1864), 4 B. & S. 947 ; R, v. Goldsmith (1873), L. R. 2 

0. C. R. 74 ; but eee Kmloch's Case (1746), Post. 16 ; R. v. Jameson (1896), 65 
L. J. (M, 0.) 218, 225. ^ ^ , 

2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 37, 8S. 58, 59. If a pardon is granted after plea 
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692. The plea of autrefois convict or autrefois acquit avers that 
the defendant has been previously convicted or acquitted on a 
charge for the same offence as that in respect of which he is 
arraigned ( p ). 

If the defendant pleads autrefois convict or autrejois acquit, 
the prosecution replies or demurs. If the prosecution replies, 
which is the usual course, a jury is sworn to try the issue (q). 

The onus of proving the plea is on the defendant ; he may prove 
it by producing a certified copy of the record or proceedings of the 
alleged previous conviction or acquittal (r), and showing by such 
copy or by other evidence, if necessary, that he has been convicted 
or acquitted of the offence on which he has been arraigned or that he 
might on his former trial have been convicted of the offence on 
which he has been arraigned (»), or that his previous conviction or 
acquittal is by statute a bar to subsequent proceedings for the same 
cause (t). 

The question for the jury on the issue is whether the defendant 
has previously been in jeopardy in respect of the charge on which 
he is arraigned ; for the rule of law is that a person must not be 
put in peril twice for the same offence. 

The defendant can only succeed on such a plea if the charge to 
which he pleads is one in respect of which he could have been 
legally convicted on the prior occasion or is one in respect of which, 
by statute, previous proceedings for the same cause are a bar to 
subsequent proceedings (a). 


{p) The pleas of autrefois convict or autrefois acquit may be pleaded orally, but 
must be afterwards reduced to writing. For an instance of u plea of autrefois 
acquit^ see R. v. Sheen (1827), 2 0. & P. 634, at p. 635, and 4 Chitty, Criminal 
Law, 528. The court, if necessary, will assign counsel to the defendant to 
draw the plea in a proper form [R. v. Chamberlain (1833), 6 0. & P. 93). It is 
sufficient for the defendant to plead that he has been lawfully convicted or 
acquitted, as the case may be, of the offence charged in the indictment (Criminal 
• Procedure Act, 1857 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 28). 

S in R, V. Sheen (1827), 2 C. & P, 634, at p. 638, counsel for the prosecution 
ed ore tenus. For form of replication, see R. v. Sheen, supra. 

\r) Evidence Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 99, s. 13); R. v. Bird (1851), 2 Den. 
94. 

( 5 ) As to the cases when a defendant who has been indicted for one offence 
can be convicted of another, see p. SI post 
(t) See Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 45. 

(a) In order to succeed on such a plea tiie defendant must prove that judg- 
ment of conviction or acquittal has been given (1 Starkie, Criminal Pleading, 
2nd ed., 319). A judgment of conviction that has been reversed as erroneous in 
law is no bar to a subs^uent indictment {R, v. Drury (1849), 3 Car. & Kir. 193). 
If a judgment of conviction has been reversed on the facts under the Criminal 
Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 4, it seems, although it is not clear, that 
such a reversal would support a plea of autrefois acquit A discharge of a jury 
without a verdict being given is no bar to a subsequent indictment {R. v. 
Charlesworth (1861), 1 B. & S. 460). A summary conviction before justices for 
an assault is a bar to a subsequent indictment in respect of the same transaction 
for wounding etc. with intent to maim or to do grievous bodily harm {R. v. 
Walh^ (1843), 2 Mood. & E. 446 ; Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 
26 Viet. 0 . 100), s. 45). But if the person assaulted dies after the conviction, 
the summary conviction is no bar to an indictment for murder or manslaughter 
(72. V. Movrts (1867), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 90; R. v. FrtW(1890), 17 Cox, 0. 0. 326) 
An acquittal on an indictment for murder is a W to an inffictment for 



Pakt V. — ^Tbial of Indictments. 


867 


If the jury find in favour of the defendant on the issue 
raised by a plea of autrefois convict or autrefois acquit, he must be 
discharged unless there is another indictment against him . 


manslaughter in respect of the same transaction ; so also an acquittal for 
manslaughter is a bar to an indictment for murder in respect of the same trans- 
action {Holtcroffs Case, cited 4 Co. Eep. 46 b ; 2 Hale, P. C. 246; Russell on Crimes, 
6th ed,, Vol. L, 42 ; E. v. Tancock (1876), 13 Cox, 0. 0. 217). An acquittal on an 
indictment for murder (and, it seems, also for manslaughter) is a bar to a 
subsequent indictment for an assault, if there is only one act alleged in the 
first indictment, but if there are several distinct and independent assaults, and 
some or any of them did not in any way conduce to the death of the person 
killed, then an acq^uittal on an indictment for murder, although all these assaults 
were included in the indictment, is no bar to an indictment for the distinct and 
independent assaults which did not conduce to the death {R, v. Bird (1851), 2 
Den. 94). An acquittal on a charge of felony under the Offences against the 
Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 32, for throwing wood upon a railway 
with intent to endanger the safety of persons travelling or being on the railway 
is not a bar to an indictment on the same facts under s. 34 of the same Act for the 
misdemeanour of unlawfully endangering the safety of any such person by an 
unlawful act, or to an indictment under the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. c. 97\ s. 36, for the misdemeanour of unlawfully obstructing an 
engine etc. on a railway by an unlawful act (22. v. Oilmore (1882), 15 Oox, 0. 0. 
85). An acquittal on an indictment for rape is not a bar to an indictment for a 
common assault, although the transaction is the same (E, v. Dungey (1864), 
4 P. & P. 99b An acquittal on an indictment for rape would be a bar to an 
indictment lor attempt to ravish or for an indecent assault (Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1885 (^8 & 49 Vici c. 69), s. 9). An acquittal on an indict- 
ment for an indecent assault is a bar to an indictment for a common assault 
V. Bostock (1893b 17 Cox, C. C. 700). An acquittal on an indictment for 
raise pretences is a bar to an indictment for larceny on the same facts (Larceny 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 88) ; but an acquittal on an indictment for 
larceny is not a bar to an indictment for false pretences (see E. v. Henderson 
(1841), Car. & M. 328, where the point was raised, but it became unnecessary 
to decide it). An acquittal on an indictment for breaking and entering a 
dwelling-house and stealing there is not a bar to an indictment on the same 
facts for breaking and entering a dwelling-house with intent to steal [R. v. 
Vandercomh (1796), 2 Leach, 708). An acquittal on an indictment charging the 
defendant with stealing goods alleged to be the property of one person is not a 
bar to an indictment charging him with stealing the same goods alleged to be 
the property of another person, although the erroneous allegations in the first 
indictment might have been amended (E. v. Qreen (1856), Dears. & B. 113). An 
acquittal on an indictment charging larceny at common law and the felonious 
receiving of goods, when the ground of the acquittal was that the goods were 
fixtures, is no bar to a subsequent indictment under the Larceny Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 31, for stealing fixtures (22. v. O'Brien (1882), 15 Oox, 
0. C. 29, 0. C. R.). An acquittal on an indictment against a bankrupt for 
omitting to disclose part of his property (Debtors Act, 1869^ (32 & 33 Viet, 
c. 62), s. 11) is not a bar to a subsequent indictment for omitting to disclose 
the same property and also other property, although such a subsequent 
indictment ought not, except in very peculiar circumstances, to be preferred, 
and the judge in such a case would, in the absence of peculiar circumstances, 
advise the jury to acquit (22. v. Champneys (1837), 2 Mood. & R. 26b An 
acquittal before a court that had no jurisdiction to try the offence charged is 
not a bar to a subsequent indictment before a court that has j^urisdiction 
(2 Hawk. P. 0., 0 . 35, ss. 3, 4 ; see R. v. Bittm (1833), 6 0. & P. 92). An 
acquittal before a court of competent jurisdiction in a foreign country is a bar 
to a subsequent indictment here (22. v. Roche (1775b 1 Leach, 134; 22. v. 
Hutchinson (1677), 3 Keb. 785 ; see Beak v. Thyrwhit (1688), 3 Mod. Hep. 194 ; 
Russell on Crimes, 6th ed., Vol. I., 52, n^; as to a copy of the record in such a 
case, see Evidence Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 99), s. 7. The d^missal of a 
charge without prejudice ” is a bar to subsequent proceedings for the 
offence (6^rfa2 Southern and Western Rail. Co. v. Gooding^ [1908] 2 1. R. 429). 
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If the jury find against the defendant and the charge is one of 
felony, he is allowed to “ plead over,” that is, to plead not guilty. 
In misdemeanours he cannot, strictly speaking, plead over ; but the 
court may allow him to withdraw his special plea and plead not 
guilty(6). 

Sub-Seot. 2 . — The Oeneral Issm, 

693 . If no special plea has been pleaded, or if a special plea has 
been pleaded and the issue on it has been decided against the 
defendant and he has been allowed to plead over, the defendant is 
called upon to plead generally to the indictment. He can plead 
either guilty or not guilty. 

By a plea of not guilty the defendant, if he has no privilege of 
peerage, thereby “ puts himself upon the country ” for trial, and the 
court must thereupon order a jury to be called in the usual manner 
for the trial of the defendant (c). 

694 . After plea pleaded, and before the jury are called, an 
application may be made for the postponement of the trial (d). 
Such a postponement may be ordered on an application made at 
the instance of either the prosecution or the defendant {e). 


(h) See 72. v. Oilmore (1882), 15 Cox, 0. 0. 86, 88. 

(c) Criminal Law Act, 1827 (7 & o Geo. 4, c. 28), s. 1. 

(a) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 16 Viet. c. 100), s. 27. 

(e) The application should be supported by an afi&davit {R* v. Savage (1843), 1 
Car. & Kir. 75; 72. v. Macarthy (1842), Car. & M. 625 ; 72. v. Palmer (1834), 6 
C. & P. 652). The grounds on which postponement has been granted are— the 
absence or illness of a material witness as to the facts (72. v. Hunter (1829), 3 
C. & P. 591 ; R. V. Bowen (1840), 9 C. & P. 509 ; R, v. Savage (1843), 1 Car. & 
Kii’. 75; 72. v. Macarthy (1842), Oar. & M. 625 ; 72. v. Palmer (1834), 6 C. & P. 
652 ; 72. v. Beardmore (1837), 7 C. & P. 497 ; 72. v. Pariah (1837), 7 C. & P. 782 ; 
72. V. Lawrence {lSQQ)t 4 P. & F. 901); or the existence of great excitement 
on the subject of the trial in the neighbourhood of the place of trial (72. v. Bolam 
(1839), 2 Mood. & R. 192 ; R, v. Jolliffe (1791), 4 Term Rep. 285) ; the absence 
of a witness as to character merely is no CTound for postponing the trial (see 72. 
V. Jones (1806), 8 East, 31, at p. 34). Postponement will not be granted to 
enable the defence to make inquiries as to the evidence of fresh witnesses 
for the prosecution who were not called before the committing justices ^72. v. 
Johnson (1847), 2 Car. & Kir. 854). Formerly, where a material witness 
was a child who was incapable of understanding the nature of an oath, a 
trial was sometimes postponed to give opportunities for the instruction of 
the witness (see 72. v. White (1786), 1 Leach, 430; 72. v, Wade (1825), 1 
Mood. C. C. 86; 72. v. Williams (1835), 7 C. & P. 320; R, v. Milton (1841), 
Ir. Circ. Cas. 16; R, v. Nicholas (1846), 2 Car. & Ear. 246); but the pro- 
visions of the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 30, have probably now made 
such postponement in many cases unnecessa^. Ihe pnsoner may at the 
discretion of the court, if the trial is postponed, be detained in custody or bo 
admitted to bail or discharged on his own recognisances (R. v. Beardmore (1836), 
7 C. & P. 497 ; R. v. Parish (1837), 7 C. & P. 782 ; 72. v. Oshorn (1837), 7 
C. & P. 799; 72. v. Crows (1829), 4 C. & P. 251). If a defendant is indicted at 
the assvEes next following his commitment, and the trial is postponed because 
of the illness of a material witness, the trial may be again postponed at the 
next assixes on a similar ground, in spite of the provisions of the Habeas dlorpus 
Act, 1679 (31 Car. 2, o. 2), s. 6 {R, v. Bowen (1840), 9 0, & P. 609). It is not 
usual to oi^er the defend^t to ^y the costs of the prosecution on a postpone- 
ment, if the application is by the defendant, or to order the prosecution to pay 
the defendant’s costs, if the application is by the prosecution (.fi. y. Hunter 
(1829), 8 0. & P. 591 ; JR. v. Crowe (1829), 4 0. & P. 251). 
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Sbci. 8. — The Petty Jury. Sect. 3 , 

Sub-Seot. 1. — Calling the Jury, Petty 

Jury. 

695 . After the defendant has pleaded not guilty, if the parties p ,,~- 
are ready to proceed with the trial, the next step in the proceedings ^ 

is to call a petty jury (/). 

The sheriff receives a precept from the clerk of the peace in the How 
case of quarter sessions, or from the justices of assize in the case of summoned, 
assizes, to summon to the court a sufficient number of duly qualified 
jurors ig). 

^ It is his duty to summon the jurors and to return their names, The panel, 
with their addresses and occupations, on the panel or piece of parch- 
ment which he delivers to the clerk of the court (/^). 

The usual course is for the clerk of the court first to call over all Calling the 
the names of the jurors in the panel, when those who do not answer panel over, 
to their names are liable to be fined by the court. 

The clerk of the court then calls the names of twelve jurors Choosing 
who have answered to their names, and summons them to take 
their places in the jury box (i). 

A jury is not properly constituted until all the twelve persons Swearing the 
serving on it are sworn or have taken an affirmation to try the 
issue raised by the defendant’s plea of not guilty, 

Sub-Sect. 2 - Challenges, 

696 . On the trial of an indictment for felony, before the jurors are ciiailengea. 
sworn, the defendant and the Crown must be allowed the opportunity 

of challenging (t.f?., objecting to) the jurors who are called to serve. 

697 . Challenges to jurors are of two kinds, challenges to the 
array (i.e., to the whole number of jurors in the panel) and 
challenges to the polls (i.e., to individual jurors). 

A challenge to the array must be before any juror is sworn ; a 


(/) A petty jury is one that tries the issues of fact in criminal cases, as 
opposed to a grand jury, which finds the indictments. 

ig) See Juries Act, 1825 (6 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 20, and title Juries. A special 
jury cannot be had in a case of felony. In a case of misdemeanour a special 
jury may be obtained, when the record is in the King’s Bench Division (see 
ibid,, s. 30 ; Juries Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Yict. c. 77), s. 17). Persons qualified to 
serve as special jurors are liable to serve on petty iunes m criminal cases. 

(A) A printed panel of the jurors summoned to the assizes is to be made seven 
days before the commission day, and to be kept in the office for inspection ; a 
printed copy of the panel is to fo delivered to any party requiring the same on 
the payment of 1«. (Common Law Procedure Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 76), 
8. 106). Persons accused of treason are entitled to have a copy of the panel 
delivered to them two days at the least before their trial ; see Treason Act, 
1695 (7 & 8 Will. 3, c. 3), s. 7). As to amendment of the panel by the judge, 
see R, v. Phillips (1868), 11 Cox, C. 0. 142. 

(i) It is not necessary that the names should be called in the order m wmeh 
they stand in the panel {Mansdl v. R* (1857), Dears. & B. 375). If the clerk of 
the court calls into the jury box A. B., whose name is in the panel, and Y. Z., 
whose name is also in the panel, goes into the jury box and is sworn in the 
name of A B. and sits with the other jurors at wie trial of a prisoner, and the 
prisoner is convicted, the mistake is not a ground for quashing the oonviotion 
{R. Y. MeJlor (1858), Dears. & B. 468). 
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challenge to the polls before the individual juror who is challenged 
is sworn (/c). 

698. A challenge to the array is allowed “ for favour,” i.e., on 
the ground of any partiality in the sheriff, under-sheriff, or other 
ofiScer concerned in the summoning and return of the jury, as, for 
instance, if such officer is the prosecutor or is related to either 
party, or if any dispute is pending between such officer and either 
party, or if such officer has been concerned as counsel or solicitor 
or in some such capacity for either party in the same matter (Z). 

A challenge to the array must be in writing and must state 
particularly the cause of challenge, and the other party may plead 
or demur to the challenge (m). 

When the challenge is pleaded to, the court appoints two 
impartial persons, called triers,” to try the cause of challenge (n). 

If the triers decide in favour of the challenge, the array is 
quashed against the sheriff or other officer who has returned it, 
and the coroner is ordered immediately to return a fresh panel. 

If there is a challenge to the array returned by the coroner, and 
the array is quashed, the court appoints two persons, called 
‘‘ elisors ” electors), to return a fresh panel ; to this array no 
challenge is allowed (o). 

699. Challenges to the polls are either peremptory or for cause. 
Peremptory challenges, for which no cause need be shown, are 


(A;) See also title J ueies. Neither challenges to the array nor challenges to 
the polls can be taken until a full jury has appeared {R. v. Edmonds (1821), 
4 B. & Aid. 471, at p. 473). The challenge to the polls must he before the juror 
** comes to the book to be sworn and before he is sworn, ?.e., before a juryman 
takes the book in his hand at the direction of the court, or, it seems, if he 

affirms or takes the oath in the Scotch form, or in any other form except 

the usual one, before the clerk of the court begins to read over the form 
of affirmation etc. (see R. v. Frost (1839), 9 C. & P. 129, at p, 137 ; R. v. 

Brandrdh (1817),^ 32 State Tr. 755, at 770 ; i?. v. Oiorgetti {m2), 4 P. & F. 

646) . If a 3 uror is unchallenged and is sworn, an objection cannot afterwards 
be taken to him on the ground of partiality (i2. v. Wardle (1842), Car. & M. 

647) . After verdict the objection cannot be taken that one of the jurors sworn 
was not returned as a juror (Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 21 ; 
see E. V. Metcal/e (1848), 3 Cox, C. C. 220; E, v. Phillips (1868), 11 Cox, C. C. 
142). Queers whether the last-mentioned Act meets the case of a person who 
is not competent to serve on a jury acting as a juryman. In E, v. Tremearne 
(1826), 6 S. & C. 254, decided before the passing of the Act, this was held to 
be a mis-trial. In R, v. Rothwell (1896), cited in Ex parte Morris (1907), 72 
J. P. 5, a rule nisi for a certiorari to quash an indictment because a jui'or 
was under age was discharged on the ground that the objection ought to have 
been taken at the time of the trial. 

(Z) Co. Litt. 166 a ; Bao. Abr. Juries, E, 1 ; E, v. Edmonds (1821), 4 B. & Aid. 
471 ; E, V. Sheppard (177^, 1 Leach, 101 ; E, v. Dolby (1821), 1 Car. & Kir. 238 ; 
E. V. (y Doherty (1848), 6 State Tr. (n. S.) 831 ; E. v. Smith O^Brisn (1848), 7 
State Tr. (n. b.) 1, at p, 20; E. v. Mitchel (1848), 6 State Tr. (N. s.) 599; E, v. 
Duffy (mS), 7 State Tr. (n. s.) 795; E. v. aConnell (1843-4), 6 State Tr. (n. b.) 
69 ; E, V. Burke (1867), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 619; Mulcahy v. E, (1868), L. R. 3 H. L. 
306. 

(m) E, V. Edmonds (1821), 4 B. & Aid. 471, at p. 474 ; see E. v. Hughes (1843), 
1 Car. & Kir. 236. For the form of a challenge to the array, see U, v. Smith 
O'Brien, suwa ; E. v. O'Connell, supra. 

(n) See E. v. Dolby, supra. 
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allowed to the defendant to the number of thirty-five in treason (p) 
and twenty in felony (q). A defendant on a charge of misdemeanour 
has no peremptory challenge. 

The Crown has no peremptory challenge in any case, but may 
challenge as the names are called over, and is not bound to show the 
cause of challenge until the panel is gone through; a defendant on 
a charge of misdemeanour or a defendant on a charge of felony 
whose peremptory challenges have been exhausted may follow the 
same course (?*)• 

700. When a juror has been challenged for cause, the court 
appoints triers to try the challenge (a). 

The causes for challenge are that the juror called is an alien or 
a minor or not qualified to serve as a juror (6), or has some personal 
defect which renders him incapable of discharging the duty of a 
juryman, or that he is not impartial (c), or that he has served on 
the coroner’s jury or on the grand jury in respect of the same 
matter (cZ). 

If the cause for challenge is allowed, the juror is ordered to stand 
aside and a fresh juror is called (e). 

701. If several prisoners are indicted together, they may join 
in their challenges and may be tried together, unless the judge 
thinks fit that they should be tried separately (/). If they sever 
in their challenges, each prisoner has a separate right of challenging 
peremptorily and for cause O/). 


{p) Treason Act, 1695 (7 & 8 Will. 3, c. 3), s. 2 ; but only twenty when the 
treason charged is compassing the King’s death, or any of the similar offences 
set out in the Treason Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 93), or the Treason Act, 
1842 (5 & 6 Yict. c, 51), ss. 1, 2. 

(q) Juries Act, 1825 (6 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 29; Qray v. R, (1844), 11 Cl. & Fin. 
427, H. L. ; Lt^inger v, R. (1870), L. R 3 P. C. 282. 

(r) R. V. Horne Tooke (1794), 25 State Tr. 1, at 25, per Eyre, C.B. ; R. v. Frost 
(1839), 4 State Tr. (n. s.) 86, at 123; Mansell v. R. (1857), Dears. & B. 375 ; R* 
v. Blakeman (1850), 3 Car. & Kir. 97 ; R, v. McQowan (1858), cited in R. v. 
McCartie{m9), 11 I. C. L. B. 188, at p. 206. 

(a) Co. Litt. 158 a. . 

(5) See title Juries. If a person summoned is a peer, that is a good cause of 
challenge on the trial of a commoner (2 Hawk. P. C., c. 43, s. 11). The fact 
that a juror is over the age of sixty is not a good cause of challenge [Mulcahy 
V. R. (1868), L. R. 3 H. L. 306). 

(c) See R. v. Oeach (1840), 9 C. & P. 499; R. v. Edmonds (1821), 4 B. & Aid. 
471 ; Rv. (1696), 13 State Tr. 311,333; R v. /8w;afn(1838),2 Mood. &R 112; 
R, V. Martin (1848), 6 State Tr. (n. s.) 926 ; R, v. O'Coigly (1798), 26 State Tr. 
1191, at 1227. 

{d) See R. v. Snow (1776), 1 Leach, 152, n. ; R, v. Sullivan (1838), 8 Ad. & 
El. 831 ; 25 Edw. 3, stat. 5, c. 3. 

(e) If the panel is exhausted, the court may of its own accord order the sheriff 
or other officer to return a fresh panel immediately (1 Chitty, Criminal Law, 508). 

(/) R, V. Ram (1893), 17 Cox, C. 0. 610. There may be cases where the 
triad of several prisoners together may be prejudicial to the interests of the 
individual prisoner; such a joint trial might lead to a conviction in such circum- 
stances that there is a miscarriage of justice, which would justify the Court of 
Criminal Appeal in reversing the conviction (see R, v. Dibble (1908), 1 Cr. App, 
Eep. 155). , . . 

See Post. 106 ; 2 Hale, P. C. 268. Quaere whether the effect of this is not 
that the prisoners who sever in these challenges must be tried separately. But 
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702. An unqualified juror, although he is not challenged by 
either party, may object to serve, and, if the court finds that he 
is not qualified, be will be ordered to stand aside (h), 

Sub-Seot. 3. — Swearing the Jury. 

703. When a full jury of twelve men who have not been 
challenged, or in respect of whom there is no cause for challenge, 
have been called, the next step is to swear them (i). The oath or 
affirmation is administered by any officer of the court deputed for 
that purpose (/c). 

704. The clerk of the court, if the charge is one of felony, then 
states the effect of the indictment, or that part of it on which the 
defendant has been arraigned, to the jury, and gives the prisoner 
in charge to them. In misdemeanours, as the defendant is entitled 
to a copy of the indictment, it is not necessary to state its effect, 
and he is not given in charge to the jury (Z). 

At the assizes, but not at quarter sessions, a proclamation is made 
at this stage inviting anyone who can inform the court of any 
crimes committed by the prisoner at the bar to come forward (m). 


Sect. 4. — The Hearing. 

Admission of 705. As a general rule all persons have a right to be present in 
the public. court, provided there is sufficient accommodation and there is no 
disturbance of the proceedings. It is usual, where cases involving 
indecent details are called on, to direct females and boys to leave 
the court ; but if an adult woman should insist on being present 
at the hearing of a case, there is probably no power to prevent 
her being present. It is expressly provided by statute (n) that, when 
a person who in the opinion of the court is under sixteen is called as 
a witness in any proceedings in relation to an offence against or 


Bee B. V. Fisher (1848), 3 Cox, 0. 0. 68, whore Platt, B., said it was an “ ill 
practice to allow the challenges to be severed ” for the purpose of giving each 
prisoner a separate trial. If two or more persons are jointly indicted, eawi may 
apply to be tried separately, and such an application should be granted if the 
applicant is likely to be prejudiced by a joint trial (li. v. Dibble (1908). 1 
Cr. App. E. 165), 

(h) k V. Qrey (1682), 9 State Tr. 127 ; A. v. Cook (1696), 13 State Tr. 311, 313, 
318. A iuror who has been c^ed to serve on a trial for murder, and who states 
that he haa conscientious objections to capital punishment, may be ordered to 
stand by {Manaell v. E, (1887), Dears. & B. 375). 

(?) A juror who objects to be sworn may affirm (Oaths Act, 1888 (51 & 62 
Viet. 0. 46), 8. 1. 

{k) It is the practice on a charge of felony to swear each juror separately, 
and on a char^ of misdemeanour to swear four at a time. In felony the form 
of oath is, ‘‘You shall weU and truly try and true deliverance make between 
our sovereign lord the King and the prisoner at the bar, whom you shall have 
in charge and true verdict give according to the evidence, so help you God 
(1 Chitty, Criminal Law, 551 ; see R. v. Dowlin (1793), 5 Term Eep. 311, 313). 
In misdemeanours the form is, **You shall well and truly try the issue 
joined between our sovereign lord the Kins and the defendant, and true verdict 
give’* etc. (Dickinson, Quarter Sessions, 5th ed., 508). 

(Z) 1 Chitty, Criminal Law, 565. 

(m) For the form of the proclamation, see 1 Chitty, Ciiminal Law, 553. 

(n) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 67), s. 114. 
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any conduct contrary to decency or morality, the court may order 
the exclusion of all persons not being "members or officers of the 
court or parties, their counsel or solicitors, and the bond fide repre- 
sentatives of a newspaper or news agency. No child anyone 
under fourteen) other than an infant inarms maybe present during 
the trial of any person charged with such an offence or during any 
preliminary proceedings relating to such offence, and, if he is 
present, he must be ordered to be removed, unless he is the person 
charged with the offence or his presence is required as a witness or 
otherwise for the purpose of justice, and then he can only remain 
so long as his presence is so required (o). 

Except in the cases above referred to, and in cases under the 
Incest Act, 1908 (j3), it does not appear that a judge trying a 
criminal case has any power to exclude the public in general and 
to hear a case in camera. 

Sub-Seot. 1 . — Case for the Froiecuiion. 

706 . Counsel for the prosecution opens the case for the prosecu- 
tion to the jury by giving the outline of the evidence and the lead- 
ing features of the case {q)y and then calls his witnesses. 

When a witness is called an objection may be taken as to his 
competency ; he may then be examined as to his competency before 
he is sworn (?•)• 

If there is no such objection, or if it is made and disposed of, each 
witness for the prosecution in turn takes the oath or affirmation, 
and is examined in chief, and may be cross-examined by the 
defendant or his counsel, and, if cross-examined, may be re-examined 
by the counsel for the prosecution. 

The rules as to the examination, cross-examination, and re- 
examination of witnesses are, with some exceptions, the same in 
criminal as in civil trials (s). 


(o) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 115. This section does not apply 
to messengers, clerks, and other persons required to attend at any court for 
purposes connected with their employment. 

(p) 8 Edw. 7, c. 45. See p. 619, 

\q) See R, V. Gascoine (1837), 7 C. & P. 772; B. v. Jackson (1837), 7 0. & P. 
773; R. V. Bowler (1837), 7 0. & P. 773 ; E, v. Beering (1831), 5 C. & P. 165 ; 
R, V. JlaHcl (1837), 7 C. & P. 773 ; R. v. Swatkins (1831), 4 0. & P. 548; R. v. 
Orrell (1835), 7 0. & P. 774 ; R. v. Dauie (1837), 7 0. & P. 785; R. v. Gourvoisier 
(1840), 9 C. & P. 362; R, v. Morgan\\%62), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 116; R, v. Creau 
(1861;, 8 Cox, C. C. 509; R. v. Dowling (1848), 7 State Tr. (N. s.) 381, at 390; 
R, V. Duffy (1848), 7 State Tr. (n. s.) 795, at 917. The prosecution is always 
conducted hy counsel at the assizes and Central Criminal Court, and at most 
courts of quarter sessions ; but there are a few courts of quarter sessions where 
solicitors have audience. A prosecutor in person is never allowed to address the 
jury (R. V. Brice (1819), 2 B. & Aid. 606). In R, v. (1869), 11 Cox, 

C. C. 414, CocKBUBN, C.J., refused to allow a prosecutor to conduct in person a 
charge of conspiracy. 

(r) This is called examining a witness on the voir dire; if a vntness who 
is incompetent to give evidence (see p. 400, post) is called, the objection is taken 
on the voir dire, but may also, it seems, be taken afterwards (see R. v. Moore 
(1892), 61 L. J. (m. 0 .) 80). As to securing the attendance of witnesses, see p. 
321, ante, and title Evidence. 

(«) See p. 377 , post, and title EvmENOK. As to the unsworn evidence of children, 
see p. 408, post.. For instances in criminal cases of the general rules as regards 
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707 . Witnesses may be ordered out of court at the request of 
either party (t). 

708 . All the witnesses whose names are on the back of the 
indictment should be called by the prosecution. Even if it is not 
proposed to examine a witness whose name is on the back of the 

examination in chief as to the inadmissibility of leading questions on material 
points in dispute, see B» v. Bosewell (1684), 10 State Tr. 190 ; v. lFaf8on(1817), 2 
Stark. 116, 128 ; R. v. De Berenger (1814), Starkie on Evidence, 4th. ed., 167, n. ; 
R» V. Blackburn (1853), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 333. As to cross-examination and contradic- 
tion of such witness by the party who calls him, if he turns out to be hostile, 
see Criminal Procedure Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 18), s. 3 ; R. v. Ball 1839), 
8 C. & P. 745 ; R. v. Chapman (1838), 8 C. & P. 558 ; R, v. Oldroyd (1805), 
Euss. & Ey. 88; R, v. LiUle (1883), 15 Cox, C. C. 319 ; R. v. (1908), 

1 Cr. App. Eop. 155. As to a witness refreshing his memory, see R. v. Mullins 
(1848), 3 Cox, C. C. 526 ; R. v. Williams (1853), 6 Cox, 0. C. 343; Guinea's Case 
(1841), Ir. Circ. Cas. 167; R. v. Langton (1876), 2 Q. B. D. 296, C. C. E.; R, 
V. Dexter (1899), 19 Cox, C. C. 360; E. v. Robinson (1897), 61 J. P. 520: R. v. 
Harvey (1869), 11 Cox, C. C. 546, at p. 547. As to expert witnesses with 
regard to handwriting, see R. v. Williams (1838), 8 0. & P. 434 ; R, v. Silver ~ 
hoc, [1894] 2 Q. B. 766, C. C. R ; Criminal Procedure Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet, 
c. 18), 8. 8. As to expert witnesses with regard to insanity and other medical 
questions, see R. v. Wright (1821), Euss. & Ey. 456; R. v. /Scarce (1831), 1 
Mood. & E. 75 ; McNaghteu's Case (1843), 10 Cl. & Fin. 200, II.L., at pp. 203, 
211 ; R. v. Frances (1849), 4 Cox, C. C. 57. As to cross-examination, see R, v. 
Hardy (1794), 24 State Tr. 199, at 659, 755 ; R. v. Watson (1817), 2 Stark. 
116, at p. 135 ; R. v. Bernard (1858), 1 F. & F. 240, 249 ; R. v. Ramsden (1827), 

2 C. & P. 603; R, v. (1838), 8 C. & P. 369; R. y. Watson (1834), 6 

C. & P. 653. As to cross-examination with regard to depositions and other 
previous statements, see Criminal Procedure Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 18), 
88. 4, 5; R. V. Riley (1866), 4 F. & F. 964 ; and see p. 385, post As to cross- 
examination with regard to previous convictions, see p. 384, posf; and as to 
restrictions on the cross-examination of a defendant who gives evidence, see 
p. 404, post. As to re-examination, see Queen Caroline's Case (1820), 2 Brod. 

6 Bing. 284, at p. 294 ; R, v. Beezley (1830), 4 C. & P. 220 ; R. v. Chambers 
(1848), 3 Cox, C. C. 92. As to the judge recalling and asking a question of 
a witness for the prosecution after the close of the case for the prosecution, 
see R, V. Remnant (1807), Euss. & Ey. 136; and as to the defendant cross- 
examining a witness so recalled, see R. v. Watson (1834), 6 C. & P. 653. As 
to a judge calling a witness not called by either party (as in Coulson v. Dts- 
borough, [1894] 2 Q. B. 316, C. A.), see R. v. Cliburn (1898), 62 J. P. 232 ; and 
as to the cross-examination of such a witness, see R, v. Cliburn^ supra, 

(/) It is in the discretion of the court whether the order should be made {R, 
V. Vaughan (1696), Holt (k. b.), 689 ; R. v. Cook (1696), 13 State Tr. 311, 348 ; 
R, v. Qoodere (1741^ 17 State Tr. 1003, at 1015 ; Selfe v. Isaacson (1858), 1 
F. & F. 194). The application maybe made at any time [Southey v. Nash (1837), 

7 C. & P. 632 ; R, v. Murphy (1837), 8 C. & P. 297, at p. 307). The prosecutor 
was included in the order in R. v. Newman (1852), 3 Car. & Bar. 252, at p. 260, 
as it was proposed to examine him as a witness, sed quaere. The defendant on 
a charge of felony must remain in court throughout the trial, unless he is 
removed for disorderly conduct (see R, v. Berry (1897), Eoscoe, Criminal 
Evidence, 13th ed., 165, 166; R, v. Broum (1906), 41 L. J. 612 ; Stephen, Digest of 
Criminal Procedure, 1 W). A solicitor for either party is entitled to remain in 
court, although it is proposed to examine him [Pomeroy v. Baddeley (1826), 
Ey. & M. 430). Expert witnesses are generally excluded from the order. If a 
witness disobeys the order and remains in court, he may be punished for contempt, 
but his evidence, though open to observation, is not thereby made inadmissible 
(Chandler v. Horne (1842) 2 Mood. & R. 423 ; Cobbett v. Hudson (1852), 1 E. & K 
11, 14 ; Cook V. Nethercote (1835), 6 0. & P. 741; Thomas v. David (1836), 7 
0. & P. 350; R, V. Colley (1829),. Mood. & M. 329). At the Central Criminal 
Court it is the regular practice for witnesses to be kept out of court until they 
are examined. 
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indictment, counsel for the prosecution should, unless there are 
exceptional reasons to the contrary, place him in the witness-box 
so that the defendant may have an opportunity of cross-examining 
him (u). 

709. The prosecution may call witnesses who were not examined 
before the committing justices and whose names are not on the 
back of the indictment. Notice of intention to call such witnesses 
should be given to the defendant, and copies of their proofs should 
be supplied to the defendant and to the court (^;). But, except in 
charges of treason, to which special rules apply (w), the failure to 
give such notice and copies of proofs does not render the additional 
evidence inadmissible (a;). 

710. If the deposition of a witness has been taken on the pre- 
liminary inquiry before the committing justices (y), and the witness 
is at the time of the trial dead or so ill as not to be able to travel, 
or is kept out of the way by the procurement of the defendant (z), 
upon proof that the deposition was taken in the presence of the 
defendant and that he or his counsel or solicitor had opportunity 
to cross-examine the witness, and that the witness is dead or so ill 
as not to be able to travel, or is kept out of the way by the 
procurement of the defendant, the deposition, if it purports to be 


(u) R, V. Simmonds 1 0. & P. 84 ; i?. v. Bcezley (1830), 4 0. & P. 220 ; 

R. V. Bull (1839), 9 0. & P. 22 ; R, v. Vmceiit (1839), 9 0. ife P. 91, at p. 106 ; R, v. 
B(>dle{im^), 6 0, & P. 186; R. v, Holden (1838), 8 0. «& P. 606; R. v. Woodhead 
(1847), 2 Car, & Kir. 520; R. v. Eduards (1848), 3 Cox, 0. 0. 82; R, v. 
Thompson (1876), 13 Cox, C. C. 181. If the counsel for the prosecution puts a 
witness in the box to enable the defendant to cross-examine him, and the de- 
fendant does cross-examine him, then counsel for the prosecution can re-examine 
the witness, but only on the points touched by the cross-examination 
(R. V. Harris (1836), 7 C. & P. 581 ; R. v. Beezley^ supra). The defen- 
dant is entitled to inspect the indictment to see what witnesses’ names are 
on the back of it {R, v. Connor (1845), 1 Cox, C. C. 233; R, v. Lacey (1818), 3 
Cox, C. C. 517) ; but the court has no power to oblige a prosecutor to give to the 
defendant the names and addresses of the witnesses on the back of the indict- 
ment {R, V. Cordon (1842), 12 L. J. (m. c.) 84). 

[v) R, V. Ward (1848), 2 Car. & Kir. 769. As to securing attendance of 
witnesses, see p. 321, ante. See also title Evidence, and R, v. Baines^ [1909] 
1 K. B. 258. 

{w) Treason Act, 1708 (7 Ann. c. 21), s. 14 ; andi?. v. Frost (1839), 4 State Tr. 
(n. 8.) 85. 

(») R, V. Oreenslade (1870), 11 Cox, C. 0. 412, disapproving of R, v. Stiginani 
(1867), 10 Cox, C C. 552, which is inaccimitely reported. See R, v. Connor 
(1845), 1 Cox, C. C. 233, which was decided before tne Indictable Offences Act, 
1848 (11 & 12 Yict. c. 42), when the defendant had no right to copies of the 
depositions. The failure to give notice and copies is a matter for ooservation, 
and might be a ground for postponing the trial {R, v. Flannagan (1884), 16 Cox, 
0. C. 403). 

(y) Under the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 17. 

(«) The Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 17, which now 
governs the admissibility in evidence of depositions taken under that Act, con- 
tains no provision for the deposition being read, if a witness is kept out of the 
way by the procurement of tne defendant ; but if a witness is so kept out of the 
way, tnat is a ground for the deposition being used against the defendant who 
procures the aosence of the witness, but not againS any other co-defendant 
who is no party to the procuring (R, v. Scai/e (1851), 17 Q* B. 238 ; see R, 
Austen (1856), 7 Cox, 0. t). 66, 0. 0. E.). 
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signed by the justices by or before whom it purports to have been 
taken, may be read in evidence without further proof (a). 

The deposition must have been taken at an inquiry into the 
same transaction as that which forms the subject-matter of the 
trial, but the charge need not be the same (6). 

711. The depositions of witnesses taken before a coroner’s jury 
may be used in the cross-examination of the witnesses who made 
them, but cannot be used as direct evidence except to contradict 
the evidence of such witnesses, when such contradiction is 
permissible (c). 

712. The statement taken by a justice (d) of a person dangerously 
ill may be used in evidence either for or against a defendant on his 
trial without further proof, if it purports to be signed by the justice 
by or before whom it purports to be taken and if the court is 
satisfied by evidence that the witness who made the statement is 
dead, or that there is no reasonable probability that he will be 
ever able to travel or to give evidence, and that reasonable notice 
in writing of the intention to take the statement was served upon 
the person against whom it is proposed to be read in evidence, and 
that such person or his counsel or solicitor had or might have had, 
if he had chosen to be present, full opportunity of cross-examining 
the person who made the statement (e). 


(a) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 17. As to the 
meaning of ‘‘bo ill as not to be able to travel,'^ see jB. v. (18 j1), 3 Oar. & 
Kir. 116; li. v. Wtc/cer (1854), 18 Jur. 252; i?. v. Cockburn (1857), Dears. & B. 
203 ; li. V. Day (1852), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 55 ; i?. v. Wilson (1861), 8 Cox, C. C. 453 ; 
li. V. Stephenson (1862), Le. & Ca. 165; B. v. Ulmer (1850), 4 Cox, C. 0. 442 ; 
R. V. Farrell (1874), L. K 2 0. 0. R. 116 ; R, v. Thompson (1876), 13 Cox, 0. C. 
181 ; R, V. Groucher (1862), 3 E. & F. 285 ; R. v. Wellings (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 
426, 0. 0. R. ; R. v. Qoodfellow (1879), 14 Cox, C. 0. 326 ; R, v. Harney (1850), 4 
Cox, 0. 0. 441 ; R, v. Marsella (1900), 17 T. L. R. 164. The question whether the 
evidence is sufficient to prove the conditions precedent to the admission of the 
depositions is one for the determination of the presiding judge {R. v. Stephenson 
(1862), Le. & Ca. 165). The evidence of a doctor to prove illness is not 
indispensable {R. v. Riley ^ supra ; R. v. Wellings, supra), but is desirable (see R, 
V. WtUon, supra ; R, v. Butcher (1900), 64 J. P. 808). 

(5) R. V. Beeston (1854), Dears. 0. C. 405 ; R, v. WilliamB (1871), 12 Cox, 
C. C. 101. 

(c) See p. 385, y)Ofl^. The practice formerly was to admit such depositions as 
direct evidence, if they were taken in the presence of the defendant ; see i?. v. 
Rigg (1866), 4 F. & F. 1085 ; Taylor on Evidence, 10th ed., I., 372. The 
coroner’s depositions must be signed by the coroner and also by the witness 
(Coroners Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 71), s. 4 (2) ). In R, v. Butcher (1900), 64 
J. P. 808, Darling, J., is reported to have said that coroners’ depositions now 
stand on the same footing as depositions taken before justices, and that the pro- 
visions of the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 17, apply to 
them. But those provisions, being expressly confined to oases of depositions 
before justices, cannot, it seems, apply to depositions taken before a coroner. 

(d) under the Criminal Law Amen^ent Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 35), 
s. 6 (see p. 327, ante), 

(c) I hid. See R, v. Peacock (1870), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 21 ; R, v. Quigley (1868), 18 
L. T. 211 ; jB. V. Shurmer (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 323, 0. 0. R. ; R, v. Curtis (1904), 
21 T. L. R. 87 ; R, v. Rees, Times 20th December, 1888. p. 10. A statement of 
a dying person taken at a hospital in compliance with the requirements of the 
Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 vict c. 42), s. 17, may be admitted 
in evidence, although it is not admissible under the Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. o. 36), s. 6 ; see i?. v. Katz (1900), 64 J. P. 807. 
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713. The deposition of a child taken under statutory autlio- 
rity (/) is admissible in evidence for or against a person accused of 
certain offences with regard to children (^), if the court is satisfied 
by the evidence of a registered medical practitioner that the 
attendance before the court of any child in respect of whom the 
offence is alleged to have been committed would involve serious 
danger to its life or health ; such evidence is admissible without 
further proof, if it purports to be signed by the justice hy or before 
whom it purports to be taken, and if it is proved that reasonable 
notice of the intention to take the deposition was served upon the 
person against whom it is proposed to use it as evidence and that 
that person or his counsel or solicitor had or might have had, if he 
had chosen to be present, an opportunity of cross-examining the 
child (h). 

714. When the counsel for the prosecution has called all his 
witnesses and the defendant or his counsel has had an opportunity 
of cross-examining them, counsel for the prosecution generally puts 
in the statement of the defendant made before the justices and closes 
his case. 

Sub-Sect. 2. — The Defence. 

716. The defendant or his counsel may thereupon submit that 
there is no case to go to the jury or that there is a variance that 
cannot be amended between the indictment and the evidence. 

716. If there is no such submission, or if it is made and decided 
against the defendant (i), it is for the defendant at this stage, 
if he wishes to give evidence but calls no other witnesses, to give 
his evidence. If the defendant goes into the witness-box, he is 
liable to be cross-examined (A:) on behalf of the prosecution, and 
also by or on behalf of any co-defendant with whom he is being 
tried and to whom his evidence is hostile Q) ; he may then be 
re-examined by counsel or by himself. 


(/) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67) (see p. 328, ante ) ; Indictable Offences 
Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Yict. o. 42), s. 17. 

(9) I.e.y offences of cruelty within the meaning of the Children Act, 1908 
(8 Mw. 7, c. 67), or any of the offences mentioned in the First Schedule to that 
Act (see these set out p. 408, post). 

[h) Children Act, 1908 ^8 Edw, 7, c. 67), s 29. As to other instances of 
depositions in criminal trials, see note (6), p. 387, poa/. 

(i) The judge may of his own initiative stop the case if he thinks there is no 
evidence to go to the jury, but he need not do so (i2. v. George (1908), 25 
T. L. R. 66, 0. C. A.). If there is such a submission and there is no case to go 
to the jury, it is the duty of the judge to direct a verdict of not guilty (72. v. 
Leach (1909), 2 Cr. App. Hep. 72). 

{k) Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. 0. 36), s. 2. As to the limit of 
such a cross-examination, see p. 404, post. As to a jprisoner reading a state- 
ment in the witness-box, or having a statement read for him by someone else, 
see R. V. Elliott (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 171. A prisoner shoifid be distinctly 
told that he has a right to give evidence on his own behalf (i2. v. Warren (1909), 
25 T. L. R. 633). 

{1) R. V. Hadwen, J1902] 1 K. B. 882, 0. 0. R. If a co-defendant, against 
whom the defendant has not given evidence, puts questions to the defendant on 
the co-defendant’s own behalf, the defendant becomes a witness for the defence 
Of the co-defendant who so examines him {R. v. Bwrditt (1855), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 
458, 460, 0. 0. R.). 
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717. At the close of the defendant’s evidence, if the defendant 
is the only witness for the defence, or if he does not give evidence, 
at the close of the evidence for the prosecution, counsel for the 
prosecution may, but only when the defendant is represented by 
counsel, sum up the case for the prosecution, and in so doing may 
comment on the evidence of the defendant, if he has given evidence, 
but if he has not given evidence, may not make any comment on the 
defendant’s failing to give evidence (m). 

718. After this the defendant or his counsel may address the 
jury, and if he calls no other witnesses or has not put in any 
evidence, he has the last word, unless the Attorney-General or 
Solicitor- General is conducting the prosecution ; the defendant, 
if he has not given evidence on oath, may make a statement 
not on oath (?i). 

If there are more defendants than one, they address the jury and 
cross-examine witnesses in the order in which their names appear 
on the indictment, or in any order which the judge may think 
fit (o). 

If a defendant intends to call witnesses other than himself, 
the defendant or his counsel must call such witnesses (p) after 
opening his case, and these witnesses may be cross-examined by 
counsel for the prosecution (a). 

If there are more co-defendants than one being tried together, 
and one co-defendant calls evidence which is hostile to another 
defendant, the co-defendant may cross-examine such a witness {b). 

719. After the witnesses for the defence have given their testimony, 
the evidence is closed, and the court will not allow fresh evidence 
to he given, but if any matter arises unexpectedly in the evidence 
called by the defence, such a matter may be answered by rebutting 
evidence on behalf of the prosecution (c). 


a Criminal Procedure Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 18), s. 2; B. v. Gardner^ 
'] 1 Q,. B. 160, C. 0. B. ; Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 &62 Viet. c. 36), 
1 (b) ; see E, v. Berens (1865), 4 F. & F. 842 ; R, v. Wthh (1865), 4 F. & F. 
862 ; R. V. Rudland (1865), 4 F. & F. 495 ; K v. Puddick (1865), 4 F. & F. 
497 ; R. V. Hoi Chester (1866), 10 Cox, C. C. 226. But if by reserving his defence 
before the justices the prosecution have been prevented from investigating the 
case set up by the defendant at the trial, comment may be made on that 
circumstance (R, v. McNair (1909), 25 T. L. B. 228, 0. 0. A.). 

(?/) See p. 402, poet. 

(o) See R. v. Barber (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 434, at p. 438 \ R.y. BalfouTy Timee^ 
29th October, 1895, p. 4. 

{p) Criminal Procedure Act, 1866 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 18), s. 2. In R. v. Nicholson 
(1909), 2 Cr. App. Bep. 195, a conviction was quashed by the Court of Criminal 
Appeal, because witnesses for the defence who had attended at the trial were 
tola that they were not wanted and went away without giving evidence. 

(a) It is not usual for counsel for the prosecution to cross-examine witnesses 
to character, except when there is a previous conviction against the defendant 
who calls such witnesses. 

(5) R. V. Woods (1863), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 224 ; R. v. Burditt (1855), 6 Cox, C. 0. 
458, 0. 0. E. 

(c) R. V. Haynes (1869), 1 F. & F. 666 ; R. v. Frost (1839), 4 State Tr. (n. s.) 85, 
at p. 386 ; R. v. Whelan (1881), 14 Cox, 0. 0. 595. If evidence of good 
character is called on behalf of the defendant, the prosecution may give evidence 
of bad character [R. v. Rowton (1866), Le. ^ Ca. 620) ; but see R. v. Burt (1861), 



Part V. — Trial of Indictments. 


869 


720. After the close of the evidence for the defence, or if any 
rebutting evidence is allowed to the prosecution, after the close of 
such rebutting evidence, the defendant or his counsel may sum up 
his evidence (d), and the counsel for the prosecution has the right 
of reply (e). 

Sub-Seot. 3. — Judge's Summing up, 

721. After the close of the reply of the counsel for the prosecu- 
tion the presiding judge sums up the whole case and the evidence 
to the jury, gives his direction on the matters in issue and on the 
points of law applicable to these matters (/), and may give his 
opinion on such matters. Although the counsel for the prosecution 
may not comment on the failure of the defendant to give evidence, 
the judge, if he thinks right, may do so (g), 

Sub-Sect. 4. — View by Jury, 

722. The jury in a criminal trial may have a view of the locus 
in quOf if it is within the same county as that in which the trial 
takes place and if the court think that a view would be of service 
to them (h), 

Sub-Sect. 5. — Adjournment, 

723. The court may adjourn the hearing of a criminal case 
from day to day or for part of a day (i). 

During such adjournments, in all cases except those of treason, 
treason felony, and murder, the judge may allow the jury to 
separate at any time before they begin to consider their verdict (;). 


6 Cox, 0. C, 284, It is not usual to give suck evidence, except in the case of a 
previous conviction against the defendant {R, v. Hughes (1843), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 44), 

(d) Criminal Procedure Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet, c, 18), s. 2. 

(e) It is not usual for counsel to exercise this right when the only witnesses 
called are witnesses to character. If there are several defendants and witnesses 
are called by only one or some of them, there is no right of reply except against 
the defendants who call evidence {R. v. Hayes (1838), 2 Mood. & B. 155 ; R, v. 
TreveUi (1882), 15 Cox, C. C. 289 ; R, v. Kain (1883), 15 Cox, C. C. 388). 

(/) SeeLioel Act, 1792 (32 Geo. 3, c. 60), s. 2. Scfe R. v. ATeZviV/e (1909), 
2 Cr. App. Bep. 173 ; R,‘Y, Stoddart (1909), 25 T. L. E. 612, C. 0. A., and p. 434, 
posty as to misdirections. 

((/) KopsY, R.y [1894] A. C. 650, P. C. ; R. v. RhodeSy [1899] 1 Q. B. 77, 
C. 0. B. ; if a prisoner reserves his defence before the committing magistrate 
and so prevents the defence set up at the trial being investigated, the prosecution 
may comment on such conduct (R. v. MeVafr (1908), 25 T. L. B. 228, C. 0. A.). 

(A) Anon, (1815), 2 Chit. 422 ; R, v. Whalley (1847), 2 Car. & Kir. 376; R. v. 
Martin (1872), L. E. 1 C. C. B. 378. Such a view may be had even after the 
judge’s summing up {R* y, Marthiy supra). If a view is desired in another 
county, the indictment must be removed by certiorari (see Crown Office Buies, 
1906, r. 13; R, v. Gyde (1908), 72 J. P. 504). 

(t) R, V. Castro (1874), L. B. 9 Q. B. 350, at p. 356; R, v. Hardy (1794), 24 
State Tr. 199, 418 ; by a fiction of law all the days during which one assize or 
sessions lasts are treated as one day, but see Whitaker v. Wishey (1852), 6 Cox, 
C. C. 109. As to adjournment for part of a day for the production of evidence 
or other good cause, see B. v. Wtnbom (1842), 6 Jur. 267 ; R, v. Foster (1848), 
8 Car. & Kir. 201 ; R, v. Fernandez (1861), 2 F. & F. 862, n. ; B, y. Tempest 
(1858), 1 F. & F. 381 ; R, v. Parr (1862), 2 F. & F. 861 ; R, v. Robson (1864^ 4 
F. & F. 360 ; but see now Juries Detention Act, 1897 (60 Viet. c. 18). 

(j) Juries Detention Act, 1897 (60 Viet. c. 18), s. 1. In oases where the 


Seot. 4 . 
The 

Hearing. 

Closing 

speeches. 


Judge’s 
summing up. 


View by jury. 


Adjournment 
of hearing. 

Jury when 
allowed 
to separate. 



B70 


Criminal Law and Procedure. 


Sect. 4. 
The 

Hearinif. 

Discharge 
of jury in 
the course 
of a trial. 


Sub-Seot. 6 . — Biicharge of Jury in the Gou/ne of a Trial, 

724. The judge has power, whenever he deems proper, to discharge 
a jury in the course of the trial, and to swear a fresh jury and 
begin the trial of the case again. He is the sole judge of the 
propriety of such a course (k). 

If a juror is incapacitated, the jury may be discharged and a 
fresh jury called, who may be the remainder of the former jury with 
another added to their number, but the defendant should be given 
his challenges afresh (Z), and all the jurors should be resworn ; the 
witnesses should be resworn and their oral evidence taken again (m). 


Sub-Sect. 7. — Verdict, 

Verdict. 725- At the close of the judge’s summing-up the clerk of the 

court directs the jury to consider their verdict. They then confer 
together, and if they appear to have made up their minds, the clerk 
of the court asks them whether they are agreed on their verdict. 


judge has no power to allow the jury to separate, if the jury do separate in 
the course of the proceedings, the result is to make the trial bad, and the proper 
course is to discharge the jury and swear a fresh one and begin again (R, v. 
Ward (1867), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 673). 

{k) This course was pursued in R, v. Stevenson (1791), 2 Leach, 646 ; B, v. 
Streek (1826), 2 0. & P. 413 (prisoner ill); R. v. Scalbert (1794), 2 Leach, 620; 
B. V. Edwards (1812), Russ. & Ry. 224 (juror ill) ; R, v. Kmloch (1746), Post. 16 
(where at the request of the defendant a jury was discharged in order that the 
aefendant might withdraw a plea of not guilty and plead to the jurisdiction ; 
qiioerey whether such a course would now be followed ; see p. 355, ante) ; R, v. 
Stokes (1833), 6 0. & P. 151 (the trial was postponed at the request of the 
defendant owing to the absence of one of his witnesses) ; B, v. Phillips (1868), 
11 Cox, 0. C. 142 (where a juror who had not been summoned was sworn ; and 
see R, V. Metcalfe (1848), 3 Cox, C. C. 220) ; R. v. Macrae (1892), Roscoe, Criminal 
Evidence, 13th ed., 189 (juror unlawfully separating nimself from the jury 
and mingling with the public). It seems that it might be a good reason for 
discharging tne jury, if undue practice had been used to keep witnesses out 
of the way, or to influence them in giving or withholding their evidence or 
whore witnesses are prevented from giving evidence by sudden accidents (see 
R. V. Charleswoi'th (1861), 1 B. & S. 460, per Cockbubn, C.J., at p. 504). But 
it is not a good ground for discharging a jury merely that evidence for the Crown 
is not forthcoming or that a material witness for the Crown refuses to give evi- 
dence (iff. V, Lewis (1909), 78 L. J. (k. b.) 722, C. C. A. ; R, v. Gharlesworthy supra) ; 
or that the prisoner has a relation on the jury (2?. v. Wardle (1842), Car. & M. 
647), It is not a sufficient ground for discharging a jury that a material adult 
witness is not sufficiently acquainted with the nature and obligation of an oath. 
Where in such a case a judge discharged a jury that the witness might have an 
opportunity of being instructed, the judges considered that the discharge was 
improper [B. v. Wade (1825), 1 Mood. C. C. 86). As to the discharge of a jury 
who cannot agree on their verdict, see WinsorY. R, (1866), L. R. 1 Q. B. 289; 
ihuLf 390, Ex. Ch. ; and n. 374, post. The discharging of a jury is in the discre 
tion of the judge, and ids exercise of the discretion is not subject to review 
(R, V. LewiSt supra). As to irregularity in the proceedings not discovered till 
after verdict, see R, v. Murphy (1869), L. R. 2 P. C. 535. 

(Z) B, V. Edwards^ supra ; B, v. Beere (1842), 2 Mood. & R. 472. 

(m) In B, V. Bertrand (1867), L. R. 1 P. 0. 520, the Privy Council expressed 
an opinion that in a case of felony, when a jury who could not agree on their 
verdict had been discharged and a fresh jury sworn, it was irregular for the 
judge, even with the consent of the defendant, to read over from his notes the 
evidence given before the previous jury ; this was the course followed in B, v. 
Beere (1843), 2 Mood. & R. 472, and in JB. v. Momm (1903), 67 J. P. Jo. 267 ; 
but see B, v. Lawrence (1909), 25 T. L. R. 374 (felony), and in B, t. Foster 
(1836), 7 C. & P. 495 (misdemeanour). 
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If the foreman says “ Yes,” the clerk of the court asks them 
whether they find the defendant guilty or not guilty, and they 
deliver their verdict through the mouth of their foreman (n), and 
the verdict is recorded (o). 

The verdict may be either a general verdict of guilty or not 
guilty on the whole charge, or a verdict of guilty on one part of 
the charge and not guilty on another part, or a special verdict 
which finds the facts of the case and reserves the legal inference 
to be drawn from them for the judgment of the court. 

If several defendants are tried together, the jury may find one or 
more guilty and others not guilty (p). 

726. A jury cannot at common law convict a defendant of an 
offence of an entirely different character from that named in the 
indictment {q)y e.g., if the charge is one of felony, they cannofc at 
common law find the defendant guilty of a misdemeanour, and 
if the charge is a misdemeanour, they cannot find a verdict of 
guilty of a felony. 

They may, however, at common law, convict of a cognate offence 
of the same character but of a less aggravated nature, if the words 
of the indictment are wide enough to cover such an offence (r). 
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(n) See R. v. Wooller (1817), 2 Stark. 111. In general the assent of all the 
jury to the verdict pronounced by the foreman in their presence and hearing 
'will be conclusively inferred ; aliierf when it is uncertain whether they aU 
heard the verdict (ihid,). If a verdict is pronounced and one of the jury is so 
drunk or otherwise incapable that he cannot or does not assent, a conviction in 
such a case would, it seems, be bad (see Ex parte Morru (1907), 72 J. P. 5). 

(o) See 1 Ohitty, Criminal Law, 636, for the form of entry. In a mis- 
demeanour by consent of the defendant, the verdict may be pronounced out of 
court, e,g,, at the judge’s house (R, v. Woodfall (1770), 20 State Tr. 895, 903). 
As to amending a verdict after entry, see i?. v. Virrier (1840), 12 Ad. & El. 317. 

{p) See as to joint receivers, Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 94. 
On an indictment for a riot against three or more, if the jury acquit all but 
two and find two guilty, the verdict amounts to an acquittal of the two, unless 
the indictment charges them with having made a riot with other persons not 
being tried (2 Hawk. P. 0., o. 47, s. 8 ; R, v. Beach (1909), 2 Cr. App. Bep. 189). 
The result is similar in a case of conspiracy, if the jury acquit all the defen- 
dants but one (B. v. Thompson (1851), 16 Q, B. 832; R. v. Manning (1883), 12 

Q. B. D. 241 ; R. v. Plummer, [1902] 2 K. B. 339, 0. 0. B.). Where a charge is 
against several defendants for conspiring together to do several illegal acts, a 
finding by the jury that one of them is guilty of conspiring with some of the 
defen^nts to do one of the acts and guilty of conspiring with other defendants 
to do ano^er of the acts is bad as amounting to a finding that the defendant 
is guilty of two conspiracies, whereas the charge is only of one {O'Connell v. 

R, (1844), 11 01. & Fin. 165, H. L.). Where a charge was against eight 
defendants for conspiring to effect certain objects, and the jury foimd three of 
the defendants guilty generally and four of them guilty of conspiring to effect 
some of the objects and not guilty of conspiring to effect the other objects, 
the verdict was held to be bad and repugnant {O'Connell v. i?., supra). 

(q) R. V. Thomas (1875), L. B. 2 0. 0. B. 141 ; R. v. Woodhall, (1872), 12 
Cox, 0. 0. 240; R. v. CatheraU (1875), 13 Oox, C. 0. 109. 

(r) R. V. miingherry (1825), 4 B. & 0. 329 ; B. v. Euni (1811), 2 Camp. 583. 
On an indictment for murder a defendant may at common law be convicted of 
manslaughter {MacheUley's Case (1611), 9 Oo. J^p. 65 a, 67 b). On a charge of 
burglary and stealing or of robbery, tne jury may find a verdict of larceny (2 
Hale, P. 0. 302). On a charge of burglaty with intent to steal the jury m^ 
find a verdict of housebreaking or of stealing in a dwelling-house or of simple 
larceny (B. y. Compton (1828), 3 0. & P. 418 ; B. v. Bullock (1825), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 
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324, n.). On a charge of houBebreaking a verdict of simple larceny may be 
found (E. V. Brookes (1842), Oar. & M. 543 ; and see R, v. Beaney (1820), Russ. 
& Ry. 416). On a charge of assaulting, beating, wounding and occasioning 
actual bodily harm the jury may find a verdict of a common assault (E, v. 
Oliver (1860), Bell, 0. 0. 287 ; E. v. Yeadon (1861), Le. & Ca. 81 ; and see E. v. 
Taylor (1869), L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 194; and R. v. Daiy (1870), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 605, 
0. 0. R.); W on a charge of feloniously wounding the jury cannot find a 
verdict of a common assault. On a charge of assaulting and having unlawful 
carnal knowledge of a girl the jury may find a verdict of common assault {R. 
V. Guthrie (1870), L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 241). On a charge of an indecent assault the 
jury may find a verdict of a common assault (R. v. Bostock (1893), 17 Cox, 
0. U. 700). On a charge of publishing a defamatory libel “imowing it to be 
false” the jury may find a verdict of merely publishing a defamatory libel 
{Boeder v. R. (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 284). On a charge of perjury the jury may 
nnd a verdict of giiilty of the common law misdemeanour of taking a false oath 
{R. V. Hodgkiss (1869), L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 212). If two persons are jointly indicted 
for a joint offence and the jury find them guilty of separate offences, judgment 
cannot be given against both, bu4 on a pardon or nolle prosequi being entered 
against one, judgment may be given against the other (R. v. Hempstead (1818), 
Russ. & Ry. 344). The jury may acquit one and find the other guilty (R. v. 
Gray (1851), 2 Den. 86 ; R, v. Rendle (1909), 2 Or. App. Rep. 33). But on an 
indictment for burglary and larceny against two, one may be found guilty of 
the burglary and larceny and the other of the larceny only (R. v. Butterworth 
(1823), Russ. & Ry. 620). 

(«) On an indictment for embezzlement or fraudulent application or disposi- 
tion of property, the defendant maybe found guilty of simple larceny, or larceny 
as a clerk or servant or person employed in title public service or police, and on 
an indictment for simple larceny the defendant may be found guilty of embezzle- 
ment or fraudulent application or disposition of property (Larceny Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Yict. c. 96), s. 72), A defendant on an indictment for false pretences 
may be found guilty, even though it appears that the offence amounted to 
larceny {ibid., s. 88) ; but there is no provision enabling a defendant indicted of 
larceny to be found guilty, if the offence amounts to false pretences. If a 
person is indicted for robbery, he may be found guilty of an assault with intent 
to rob (ibid., s. 41). If on the trial of any person for a misdemeanour it 
appears that the offence amounts to a felony, the defendant is not entitled 
on that ground to be acquitted of the misdemeanour, but the defendant 
cannot afterwards be prosecuted for the felony on the same facts, unless the 
court discharges the jury and directs the defendant to be indicted for the felony 
(Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 16 Yict. c. 100), s. 12). On an indictment 
lor murder the defendant may be found guilty of concealment of the birth of 
the child alleged to be murdered (Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 
25 Yict. c. 100), s. 60). On an indictment for any felony except murder or 
manslaughter, if the defendant is charged with cutting, stabbing, or wounding 
any person, the juij may acquit the defendant of the felony and find him guilty 
of unlawfully cutting, stabbing or wounding (Prevention of Offences Act, 1851 
(14 <& 16 Yict. c. 19), s. 6). On an indictment for feloniously shooting with 
intent to do grievous bodily harm the defendant cannot under the Prevention 
of Offences Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Yict. o. 19), s. 5, be found guilty of unlawful 
wounding (R. v, MUler (1879), 14 Cox, 0. 0. 356), On an mdictment for 
manslaughter of a person under sixteen, the jury may find the defendant guilty 
of an offence of cruelty under the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 12 (4). 
On an indictment for the felony of administering poison or other destimctive or 
noxious thing so as thereby to endanger the life of such person or to infiictupon 
him any grievous bodily harm, a defendant may be found guilty of the mis- 
demeanour of administering etc. poison etc. to a person with intent to injure, 
^grieve, or annoy such person (Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Yiot c. 100), 8. 25 ; and see ss. 23, 24). If a person is indicted of the felony of 
the riotous demolition of buildings under s. 11 of the Malicious Damage A<^ 
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727. Where a special verdict (t) is returned, it is for the court 
to draw such inference and to direct a verdict of guilty or not 
guilty to be entered (a). 

The jury may also find a special verdict to the effect that the 
defendant was guilty of the act or omission charged against 
him, but was insane at the time when he did the act or made the 
omission (6), 

728. A judge is not bound to receive at once the first verdict 
which the jury bring in; he may direct them to reconsider it(c). 
If their verdict is meaningless or inconsistent, he may refuse to 
accept it. If, however, they insist on a general verdict of guilty or 
not guilty, the judge must accept it (d). 

729. If a verdict is entered which is not in accordance with the 
intention of the jury, the mistake may be corrected and a verdict 


1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), lie may be found guilty of the misdemeanour of 
riotously injuring such buildings (Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (21 & 25 Viet, 
c. 97), 8. 12). If a person is indicted for rape or for the unlawful carnal know- 
ledge of a girl under the age of thiiteen under s. 4 of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet, a 69), he may be found guilty of an offence 
under ss. 3, 4, or 5 of that Act or of an indecent assault {ibid.f s, 9). On an 
indictment for a corrupt practice at an election a defendant may be found guilty 
•of an illegal practice (Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 
47 Viet. c. 61), 8. 52). If a person is indicted for any felony or misdemeanour, 
he may be found guilty of an attempt to commit the felony or misdemeanour 
charged (Crirninal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 16 Viet. c. 100), s. 9 ; see i?. v. 
lirown (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 357, C. C. K. ; R. v. Ring (1892), 61 L. J. (m. 0.) 116, 
C. C. K. ; and R. v. WilUame^ [1893] 1 Q. B. 320, C. C. E.). But see R, v. 
M'Phreon (1857), Dears. & B. 197, where it was held that a defendant could 
not be convicted of an attempt to steal goods from a house when there were no 
goods there. This case is, however, of doubtful authority having regard to the 
decisions last mentioned. See also R, v. Connell (1853), 6 Cox, 0. C. 178 ; R, v. 
Hapgood and Wyatt (1870), L. E. 1 C. 0. E. 221. 

(^) See p. 371, ante; R, v. Dudley (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 273, 660 ; R. v. Stainee 
Local Board (1888), 62 J. P. 215. 

(а) /j?. V. Farnhoroughf [1895] 2 Q, B. 484, C. 0 E., per Pollock, B., at 
p. 486 ; see R, v. Naylor (1865), L. E. 1 C. C. E. 4, at p. 6. The judge cannot 
ask the j ury whether they believe the evidence for the prosecution and, on their 
saying they do, enter a verdict of guilty {R. v. Farnhoroughy supra). It is doubtful 
whether a judge can lawfully put certain specific questions to the jury and, 
on their answering them in a particular way, direct them to find a particular 
verdict (see R. v. Jameson (1896), Shorthand Notes, n. 396, where a verdict of 
guilty was extracted by tnis means from an unwilling jury. See O’Brien, 
Life of Lord Eussell of Killowen, p. 282). If, after the jury have given a special 
verdict, the court enters a general verdict of guilty, an appeal will lie to the 
Court of Ciiminal Appeal (see Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 6 
(3) ; see R. v. Knight (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 186 ; R. v. Muirhead (1908), 1 Cr. 
App. Eep. 189). If no general verdict is given, it seems that the proper course 
is to move the record into the King’s Bench Division (see R. v. Dudley y supra). 
If the finding of the jury is ambiguous or inconsistent, and a verdict of guilty 
has been entered on it, the conviction will be quashed {R. v. Cray (1891), 
17 Cox, 0. C. 299, C. 0. E.), but see R. v. Fetch (1909), 26 T. L. E. 401, C. C. A. 

(б) Trial of Lunatics Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 38), s. 2 (1). The effect of this 
verdict is that the court orders the defendant to be kept in custody as a criminal 
lunatio till the King’s pleasure shall be known (see p. 242, ante). 

(c) R. v. Meany (1862), Le. & Ca. 213. 

(d) R. V. Meany, supra , at p. 216, per Pollock, C.B. ; R. v. Yeadon (1861), 
Le. & Oa. 81. 
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entered in accordance with their intention, or they may retire and 
reconsider the question and bring in another verdi^ (e). 

730 . If the jury cannot in court within a reasonable time agree 
on their verdict, they may be ordered to retire to a room, and a 
bailiff is sworn to keep them apart (/). They must not separate 
from the time when they have been directed to consider their 
verdict until the time when they deliver their verdict or are 
discharged (^). 

If the jury cannot agree upon a verdict, they may, at the 
discretion of the judge, be discharged without giving a verdict, but 
such a discharge does not amount to an acquittal, and the defendant 
may be tried again (ft). 

731 . If the verdict is one of not guilty, the defendant must be 
immediately discharged, unless there is another indictment against 
him on which it is proposed to proceed (i). 

If the jury find the facts in a special verdict, the defendant may 
be detained in custody or admitted to bail until judgment is 
given. 

If the verdict is one of guilty and there is another count in the 
indictment against the prisoner charging him with having been 
previously convicted, he is arraigned on that count. If he pleads 
not guilty to the count alleging a previous conviction, the juryt 
without being resworn, are charged to inquire concerning the 
alleged previous conviction; evidence is given to prove it (ft), and 
the jury give their verdict on the count alleging it. 


(c) Ji. V. Parkin (1824), 1 Mood. 0. C. 45 ; li, v. Vodden (1853), Dears. 0. 0. 
229 (where the correction was made when the defendant had been discharged 
and nad left the dock, and the prisoner was brought back and sentenced). 

(/) 2 Hale, P. 0. 296, 297. They may, at the discretion of the judge, be 
allowed the use of a fire when out of court, and may be allowed reasonable 
refreshment to be procured at their own expense (Juries Act, 1870 (33 & 34 
Viet. c. 77), s. 23), In Ji, v. Newton (1849), 13 d. B. 716, at p. 735, Kolfb, B., 
it seems, allowed a surgeon to attend one of the jurors. 

(0) 4 Bl. Com. 354. 

(ft) Wimor v. R, (J866), L. E. 1 Q. B. 390, Ex. Oh. ; R, v. Newton (1849), 
13 Q. B. 716. If a verdict is so insufficiently expressed or so ambiguous that a 
jud^ent cannot be founded upon it, it seems that the court may discharge 
the jury and award a venire de novo (see R. v. Murphy (1869), L. E. 2 P. C. 535, 
at p. 548, and compare E. v. Woodfall (1770), 20 State Tr. 895, 903, 917). 
Quaere, whether any court except the court of trial now has the power to 
award a venire de novo. The Court of Criminal Appeal has no such power ; see 
Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 20 (1)), and p. 433, poet 

(1) Gaol Fees Abolition Act, 1815 (55 Geo. 3, c. 60), ss. 4, 5, 9, 13 ; Gaol 
Fees Abolition Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 114); Mee v. Cruikskank (1902), 20 
Cox, 0. C. 210. A defendant on a charge of misdemeanour is, on acquittal, 
entitled to a copy of the record (3 Eussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 463). On the 
question whether a defendant ^c[uitted on a charge of felony is entitled to a 
copy of the record the authorities are conflicting (R, v. Brangan (1742), 1 
Leach, 27 ; Ghroenvdt v. Burrell (1697), 1 Ld. Eaym. 252 ; Browne v. Gumming 
(1829), 10 B. & 0. 70). 

(ft) This is usually done by producing a certificate of the oonviction under 
the nand of the clerk of the court or other officer having the custody of the 
records of the court where the conviction took place (Evidence Act, 1861 
(14 & 15 Viet, a 99), s. 13), and by calling a witness to prove that the person 
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Sub-Seot. 8 . — Bespite and Arrest of Judgment. 

732. If there is no count alleging a previous conviction, or if 
there is one and the jury have given their verdict on it, the court 
in charges of treason and felony demands of the prisoner whether 
he has or knows anything to say why judgment should not be 
pronounced against him (/). 

If the defendant is a female and she has been found guilty of a 
capital charge, she may allege that she is quick with child, and 
thereupon a jury of twelve matrons must be impannelled and 
sworn to try whether or not this is the case. This they do by 
inspection of the defendant, but it is usual to give them the 
assistance of a surgeon in their examination. If the jury of 
matrons finds that she is quick with child, the court respites the 
offender until she is delivered of a child, or until the expiration of 
the ordinary period of gestation (m). Upon her delivery, or when 
such time has elapsed, unless she has been reprieved by the Grown, 
she should again be brought into court and asked whether she has 
anything to allege why execution should not be awarded (n). It 
would seem that she cannot then allege a new pregnancy (o). 

733. Any prisoner may, by himself or his counsel, move the 
court in arrest of judgment. 

The grounds of this motion may be an objection appearing on 
the face of the record, such as want of certainty in the indictment 
or omission or insujSScient statement of some material allegation, 
where such defect is more than formal and has not been amended 
or cured by verdict. The granting of a pardon after the arraign- 
ment is also a ground for moving in arrest of judgment (p). 

The court may itself without motion arrest judgment, if it is of 
opinion that no offence in law is disclosed in the indictment {q). 

If judgment is arrested, an acquittal is entered and the defendant 
is entitled to be discharged, unless there is another indictment 
against him, but the acquittal is no bar to a fresh indictment (r), 

734. If judgment is not arrested, it may on good grounds be 
respited, except in the case of a conviction for murder (s). 


mentioned in the conviction is the same person as the defendant (see i?. v. 
Drabble (1909), 63 Sol. Jo. 4i9). 

U) This is called the allocutus. In misdemeanours the defendant is not 
called upon (1 Chitty, Criminal Law, 652). For form of the allocutus^ see 
4 Chitty, Criminal Law, 364. 

(m) 1 Chitty, Criminal Law, 759 ; R, v. Baynton (1702), 14 State Tr. 598, 634. 
See R. V. Wycherley (1838), 8 0. & P. 262 ; R. v. Hunt (1847), 2 Cox, C. 0. 261 ; 
Taylor, Medical Jurisprudence, Vol. II., 39. 

(n) 1 Hale, P. C. 369. 

(o) 3 Co. Inst. 17 ; 2 Hawk. P, 0., c. 61, s. 10 ; 1 Hale, P. 0. 369 ; 2 iW., 
413; see also 1 Chitty, Criminal Law, 760, 761. 

(p) See note (o), p. 355, ante. A defendant must be in court when a motion in 
aiTest of judgment is made {R. v. Spragg (1760), 2 Burr. 930). 

(q) R. V. Waddingion (1800), 1 East, 143, 146. As to the effect of the repeal 
of a statute on which an indictment was founded, see R. v. Denton (1852), 
Dears. C. 0. 3; R, v. Mawgan (/n^a5iton<«) (1838), 8 Ad. & EL 496; R, v. 
McKenzie (1820), Buss. & By. 429. 

(r) Vaux'e Case (1691), 4 Co. Bep. 44 a, 45 a. 

(«) Keen v. R. (1847), 10 CL B. 028 ; stat. 1 Edw. 6, o. 7, s. 6. Judgment on 
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Cbiminal Law and Procedure. 

Sub-Seot. 9,—Jud(jmei\t, 

736. If judgment is not arrested or respited, the court proceeds 
then or subsequently to deliver judgment. 

In cases of treason and felony the defendant must be present 
when judgment is given (0* In cases of misdemeanour the 
presence of the defendant is not necessary, but is usually required, 
unless the judgment is merely to pay a fine, or there is good cause 
for his absence {u). 

Before judgment is given, the court may, in cases where the 
court has a discretion as to what punishment it shall award {w), 
hear evidence for the Crown or the defendant on the question what 
punishment should be awarded {x). 

Judgment must be pronounced orally in open court ; if there is 
only one presiding judge, the judgment is pronounced by him; 
in trials at bar the practice is for the senior puisne judge to deliver 
judgment (a). 

If there has been a verdict of guilty on more counts than one, 
the proper course is to deliver and enter up a separate judg- 
ment on each count (6). 


conviction for murder cannot be respited (Offences against the Person Act, 
1861 (24 & Viet, c. 100), s. 2). In cases to which the Judgment of Death 
Act, 1823 (4 Geo. 4, c. 48), applies (f.e., offences under the Dockyards etc. 
Protection Act, 1772 (12 Geo. 3, c. 24), and the Piracy Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 
Viet, c. 88), 8. 2), if the court is of opinion that the offender is a fit and proper 
person to be recommended to the royal mercy, the court may abstain from 
pronouncing judgment of death upon him, and may order the judgment to be 
entered on record (Judgment of Death Act, 1823 (4 Geo. 4, c. 48), s. 1 ; 
Central Criminal Court Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 77), ss. 1, 3 — 7). 

(<) R, V. Bethell (1696), 1 Ld. Raym. 47 ; R, v. Harris (1697), 1 Ld. Raym. 
267, 

(w) R, V, Harwood (1738), 2 Stra. 1088 ; R. v. WilliamB (1870), 18 W. R. 806 ; 
R, V. ConstahJe (1826), 7 Dow. & Ry. (k. b.) 663 ; R, Y,Kinglake (1870), 18 W. R. 
806 ; R, V. Boltz (1826), 6 B. & 0. 334 ; R, v. Woodward (1831), 4 C. & P. 540, n. ; 
R, V. Chichoster (1851), 17 Q, B. 504, n. If the defendant is absent without 
good cause, a warrant may be issued for his arrest, and if the proceedings are 
in the King’s Bench Division and he is under recognisance to appear and 
receive judgment, the recognisance will be estreated and a warrant issued for 
his arrest {R, v. Chichester, supra), 

(w) The court has no discretion in cases of murder (Offences against the 
Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 2), or treason (Treason Act, 1814 
(54 Geo. 3, c. 146), s. 1, but as to children see Children’s Act, 1908 (8 
Edw. 7, c. 67), 8. 103), or of offences against the Dockyards etc. Protection 
Act, 1772 (12 Geo. 3, c. 24), s. 1, or of piracy (Offences at Sea Act, 1636 (28 
Hen. 8, c. 15), s. 2; stat. (1698-9) 11 WiU. 3, c. 7, ss. 7, 8; Piracy Act, 1837 
(7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 88), s. 2 ; out judgment for offences against the Dock- 
yards etc. Protection Act, 1772 (12 Geo. 3, c. 24), and the Piracy Act, 1837 (7 
Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 88), may be recorded instead of being pronounced). In all 
other cases, it seems, tne coui't has a discretion within certain limits. 

{x) See R. v. Dignam (1837), 7 Ad. & El. 693; R. v. Cox (1831), 4 0. & P. 
638, 640 ; R, v. Withers (1789), 3 Term Rep. 428 ; R, v. Lloyd (1832), 4 B. & 
Ad. 136 ; eVown Office Rules, 1906, r. 170 ; A v. Ellis (1826), 6 B. & 0. 145, 148. 
As to evidence of character and previous conviction see p. 382, post 

(а) See R. v. Lynch (1903), 19 T. L. R. 163, at p. 179. AlS to recording 
jud^ent of death, see supra. As t^’udgments by justices of nisi prius in 
treason and felony, see stat. (1435) 14 Hen. 6, c. 1. 

(б) See Campbell Y, R, (1849), 11 Cb B. 799; 0 Connell v. JS. (1844), 11 OL 
A Fin. 15.5, H. L. ; Castro v. A (1881), 6 App. Oas. 229. 
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736. After the judgment has been pronounced, a minute of the 
judgment is entered on the indictment and in the book kept for that 
purpose by the clerk of the court (c). 

The court may at any time during the same assizes or sessions 
before the judgment has been entered on the record vacate the 
judgment passed and substitute another (d!). 

When the judgment has been entered on the record, it cannot be 
altered, but can be reversed or amended by the Court of Criminal 
Appeal (e). 


Part VI. — Evidence in Criminal Cases. 

Sect. 1 . — General Rules. 

737. The rules of evidence which govern the proof of facts in a 
criminal trial are substantially the same as those which apply in 
a civil trial (/), but there are some particular points of difiference 
arising from the special nature of criminal proceedings. 

The rules of evidence may be classified under three main heads, 
(1) those which deal with the burden of proof ; (2) those which 
determine what facts are relevant, and must or may be proved ; 
(8) those which determine the method of proof. All these points 
are questions of law to be determined by the judge, while the weight 
of any facts proved, if a case is left to the jury, is a question for 
the jury to determine. 

Sub Sect. 1.— TAe Burden of Proof. 

738. In order to decide on whom the burden of proof lies, it is 
necessary to consider what is the issue or point in dispute. The 
issue is determined by the pleadings. 

In criminal proceedings the prosecution in the indictment alleges 


(c) It appears that a formal judgment is not drawn up, except when the record 
is made up for the purposes of a certiorari or writ of error (Stephen, History 
of the Criminal Law, Voh L, 309). But writs of error are now abolished 
(Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7 c. 23), s. 20 (1) ). As to entry of judg- 
ment, see Campbell v. R. (1849), 11 Q. B. 799; G* Connell v. R. (18*44), 11 
Cl. & Fin. 165, H. L. ; R. v. Powell (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 76 ; RyalU v. R, (1848), 
11 Q. B. 781, 798 ; Gregory y. R. (1850), 15 Q. B. 974, Eil Oh. ; ffdloway y, R. 
(1851), 17 a B. 317. 

(d) R. V. Price (1805), 6 East, 323, 328; R. y. Leicesterehire Justices (1813), 1 
M. & S. 442. 

(e) R. V. Fox (1866), 10 Cox, C. 0. 602; R. y. Horn (1883), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 
205, 0. 0. E. ; R. v. Turner^ [1904] 1 K. B. 181, 0. 0. E. ; see Criminal Appeal 
Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), ss. 4 (3), 6. As to the grounds on which judgment 
may be set aside, see p. 434, post. 

(/) A.-G. V. Le Merchant (1772), cited in R. y, Watson (1788), 2 Term Eep. 
202, n. ; R. y. Burdett (1820), 4 B. & Aid. 96, at p. 122 ; R. v. Watson (1817), 
2 Stark. 116, 166 ; R. v. Murphy (1837), 8 C. & P. 297, 306 ; K v. Francis (1874), 
L. E. 2 0. 0. R 128, at p. 133. As to the general niles of evidence, see title 
Evidbncb. It is a rule of prudence rather than law that requires more 
stringent proof in criminal than in civil cases (R. v. White (1866), 4 F. & F. 
883 ; R. V. Hobson (1823), 1 Lew. 0. 0. 261 ; R. v. Blandy (1752), 18 State Tr. 
1118, per Lboge, B., at 1186). 
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certain facts. The defendant is called upon to plead to the indict- 
ment. If he pleads guilty, he admits that he is guilty of the offence as 
charged in the indictment, but not necessarily the truth of the facts 
stated in the depositions (^). If he pleads the general issue, i.e., not 
guilty, he denies all these facts and thus raises the issue whether the 
facts alleged in the indictment are true or not. A defendant may 
also plead one or more of certain special pleas (a), by which he 
affirms that certain facts are true; the prosecution then either 
traverses or admits the special plea. 

The general rule of evidence is that he who affirms must 
prove ; therefore, a defendant who pleads not guilty throws upon 
the prosecution the burden of proving that the facts alleged in the 
indictment are true, and, if he pleads a special plea and the prosecu- 
tion traverses it, the burden is upon the defendant of proving that 
the facts alleged in his plea are true. 


Sur.^ECT. Relevant Fadi. 

Facts that 739. A party can only prove facts relevant to his case, and it 
is only the party on whom the burden of proof lies who is bound 
^ ‘ to prove any facts at all. 

In all criminal trials, where the defendant pleads not guilty, the 
burden of proof is on the prosecution, who must prove the facts that 
are alleged in the indictment, and may prove any other facts which 
help to prove those facts. If the prosecution does not give sufficient 
proof of the alleged facts so as to establish a primd jade case, the 
case must be withdrawn from the jury and a verdict of ‘‘ not guilty ** 
directed (6). 

The defendant, unless he pleads a special plea, need not give 
any evidence at all ; he may content himself with attempting 
to destroy the case for the prosecution or to prove his own inno- 
cence by cross-examination of the witnesses for the prosecution. 
If he adduces evidence, it must be relevant to his case, that is, it 
must tend to disprove the facts alleged by the prosecution or to 
prove his own innocence. 


Proof of 740. The prosecution must first give satisfactory proof of the 

eorput delicti, corpus delicti^ i.e., must prove that the offence charged has been 
committed by someone (c). The prosecution must then prove that 


(g) Seo R. v. Riley, n896] 1 Q. B. 309, 0. 0. E., per Hawkins, J., at p. 318. 
(a) E.g., a plea to tne jurisdiction, of autre/oia convict or auirefoie acguit, of 

a pardon, of justification in libel, and of an obli^tion to repair a highway 
ratione tenuroe; see p. 355, ante, A defendant maj also demur to the indictment, 
but this only raises an issue of law, not an issue of fact. 

(h) See R, v. Stoddart (1909), 25 T. L. E. 612, 0. 0. A 

(c) See 2 Hale, P. 0. 290 ; R, v. Burdett (^20), 4 B. & Aid. 95, at p. 162 ; Evans 
V. Evans (1790), 1 Hag. Oon. 355, wr Sir William Soott, at p. 105. The corjptw 
delicti m^ be proved by direct eviaence or by irresistible grounds of presumption 
(ibid,). It is doubtful whether it must be established by some evidence other than 
the mere confession of the accused (1 Phillijras on Evidence, 10th ed., 406 ; R, y. 
Flaherty (1847), 2 Oar. & Kir. 782; R v. Wheeling (1789), 1 Leach, 311; R, v. 
White (1823), Euss. & Ey. 508 ; R, v. Falkner (1822), Buss. & Ey. 481 ; R, v. 
Ttppet (1828), Euss. & Ey. 509; B, v. Eldridge (1821), Euss. & Ey. 440; R, v. 
Tuffs (1831), 5 0. & P. 167 ; R, v. Burton (1854), Dears. 0. 0. 282 ; R, v. Edgar 
(1831), 3 Bussell on CJrimes, 6th ed., 478, n., per Patteson, J. ; R, v. Sutcliffe 
(1850), 4 Cox, 0. 0. 270 ; E. v. VnMes (1873), 8 I. E. 0. L. 50, per Fitzgerald, 
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the defendant is the person who committed the offence charged. 
Any facts which affirmatively prove either of these propositions 
are j'elevant evidence for the prosecution (d). 

All the details of the alleged criminal transaction are relevant 
to the case for the prosecution as being part of the res gesta and 
should be proved. 


J., at p. 57 ; M, v. Sullivan (1887), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 347). In chargee of murder or 
manslaughter a conviction can never, it seems, take place unless the body of the 
person whom the prisoner is accused of having murdered is found or there is 
evidence, either direct or circumstantial, of the death of the person said to be 
murdered (see 3 Co. Inst. 232; 2 Hale, P. C. 290; R, v. B(ywning \\^22), Wills 
on Circumstantial Evidence, 5th ed., 240 ; R, v. Hindmar6h (AlQ2), 2 Leach, 
669 ; R, V. Hopkina (1831), 8 C. & P. 591 ; R. v. Tawell (1845), Wills on Circum- 
stantial Evidence, 6th ed., per Parke, B., at p. 316). it seems, therefore, that 
in charges of murder a mere confession without proof of the finding of the body 
or of the death of the person alleged to be murdered is insufficient (see Anon., 1 
Leach, 264, n.). According to Maule, J. {R, v. Burton, supra, at p. 54), the 
rule as to the corpus ddidi is a rule of caution and prudence in cases of 
murder and manslaughter, and not an absolute rule of evidence. In 
cases of concealment of birth the dead body of the child must be found and 
identified (i?. v. Williams (1871), 11 Cox, C. 0. 684). As to proof of the corpus 
delicti in cases of libel, see R. v. Burdett (1820), 4 B. & Aid. 96. In charges 
of larceny there must be evidence that the goods mentioned in the indict- 
ment were stolen by someone (R, v. Dredge (1845), 1 Cox, C. C. 236), but it is 
not necessary always to prove that the prosecutor missed any of the goods 
alleged to be stolen, if from the facts proved the jury may infer that the goods 
were taken from him (2 East, P. C. 657 ; R. v. Burton (1854), 23 L. J. (m. c.) 
62 C. C. R. ; R. V. Hooper (1857), 1 F. & F. 85) ; in such a case the proof of the 
corpus delicti is inextricably bound up with proof of the connection of the 
defendant with it. But a person cannot be convicted of stealing goods of an 
unknown person, unless due proof is made that a felony was committed in 
respect of these goods (2 Hale, P. C. 290). In a charge of conspiracy general 
evidence of the existence of the conspiracy may first be given, before particular 
facts are proved which show that one or more of the defendants took part in it 

J Queen Carolines Case (1820), 2 Brod. & Bing. 310, H. L. ; see 2 Starkie on Evi- 
ence, 3rd ed., 327 ; R. v. Deasy (1883), 15 Cox, C. C. 334; R. v. Hammond (1799), 
2 Esp. 719; R. v. Hunt (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 566 ; R. v. Frost (1839), 9 C. & P. 129, 
475; R. V. Sidney (1683), 9 State Tr. 817, at p. 841 ; R. v. Sheflard (1840), 9 C. & P. 
277; R. V. Desrnond (1868), 11 Cox, C. C. 146). As to a defendant being found 
guilty of an offence other than that with which he is charged, see p. 371, ante. 

(d) See p. 378, ante, Thus, while it is not incumbent on the prosecution 
to prove motive (see p. 236, ante), yet evidence may be given for the prosecution 
to show that the defendant had a motive for committing the crime charged (see 
R. V. Clewes (1830), 4 C. & P. 221, at p. 226) ; and so evidence may be given for 
the defence to show that the defendant had no motive for committing the alleged 
crime, or that he had a motive for not committing it {^R. v. Grant (1865), 4 
F. & F. 322 ; R. v. Bingham (1811), Wills on Circumstantial Evidence, 6th ed., 
217; R. V. Downing (1822), Wills on Circumstantial Evidence, 6th ed., 218), 
Where a special intent is oi the essence of an offence {e.g., assault with intent to 
murder), the special intent must be proved, and proof of a different intent will 
not sumce (R. v. Pemhliton (1874), L. R. 2 0. 0.^ 119; R. v. (1865), 

Wills on Circumstantial Eviaence, 5th ed., 217 ; R. v. Rooke{\%b%), 1 F. & F. 107 ; 
but see R. v. Woodhume (1722), 16 State Tr. 53, at 80, 8 1 ). But a criminal intent 
may often be presumed irom an act itself (72. v. Mawgridge (1707), 1 East, P. 0. 
276 ; 72. v. Maloney (1861), 9 Cox, 0. 0. 6 ; 72. v. Farrington (1811), Russ. & Ry. 
207; R. y. Ward (1872), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 356). If it is proved that a person 
did an act which is criminal only if done by a person in a certain state of 
the mind {e.g., receiving stolen goods with knowledge that they are stolen), 
such a state of mind cannot be inferred from the mere act itself and must be 
proved by accompanying carcumstances or other facts (see B, v, Oddy (1851), 2 
Den. 264, at p. 273). 
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All acts done by the accused or by anyone in his presence or by 
anyone acting under his orders, and all statements, whether oral 
or written, made by him or by anyone in his presence or by his 
authority in his absence, either at the time of the alleged trans- 
action or before or after it, are, if connected with the criminal 
transaction, relevant and may be proved (e). 

The evidence must be confined to the facts which constitute 
or are connected with the offence charged, and proof cannot generally 
be given of other facts which have no connection with this oSence(f), 
If, however, there are other facts which are so inextricably mixed 
up with the facts which constitute the offence charged as to form 
one transaction, proof may be given of such other facts (g). 

741 . The fact that an accused person has induced or attempted 
to induce another person to give false evidence on his behalf is 
relevant to the case for the prosecution and may be proved at the 
trial (h). 

742 . Evidence cannot be given for the prosecution to prove 
that the defendant is of bad character (i) or has a propensity to 
commit criminal acts of the same nature as the offence charged (j). 

But in cases where a guilty knowledge or intention or design is 
of the essence of the offence, proof may be given that the defendant 
did other acts similar to those which form the basis of the charge. 
Such acts may be proved, whether they were done before or after 


(e) 8eelt, v. Gordon (^Lord George) (1781), 21 State Tr. 486, 635 ; R» Damaree 
(1709), Fost. 214. As to confessions oy the defendant, see p. 394, fost. There is 
some doubt as to expressions used in the absence of the accused immediately 
after the act alleged to be done by the accused (see R, v. Bedingfield (1879), 14 
Cox, 0. 0. 341, where, the defendant being charged with the murder of his wife 
by cutting her throat, the particulars of a statement made by the wife on coming 
with her throat cut out of the house where the prisoner was were not allowed 
by CooKBXJRN, O.J., to be given in evidence ; but see R. v. Morgan (1875), 14 
Cox, 0. C. 337; R, v. Foster (1834), 6 C. & P. 325 ; Aveson v. Kinnaird [Lord) 
^805), 6 East, 188, per Lord Ellenborougu, C.J., at p. 193; Thom'pson v. 
Trtvanion (1693), Skin. 402), As to a statement by a third party made out of the 
hearing of the defendant but immediately before the commission of an offence, 
see R. V. Fowkes, Times newspaper, 8th March, 1856 ; Stephen, Digest of the 
Law of Evidence, 4. 

The fact that a person in respect of whom an outrage or injury is alleged to 
have been committed made a complaint to a third person soon after the alleged 
outrage or injury, although such complaint was made in the absence of the 
defendant, is admissible, and in cases of rape and similar offences the details of 
the conmlaint are admissible (see p. 394, post), 

(/) JR, V. Butler (1846), 2 Oar. & Kir. 221 ; R, v. OlliSy [1900] 2 Q. B. 758, 
0. 0. R., per Channell, J., at p. 781. 

(g) R, V. Voke (1823), Russ. & Ry. 631 ; R. v. Fllis (1826), 6 B. & C. 145 ; R, 
v. Winkworth (1830), 4 0. & P. 444 ; R, v. Mansfield (1841), Car. & M. 140 ; R, 
V. Long (1833), 6 0. & P. 179 ; R, v. Blease^ale (1848), 2 Car. <fe Kir. 765 ; R, v. 
Cobden (1862), 3 E. & F. 833 ; R, v. Firth (1869), L, R. 1 0. 0. R. 172 ; Ex parte 
Burnbut [1901] 2 K. B. 458; R. v. Welman (1853), Dears. 0. C. 188. “ If 
several and distinct offences do intermix and blend themselves with each other, 
the detail of the party’s whole conduct must be pursued ” (R, v. Whiley (1804), 
2 Leach, 983, pet Lord Ellenborotjoh, O.J., at p. 985). 
ih) R, V. WaU (1905), 20 Cox, 0. C. 852. 

(») As to giving evidence of previous convictions, see p. 382, post, 

(/) K V. Turherfield (1864), 34 L. J. (m. a) 20, 0. 0. R. ; R, v. Cole (1810), 
Fl^pps on Evidence, 10th L, 508. 
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the acts which form the basis of the charge, and even if they form 
or have formed the basis of other charges. Such evidence is 
admissible to show not that the defendant did the acts which form 
the basis of the charge, but that, if he did such acts, he did them 
intentionally and not accidentally, or inadvertently, or innocently, 
or that they formed a part of a system (k). 

{k) SucL evidence has been admitted on charges of murder (see It. v. Qeering 
(1849), 18 L. J. (M. 0.) 215, where the prisoner was accused of poisoning her 
husband with arsenic, and to show that the husband was poisoned with arsenic 
and that the arsenic was intentionally given him, it was proved that of her three 
sons who lived with the prisoner, and whom she supplied with food, two died 
and one became ill from arsenical poisoning) ; see also Ji. v. Qarner (1864), 4 
F. & F. 346 ; B. v. Cotton (1873), 12 Cox, C. 0. 400 ; B. v. IJeesm (1878), 14 Cox, 
0. 0. 40 ; B. V. Flannagan (1884), 15 Cox, 0. 0. 403 ; compare B. v. Mogg (1830), 
4 0. & P. 364 ; and see Makin v. A.-O.for New South Wales, [1894] A. 0. 57, P. C., 
where the prisoners (husband and wife) were tried for the murder of an infant 
child whom they had received from its mother for a small sum on the pretence 
that they wished to adopt it, and whose body was found buried in the yard of a 
house where the prisoners had lived ; to prove that the child did not die acci- 
dentally or from natural causes evidence was given that the prisoners had 
received other children for small payments and on similar representations, and 
that the bodies of twelve other infants had been found buried in the yards of 
houses where the prisoners had lived). Similar evidence may be admitted on 
a charge of the unlawful use of instruments to procure a miscarriage (B, v. 
Dale (1889), 16 Cox, 0. C. 703; B. v. Bond, [1906] 2 K. B. 389, C. 0. R.) ; on a 
charge of maliciously shooting (R. v. Voke (1823), Russ. & Ry. 531); on a 
charge of false pretences or fraud (R. v. Roebuck (1856), 7 Cox, 0. 0. 126, 0. 0. R. ; 
R. V. Francis (1874), L. R. 2 C. 0. R. 128 ; B. v. Rhodes, [1899] 1 Q. B. 77, 
0. 0. R. ; R. V. OUis, [1900] 2 Q. B. 758, 0. 0. R. ; B. v. Wyatt, [1901] 1 K B. 
188, C. C. R. ; B. v. Smith (1905), 20 Cox, C. 0. 804, 0. C. R. ; the case of R. v. 
Holt (1860), 8 Cox, C. C, 411, 0. 0. R., is not, it seems, now to be regarded as 
an authority to the contraiy: see R. v. Smith, supra) ; embezzlement (i?. v. 
Richardson (I860), 2 F. & F. 343 ; B. v. Stephens (1388), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 387, 
0. 0. R.) ; uttering forged instruments or counterfeit coins (7?. v. Whiley (1804), 

2 Leach, 983 ; R. v. Hough (1806), Russ. & Ry. 120 ; R. v. Bail (1807), Russ. & 
Ry. 132 ; R. v. Millard (1813), Russ. & Ry. 245 ; R. v. Fuller (1816), Russ. & Ry. 
308 ; R. V. Foster (1855), 24 L. J. (m. 0.) 134, 0. 0. R. ; R. v. Smith (1831), 4 0. 
& P. 411 ; R. V. rhilliys (1829), 1 Lew. 0. C. 105 ; R. v. Forbes (1835), 7 0. & P. 
224 ; R. V. Cooke (1838), 8 0. & P. 586 ; R. v. Brown (1861), 2 F. & F. 559 ; R, 
V. Weeks (1861), 30 L. J. (m, o.) 141, 0. O.R. ; B. v. Salt (1862), 3 F. & F. 834 : 
B. V. Colclovgh (1882), 15 Cox, 0. 0. 92, 0. 0. R.) ; arson [R.y. Dossett {\MQ) , 2 
Car. &. Kir. 306 ; R. v. Gray (1866), 4 F. & F. 1102, but see 7?. v. Harris (1864), 4 
F. & F. 342) ; conspiracy to excite discontent and disaffection (7?. v. Hunt 

3 B. & Aid. 566) ; accusing a person of a crime with intent to extort money 
(72. V. Egerton (1818), Russ. & Ry. 576; 72. v. Cooper (1849), 3 Cox, 0. 0. 547). 
In a case of larceny or robbery evidence of similar larcenies or robberies is not 
admissible to prove the animus furandi (72. v. Butler (1846), 2 Car. & Kir. 221), 
except, perhaps, where such evidence would tend to disprove a defence of 
accident or mistake or bona fides (72. v. WinkwoHh (1830), 4 0. & P. 444) ; and 
in cases of larceny by a trick evidence of similar larcenies would be admissible 
to prove system or dishonest intention. In cases of receiving stolen goods with 
guilty knowledge that they were stolen evidence of the receipt of other stolen 
property, if part of the same transaction, was admissible at common law (72. v. 
Dunn (1826), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 146; 72. v. NichoUs (1858), 1 F. & F. 61 ; but see 
72. V. Oddy (1851), 2 Den. 264). Now by statute (Prevention of Crimes Act, 
1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 112), s. 19), on a charge of receiving stolen goods, 
evidence that other property stolen within the preceding twelve months was 
found in the possession of the accused, or that the accused has within five years 
preceding the charge been convicted of any offence involving fraud or dishonesty, 
IS admissible to prove guilty knowledge (see B» v. Girod (1906), 70 J. P. 614, 
0. 0. R., and p. 683, post). As to uttering counterfeit coins see Coinage Offences 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 99), s. 10 ; see p. 514, post. 
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Skot. 1. 

General 
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Evidence of 
character of 
defendant. 


Previouf 
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Stjb-Seot. 3 . — Evidence as to Character, 

743 . Evidence of the general reputation of the defendant for 
good character is relevant to the case for the defence, if such 
evidence is applicable to the particular nature of the charge (Z). 
The defendant is allowed to give such evidence for the purpose of 
showing that it was unlikely that he should have committed the 
offence charged (m) . 

If the defendant gives such evidence (n), he makes his character a 
matter relevant to the issue, and if he calls witnesses to character, 
they may be cross-examined by the prosecution both as to his general 
bad character and as to particular charges against him (o). 

In most cases if evidence of good character has been given and 
the defendant has been previously convicted, evidence of such 
previous conviction may be given (p). 

If the prisoner himself gives evidence, he can only be cross- 
examined as to his bad character or as to a previous conviction or 
charge against him, where the proof that he has been committed or 
been convicted of another charge is evidence against him to show 
that he is guilty of the offence with which he is charged (g-), or 
where he has sought to establish his own good character, or the 
nature or conduct of the defence is such as to involve imputations 
on the character of the prosecutor or the witnesses for the pro- 
secution, or he has given evidence against any other person charged 
with the same offence (?*)• 


(/) i?. V. Rowton (1865), 10 Cox, 0. C. 25. Evidence of disposition is not 
admissible {ihid.), 

(m) B. V. Rowton^ supra, per Willes, J., atp. 38 ; R. v. Frost (1840), Gurneys 
Eep., perTiNDAL, O.J., at p. 749. Evidence of character is only of "weight where 
the otner evidence is in even balance, or where there is fair and reasonable 
doubt of the prisoner’s guilt {R, v. Davison (1808), 31 State Tr. 99, per Lord 
Ellenborough, C.J., at p. 217 ; R, v. Haigh (1813), 31 State Tr. 1092, per 
Lb Blanc, J., at p. 1122; R. v. Turner (1664), 6 State Tr. 565, per Hyde, C.J., 
atp. 613 ; P. v. Swendsen (1702), 14 State Tr. 559, per Holt, O.J., atp. 596 ; R, v. 
Dammarce (1710), 15 State Tr. 521, per Parker, O.J., at p. 604 ; and see R, v. 
Draper (1807), 30 State Tr. 959, per Lord Ellenborough, O.J., at p. 1018. 

(t!) This can be done by cross-examining witnesses for the prosecution as 
to the defendant’s good cnaracter as well as by calling witnesses as to such 
character (j^. v. Qadhury (1838), 8 0. & P. 676; R, y. Shrimpton (1851), 2 Den. 
319). 

(o) See R, v. Rowton, supra, 0. 0. R. ; R, v. Hodgldss (1836), 7 0. & P. 298. 
It is not usual to cross-examine witnesses to character or td give rebutting 
evidence of bad character, unless there is some definite charge against the 
defendant (i?. v. Eodgkiss, supra ; but see i?. v. Rowton^ supra). As to the 
proof of bad character by evidence of circumstances of suspicion, see R, y. 
Rogan (1846), 1 Oox, 0. 0. 291, and R. y. Wood (1841), 6 Jur. 225. 

(p) ^e Previous Conviction Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. Ill), s. 1. If a j>erson 
tried for any felony gives evidence of good character, a previous conviction of 
felony against the prisoner may be proved (Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 
Viet. c. 36), 8. 1 (f ) ). If a person tried for any offence punishable under the 
Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), gives evidence of good character, 
evidence may be given of a previous conviction charged in the indictment 
(ibid,, s. 116). There are similar provisions in the Coinage Offences Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. c. 99) {ibid,, s. 37). 

{(f) See p. 380, ante, 

(r) Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 36), s. 1 (f); see p. 404, 
post. 
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744. In a prosecution for receiving stolen goods it is expressly Sbot. l. 
provided («) that evidence of a previous conviction of the accused General 
may be admitted in order to prove guilty knowledge. Rules. 

In a prosecution of a suspected person or reputed thief under Recei^. 
s. 4 of the Vagrancy Act, 1824 (a), for frequenting certain public Vagrant.*’ 
places with intent to commit felony, it is expressly provided (b) that 
general evidence of bad character may be given by the prosecution 
to prove the intent. 

7^. In certain cases the commission of one offence after con- Aggravation, 
viction for another offence is an aggravation of the second offence 
and exposes the offender to a severer punishment, and in most of 
such cases the previous conviction is alleged in a separate count of 
the indictment, but the jury are not informed of, and no evidence is 
given on, this separate count until after a verdict of guilty has been 
given on some other part of the indictment (c). 

In the case of certain statutory offences (d) the previous con- 
viction is a substantive part of the charge, and in such a case the 
previous conviction is communicated and proved to the jury in the 
same way as the rest of the case for the prosecution (e). 

On the trial of an indictment for non-repair or obstruction of a 
highway or similar nuisance evidence may be given of a previous 
conviction against the same defendant in respect of the same 
highway, and such evidence is generally conclusive as to the road 
being a highway and the liability of the defendant to repair (/). 

746. The character of the prosecutor is not in general a matter Evidence of 
relevant to the issue, unless he is also a witness and his credibility character of 
is impeached. But it seems it is open to the defence to show, if 
there is any doubt as to the truth of the charge, that the prosecutor 
in instituting the prosecution has been influenced by unworthy 
motives ((/). 

In charges of rape the prosecutrix may be cross-examined to 


(«) Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Yict. c. 112), s. 19 ; see note (A;) 
on p. 381, ante, 

(a) 5 Geo. 4, c. 83. 

(b) Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. o. 112), s. 15. The offence 
referred to is punishable on summary conviction. 

(c) See Previous Conviction Act, 1836 (6 <& 7 Will. 4, c. Ill), s. I ; Larceny 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 116 ; Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 26 
Viet. c. 99), s. 37 ; I^evention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet, c- 112), s. 9 ; 
Faulkner v. i?., [190y 2 K. B. 76 ; E, v. Blahy, [1894] 2 Q. B. 170, C. 0. E. ; 
R, v. Martin (1869), L. E. 1 C. C. R 214. 

(d) Namely, in charges under the Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, 
c. 99), s. 10 ; and under the Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 36 Viet, 
c. 112), s. 7. 

(c) R. V. Fenfold, [1902] 1 K. B. 647, C. 0. R. 

(/) SeeE. v.-fihu^/j^07i(Lii^ciii^an<«) (1853), lE. &B. 601 ; R. v. Mayhury{l%iSA)^ 
4 E. & F. 90 ; R, v. St, Fancrae (1794), Peake, N. P. 220 ; and see R, v. Stoughton 
(1670), 2 Wms. Saund., 1871 ed., atp. 481. Aliter of an indictment foranuisance 
in carrying on an offensive trade (E. v. Fairie (1857), 8 E. & B. 486). Indictments 
for non-repair of highways, though criminal m form, are civil in reality, and for 
this reason the prmciples of estoppel, which have generally no a^lication to 
criminal cases, are applied to the tnal of such indictments ; see title Highways. 

(a) See R, v. Coyle (1851), R ▼. Roberta (1886), Wills on Circumstantial 
Evidence, 5th eid., 211. 
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Sect. 1. 
General 
Rules. 


Credibility of 
witnesses. 


Partiality. 


show that she is of general bad character or a common prostitute, 
or has had immoral intercourse with the accused or with other 
men, and evidence may be given by witnesses to prove such 
imputations except as to intercourse with men other than the 
accused, as regards which the defendant is bound by her 
answer {h). 


Sub-Sect. 4. — Credihility of Witnesses, 

747. The credibility of any witness who gives evidence as to 
the facts either for the prosecution or the defence is material to 
the issue (i). 

Any witness called as to the facts may be cross-examined by the 
other side as to credit for the sake of impugning his character, 
credibility, impartiality, memory, accuracy, intelligence, or means 
of knowledge (k). 

General evidence may be given on behalf of either side to show 
that any witness as to the facts (other than the defendant) called 
by the opposite side has such a character or reputation that he is 
unworthy of being believed (Z). 

A witness other than the defendant may be cross-examined as to 
particular facts proving his bad character (m), and any witness 
may be cross-examined as to other facts impeaching his 
credibility. 

A witness other than a defendant may be asked on cross-examina- 
tion whether he has committed a crime, but the witness may 
object to answer such a question on the ground that it may 
incriminate him(n). If he answers the question and denies the 
imputation, he can only be contradicted, if he has been previously 
convicted, in which case evidence may be given to prove the 
conviction (o). 

748. A witness may be cross-examined as to his impartiality or 
his connection with the person for whom he gives evidence, and if 


(A) B, V. Barker (1829), 3 C. & P. 689; B, v. Martin (1834), 6 0. & P. 562; 
B. V. Cockcroft (1870), 11 Cox, C. 0. 410; B. v. Hodgson (1811), Puss. & By. 
211. The same rule applies to assault with intent to ravish and indecent 
assault (U. v. Clarke (1817), 2 Stark. 241 ; B, v. Holmes (1871), L. B. 1 0. 0. B, 
834; B, V. Biley (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 481, C. 0. B.). 

(0 B. V. Baker, [1895] 1 Q. B. 797, 0. 0. B. 

(k) But a defendant who gives evidence under the Criminal Evidence Act, 
1898 (61 & 62 Viet. o. 36), may not, except in certain 'events (see p. 404, post), be 
cross-examined as to his character ; see s. 1 (f). 

(l) B, V. Brown (1867), L. B. 1 0. 0. B. 70 ; B, v. Bispham (1830), 4 C. & P. 
392. See as to the form of the question B, v. de la Motte (1781), 21 State Tr. 687, 
811, per Buller, J. ; B, v. Tra<«ow(1817), 2 Stark. 116,per Abbott, J., atp. 154 ; 
Mawson v. Hartsink (1802), 4 Esp. 102, where Lord Ellenborough, C.J., 
approved of the question put in this way, “ Have you the means of knowing 
what the general character of this witness was, and from such knowledge of his 
general character would you believe him on his oath P " 

(m) See B, v. Castro (1873), Shorthand Notes, Vol. EE., 1002, where a witness 
who had g^ven evidence as to making tattoo marks on Sir B. C. Tichborne was 
cross-examined as to an act of adultery with the wife of one of his friends. As to 
eross-examination of the prosecutrix on charges of rape, see p. 383, ante, 

(n) R, V. Watson (1817), 2 Stark, 116, per Batley, J., at p. 163. 

(o) Criminal Procedure Act, 1866 (28 & 29 Viet. cr. IS), s. 6. 
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he denies the imputation of partiality, evidence may be given to sect. i. 
prove that he is not impartial or that he is so closely connected with General 
the person for whom he gives evidence that he is not likely to be Rules, 
impartial (p). 

Subject to these exceptions, a witness who denies facts put to 
him in cross-examination cannot be contradicted as to such facts, 
unless they are relevant to the issue (q). 


{p) See E, V. Yewin cited in Harris v. Tippett (1811), 2 Camp. 638. In this 
case on a charge of larceny the prisoner’s counsel was allowed to ask the 
principal witness for the prosecution whether he had not been charged with 
robbing his master and whether he had not afterwards said he would be 
revenged and “would soon fix him in Monmouth gaol”; on his denying 
both suggestions Lawrence, J., refused to allow the defence to prove that 
the witness had been charged, but allowed proof of the words alleged to 
be used, as such words were material to the guilt or innocence of the prisoner. 
So in R. V. Shaw (1888), 16 Cox, C. C. 503, a witness for the prosecution 
having denied on cross-examination that he had had a quarrel with the 
prisoner, Cave, J., allowed evidence in contradiction to be given to prove the 
quarrel and that the witness had threatened harm to the prisoner. In R» v. 
Whelan (1881), 14 Cox, C. C. 595, on a charge of murder a witness who identified 
the prisoner as the murderer was cross-examined as to an alleged statement 
that he had made on a former occasion to the effect that the prisoner was not 
the murderer. In Stafford's {Lord) Case (1680), 7 State Tr. 1293, 1400, evidence 
was given on behalf of the accused that one of the witnesses for the Crown had 
bribed witnesses to swear against the accused ; and see Lanyhoru'^s Case (1679), 
7 State Tr. 417, 446, and CaroJinds Case (1820), 2 Brod. & Bing. 284, 302, 311, 
H. L. The fact that a witness has accepted a bribe to give evidence or that he has 
given another person a bribe to induce him to give evidence is material to the issue 
as going to the impartiality of the witness and may be proved {A.-G. v. Hitchcock 
(1847), 1 Exch. 91, at p. 101). A witness may be cross-examined as to a previous 
statement made by him relative to the subject-matter of the indictment and 
inconsistent with the evidence he has given, and if he does not distinctly admit 
that he made such statement, proof may be given that he did in fact make it, 


but before such proof can be given, the circumstances of the statement, sufficient 
to designate the particular occasion, must be mentioned to the witness, 
and he must be asked whether or not he has made such statement (Evidence 
Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 18), s. 4). A witness may be cross-examined 
as to previous statements made by him in writing or reduced into writing 
relative to the subject-matter of the indictment without the writing being 
shown to him, but he cannot be contradicted by proof of such writing, unless his 
attention is first called to those parts of the writing which are to be used to 
contradict him {ibid.^ s. 5). This is frequently done in the case of depositions 
of the witness before the examining justices (R. v. Riley (1866), 4 F. & P. 964 ; 
R. V. Wright (1866), 4 P. & P. 967; R, v. Hughes (1868), Boscoe, Criminal 
Evidence, 13th ed., 118). If a witness denies that he made such a statement, 
evidence can only be given to contradict him, when the statement is relevant 
to the issue. Thus, where a witness for the Crown was asked in cross-examina- 
tion if he had not previously said that the officers of the Crown had offered him 
a bribe and he denied having said so, it was held that evidence could not be 

f iven to prove that he did say so, as the question whether such a statement had 
een made was not relevant to the issue {A,-G, v. Hitchco^ (1847), 1 Exch. 94). 
A witness may be cross-examined to show that he stands in such a close relation 
to the defendant that he is not indifferent or impartial, and if he denies the 
suggestion evidence may be given to prove such relation {Thomas v. David 
(1836), 7 C. & P. 350). 

{q) See A.-(?. V. Hitchcock, supra, per Pollock, C.B., at p. 99; “If the 
answer of a witness is a matter which you would be allowed on your part to 
prove in evidence — if it has such a connection with the issue that you would be 
allowed to give it in evidence— then it is a matter on which you may contradict 
him.” Thus, if a witness is asked whether be has not and denies that he has 
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idmissions. 


749. If the character of a witness has been impeached either by 
cross-examination or by direct evidence called for the purpose of 
impeaching it, the side that calls the witness may give evidence to 
show that his character is such that he is worthy of credit (r). 

Sect. 2. — Method of Pnof. 

Sub-Seot. 1 . — In General. 

750. As regards the manner in which facts relevant to the issue 
must or may be proved there is in general no difference between 
civil and criminal cases (s), but there are some particular points of 
difference arising out of the special nature of criminal proceedings. 
Thus, in criminal proceedings no admissions preliminary to the 
trial can ordinarily be made by the defendant or his advisers so 
as to dispense with oral evidence and strict proof of facts necessary 
to be proved {t). 

The plea of guilty at the trial is a formal and conclusive admis- 
sion of the offence charged in the indictment, and dispenses with 
the necessity of proving the facts alleged therein. 

When the plea is not guilty, in cases of misdemeanour the 
defendant or his counsel may at the trial make other admissions of 
facts ; but in cases of felony no such admissions can be made. 
Therefore, if the defendant pleads not guilty on a charge of felony, 
oral evidence is indispensable, whereas if he pleads not guilty on a 
charge of misdemeanour, such evidence may by agreement be 
dispensed with in certain cases (a). 


mado a statement on a question affecting the guilt or innocence of the prisoner 
inconsistent with the evidence which the witness is giving, such a statement may 
be proved by the other side (R. v. Whelan (1881), 14 Oox, 0. 0. 695). As to cross- 
examination of a party’s own witness by the party who calls him, see p. 364, 
ante. As to rape, see p. 383, cmte. 

(r) R. V. Murphy (1753), 19 State Tr. 693, at p. 724 ; see R, v. Whelan (1881), 
14 Cox, 0. 0. 695. 

(«) A.-G. V. he Merchant cited 2 Term Eep. 201, n., 202 ; R, v. Watson 

(1817), 2 Stark. 116, at p. 155 ; R. v. Burdett (1820), 4 B. & Aid. 95, per Best, J., 
at p. 122 ; R. v. Murphy (1837), 8 0. & P. 297, 306 ; R. v. Francis (1874), L. E. 
2 0. 0. E. 128, at p. 133, As most crimes are committed in secret, and as the 
question of intention and guilty mind plays a much more prominent part in 
criminal than in civil proceedings, direct evidence of the guilt of an accused 
person is often impossible, and a great deal of the evidence in criminal trials is of 
the kind which is called indirect or circumstantial or presumptive {R. v. Burdett 
(1820), 4 B. & Aid. 96, per Best, J., at p. 122), and cee Eeport of the Committee 
of the House of Commons appointed to inspect the Journals of the House of 
Lords on the Trial of Warren Hastings, Works of Edmund Burke (ed. 1826, 
Eivington), Yol. XIV., 399. 

(<) See R. V. Thornhill (1838), 8 0. & P. 576, where, in a prosecution for a 
mMemeanour (perjury), the legal advisers on both sides had agreed before the 
trial that formal proofs should 1^ dis^nsed with and that part of the case for the 
prosecution should be admitted, but Lord AsmaEB, C.B., said ; ** In a criminal 
case tried on the Crown side of the assizes I cannot allow any i^dmission to be 
made on the part of the defendant, unless it is made at the trial by the defendant 
or his counsel.” It appears from this that, if a criminal case is removed by 
eert^ari and is tried in the Xing’s Bench Division, or on the civil side at the 
assizes, preliminary admissions can be made ; but this only applies generally 
to misdemeanours, as it is not the practice to remove indictment for Mony by 
tertiorari (see title Oroww Peaotiob). 

(a) Phiuipps on Evidence, 10th ed., VoL I., 891 ; R, v. Foeter (1836), 
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751. In criminal cases, with certain exceptions (t), evidence on 
commission cannot be taken or used. 

752. In criminal cases neither party can obtain evidence from 
the opposite side by means of interrogatories or discovery of 
documents (c). 

A defendant in a criminal proceeding cannot be compelled to 
produce evidence against himself (d ) ; consequently no order can 
be made on him to produce documents or other things (e). But an 
order may be made in a criminal case under the Bankers’ Books 
Evidence Act, 1879 (/), for the inspection and taking copies of 


7 C. & P. 495. In cases of misdemeanours admissions can be made (i?. v. 
Foster^ swpra, per Patteson, J. ; B. v. Morphew (1814), 2 M. & S. 602), 
A defendant charged with a crime may make statements before his trial which 
anaount to confessions and admissions of his guilt, and such statements are 
evidence against him and may be proved against him at his trial, if he pleads 
not guilty, but such statements may be repudiated or explained by him at his 
trial and are not conclusively binding on him (see p. 394, pos^). 

(h) In prosecutions for misdemeanours depositions of a witness who is about 
to leave the country can, it seems, be taken with the defendant’s consent (/f. v. 
Morphew (1814), 2 M. & S. 602, where Lord Ellenborough, O.J., said there 
was a precedent for such a proceeding in the impeachment against Warren 
Hastings). Under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 60), 

B. 691, if a criminal proceeding is instituted here and it is proved that a witness 
whoso deposition has been taken on oath out of the United Kingdom in the 
presence of the accused before any justice in the King’s dominions, or any 
British consular officer elsewhere, cannot be found in the United Kingdom, the 
deposition can be used in evidence (see B, v. Conning (1868), 11 Cox, C. 0. 
134; B, V. Anderson (1868), 11 Cox, C. C. 154; B. v. Stewart (1876), 13 Cox, 

C. 0. 296). In cases of indictments or informations in the King’s Bench 
Division for misdemeanours or offences committed in India, and for misde- 
meanours committed against the Acts passed for the suppression of the slave 
trade in any places out of the United Kingdom and within any British colony, 
settlement, plantation or territory, the King’s Bench Division may award a 
mandamus to the judges of the courts of the places where the alleged offences 
were committed to hold a court for the examination of witnesses, and examina- 
tions taken under such a mandamus are admissible in evidence on a trial here 
for the specified offences (East India Company Act, 1772 (13 Qeo. 3, c. 63), 
8. 40 ; Slave Trade Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 98), s. 4). There are similar pro- 
visions as to prosecutions for offences committed abroad by persons employed 
in the public service^ (Criminal Jurisdiction Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 85), s. 2). 
For an instance of evidence taken abroad under the lattir Act, see i?. v. Picton 
(1805), 30 State Tr. 225. As to the depositions of a witness examined before the 
justices who is dead or unable to travel, or kept out of the way by the accused, 
and as to the depositions taken before a coroner, and as to depositions privately 
taken of a witness who is ill and not expected to recover, see p. 365, ante» 

(c) The practice as to interrogatories and inspection of documents is governed 
by the Buies of the Supreme Court, which have no application to criminal cases 
(Ord. 68, r. 1 ; see Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77), s. 19). 

id) A.-G, V. LeM&rchant (1772), cited 2 Term Hep. 201, n.; B, v. Parnell {ah 
Purnell) (1748), cited 2 Term Rep. 202, n. ; B, v. Cornelius (1743), 2 Stra. 1210; 
B. V. Heydon (1762), 1 Wm. Bl. 351. 

(c) Ihid. It has been decided in one case that an order cannot be made, at 
the instance of the defendant, on the prosecutor for the inspection of docu- 
ments {B, V. Holland (1792), 4 Term Rep. 691). But an order was made at the 
instance of the defendant in R, v. Colucci (1861), 3 P. & F. 103, for inspection 
of letters which had been seized under a search warrant and were in the 
possession of the prosecution. A defendant is entitled to copies of the deposi- 
tions taken by the examining justices (see p. 322, ante), 

{/) 42 & 43 Viet. c. 11, ss. 7, 10 ; see title Bakkbks and Banking, VoL L, 
p. 644. 
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6iitri6s in the books of a bank at which a defendant keeps an 
account (^). 

763. Except in certain cases (h), neither the defendant nor the 
wife or husband of a defendant in a criminal matter can be called 
as a witness for the prosecution or can be called without the 
defendant’s consent as a witness for any defendant (t). 

A defendant in a criminal matter cannot, except when a nolle 
prosequi has been entered or a verdict of not guilty been returned 
in respect of him, be served with a subpoena ad testificandum or a 
subpoena duces tecum (k), 

764. The inadmissibility of confessions and admissions of guilt 
by a prisoner in certain events hereinafter referred to is peculiar 
to criminal law (1). 

The admissibility of dying declarations and the admissibility in 
cases of rape and similar offences of the details of a complaint by 
the prosecutrix are peculiar to criminal law, and afford an exception 
to the ordinary rules of evidence relating to hearsay (m). 

755. There is not any general rule requiring that more than 
one witness should be called to establish a primd facie case ; but 
corroboration of the evidence of a witness who deposes as to the 
material facts alleged by the prosecution is desirable and in some 
cases is necessary (n). The evidence of an accomplice is not 
sufficient, unless corroborated in some material particular (o). 

766. A document which the law requires to be stamped, but which 
is unstamped, is admissible in evidence in criminal proceedings {p). 

767. There are some presumptions which are peculiar to criminal 
proceedings and others which, though common to civil and criminal 
proceedings, are much more commonly applied in criminal than 
in civil procedure {q}. 

i^g) R, V. Kinghorriy [1908] 2 K. B. 949. The order may be made by any 
criminal court before whom the prosecution is being conducted [ibid.), 
ih) See pp. 402, 405, post* 

(i) Ibid, 

(k) Ibid.y and A*~G, v, Le Merchant (1772), cited 2 Term Eep. 201, n. If a 
defendant is in possession of a document or thing the production of which is 
necessary for the proof of the case of the prosecution, he can be served with a 
notice to produce the document or thing, but he is not obliged to produce it ; if 
he does not produce it after being served with a notice to produce, secondary 
evidence may be given of the contents of any such document or of any inscription 
etc. on any such thing (see p. 390, post). 

U) See p. 394, post, 
hn) See pp. 393, 394, post. 

{n) Two witnesses are necessary in the case of treason and of perjury and where 
the evidence of a child is given not on oath or affirmation, Tne evidence of an 
accomplice given for the prosecution should be corroborated. The evidence of 
the complainant in charges of rape and similar offences is of little weight, if not 
corroborated ; and see pp. 408, 456, 471, 494, 603, 643, 615, post. 

(o) R. v. Warren (1909), 25 T. L. B. 633 ; Re Meunier^ [1894] 2 Q. B. 415 ; R. 
v, Tate, [1908] 2 K. B. 680 ; and see R. v. M. (1908), 72 J. P. 214 ; R. v. Kirk- 
ham (1909), 25 T. L. B. 656 ; R. v. Mullins (1848), 3 Cox, 0. C. 526, followed in 
R. V. Bickiey (1909), 73 J. P. 239 ; R. v, Everest (1909), 73 J. P. 269. 

Stamp Act, 1891 (64 & 56 Viet. o. 39), s. 14 (4). 

(gO ** A presumption oi say fact is an inferring of that fact from other facts that 
are known ” {per Abbott, O.J., R. y. Bur dett fl820), 4 B. & Aid. 95, at p. 161). 
]^8umption8 are sometimes divided into conclusive and irrebuttable presump- 
tions of law {presumptiones juris et de jure), rebuttable presumptions of law 
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Sub-Seot. 2. — Best Evidence, Sect. 2. 

768. Apart from the points of difference to which reference has Method of 

been made, the general rules of the law of evidence as to proof of 

facts (including facts of which the courts take judicial notice) and instances of 

of documents are the same in criminal as in civil proceedings (r). application oi 

JT o \ / general rule 

of evidence 

{presumptioves juris), i.e., inferences recognised by law, which “stand instead 
of proofs till the contrary be proved’* (Gilbert, Law of Evidence, 6th ed., 142), ^ 
and presumptions of fact or mere ordinary inferences of fact ; but the so-called 
presumptions of fact are only ordinary inferences not specially recognised by 
law. There are two inebuttable presumptions of law which are peculiar to 
criminal procedure, namely, that a child under the age of seven is incapable of 
committing a crime and that a boy under the age of fourteen is incapable of 
committing the crime of rape (see p. 240, ante) ; these presumptions are con- 
clusive in favour of the defendant. There are no irrebuttable presumptions of 
law in criminal cases which are conclusive against a defendant, except possibly in 
prosecutions for the non-repair etc. of highways (see p. 383, ante). A rebuttable 
presumption of law is one that establishes a primd facie case, and which, if 
not rebutted, should lead to a verdict in favour of the side which establishes the 
presumption. Instances of such a presumption peculiar to criminal cases are 
the presumption that a person found in possession of stolen goods soon after the 
theft is guilty of larceny, or of receiving stolen goods with guilty knowledge ; 
that an infant between the age of seven and fourteen years is doU incapax (see 

р. 239, ante) ; the presumption of intention, i.e., that every man is to be 
deemed to have intended the natural and probable consequences of his acts 
{R, V. T)uon (1814), 3 M. & S. 11, at p. 15; R, v. Harvey (1823), 2 B. & 0. 

257, at p. 264; R, v. Meade, [1909] 1 K B. 895, 0. 0. A. ; and see p. 236, 
a7de), is a presumption which, though not peculiar to criminal law, is more 
generally applicable to criminal than to civil cases ; so is the presumption of 
the innocence of a person accused of a crime {R, v. White (1865), 4 P. & F. 383). 

The presumption of marriage from cohabitation is common to civil and criminal 
cases, but is not applicable on a charge of bigamy (see pp. 393, note (i), 534, j>u8ty 
The presumption omnia rite esse acta, i.e., that a man who has acted in a public 
capacity was duly appointed and has properly discharged his official duties, is 
common to criminal and civil proceedings (for its application to criminal pro- 
ceedings see R. V. Gordon (1789), 1 Leach, 515 ; R. v. Rees (1834), 6 0. & P. 006; 

R. V. Jones (1809), 2 Camp. 131 ; R, v. Gardner (1810), 2 Camp, 513; R, v. 

Verelst (1813), 3 Camp. 432 ; R, v. Howard (1832), 1 Mood. & E. 187 ; R. v. 

Dorrett (1833), 6 C. & P. 124 ; R. v. Murphy (1837), 8 0. & P. 297 ; R. v. Newton 
(1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 469 ; R, v. Townsend (1841), Oar. & M. 178 ; R. v. Manwarimj 
(1856), Dears. & B. 131, at p. 142 ; R, v. Cresswell (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 446, C. 0. 11. ; 

R. V. Stewart (me), 13 Cox, 0. 0. 296, at p, 297 ; R. v. Roberts (1878), 14 Cox, 0. 0. 

101, 0. 0. E. ; R. V. Garvey (1887), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 252, 0. 0. E. ; but see R. v. Essex 
(1857), Dears. & B. 369). There are some statutory presumptions which are peculiar 
to criminal cases, e,(j,, the presumption of innocence on a charge of bigamy from 
the fact that the husband or wife of the accused has been continually absent for 
seven years before the second marriage and was not known by the accused to be 
living within such time (Offences against the Person Act, 1801 (24 & 25 Viet. 

с. 100), s. 57). There are statutory presumptions of guilt from the making or 
possessing etc. of coining tools (Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. 

0. 99), s. 24) ; from the possession of forged instruments (Forgery Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), ss. 13, 45) ; from the possession of public stores (Public 
Stores Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 25), s. 7) ; from acting or behaving as the 
master or mistress of a disorderly house (Sunday Observance Act, 1780 
(21 Geo. 3, c. 49), s. 2) ; from the finding of instruments of gaming in any 
place suspected to be used as a common gaming house (Gaming Act, 1845 
(8 & 9 Viet. c. 109), s. 8) ; from being found by night in possession without 
lawful excuse of any instrument of housebreaking (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viot. c. 96), 8. 58); and see Taylor on Evidence, 10th ed., Vol. 1., 289. 

(r) ^e title Evidence. As to proof of handwriting, see Criminal Procedure 
Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. o. 18), s. 8, and E. v. SUverloih, [1894] 2 Q. B. 766, 

0. C. E. 
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Thus, the rule requiring that the best evidence of which a fact is 
capable should be given to prove it applies to criminal cases, and 
makes it necessary that the contents of a written document should 
be proved by the production of the document alone (s), except 
when the written document is lost or destroyed or is in the possession 
of the adverse party, who does not produce it after being served 
with a proper notice to produce, or is in the possession of a person who 
is privileged to withhold it and who insists on his privilege, or where 
the production of the document would be physically impossible or 
highly inconvenient, or where the document is of a public nature and 
some other mode of proof has been specially substituted (i). 

The rule as to the '‘best evidence’* is confined to written 
documents or things on which something is written or printed or 
engraved. The rule does not apply to other chattels the production 
of which in court is not essential, and evidence can be given of the 
condition etc. of such chattels without their production (u). 

769. If a document of which the prosecution wishes to give 
evidence is in the possession of the defendant, or of a solicitor, 
agent, or servant of the defendant, the prosecution must serve on 


(s) Gilbert on Evidence, 6tb ed., 3 ; Queen's Case (1820), 2 Brod. & Bing. 
284, H, L. 

(t) See Roscoe’s Criminal Evidence, 13th ed., 2; 72. v. Doran (1791), 1 Esp. 127 ; 
72. V. Kitson (1853), Dears. 0. 0. 187 (insurance must be proved by production 
of policy) ; 72. v. Mule (1792), Peake, 180 (matter of record cannot be proved by 
parol evidence); R, v. Rowland (1858), 1 E, & F. 72 (proceedings in county 
CO mi: other than evidence must be proved by official documents) ; R, v. Dillon 
(1877), 14 Cox, C. C. 4 (in proceedings before justices information, if in writing 
and in exhtence, must oe produced) ; and 72. y. Regan (1887), 16 Cox, C. C. 203 

S to prove that the defendant sent a telegram original of message must be pro- 
luced, or its destruction proved). The mere circumstance that a written account 
of the fact to be proved exists does not exclude parol evidence of the fact (72. v. 
Layer (1722), 16 State Tr, 94, at p. 214). Thus, to prove perjury in county court 
proceedings the judge’s notes need not be produced, but the evidence given can 
be proved by parol (72, v. Morgan (1862), 6 Cox, C. 0. 107); printed matter can 
be given in evidence without producing the manuscript (72. v. Watson (1817), 2 
Stark. 116, 129) ; evidence can be given of the resolutions proposed at a meet- 
ing without producing the paper from which the resolutions were read (72. v. 
Sheridan (1811), 31 State Tr. 643, 671 ; R. v. Hunt (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 666 ; 72. v. 
Moors (1801), 6 East, 419, n,). If persons who act in a public capacity have been 
appointed by a document in writing, in order to prove their appointment it is 
not necessary to produce the document, but evidence may be given that the 
persons have acted in the alleged capacity (72. v. Gordon (1789), 1 Leach, 515, and 
cases cited on p. 389, ante). As to admissions of a party relating to a written 
document whicn is not produced, see Slatterie v. Fooley (1840), 6 M. & W. 664, 
the rule in which is applicable to criminal cases, but there seems to be no 
reported case of its being applied to such cases (Roscoe’s Criminal Evidence, 7). 

(w) 72. V. Francis (1874), L. R. 2 0. 0. R. 128. The cases of 72. v. Robinson 
(1865), Le. & Oa. 604, and 72. v. Farr (1864), 4 F. & F. 336, can hardly be 
regarded as authorities to the contrary, in 72. v. Hunt (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 666, 
676, parol evidence was given of the inscriptions on banners. The fact that 
a document is in a particular person’s handwriting may be proved in a 
criminal case in any of the different ways in which it may be proved in a 
civil case ; no one of such ways is in law better than another (see Taylor on 
Evidence, 10th ed., Vol. II., p. 1336). So absence of consent of the owner of 
property to an act can in some cases oe proved by other evidence than that of 
the person whose consent is necessary (72. v. Hazy (1826), 2 0. & P. 458 ; R, v. 
Allen (1826), 1 Mood. C. 0. 154). 
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the defendant a notice to produce the document at the trial, and if 
the defendant does not produce it at the trial and proof is given 
tracing the document to the possession of the defendant or his 
solicitor etc.; and showing that the notice to produce was duly 
served, the prosecution may give secondary evidence of the 
document (v). 

If the defendant wishes to give evidence as to the contents of a 
document which is in the possession of the prosecutor, he must 
serve the prosecutor with a subpoena duces tecum. The prosecutor 
is not a party, for criminal proceedings are at the suit of the Crown, 
and a notice to produce served on the prosecutor does not enable 
the defendant to give secondary evidence, if the original is not 
produced (a;). 

If a defendant has been served with a notice to produce a 
document and he does not produce it, and the prosecution gives 
secondary evidence of the document, the defendant cannot afterwards 
give the document in evidence (a). 


{v) A,-Q. V. Le Merchant (1772), cited 2 Term Bep. 201, n. ; R, v. El/icomhe 
(1833), 5 0. & P. 522 ; R. v. Kitson (1853), Dears. 0. 0. 187 ; R. v. Gordon (1784), 1 
Leach, 300, n. ; i?. v. Hunter (1829), 4 0. &P. 128; R. v. Elworthy (1867), L.B. 
1 C. 0. B, 103. If it is proved that a defendant read in the hearing of a witness 
a letter or other document or part of it, evidence can be given by the witness 
of what he heard without giving the defendant notice to produce (R. v. Laticr 
(1722), 16 State Tr. 94, atp. 170 ; R, v. Moors (1801), 6 East, 419, n.). If copies of 
letters are found in the possession of the deiendant and are seized, such copies 
may be given in evidence against him, and it is not necessary to produce the 
originals {R. v. Francia (1717), 15 State Tr. 897, 941). A notice to produce a docu- 
ment known to have been destroyed is unnecessary, and secondary evidence can 
be given on proof of the destruction (B. v. SpraggCy cited How v. )/«// (1811), 14 
East, 276; R. v. Haworth (1830), 4 0. & P. 254). Notice is not neccvssary to 
produce a duplicate original {Philipson v. Chase (1809), 2 Camp. 110 ; Colling v. 
Treweek (1827), 6 B. & 0. 394 ; R, v. rratoi(1817), 2 Stark. 116, 129) or a counter- 
part (see Burleigh v. Stihhs (1793), 5 Term Bep. 465; Roe d. West v. Davis 
(1806), 7 East, 363), or a notice (see Colling v, Treweek (1827), 6 B. & C. 394, at 
p. 398; Jorrj v. Orchard (1799), 2 Bos. & P. 39; Kine v. Beaumont (1822), 3 
Brod. & Bing. 288). It is not necessary to serve a notice to produce a docu- 
ment when, from the nature of the case, the defendant knows that he is 
charged with its possession, when the defendant is charged with stealing 
the document {R. v. Aickles (1784), 1 Leach, 294 ; compare Colling v. Treweek, 
supra, per Bayley, J.,-at p. 398, and Leeds v. (7oo/c (1803), 4 Esp. 256); if a 
defendant is charged with forging a document, and the document is in his 
possession, a notice to produce is necessa^ {R. v. Haworth (1830), 4 0. & P. 
254 ; R. V. FitzsiTnons (1869), 4 I. B. 0. L. 1). In an indictment against a 
solicitor for perjury in swearing that there was no draft of a certain document 
notice to produce tne draft is necessar}^ (i?. v. Elworthy (1867), L. B. 1 0. C. B. 
103). If a document is last seen in the possession of a defenaant, it lies on him 
to trace the document out of his possession {R, v, ThistUwood (1820), 33 State Tr. 
682, per Abbott, 0. J., at p. 758). A notice to produce need not be in writing, 
but generally is, and in criminal cases, if the defendant is in custody and has no 
solicitor, it must be in writing. It may be served on the defendant himself or 
upon his solicitor (A.-(?. v. L, Merchant (1772), 2 Term Bep. 201, n.). It must 
be served within a reasonable time of the trial, i.c., within such time as to enable 
the defendant to get the document from the place where it is {R, v. Ellicomhe 
(1833), 5 0. & P. 622 ; R. v. Haworth (1830), 4 0. & P. 254 ; R, v. Kitson (1863), 
Dears. 0. C. 187 ; R, v. Barker (1868), 1 E. & F. 326 ; Hughes v. Budd (1840), 8 
DowL 315). A notice to produce should not be served on a Sunday {Hughes y, 
Budd, supra, per Patteson, J., at p. 317). 

(x) Wills on Evidence, 2nd ed., p. 359. 

(a) Doe y. Hodgson (1840), 12 Ad. & El. 136; Laxton v. Reynolds (1854), 18 
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If a document is in existence and its production is procurable by 
a subpoena duces tecum,, secondary evidence cannot be given of it, 
unless such a subpoena is served on the person who has the 
document and he refuses on a good ground of privilege to produce 
the document (6). 

If the person who has possession of the document is outside the 
United Kingdom, and all reasonable attempts have been made to 
procure the document and the person refuses to give it up, secondary 
evidence may, it seems, be given (c). 

760 . If it is proved that it is impossible or highly inconvenient 
to produce a document or a thing on which there are inscriptions 
or representations which it is desired to prove, secondary evidence 
may be given of such document or thing (d). 

On the same principle secondary evidence may be given of such 
a document or thing, if the original is in a foreign country by the 
law of which it cannot be removed (e). 


Proof of 

public 

documents. 

Copies. 


761 . If a document is of a public nature, it is admissible in 
evidence on its mere production from the proper custody without 
further proof (/). Copies of such documents, if ofiScially certified, 
are by various statutes made admissible in evidence in the place of 
the originals (g). 


Jur. 963. But if the defendant does not produce the document when it is 
called for, and the prosecution tenders secondary evidence, the defendant is not 

E recluded from then producing a document which he alleges is the original and 
rom asking the witness who is giving secondary evidence whether it is not the 
original and, on the witness denying it, from giving evidence to prove that it 
is the original. The judge is bound m such a case to hear the evidence, and, if 
he is satisfied that it is the original, must exclude the secondary evidence 
{Boyle v. Wiseman (1856), 10 Exch. 647). The effect of such evidence being 
given, if the judge believes it, is to let in the document which the defendant 
alleges to be the original {ibid,). 

See E. V. Reason (1722), 1 Stra. 499, at p. 500; Calcraft v. Guest, [1898] 1 
Q. B. 759, 0. A. ; R, v. Dixon (1766), 3 Burr. 1687. 

(c) See Boyle v. Wiseman (1855), 10 Exch. 647, per Parke, B., at p. 649. 

(a) See R, v. Hunt (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 666, where secondary evidence was 
given of inscriptions and devices on banners carried at a public meeting (see, as 
to this case, R. v. Hinley (1843), 1 Cox, C. 0. 12, per Maule, J., at p. 13 ; and see 
Doe V. Gole (1834), 6 0. & P. 359, at p. 360 ; Jones v. Tarleton (1842), 9 M. & W. 
676, at p. 677 ; Mortimer v. McCallan (1840), 6 M. & W. 68, at p. 68). But in 
R, V. Edge (1842), Wills on Circumstantial Evidence, 5th ed., pp. 260, 288, 
Maxjle, J., refused to allow secondary evidence of the contents of a coffin-plate 
in a case where a body had been exhumed. The ground of this decision was 
that the coffin-plate was in the circumstances removable and might have been 
produced (see R, v, Hinley (1843), 1 Cox, 0. C. 12, at p. 13). But in ordinary 
cases, where there has been a burial and no exhumation, secondary evidence of 
the inscription on a coffin-plate would be admitted. 
ie) Alivon v. Furnival (1834), 1 Or. M. & E. 277. 

?/) For a list of such public documents, see Taylor on Evidence, 10th ed., 
Vol. fl., p. 1160 ; wid title Evidence. 

As to the statutes which expressly provide for the proof of particular 
public documents by moans of copies, see Taylor on Evidence, 10th ed., Vol. n., 
p. 1163 ; Wills on Evidence, 2nd ed.. Appendix A, “ Public Documents,” p. 422 ; 
and title Evidence. Any public document for the proof of which by means 
of a copy there is no statutory provision may be proved by an examined copy 
or extract signed and certified as a true copy or extract by the officer to whose 
custody the original is intrusted (Evidence Act, 1861 fl4 & 16 Yiot. o. 99), 
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Public documents are documents drawn up by public fune- Shot. 2. 
tionaries in the executive, legislative, and judicial departments of Method of 
Government with reference to the transactions which they are Proof, 

required to enter in the course of their public duty and which — 

occur within the circle of their own personal knowledge and 
observation (h). 

Stjb-Seot. 3 . — Hearsay Evidence. 

762. The rule as to the inadmissibility of hearsay applies in Hearsay, 
general to criminal trials. The exceptions to the rule also apply (i), 
but there are also two exceptions which are peculiar to criminal 
cases, namely, (1) dying declarations and (2) complaints in cases of 
rape and similar offences. 

Dying declarations are only admissible where the death of the 
person who made them is the subject of the charge (k). 

8. 14). Proclamations, treaties, and other acts of state of any foreign State or of 
any British Colony, and all judgments and other judicial proceedings, and all 
afiBdavits, pleadings and other legal documents filed or deposited in any such 
court, may similarly be proved by authenticated copies (iVn'cf., s. 7). A convic- 
tion or acquittal of a person charged with an indictable offence may be proved 
by a copy of the record with the formal parts omitted, certified, or purporting to 
be certified, by the officer having custody of the records of the court where the 
conviction or acquittal took place {ihid,y s. 13); see also as to proof of convic- 
tion, Criminal Procedure Act, I860 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 18), s. 6 ; Prevention of 
Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 112), s. 18. ^ Any proclamation, order, or 
regulation issued by the Sovereign or by the Privy Council, either before or 
after 25feh June, 1868, and any proclamation, order, or regulation issued by 
the Treasury, the Admiralty, the Secretaries of State, the Board of Trade, and 
the Local Government Board may be proved by the production of a copy of the 
Gazette purporting to contain such proclamation etc., or by the production of 
a copy of such proclamation etc., purporting to be printed by the Government 
printer, or under the superintendence or authority of the Stationery Office, or 
by a copy or extract purporting to be certified (Documentary Evidence Act, 

1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 37), s. 2; see also Documentary Evidence Act, 1882 (45 
Viet. c. 9), and Documentary Evidence Act, 1895 (58 Viet. c. 9)). 

(h) Taylor on Evidence, 10th ed., Vol. II., p. 1073. 

\i) For instances of such exceptions in criminal cases, see B. v. Blist 
(1837), 7 Ad. & El. 650 (admissions of deceased persons against interest) ; 

B. V. Buckley (1873), 13 Cox, 0. C. 293 (statements bv a deceased person 
in the course of his employment); B. v. Blandy (1752), 18 State Tr. 1118, 

1135, B, V. Johnson (1847), 2 Car. & Kir. 354, if. v. Uonde (1867), 10 Cox, 

C. C. 647, B. V. Fatmer (1856), Shorthand notes, pp. 26, 38, 42 (evidence of 
Elizabeth Mills, Dr. Savage, and William Stevens), if. v. Oloster (1888), 16 Cox 
C. C. 471, 473, approved in B. v. Perry (1909), 2 Cr. App. Bop. 270; Aveeon 
V. Kinnalrd (Lord) (1805), 6 East, 188, at p. 198 (statements by a person as 
to his health and symptoms) ; B. v. Berger j |^1894J 1 Q. B. 823, R, v. Antrobus 
(1835), 2 Ad. & El. 788, 794, B, v. Bedfordshire (Inhabitanta) (1855), 4 E. & B. 

535, at p. 641 (evidence of reputation on a question of public right). Evidence 
of reputation to prove a marriage is available in all criminal cases, except in 
bigamy (if. v. Atkinson (1814), 1 Bussell on Crimes, 6th ed., p. 159; if. v. 

Woodward (1838), 8 C. & P. 561). In bigamy the prosecution cannot prove the 
first marriage by reputation (Catherwood v. Caslou (1844), 13 M. & W. 261, at 
p. 265) ; but even in bigamy, if the defendant sots up as a defence that at the 
time of the alleged “first marriage” the person with whom he or she went 
through the ceremony of marriage was already married and had a husband or 
wife alive, the defendant can prove by reputation the marriage which he sets 
up (R. V. Wilson (1862), 3 F. & F. 119). 

(k) if. V. Mead (1824), 2 B. & 0. 605 ; B, v. Hutchinson (1822), 2 B. & 0. 

608, n. ; if. v. Lloyd (1830), 4 0. & P. 233 ; and see p. 689, j>ost In if. v. 

Edmunds (1909), 25 T. L. B. 658, 0. 0. A., depositions of a woman, taken when 
she expected to recover and on a charge of attempted murder, were held 
admissible on a charge of murdering the woman. 
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Sbot. 2. The admisBibility of the particulars of a complaint made soon 
Method of after the commission of an alleged offence in the absence of the 
Proof. defendant by the person in respect of whom a crime is alleged to 
have been committed is peculiar to rape and similar offences (1). 
In other cases the fact of a complaint having been made is admis- 
sible, but the details are not (m). 


Sttb-Seot. 4. — Confmions hy Defendant, 


Admissions or 
confessions 
by defendant 
before triaJ. 


Only 

admissible 
if made 
voluntarily. 


Person in 
authority. 


763. All statements relevant to the issue which are made by a 
party (/z) can be proved in evidence against the party who made them, 
unless they are privileged from disclosure (o), subject to this excep- 
tion, that admissions or confessions of guilt made by a defendant 
before his trial can only be proved against him, if they were made 
freely and voluntarily without being induced by hopes held out 
or fear or threats caused or used by a person in authority. 

In giving evidence of such admissions or confessions it lies upon 
the prosecution to prove affirmatively to the satisfaction of the 
judge who tries the case that such admissions were not induced by 
any promise of favour or advantage or by the use of fear or threats 
or pressure by a person in authority (p). 

By a person in authority is meant any magistrate ((?), any police 
or other officer or person having custody of the defendant (?*), the 
prosecutor and any person acting on behalf of the prosecutor for 
the purpose of having the defendant in custody or preferring a 
complaint against him (5). 

If the inducement is made by a person not in authority in the 
presence of a person in authority, and is acquiesced in by the 
person in authority, the confession made in consequence of such an 


(Z) R, V. Lillymariy [1896] 2 Q. B. 167, 0. 0. K. ; R. v. Osborne^ [1905] 1 K. B. 
651, 0. 0. K. ; Beatty v. Cutlingworth (1896), 60 J. P. 740 ; R, v. Rowland (1898), 
62 J. P. 459 ; R, v. Kingliam (1902), 66 J. P. 393 ; R, v. Hoodlesa (1900), 
64 J. P. 282 ; R, v. Ingrey (1900), 64 J. P. 107 ; R. v. Rush (1896), 60 J. P. 777 ; 
see p. 613, post, 

(rn) See R, v. Wink (1834), 6 0. & P. 397 ; R. v. Ridadale (1837), Starkie on 
Evidence, 4tb ed., 469. But see R, v. Folley (^1896), 60 J. P. 569. 

(n) See as to proof of handwriting, Criminal Procedure Act, I860 (28 & 29 
Viet. c. 18), 8. 8 ; B, v. Silverlock, [1894] 2 Q. B. 766, 0. 0. E. ; and title 
Evidence. 

(o) See title Evidence. 

(p) 2 East, P. 0. 657; R. v. Thempaon, [1893] 2 a B. 12, 0. 0. E. If a 

coniession “ proceeds from remorse or a desire to make reparation for the 
crime, it is admissible ; if it flows from hope or fear excited by a person in 
authority, it is inadmissible” per Cave, J., at p. 15 ; and see R, v. 

Wariclcahall (1783), 1 Leach, 263). As to a compulsory examination under s. 17 
of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. 52), see note (2) on p. S99ypoat 

(q) R, v. Cooper (1833), 5 C. & P. 585. 

(r) See R. v. Boawell (1842), Oar. & M. 584 ; R. v. Shepherd (1836), 7 C. & F. 
579 ; R. V. Doherty (1874), 13 Cox, 0. C. 23, 24 ; R. v. Rnoch (1833), 5 C. & P. 
539 ; R. V. Wmdaor (1864), 4 F. & E. 360. 

(«) R. V. Thompaon (1783), 1 Leach, 291 ; R, v. Jones (1809), Euss. & Ey. 152; 
R. V. Richards (1832), 5 0. & P. 318 ; R. v. Hearn (1841), Car. & M. 109; R. v. 
Caaa (1784), 1 Leach, 293, n. ; R. v, Simpson (1834), 1 Mood. 0, 0. 410; R. v. 
UpJturch (1836), 1 Mood. 0. C. 465 ; R. v. Partridge (1836), 7 0. & P. 551 ; R. 
V. Ilcwett (1842), Car. & M. 534 ; R. v. Femnell (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 147, 0. 0. E. • 
R. V. Rose (1898), 18 Cox, 0. 0. 717, 0. 0. E. ; R. v. Thompaon, [1893] 2 Q. B 
12, 0. 0. E. At one time it seems to have been thought th^ a confession made 
in consequence of an inducement by any person was inadmissible (see R. v. 
Dunn (1831), 4 0. & P. 543 ; R. v. Slaughter (1831), 4 C. & P. 544, n. ; R. v. 
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inducement is just as inadmissible as if it had been made by the 
person in authority (<) 

An inducement made not to the accused himself, but to someone 
else, with the expectation that it will be communicated to the accused, 
may have the effect of making a confession inadmissible, unless it 
is shown that the confession was not brought about by the 
inducement (a). 

It is for the judge in each case to decide whether on the facts the 
confession is or is not admissible (b). 


Thomas (1834), 6 C. & P. 353 ; B. v. WalkJey (1833), 6 0. & P. 175 ; and see B. 
V. Spencer (1837), 7 0. & P. 776; B. v. kingsUm (1830), 4 C. & P. 387; but 
these oases cannot now be considered as authorities (see B, v. Taylor (1839}, 8 
0. & P. 733). A master of a servant is not a person in authority with regara to 
this rule, if the master is not the prosecutor, and if the charge in respect of 
which the confession is made has no relation to the person or property of the 
master or of any member of his family (B. v. Moore (1852), 2 Den. 522 ; and see 
B. v. Sleeman (1853), Dears. C. 0. 249). In B. v. Simpson (1834), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 
410, a confession made in consequence of threats and promises by the prose- 
cutor’s relations was held inadmissible. In cases of felony anyone can arrest 
the offender (see p. 296, ante), and therefore anyone who tnreatens to imprison 
a person accused of felony puts himself in the position of a prosecutor within 
the meaning of the rule and is a person in autnority (B, v. Parratt (1831), 4 
0. & P. 570). 

(Q B. V. Laugher (1846), 2 Car. & Kir. 225; B. v. Taylor (1839), 8 0. & P. 
733; see i?. v. Pountney (1836), 7 0. & P. 302; but see B. v. Bow (1809), 
Hues. & Ry. 153 ; B, v. Beeve (1872), L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 362. But a statement 
made by one of two prisoners to the other in the presence of the prosecutor and 

a constable (“ You had better tell Mr. the truth”} does not come within 

the rule and does not make a subsequent confession oy the other prisoner 
inadmissible, for the confirmation of a person in authority cannot be necessarily 
inferred in such a case (B. v. Parker (1861), Le. & Ca. 42). 

(a) B, V. Thompson, [1893] 2 Q. B. 12, 0. 0. R. See B. v. Nute, cited B, v. 
Hewett (1842), Car. & M. 534, at p. 535. 

(5) Confessions have been held inadmissible in the following cases : — R. v. 
Thompson (1783), 1 Leach, 291, where the person who apprehended the accused 
said to him, “ Unless you give me a more satisfactory account, I shall take you 
before a magistrate ” ; R. v. Parratt (1831), 4 0. & P. 570, where the captain of a 
vessel in which the accused was a sailor said, “ If you do not tell me who your 
partner was, I will commit you to prison ” ; R. v. Bichards (1832), 5 0. & P. 
318, where the prosecutrix said to the accused that if she did not tell all about 
it that night, the co.nstable would be sent for next morning; R. v. Hearn 
^841), Car. & M. 109, where goods had been stolen and the owner of the goods, 
who was also the master of the accused, said that if she did not tell the truth 

about the things that were found in the pump,” he would send for the 
constable to take her; R. v. Liickhurnt (1853), Dears. C. 0. 248, where the 
prosecutor said to the prisoner, ** If you don’t tell me, I will give you in charge to 
the police, till you do tell me ” ; R. v. Coley (1868), 10 Cox, 0. U. 536, where an 
inspector of poHoe told the prisoner that “ if she did not tell, she might get 
herself into trouble, and that it would be the worse for her” ; R. v. Cass (1784), 

1 Leach, 293, n., where the prosecutor said to the accused, “If you tell me 
where they ” (i.c., the stolen goods) “ are, I will be favourable to you ” ; R. v. 
Kingston (1830), 4 0. & P. 387, where the surgeon who was called to see a 
perron whom the defendant was accused of having poisoned said to the 
defendant, “You are under suspicion of this, and you had better tell all you 
know ” ; R. v. Partridge (1836), 7 0. & P. 551, where the prosecutor said to the 
accused, “ I should be obliged to you, if you would tell us what you know about 
it ; if you will not, we of course can do nothing R. v. Churiwr (1848), 1 Den. 
329, where a doctor in the presence of the master and mistress of the prisoner, 
who was accused of poisoning her mistress, said it would be better for her to speak 
the truth (and see R. v. Simpson (1834), 1 Mood, 0. 0. 410) ; R. v. FennHl (Iwl), 

n.L.— IX. R 
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Sect. 2. 7 Q. B. D. 147, 0. 0. B., where the prosecutor said to the accused “ tells 

Method of di© you are making housebreaking implements ; if that is so, you had better tell 

Proof. ^0 truth, it may & better for you ; R, v. «7bnw (1809), Russ. & By. 152, where 

— > the prosecutor said to the accused that he only wanted his money, and if the 

accused ^ve hiin that, he might go to the devil, if he pleased ; R, v. Windsor 
(1864), 4 F. & F. 360, where the prisoner said to the searcher of female prisoners, 
who was with her in a room in the gaol to search her, ** If I tell the truth, shall 
I be hung,” and the searcher said, ** No, nonsense, you will not be hung ” ; R, 
V. JSnoch (1833), 5 0. & P. 539, where a woman who had charge of the prisoner, 
who was accused of murdering her child, told her she had better tell the truth, 
or it would lie upon her and the man would go free ; R, v. Boswell (1842), 
Oar. & M. 584, wnere a prisoner made a confession after a constable had given 
him a handbill offering a rewai'd for the discovery of a murder and a recom- 
mendation of pardon to an accomplice who did not actually commit the murder 
(in this case the prisoner mentioned that he made his confession because 
Government had offered a free pardon ; if the offer of a pardon does not induce 
the confession, the confession is admissible; B. v. Dinghy (1845), 1 Oar. & Kir, 
637; see R, v. Blackburn (185^, 6 Oox, 0. 0. 333 ; R, v. Hall (1790), 2 Leach, 
559, n. ; R, v. CHUis (1866), 11 Oox, 0. 0. 69 ; R. v. Hewett (1842), Oar. & M. 534. 
where the prosecutrix said to the prisoner that she would forgive the prisoner 
if the prisoner spoke the truth (this was held to make inadmissible confessions 
made subsequently, but under the influence of the original promise) ; and see 
R» V, Mamfleld (1881), 14 Oox, 0. 0. 639 ; R, v. Warringham (1851), 2 Den. 
447 n., where the prosecutor said to a prisoner accused of larceny, “It is of no 
use to deny; I have seen the piece of goods at the station house,” and on the 
prisoner aamitting that he had “ done it,” said it would be best for him if he 
would tell how it was transacted ; R» v. Doherty (1874), 13 Oox, 0. 0. 23, where 
a police constable said to the prisoner, ‘‘ It is better for you to tell the truth and 
not put people to the extremities you are doing ” (this was held to make inad- 
missible a statement made on the same day about eight hours afterwards to 
another constable ; and see R. v. Bate (1871), 11 Oox, 0. 0. 686; B. v. Laugher 
(1846), 2 Oar. & Kir. 225 ; R. v. Shepherd (1836), 7 0. & P. 579 ; R, v. Thomp- 
Bon^ [1893] 2 Q. B. 12, 0. 0. B., where the prosecutor said to the prisoner’s 
brother, “It will be the right thing for your orother to make a statement ” ; 
B. V. Rose (1898), 67 L. J. (q. b.) 289, 0. 0. B., where the prosecutor said to 
the prisoner, who was accused of stealing com, “You had better tell me all 
about the com that is gone.” Such expressions as “ You had better tell the 
truth,*' or “ It is better for you to tell the tmth,*' when uttered by a person in 
authority, have acquired a sort of technical meaning importing either a threat 
or a benefit (B. v. Jarvis (1867), L. B. 1 0, 0. B. 96, per O.B., and 

WiLLES, J., at p. 99). 

Confessions have been held admissible in the following cases B. v. Row 
(1809), Buss. & By. 153, where persons who had nothing to do with the appre- 
hension, prosecution, or examination of the prisoner admonished him in the 
presence of a constable to tell the truth ; and^see B. v. Gibbons (1823), 1 0. & P. 
97 ; B, V, Moore {IS6^, 2 Den. 522; B. v. Sheman (1853), Dears. 0. 0. 249; 
B. V. Parker (1861), Le & Oa. 42; B. v. Reeve (1872), L. B. 1 0. 0. B. 362 ; 
B. V. Gilham (1828), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 186, where the confession was made in 
consequence of the persuasion of a clergyman; B. v. Tyler (1823), 1 0. & P. 
129, where the inducement was by a person not in authority and the confession 
to a person in authority ; B. v. Glewes (1880), 4 0. & P. 221, where a confession 
or statement was made after the inducement ceased to operate ; and see B. y. 
Richards (1832J, 5 0. & P. 318 ; B. y. Howes (1834), 6 0. & P. 404 ; B. y. 
Dinghy (1845), 1 Car. & Kir. 637 ; B. y. Rosier (182^, Phillipps on Evidence, 
10th ed., Yol. I., 414; B. v. Lingaie{l%lb), Phillipps on Evidence, 10th ed., Vol. L, 
414 ; B. y. Jarvis (1867), L. B. 1 0. 0. B. 96, where a person in authority 
advised the prisoner on moral grounds to speak the truth ; and see B. y. Wild 
(1835), 1 Mow. 0. 0. 452 ; B. y. Reeve (1872), L. B. 1 0. 0. B. 362. A confession 
IS admissible, if the inducement has no reference to the defendant's escape 
from the bharge brought against him (B. y. Lloyd (1834), 6 0. d; P. 393 ; 
B. v. Green (1834), 6 0. & P. 655), or where the words used by the person 
in authority import no promise or threat (B. y. Jones (1872), 12 Oox, 0. <5. 241, 
0. 0. B.). Ana a oonmssion was held to be admissible, where it was made 
after a police constable had told the prisoner that “he need not say anything to 



Part VI.— Evidenc® m Criminal Cases. 


897 


A defendant may be convicted on his own confession without any 
corroborating evidence (c). 

764. A statement made by another person by the authority of 
the prisoner is evidence against the prisoner as much as if he had 
made the statement himself (d). 

765. If there are several persons accused of a crime and one of Confession b; 
them makes confessions or admissions, such confessions or admissions 

are evidence only against the party who made them (e) ; but where drfen^u. 

criminate himself,” but ** what he did say would be taken down and used as 
evidence against him ” ; see JS, v, Baldry (1852), 2 Den. 430, disapproving of the 
following cases v. Drew (1837), 8 0. & P. 140 ; R. v. Morton (1843), 2 
Mood. & E. 514; R, v. Furley (1844), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 76; R. v. Harru (1844), 

1 Cox, C. C. 106. As to confessions made under the influence of drink, see 
R, V, Spilsbury (1835), 7 C. & P. 187 ; R. v. Sexton (1822), 3 Bussell on 
Climes, 482. The mere use of artifice to obtain a confession does not make 
the confession inadmissible, but a confession so obtained has very little 
weight (E. V. Thomas (1836), 7 C. & P, 345 ; R. y. Shaw (1834), 6 0. & P. 

372 ; R. V. Derrington (1826), 2 C. & P. 418; R, v. Burley (1818), 1 Phillipps 
on Evidence, 10th ed., 420). What a prisoner is overheard to say to another 
person or to himself is receivable m evidence against him, but see per 
Alderson, B., R, V. Simons (1834), 6 C. & P. 540, at p. 641 ; and Earle v. 

Bicken (1833), 5 C. & P. 542, n. Statements made by a defendant in answer 
to questions put by a police constable or prosecutor are not ipso facto inadmis- 
sible {R. V. Reason (1872), 12 Cox, C. 0. 228 ; R, v. Brachenhury (1893), 17 Cox, 

C. C. 628; R. v. Hirst (1896), 18 Cox, 0. 0. 374; Rogers v. Hawken (1898), 67 
L. J. (q. B.) 526) ; but where such statements are made under pressure by the 
police constable or prosecutor, as where there is improper cross-examination of 
a prisoner in custody, or an attempt made to trap the accused or to manufacture 
evidence, such statements may be rejected as inadmissible (E. v.3fa2e (1893b 17 
Cox, C. 0. 689 ; i?. v. Histed (1898), 19 Cox, 0. 0. 16 ; E. v. Morgan (1895), 59 J . P, 

827 ; R, V. Knight (1905), 20 Cox, C. C. 711). A constable may ask a suspected 
person questions before taking him into custody, to ascertain whether there are 
grounds for apprehending him ; a constable should not ask questions of a person 
m custody (R, v. Berriman (1854), 6 Cox, C. 0. 388 ; R, y. Reason {IBI 2), 12 Cox, 

C. C. 228), but the mere fact that a statement is made in reply to a question 
put by a constable does not make the statement inadmissible {R, v. Best, [1909] 

1 K, B. 692, C. C. A., disapproving of R, v. Oavin (1885), 15 Cox, 656). A 
magistrate has no right to ask the accused any questions, except questions 
incidental to the conduct of the examination, e,g,, whether the accused wishes to 
cross-examine a witness, or to give evidence, and the statutory questions pre- 
scribed by s. 18 of the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. c. 42), unless 
the accused gives evidence under the Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 
Vict. c. 36) ; if the magistrate does interrogate an accused who does not so give 
evidence, the answer of the accused is inadmissible as evidence against him (R, 

V. Berriman (1854), 6 Cox, C. C. 388 ; R, v. Pettit (1850), 4 Cox, C. 0. 164; R, 

V. Wilson (1817), Holt (n. p.), 597). The cases of R. v. Rees (1836), 7 C. & P. 568, 
and R, v. Bartlett (1837), 7 C. & P. 832, cannot now be regarded as authorities 
to the contrary. 

(c) But see note (c) on p. 378, ante. As to treason, see R, v. Tong (1662), Post. 

240; R. V. Francia (1716), 1 East, P. 0. 133; R, v. Willis (1710), Post. 241; 

E. V. Vaughan (1696), Post. 240; R, v. Smith (1708), Post. 242. 

(d) R, V. Mallory (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 33, 0. 0. E. But see R, v. Downer 
(1880), 14 Cox, 0. 0. 486, 6. 0. E., where it was held that a letter written by 
a solicitor “in consequence of” an interview with the prisoner was not 
equivalent to a letter written by the solicitor bj the instructions of the prisoner, 
and was therefore not evidence against the prisoner. An act done by an agent 
will not make the principal criminally responsible, unless the principal 
authorised the act (see Melvilld s (JLordt) Case (180^, 29 State Tr. 550, at 7^). 

(e) R, V. T(yng, supra; R v. Boroski (1682), 9 State Tr. 1, at 23. See B, v. 

Fletcher (1829), 1 Lew. C. 0. 107. In an inictment against an accessory the 
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Statement 
made in the 
prcflence 
of the 
defendant. 


The whole of 
a confession 
must be given 
in evidence. 


Facts dis- 
covered by 
means of 
a statement 
which is 
inadmissible 
may be 
proved. 


confessions or admissions are made by an accomplice in the 
presence of the other party in such circumstances that the other 
party has an opportunity of contradicting such statements at once 
so far as they concerned himself and does not contradict them, 
then the statement of the accomplice becomes evidence against such 
other party, and a confession may be inferred from the conduct 
and demeanour of the prisoner when he hears such a statement (/). 

766. Any statement made in the presence of the accused is 
evidence against him, if he had an opportunity of contradicting it 
at once and did not, and if the circumstances are such that 
he would naturally be expected to contradict it, if he did not 
admit it(^). 

Evidence of this kind is not admissible at all against the accused, 
when the statement is made in such circumstances that he had no 
opportunity of contradicting it at once, e.g,^ if it is made when the 
prisoner is before a magistrate Qi), 

767. If evidence of a confession by an accused person is given 
on behalf of the prosecution, the whole of the confession must be 
used ; the prosecution must take the whole of it together, and 
cannot select one part and leave another (i). But if part of a state- 
ment tends to show the guilt of the accused and part of it to show 
his innocence, the jury may, if they choose, believe the part 
which is against him and disbelieve that which is in his 
favour (A). 

Even if a confession is inadmissible in evidence, yet facts the 
knowledge of which has been obtained by means of such inadmis- 
sible confession may be proved on behalf of the prosecution {1), 


confession of the principal is not evidence of the guilt of the principal as 
against the accessory [li, v. Turner (1832), 1 Mood. C. C. 347). As to evidence 
on a charge of murder of the dying declarations of the murdered person who 
is parties criminis, see R, v. Tinckler (1781), 1 East, P. C. 354. Statements 
made, like acts done, by one of several accomplices or co-conspirators in pur- 
suance of a common design, are evidence against the others (R, v. Watson 
(1817), 2 Stark. 116, at p. 140 ; R. v. Desmond (1868), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 146 ; A. v. 
JHahe (1844), 6 Q. B. 126) ; aliter of statements which are made not in pursuance 
of the common design (R, v. Blake^ supra). 

( f) Phillmps on Evidence, 10th ed., Vol. I., 405 ; R. v. Bromhead (1906), 71J. P. 
103, 0. 0. E. See R. v. Male (1893), 17 Cox, 0. C. 689 ; R. v. Hirst (1896), 18 
Cox, C. C. 374; E. v. Pearson (No. 1) (1908), 72 J. P. 449. 

{g) See R. v. Smithies (1832), 6 0. & P. 332 ; R. v. Bartlett (1837), 7 C. & P. 
832, where the nde was applied to a statement made by a wife in the presence 
of her husband, although the wife could not be callea against her hu8ban(i to 
prove such a statement; but see R. v. Smith (1897), 18 Cox, C, C. 470; 
Wiedemann Walpole^ [1891] 2 Q. B. 534, C. A., per Lord Esher, M.E., at 
p, 637 ; R* v. Pearson, supra, 

(4) R, V. Appleby (1821), 3 Stark. 33; Melen v. Andretus (1829), Mood. & M. 
336 ; R, V. Turner (1832), 1 Mood, C. 0. 347 ; and see R, v. Smith (1897), 18 
Cox, 0. 0. 470. 

(0 jB. V. J<mu (1827), 2 C. & P. 629. 

{k) R, V. Higgim (1829), 3 0. & P. 603; R, v. Clewes (1830), 4 C. A P. 221 ; 
JR. v. Steptos (1830), 4 0. A P, 397. 

(J) R, V, Waridcshall (1783), 1 Leach, 263. In R, v. OHffin (1809), Buss. 
A By. 151, the prosecutor was not allowed to prove a confession by the prisoner 
on a charge of larceny, but was allowed to prove ** that the prisoner Drought 



Pabt VI. — Evidence in Criminal Cases. 


899 


768. If a confession has been reduced to writing, and it is sect. 2 . 
written or signed by the accused, the writing must be given in Method of 
evidence and, if proved, read by the officer of the court. If it is not Proof- 
written by the accused, but taken down by someone else and not written 
signed by the prisoner, the confession can only be proved by the confession, 
person who took it down, who must state what the accused said, 
and may use the writing to refresh his memory (m). 


769. At the preliminary examination into a charge before 
examining justices the defendant is asked at the close of the case 
for the prosecution whether he wishes to say anything in answer 
to the charge and is expressly cautioned. Any statement that tlie 
defendant then makes, if it appears on the depositions, may be 
given in evidence against him on his trial ; and any statement 
made by him, either before or after he is so asked, may also be 
given in evidence against him, if it appears on the depositions (n). 

Any evidence which a defendant gives on oath or affirmation 
before the examining justices under the Criminal Evidence Act, 
1898 ( 0 ), may also be used against him on his trial (p). 

Any evidence which a defendant has given on a former occa- 
sion as a witness is evidence against him, if properly proved ( 5 '), 


Statement of 

defendant 

before 

examining 

justices. 


Evidence 
given by 
defendant 
admibbibio. 


him a guinea and a bank note, which he gave up to the prosecutor as one of 
the notes be had stolen.” But see R, v, Jones (1809), Russ. & By. 152 ; R. v. 
Jenkins (1822), Buss. & By. 492. If a prisoner makes a statement describing 
where articles connected with a crime are to be found and such articles are 
found in consequence of the statement, the finding of the articles may be 
proved, although the statement itself may be inadmissible. 

(m) R. V. Layer (1722), 16 State Tr. 94, 214 ; R, v. Swatkins (1831), 4 0. & P. 
548, at p. 550 ; see R, v. Gay (1835), 7 0. & P. 230. 

(w) See p. 316, ante. Sucn statements, however, if made by a prisoner who 
does not give evidence, but who is interrogated by the magistrate, are 
inadinissible (R. v. Berriman (1854), 6 Oox, C. C. 388 ; and see p. 397, ante). 

( 0 ) 61 & 62 Viet c. 36 ; and see p. 317, ante. 

Ip) R, V. Bird (1898), 19 Oox, 0. 0. 180, 0. 0. B. 

(7) Depositions of tne defendant who is called as a witness at a coroner’s 
inquisition are evidence against him {R. v. Bafmaa (1866), 4 F. & P. 1068; 
R. V. Colmer (1864), 9 Cox, C. C. 606 ; but see R. v. Wheeley (1838), 8 0. & P. 
250 ; R. V. Own} (1839), 9 C. & P. 83, 238 ; R. v. Sandys (1841), Car. & 345). 

Depositions of the defendant upon an inquiry before commissioners appointed 
to investigate the origin of fires (in Quebec), and authorisetl to examine 
witnesses on oath, were held by the Privy Counoii to be admissible in evidence 
against him on his trial for arson (R. v. Coote (1873), L. B. 4 P. C. 699) ; and 
see R. V. Gddshede (1844), 1 Car. k Kir. 657 ; R. v. Chidley (1860), 8 Cox, C. C. 
365 ; R. V. Laurent (1898), 62 J. P. 250. Under the bankruptcy law (see 
Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 k 47 Viet. c. 52), s. 17 (8), and title Bankruptcy, 
Vol. U., p. 73) a bankrupt in his examination in bankruptcy is bound to 
answer all questions touching matters relating to his tr^e, dealings, or 
estate, or wmch might tend to disclose any secret grant, conveyance, or 
concealment of his lands, tenements, goods, money or debts, and he cannot 
object that his answers may incriminate him, and his answers, though 
tending to incriminate him, may be given in evidence against him on a 
criminal charge, except in a prosecution for the misdemeanours mentioned in 
B. 1 of the Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, 0. 10), and in ss. 77 to 84 of the 
liaroeny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c. 96); see Larceny Act, 1861, s. 85; 
Larceny Act, 1901, s. 2 ; and Bankruptcy Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 71), s. 27 ; 
and see R. v. Scott (1866), Dears. & B. 47 ; R, v. Cross (1866), Dears. & B. 68 ; 
R. V. Robinson (1867), L. B. 1 C. 0. B. 80 ; R. v. Uillam (1872), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 
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Sect. 2. unless the defendant was wrongly compelled to answer questions 
Method of tending to criminate him which he objected to answer (r), or unless 
Proof. there is some statutory provision making such evidence inadmissible 
in other proceedings (s). 

Sect. 8. — Competency of Witnesses in Criminal Proceedings* 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — In Oeneral* 

Competency 770 . All persons are competent to give evidence except 
of witnesses children of such tender years that they have not suflScient 
iTrc^Mdingfl. intelligence to testify or a proper appreciation of the duty of 
speaking the truth ; (2) idiots and insane persons who at the time 
of being tendered as witnesses are mentally incapable of testifying ; 
(3) deaf and dumb persons, if they are unable by signs or otherwise 
to understand what is said to them or to communicate their 
thoughts to others, and (4) other persons who from temporary 
causes, such as illness and drunkenness, are for the time incapable 
of understanding questions and of giving a rational account of 
events (t). 

174; R. V. Cherry (1871), 12 Cox, 0. C. 32; R. v. Widdop (1872), L. U. 2 
0. C. R. 3 ; R, V. Erdheinit [1896] 2 Q. B. 260, C. 0. R. A bankrupt, when so 
examined, might object to answer a question on the ground that it does not 
relate to the matter on which he may be examined ; but, if he does not so object 
and answers a question which does not relate to such matters, his answer 
may be proved against him in other proceedings (R» v. Sloggett (1856), Dears. 
0. 0. 666). A witness, other than the bankrupt, examined under s. 17 
of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Yict. o 62), may refuse to answer 
questions on the ground that his answers may incriminate him {Re Frith y 
Ex parte Schofield (1877), 6 Ch. D. 230, 0. A.). The answers of a bankrupt 
in an examination under s. 24 or s. 27 of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 
& 47 Yict. 0 . 62), cannot be used against him in prosecutions for the mis- 
demeanours mentioned in s. 1 of the Larceny Act, 1901, or ss. 77 — 84 of the 
Larceny Act, 1861 (Bankruptcy Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 71), s. 27 (2) ). Queere, 
whether such answers can be used in prosecutions for other offences ; see Arch- 
bold, Criminal Pleading, 23rd ed., p. 329. The exception in the Bankruptcy Act, 
1890 (63 & 64 Yict. c, 71), s. 27 (2), as regards the misdemeanours specified above, 
does not apply to a statement of affairs filed by a bankrupt under the Bank- 
ruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Yict. c. 52), s. 16, and such a statement may be used 
in evidence against him in a prosecution under ss. 77 — 84 of the liarceny Act, 
1861 (24 & 26 Yict. o. 96), ana s. 1 of the Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 10) 
(R, V. Pikcy [1902] 1 K. 13. 652, 0. 0. R.). As to a bankrupt’s balance-sheet 
being used in evidence against him, see R, v. Britton (1833), 1 Mood. & K 
297 ; R. V. Wheater (1838), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 46, 51. 

(r) R, V. Oarbett (1847), 1 Den. 236; see R, v. Merceron (1818), 2 Stark. 

866 . 

(«) Thus, under the Corrupt and Dlegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 
(46 & 47 Yict. 0 . 61), s. 69 (1) (b), an answer hy a person to a question put 
by or before any election court is not, except in the case of cnminal pro- 
ceedings for perjury in respect of such evidence, admissible in evidence against 
him in any cnminal proceeding (Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Yict. c. 70), ss. 30, 36 ; and R, v. Buttle (1870), 
L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 248 ; R, v. Slator (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 267). See also Exhibition 
Medals Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Yict. c. 119), s, 6; Land Transfer Act, 1876 
(38 A 39 Yict o. 87), s. 103; Explosive Substances Act, 1883 (46 Yict c. 3), 
0 . 6 (2) ; Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (60 & 61 Yict. c. 28, s. 19 (2). 

(t) It has been said that a person under sentence of death is dviUy dead, 
and therefore incompetent as a witness (R, v. Webb (1867), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 133) ; 
but see Evidence Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Yict c. 86), a. 1 ; Eorfeiture Act, 1870 
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Persons who are not incompetent for the specified reasons to 
give evidence are compellable to give evidence (a), unless they are 
privileged from making disclosures (ft). But the defendant in a 
criminal prosecution and the husband or wife of the defendant are 
incompetent witnesses for the prosecution except in certain cases (c), 
and in most criminal proceedings (d) are only competent witnesses 
for the defence subject to certain limitations. 

Witnesses who are competent to give evidence in criminal cases 
are also compellable to give evidence subject to the same grounds of 
privilege as in civil proceedings (e), and subject to this further 


(33 & 34 Viet. c. 23), s. 1, and v. Fitzgerald (1884), cited in Taylor on 
Evidence, lOth ed., Vol. 11. , p. 959. 

(a) The common law, it has been said, knows no distinction between com- 
petent and compellable witnesses (Taylor on Evidence, 10th ed., Vol. I., p. 647, 
u. 6), but it seems that the King, foreign sovereigns and foreign ambassadors, 
who are not compellable to give evidence, are competent witnesses ; see Taylor 
on Evidence, 10th ed., Vol. II., 989. 

(5) Persons who are privileged from making disclosures are— husbands and 
wives, who are privileged from disclosing communications made to one another 
during; marriage ; lawyers and clients, who are privileged from disclosing con- 
fidential communications made for the purpose of obtaining legal advice (except 
communications made for the purpose of committing a crime, or communica- 
tions which are part of a criminal or unlawful proceeding) ; public officers, who 
ore privileged from disclosing facts or documents the disclosure of which they 
declare to oe injurious in the public interest, A witness may also refuse to 
answer a question the answer to which may tend to criminate him by exposing 
him to a criminal charge, or to a penalty or forfeiture. It seems that a 
minister of religion is not privileged from giving evidence of confessions made 
to him under the seal of secrecy (see title Evidence). The judge who tries a 
case cannot bo called as witness in the case, and, it seems, may object to give 
evidence in another case as to matters with which he became acquamted wnile 
he was acting as judge (Taylor on Evidence, 10th ed., Vol. I., 665 ; Vol, II., 
987). As to advocates giving evidence of facts etc. which they have learned 
while acting as advocates, but which were not confidentially communicated to 
them, see title Barristers, Vol. III., p. 396. 

(c) See p. 402, ffost, 

id) See p. 405, post. 

(e) For privilege in criminal cases, see, as to husbands and wives. Criminal 
Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 36), s. 1 (d) ; as to lawyers and clients, 
Du Barri v. Livette (1791b Peake, 108; R. v. Cvx and Railton (1884), 14 
Q. B.D. 153, 0. 0. R. ; 72. v. Jmes (1846), 1 Den. 166; 72. v. Farley (1846), 2 Car. & 
Kir. 313 ; 72. v. Hayward (1846), 2 Car. & Kir. 234 ; 72. v. Brewer (1834), 6 C, & P. 
363 ; 72. v. Brown (1862), 9 Cox, C. C. 281 ; 72. v. Tuffs (1848), 1 Den. 319 ; 72. v. 
Avery (1838), 8 C. & P. 696 ; R. v. Watkinson (1740), 2 Stra. 1122; /2. v. Downer 
(1880), 14 Cox, C. C. 486, C. C. R. As to public officers, see 72. v. Fergus 
O'Gonnor (1843), 4 State Tr. (n. s.) 935, at p. 1060. Police officers and public 
officials are privileged from disclosing the source of their information, and 
witnesses for the (Suwn in nublic prosecutions are privileged from disclosing 
the channel through which they have communicated information (72. v. Watson 
(1817), 32 State Tr. 1, at p. 100 ; 72. v. Smith O'Brien (1848), 7 State Tr. (n. s.) 
1 ; 72. V. Hardy (1794), 24 State Tr. 199, at p. 753 ; 72. y. Richardson (1868), 3 F. & 
F. 693 ; Marks v. Bey f us (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 494, C. A.). As to incriminating 
questions, see 72. v. Slaney (1832), 5 C. & P. 213 ; 72. v. Oarbett (1847), 1 Den. 
236; R, v. Coote (1873), L. R. 4 P. 0. 599.; R, y. Adey (1831), 1 Mood. A B. 
94 ; 72. y. Sloggett (1856), Dears. C. C. 656 ; 72. y. Boyes (1861), 1 B. & 8. 311 ; R. y. 
Kinglahe (1870), 11 Cox, C. C. 499; 72. v. Reading (1679), 7 State Tr. 259, 296. 
As to prisoner giving evidence on his own behalf, see p. 404, post, A com- 
munication made by way of confession to a minister of rellgiqn, is probably not 
privileged and the recipient may bo compelled to disclose it, though in many 
mstances the judges have shown a great dismclination to compel such disclosure ; 
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exception which is peculiar to criminal procedure, that the defendant 
and the wife or husband of the defendant are not compellable^ to 
give evidence except in certain cases (/). In criminal as in civil 
cases it is for the judge to decide on the competency of a witness (jf). 

Sttb-Seot. 2. — Evidence of D^endant. 

771. The defendant in a criminal proceeding was not at common 
law (A) a competent witness either for the prosecution or for the 
defence nn his trial. He could, however, make a statement not 
on oath, and he still can do this instead of giving evidence (i). 

If a defendant is indicted jointly with other persons, he cannot 
at common law (/c) give evidence on his trial against or for any of 
his co-defendants, if they are tried along with him ; but, if two or 
more defendants, though indicted jointly, are tried separately, a 
defendant who is not being tried may give evidence against or for a 
co-defendant (/). 

A defendant who, being indicted with others, has pleaded guilty 
may give evidence against or for his co-defendants, and even a 
defendant who has pleaded not guilty, if in the course of the trial 
he withdraws his plea and pleads guilty, or if he is acquitted, can 
give evidence against or for his co-defendants. If an indictment 
contains several counts and one of the defendants pleads guilty to 
one of the counts, and it is desired to call him as witness against 
another defendant, the proper course is to take a verdict of acquittal 
on the other counts before calling him. 

A defendant in respect of whom a verdict of not guilty or a 
nolle prosequi has been entered may give evidence for or against a 
co-defendant {m). 


BOO 2 Co. Inst. 629; Du Barre v. Livette (1791), Peake, 108; Butler v. Moore 
(1S02), McNally, Evidence, Vol. I., p. 253 ; Broad v. Pitt (1828), 3 C. & P. 618 ; 
11. Y. Qilham (1828), 1 Mood. C. U. 18G; li, v. Qriffin (1853), 6 Cox, 0, 0. 
219 ; R. V. Hay (1860), 2 F. & F. 4. 

(/) See pp. 403, 406, post. 

If/) R. V. Whitehead (1866), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 33; and see R. v. Wakefield 
(1827), 2 Lew. 0. C. 279. Questions of this kind are often decided on the voir 
dirCf before a witness is sworn, but if a witness who has been admitted as 
competent gives evidence, and is afterwards found to be incompetent, his 
evidence may be withdrawn from the jury (R. v. Whiteheady supra). 

(li) As to the statutory modification of the common law rule, see p. 403, 
post. 

(i) R. V. Hull (1880), Archbold, Criminal Pleading etc., 23rd ed., p. 210 ; R. 
V. Blades (1880), ibid.; R. v. Doherty (1887), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 306; R, v. MUlhouse 
(1886), 16 Cox, C. 0. 622; R. v. Shimmin (1882), 15 Cox, 0. C. 122; R. v. 
Sherrtjf {1903)y 20 Cox, C. C. 334. The right was preserved by the Criminal 
Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. o. 36), s. 1 (h) (see R. v. Pope (1902), 18 
T. L. E. 717). There has been considerable difference of opinion among the 
judges as to the time when the statement should be made; some judges have 
ruled that the statement must be made before the 8pee<^ of the prisoner’s 
counsel (see R. v. Blades^ supra; R. v. Doherty ^ supra; R. v. Popcy supra; 
IL V. Sherriff, supra); others have allowed it to be made afterwaw (E. v. 
Htdl^ supra ; R. v. MUlhouse^ supra ; R. v. Shimmin^ supra). 

(A;) As to the statutory modification of the common law rule, see p. 403, post 
h) R. V. Payne (1872), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 349 ; R. v. Dradlaugh (1883), 
15 Cox, 0. 0. 217 ; Winsor v. E. (1866), L. E. 1 Q. B. 390, Ex. Ch. 

(m) Wright y. Paulin (1824), Ey. & M. 128; R v. Rowland (1826), By. & 
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772. In a prosecution for the non-repair of a highway or bridge 
or for a nuisance to a highway, river, or bridge, and other prosecu- 
tions which are instituted for the purpose of trying or enforcing a 
civil right only, it is provided by statute (n) that the defendant shall 
be a competent and compellable witness for either the prosecution 
or the defence (o). In no other case is a defendant competent to 
give evidence for the prosecution on his trial (a). 

773. Every defendant is now by statute a competent witness for 
the defence at every stage of criminal proceedings either on his own 
behalf or on behalf of any person who is tried along with him, but 
he cannot be called as a witness except upon his own application (h ) ; 


M. 401; B. V. O' Donnell (1857), 7 Cox, 0. 0. 337; R, v. HinJcs (1845), 1 Den. 
84 ; R, v. Oallagher (1875), 13 Cox, 0. C. 61, 0. 0. E. As to nolle prosequif soe 
p. 350, ante, 

(n) Evidence Act. 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. o. 14). 

(o) the defendant is compellable to give evidence for the prosecution, 
competent to give evidence on his own behalf, and compellable to give evidence 
for the defence of other persons who are indicted along with him. 

(a) The Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 15), s. 12, as 
amended by the Children Act, 1908 (8 fCdw. 7, c. 67) (see schedule), provides that 
a person accused of any offence under the first-named Act is to be competent, but 
not compellable, to give evidence. This means, it seems, to give evidence for the 
defence only ; the section as it stands might seem to sanction the giving of evi- 
dence by the accused in such cases for the prosecution, but, in the absence of express 
words giving such sanction or of a provision making the defendant a compellable 
as well as a competent witness, the section, so far as it relates to the person 
charged, would probably be held to refer to the defence only. If this part 
of the section only refers to evidence for the defence, it seems unnecessary, as 
the Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 36), which permits a defendant 
in a criminal prosecution to give evidence, applies to all criminal proceedings 
(see Charnock v. Merchantf [1900] 1 Q. B. 474). The language of the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, a 15), s. 12, is mainly taken from 
the repealed Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1894(57 & 58 Viet. c. 41), 
B. 12, which, being passed before the Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 
Viet. c. 36), was then needed, as without it the accused could not give evidence. 
No such provision was need^ after the Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 
Viet. c. 36), and it is not clear whether its insertion in the Act of 1904 (4 Edw. 
7, c. 15), has any effect as re^rds the evidence of the person charged. It 
seems to have been inserted per tncuriam, 

{h) Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 yict. c, 36), s. 1. The Act came 
mto force on 12th October, 1898 (s. 7 (2)), and applies to all criminal proceedings 
notwithstanding any enactment in force at the commencement of tho Act, but 
does not affect the provisions of the Evidence Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet c. 14) 
(see supra). At tne time of the passing of the Criminal Evidence Act, 
1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 36), there were a numoer of statutes in force which made 
a defendant, or the wife or husband of a defendant, competent to give evidence; 
it seems that all these Acts are superseded by the CrimiW Evidence Act, 1898 
(61 k 62 Viet. c. 36), and are now unnecessary, so far as they relate to the subject- 
matter of tiiat Act (see Charnock v. Merchant, [1900] 1 Q. B. 474 ; Stephen, Di^t 
of tile Law of Evidence, 6th ed., p. 124 ; Taylor on Evidence, lOth Vol. II., 
p. 977; R. V. Ellis (1899), 34 L. J. 646; R, v. Dunning (1899), 34 L. J. 
33 ; R, y, Brazil (1899), 63 J. P. 138). The Criminal il^vidence Act, 1898 
(61 h 62 Viet. c. 36), subject to tho provisions of the Evidence Act, 1877 
(40 & 41 Viet. c. 14), is the governing Act as regards the evidence of defendants 
and wives or husband of defendants (see Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 
Viet. c. 36), s. 6(1)), and even subsequent Acts containing provisions relating 
to the same subject-matter must, unless they contain wor& expressly varying 
the Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Vict. c. 36}, be construed subject to 
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he cannot, therefore, be compelled against his will to give evidence 
for a co-defendant. 

774. The defendant gives his evidence like other witnesses on 
oath or aflSnnation, and, unless otherwise ordered by the court, from 
the witness-box or other place from which the other witnesses give 
their evidence (c). He is not, however, treated altogether as an 
ordinary witness or as a person who might naturally be expected to 
be called as a witness (d). 

If a defendant has given evidence in his own behalf which 
is not adverse to a co-defendant, and a co-defendant examines 
him in his own defence, the defendant who gives evidence becomes 
a witness for the co-defendant who examines him (e). 

If a defendant gives evidence on his own behalf, it is no objection 
to a question put to him in cross-examination that it may tend to 
criminate him as to the offence charged (/) ; but he must not be 
asked, and if asked cannot be required to answer, any question tending 
to show that he has committed or been convicted of or charged 
with any offence other than that with which he is then charged 
or that he is of bad character, (1) unless the proof that he has 
committed or been convicted of such other offence is admissible 
to show that he is guilty of the offence with which he is then 
charged (g ) ; or (2) unless he has personally or by his advocate 
asked questions of the witnesses for the prosecution with a view 
to establish his own good character, or has given evidence of 
his good character; or (3) unless the nature or conduct of the 
defence is such as to involve imputations on the character of the 
prosecutor or of the witnesses for the prosecution (/i); or (4) unless 


that Act. See as to the Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, 
c. 16), and the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), p. 403, ante. The Criminal 
Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 36), does not apply to courts-martial, 
unless so applied by general orders or rules, see ihid.y s. 6. A defendant cannot 
give evidence before the grand jury {B v. BhodeSy [1899] 1 Q. B. 77, 0. 0. R. ; 
li. V. Saund^s (1898), 63 J. P. 24), If a defendant pleads guilty, he cannot 
afterwards give evidence on his own behalf with a view to mitigation of punish- 
ment {B. v. Hodghimon (1900), 64 J. P. 808). A prisoner ought to be distinctly 
told that he has a right to give evidence on his own behalf iB. v. Warren (1909), 
26 T. L. R 633, 0. 0. A,). 

(c) Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 36), s. 1 (g). 

(a) Seep. 368, ante. 

(e) See B. v. Burditt (1866), 6 Cox, C. C. 458, C. C. R., at p. 460; B. v. 
Hadweny [1902] 1 KB. 882, C. C. R., at p. 886. 

(/) Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 36), s. 1 (e). 

Iq) See p. 380, ante. 

\h) E.g.y such an imputation is involved if the defendant states on oath that 
one of the witnesses for the prosecution committed the offence with which he 
is charged (R. v. Marshall (1899), 63 J. P. 36), or suggests that the prosecutrix 
is a “orunken wastrel** (B. y. Holmesy TimeSy 31st January, 1899, p. 11), or that 
the prosecutrix on a charge of atten^ted rape consented to the acts which form 
the basis of the char^ (R. v. Fishery TimeSy 31st January 1899, p. 11, which was, 
however, dissented from in B. v. Sheehan (1908), 72 J. P. 232, which see). Such 
an imputation is not involved^ if the defendant merely states that the evidence 
mven Dv the prosecutor is a lie and that the prosecutor is a liar (R v. BousCf 
[1904] 1 K. B. 184, 0. 0. R.), or if the defendant suggests that he was employed 
as an informer by a detective who was a witness for the prosecution (R v. 
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he has given evidence against any other person charged \rith the 
same offence (t). 

Sitb-Sbot. 3. — Evidence of Wife or Euehand of Defendant 

775 . At common law (k) the wife or husband of a defendant 
cannot give evidence for the prosecution or for the defence on the 
trial of the defendant, except in cases of offences committed by the 
defendant against the person or liberty of the other party to the 
marriage, and in such cases the wife or husband of the defendant 
can be compelled to give evidence for the prosecution without the 
consent of the other party to the marriage (Z). 

According to the weight of authority, this exception does not apply 
to cases of treason (m). 


Sect. S. 

Com- 
petency of 
Witnesses 
in Crimina] 
Proceed- 
ings. 

Wife or 
husband of 
defendant. 

When a 
competent 
witness at 
common law. 


Bridgwater, [1905] 1 K. B. 131, C. C. R.). See It. v. Preston [19091, 1 K. B. 668, 
0. 0. A., where a prisoner in giving evidence made an allegation against a witness 
for the prosecution, hut the making of such an imputation was not the substance 
of the defence or part of the nature or conduct of the defence, and it was hold 
that the making of such an imputation did not let in evidence as to the prisoner’s 
bad character. 

(t) If such questions are asked in circumstances that do not come within the 
specified exceptions, and the defendant is convicted, the conviction is bad and 
will be set aside (Charnock v. Merchant^ [1900] 1 Q. B. 474 ; It v. Rouse, [1904] 
1 K. B. 184, 0. 0. R. ; R. v. Bridgwater y supra). 

(A?) As to the statutory modifications of the common law rule, see p. 406, fosU 

(0 2Hawk. P, 0., 8th ed., c. 46, ss. 67—79; 1 Hale, P. C. 301; R. v. Azire (1725), 
I Stra. 633 (assault) ; R. v. Pearce (1840), 9 C. & P. at p. 668 (shooting with intent 
to murder) ; R. v. Jdlyman (1838), 8 0. & P. 604 (committing an unnatural 
offence); Lord Audlefs Case (1631), 3 State Tr. 401 (rape by aiding another 
person to ravish the defendant’s wife) ; whore a woman has been abducted and 
forced to marry the abductor, the woman can give evidence against the 
abductor when charged with abduction, the reason being that the marriage is null 
[R. V. Wakefield (1827), 2 Lew. 0. C. 279) ; alitery if the woman has after being 
abducted consented to the marriage voluntarily or if a forced marriage has 
been ratified by voluntary cohabitation (1 Hale, P. 0. 302, 661). It seems that 
if a marriage is brought about by fraudulent misrepresentations, and the husband 
or wife is on his or ner trial for a charge based on these representations, the 
wife or husband cannot give evidence against the defendant {R. v. Serjeant 
(1826), Ry. & M. 362) ; but see R. v. Perry (1794), 2 Hawk. P. 0. 601. Quare, 
whether the proper rule is that such evidence could be given, if the representa- 
tions are of such a nature as to make the marriage void (see Moss v. Moss, 
[1897] P. 263). 

In a prosecution for bigamy the true wife or husband of the defendant cannot 
be called as a witness (1 Hale, P. 0. 693 ; R. v. Griggs (1660), T. Raym, 1 ; R, v. 
Peat (1838), 2 Lew. C. 0, 288) ; but the false wife or husband can give evidence 
(1 Hale, P. 0. 693 ; and see R. v. Young (1847), 2 Oox, C. 0. 291), Nothing in 
the Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet c. 36), affects the case where the 
wife or husband of a person charged with an offence can be called at common 
law as a witness without the consent of the person charg^ (s. 4 (2) ). The 
dying declarations of a wife or husband are admissible as evidence a^inst the 
husband or wife when charged with the murder or manslaughter of the person 
who made the declaration {R. v. IToodcocA; (1789), 1 Leacn, 600; R, v. Jehns 
(1790), 1 Leach, 604, n.). 

(m) Anon, (1613), 1 Brownl. 47 ; 1 Hale, P. 0. 301. But in 2 Hawk. P, 0., 
c. 46, B. 79, and Bac. Abr. tit. Evidence, A, p. 206, the point is treated as 
unsettled. See 1 Chitty, Criminal Law, 696 ; Taylor on Evidence, 10th ed., 
VoL n., 976 ; but see R. v. Griggs (1661), T. Raym. I ; Buffer, Nisi Prius, 286 ; 
Gilbert on Evidence, 6th ed., 119. There is no instance traceable of the wife 
having given evidence against the husband on a charge of treason (McNally, 
Evidence, VoL I., 181). 
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Sect. 3. 
Com- 
petency of 
Witnesses 
in Criminal 
Proceed- 
ings. 


When wife 
or husband 
of defendant 
may give 
evidence for 
prosecution. 


In all casGs whore a wife or a husband is a competent witness for 
the prosecution against the other party to the marriage, the wife or 
husband is a competent witness for the defence (n). 

If more persons than one are indicted and tried together, no wdfe 
or husband of any defendant can at common law (o) give evidence 
either for or against any defendant, except in the cases just men- 
tioned and in cases in which the defendant who is the husband or 
wife of the witness tendered can give evidence (p). 

776. The wife or husband of a defendant is a competent 
and compellable witness either for the prosecution or for the 
defence on the trial of indictments relating to the non-repair of 
highways etc. ((/). 

The wife or husband of a person charged with certain offences (r) 
may be called as a witness either for the prosecution or for the 
defence and without the consent of the person charged (a). 

The effect of this enactment does not seem to be to make the wife 
or husband of the party charged with the specified offences 
a compellable witness either for the prosecution or for the 
defence (b)- 


I n) R. V. Serjeant (1826), By. & M., per Abbott, C.J., at p. 354. 
o) For the statutory modifications of the common law rule, see tn/ra, 
p) See p. 402, ante ; R, v. Locker (1804), 5 Esp. 107 ; R. v. Williame (1838), 
!. <& P. 284 ; R. v. Thompson (1863), 3 F. & F. 824. In R. v. Pamenter (1872), 
12 Cox, 0. 0. 177, Kelly, O.B., refused to admit as evidence against a defendant 
a letter written by him to his wife while he was in custody and detained by a 
constable to whom the defendant had given it to post. The ground of the 
rejection of this letter was that it belonged to the wile, and that she could not 
have been called upon to produce it, if xt had reached her hands. This ruling 
would be inapplicable now in those cases where the wife or husband of a 
defendant is a compellable witness (see infra), but would be applicable to all 
cases where the wife or husband is not compellable. 

(7) Evidence Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 14). 

(r) Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 36), s. 1. 

(a) Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 36), s. 4 (1), and schedule; 
Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 27, and first schedule. The offences 
are the offences under the Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), of a man 
neglecting to maintain or deserting his wife or any of his family; any offence 
under the Married Women’s Property Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 7o), ss. 12, 16 ; 
under the Ciiminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69); under 
the Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 27 (exposing 
children), s. 48 (rape), ss. 53, 54, 55 (abduction of women and girls), or s. 56 
(child stealing) ; any offence against a person under sixteen under the Offences 
against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 5 (manslaughter), s. 42 
(common assault), s. 43 (aggravated assault), s. 52 (indecent assart etc.), or 
s. 62 (attempt to commit an infamous crime) ; any offence under the Dangerous 
Performances Acts, 1879 and 1887 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 34; 60 & 61 Viet. c. 62) ; and 
any other offence involving bodily injury to a wrson under sixteen (see Children 
Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), Kched. L, and s. 27); any offence under the 
Childi'en Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), Part IL (see p. 408, post). 

(h) In R, V. Rllis (1899), 34 L. J. 646, and R. v. Dunning (1899), 34 
L. J. 33 (charges under the (Mminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet, 
c. 69)), the wife was treated as a compellable witness; in R. v. Brazil (1899), 
63 J. P. 138 (a charge under the same Act), the wife objected to give evidence 
against her husband, and her objection was allowed. It is immaterial whether 
the marriage has taken place before or after the offence charged {R. v. Brazil, 
supra). 
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777. In an; proceeding against any person under the Prevention sect. s. 

of Cruelty to Children Act, 1904 (c), the wife or husband of the Com- 
person accused may be required to attend as an ordinary witness in petency of 
the case, and is competent, but not compellable, to give evidence — Witnesses 
i.e., it seems either for the prosecution or for the defence (d). In Criminal 

Proceed- 

778. It is further provided by statute (6) that in all criminal ings. 
proceedings (/) the wife or husband of every person charged with vvife or" 
an offence is a competent witness for the defence at every stage of husband of 
the proceedings, but cannot, except in certain specified cases (^f), defendant as 
be called as a witness, except upon the application of the person dcfencc/^*^ 
charged who is the husband or wife of the proposed witness Qi), 

The provisions of the statute do not render a husband compellable statutory 
to disclose any communication made to him by his wife during the evldence^of 
marriage or a wife compellable to disclose a communication so made wife or 
to her by her husband (i). husband of 

A husband or wife who gives evidence under the provisions of the 
statute may be cross-examined as to his or her previous offences or 
as to his or her character (k). 

The failure of the wife or husband of the person charged to give 
evidence must not, any more than the failure of the person charged 
to give evidence, be made the subject of any comment by the 
prosecution (/). 

(() 4 Edw. 7, c. 15, 8 . 12 ; and see Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), and 
Third Schedule. 

(d) The words “ may be required to attend to give evidence as an ordinary 
witness in the case ” seem to contemplate the wife or husband giving evidence 
for the prosecution. The effect seems to be to alter, in respect of the offences 
in question, s. 1 (c) of the Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Yict. o. 36), 
ana to make it possible to call the wife or husband of the defendant without 
the application of the defendant, but the other words of the section give the 
witness the option of refusing to give evidence. It seems that s. 12 of the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 16), cannot justify 
the binding over of the wife or husband by recognisance to ^ve evidence, as 
that is a species of compulsion. Qumrt, whether the words quoted above refer 
to the process by subpana. The Act seems to provide for the wife or husband 
giving evidence for the defence, but this would appear to have been unneces- 
sary, as it was already provided for by the Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 
& 62 Viet. c. 36), 8 . 1 (see infra). 

(e) Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. o. 36). 

(/) Nothing in the Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet, c, 36), is to 
affect the Evic&nce Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 14) ; see p, 406, anic. 

(g) Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet c. 36). s. 4 (1), and Criminal 
Evidence Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 14) (see p. 406, ante). 

(h) Ihid.t B. 1. The effect of the exception is that a co-defendant cannot 
call the wife or husband of another co-defendant as a witness, unless the 
husband or wife who is a co- defendant applies that his or her wife or husband 
should be called. The object of the exception is to prevent a wife or husband 
giving, without the husband or wife’s consent, eviaence which may have the 
effect of inculpating the husband or wife. It seems that, if the wife or husband 
of a co-defenaant is called as a witness and gives evidence adverse to another 
co-defendant, such co-defendant has the r^ht to cross-examine the person so 
caUed (R. v. ITadtuen, [1902] 1 K. B. 882, 0. 0. E.). 

(t) Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 36), s. 1 (d). 

(ik) The provisions of the Act which prohibit, with certain reservations, 
cross-examination as to previous offences, or as to character apply only to the 
person charged (iWd., s. 1 (e), (f) )• 

(0 Thid., s. 1 (b). 
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Sttb-Seot. ^.—Evidtnce of OkUdren. 

779. In criminal proceedings there is a limited class of cases 
in which a witness can give evidence not on oath or affirmation. 

In a charge for certain offences under the Children Act, 1908 (m), 
if the child in respect of whom the offence is charged to have 
been committed, or any other child of tender years who is tendered 
as a witness, does not in the opinion of the court or justices under- 
stand the nature of an oath, the evidence of such child may be 
received, though not given upon oath, if in the opinion of the court 
or justices such child is possessed of sufficient intelligence to justify 
the reception of the evidence and understands the duty of speaking 
the truth ; but no person can be convicted on such unsworn evidence, 
unless it is corroborated by some other material evidence in support 
thereof implicating the accused (n). 

There are similar provisions as to the taking of unsworn evidence 
when a person is charged with an offence under the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children Act, 1904 (o). 

Sub-Seot. 5 . — Evidence of Accomplices* 

780. There is no absolute rule of law that the evidence of an 
accomplice must be corroborated, but there is a well-established rule 
of practice by which judges advise juries not to convict a prisoner, 
except in very special circumstances, on such evidence, when 
uncorroborated (jp). 


(m) 8 Edw, 7, c. 67. The offences are those under Part IL of the Act and 
those mentioned in the First Schedule of the Act. For the offences under 
Part IL of the Act, see s. 12 (cruelty to children and young persons), s. 16 
(allowing children or young persons to reside in or to frequent a brothel), and 
8. 17 (encouraging the seduction or prostitution of a young girl). The onences 
mentioned in the First Schedule of the Act are — (1) any offence under the 
Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 100), s. 27 (exposing 
children), s. 66 (abduction of girls), and s. 66 (child stealing); (2) any 
offence against a person under sixt^n under the following sections of that 
Act : s. 6 (manslaughter), s. 42 (common assault), s. 43 (aggravated assault), 
B. 62 (indecent assault), or s. 62 (attempt to commit an infamous crime) ; 
(3) any offence under the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Viet. 
0. 69) ; (4) any offence under the Dangerous Performances Acts, 1879 and 1897 
(42 & 43 Viet, c. 34 ; 60 & 61 Viet. c. 62) ; or (6) any other offence involving 
bodily injury to a person under sixteen. 

{n) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 67), s. 30 (repealing part of s. 4 of the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69); see R. v. Wealand 

H , 20 Q. B. D. 827, C. C. R. ; R* v. Owm (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 829, C. C. R. ; 

. V. Paul (1890), 26 Q. B. I). 202, C. C. R., decided under the repealed 
part of s. 4 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69). 
if unsworn evidence is given before justices under the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 16), or the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 67), and the deposition is taken down in writing, and if the witness at the 
time of the trial is dead or too ill to travel, the deposition can be given in 
evidence tmder the Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 17 

f see Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 16), s. 15 ; 
Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 30. The decision in R* v. Pruntey 
(1888), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 344, which was decided under the repealed part of s. 4 
of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69), is no longer 
applicable. 

(o) 4 Edw. 7, 0 . 16 (see s. 16, and Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), Third 
Schedule). 

(p) R* V. TaU (1908), 1 Or. App. Rep. 39. A verdict obtained on the unoor- 
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Part VII. — Punishment and Prevention of 

Crime. 

Sbct. 1. — Punishment in General (a). 

Sxjb-Sbct, 1. — Kinds of Punishment 

781. Judgment of death can only be awarded for murder (6), 
treason (c), piracy (d), or setting fire to the King’s, ships or arsenals 
etc. (e). It cannot be pronounced on, or recorded against, anyone 
under the age of sixteen (/). 

When a person above sixteen is convicted of murder or treason, 
jud^ent of death must be pronounced ; but in cases of piracy and 
setting fire to the King’s ships it may be merely recorded (g). 

In the cases of crimes other than the four last mentioned, 
the court has a discretion within certain limits in fixing the 
punishment (h), 

782. Penal servitude is a form of punishment (t) which can 
only be imposed when a statute authorises its imposition (A;). 
The shortest sentence of penal servitude that can be passed is for 
three years. A person convicted of any felony for which no 


roborated evidence of an accomplice alone is liable to be upset by the Court of 
Criminal Appeal ; see li. v. Barrett {^19QS), 1 Or. App. Kep. 64; E.y. Jacobs 
(1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 216 ; li, v. Warner (1908), 1 Or. App. Rep. 227 ; It, v. 
Stubbs (1855), 25 L. J. (M. oA 16; B, v. Boyes (1861), 1 B. & S. 311 ; B. v. 
Thistlewood (1820), 33 State Tr. 921. See also p. 388, awfc, and cases cited in 
note (o) thereon. 

(a) In addition to the punishments mentioned many statutes (24 Hen. 
8, c. 12, 8. 2 ; 25 Hen. 8, c. 19 ; 25 Hen. 8, c. 20, s. 6 ; 21 Jac. 1, c. 3, s. 4 ; 
12 Car. 2, c. 24, s. 12; 13 Car. 2, stat. 1, c. 1, s. 3 ; Habeas Corpus Act, 1679 
(31 Car. 2, c. 2), s. 11 ; Succession to the Crown Act, 1707 (6 Ann. c. 41), s. 2 ; 
Scottish Representative Peers Act, 1707 (6 Ann. c. 78), s. 4 ; Royal Marriages 
Act, 1772 (12 Geo. 3, o. 11), s. 9) prescribe for certain offences the penalties 
imposed by the (1393) statute oi praemunire (16 Ric. 2, c. 5), t.c., imprisonment 
for life and confiscation of property, but these penalties, although referred to 
in the Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1, are now obsolete ; 
see note to R. v. Crook (166^, 6 State Tr. 201, 210. 

1 5) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 2. 

c) Treason Act, 1814 (54 Geo. 3, c. 146), s. 1. 

d) Piracy Act, 1837 (7 WiU. 4 & 1 Viet. o. 88). 

e) Dockyards eta Protection Act, 1772 (12 Geo. 8, o. 24), s. 1. 

/) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), ss. 103, 131. 

(g) Judgment of Death Act, 1823 (4 Geo. 4, o. 48) ; see Offences against the 
Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 2, and Treason Act, 1814 (54 Geo. 3, 


a 146), s. 1. 

(^) For the punishments fixed for each offence, see posf, imder the heading 
of each offence. As to the matters to be considered in sentencing a prisoner, 
see B, V. Syres (1908), 73 J. P. 13, and B, v. Kirkpatrick (1908), 73 J. P. 29, 
0. 0. A. ; and p. 425, post 

(%) It was substitute for transportation by the Penal Servitude Act, 1858 
(16 & 17 Viet. c. 99) SB. 5, 6, 7 ; see Penal S^itude Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet, 
a 3), se. 2, 3; Penal Servitude Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 47); and Penal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The Acts applicable to trans- 
portation are extended so as to be applicable to penal servitude (Penal Servitude 
Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 99), s. 7 ; and see s. 14). 

(k) Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet, a 69), s. 1. 
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Punish- 
ment in 
General. 
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With hard 
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punishment is specially provided is liable to a sentence of penal 
servitude for not more than seven or less than three years, or to 
a sentence of imprisonment for not more than two years (Z). 

As regards all sentences of penal servitude authorised by any Act 
before 6th August, 1891, the court may award a sentence of penal 
servitude for any period not less than three years and not exceeding 
five years, or any longer period fixed by the particular Act. An 
alternative sentence of imprisonment for a term not exceeding two 
years may be passed instead of penal servitude, when penal servitude 
IS authorised by any Act, unless there is provision to the contrary 
in any Act passed after 5th August, 1891 (m), 

783 . Imprisonment without hard labour (with or without a 
fine) is the common law punishment for a common law mis- 
demeanour, and is a statutory punishment for some kinds of felony 
or misdemeanour. 

Where imprisonment is a punishment allowable by common law, 
there is no limit fixed for the period of imprisonment (w). 

In most cases where imprisonment without hard labour is 
allowable by statute the maximum period of imprisonment is for two 
years (a). 

Persons who are sentenced to imprisonment without hard labour 
may be divided into three divisions. The court that passes the 
sentence may, if it thinks fit, having regard to the nature of the 
offence and the antecedents of the offender, direct that he be treated 
as an offender of the first division or as an offender of the second 
division ; if no direction is ^iven by the court, he is to be treated as 
an offender of the third division (Z>). 

784 . Imprisonment with hard labour is a punishment which can 
only be imposed when authorised by statute (c). The maximum 
period is generally two years (d). 


(l) Criminal Law Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 28), s. 8; Penal Servitude Act, 
1867 (20 &21 Viet. c.3),8. 2. 

(m) Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

(n) H, V. Castro (1880), 6 Q.B. D. 490, 0. A., per Bramwell, L.J., at p. 509. 
Imprisonment without hard labour with or without a fine was substituted for 
the pillory by the I^ory Abolition Act, 1816 (56 Geo. 3, c. 138), s. 2; no limit 
of the term of imprisonment is fixed by that statute. 

(a) See Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. A sentence of 
three years’ imprisonment without hard labour may, it seems, still be passed 
e.^r., for a second conviction for blasphemy (stat. (1697-8) 9 Will. 3, c. 35) ; a 
sentence of thi*ee years’ imprisonment with or without hard labour may also be 
passed for threatening to publish a libel with intent to extort money (Libel Act, 
1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 96), s. 3). If a statute authorises imprisonment, but does 
not s^cify any term, there is no limit to the period. 

(b) Prison Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viot. c. 41), s. 6 (1) (2). See J2. v. ^rris 
(1^9), 2 Or. App. Eep. 50. A prisoner sentence to imprisonment for sedition or 
seditious libel is always to be treated as an offender of the first division (Prison 
Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Vict c. 21), s. 40; Prison Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 41), 

^ (^) )* As to the treatment of persons in the three divisions, see Local 
Prison Eules, 1899, Parts III, IV., V. (Statutory Eules and Orders J^vised, 
VoL X., Prisons, h^gland, pp. 60 ei seg,, }fo, 322), and title Prisons. 

g Sw Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Vict, o, 69), s. 1 ; Hwd Labour Act, 
(3 Geo. 4, c. 114) ; Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vict. c. 100), s. 29. 
(d) Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 4 65 Vict. c. 69), s, 1. But impnsonment 
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785. A person sentenced on several charges, whether on separate 
indictments or on different counts in one indictment, may be 
sentenced to more terms than one of penal servitude or imprison- 
ment, and these terms may either run concurrently with one 
another or may be consecutive, so that one commences on the 
expiration of another (e). 

786. In certain cases where an offence has been committed 
after a previous conviction, the judge may, in his discretion, in 
addition to any other punishment which is inflicted on the offender, 
make an order that he should be kept under police supervision for 
any period not exceeding seven years (/). 

787. Whipping is a common law punishment for a mis- 
demeanour, but is rarely now inflicted as a punishment except 
under statutory authority. It has been abolished as a punishment 
tor females {g). 

The whipping of adult males in addition to or instead of any 
other punishment is authorised by statute— (1) in the case of 
incorrigible rogues sentenced at quarter sessions Qi ) ; (2) in the case 
of persons who are convicted of discharging firearms or explosive 
substances at the Sovereign (i) ; (8) in the case of persons convicted 
of the offence of robbery with violence, or of the offence of robbery 
or assault with intent to rob whilst armed with an offensive weapon 
or instrument (k ) ; (4) in the case of persons convicted of the offence 
of attempting to choke, suffocate, or strangle anyone, or of using 
means calculated to do so with intent to commit or to enable any 
other person to commit an indictable offence (/). 


with hard labour for throe years is, it seems, possible under the Libel Act, 1843 
(6 & 7 Yict. c. 96), s. 3. ^e. too, pp. 506, note (/*), 623, posU 
(c) if. v. Wilkti (1770), 19 State Tr. 1076,1132; Castro v. R. (1881), 6 App. 
Cas. 229. A sentence of hard labour concurrent with a sentence of penal servi- 
tude is undesirable, as the sentence of hard labour makes it more difficult for the 
prisoner to earn a remission of his sentence of penal servitude [R. v. Martin 
(1908), 1 Or. App, Hep* 209). But if a person who has been sentenced to penal 
servitude is released on ticket>of-leave and is afterwards convicted of another 
crime, he must serve the rest of his original sentence after the expiration of the 
second, and the remnant of the original sentence cannot be made to run con- 
currently with the new one (if. v. King^ [1897] 1 Q. B. 214. 0. 0. E., ver 
Hawkins, J., at p. 218 ; R* v. Hamilton (1908), 1 Or. App. Eep. 87). It has 
been said that as a general rule it is not desirable that a sentence of penal 
servitude should follow on one of imprisonment with hard labour (/?. v. Jones 
(1908), 1 Cr. App. Bep. 196). 

(/) Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 112), s. 8; Prevention of 
Crime Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vici c. 65), s. 2 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 66 
Viet. c. 69), 8. 4 ; and see p. 414, post, 

(gj See Whipping Act, 1820 (1 Geo. 4, c. 67). 

(A) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c, 83), s, 10. 

(t) Treason Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet c. 61), s. 2. 

(&) See Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 96), s. 43. 

\l) See Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 21, and 
Garrotters Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet c. 44), s. 1. In R, v. Smallhone (1898), 
33 L. J. 124, a person convicted of attemptmg to choke a woman with intent to 
commit a rape on her was sentenced at the Hampshire Assisses to two whippings 
and seven years* penal servitude. As regards whipping under the Garrotters Act, 
1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 44), in the case of an offender under sixteen the number of 
strokes is not to exceed twenty-five at each whipping, and the instrument used 
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788. A fine, either with or without imprisonment, is a punish- 
ment for a common law misdemeanour. It is also a statutory 
punishment, which may in certain cases (m) be inflicted with or 
instead of imprisonment. A fine is rarely imposed except under a 
statute. 

789. If a defendant has been convicted on indictment for causing 
a nuisance, an order may be made by the court for the abatement of 
the nuisance, if it is alleged to be a continuing nuisance and is 
proved to be still continuing at the date of the judgment (n). 

Sub- Sect. 2. — Recognisances io keep the Peace, 

790. A person who has been convicted of any felony (except 
murder) under the Criminal Law Consolidation Acts (o) may be 
ordered, in addition to any other punishment, to enter into his own 
recognisances, with or without sureties, to keep the peace, and on 
failure to find sureties may be imprisoned for not more than 
a year(o). 

A person who has been convicted of any indictable misdemeanour 
under the Criminal Law Consolidation Acts (o) may, in addition to 
or in substitution for any other punishment, be ordered to enter 
into his own recognisances and to find sureties for keeping the 
peace and being of good behaviour, and on failure to find sureties 
may be imprisoned for not more than a year(p). 

A person convicted of any other indictable misdemeanour, whether 
at common law or by statute, may be ordered, in addition to or 
substitution for any other punishment, to enter into a recognisance, 
with or without sureties, to keep the peace and be of good behaviour 


IS to be a birch-rod ; in the case of any other male offender the number of strokes 
is not to exceed fifty at each such whipping. In each case the court is to specify 
the number of strokes to be inflicted and the instrument to be used {ibid,). 
Whipping is also authorised in certain cases tried before courts of summary 
jurisdiction ; see title Magistkates. As to the whipping of offenders under 
sixteen, see p. 42^ ^ post, 

(m) See the Criminal Law Consolidation Acts(t.c., Coinage Offences Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), s. 38; Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 98), s. 51; 
Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 96), s. 117 ; Malicious Damage Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 73; Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet, c. 100), s. 71) ; Gaming Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet c. 109), s. 4 ; Disorderly 
Houses Act, 1751 (25 Geo. 2, c. 36), s. 2; Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), 
s. 12. There was no limit to the amount of a flne at common law exc^t the 
nrovisions of Magna Carta (25 Edw. 1, s. 14) and the Bill of Bights (1 Will. & 
Mar. sess. 2, c. 2) gainst unreasonable flues. Some of the statutes which 
authorise the imposition of a flne flx a maximum limit, e.^., the Gaming Act, 
1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 109), the Disorderly Houses Act, 1751 (25 Geo. 2, o. 36), 
8. 2, and the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), ss. 9 and 12. Other statutes 
(e.^., the Criminal Law Consolidation Acts; see ante) which authorise the 
imposition of a flne flx no limit. 

(?i) R, v. West Riding of Yorks Justices (1798), 7 Term Rep. 467 ; R, v. Stead 
(1799), 8 Term Rep. 142 ; R, v. Incledon (1810), 13 East, 164. 

(o) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), s. 38 ; Forgery Act, 
1861 (24 & 25 Viot, c. 98), s. 51 ; Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 117 ; 
Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet o. 97), s. 73 ; Offences against the 
Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 100), s 71. 

Ip) Ibid, 
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for a reasonable time to be specified in the order, and to be 
imprisoned until the recognisances are entered into (q). 

If the conditions of such recognisances are broken, the recog- 
nisances may be estreated (r). 

In the case of any offence except one punishable by death the 
court may, instead of passing sentence, require a person who has 
been convicted to enter into recognisances, with or without sureties, 
to come up for judgment when called upon. Such recognisances 
may also contain a condition that the convicted person should in 
the meantime keep the peace and be of good behaviour ( 5 ). 

791 . When any person has been convicted on indictment of any 
offence punishable with imprisonment, and the court is of opinion 
that, having regard to the character, antecedents, age, health or 
mental condition of the person charged, or to the trivial nature of 
the offence, or to the extenuating circumstances under which the 
offence was committed, it is inexpedient to inflict any punishment 
or any other than a nominal punishment, or that it is expedient to 
release the offender on probation, the court may, in lieu of imposing 
a sentence of imprisonment, make an order discharging the offender 
conditionally on his entering into a recognisance, with or without 
sureties, to be of good behaviour, and to appear for sentence when 
called on at any time during such period not exceeding three years, 
as may be specified in the order (a). The court may also order the 
offender to pay such damages for injury or compensation for loss 
and to pay such costs of the proceedings as the court thinks 
reasonable (h). 

Where an offender is ordered by the court to enter into such 
recognisances, they may contain a condition that the offender is to 
be under the supervision of a person named in the order for a 
period therein specified and such other conditions for securing 
such supervision as may be specified in the order. 

There may also be mserted in such a recognisance additional 
conditions (1) prohibiting the offender from associating with thieves 
and other undesirable persons and from frequenting undesirable 
places ; or (2), where the offence was committed under the influence 
of drink, requiring the offender to abstain from intoxicating 
liquor (c) ; and (3) generally for securing that the offender should 
lead an honest and industrious life (d). 


(q) R. V. Bunn (1847), 12 Q. B. 1026, 1041, n. 

(r) Crown Officje Eules, 1906, r. 116; see Fines Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, 
c. 99), 88. 26, 27, 28. 

(<) This course may be pursued if a case is stated under the Crown Cases 
Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 78) s. 1), or in the case of an appeal under the 
Criminal Appjeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), or in any other case where the 
court may think it expedient {Burge$$ y. BoeUfleur (1844), 7 Man. & G. 481 ; 
R. V. Milei (1890), 24 a B. D. 423, C. C. E. ; Probation of Offenders Act, 1907 
(7 Edw. 7, c. 17), 8. 1 (2)). As to deportation of alien criminab, see p. 418, 
post, 

(a) Probation of Offenders Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 0 . 17), s. 1 (2). 

(bj Ibid,, 8. 1 (3). 

\c) See R, r. Davies, [1909] 1 K. B. 892, 0. 0. A. 

(d) Probation of Offenders Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 17), 8. 2. As to the 
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Criminal Law and Proceduee. 

792. If a person has just cause to fear that another will do 
him some bodily harm, as by killing or beating him or his wife or 
child, he may demand the surety of the peace against such person, 
and it is the duty of a justice of the peace to bind over such person, 
if the applicant proves on oath that he is actually under such fear 
and has just cause to be so {e). 

Binding a person over to keep the peace is not in strictness a 
punishment, but is a measure taken to prevent the apprehended 
danger of a breach of the peace. 

Proceedings for this purpose are generally taken before justices, 
but an application may also be made by exhibiting articles of 
the peace in the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of 
Justice (/). 

793. A person may also be bound over by justices or by the 
High Court of Justice to be of good behaviour, and this may be done 
by the justices of their own motion or on the complaint of others. 
A recognisance to be of good behaviour is more comprehensive 
than a recognisance to keep the peace, and a person may be bound 
over to be of good behaviour, to prevent an apprehended offence ; 
it is not necessary in such a case for the applicant to swear that 
he goes in fear of the person against whom the application is 
made (< 7 ). 

794. If anyone fails to satisfy the condition of a recognisance, 
it may be estreated (ft). The effect of the estreat is that the sheriff 
enforces the forfeiture by levying the amount of the recognisance on 
the goods and chattels of the recognisor, and if sufficient goods 
and chattels cannot be found, by seizing his body (i). 

The court may also discharge or enlarge a recognisance (a). 

Sub-Sect. Z,— Police Supervision, 

795 . A person who has been sentenced to police supervision, 
and is at large in Great Britain or Ireland, must notify the place 
of his residence to the chief officer of police of the district in 
which his residence is situated, and whenever he removes to 
another residence within the same police district, must notify 
his change of residence to such chief officer, and if he is about 
to leave a police district, he must notify his intention to the 
chief officer of police of that district and must state the place to 


appointment and the duties of probation officers, see es. 3 and 4 ; and as to the 
punishment of the offender, if ne fails to observe the conditions of his release, 
see s. 6. 

(e) 1 Hawk. P. 0., 8th ed,, a 28, s. 2; Bum’s Justice, 30th ed., Vol. V., 743 ; 
see also title Magistrates. 

(/) Crown Office Rules, 1^, rr. 246—256. A peer or peeress can only be 
bound over for this purpose in the High Court (Short and Mellor, Practice of the 
Crown Office, 2nd ed., 377). 

(g) See Bum’s Justice, 30th ed., Vol. V.» 754 ; E, v. Wilkins^ [1907] 2 K. B. 
380 ; Stone’s Justices’ Manual, 40ffi ed., 1121 ; see also title Maqisteates. 

(A) Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Qoo. 4, 0 . 64), s. 31. 

(0 See Levy of Fines Act, 1822 (3 Qeo. 4, c. 46), s. 2 ; Fines Act, 1833 
[3 & 4 VFill. 4, 0 . 99), ss. 29—35. 

(a) E, v. Doyen (1899), 34 L. J, 645 *; E, v. Sangiovanni (1904), 68 J. P. 54. 
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which he is going, and, if it is required and is practicable, his Sect. i. 
address at that place, and whenever he arrives in any police district, Punish* 
he must forthwith notify his place of residence to the chief officer ment in 
of police of that district (6). General. 

Every male person subject to such supervision is once in every Reports, 
month to report himself, at such time as may be prescribed by 
the chief officer of police of the district in which he may be, 
either to the chief officer himself or to such other person as the 
chief officer may direct. The report may be made personally or 
by letter {b). 

Any person subject to the supervision of the police who fails Failure to 
to comply with these provisions is guilty of an ojffence (b), and “otifj. 
unless he proves either that being on a journey he tarried no 
longer in the place where it was necessary to notify his place of 
residence than was reasonably necessary, or that he did his 
best to act in conformity with the law, he is liable, on conviction 
therefor by a court of summary jurisdiction, to a sentence of 
imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for not more than one 
year (c). 

There are similar provisions with regard to a person sentenced Licence to be 
to penal servitude who has been granted a licence to be at 
large (i). 

Sect. 2. — Punishment of Special Classes of Offenders, 

Sub-Seot. 1. — Habitual Griminah, 

796. A person convicted on an indictment charging him with Habitual 
one of certain specified crimes (e) and also with being a habitual criminal, 
criminal may be sentenced to preventive detention as an additional 
punishment (/). 

A habitual criminal for the purposes of the statute means a 
person who, after attaining the age of sixteen, has been proved to 
have been at least three times convicted of one of the specified 
crimes previously to the conviction for the crime charged in the 
indictment, and to be leading persistently a dishonest or criminal 
life, or a person who on such a previous conviction has been found 
to be a habitual criminal and sentenced to preventive detention (g). 


(b) Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Vict. c. 112), s. 8; Prevention 
of Crime Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict c. 65), s. 2; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Vict c. 69), s. 4. 

(c) Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Vict. c. 112), ss. 8, 17. 

(d) Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Vict. c. 112), s. 5; Prevention 
of Crime Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. c. 55), s. 2 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 
55 Vict c. 69), 8. 4. 

(e) any felony, uttering false or counterfeit coin, possession of counterfeit 
gold or silver coin, obtaining goods or money by false pretences, conspiracy to 
defraud, or any misdemeanour under the Ijarceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 96), 
8. 68 (Prevention of Crime Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 59), s. 10 (6) and schedule). 
The crime must have been committ^ after the 21st December, 1908 (t5id., 
a 10> 

(/) Prevention of Crime Act (8 Edw. 7, c. 59), s. 10. This Act came 
into operation on the 1st August, 1909, 

(ff) Prevention of Crime Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 59), s. 10 (2). The crimes for 
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797. II a person is convicted on an indictment charging him 
with one of the specified crimes and also charging him with being 
a habitual criminal, and the jury find that he is guilty of these 
charges and the court passes upon him a sentence of penal servitude 
but is of opinion that by reason of his criminal habits and mode 
of life it is expedient for the protection of the public that he should 
be kept in detention for a lengthened period of years, the court may 
pass a further sentence that on the determination of the sentence 
of penal servitude he should be detained for such period, not 
exceeding ten nor less than five years, as the court may determine (ft). 

798. If any person has been sentenced (i) to a term of penal 
servitude of not less than five years, the Secretary of State may, if 
such person appears to him to have been a habitual criminal, at any 
time after the expiration of three years of the term to which he has 
been sentenced commute the whole or part of the residue of the 
term to a sentence of preventive detention, but the total term of 
the sentence when so commuted must in that case not exceed the 
term of penal servitude originally awarded (j). 

When a sentence of preventive detention is added to a sentence 
of penal servitude, the sentence of preventive detention is to take 
effect immediately on the determination of the sentence of penal 
servitude, whether the sentence of penal servitude is determined by 
effluxion of time or at an earlier date by order of the Secretary of 
State (k). 

The Secretary of State in making such order may have regard to 

which the accused has been previously convicted may be either committed before 
or after the passing of the Act (2lBt December, 1908) . The indictment is sufficient 
if after charging the crime it states that the offender is a habitual criminal 
(ibid., 8. 10 (2), (3 ) ), A charge of being a habitual criminal cannot be inserted in 
an indictment witnout the consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions, and 
unless not less than seven days* notice has been given to the proper officer of the 
court by which the offender is to be tried and to the offender that it is intended 
to insert such charge ; the notice to the offender must specify the previous 
convictions and the other grounds upon which it is intended to found the 
charge (ibid,, s. 10 (4) ), The offender is to be arraigned on the indictment in the 
same way as a person who is arraigned on an indictment which contains a count 
for a previous conviction (see pp. 353, 374, ante), i,e,, he is not to be arraigned 
on the part of the indictment charging him with being a habitual criminal until 
after he has pleaded guilty to the charge or the jury have found him guilty of the 
crime charged (ibid., s. 10 (4)). Evidence as to character and repute may, if the 
court think fit, oe admitted on the question whether the accused is or is not leading 
persistently a dishonest or criminal life ; the accused may tender evidence as to 
nis character and repute (ibid., s. 10 (5) ). The persistent leading of a dishonest 
or criminal life must be proved and is a more important part of the definition 
of a habitual criminal than the previous convictions (E. v. Raybould (1909), 2 
Or. App. Eep. 184. Quaare, whether a conviction on tmree indictments found by 
the same grand jury amounts to three convictions within the meaning of 
B. 10 (2) (E, V. Eaybould, supra). 

(h) Prevention of Crime Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 59), s. 10. A person sentenced 
under this section to preventive detention may appeal against the sentence 
without the leave of the Court of Criminal Appeal (ibtd., s. 11 ; see p. 433, post). 

(i) Either before or after the passing of the Act (ibid., s. 12). Queers whether 
a sentence on two indictments of two cons^utive terms of penal servitude, 
when each term is for less than five years, is a sentence of not less than five 
years (E. v. Warner (1909), 2 Cr. App. Eep. 177). 

(/) ibid., s. 12. 

ikS Ibid., B. 13 (1). 
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the circumstances of the case, and particularly to the time at which bkot. 2 . 
the offender, if he had been sentenced to penal servitude alone. Punishment 
would ordinarily have been licensed to be at large (Q. of Special 

Classes of 

799. A person undergoing preventive detention is to be confined Offenders, 
in any prison or part of a prison which the Secretary of State may Treatment of 
set apart for that purpose, and, subject to the provisions of the person 
statute, is to be subject to the law for the time being in force with p^ye'^tiT'/ 
regard to penal servitude, as if he were undergoing penal servitude (m) ; detention, 
the rules applicable to convicts and convict prisons are to apply 

to a person undergoing preventive detention, and to the prison or 
part of a prison in which he is detained, with such modifications 
directing a less rigorous treatment as the Secretary of State may 
prescribe by prison rules (n). 

Persons undergoing such detention are to be subjected to such 
disciplinary and reformative influences and are to be employed on 
such work as may be best fitted to make them able and willing to 
earn an honest livelihood on discharge ( 0 ). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Habitual Drunkards, 

800 . If a person is convicted on indictment of an offence punish- inebriates 
able with imprisonment or penal servitude, and the court is satisfied 

from the evidence that the offence was committed under the 
influence of drink or that drunkenness was a contributing cause 
of the offence, and the offender admits that he is, or is found by the 
jury to be, a habitual drunkard, the court may, in addition to or in 
substitution for any other sentence, order that he be detained for a 
term not exceeding three years in any State inebriate reformatory 
or in any certified inebriate reformatory the managers of which 
are willing to receive him {p). 

A person who has been convicted on indictment of the offence of 
being a habitual drunkard may be sentenced to be detained for a 
term not exceeding three years in any certified reformatory the 
managers of which are willing to receive him (q). 


(^) Prevention of Crime Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 13 (1). 

im) Ibid., s. 13 (2). 

(n) Ibid. As to prison rules, see Prison Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. o. 41), s. 2 ; 
and see title Prisons. 

(o) Prevention of Crime Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 13 (3). Such persons 
may be discharged on probation on licence (s. 14), subject to provisions as to 
supervision (ss. 14, 16) and to revocation of licence and rearrest (s. 16), or may 
be discharged absolutely (s. 16). 

(p) Inebriates Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet, o. 60), s. 1. “Habitual drunkard” 
means a person who, not being amenable to any jurisdiction in lunacy, is by 
reason of habitual intemperate drinking of intoxicatmg liquor at times dangerous 
to himself or herself or others or incapable of managing himself or herself and 
his or her affairs (Habitual Drunkaiiis Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. o. 19), s. 3). 
For an instance of a sentence under 8 . 1 of the Inebriates Act, 1898 (61 & 62 
Viet. c. 60), see v. Prince (1908), 1 Or. App. Eep. 262. 

(q) Inebriates Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 60), s. 2. Detention in a reforma- 
tory is the only punishment which can be awarded under this section. A 
sentence of imprisonment in addition cannot be inflicted {B, v. Briggs, [1909] 
1 K. B. 381, 0. 0. A.). 
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A habitual drunkard who has been convicted of certain offences (r) 
may, with his consent, instead of being sentenced to imprisonment 
be ordered to be detained («) in a “ retreat ” (<) the licensee of which 
is willing to receive him for a period not exceeding two years (u). 

Sub-Seot. 3. — Deportation of AlienB, 


Expulsion 
of alien 
offenders. 


801. If an alien has been convicted in this country of felony or 
misdemeanour or other offence for which the court has power to 
impose imprisonment without the option of a fine, the court may, 
in addition to or in lieu of his sentence, recommend to the Home 
Secretary that an order be made for the expulsion of such alien 
from the United Kingdom (x), and the Secretary of State may 
thereupon make such an order. 

A similar order may be made (y), on the certificate of a court of 
summary jurisdiction, that an alien (1) has within three months 
been in the receipt of such parochial relief as disqualifies a person 
for the parliamentary franchise, or (2) has been found wandering 
without ostensible means of subsistence, or (3) has been living 
under insanitary conditions due to overcrowding, or (4), if he has 
entered England after 11th August, 1905, that he has been 
sentenced in a foreign country for an extradition crime (a). 


Prevention 
of Crime 
Act, 1908. 


Sub-Sect. 4. — Young Offenders and Borntcd Institutions, 

802. Borstal institutions are places in which young offenders 
(i.e., persons of sixteen years of age and upwards, and not more than 
twenty-one) may be detained and given such industrial training 
and other instruction, and subjected to such disciplinary and moral 
influences, as will conduce to their reformation and the prevention 
of crime (fc). 


(r) Namely, any offence of cruelty within the meaning of the Children Act, 
1908 (8 Edw, 7, 0 . 67), s. 12, to a person under the age of sixteen ; any offence 
under the Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 100), ss. 27, 55 
or 66, or any offence against a person under the age of sixteen under the Offences 
against the Person Ac^ 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 100), ss. 6, 42, 43, 62 or 62, or 
under the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69) ; any 
offence under the Dpgerous Perfoimanoes Acts, 1879 and 1897 (42 & 43 Viet. 
0 . 34, & 60 & 61 Viet. c. 52) ; any other offences involving bodily injury to a 
person under sixteen. See Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 26. 

(a) Ibid., s. 12. 

(0 As to retreats, see Habitual Drunkards Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. o. 19), 
ss. 6— 12, and Inebriates Act, 1888 (61 & 52 Viet. c. 19), s. 4. 

(u) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 26. This section does not affect 
the power of the court to o.der him to be detained in a certified inebriate refor- 
matory if he comes within the provisions of s. 1 of the Inebriates Act, 1898 
(61 & 62 Viet. 0 . 60). As to the meaning of ** habitual drunkard,** see note (p) 
on p. 417, ante, 

(x) Aliens Act, 1905 (5 Edw. 7, c. 13), s. 3 (1); see title Aliens, VoL I., 
p. 323. 

M Ibid,, s. 3 (1] (b). 

(а) As to what is an extradition crime, see Extradition Act, 1870 (33 & 34 
Viet. 0. 52), and title Extradition and Fugitive Offenders. 

(б) Prevention of Crime Act, 1908 f8 Edw. 7, o. 69), s. 4. This Act came 
mto operation on 1st August, 1909. The Secrets^ of State may establish such 
institutions and with the approval of the Treasury authorise tne Prison Com- 
missioners to acquire land or erect or acquire any building, or appropriate the 
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A sentence of detention nnder penal discipline in a Borstal 
institution must be for a term of not less than one year and not 
more than three years. It may be passed on a person convicted 
on indictment of an offence for which he is liable to be sentenced to 
penal servitude or imprisoninent, in lieu of a sentence of penal 
servitude or imprisonment, if it appears to the court that he is not 
less than sixteen and not more than twenty-one years of age, and 
that, by reason of his Criminal habits or tendencies or association 
with persons of bad character, it is expedient that he should be 
subject to detention for such term, and nnder such instruction and 
discipline, as appears most conducive to his reformation and the 
repression of crime (c). 

803. A youthful offender sentenced to detention in a reformatory 
school (d) who has been convicted by a court of summary jurisdiction 
of the offence of committing a breach of the rules of the school or 
of inciting to such breach or of escaping from such a school, and 
is liable to be sentenced to imprisonment for any such offence, 
may be sentenced to detention in a Borstal institution instead of 
imprisonment (e). 

804. If a person being within the limits of age within which 
persons may be detained in a Borstal institution is undergoing a 
sentence of penal servitude or imprisonment passed either before or 
after December 21, 1908, and the Secretary of State is satisfied that 
such person may with advantage be detained in a Borstal institution, 
the Secretary of State may authorise the Prison Commissioners to 
transfer him from prison to such an institution to serve there the 
whole or any part of the unexpired residue of his sentence ; if he is 


whole or any part of any land or building vested in them or under their control ; 
expenses incurred for this purpose are to be paid out of moneys provided by 
parliament (ibid.). The Secretary of State may make rules for tne manage- 
ment of any such institution and for the temporary detention of young 
o£Penders, and subject to such regulations the Prison Acts, 1865 to 1898 
(28 & 29 Viet. c. 126, 31 & 32 Viet c. 21, 40 & 41 Viet. o. 21, 41 & 42 Viet, 
c, 63, 47 & 48 Viet. c. 61, 49 & 50 Viet. c. 9, 66 & 57 Viet. c. 26), and their penal 
provisions and the rules thereunder are to apply to every such institution as if 
it were a prison (ibid.). 

(c) Prevention of Cnme Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 59), s. 1. Before passing such 
sentence the court is to consider any report which may be made to it by or on 
behalf of tiie Prison CJommissioners as to the suitability of the case for such 
treatment, and must be satisfied that the character, state of health and mental 
condition of the offender are such that he is likely to profit by such treatment 
(ibid., s. 1 (1) V The Secretary of State may make an order extending the applica- 
tion of 8. 1 01 the Prevention of Crime Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 59), to psrsons 
apparently under such age, not exceeding twenty-three, as may be specified in 
the order (ibid. , s. I (2)) ; the order is not to be made until a draft of it has 
lain before each House of Parliament for not less than thirty days during the 
session of Parliament and neither House before the expiration of that period 
has presented an address to the King apdnst the draft or any part of it ; if 
such address is presented, a new draft order may be made (ibid., s. 1 (2)). See 
R V. Kirk^rick (1908), 73 J. P. 29, 0. 0. A. 

(d) See p. 422, post. 

(e) Prevention of Crime Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 59), s. 2. The minimum and 
maximum te^ in such a case is the same as under s. 1 (see ante). In such a 
case the sentence of detention in a Borstal institution supersedes the sentence 
of detention in a reformatory school (ibid,, s. 2). 
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BO transferred, the Act is to apply to him as if ho had been originally 
sentenced to detention" in such an institution (/). 

805 . Subject to regulations by the Secretary of State, the Prison 
Commissioners may at any time after the expiration of six months 
(or three months if the person is a female) from the commencement 
of the period of detention discharge by licence a person detained in 
a Borstal institution on condition that he is placed under the 
supervision or authority of any society or person named in the 
licence who is willing to take charge of him (^). 

Every person sentenced to detention in a Borstal institution 
must on the expiration of the term of his sentence remain for a 
further period of six months under the supervision of the Prison 
Commissioners (/t). 

806 . If the visiting committee of a Borstal institution reports 
to the Secretary of State that a person detained there is incor- 
rigible or is exercising a bad influence on the other inmates, the 
Secretary of State may commute the unexpired residue of the term of 
detention to such term of imprisonment, with or without hard labour, 
not exceeding the unexpired residue, as the Secretary of State may 
determine (i). 

A person sentenced to detention in a Borstal institution in one 
part of the United Kingdom may be removed to and detained in a 
Borstal institution in another part (/c). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Youthful Offenders, 

807 . The law relating to the punishment of persons under 
sixteen years of age is of an exceptional character (i). 

Neither a sentence of death nor a sentence of penal servitude can 
be passed on a person under sixteen years of age(m). 

A child under fourteen cannot be imprisoned at all (71), and a 
young person (i.c., a person of fourteen years and upwards and 
under the age of sixteen) can only be imprisoned in exceptional 
cases (0). 

The conviction of a child or young person is not to be regarded 


Prevention of Crime Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 3. 

((/) ’ Ibid, t s. 6. As to contributions from the public funds towards the expenses 
of such a society, see s. 8. See as to revocation of licence and rearrest, s. 6 
(3), (4), (6), (6). 

{h) Ibid,, s. 6 (1). See as to the recalling of such a person to a Borstal 
institution during tnis period, s. 6 (2), (8), (4). 

fi) Ibid.f 8. 7. 

(/c) Il)id,t B. 9. According as the person is detained in England, Scotland, or 
Ireland, the removal must be by the authority of the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary for Scotland, or the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and must be with 
the consent of ^at one of these authorities who acts for the part of the United 
Kingdom to which the person is removed {ibid), 

0 It is now governed chiefly by the provisions of the Children Act, 1908 
(8 Mw. 7, 0. 67), which came into force on 1st April, 1909 {ibid.y s. 134 (2) ). 

(m) Ibid,, 88. 102 (1), (2), 103, 131, A sentence of death cannot be recorded 
against a person under sixt^n {ibid,, b. 103). 

(n) Ibid,, 88. 102 a), 131. 

(0) Ibid,, s. 102 (3) ; see p. 421, foet. The prohibition and restriction of 
imprisonment does not become operative until the Ist January, 1910 (s. 112). 
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as a conviction for felony for the purposes of any disqualification 
attaching to felony (p). 

808. The punishments which can be awarded in the case of a 
person under sixteen are as follows : (1) the offender may, according 
to the nature of the offence which he has committed, be detained 
in a place of detention or in an industrial or reformatory school or 
may be whipped, and if of the age of fourteen years or upwards 
may be fined or in exceptional cases (q) be imprisoned ; (2) he may 
be discharged on his entering into a recognisance or placed under 
the supervision of a probation officer ; or (3) the parent or guardian 
of the offender may be ordered to be fined or to give security for the 
good behaviour of the offender (r). 

809. A person under sixteen convicted of an offence for which the 
punishment is death in the case of an adult must be sentenced to 
be detained during the King’s pleasure, and when so sentenced is 
liable to be detained in such place and under such conditions as the 
Secretary of State may direct (s). 

810. If a person under sixteen is convicted of manslaughter or an 
attempt to murder or of wounding with intent to do grievous bodily 
harm, and the court is of opinion that no punishment which it is 
authorised to inflict under the provisions of the Children Act, 
1908, is sufficient (u), the court may sentence the offender to be 
detained for such period as may be specified in the sentence ; a 
person on whom such a sentence has been passed is, during the 
specified period, liable to be detained in such place and on such 
conditions as the Secretary of State may direct (jb). 

811. Where a person under sixteen is convicted of an offence punish- 
able in the case of an adult with penal servitude or imprisonment, 
or would, if he were an adult, be liable to be imprisoned on default 
of payment of any fine, damages, or costs, and the court considers 
that none of the other methods in which the case may legally be 
dealt with is suitable, the court may order that he be committed to 


(/)) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 100. As to disqualifications on 
the OTOund of felony, see p, 428, post 

(q) Ihid., 8. 102 (3). 

(r) Ilid.f 8. 107. This section enumerates the different methods possible in 
dealing with youthful offenders, but confers no power of inflicting any of the 
punishments mentioned ; the punishment which may be awarded in a particular 
case is proscribed by other sections of the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67) 
(see 88. 67, 68 (2), 103—106), or by the general law (where it has not 
been altered by tne Children Act, 1908 (8 Mw. 7, c. 67), or by statutes which 
provide punishment specially applicable to juvenile offenders, see p. 423, post). 
Some of the methods enumerate in s. 107 only apply to courts of summary 
jurisdiction, e.y., sub-ss. (a) and (d); see title Mauistbates. 

(s) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 103. 

(а) /.c., it seems detention in a reformatory or industrial school (s. 67), or 
qucdre, detention for a period of not more than a month in a place of detention 
provided under the Act (s. 106) ; whipping is not a possible punishment for any 
of the offences specified in the text. 

(б) Ibid., s. 104. There seems no limit fixed to the period during which 
such a person may be sentenced to be detained. As to the discharge of a person 
detained under s. 103 or s. 104, see s. 105. See also Summary Jurisdiction 
(Children Act) Exiles, 1909, W. N. (1909), pp. Ill, 269. 
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cnetody in a place of detention (c) named in the order for such term 
as may be specified in the order ; such term is not to exceed the 
term for which he might have been imprisoned but for the Act, and 
is not in any case to exceed one month (d). 

812. When a youthful offender who in the opinion of the court 
before which he is charged is twelve years of age or upwards is con- 
victed either on indictment or by a petty sessional court of an 
offence punishable in the case of an adult with penal servitude, 
the court may, in addition to or in lieu of sentencing him to any 
other punishment, order that he be sent to a certified reformatory 
school. If such an offender is sent to such a school, he must not 
in addition be sentenced to imprisonment (c). 

813. A child apparently under the age of twelve years who is 
charged before a court of assize or quarter sessions or a petty 
sessional court with an offence punishable by penal servitude 
or a less punishment, may be sent to a certified industrial 
school (/). 

814. A person between fourteen and sixteen may be sentenced to 
imprisonment, if the court before which he is tried certifies that he 
is of so unruly a character that he cannot be detained in a place of 
detention provided under the Children Act, 1908 (g), or that he is 
of BO depraved a character that he is not a fit person to be so 
detained (h). In no other case may a person under sixteen be 
sentenced to imprisonment after the Slst December, 1909 (i). 


(c) The place of detention is to be one provided under the Children Act, 
1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 106. 

Ibid, It is the duty of the London County Council in the metropolitan 
police district, and the council of a county borough in a county borough and 
the standing joint committee of a county in a county, to provide such places of 
detention for every petty sessional division within their district as may be 
required for the reception of persons ordered to be detained under the Act, 
either by arranging with the occupiers of any premises within or without their 
district for the use of those premises for the purpose or by themselves establish- 
ing or loining with another police authority in establishing such places. The 
same place of detention may be provided for two or more petty sessional 
divisions (liid., s. 108 (1), (11)). The provisions of the Act which prohibit or 
restrict imprisonment (s. 102 (1), (3) ), and which impose the obligation to pro- 
vide places of detention, do not become operative until the let January, 1910 ; 
but places of detention may be provided at any time after the passing of the 
Act (t.s., 21 st December, 1908) s. 108 (10) ), and persons under sixteen 

may be committed to such places, if they are provided, and if the proceedings 
against such persons are commenced on and after the 1st April, 1^9 (ss. 112, 
113). 

(e) Ihid,t 8. 67 (1). The period of detention in a reformatory school is for not 
less than three and not more than five years, but is not in any case to extend 
beyond the time when the offender will, m the opinion of the court, attain the 
age of nineteen (ibid., e. 65 (a) ). ^ 

(/) Ibid., 8. 58 (2). The child is to be sent to an industrial school for such 
a period as the court thinks proper for his teaching and training, but such 
period is not to extend beyona the time when the child will, in the opinion of 
the court, attam the age of sixteen (ibid., a. 65 (b) ). 

(or) 8 Edw. 7, 0 . 67. 
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816. A male person nnder sixteen may be sentenced to be 
whipped in the case of all offences for which an adult person may be 
so sentenced (A:). 

A male person under sixteen may also be sentenced to be whipped 
for certain offences under the Larceny Act, 1861 (Z), the Offences 
against the Person Act, 1861 (m), the Malicious Damage Act, 
1861 (n), and the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (o). 

Where a youthful offender of the age of twelve years and upwards, 
but under sixteen, is sent to a certified reformatory school, he may 
also, it seems, be sentenced to be whipped, if the offence which he 
has committed is one in respect of which the punishment of 
whipping may be inflicted (p). 

It seems that if a person under sixteen is sentenced to detention 
for an offence (q) for which whipping may be ordered, a sentence of 
whipping may be added to such sentence (r). 


(k) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 107 (g) ; and see p. 411, a7ite. In 
the case of a whipping under the Garrotters Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 44), if 
the offender is under sixteen, the number of strokes is not to exceed twenty-live 
at each whipping, and the instrument used is to be a birch-rod (ibid.). 

(l) 24 & 25 Viet. c. 96. Such offences are simple larceny or any felony made 
punishable by the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), like simple larceny 
(s. 4) ; simple larceny after a previous conviction for felony (s. 7) ; simple 
larceny or any offence made punishable by the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vjct. 
c. 96), like larceny after two summary convictions for any offence made punish- 
able summarily under the Act or the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, 
c. 97), or Larceny Act, 4861 (24 & 25 Viet, c. 96) (s. 9). 

(m) 24 & 25 Vxet. c. 100. Such offences are injuring or attempting to injure 
persons by explosive or corrosive substances (ss. 28 — 30); unlawfully and 
maliciously putting things on a railway etc. with intent to endanger the safety 
of railway passengers (s. 32). The Larceny Act, 1861 (s. 119), the Offences 
against the Person Act, 1861 (s. 70^, and the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 
(s. 75), provide that whenever whipping is awarded under each of those Acts 
the offender is to be once privately whipped, and the number of strokes and 
the instrument with which they are to be inflicted must be specified by the court 
in the sentence. Whipping can also be inflicted for certain off^^nces dealt with 
by a court of summary juiisdiction under the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 
(42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), s. 10. 

(n) 24 & 25 Viet. c. 97. Such offences are setting fire or attempting to set 
fire to houses etc (ss. 1 — 8). 

(p) 48 & 49 Viet. c. 69, s. 4 (unlawfully and carnally knowing or attempting 
to Wve unlawful carnal knowledge of any girl under the age of thirteen). In a 
case of whipping under this statute the couH is to specify the numbei of strokes 
and the instrument to be used in inflicting them ; on a child not over fourteen 
the number of strokes is not to exceed twelve, and the instrument used must 
be a birch-rod; see ibid.^ s. 4 ; Whipping Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 18). 

(p) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 67 H). The part of s. 4 of the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69), by which a person 
under sixteen who committed an offence under that section might be sentenced 
to be sent to a reformatory school as well as to be whipped was repealed by the 
Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67); %bid„ Third Schedule; see s. 57 of 
that Act. 

(y) Not being an offence under the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 
(48 & 49 Viet c. 69), s. 4. ^ 

(r) All the statutes which authorise whipping except the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet, c. 69 ), s. 4, authonse it in addition to or 
in substitution for a sentence of imprisonment or penal servitude ; the Children 
Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), prohibits a sentence of penal servitude altogether, 
as regards persons under six^n prohibits a sentence of imprisonment altogether 
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816. If a person under sixteen is charged with any offence for 
which a fine, damages, or costs may be imposed (s), and the court 
tbinlffl that the case would be best met by the imposition of a fine, 
damages, or costs, whether with or without any other punishment, 
the court may, and if the person is under fourteen, must, order that 
the fine, damages, or costs be paid by the parent or guardian of 
such person instead of by such person, unless the court is satisfied 
that the parent or guardian cannot be found or that he has not 
conduced to the commission of the offence by neglecting to exercise 
due care of such person (t). 

The court may make the same order in the case of a young person 
(of fourteen years and upwards, but under sixteen) or may order the 
young person to pay the fine etc. (a). 

817. The court may, when a child or young person is charged 
with any offence, order his parent or guardian to give security for 
his good behaviour (b). 

The orders just mentioned may be made against a parent or 
guardian who has been required to attend at the court and has 
failed to attend (c), but subject to this exception no such order is to 
be made without giving the parent or guardian an opportunity of 
being heard (d). 


as regards children under fourteen, restricts it to exceptional cases as regards 

S ersons over fourteen and under sixteen (tbid., s. 102), and allows a sentence of 
etention in a place of detention to be substituted for penal servitude and 
imprisonment (see p. 421, ante). The point referred to in the text is somewhat 
obscure owing to the ambiguous language of s. 107, which contains an 
enumeration of the “methods of dealm^ with voung persons charged with 
offences ” ; these methods are all set out in the alternative, but it is submitted 
that the section does not prohibit the infliction of more than one of the 
alternative punishments in any one case, if under any statute in force at the 
time of the passing of the Act more than one of the alternative punishments or 
of the punishments for which the Act provides a substitute could be inflicted. 
It is submitted that the intention of s. 107 of the Act is only to give an 
enumeration of the different methods of dealing with young persons charged 
with offences, and that the Act is not intended to affect the provisions of those 
Acts which specifically deal with young persons, except by substituting 
detention for penal servitude and imprisonment; and see s. 99 of the Act, 
which contemplates the infliction of more than one punishment. 

(s) As to the oases when a fine may be imposed, see p. 412, ante; as to 
damages, see p. 449, post ; as to costs, see p. 445, jpost, 
m Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 99 (1). 

(a) Jbid.f s. 99, If a young person is fined ana does not pay, and would, if 
he were an adult, be liable to be imprisoned for non-payment, he may be 
committed to a place of detention under tbtd., s. 106. 

(b) Ibid., 8. 99 (2] 

(c) See ibid,^ s. 98, as to requiring the attendance of a parent or guardian 
at a court before which a child or young person charged with an offence is 
brought. 

{d) 1 bid,, s. 99 (4). Any sums ordered to be paid by a parent or guardian under 
s. 99 or on forfeiture of a security for the good benaviour of a child or young 
person ordered under s. 99 (2) may be recovered from him by distress or 
imprisonment in like manner as if the order had been made on tiie conviction 
of the parent or guardian for the offence with which the child or young person 
is charged (s. 99 (5) ). If such an order is made by a court of assize or quarter 
sessions an appe^ lies a^nst it to the Court of Criminal Appeal, as if the 
parent or guardian had been convicted on indictment and the order was t 
sentence passed on his conviction (s. 99 (6) ). 
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818. A person under sixteen who has been convicted on 
indictment may, like an adult person, be ordered to enter into 
recognisances, with or without sureties, to keep the peace and be of 
good behaviour, and such recognisances may be in addition to or in 
substitution for any other punishment. 

A person under sixteen may be released without punishment on 
his entering into recognisances, or he may be placed under the 
supervision of a probation oflBcer during a period of probation, 
which is not to exceed three years (e). 

Sect. 8. — Pnnciples that determine the Amount of Punishment 

819. In all crimes except those for which the sentence of death 
must be pronounced (/) a very wide discretion in the matter of 
fixing the degree of punishment is allowed to the judge who tries the 
case. 

The policy of the law is as regards most crimes to fix a maximum 
penalty, which is only intended for the worst cases (g), and 
to leave to the discretion of the judge to determine to what extent 
in a particular case the punishment awarded should approach 
to or recede from the maximum limit. The exercise of this 
discretion is a matter of prudence and not of law, but an appeal 
lies by the leave of the Court of Criminal Appeal against any 
sentence, and if leave is given, the sentence can be altered by that 
court (h). 

In carrying out the task of reviewing sentences the Court of 
Criminal Appeal will, it seems, be guided by the general principles 
that govern the awarding of punishment and by the practice of 
criminal courts, and will apply these principles and this practice to 
the circumstances of each case (i). 

820. The object of punishment is the prevention of crime, and 
every punishment should have a double effect, namely, to prevent 
the person who has committed a crime from repeating the act or 
omission and to prevent other members of the community from 
committing similar crimes (k). 

As regards the particular offender there are three ways of 


(c) See p. 421, ante; and IVobation of Offenders Act, 1907 (7 Edsv. 7, c. 17), 
0 . 1 (2). As to sending children to industrial schools and the removal of 
children and young persons from the custody of criminal parents, see titles 
Education ; Infants and Childken. 

•(/) See p. 409, ante. 

(a) E, V. Harrison (1909), 2 Or. App. E. 94. 

(A) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Mw. 7, c, 23); see p. i32,po$t Before the 
passmg of this Act the discretion of a judge in sentencing a prisoner was not 
subject to review by any judicial tribunal; and the punishment ordered, if 
justified by law, coiud only be modified by the Crown exercising the prerogative 
of mercy on the advice of the Home Secretary, 

U) S<w p. 435, post. 

(k) 4 Bl. Com, 11 ; il^ntham, Eationale of Punishment, p. 19: The 

prevention of offences divides itself into two branches— particular prevention, 
which applies to the delinquent himself, and general prevention, whidi is 
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providing by punishment against the recurrence of an offence : (1) by 
taking from him the power of offending (incapacitation); (2) by 
taking away the desire of offending (reformation) ; (3) by making 
him afraid of offending (intimidation) (Z). 

In some cases, besides providing for the prevention of crimes in 
future, punishment may also include reparation for the past injury 
by ordering the offender to compensate the person injured (m). 

As regards other members of the community who are disposed to 
commit similar offences, the only way of providing by punishment 
against the commission of the offence is by the terror which the 
punishment of an individual produces in others. 

821 . Thus, if a crime has been committed which is of a 
kind calculated to inspire great alarm, as manifesting a very 
mischievous disposition, or is specially rife in a particular district 
or throughout the country, it may be necessary to award a 
very severe punishment and to take away from the offender the 
power of committing such a crime or any crime for a long period (n). 
If the crime is less dangerous, and the offender may be allowed 
to return to society after a shorter period of detention, the punish- 
ment should possess qualities calculated to reform or to intimidate 
him(o), or if there are exceptional circumstances, punishment may 
be respited and the offender may be given a chance of leading an 


applicable to all the members of the community.*^ See also p. 20: ‘‘General 
prevention ought to be the chief end of punishment, as it is its real justifi- 
cation. If we could consider an offence which has been committed as an 
isolated fact, the like of which would never recur, punishment would be 
useless. . . . But when we consider that an unpunished crime leaves the path 
open not only to the same delinquent, but also to those who may have the same 
motives and opportunities for entering upon it, we perceive that the punishment 
inflicted on the individual becomes a source of security to all. Punishment is 
elevated to the first rank of benefits, when it is regarded not as an act of wrath 
or vengeance against a guilty or unfortunate individual who has given way to 
mischievous inclinations, but as an indispensable sacrifice to the common 
safety.” 

(Z) Bentham, Bationale of Punishment, 20. 

(m) Por an example of this, see Porfeiture Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 23), 
68. 4, 15, p. 449, jpoat, A criminal court may make an order for the restitu- 
tion of propei’ty on a conviction for larceny of a similar offence (see p. 684, 

(n) E.g . , by sentencing him to a long period of penal servitude and by awarding, 
whore it is possible, an exceptions punishment, such as flogging (see the 
Garrotters Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet c. 44), s. 1). See, too, R. v. Spencer (1908), 
1 Or. App. Eep. 37, where the Court of Criminal Appeal refused to interfere with 
a sentence of twelve years* penal servitude passed on a burglar, although it was 
his first conviction and although he had previously home a good character ; but 
in that case the prisoner, though he had ample means to lead a honest life, was 
found with a full equipment for committing burglaries, and the marks on fifteen 
houses in the noighoourhood which had b^n burglariously entered were marks 
that might have been made by a jemmy found in his possession, and the 
neighbourhood had been so terrorised by burglaries that nineW policeman had 
had to patrol the district ; see also R, v, Boyd ( 1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 64, where it 
was held that an “ epidemic ** of burglaries in a neighbourhood might bo taken 
into account in fixing the sentence on a burglar. See E. v* TFarner (1909), 2 Cr. 
App. Rep. 177. 

(o) Bentham, Rationale of Punishment, 21. 
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honest life under a condition that if he does not do so he will be 
subjected to punishment (p). 

822. The court, in fixing the punishment for any particular crime, 
will take into consideration the nature of the offence, the circum- 
stances in which it was committed, the degree of deliberation shown 
by the offender, the provocation which he has received, if the crime is 
one of violence, the antecedents of the prisoner up to the time of 
sentence, his age and character, and, except in the case of habitual 
criminals, any recommendation to mercy which the jury may have 
made (q). 


Sect. 8. 
Principles 
that deter- 
mine the 
Amount of 
Punishment 

Matters to 
be considered 
in fixing 
punishment. 


(p) See R. V. Francis ri908), 1 Or. App. Eep. 2o9. 

[q) “ The fundamental rule of criminal judicature ” is “ that the measure of 
punishment should be in proportion to the malignity appearing in the intention of 
the offender ” (per Ashurst, J., 1L v. Stratton (1779), 21 State Tr. 1045, at p, 1291). 
See R, V. ireaver (1908), 1 Or. App. Rep. 12; )?. v. Arnold {190H), 1 Or. App. Eep. 
27 ; R. V. McOuire {1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 38 ; R, v. i!/awricc ( 1 908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 
176 ; R, V. Riley (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 93 ; R, v. Boyd (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 64 ; 
R. V. jSpcncer (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 37 ; R. v. Prince (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 252 ; 
R. V. Concannon (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 229; R, v. Kirkpatrick (1908), 73 J. P. 
29, 0. 0. A. ; R. v. NuttalL (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 180; R, v. Morton (1908), 1 
Cr. App. Eep. 255 ; R. v. O' Connell (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 11. The previous good 
character of a prisoner may be a reason for inflicting a light or nominal 
sentence upon him, especially when he has been in employment and his 
employer is willing to take him back {R. v. FramU (1908), 1 Or. App. Rep. 259). 
But good character is not to be taken into consideration, when by means of 
good character a person has obtained an opportunity for committing tho offence 
charged fE. v. Sidlow (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 28). So in considering the punish- 
ment to be passed on persons in positions of trust for misappropriation of money 
or other property good character has little weight, and is often an aggravating 
circumst^ce (see R, v. Soper (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 73). A crime bj a nerson 
in a position of trust who abuses the trust imposed upon him is punished with 
greafor severity than a crime by a person who stands in no tiduciary or con- 
fidential relation to the person injured (R. v. Sidlow, aujera ; R, v. Soper, 
aup'a). 

In larceny and similar crimes the value of the property stolen may be a 
matter to be considered, for if a person were punished witn the same severity 
for stealing a thing of small value as for stealing a thing of great value, 
a dishonest person would always prefer committing a theft on a large 
scale (Bentham, Rationale, 36, 41 ; R, v. Nuttall (1908), 1 Or. App. Eep. 
180 ; R, v. Morton (1909), 2 Cr. App. Eep. 145). But there are many 
cases where the severity of the punisnment does not depend on the value 
of the property stolen, as where a prisoner is convicted of stealing some- 
thing of small value, but the crime which is brought home to him is 
only one of a series of similar offences (/if. v. Maurice (1908), 1 Cr. App. 
Eep. 176, where a sentence of five years’ penal servitude for stealing one 
penny was upheld by the Court of Criminal Appeal, but the prisoner 
had Deeu guilty of systematic frauds extending over a long period, and 
the sentence was supported as a moans of keeping her out of misenief ; and see 
E. V. Rees (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 83, where a sentence of penal servitude for a 
trifling theft by a person who had been convicted several times before for 
crimes arising out of drink was upheld as the only means of reclaiming her). 
It is the practice of criminal courts before passing sentence to inquire into the 
antecedents of a prisoner and to punish habitual offenders more severely than those 
who have not been previously convicted or have not committed other crimes (R. v. 
Weaver (1908), 1 Or. App. Eep. 12). But it is not right to be guided merely by 
previous convictions, and if the offence for wHch punishment is to be awarded 
does not indicate a deliberate return to crime, and there ore circumstances 
which do not show that the offence was planned beforehand, less weight is to 
be given to previous offences (R, v. NuUatl (1908), 1 Cr. App. Bep. 160). Mors 
U.L.— IX. a 
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Sect. 4, — Disqualifications following on Conviction, 

Sub -Sect. 1 . — Forfeiture of Office, 

823 . If a person convicted of treason or felony holds any mili- 
tary or naval office or any civil office under the Crown, or other 
public employment, or any ecclesiastical benefice, or any place, office, 
or emolument in any university, college, or other corporation, or is 
entitled to any pension or superannuation allowance payable by the 
public or out of any public fund, and is sentenced to death or penal 
servitude or any term of imprisonment with hard labour, or a term 
of imprisonment without hard labour exceeding twelve months, 
such office, benefice, emplojmient or place forthwith becomes 
vacant, and the pension or superannuation allowance or emolument 
forthwith determines and ceases to be payable, unless such person 
receives a free pardon from the King within two months of his 
conviction or before the filling up of such office etc. (r). 


weight should be given to previous convictions for offences of the same 
character as that for which the offender is to be punished than to con- 
victions for offences of a different character (i?. v. Boucher (1909), 2 Cr. App. 
Rep. 177). And a first offender may commit an offence of such malignity that 
a severe sentence should be imposed, and the absence of previous convictions 
may be disregarded as only showing that the offender has not been found out 
before (see B, v. Spencer (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 37). 

If a person has been convicted of a crime and there are other charges hanging 
over him in respect of which ho has not been indicted, the judge in passing 
sentence should, if the prisoner consents, take the other charges into account, 
and in such a case it is not usual to proceed with these other charges. If such 
charges are not taken into account and the prisoner is subsequently convicted 
in respect of any of them, the sentence already inflicted on the prisoner in 
respect of the earlier charge is a ground for a mitigation of the sentence for 
the later one (R. v. Syre^ (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 172 ; R, v. Hawes (1908), 1 
Cr. App. Rep. 42 ; R. v. Markham (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. IGO ; R. v. Aleron 
(1909), 2 Cr, App. Rep. 152; R, y. Taylor (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 158). 

The fact that a person committed a crime when in a state of drunkenness 
may be a mitigating circumstance as negativing deliberateness of intention (R. 
v. Nuttall (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 180 ; R. v. Morton (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 255 ; 
R. V. Haden (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 148 ; R. v. Meade (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 64 ; 
and see p. 242, ante) ; but drunkenness is put forward by prisoners too frequently 
as an excuse for crime to be deserving of much consideration, and may be a 
ground for passing such a sentence as will debar the prisoner for some time 
from the use of intoxicating liquors (R. v. Rees (1908), 1 Or. App. Rep. 83). 

A long period of detention is often justifiable with the object of incapacitating 
an offender from committing crimes for a considerable period or of reclaiming 
him (R. V. Maurice^ supra ; R. v. ReeSy supra) ; and even in the case of those 
who are not hardened criminals it may be justifiable and desirable to impose a 
sentence of sufficient length to enable the offender to undergo a special treat- 
ment (e.^., the Borstal system) (R. v. Kirkpatrick (1908), 73 J. P. 29, C. 0. A.). 

In cases where personal injuries are inflicted the amount of provocation that 
the prisoner received is a matter to be taken into account in fixing the sentence 
(R. v. 0" Connell (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 11). 

For some offences, e.gf., manslaughter or wounding with intent to do grievous 
bodily harm, it is impossible to lay down any standard as to what is the proper 

f iunishment ; the question dependb on the circumstances of each particum case 
R. V. Gorman (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 187). 

(r) Forfeiture Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 23), s. 2. Attainder or corruption 
of blood, and forfeiture or escheat on conviction of treason or felony were 
abolished by this Act (s. 1). The provision as to disqualification arising from a 
conviction for felony does not apply to a person imaer sixteen (Ohilc&en Act, 
1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), ss. 100, 131). 
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824 . Such person on his conviction becomes, and until he has Sect. 4 . 
suffered the punishment allotted or any punishment lawfully substi- Disquali- 
tuted, or until he receives a free pardon, continues to be incapable of fications 


holding any such office, employment, or benefice, or of being elected following oi 
or sitting or voting as a member of either House of Parliament, or of 
exercising any right of suffrage or other parliamentary or municipal Incapacities 
franchise w^hatever within England, Wales, or Ireland (s). 

825 . A convict (Le., a person against whom judgment of death of felony, 
or of penal servitude has been pronounced or recorded by any court 

of competent jurisdiction in England, Wales, or Ireland upon any 
charge of treason or felony) cannot bring an action for the recovery 
of any property, debt, or damage while he is subject to the operation 
of the Forfeiture Act, 1870 (/), and cannot alienate or charge any 
property or make any contract (?/). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Appointment of Administrator of Convict's Property » 

826 . The King, or any person in that behalf authorised by the Appointment 
King under the royal sign manual, may by writing commit the t/ator of^^' 
custody and management of the property of any such convict to an property of 
administrator. Such appointment may be revoked or may bo convict, 
determined by death, and thereupon a new administrator may be 
appointed (r). On the appointment of any such administrator all 

the real and personal property, including choses in action, to which 
the convict was entitled at the time of his conviction, or to which 
he may be entitled after his conviction, vests in the administrator 
for all the estate and interest of the convict therein {x). The 
administrator has absolute power to let, mortgage, sell, and transfer 
any part of the convict’s property (?/). He may pay out of the con- 
vict’s property all costs and expenses which the convict may have 
been condemned to pay and all costs, charges, and expenses incurred 
by the convict in and about his defence, and all costs, charges, and 
expenses which the administrator may incur in carrying out his 
duties with reference to such property or to any claims made against 
it {z). He may also pay or satisfy any debt or liability of the convict 
which may be established in due course of law or may otherwise be 
proved to his satisfaction, and may also cause any property which 
may come to his hands to be delivered to any person claiming to be 
justly entitled to it, if the right of such person is established in 
due course of law or otherwise proved to the satisfaction of the 
administrator (a). 

(a) Forfeiture Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 23), 8. 2. 
u) 33 & 34 Viet. c. 23. 

(m) Ibid., 8. 8 ; see ibid., s. 6. On the death or bankruptcy of the convict or 
on his suffering the full term of his punishment or any other substituted 
punishment, or on his receiving a free pardon, he ceases to be subject to the 
operation of the provisions contained in ss. 28, 29 of the Act [ibid,, s. 7). And 
see title Action, VoL I., p. 29. 

(r) Ibid,, s. 9. 

\x) Ibid., 8. 10. See Be Oaskdl and Walters' Contract, [1906] 1 Oh. 440 ; 2 
Oh. 1, 0. A., as to powers of administrator. 
iy) Ibid., 8. 12. bee Carr v. Anderson, [1903] 1 Oh. 90; affirmed 2 Oh. 279, 0. A. 

(z) Ibid., B. 13. 

(a) Ibid., 8. 14. 
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He may make compensation for any loss of property or other injury 
alleged to have been suffered by any person through or by means 
of any alleged criminal or fraudulent act of the convict, although 
no proof of such alleged criminal or fraudulent act may have been 
made in any court (b) ; and may make such allowances as he may 
think fit for the support of the convict’s wife or child or any relative 
dependent on the convict for support, or of the convict himself, if 
he is at large under licence 

The exercise by the administrator of the powers conferred upon 
him is binding upon, and is not to be questioned by, the convict or by 
any person claiming an interest in the convict’s property (d). 

827. Subject to the exercise of the powers conferred on the 
administrator, the convict’s property is to be preserved and held in 
trust by the administrator and is to revest in the convict, should 
his disability be removed, or in his heirs or legal personal 
representatives, or such other persons as may be lawfully entitled to 
such property, and the powers given to the administrator are 
thereupon to determine (c). 

828. If no administrator is appointed, an interim curator of the 
property of the convict may be appointed by any justices in petty 
sessions or by any justice of the peace having jurisdiction in the 
place where the convict before his conviction had his last usual 
residence ; the powers of the interim curator are similar to those of 
the administrator (/). 

Every administrator and interim curator is to be accountable to 
the convict for all property which has been possessed or received by 
the administrator etc. and not duly administered (//). 

Property acquired by a convict while he is lawfully at large under 
a licence does not vest in the administrator or interim curator (h). 

829. There are certain special disqualifications which follow on 
a conviction on indictment for particular criminal offences (?). 


(h) Forfeiture Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. o. 23), s. 15. 

(c) IHd.f 8. 16. 

(a) Ihid.f 8. 17. 

(e) Ibid., 8. 18. 

(/) Ibid., 88. 21—27. 

Ibid., 8. 29. 

(A) Ibid., 8. 30. 

(0 A boneficed clergyman convicted for treason or felony, or convicted on an 
indictment for misdemeanour, and sentenced on any such conviction to imprison- 
ment with hard labour or any greater punishment, forfeits his benefice and 
becomes incapable of holding preferment (Clergy Discipline Act, 1892 (55 & 56 
Viet 0. 32), 8. 1). A person convicted of felony is for ever disqualified from selling 
beer and cider or wine or spirits by retail (Beerhouse Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Yict. 
c. 61), 8. 7; Wine and Beerhouse Amendment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet c. 29}, 
8. 14 ; Kefreshment Houses Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 27), s. 22). A person con- 
victed of felony cannot serve as parish constable (Parish Constables Act, 1842 
(5 & 6 Viet. c. 109), 8. 7). A person convicted of a crime and sentenced to 
imprisonment with hard labour or any greater punishment cannot for five years 
from his sentence be a pariah or district councillor or a guardian of the poor 
(Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 46 (1) (c)). No person con- 
victed of felony, fraud, or perjury can hold any parish office or have the 
management bf the poor in any way whatever (Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 
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Such disqualifications, so far as they create any incapacity, are 
removed if the offender receives a free pardon (j). 

It is not clear whether the endurance of punishment has, as 
regards the removal of disqualifications, the same effect as a 
pardon (fc). 

Sub-Seot. 3. — Outlawry, 


Sect. 4. 
Disquali' 
fications 
ioUowing on 
Conviction. 


830 . Outlawry in criminal proceedings is a process issued What 
against a person with regard to whom an indictment has been found outlawry is. 
by a grand jury, and who does not appear to plead to the indictment, 
or after pleading does not appear to receive sentence, and whose 
apprehension cannot be effected before the judgment in outlawry is 
pronounced (Z). 

If after the issue of certain writs and the making of certain 


(4 & 5 Will. 4, 0 . 76), s. 48); this section is repealed, so far as relates to a 
parish or district councillor or guardian, but remains in force as to other persons 
(Local Q-overnment Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 89 and schedule). If any- 
one who has been convicted of forgery or of wilful and corrupt perjury or 
subornation of perjury or common barratry afterwards acts as a solicitor in 
any action brought in any court of law or equity in England, he is liable to bo 
sent to penal servitude for seven years (Frivolous Arrests Act, 1725 (12 Geo. 1, 
c. 29), 8. 4). A medical practitioner, apothecary, or dentist who has been con- 
victed of felony or misdemeanour may bo removed from the register (Medical 
Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 90), s. 29; Apothecaries Act Amendment Act, 1874 
(37 & 38 Vict. c. 34), s. 4; Dentists Act, 1878 (41 &42 Viet. c. 33), s. 13). Veterinary 
surgeons convicted of misdemeanours or greater offences may be removed from 
the register (Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vict. c. 62), s. 6). As to 
disqualifications from convictions for corrupt practices, see title Elections. By 
the Juries Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 77), s. 10, no man who has been attainted 
of any treason or felony or convicted of any crime that is infamous, unless he 
shall have obtained a free pardon, and no man who is under outlawry, is qualified 
to serve on a jury; attainder for treason or felony had already been abolished 
at the time of the passing of the Act (see note (r) on p. 428, ante)^ and it is not 
clear what is the effect of the provision, so far as it relates to attainder, while 
outlawry has gone out of use. 

(j) See Hay v. Tower Division of London Justices (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 561. 

(«) If an offender has been convicted of any felony not punishable with death 
and has endured the punishment awarded, the endurance of punishment has the 
same effects and consequences as a pardon under the Great ^al (Civil Rights of 
Convicts Act, 1828 (9 Geo. 4, c. 32), s. 3). There is some doubt as to vmether 
the endurance of punishment removes the incapacity to hold a retail spirit 
licence under the Wine and Beerhouse Amendment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. o. 29), 
s. 14, and similar incapacities. In R, v. Vine (1875), L. R. 10 Q. B. 195, it was 
held that on the passing of that Act, a person who had been convicted of felony, 
although he had served his sentence, became disqualified for ever for holding a 
licence ; but the Civil Rights of Convicts Act, 1828 (9 Geo. 4, c. 32), was 
not referred to in that case (though Pollock, B., in Hay v. Tower Division of 
London Justices^ supra, at p. 566, seems to have thought it was), and the effect 
of the endurance of punishment was not considered ; see Ley man v. Lctimer 
(1877), 3 Ex. D. 15. 

(1) ^e Comer, Crown Practice, 240 ; Short and Mellor, Practice of the Crown 
Office, 2nd ed., 270—271. Outlawry in civil proceedings has been abolished 
(Civil Procedure Acts Repeal Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict c. 59), s. 3). Outlawry in 
criminal cases has never been abolished. It has, however, passed into disuse. 
The last instance of any proceeding in outlawry was in R. v. Tempest (1859), 
Short and Mellor, Practice of the Crown Office, 2nd ed., 270 ; but no ju^^gment 
was pronounced in that case as the defendant surrendered. The last judgment 
of outlawry was in i?. v. Swabey (1855) ; se^ Short and MoUor, Practice of tb# 
Crown Office, 2nd ed., 27Q, 
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proclamations the defendant is not found, judgment of outlawry 
may be pronounced against him {m). 

In the case of offences punishable with death judgment of 
outlawry makes the person liable to suflfei' death and confiscation 
of property; on the defendant being brought before the court 
execution is awarded on the judgment of outlawry without any 
further judgment {n). 

In other cases judgment of outlawry renders the defendant liable 
to perpetual imimsonment, and to the forfeiture of his personal 
property and the profits of his real estate (o) 

In the case of indictments for treason and felony a judgment of 
outlawry operates as a conviction upon such indictments (p). In the 
case of indictments for misdemeanour such judgment does not so 
operate {q). 

831. A defendant upon a charge of treason who has been 
outlawed may appear in the High Court of Justice within a year, 
and traverse the outlawry, and undergo trial on the indictment (r). 

Where a defendant upon a charge of felony or misdemeanour has 
been outlawed, there appears to be no means now provided for 
securing the reversal of such outlawry («). The only way in which 
such judgment of outlawry can be rendered inoperative is by a 
royal pardon or by an Act of Parliament (a). 


Part VIII. — Appeals in Criminal Cases. 

Sect. 1. — The Court of Criminal Appeal. 

832. Any person who has been convicted on indictment can 
appeal to the Court of Criminal Appeal {b) against his conviction 
and his sentence—in some cases as of right, in other cases by 
leave ((?). This is the only way of questioning a conviction on 


(m) Corner, Crown Practice, 240 ; Short and Mellor, Practice of the Crown 
Office, 2nd ed., 270 — 271 ; Crown Office Exiles, 1906, rr. 88 — 101. 

(n) See R. v. Holloway (1684), 10 State Tr. 1,5; R. v. Armstrong [Sir Thomas) 
(1684), 10 State Tr. 105, 111 ; A. v. Wilkes (1770), 19 State Tr. 1075, at p. 1098 

(o) R. V. Wilkes, supra. The Forfeiture Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 23), does 
not apply to forfeiture on outlawry [ibid., s. 1). 

(p) R, v. Holloway, supra; 4 Bl. Com. 314; 2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 48, s. 22. 

(3) R, V. Tippin (1689), 2 Salk. 494. 

(r) Armstrong^ (Sir Thomas) Cass (1684), 10 State Tr. 105. 

0) The reversal of a sentence of outlawry in cases where the defendant was 
charged with felony or misdemeanour was formerly obtainable by means of a 
writ of error (see Crown Office Eules, 1906, r. 107). But writs of error are now 
abolished (Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 20). See as to 
outlawry. Law Quarterly Eeview, Vol. XVIII., p. 297, “ Is Outlawiy Obsolete P** 
by Sir H. Brie Eichards. 

(a) See R. v. CelUer (1680), 7 State Tr. 1043 ; Hargrave, Juridical Arguments 
and Collections, Vol. IL, p. 226. 

(b) For the constitution, jurisdiction, judges, and officers of the court, see 
title CouETS, pp. 91—94, ante. 

(c) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 3. 
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indictment, except in the case of a conviction for non-repair etc. of 
a highway etc. (d). 

Writs of error are abolished (e), but it seems that in all cases in 
which error could have been brought before the Criminal Appeal 
Act, 1907 (/), an appeal will now lie as on a question of law to the 
Court of Criminal Appeal, and that the effect of the abolition of 
writs of error is only to alter the procedure in cases in which such 
writs would have been applicable. The powers and practice formerly 
existing in the High Court of Justice in respect of motions for 
new trials and the granting of new trials in criminal cases are 
abolished (^). The Court of Criminal Appeal have no power to 
order a new trial (/?). 

A person who has been convicted on indictment may also appeal 
to the Court of Criminal Appeal by way of case stated (i), if the 
judge who tried him consents to grant a case (k). 

833 . If the Attorney-General gives a certificate to the Director 
of Public Prosecutions or to the prosecutor or defendant that 
the decision of the Court of Criminal Appeal in a particular case 
involves a point of law of exceptional public importance, and that it 
is desirable in the public interest that a further appeal should be 
brought, an appeal will lie from the Court of Criminal Appeal to the 
House of Lords ; in all other cases the determination of the Court 
of Criminal Appeal is final and no appeal lies from it (1). 

834 . A person who has been convicted on an indictment may 
appeal to the Court of Criminal Appeal without leave on any ground 
of appeal which involves a question of law alone. If the judge who 
tries him certifies that the case is a fit one for appeal, or if the 
Court of Criminal Appeal give leave^ such a person may appeal 


(d) On a conviction on an indictment for non-repair of highway etc. the 
appeal lies, not to the Court of Criminal Appeal, but to the Court of Appeal. 

(e) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 20 (1). 

?/) 7 Edw. 7, c. 23. 

(< 7 ) Ibid., 8. 20(1). It is not clear whether this applies to a case where an 
indictment has been removed by certiorari. A new tiial may still be granted 
by the Court of Appeal in the case of an indictment for non-repair of a highway 
etc. 

(h) R. V. Dyson (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 13 ; R, v. Dibhh HOOS), 1 Cr. App. Hep. 
155 ; R. V. Colclough (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 84; R. v. Lewis (1909), 78 L. J. 
(k. b.) 722, 0. 0. A. 

(t) See Crown Cases Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 78). 

\h) Ibid., ss. 1^ 2. Ry the Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 23), 
0. 20(4), all the jurisdiction under the Crown Cases Act, 1848 n.1 & 12 Viet, 
c. 78), which was originally vested in the judges of the Courts of King’s Bench, 
Common Pleas, and Exchequer, and was by the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 
& 37 Vici 0 . 66), s. 47, transferred to the judges of the High Court of Justice, 
is now vested in the Court of Criminal Appeal. That court may decide 
that the procedure under the Crown Cases Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 78), as 
to the statement of a case should be followed, and require a case to be stated 
accordingly under that Act in the same manner as if a question of law had been 
reserved (Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 20 (4) ). It seems that 
a case may still be stated under the Crown Cases Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 78), 
without any such order, if the presiding judge at the trial consents to state 
a case. 

(Z) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 23), s. 1 (6). 
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Sect. 1, against bis conviction on any ground of appeal which involves a 
The Court question of fact alone or a mixed question of law and fact) or any 
of Crixuinal other ground which appears to the court to be a- sufficient ground 
Appeal of appeal. If the Court of Criminal Appeal give leave, such a 
App ea l person may appeal against the sentence passed upon him, unless 
with leave. the sentence is one fixed by law (m). 

Ground for 835. On an appeal being brought against a conviction the 
allowing court are to allow the appeal, if they think — 
appeal verdict of the jury should be set aside on the ground 

^vtetion. that it is unreasonable or cannot be supported having regard to 
the evidence (n) ; 

(2) That the judgment should be set aside on the ground that 
the decision of the court below was wrong on any question of 
law (o) ; 


( 7 /i) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 H Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 3. A person sentenced to 
preventive detention under the Prevention of Crime Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 69), may appeal without leave against such a sentence; see tbid., s. 11. 
The sentence of death is fixed by law in cases of murder, treason, piracy, 
burning the King’s ships etc. ; and see p. 409, a7ite. For form of certificate 
by the judge at the trial, see Criminal Appeal Eules, 1908, schedule. 
Form 1. “Sentence” in the Criminal Appeal Act includes any order 
of court made on conviction with reference to the person convicted or 
his wife or children, and any recommendation of the court as to the making 
of an expulsion order in the case of a person convicted who is an alien 
(Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 21). The “conviction’* 
against which the appeal is brought means here, it seems, the verdict of the 
jury, and not the sentence of the court (E. v. Miles (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 423, 
C. C. E. ; E. V. Blahy, [1894] 2 Q. B. 170, C. C. E.) ; but see Burgess v. 
Boet^eur (1844), 7 Man. & G. 481, at p. 604. There is no appeal against the 
finding of a jury that a prisoner is fit to plead (E. v. Jefferson (1908), 1 Cr. 
App. Eep. 95). There is no appeal against a sentence substituted by the King 
on the recommendation of the Some Secretary for a death sentence (E. v. Lord 
(1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 110). A prisoner who pleads guilty will only in very 
exceptional circumstances be allowed to appeal against his conviction, but he 
may by leave appeal against his sentence (E. v. Lucas (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 61 ; 
E. V. Ettridge^ [1909] 2 K. B. 24, C. C. A. (overruling E. v. Davidson (1909), 2 Cr. 
App. Eep. 61) ; E. v. Sneeshj (1909), 2 Cr. App. Eep. 178 ; in E. v. Verney (1909), 2 
Or. App. Eep. 107, leave was given in exceptional circumstances to a prisoner to 
appeal against his conviction and to call evidence, and the conviction was 
quashed). As to appeals against sentence, see p. 436, post 
(n) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 4 (1). These words are 
adopted from the judgment of the House of Lords in Metropolitan Rail, Co, v. 
JVright (1886), 11 App. Cas. 152, which lays down the rules according to which 
the verdict of a jury in a civil case will or will not be supported (E. v. Ashfeyrd 
(1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 185). For instances of the verdict of the jury being set 
aside by the Court of Criminal Appeal on the ground that there was no evidence 
or no sufficient evidence to support it, see E. v. Oshome (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 
144 ; E. V. Pearson (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 77 ; E. v. Dibble (1908), 1 Or. App. 
Eep. 166 ; E. v. Orris (1908), 1 Or. App. Rep. 199; E. v. Dunleavey (1908), 1 Or. 
App. Eep. 240 ; E. v. Tate (1908), 1 Or. App. Eep. 39; E. v. Warren (1909), 26 
T. L. E. 633, 0. 0. A. ; E. v. Leach (1909), 2 Cr. App. Eep. 72 ; E. v. Nicholson 
(1909), 2 Or. App. Eep. 195. But the court will not retry a case on evidence 
properly submitted at the trial to the jury (E. v. Martin {\90S), 1 Or. App. ]^p. 
62 ; E. V. Mason (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 73, at p. nor give leave to appeal 
where the only ground is that the verdict is against the weight of evidence 
(E. V. Burke (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 245). 

(«^) Oriminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 4 (1). In the following 
cases a judgment has been set aside on the ground of misdirection : — ^E. v. Dyson^ 
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(3) That on any ground there was a miscarriage of justice (p). 

In any other case the court are to dismiss the appeal, and even 
if they think that the point raised in the appeal might be decided 
in favour of the appellant they may dismiss the appeal, if they 
consider that no substantial miscarriage of justice has actually 
occurred (q). 

If the court allow an appeal against a conviction, they must 
quash the conviction and direct a judgment and verdict of acquittal 
to be entered (a). 

836. On an appeal against sentence the court, if they think a 
different sentence should have been passed, are to quash the 
sentence and pass such other sentence warranted in law as they 
think ought to have been passed, and in other cases are to dismiss 
the appeal ; the substituted sentence may be more or less severe 
than the sentence passed; a different sentence may be passed, 
whether the appellant has or has not pleaded guilty (h). 


[1908] 2 K. B. 454 ; li, v. Sovvshj (1908', 1 Cr. App. Rep. 98 ; K v. Warren 
(19091 25 T. L. R. 633 ; B. y. Mason (1909), 73 J. P. 250; It y. Stoddart (1909), 
25 T. L. R. 612. In the following cases the court ref used to set aside the judgment 
as there hai been no misdirection or no substantial misdirection : — It v. Hunting 
(1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 177 ; R. v. Lovett (1908), I Cr. App. Rep. Ill ; It v. Meyer 
(1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 10 ; R. v. Nicholls (1908), 73 J. P. 11, C. C. A. ; R,v. Randles 
(1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 194; R. v. Joyce (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 83. In the 
lollowing cases appeals were allowed on tne ground that the wrong judgment 
had been given on the findings of the jury ;-~R. v. Rutter (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 
174; H, V. (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 186; R» v. Muirhead (1908h 1 Cr. 

App. Rep. 1 89. In the following cases fresh evidence was heard by the Court of 
Criminal Appeal and the appeals were allowed t—R. v. Laws (1908), 1 Cr. App. 
Rep. 6; R. v. Ref (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 236; R. v. Nicholson [1999) ^ 2 
Cr. App. Rep. 195. 

(/>) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 4 (1). In the following 
cases an appeal has been allowed on the ground that there was a miscarriage 
of justice: — R. v. Coleman (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 50; R. v. H, Joyce (1908), 1 
Cr, App. Rep. 142; R. v. Lee (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 5 ; R. v. Warner (1908), 1 
Cr. App. Rep. 227 ; R. v. Nicholson^ supra; R. v. Beauchamp (1909), 73 J. P. 
223 ; R. V. Keatit^ (1909), 73 J. P. 112 ; R. v. Hendry (1909), 25 T. L. R. 635; 
compare R. v. Nichms^ supra. 

(< 7 ) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 4 (1). Compare the similar 
language of R S. C. 1883, Ord. 39, r. 6, and Bray v. Ford, [189^ A. C. 44. 
See, too, Makin v. A.-G. for New South WaltSf [1894] A. 0. 67, P. 0., with 
reference to an analogous provision in a colonial Act. For instances where 
the Court of Criminal Appeal have dismissed an appeal on the ground that 
while there may have been some misdirection or mistake or misrecoption of 
evidence there had been no substantial miscarriage of justice, see R. v. WestacoU 
(1908), 25 T. L. R. 192, C. C. A. ; R. v. Hampshire (1908), 1 Or. App. Rep. 212 ; 
R. V. Lovett (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. Ill ; R. v. Green (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 
124 ; R. V. Hunting (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 177 ; R. v. Meyer (1908), 1 Cr. App. 
Rep. 10 ; R. v. Cutting (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 150. But see R. v. DysoUy [1908] 
2 K. B. 454 ; R. v. Westacott, supra. Tne court cannot order a new trial ; see 
note (A) on p. 433, ante. 

(a) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 4 (2). See R. v. Saunders^ 
[1899] 1 Q. B. 490. 

ih) Hid., 8. 4 (3)^ See R. v. Ettridge, [1^9] 2 K. B. 24, C. C. A., where it was 
held that in spite of the words ** by the verdict ” in s. 4 (3), which are meaningless 
and must be disregarded in the case of a plea of guilty, the court have power 
to alter a sentence, when an appellant has pleads guilty. For instances of 
reduction of sentences by the court under s. 4 (3), see R. v. Syres (1908), 1 
Cr. App. Bep. 172; R. v. Nuttall ^1908), 1 Or. App. Rep. 180 (where the 
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If it appears to the court that an apellant was not properly con- 
victed on some count or part of the indictment, but was properly 
convicted on some other count or part of the indictment, the 
sentence passed may be affirmed, or another sentence may be passed 
in substitution for it, if such sentence is warranted by the verdict 
on the count on which the appellant was properly convicted (c). 

Where the jury could on the indictment on which the appellant 
has been convicted have found him guilty of some other offence (d), 
and it appears that the jury must have been satisfied of facts which 
proved him guilty of such other offence, the court, instead of allow- 
ing or dismissing the appeal, may substitute for the verdict found 
by the jury a verdict for such other offence, and may in substitu- 
tion for the sentence passed pass such a sentence, not more severe 
than the one passed, as is warranted by law for such other 
offence (e). 

837. Where on the conviction of an appellant the jury have 
found a special verdict, and the Court of Criminal Appeal think 
that a wrong conclusion has been arrived at by the court below as 
to the effect of the verdict, the Court of Criminal Appeal, instead 
of allowing the appeal, may order the proper conclusion to be 
recorded and pass such sentence in substitution for the sentence 
passed as is warranted by law (/). 

838. If on any appeal it appears to the court that the appellant 
was insane at the time the act was done or omission made which 
is charged against him so as not to be responsible according to 
law for his actions, the court may quash the sentence passed and 
order the defendant to be kept in custody as a criminal lunatic (g). 


principles that guide the court in reducing sentence were stated) , B, v. Jones 
(1908), 1 Or. App. Eep. 196; R, v. George (1908), 1 Cr. App. Bep 168; R, v. 
Hawes (1908), 1 Or. App. Bep. 42; R, v. Briggs^ [1909] 1 K, B. 381; R, v, 
Martin (1908), 1 Or. App. Bep. 209; R, v. Prince (1908), 1 Or. App. Bep. 262; 
i?. V. Mirrton (1908), 1 Or, App. Bep 256 ; R> v. Francis (1908), 1 Cr. App. 
B^. 269; R, v. Whiteman (1909), 2 Cr. App. Bep. 10; 72. v. O'donnell (1909), 
2 (Jr. App. Bep. 3 ; 72. v. Harrison (1909), 2 Cr. App. Bep. 94 ; R, v. Doxall 

S , 2 Cr. App. Bep, 175; R. v. Boucher (1909), 2 Or. App. Bep. 177; 72. v. 

rds (1909), 73 J. P. 287. In the following cases tne severity of the 
sentence was increased: — R. v, Mortimer (1908), 1 Cr. App. Bep. 20, and R, v. 
Hamilton (1908), 1 Cr. App. Bep. 87. The Coui’t of Cruninal Appeal may in 
passing sentence against an al^en add a recommendation as to the making of 
an expulsion order, and such a recommendation is to have the same efPect for 
the puiposes of the Aliens Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 13), s. 3, as the certificate 
and recommendation of the convicting court (see title Aliens, Vol. I., p. 323) 
(Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 21). 

(c) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 6 (1). 

Id) Seep. 371, ante, 

(e) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (T Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 6 (2). See 72. v. Cooper 
(1908), 1 (Jr. App. Bep. 88 ; 72. v. J^erson (1908), 1 Cr. App. Bep. 96 ; 72. v. 
George (1908), 1 (Jr. App. Bep. 168; R, v. Gylee (1909), 73 J. P. 72. 

(/) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 23), s. 6 (3). See as to con- 
viction being quailed on the ground of a wrong conclusion from findings 
by a jury, 72, v. Knight (1908), 1 Cr. App. Bep. 186 ; 72. v. Muirhead (1908), 
1 Or. App, Bep. 189. 

(g) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 6 (4). The defendant is 
to be kept in custody in the same manner as if a special verdict had b^n 
found by the Jury under the Trial of Lunatics Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 38), 
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839 . If a court of assize or court of quarter sessions makes an 
order (h) ordering the parent or guardian of a child or young person 
to pay a fine, damages, or costs in respect of an offence committed 
by such child or young person, the parent or guardian may appeal 
against the order to the Court of Criminal Appeal, as if the parent 
or guardian had been convicted on indictment and the order were 
a sentence passed on his conviction (i), 

840 . The operation of an order made for the restitution of any 
property to any person made on a conviction on indictment and 
the operation of the statutory provisions (j) as to the revesting of the 
property in stolen goods on conviction are (unless the court before 
which the conviction takes place directs to the contrary in a case 
in which in their opinion the title to the property is not in dispute) 
suspended (1) in any case until the expiration of ten days after the 
date of conviction, and (2) where notice of appeal or leave to appeal 
is given within ten days after the date of conviction, until the 
determination of the appeal (A;). 

Where the operation of such order or of such statutory provisions 
is suspended until the determination of the appeal, the order is not 
to take effect as to the property, if the conviction is quashed on 
appeal. The court may annul or vary such an order, although the 
conviction is not quashed (k). 

Sect. 2. — Procedure. 

841 . If a person convicted desires to appeal to the Court of 
Criminal Appeal or to obtain the leave of that court to appeal, he 
must within ten days of the date of conviction give notice of appeal 
in writing to the registrar of the Court of Criminal Appeal (/). 


B. 2 ; Bee pp. 242, 373, ante^ For an instance of a sentence being quashed under 
this section, see B. v. Jefferson (1908), 1 Or. App.Ilep.95 ; compare R, v. Harding 
(1908), 1 Or. App. Eep. 219; R, v. Macdonald (1908), 1 Or. App. Rep. 2G2, 

(h) See Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 99 (1). 

(t) Hid,, B. 99 (6) (b). 

(j) under Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 71), s. 24. 

[k) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw, 7, c. 23), s. 6. The Act does not 
enable anyone to appeal against the order {B, v. Elliott (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 
15). 

(/) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 7 (1); Criminal Appeal 
Rules, 1908, r. 4. For form of notice of appeal, see schedule to these Rules, 
Forms 4, 5 ; of notice of application for leave to appeal, ihid,, Forms 6, 7). 
The notice must be signed by the appellant (r. 4 (a) ) ; if the appellant 
cannot write, he may affix his mark in the presence of a witness, who is 
to attest the afldxing of the mark (r. 4 (c) ). If it is contended that the 
appellant was not responsible for his actions on the ground of insanity, the 
notice may be given and signed by his solicitor or other person authorised to act 
in his behalf (r. 4 (d) ). If the appellant is a body corporate, the notice may be 
signed by the secretary, clerk, manager, or solicitor of the body corporate 
(r. 4 (e) ). All notices required under the Act and the rules made under the 
Act are to be addressed to “ The Registrar of the Court of Criminal Appeal, 
London ’* (r. 4 (a) ), and are deemed to be duly given or sent, if forwarded by 
registered post addressed to the person to whom the notice is authorised or 
required to be given or sent (r. 4 (b) ). The court will give leave to amend the 
notice of appeal, so that the re£U ^int at issue m^ be raised {R, v. Meade 
(1909), 2 Or, App. Rep. 47 ; B, v. Milhwrn (1909), 2 Or. App. Rep. 153). The 
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The time within which notice of appeal or notice of an applica- 
tion for leave to appeal may be given may be extended at any time 
by the Court of Criminal Appeal, except in the case of a conviction 
involving sentence of death (m). 

842. If the appellant has been sentenced to death or corporal 
punishment, the sentence is not to be executed, until after the 
expiration of the time within which notice of appeal or of an 
application for leave to appeal may be given. ^ If notice is given 
within such time, the appeal or application is to be heard and 
determined with as much expedition as practicable, and the sentence 
is not to be executed until after the determination of the appeal, 
or, where an application for leave to appeal is finally refused, until 
after such refusal (n). 

In the case of an appeal under the Act or under the Crown 
Cases Act, 1848 (o), an appellant may be admitted to bail by the 
court that tried him ; if he has not been so admitted, he may 
after giving notice of appeal be admitted to bail by the Court of 
Criminal Appeal (p). 

If he is not admitted to bail, he is, pending the determination of 
his appeal, to be treated in auch manner as may be directed by 
prison rules made by the Secretary of State (q). 

843. In the case of an appeal or of an application for leave to 
appeal the judge or chairman of the court before whom an appel- 
lant was convicted must furnish to the registrar of the Court of 
Criminal Appeal, when required to do so by such registrar, his 
notes of the trial and a report giving his opinion upon the case or 
upon any point arising in the case (?•). 

844. The Court of Criminal Appeal may order the production 
of any document, exhibit, or other thing connected with the pro- 
ceedings, the production of which appears to them necessary for 
the determination of the case («). 

846. The court may order any witnesses who would have been com- 
pellable witnesses at the trial to attend and be examined before the 


appellant may submit his case in writing for the consideration of the court, 
instead of by oral argument. 

(m) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 7 (1). Notice of application 
for extension of time must be signed and addressed in the same way as the notice 
of appeal (Criminal Aj[)peal Kules, 1908, r. 4). For forms of notice of applica- 
tion for extension of time, see schedule to Rules, Form 9. 

(n) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 7 ^). As to notification 
of appeals and the result of appeals by the registrar, see Criminal Appeal Rules, 
1908, rr. 34, 35, and schedule to Rules, Forms 29 — 32. 

fo) 11 & 12 Viet. c. 78; see p. 413, ante, 

(p) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 23, ss. 14 (2), 17 ; Criminal 
Appeal Rules, 1908, r. 29; and see Jt, v. Hi diet/ (1909) ^ 25 T. L. R. 508, 
0. C. A. 

(j) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 14 (1). See Rules of 
Secretary of State of 8th April, 1908 (Statutory Rules and Orders, 1908, p. 772), 
and E, v. Ridley, supra; R, v. Gylee (1909), 73 J. P. 72. 

(r) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 8 ; Criminal Appeal Rule®, 
1908, IT. 14—16. 

i$) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 9 (a). 



Part VIII.— Appeals in Criminal Cases. 


m 


court, or may order the examination of any such witnesses to be 
conducted in manner provided by rules of court before any judge of 
the court or before any officer of the court or justice of the peace 
or other person appointed by the court for the purpose, and allow 
the admission of any depositions so taken as evidence before the 
court (t). 

The court may, if they think fit, receive the evidence, if tendered, of 
any witness (including the appellant) who is a competent but not 
compellable witness, and, if the appellant makes an application for 
the purpose, of the husband or wife of the appellant in cases where 
such evidence could not have been given at the trial except on such 
application (u). 

846. If any question arising on the appeal involves prolonged 
examination of documents or accounts, or any scientific or local 
investigation which cannot in the opinion of the court conveniently 
be conducted before the court, the court may order the reference of 
such question in manner provided by rules of court for inquiry and 
report to a special commissioner appointed by the court and act 
upon the report of any such commissioner so far as they think fit 
to adopt it (v), 

847. The court may also appoint any person with special expert 
knowledge to act as assessor to the court in any case where it 
appears to the court that such special knowledge is required for the 
proper determination of the case (iv). 

848. The court may exercise in relation to the proceedings any 
other powers which may for the time being be exercised by the 
Court of Appeal on appeals in civil matters, and may issue any 
warrants necessary for enforcing the orders of the court (a). 


{t) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 9 (b) ; Criminal Appeal Rules, 
1908, rr. ^0, 41, scnedule to Rules, Forms 24 — 27. Applications for leave to call 
fresh evidence were ™nted in the following cases : — li, v. Latve (1908), 1 Or. App. 
Rep. 6 ; 72. v. Betridge (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 236; R, v. Farrington (1908), 1 
Cr. App. Rep. 113; R, v. Ueweon (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 47; 72. v. Sovoakg 
(1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 81 ; 72. v. Lovett (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 94; 72. v. 
Gerhold 1 Or. App. Rep. 104; 72. v. Osborne (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 

133; 72. V. Gray (1908), 1 Or. App. Rep. 154; 7?. v. Qowlett (1908), 1 Cr. 
App. Rep. 204 ; 72. v. Martin (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 33; 72. v. East (1908), 1 
Cr. App. Rep. 183; 72. v. Bunion (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 165; 72. v. Donovan 
(1909) 2 Cr. App. Rep. 1, 17 ; 72. v. Dickinson (1909), 2 Or. App. Rep. 78 ; 72. v. 
Jones (1909), 2 Or. App. Rep. 88 ; 72. v. Malvisi (1909), 2 Or. App. Rep. 192 ; 72. v. 
IFilliams (1909), 2 Or. App. Rep. 156. Leave will not oe OTant^, unless very good 
reason is given for not calling the witnesses at the trial (R. v. Mortimer (1908), 

1 Cr. App. ]^p. 22 ; 72. v. Martin, supra ; 72. v. McGerlynchie (1909), 2 Cr. 
App. Rep. 183; 72. v. Mack (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 114 ; 72. v. Perry (1909), 

2 Cr. App. Rep. 89 ; but see 72. v. Atkins (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 46 ; 72. v. Bradley 
(1909), 2 Or. App. Rep. 124; 72. v. Malvisi, supra; 72. v. Donovan, supra), 

(u) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 9 (c). In the absence of 
special circumstances the court will not grant leave to the appellant to give 
evidence, if he id not give evidence at the trial (72. v. Rubens (1909), 2 Cr. App. 
Rep. 163, 167). 

(v) Ibid,, 8. 9 (d) ; Criminal Appeal Rules, 1908, r. 41. 

(it;) Orinunal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 9 (e). 

(a) Ibid,, B. 9; R. S. 0., 1883, Ord. 69, r. 4. See title Peaotiob km 
Procedure. 
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849 . In no case is any sentence to be increased by reason of 
or in consideration of any evidence that was not given at the 
trial (b). 

860 . The Court of Criminal Appeal may at any time assign to 
an appellant a solicitor and counsel, or counsel only, in any appeal 
or proceedings preliminary or incidental to an appeal, if in the 
opinion of the court it is desirable in the interests of justice, and if 
the appellant has not sufficient means to enable him to instruct 
solicitor or counsel (c). 

851 . An appellant, although he is in custody, is, if he desires it, 
entitled to be present on the hearing of his appeal, but not when 
the appeal is on a question of law alone or on an application for 
leave to appeal, or on any proceedings preliminary or incidental to 
an appeal, except where rules of court provide that he shall 
have the right to be present and the court give him leave to be 
present (d). 

The court may pass any sentence which they are authorised to 
pass, although the appellant is not present (e). 

852 . It is the duty of the Director of Public Prosecutions to 
appear for the Crown on every appeal under the Act, except where 
the solicitor of a Government department or a private prosecutor 
in the case of a private prosecution undertakes the defence of the 
appeal/). 


Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 9. 

(c) Ibid.f s. 10, and see s. 15 (5), and Criminal Appeal Rules, 1908, rr. 30, 37, 
and 38, On an appeal against sentence legal aid wDl only be granted in 
exceptional cases (B. v. Crawley (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 4 ; li. v. Pttere (1908), 
1 Cr. App. Rep. 131). As to costs and expenses, see p. 448, 

(d) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Ed^. 7, c. 23), s. 11 (1); Criminal 
Appeal Rules, 1908, r. 25, schedule to Rules, Forms 4, 5, 13, 14. In B. v. 
Dunleavey, [1909] 1 K. B. 200, the court refused, in the absence of the 
prisoner through illness, to proceed with the hearing of an appeal involving 
questions of fact at which the appellant had desired to be present ; semhlcy the 
prisoner’s counsel cannot waive the prisoner’s right to be present {ibid.), 

(e) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 11 (2). 

(/) Ibid., s. 12 ; Criminal Appeal Rules, 1908, rr. 27, 28, schedule to Rules, 
Form 2. The Prosecution of Offences Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 22), is to 
apply as though the duty of the Director of Public Prosecutions under 
the Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 12, were a duty 
under the Prosecution of Offences Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 22), s. 2 
(Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 12). Provision is 
to be made by rules of court for the transmission to him of all such 
documents, exhibits, and other things connected with the proceedings as 
he may require for the purpose of his duties under the Criminal Appeal 
Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 12. As to hearing counsel for the Crown 
on appeal against sentence, see B, v. Standing (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 5. 
As to costs, see p. 448, post. See also Order of the Secretary of State of 
27th March, 1908, [1908] W. N. p. 95 ; Order of the Secretary of State of 14th 
June, 1904 (Statutory Rules and Orders, 1904, pp. 117 — 122) ; Criminal Appeal 
Rules, 1908, r. 49, schedule to Rules, Form 28. Provision is to be made 
by rides within the meaning of the Prison Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 41), 
for the manner in which an appellant, when in custody, is to be brought 
to any^ ^lape at which he is entitled to be present for the purposes of 
the Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), or to any place to which 
the Court of Criminal Appeal, or any judge of t^t court, may order him, to 
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853. If an appeal has been dismissed, and the appellant was 
admitted to bail pending the determination of his appeal, the time 
during which he was admitted to bail is not to count as part of any 
term of imprisonment or penal servitude under his sentence {g). 

If he is in custody and is specially treated as an appellant, the 
time during which he is so specially treated is not, unless the 
Court of Criminal Appeal otherwise order, to count as part of such 
term (g). 

The term of imprisonment or penal servitude to which he is 
sentenced, either under the original sentence of the court below or 
under any substituted sentence of the Court of Criminal Appeal, is, 
unless that court otherwise order, to be deemed to be resumed or 
to run, if he is in custody, from the day on which the appeal is 
determined, and if he is not in custody, from the day on which he 
is received into prison under the sentence. Any time during which 
he was in custody and was not specially treated as an appellant is to 
count as a part of the term of imprisonment or penal servitude 
under the sentence {g). 

854. The registrar must take all necessary steps for obtaining a 
hearing of any appeals or applications notice of which is given to 
him under the Act, and must obtain and lay before the court in 
proper form all documents and exhibits and other things relating to 
the proceedings in the court before which the appellant was tried 
which appear necessary for the proper determination of any such 
appeal or application Qi), 

If any notice of appeal purporting to be on a ground which 
involves a question of law alone appears to the registrar not to 
show any substantial ground of appeal, he may refer the appeal to the 
court for summary determination, and thereupon, if the court con- 
sider that the appeal is frivolous or vexatious, and can be determined 
without adjourning it for a full hearing, the court may dismiss the 
appeal summarily, without calling on any persons to attend the 
hearing or to appear for the Crown (i). 


be taken for the purpose of any proceedings of that court, and for the manner in 
which he is to be kept in custody while absent from prison for the purpose ; an 
appellant while in custody in accordance with those rules is to be deemed to be 
in legal custody (Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 14 (5)). 

(a) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 14 (3). If a case is stated 
under the Crown Cases Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 78) (seep. 433, ante)^ the 
person in relation to whose conviction the case is stated is to be treated 
as regards custody and term of imprisonment or penal servitude in the same 
way as an appellant under the Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (see tiid., s. 14 (4) ). 
See, as to the date from which a sentence may be ordered to run, R. v. Sidlow 
(1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 28 ; R. v. Boyd (1908), I Cr. App. Rep. 64 ; R. v. Ouhton 
(1908), 1 Or. App. Rep. 165; R. v. Randlea (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 194 ; R, v. 
East (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 205 ; R. v. Hampshire (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 212 ; 
R. V. Gray (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 225 ; R,Y,Dyer (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 174; 
R. V. GyJee (1909), 73 J. P.72. 

(h) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 15 (1); Oiminal Appeal 
Rules, 1908, rr. 2, 25, 32, 33. As to copies of documents for the use of an 
appellant or respondent, see ihid.^ r. 39. 

(t) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 15 (2). For an instance of 
a summary determination of an appeal under this sub-section, see R, v. Rye 
(1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 155. 
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855. Any docnments, exhibits, or other things connected with 
the proceedings on the trial of any person on indictment who, if 
convicted, is entitled or may be authorised to appeal, are to be kept 
in the custody of the court of trial, in accordance with rules of 
court made for the purpose, for such time as may be provided by 
the rules, and subject to such power as may be given by the rules 
for the conditional release of any such documents etc. from that 
custody (k). 

856. The registrar must furnish the necessary forms and 
instructions in relation to notices of appeal and application under the 
Act to any person who demands them, and to officers of courts, 
governors of prisons, and such other officers or persons as he 
thinks fit (1). 

The governor of a prison must cause such forms and instructions 
to be placed at the disposal of prisoners desiring to appeal or to 
make any application to the court, and cause any such notice given 
by a prisoner in his custody to be forwarded to the registrar (/). 

The registrar must report to a judge of the court any case in 
which it appears to him that a solicitor and counsel, or counsel 
only, ought to be assigned to an appellant, although no application 
has been made for the purpose (m). 

867. Shorthand notes are to be taken of the proceedings at the 
trial on indictment of any person who, if convicted, is entitled or 
may be authorised to appeal under the Act, and on any appeal or 
application for leave to appeal a transcript of the notes, or any 
part of such notes, is to be made, if the registrar so directs, and 
to be furnished to the registrar for the use of the court, and a 
transcript is to be furnished to any party interested upon the 
payment of such charges as the Treasury may fix (n). 

858. Any judge of the Court of Criminal Appeal may exercise 
the powers given to the court to give leave to appeal, or to grant 


[k) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 15 (3) ; Criminal Appeal 
Hules, 1908, IT. 8, 33, 36. 

(/) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 15 (4); Criminal Appeal 
Eules, 1908, r. 26, schedule to Eules, Forms 4 — 7, 9, 14, 26. 

(m) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edvr. 7, c. 23), s. 15 (5) ; Criminal Appeal 
Eules, 1908, r. 37. 

(7i) Criminal: Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 16 (1). As to a transcript 
for the use of the Secretary of State, see ibid., s. 16 (2) ; as to costs of taking 
shorthand notes and of a transcript, see ibid,, s. 16 (3) ; Criminal Appeal Eules, 
1908, r. 6. Shorthand notes are to be taken of the evidence at the trial, of any 
objections taken in the course of the trial, of any statement made by the 
prisoner, of the summing-up and sentence of the judge, but, unless the judge 
at the trial otherwise orders, not of any part of the speeches of counsel or 
solicitor (Criminal Appeal Eules, 1908, r. 62 ; see [1908] W.N. 94), The pro- 
vision in B. 16 as to shorthand notes is merely directoiy, and the taking of sudi 
notes or of sufficient notes is not essential to the validity of the proceedings (R, 
V. Butter (1908), 1 Cr. App. Eep. 174 ; B, v. EUioit (1909), 2 Cr. App. Eep. 171). 
In B, V. Bennett (1909), 2 Or. App. Eep. 182, when there were no shoithana notes, 
the court accepted instead the statement of counsel for the appellant, who was 

§ resent at the trial. In the case of a discrepancy between the judge's notes and 
lie shorthand notes, the court will prefer the judge's notes (B, v. Btawhamp 
(1909), 2 Cr. App. Eep. 40). 
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extension of time for notice of appeal, or for application for leave to 
appeal, or to assign legal aid to an appellant, or to allow the 
appellant to be present at any proceedings in cases where he is not 
entitled to be present without leave, or to admit an appellant to 
bail (o). 

If a judge of the court refuses any application of an appellant, 
the appellant may have the application determined by the full 
court of not less than three judges (o). 

869- The Act does not affect the prerogative of mercy, but the 
Secretary of State, on the consideration of any petition for the 
exercise of such prerogative with reference to the conviction of a 
person on indictment or to the sentence (other than sentence of 
death) passed on a person so convicted, may at any time refer the 
whole case to the court, and the case is then to be heard and 
determined by the court as in the case of an appeal by a person 
convicted ; or the Secretary of State may refer any point arising 
in such a case to the court for their opinion, and the court are 
to consider the point so referred and furnish the Secretary of 
State with their opinion (p). 

860. The Act applies to convictions on criminal informa- 
tions and coroners’ inquisitions, and to orders made by a court of 
quarter sessions in respect of an incorrigible rogue, in the same 
way as the Act applies to convictions on indictments (q). 

The Act does not apply to convictions on indictments or 
inquisitions charging any peer or peeress, or other person claiming 
the privilege of peerage, with any offence not triable by a court of 
assize (a). 


(o) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 17 ; Cnminal Appeal Rules, 
1908, rr. 25, 42 (b) ; a single judge may refer applications to the full court, see 
Ji, V. Munns (1908), 1 Cr. App. Kep. 4, at p. 5. As to notice of application for 
bail, see li, v. llidlty (1909), 25 T. L. R. 508, 0. C. A. 

(p) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 19; Criminal Appeal 
Rules, 1908, rr. 48, 51. The power which s. 19 of the Act gives to the Secretary 
of State of referring either ** the whole case or any “point arising in thocase’^* 
to the court, and the power of the court to hear and determine the whole case or 
to consider any point so referred and to furnish their opinions to the Secretary of 
State are limited to convictions on indictment, but in R. v. i/b/maon [1909J, 1 
K. B. 439, C. C. A,, the Secretary of State referred to the court under s. 19 (a) a 
conviction not on indictment, and the court heard and determined the case and 
quashed the sentence, though they were bound to hold that, while the conviction 
was wrong, they had in that particular case no power to deal with the con* 
viction. If the Secretary of State refers a point to the court for their opinion, 
the court, unless they otherwise determine, are to consider the point in private 
(Oimin^ Appeal Rules, 1908, r. 51). 

(q) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 20 (2). See the Vagrancy 
Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 5. No appeal under the Act lies from the conviction 
of an incorrigible rogue at petty sessions ; the only appeal is against the sen- 
tence passed at quaiter sessions (R. v. Brown (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 85; R. 
V. O'Brien (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 193 ; R. v. Edward (1909), 2 Cr, App. Rep. 
79). In one case an order made at quarter sessions on a conviction at petty 
sessions was referred to the court under s. 19 of the Act (R. v. Johmon (1909), 
2 Cr. App. Rep. 13), and the court heard and determined the case, $td qacert (see 
note ( p). 

(a) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 20 (2). As to mdiotment4f 
etc. against peers etc., see p. 2G0, ante. 
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An appeal to the Court of Criminal Appeal does not lie in the 
case of convictions on indictments at common law in relation to the 
non-repair or obstruction of a highway, public bridge, or navigable 
river. An appeal from such a conviction lies in all respects as if 
the conviction were a verdict in a civil action tried at assizes (6). 

Sect. 8. — Pardon. 

861 . The royal prerogative of mercy may be exercised irrespec- 
tively of any appeal and after the failure of an appeal to the 
court (c). Any punishment for any crime may, except where a 
statute otherwise expressly provides (d), be remitted by the 
Sovereign, and any crime punishable by criminal process in 
England may be pardoned by him at any time both after and 
before judgment (e). 

Besides a royal pardon under the Great Seal or under the sign 
manual there may be a pardon by an Act of Parliament (/). 


(b) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s, 20 (3). See addition to 
r. 17 of the Crown Office Rules, 1906, [1908] W. N. p. 165. An appeal from 
such a conviction is to be set down and entered at the Crown Office, and if the 
indictment has not already been removed into the King’s Bench Division for 
the purpose of trial, a writ of certiorari is to issue on the setting down of the 
appeal to remove the indictment into the King’s Bench Division for the purpose 
of appeal to the Court of Appeal without any order or recognisance {ibid,). 

(c) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 23), s. 19. 

(d) See Habeas Corpus Act, 1679 (31 Car. 2, c. 2), s. 11, which provides that 
anyone who commits, detains etc. any person contrary to the Act is to suffer 
the penalties of prcemunire, and is to be disallowed from bearing any office of 
trust in England and incapable of any pardon from the King in respect of such 
forfeitures and disabilities, 

(c) For pardon, generally, see title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., p. 404. 

(/) See E, V. C^roBhy (1696), 12 State Tr. 1291 ; E. v. Eookwood (1696), 13 
State Tr. 186. As to the effect of a colonial Act of Indemnity, see Phillips v. 
Eyre (1868), L. R. 4 Q. B. 225 ; (1870), L. R. 6 Q. B. 1, Ex. Ch. 



Pabt IX. — Costs, Compensation, and Rewards. 


445 


Part IX. — Costs, Compensation, and 
Rewards. 


Sect. 1. — Order for Costs. 

862. The payment of costs in criminal proceedings, except 
when an indictment has been removed by certiorari, depends entirely 
upon statute, and is governed by the Costs in Criminal Cases 
Act, 1908. 

863. A court of assize or court of quarter sessions before which 
any indictable offence (except an offence in relation to the non- 
repair or obstruction of any highway, public bridge, or navigable 
river) is prosecuted or tried may direct the payment of the costs 
of the prosecution or defence or both out of the funds of a county 
borough, if the offence is committed or supposed to have been 
committed in a county borough, and in other cases out of the 
county fund of the administrative county in which the offence was 
committed or was supposed to have been committed {g). 
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Costs. 
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local funds. 


864. The amount of costs the payment of which the court can Amount of 
order is, subject to the regulations made by the Secretary of ^oste. 
State (/i), such an amount as appears to the court reasonably 
sufficient to compensate the prosecutor for the expenses properly 
incurred by him in carrying on the prosecution and to compensate 
any person properly attending to give evidence for the prosecution 
or defence, or called to give evidence at the instance of the court, 
for the expense, trouble, or loss of time properly incurred in or 
incidental to such attendance and giving of evidence (i). 


{g) Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 15), ss. 1, 4, 9 (3). As to 
county boroughs and administrative counties, see title Local Government. The 
costs ordered under this Act with regard to offences committed within the juris- 
diction of the Admiralty of England (see p. 273, ante) are to be paid out of the 
funds of the county or county borougn where the defendant is tried, and if he 
is tried at the Central Criminal Court, out of the funds of the county of London, 
but any costs paid in such cases out of the funds of a county or county borough 
are to be repaid out of moneys provided by Parliament (i'Wd., 8.4 (1)). In 

E rosecutions relating to the non-repair or obstruction of any highway, public 
ridge, or navigable river costs may be allowed as in civil proceedings, as if 
the prosecutor or defendant were plaintiff or defendant in such proceedings 
('Costs ill Criminal Oases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 15), s. 9 (3) ). The effect of this 
is that in all such cases where the jury give a verdict, costs follow the event, 
unless the judge who tries the case shall for good cause otherwise order (R. S. C., 
1883, Ord. 65, r. 1). As to costs in proceedings before justices, see Costs in 
Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 15), s. 1 (1) (b), and title Magistrates. 

{h) As to the making of such regulations, see Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1 908 
(8 Edw. 7, c. 16), s. 6, and for the regulations see [1908] W. N., Part U., 
p. 343, and [1909] W. N., Part 11., n. 3. 

(i) 8. I (2). The costs which may be ordered in the case of the prose- 

cutor will include the costs of solicitor ana counsel. Such costs cannot, it seems, 
be allowed in the case of the defence, except where the defendant has obtained 
a certificate forleg«d aid under the Poor Prisoners Defence Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, 
c. 38). In such a case the costs of the defence which may be ordered to be paid 
include the fees of solicitor and counsel, the costs of a copy of the depositions, 
and any other expenses properly incurred in carrying on the defence (Costs in 
Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 15), s. 1 (3)). In other cases the costs 
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The amount of costs directed to be paid must be ascertained as 
soon as practicable by the proper officer of the court, and as soon 
as the amount is ascertained the proper officer is to make out and 
deliver to the person in whose favour the order has been made, or 
to any person who appears to the proper officer to be acting on 
behalf of that person, an order upon the treasurer of the county or 
borough out of the funds of which the costs are payable for the 
payment of that amount (a). 

865 . The treasurer of any county or county borough on whom 
such order is made must upon sight of the order pay out of the 
county fund or borough fund or rate to the person named in the 
order or his duly authorised agent the sums specified in the order, 
and must be allowed such sums in his accounts (6). 

For the purpose of the payment of such sums the council of 
every county and of every county borough must cause their 
treasurer, or some other person on his behalf, to attend at every 
court of assize or quarter sessions at which any indictable offence 
is to be tried in respect of which an order as to costs can be made 
on the treasurer, and to remain in attendance for that purpose 
during the sitting of the court, or until such hour as the court 
shall direct (c). 

866. A Secretary of State may make regulations generally for 
carrying the Act (J) into effect, and in particular with respect to the 
rates or scales of payment of any costs which are payable out of local 
funds and the conditions under which any such costs may be 
allowed, the manner in which an ofl&cer of the court making any 
payment on account of costs to any person in respect of his 
attendance to give evidence is to be reimbursed out of local funds, 
and the form of orders, certificates and notices under the Act, and 
the furnishing of information, when certificates are forwarded by 
officers of courts of summary jurisdiction or of examining 
justices (e). 

867 . The court by or before which any person is convicted of 
an indictable offence may, if they think fit, in addition to any 

payablo to the defence seem to bo limited to the expenses of witnesses s. 1 (2) )• 

ExponsOvS of witnesses to character, whether for the prosecution or the defence, 
are not allowed at a court of assize or quarter sessions, unless the court shall 
otherwise order (Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 15), s. 1 (4)). 
The examining justices (see p. 328, ante) may as regards the preliminary inves- 
tigation of an indictable offence direct the payment of the costs of the prosecu- 
tion or defence, or both, out of the funds of the county or borough in the same 
way as a court of assize or quarter sessions {ibid., ss. 1, 3). 

(a) IbUL^ 88. 1 (2), 2. The order of a court of assize or quarter sessions is to 
include the amount of costs directed to be paid by the examining justices, and 
certified by them, in resect of the proc^dings before them (ibid., s. 3). The 

S r officer is clei^ of the peace in the case of quarter sessions or the 

of assize in the case of Eissizes, or a deputy of either. 

(5) Ibid., s. 4 (2). 

(c) /6m/., 8. 4 (3). As to adjustment of financial relations between any counties 
and boroughs, wnen any change is brought about by the Act, see s. 4 (4). 

(d) Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 15). 

(f) Ibid., 8. 6. Reflations have been made. See [1908] W, N., Part II., 
p. 343 ; [1909] W. N., Part II., p. 3. 
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other punishment order the person convicted to pay the whole or Sbot. i. 
any part of tlie costs incurred in or about the prosecution and Order for 
conviction, including any proceedings before the examining justices, Costs, 
as taxed by the proper officer of the court (/). 

868. In certain cases (g), when a person has been acquitted on Orte that 
an indictment or information by a private prosecutor, the court pr®“<=ution 
before which the person acquitted is tried may order the prose- costs of ^ 
cutor to pay the whole or any part of the costs incurred in or person 
about the defence, including any proceedings before the examining 
justices, as taxed hy the proper officer of the court. 

An order for the payment of costs by the person convicted or the 
prosecutor may be made in addition to an order directing payment 
of costs out of local funds. 

869. Where an order directing payment out of local funds is Enforcement 
made, the costs are primarily payable out of local funds, but notice 

of any order for the payment of costs by the person convicted or ^ 

by the prosecutor must be sent to the council of the county or 
borough out of the funds of which the costs are primarily pay- 
able (A)* Such an order may be enforced by the council of the 
county or borough out of the funds of which the costs have been 
paid in the same manner as an order for the payment of costs 
made by the High Court in civil proceedings (i), or as a civil debt 
before a court of summary jurisdiction (k). 


(/) Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 15), s. 6 (1). 

{(j) Ibid.f 8. 6 (2). Such an order can only be made where (1) a person is 
acquitted on an inoictment or information hj a private prosecutor (a) for publica- 
tion of a defamatoiy libel, (b) for any offence against the Corrupt Practices 
Prevention Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 102), (c) or any corrupt practice within the 
meaning of the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 
Viet. c. 51), (d) for an offence under the Merchandise Marks Acts, 1887 — 1894 
(50 & 51 Viet. c. 28, 54 & 55 Viet. c. 15, 57 & 58 Viet. c. 19) ; or (2) on an indict- 
ment presented to a grand juiy under the Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859 
(22 & 23 Viet. c. 17), where the person acquitted has not been committed to or 
aetained in custody or bound by recognisance to answer the indictment. If a 
person is charged with an indictable offence and the justices, acting under the 
Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 42), dismiss the cnarge, and 
they are of opinion that the charge was not made in good faith, they may order 
the prosecutor to pay the whole or any part of the costs incurred in or about the 
defence; if the amount ordered to be paid by such justices exceeds £25, the 
prosecutor may appeal against the order to a court of quarter sessions in the 
manner provided by the Summary Jurisdiction Acts (11 & 12 Viet. c. 43, 42 & 
43 Viet. c. 49, 47 & 48 Viet, c. 43) (see title Magistrates), and no proceedings 
are to be taken upon the order, until either the time within which the appeal 
can be made has elapsed without an appeal being made or, if an appeal is made, 
until the appeal is determined or abandoned (Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 
(8 Edw, 7, c. 15), s. 6(3)). If a person has been committed for trial for an 
indictable offence, or a prosecutor has been bound over to prosecute under the 
Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet, a 17), and the person is not 
ultimately tried, the court to which he is committed, or at which the mosecutor 
is bound over to prosecute, may order payment of costs as if he had been tried 
and acquitted (Costs in Criminal Gases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o« 15), ss. 7, 9 (2))# 

(h) Ibid., 8. 6 (4). 

(i) See B. S. 0., 1883, Ord. 42, rr. 3, 4, and title PHAOncai AJTD 
I^ROOEEXJRE. 

(i) Ckwte in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. Id), s. 6 (d). See title 
Maoisxbates. 



448 


Ceiminal Law and Peocedtjee. 


Boot. 1. 

Order for 
Costs. 


CoBts in 
case of an 
incorrigible 
rogue. 


Costs in the 
Court of 
Criminal 
Appeal. 
Hearing of 
case stated. 


Expenses of 
solicitor and 
counsel 
assigned to 
prisoner who 
appeals, and 
of witnesses 
examined on 
appeal. 


Th6 person to whom the costs have been ordered to be paid 
by the prosecutor or defendant may recover them in the same 
manner (1). 

If a person who is convicted has been ordered to pay costs, the 
order may be enforced out of any money taken from him on his 
apprehension, so far as the court so directs (1). 

870 . The foregoing provisions with regard to the payinent of 
costs in criminal cases apply to the case of a person committed as 
an incorrigible rogue (m), as though such person were committed 
for trial for an indictable offence (n). In the case of an appeal by 
such person to quarter sessions (o) such provisions apply as though 
the hearing of the appeal were the trial of an indictable 
offence ( p). 

871 . On the hearing of an appeal to the Court of Criminal 
Appeal no costs are to be allowed on either side(^). 

The hearing by the Court of Criminal Appeal of a case stated (r) 
is to be deemed, so far as relates to costs, to be the hearing of an 
appeals). The court of assize or quarter sessions which states a 
case (a) has no power to direct that the costs of the hearing of the 
case before the Court of Appeal shall be paid out of local funds (b). 

872 . The expenses** of solicitor and counsel assigned to an 
appellant under the Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (c), and of any 
witnesses who attend on the order of the court, or who are examined 
in any proceedings incidental to the appeal and of the appearance 
of an appellant on the hearing of his appeal or on any proceedings 
preliminary or incidental to the appeal, and all expenses of and 
incidental to any examination of witnesses conducted by any 
person appointed by the court for the purpose, are to be defrayed 
up to an amount allowed by the Court of Criminal Appeal out of 
the county or county borough funds in the same way as the costs 
of a prosecution (d). 


{1) Costs in Criminal Closes Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 15), s. 6 (5). If the 
person convicted becomes bankrupt after his apprehension, but before his con- 
viction, an order under this section is valid notwithstanding the bankruptcy, 
provided no act of bankruptcy was committed before the apprehension (H. v, 
BoherU (1873), L. E. 9 a B. 77). 

I m) Under the Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 5. 
u) Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 15), s. 9 (4). 
o) Under the Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, o. 83), s. 14. 
p) Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 15), s. 9 (4). 
y) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 13 (1). 
f) Under the Ciuwn Cases Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 78). 
s) Costa in Criminal Coses Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 15), s. 9 (5). 
a) Under the Crown Cases Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 78). 
bj Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 15), s. 9 (5). 
c) 7 Mw. 7, 0. 23. 

d) (Driminal Apj^al Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 13 (2) ; Costs in Criminal 
Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7,.c. 15), s. 9 (5). The expenses oi the examination of 
witnesses by a person appointed by the court for that purpose, and of a reference 
to a special commissioner, and of an assessor under the Criminal Appeal Act, 
1907 (7 Edw. 7, c, 23), s. 9 (b), (d), (e), are provided for in the same way 
(ibid,, s. 13 (2) ). 
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The payment of such expenses of an appellant does not depend 
on any order of the court, but is subject to taxation (e). 

There is no provision as to the payment of the costs or 
expenses of a respondent in an appeal to the Court of Criminal 
Appeal. 

The foregoing provisions as to the payment of costs in criminal 
cases out of local funds are substituted for all other statutory 
provisions for the payment of expenses in the case of any indictment 
for felony or for misdemeanour (/ ). 

Sect. 2. — Compensation and Rewards. 


Shot. l. 

Order for 
Costs, 

Provlsioni of 
costs in 
Criminal 
Cases Act 
supersede 
all other 
statutory pro- 
visions as to 
oofU. 


873. If any person has been convicted of felony, the court Order for 
before which he is tried may upon the application of any person compensation 
aggrieved and immediately after the conviction award any sum of J^njurS^by 
money, not exceeding £100, to be paid by the convicted felon by a felony, 
way of satisfaction or compensation for any loss of property suffered 
through or by means of the felony {g). 

874. In the case of certain offences Qi) an order may be made on Order for 
the sheriff of the county for the payment of sums of money to the payment of 
person or persons who shall appear to the court to have been active person* who 
in the apprehension of the offender charged ; the sum is to be such have been 
as to the court seems reasonable and sufficient to compensate such active in the 
person for his expenses, exertions, and loss of time in or towards oF offend^.** 
such apprehension (i). 

875. If a man is killed in endeavouring to apprehend any Compensation 
person charged with any of such offences, the court before whom the relatives, 
person charged is tried may order the sheriff of the county to pay 

to the widow of the man, if he leaves a widow, or to his child or 
children, if his wife is dead, or if he leaves neither widow nor child, 
to his father or mother, such sum of money as to the court may 
seem meet(/(;). 


(c) Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23, s. 13 (2J. 

(/) Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 15), s. 9 (6). 

{g) Forfeiture Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 23), s. 4. The order is enforced in 
the same way as an order for costs under the Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 
(8 Edw. 7, c. 15); Bee ibid., s. 9 (6), and schedule repealing s. 3 of the Forfeiture 
Act, 1870. 

(h) Murder, felonious shooting or attempting to discharge loaded firearms, 
etching, cutting, poisoning, administering anything to procure miscarriage, 
rape, burglary, housebreaking, robbery on the person, horse-stealing, bullock- 
stealing, Sieep-stealing, being accessory before the fact to any of these offences, 
receiving stolen property (Cnminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 28). 

(t) Ibid. The compensation is to be in addition to the costs allowed such 
persons as witnesses. The orders may be made by a court of oyer and terminer 
or of general gaol delivery, and by a court of quarter sessions in respect of 
offences which that court has power to try ; but a court of quarter sessions 
cannot award a larger sum than £5 for compensation to any one^rson (Criminal 
Justice Administration Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vict. c. 65), s. 8). The sum ordered 
is paid by the sheriff, who is afterwards recouped by the Treasury (Criminal 
Law) Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 29). 

{it) Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 30. The sheriff is to pay the 
sum ordered and to be recouped by the Treasury {iUd.). 
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Criminal Law and Procedure. 

Part X.— Offences against the Government. 

Sect. 1. — Offences against the Sovereign* 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — High Treason. 

876 . Every person is by statute guilty of high treason who (J) 

(1) Compasses or imagines the death, or any bodily harm tending 
to the death, maiming or wounding, imprisonment or restraint of 
the King, or the death of the Queen Consort, or of their eldest son 
and heir(m). 

(2) Violates the Queen Consort or the King’s eldest daughter 
unmarried, or the wife of the King’s eldest son and heir (n). 

(3) Levies war against the King in his realm, or is adherent to the 
King’s enemies in his realm, or gives them aid or comfort in the 
realm or elsewhere (o). 

(4) Slays the Chancellor, Treasurer, or the judges of the High 
Court of justice, or justices of assize or of oyer and terminer, being 
in their places and doing their offices (p). 

(5) Endeavours to deprive or hinder the person next in succession 
to the Crown under the Act of Settlement {q) from succeeding, or, 
by writing or printing, maintains that any other person is entitled 
to the Crown (r). 

■ 877 . The essence of the offence of treason lies in the violation 
of the allegiance which is owed to the King. This allegiance is 
owed not only by subjects of the King, but also by an alien living 
in this country and receiving the protection of its laws, so long as 
he is resident here, even if the State to which he belongs is at 


(Z) For treason generally see also title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., p. 
345. High treason was so called in contrast to an offence which formerly was 
called j)etit treason, namely : — the killing of a master by his servant, of a husband 
by his wife, of an ecclesiastical person by his inferior (Treason Act, 1351 (25 
lldw. 3, stat 5, c. 2) ; 4 Bl. Com. 75, 203). There is now no such offence 
as petit treason, the offence which formerly amounted to petit treason having 
been by statute declared to be murder only and no greater offence (Offences 
against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 100), s. 8). 

(in) Treason Act, 1351 (25 Edw. 3, stat. 5, c. 2) ; Treason Act, 1795 (36 Gbo. 3, 
0 . 7), 8. 1, made perpetual by the Treason Act, 1817 (57 Geo. 3, c. 6), s. 1 ; see 
the Treason Felony Act, 1848 fll & 12 Viet. o. 12), s. 1, and p. 457, j>ost. 

(w) Treason Act, 1351 (25 Edw. 3, stat. 6 , c. 2). See title Constitutional 
Law, Vol. VI., p. 349. 

(o) Ibid. 

(p) Ibid. The Treason Act, 1351 (25 Edw. 3, stat. 6 , c. 2), refers to the slay- 
ing of “ the King’s justices of the one bench or the other,” i.«., the judges of 
the King's Bench or the Court of Common Pleas. These are now represented 
by the judges of the High Court of Justice (King’s Bench Division). A doubt 
has been expressed whether the Act would include judges of the Chancery 
Division (St^hen, Digest of the Criminal Law, 6th ed., 45). “Chancellor” 
means Lord High Chancellor, “Treasurer” Lord High Treasurer, but there has 
been no Lord Hi^h Treasurer since 1714, since which date the office has always 
been in oommissmn (Anson, Law and Customs of the Constitution, Vol. II., 
Part I., 176). 

iq) Stat. (1700) 12 & 13 Will. 3, c. 2. 

[rS Stat. (1702) 1 Ann., stat. 2, c. 21, s. 3,* Succession to the Crown Act, 
1707 (6 Ann. c. 41), s. 1. See title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI.. p. 350. 
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war with the King (a). If an alien has lived in this country under 
the protection of the law, and the State of which he is a subject 
invades the King’s territory and the alien assists the invader, the 
alien is guilty of treason (b). 

Ambassadors and persons attached to embassies are, it seems, 
only amenable to the laws of this country for treason if they are 
subjects of this country (c). 

The punishment for treason is death by hanging, but the King 
may substitute beheading for hanging (d). 

(i.) Compassing the Death of the King, 

878 . The treason of compassing or imagining the death of the 
King, and, indeed, all treasons, must be proved (e) by overt, i.e., 
open, acts (/). It is an overt act of compassing the King’s death, 
within the meaning of the statutes, wilfully and deliberately to do 
or attempt anything whereby the King’s life may be endangered. 
It is therefore an overt act of the treason of compassing the death 
of the King to enter into measures for deposing or imprisoning 
him, or to place his person in the power of conspirators against him, 
or to agree with foreigners to invade his dominions with force, or to 
go into a foreign country for that end, or to levy or conspire 
to levy war against him, or to raise an insurrection against 
him, or to destroy or conspire to destroy the constitution of the 
country (g). 

It is an overt act of treason to meet with others and consult how 
to kill the King, though no agreement be then come to, or to enter 
into a treasonable correspondence with the enemy, although the 


(a) Post. 185; 1 East, P. C. 52; Kel. 38; li, v. De la MoUe (1781), 21 
State Tr. 687, at p. 814. As to allegiance, see title Constitutional Law, 
Vol. VI., pp. 341 et sea. 

(b) De Jager y. A.-G. of Natal, [1907] A. C. 326, P. C. 

(c) Post. 187 ; 1 Hale, P. 0. 95 ; 1 Uawk. P. C. 86 ; 1 Bl. Cora. 253. See 
Story's Case (1 57 1 ), 3 Dyer, 3(K), b ; 1 State Tr. 1087 ; U. v. Owen ( 1 61 6), 1 Roll. Rep. 
185 ; Treatise upon the Law of ffi^h Treason by a Barrister -at-Law (ed. 1793), 8. 
Owing to the fiction of exterritoriality an ambassador who is not a subject of 
the State to which he is accredited does not owe even temporary allegiance to 
that State. 

(d) Treason Act, 1790 (30 Geo. 2, c. 48), s. 1 ; Treason Act, 1814 (54 Geo. 3, 
c. 146), SB. 1, 2; Porfeiture Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 23J^ s. 1 ; and see 
title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., p. 352. As to the disqualifications which 
follow upon a conviction for treason or felony, see p. 428, ante. Treason is not 
triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Vlct. c. 38), 
s. 1). As to misprision of treason, see p. 603, post, 

(e) 3 Co. Inst. 12. An overt act may consist in any course, act, measure or 
means whatever done, taken, used or assented to, towards, and for the purpose 
of effecting a traitorous intention ; it includes any act of conspiracy, confeiring 
or cons^ting wi^ or advising, persuading, counselling, commanding or inciting 
any person (per Audeeson, B., in his charge to the grand jury at Liverpool 
A^i^, December, 1848, 6 State Tr. (n. s.) at p. 1133). See also p. 233, ante, 

( f) Treason Act, 1351 (25 Edw. 3, stat. 5, c. 2) ; Treason Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, 
c. 7), s. 1. See p. 466, posf. 

(a) Post 195—197, 210; 1 Hale, P. 0. 108 — 128, where the more ancient 
authorities are fully cited; E. v. Hardy (1794), 24 State Tr. 201. E.y.Freind 
(1696), 13 State Tr. 1 ; E. y. Chamock (1696), 12 State Tr. 1377 ; E, v. Eook- 
wood (1696), 13 State Tr. 139 ; E. v. Thistlewood (1820), 33 State Tr. (n. 8.) 
681, 685. 
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letters which constitute the correspondence are intercepted and 
never delivered (h). 

Writings which import a compassing of the King’s death may 
be alleged as overt acts to support an indictment, provided they are 
published (i)- 

Loose words, not relative to any act or design, although they 
may be in contempt of the King’s person and may charge him with 
vicious or foolish conduct, are not overt acts (/c). But arguments 
and words of advice or persuasion, uttered in contemplation of 
some traitorous purpose actually on foot or intended, and in prosecu- 
tion of it, and consulting together for such a purpose, are such overt 
acts (Z). 

An act which constitutes another species of treason (e.g,, levying 
war) may be alleged as an overt act of compassing the death of the 
King (m). But a constructive levying of war is not an overt act 
of this species of treason (n). 

(ii.) Levying TFar. 

879 . The levying of war (a) must be by acts done within the 
realm, which formerly included only England and Wales and so 
much of the seas adjacent as came within the body of a county (&). 
The effect of later statutes is to extend the provisions of the Act to 
Scotland (c) and Ireland {d\ but not to the Channel Islands or the 
colonies (e). 


[K) R V. Hensey (l7o8), 19 State Tr. 1342. 

(») 1 Hale, P, 0. 118; Poet. 198. In M. v. Peacham (1616), 2 State Tr. 870, 
the prisoner was convicted upon evidence that a treasonable sermon had boon 
found in his study, though it had not been preached. Many of the judges being 
of opinion that this was not treason, he was not executed (see Post. 198). In 
R. V. AJgei*non Sidney (1683), 9 State Tr. 817, the prisoner was convicted on 
evidence of a document found in his house and was executed ; the conviction was 
afterwards reversed by Act of Parliament (9 State Tr. 896), but on the ground 
that it was not proved that the document was in the prisonePs handwriting. 
R» V. Sidney, eupra, cannot now be regarded as an authority, see 1 Hale, P. 0., 
ed. by Emlyn, 118, n. (h). But documents, even if not published, may be 
evidence of treason, if they are connected with other treasonable practices 
charged in the indictment (£’ost. 198). See R, v. Preston {Lord) (1691), 12 State 
Tr. 645, 709; R, v. Qngg (1708), 14 State Tr. 1871, 1376 ; R, v. Layer {1122), 16 
State Tr. 93, 205 ; R, v. Hensey, supra, 

(k) R, V. Pine (1628), 3 State Tr. 359. 

(/) Post. 200; R, v. Charnodc (1698), 12 State Tr. 1377, at col. 1452 ; R, v. 
Parhyns (1696), 13 State Tr. 63, 132. 

(m) R, V. Hensey, supra, at p. 1344. 

(n) Post. 213 ; 1 Hale, P. 0. 123; R, v. Darrel (1716), 10 Mod. Rep. 321. As 
to wnat constitutes a constructive levying of war, see p. 463, post, 

(a) Namely, that which is punishable under the Treason Act, 1351 (25 Edw. 3, 
•tat 5. 0 . 2). 

i h) See p. 271, ante, as to criminal jurisdiction generally, 
c) Tr6a!^n Act, 1708 (7 Ann. c. 21), s. 1. 

d) Stat (1494) 10 Hen. 7, o. 22; R, v. Smith O'Brien (1849), 7 State Tr. 
(N. 8.) 1, 347, 376. 

(e) 1 Hale, P. 0. 165. But a person committing acts of war in any part of the 
* I dominions or abroad in conjunction with a foreign enemy would be 

g of the treason of adhering to the King's enemies. See R, v. Vaughan 
, 13 State Tr. 486 ; R, v. Lynch (1902), Shorthand Notes, 3, 107, 116. 
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The levying of war must be against the King, and an attack upon 
private persons for a private end is not, whatever tumult be 
occasioned, a levying of war upon the King (/). 

880. To constitute a levying of war it is not necessary that blows 
should be struck ; there must be helium levatnm^ but not necessarily 
helium per cmsum. It is sufficient, if there is an arming and array- 
ing in warlike manner, as by enlisting and marching troops, or if 
there is an assembling in great numbers with warlike intent, or a 
cruising in a ship with the like intent (g). A bare conspiracy or 
consultation with a view to a levying of war, though it may in some 
cases amount to an overt act of compassing the King’s death, is 
not a levying of war against him (h). 

881. A small number of persons may be guilty of levying war 
against the King, if such persons are preparing to use violent 
measures in carrying out their purpose, as, e.g,, by the use of 
explosives with a treasonable intent (i). If large numbers are 
assembled with a treasonable purpose, it is the purpose of the 
assembly which constitutes treason and distinguishes it from 
riot (k). 

882. The levying of war may be of two kinds— (1) express and 
direct, as raising war against the King or his forces, or with a view 
to surprise or injure the King’s person, or to imprison him, or to 
force him to remove any of his ministers or counsellors, and the like ; 
or (2) constructive, as when there is a rising for some general 
public purpose, as to effect an alteration of the law, or to alter 
religion established by law, or to throw down all inclosures, or to 
open all prisons, or to pull down all meeting-houses (1), A person 
who takes part in any such acts, even though he had not pre- 
viously any formed intention of taking part in them, is guilty of 
treason {m). 

A rising to maintain a private claim of right, or to destroy 
particular inclosures or to remove private nuisances, or to break 
prisons in order to release particular persons (unless such persons 
are imprisoned for treason), or to destroy the machinery of a 


(/) Fost. 208; 1 Hale, P. 0. 131 ; see also Treason Act, 1351 (25 Edw. 3, 
stat. 0 , c. 2). 

(g) Fost. 208; 1 Hale, P. C. 131, 144; R. v. Vaughan (1696), 13 State Tr. 
485, 632; B. v. Dammam (1710), 15 State Tr. 622, 606. See also title 
CoNSTiTtrxiONAl, Lav, Vol. VI., p. 348. 

(A) 1 Hale, P. 0. 131. 

(t) R. V. Qallaglter (1883), 16 dox, 0. 0, 291, 316, 317. See R. v. Deaty 
(1883), 16 Cox, C. C. 334. 

(it) B. V. Hardie (1820), 1 State Tr. (if. 8.) 610, 765. 

\i) Fost. 210, 213; 1 Hale, P. 0. 131; B. v. Dammam, supra; R. v. Pur- 
chase (1710), 15 State Tr. 651, 699; R. v. Gordon (1781), 21 State Tr. 486, 
644 ; B. V. ThisOewood (1820), 33 State Tr. 681, 684, 956. 

(m) B. V. Purchase, supra; 1 East, P. 0. 102. But a person who is merely 
present without committog any particular act of force cannot be convicted of 
constructively levying war (JJ. v. Messenger (1668), 6 State Tr. 879, 913). As to 
rescuing or permitting the escape of a person in prison for treason, see note (A) 
on p. 455, post, and p. 611, post. 
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particular trade, does not amount to a levying of war within the 
meaning of the statute (w). 

883. In an actual insurrection it is a levying of war to join with 
rebels in an act of rebellion. But if a person joins with rebels from 
force or from fear of death at their hands, and if he takes the first 
opportunity to escape from them, he will be excused, provided 
compulsion continued during substantially the whole of the time 
he remained with the rebels to such an extent that he may be 
presumed to have continued with them against his will (o). 

An aiiprehension, however well grounded, of loss or destruction 
of property will not excuse one who joins with rebels ; and com- 
pulsion and fear are no excuse for any other act of treason than 
that of joining with rebels or enemies (o). 

Service in war under the King de facto is not an act of treason 
against the King de jure (p). 


(iii.) Adherence to the Kiny't Enemiee. 

884. Adherence to the King’s enemies must be evidenced by an 
overt act. Such adherence may be either within the realm or 
elsewhere {q). 

The King’s enemies are foreign States in actual hostility against 
him. Whether a particular State is in actual hostility or not is a 
question of fact for the jury, who may judge of the matter from 
public notoriety (?*)• It is not necessary that there should have 
been any formal declaration of war («). 

885. A person adheres to the King’s enemy who, in conjunction 
with the enemy, commits hostile acts upon the King’s ally who is 
also at war with the King’s enemy (a). 

If the subject of a foreign State not at war with the King invades 
the kingdom without his sovereign’s warrant, he is nevertheless an 
enemy of the King, and a subject of the King who adheres to him 
is guilty of this species of treason (Z>). 

Inciting a foreign State not at war with the King to invade the 
kingdom is not an adherence to the King’s enemies, but is an overt 
act of compassing the King’s death (c). 


(n) Foet 210; 1 Hale, P. C. 133* 143, 149 ; Ji. v. I/ar die (1820), 1 State Tr. 
(n. 8.) 610, 765 ; R v. Frost (1839), 4 State Tr. (n. s.) 86, 444. 

(o) 3 Co. Inst, 10 ; Post. 216; 1 East, P. 0. 70, 71 ; B. v. MacGroiother (1746), 
18 State Tr. 891. 

(p) Stat (1495) 11 Hen. 7, c. 1, s. 1, See title Constitutional Law, 
VoL VI., p. 346. 

(q) Treason Act, 1351 (25 Edw. 3, stat. 6, c. 2). See R v. Lynch, [1903] 1 
K B. 444 ; R v. Vaughan (1696), 13 State Tr. 485. 

(r) Post. 219; 1 East,P. C, 77. 

(s) 1 Hale, P. 0. 162. 

(a) Post 220 ; 1 East, P. 0. 79 ; R v. Vaughan (1696), 13 State Tr. 485, 530. 

(h) Post. 219; 1 Ea8t,P. C. 78. 

(c) 1 East, P. 0. 78 ; Statys Case (1571), 3 Dyer, 298 b. If war resulted from 
ruob incitement, then the persons who incited would be guilty of adherence to 
the King’s enemies (1 East, P, C. 78). 
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A distinction is drawn between ‘‘enemies’* and “rebels,” and skot. i. 
assistance given to rebels within the realm is not an adherence to Offences 
the King’s enemies (d ) . against the 

A person may adhere to the King’s enemies by sending them Sovereign, 
money or provisions, or by rendering them any kind of aid or 
comfort which, when given to a rebel within the realm, would 
make the subject guilty of levying war(e). 

Communications with the enemy from which he may derive 
information enabling him to shape his attack or defence constitute 
an adherence to the enemy ( f). The fact that the communications 
were intercepted and did not reach the enemy is immaterial (9). 

A British subject adheres to the King’s enemies if he takes an 
oath of fidelity to them, or makes a declaration of willingness to 
take up arms on their behalf, or becomes naturalised in the hostile 
State while it is at war with the King, unless he acts under 
compulsion and returns to his allegiance as soon as possible (h). 

Mere acts of submission to force majeure in case of an invasion 
are not overt acts of treason (i), nor is the refusal to give personal 
assistance to the King or his forces against an invading enemy (j). 

(iv.) Indictment and Trial, 

886. All persons who incite, aid, or abet an act of treason, or Noaccessopiei 
who receive or protect a traitor, are guilty of treason as principals treason, 
and should be indicted as such. There are no accessories either 
before or after the fact in treason. A person who commits an act by 
which, in felony, he would become an accessory is in treason a 
principal traitor {k). 


{d) 1 Hale, P, 0. 159; 3 Co, Inst. 11 ; R.y. Sheaves (1798), 27 State Tr. 
255, 388, 391. But such assistance would be an overt act of levying war or 
of compassing the King’s death {II, v. Townley (1746), 18 State Tr. 329. 

(c) 1 East, P. 0. 78 ; Post. 217. 

(/) Post. 217 ; IL V. Preston (Lord) (1691), 12 State Tr. 645; Ji. y, Oregg 
(1708), 14 State Tr. 1371 ; Ji. v. Ilensey (1758), 19 State Tr. 1341, 1344 ; R, v. 
Tyrie (1782), 21 State Tr. 815; R. v. Jackson (1795), 25 State Tr. 783; Ji, v. 
Sheares (1798), 27 State Tr. 255. In R, v. Stone (1796), 25 State Tr. 1155, it was 
contended by Erskine on behalf of the prisoner that such communications weie 
not traitorous, if the prisoner’s object and intention were not to assist tho enemy 
but to benefit this country by dissuading the enemy from continuing the war 
(see cols. 1372 et seq.). Lord Kenyon, C.J., does not appear to have rul^ against 
this contention (see cols. 1432, 1434, 1435), and the jury acquitted tbe prisoner, 
apparently upon this ground. 

ig) R, V. llemey (1758), 19 State Tr. 1341, 1372; R, v. De la Motfc (1781), 21 
State Tr. 687, 808. 

(h) 1 Hale, P. C. 167 ; R, v. Lynch, [1903] 1 K B. 444. 

(t) Post. 217. 

( 7 ) 1 East, P. C. 80 ; but this is stated to bo a high misdomeanour punish- 
able by fine and imprisonment (ibid.). 

(h) Post. 341 ; 1 Hale, P. C. 233. A gaoler who voluntarily permits a person 
imprisoned for treason to escape, and anyone who rescues such a person, is himself 
guilty of treason (Post. 344). Although a person who receives and harbours a 
traitor is himself said to be ^ilty as a principal traitor, he must be indicted 
specially for such receiving and harbouring, and not for the principal treason, 
and ho cannot be tried on a separate indictment for the receiving and harbouring, 
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Sect. 1. 
Offences 
against the 
Sovereign. 

Overt acts. 


Copy of 
indictment 
and list of 
witnesses and 
petty jury. 


Limitation of 
time. 


Two witnesses 
necessary. 


887. Different kinds of treason and different overt acts may be 
alleged in the same indictment, and such joinder does not vitiate 
the indictment nor afford any ground for putting the Crown to an 
election to proceed on one charge ( 1 ). 

888 . The treason alleged must be proved by overt acts, and the 
overt acts upon which it is intended to rely must be expressly 
alleged in the indictment (m), and must be proved (n), and no 
evidence is admissible of any overt act that is not so alleged unless 
it affords direct proof of any of the overt acts that are laid (o). 

889. A copy of the indictment must be supplied to the accused 
ten days before the trial, together with a list of the witnesses and, 
except where the treason charged is the assassination of or any 
attempt upon the person of the Sovereign, a list of the petty jury, 
with their addresses and occupations (a). Where there is a failure 
to comply with the last-named requirements, advantage of the 
omission cannot be taken by plea, but an application may be made 
for a postponement of the trial (fc). 

890. An indictment for treason must be found by the grand 
jury within three years next after the commission of the treason, 
unless in the case of the treason of designing, endeavouring, or 
attempting the assassination of the King, in which case there is 
no limitation of time (c). 

891. Except in cases of personal attacks upon the King, there 
must be two witnesses, either both of them to the same overt act 
or one of them to one overt act and the other to another overt act 
charged in the indictment, provided that the latter is of the same 


until after the traitor alleged to have been received is convicted ; if the receiver 
is tried for the receiving and harbouring upon the same indictment with the 
principal offender, as he may be, the jury must first be charged to inquire as to 
the guilt of the latter, and if he be acquitted, the receiver must also he 
acquitted (1 Hale, P. C. 238 ; Fost. 345). See also the Act of 1 Will & Mar., 
sess. 1 (1688), for annulling the attainder of Lady Alice Lisle (11 State Tr. 297, 
881b and p. 256, ante. 

u) R. V. Mitchel (1848), 6 State Tr. (w. s.) 599, 620. 

(m) Treason Act, 1695 (7 & 8 Will. 3, o. 3), s. 8. If the overt acts alleged 
consist of words or documents, it is sufficient to set out their effect, and it is not 
necessary to set out the exact words; R. v. Francia (1717), 15 State Tr. 897 ; 
R. V. Ji^aUon (1817), 2 Stark, 116, 132. See also R, v. Vaughan (1696), 13 
State Tr. 485, 498. 

(n) Treason Act, 1351 (25 Edw. 3, stat. 6, o. 2) ; Treason Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, 
c. 7), 8. 1. 

(o) K V. Roolcwood (1696), 13 State Tr. 139, 217 ; R. v. Layer (1722), 16 State 
Tr. 93, 223 ; R. v. Deaccm (1746yj8 State Tr. 365. 

(a) Treason Act, 1695 (7 & 8 Will. 3, c. 3), s. 1 ; Treason Act, 1708 (7 Ann. 
0 . 21), 8, 14; Juries Act, 1825 (6 Geo. 4, o. 50), b. 21. The copy of the indict- 
ment should include the caption (1 Ohitty, Cnminal Law, 405), see p. 348, ante. 

{h) R V. Burke (1867), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 519 (Ir.) ; R. v. Frost (^1839), 4 State Tr. 
(k. 8.) 85. An irregularity in the copy of tne indictment supplied will be cured 
by plea (Foei 230). 

(c) Treason Act, 1695 (7 & 8 Will. 3, c. 3), ss. 5, 6. 
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species of treason {d). Both the witnesses must be credible, and Sot. 1. 
the jury must believe them both (e). OffencBS 

One witness is sufficient to prove a collateral fact, not tending to against the 
the proof of the overt act, e.g,^ the status or nationality of a Sovereign, 
person if). ^ ^ 

If the prisoner confesses in open court, the two witnesses are not 
retired (gi). 

Evidence of confessions out of court is admissible, but such 
evidence is not sufficient in itself, and can only be supplementary to 
the evidence of the two witnesses required by statute {h). 

892. Except in the case of treason committed abroad, proof must Evideace, 
be given that one of the overt acts alleged was committed within the 
jurisdiction of the court ; when this has been done, evidence can be 

given of the commission of the alleged overt acts committed outside 
the jurisdiction of the court (i). 

893. Where the overt acts charged in the indictment show aeon- Conspiracy, 
spiracy between the prisoner and others, evidence may be given of 

any acts committed by a co-conspirator in the execution of the 
common design, even if such acts occurred after the dates of the 
alleged overt acts and after the prisoner’s arrest, if such events 
were the natural result of the conspiracy in which he was engaged, 
as, the breaking out of an insurrection which was the object 
of the conspiracy (/c). 

894. In treason a married woman cannot excuse herself by Married 
alleging that she acted under the coercion of her husband (/). But women, 
if the husband commits treason and his wife knowingly receives 

him, she does not herself become guilty of treason (m). 

Sub-Sbot. 2, — Treason Felony. 

895. Everyone is by statute (n) guilty of felony who, either Treason 
within the United Kingdom or without, compasses, imagines, felony, 
invents, devises or intends (1) to deprive or depose the King from 

{d) Treason Act, 1695 (7 & 8 Will. 3, o. 3), ss. 2, 4; Treason Act, 1795 (86 
Geo. 3, c. 7), 8. 1 ; II. v. Lovkk (1696), 13 State Tr. 267, 305 ; li. v. McOafftrty 
(1867), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 603, 0. 0. B. 

(e) E. V. Caeilmaine {Lord) (1680), 7 State Tr. 1067, 1112. 

(/) Fost. 240. 

[g] Ihid. 

(A) Fost. 240—244; B. v. Willie (1710), 15 State Tr. 613, 623; B. v, Berwick 
(1746), 18 State Tr. 367 ; R. v. Crossfidd 26 State Tr. 1, 65. 

(i) R. V. Vane (1662), 6 State Tr. 119, 123. As to venue, see pp. 283, 289, 
ante; as to challenges, see p. 361, ante. As to treasons committed abroad, see 
p. 276, ante. 

ik) R. V. Horne Tooke (1794), 1 East P. 0. 98; R. v. Hardy (1794), 1 East, 

P. 0. 99: R. V. Watson (1817), 2 Stark. 116, 127; R. v. McCafferty (1867), 10 
Cox, 0. 0. 603, C. 0. R. ; see R. v. Stone (1796), 6 Term Eep. 627. 

(l) 1 Hale, P. 0. 46. 

(m) 1 Hale, P. 0. 47. 

(fi) Treason Felony Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. o. 12), s. 3. A« to treason felony, 
see also title Constitutional Law, VoL VI., p. 364. 
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SKOT. 1. 

Ofiences 
against the 
Sovereign. 


Indictment, 


Overt acta 
out of juris* 
diction. 


Punishment. 


the style or honour of the Crown of the United Kingdom or of any 
of the King’s dominions ; or (2) to levy war against the King within 
the United Kingdom in order by force or constraint to compel him 
to change his measures or counsels, or in order to put force or 
constraint upon or to intimidate or overawe either House of Parlia- 
ment, or to move or stir any foreigner with force to invade the 
United Kingdom or any of the King’s dominions, and who expresses, 
utters, or declares such compassings or intentions by publishing 
any printing or writing, or by any overt act or deed (o). 

896. There may be accessories to the offence of treason felony. 
A principal in the second degree and an accessory before the fact 
are punishable in the same manner as a principal in the first 
degree ; accessories after the fact are liable to imprisonment with 
or without hard labour for a term not exceeding two years (p). 

897. Any number of overt acts may be charged in an indict- 
ment for treason felony (q). It is a sufficient overt act that the 
accused conspired with others (r) to commit any offence specified 
by the Treason Felony Act, 1848 {«), if there was an overt act 
committed within the King’s dominions. If the matters alleged 
in the indictment or proved at the trial amount in law to treason, 
the indictment is not on that account defective, nor is the accused 
entitled to an acquittal ; but an acquittal or conviction on an indict- 
ment for treason felony will be a bar to a prosecution for treason 
upon the same facts (0- 

Even although the prisoner has no) committed within the King’s 
dominions any of the acts mentioned in the statute he may be 
tried in an English court in respect of the act of a co-conspirator 
committed within the jurisdiction of the court in furtherance of the 
common object (<^0* 

898. The punishment for treason felony is penal servitude for 
life, or for not less than three years, or imprisonment with hard 
labour for not more than two years (b). 


(o) As to what amounts to a “ levying of war,’^ see p. 452, anfe^ and R, v. 
Bowlin (1848), 3 Cox, C. 0. 609; R. v. Qculagher (1883), 15 Cox, C. C. 291. As 
to overt acts, see note (e) on p. 451, ante. 

(p) Treason Felony Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 12), s. 8. 

(y) Ibid., B. 5. There is no objection to alleging several overt acts in one 
count [Muhahy v. R. (1868), L. K. 3 H. L. 306). 

(r) Mulcahy v. f?., supra; B. v. Davitt (1870), 11 Cox, C. C. 676. 

(«) 11 & 12 Viet. c. 12. 

(C Treason Felony Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 12), s. 7 ; R. v. Mikhd (1848), 
6 IState Tr. (n. 8.), 699. Nothing in the Act is to lessen the force of, or in any 
manner affect, anything enacted by the Treason Act, 1351 (25 Edw. 3, stat. 5, 
c. 2) ; ibid.t s- 8. 

(a) R. V. Meany (1867), 10 Cox, C. C. 606 (Ir.), C. C. R. ; see also R. v. Deasy 

K , 16 Cox, 0. C. 334. Unless some overt act is committed within the 
_ B dominions, there can be no prosecution for treason felony (.^. v. Meany, 
supra)* 

(h) Treason Felony Act, 1848 (II & 12 Viet. c. 12), 8.3; Penal Servitude Act, 
1867 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 3), s. 2; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet c. 69), 
8. 1. The offence is not tiiable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1812 
(6 & 6 Viet. c. 38), B. 1). 
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Sub-Sect. Z,--Aesaulu on the King, 

899 . By statute (c) a person is guilty of a high misdemeanour 
who — (1) wilfully discharges or attempts to discharge or points, 
aims, or presents at or near the person of the King any gun, pistol, 
or any other firearm or other arms, whether the same does or does 
not contain any explosive or destructive material, or discharges or 
causes to be discharged or attempts to discharge or causes to be 
discharged any explosive substance or material near to the King’s 
person ; (2) wilfully strikes or attempts to strike at the King with 
any offensive weapon or in any other manner ; (8) wilfully throws 
or attempts to throw any substance etc. at or upon the person of the 
King id ) ; (4) wilfully produces or has near the person of the King 
any gun fete., or any explosive, destructive, or dangerous matter, with 
intent to use the same to injure the person of the King or to alarm 
him (c). The offence is not triable at quarter sessions (/). 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for not 
more than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years, and not more 
than three whippings during the imprisonment {g). 

Upon an indictment for shooting at the King it is unnecessary 
to prove any intention to inflict personal injury or to prove that 
the firearm used was capable of doing such an injury {li). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Coniempte against the Kwg, 

900 . It is a contempt against the King to disobey any of his 
lawful commands (?). Thus, it is a contempt punishable by fine 
or imprisonment to disobey the orders of the King’s courts of 


(c) Treason Act, 1842 (o & 6 Viet. c. 51), s. 2. See title Constitutionai 
Law, Vol. VI., p. 358, 

(d) In any of these cases the act must have been done with intent to injure 
the person of or to alarm the King, or the result must be to endanger the 
public peace {ibid.). 

{e) Treason Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 51), s. 2. 

If) Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 0 Viet. c. 38), s. 1. 

(g) Treason Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 51), s. 2; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 
& 55 Viet. c. G9), s. 1 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 3), s. 2. By 
the Treason Act, 1842, s. 2, the maximum length of imprisonment as an 
alternative punishment is three years with or without hard labour. It is 
uncertain wnether or not the effect of the Penal Servitude Act, 1891, s, 1 (2), is 
to reduce the maximum imprisonment to two years. 

(h) B, V. Hamilton (1849), 7 State Tr. (n. s.) 1130. 

{%) In the earlier works on criminal law a long list of offences are given under 
the heading of “ contempts’* or “misprisions.** These wore either contempts 
against the King’s palace or courts of justice, or against his person, title, preroga- 
tive, or Government (see 1 Hawk. P. C. 61, c. 6 ; 4 Bl. Com. 122 ; 3 Co. Inst. 140 ; 
Petersdorff’s Abridgment, tit. Contempt). Some contempts of this character 
may now be dealt with as seditious libels (see R, v. Harvey (1823), 2 B. & 
C. 257) ; and others are now hardly likely to form the subject of prosecutions, 
such as disobedience to a summons to attend the Privy Council, or to a 
royal letter requiring a subject to return from abroad (4 Bl. Com. 122 ; Peters- 
dorff's Abridgment, tit. Contempt). No prosecution for such an offence 
occurred in modern times. In a* v. Harri$ (1791), 4 Term 202, it was 
held to be a misdemeanour to disobey an order of the King in Council made 
under the provisions of an Act of Parliament which did not specify any penalty 
for di8obe<uence ; but thi« was apparently upon the CTound that the defendwt 
had really disobeyed the statute ; and see R* v. Halit p891] 1 Q. B. 747, 767. 

H.K— U, T 
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PuDiibment. 


Seditions 

conspiracy. 


Seditious 

libel 


joetice (k), or to disobey the provisions of an Act of Parliament, 
where no particular penalty is imposed and when the act is one 
which prohibits a matter of public grievance or commands a matter 
of public convenience (1). where a statute only extends to disputes 
of a private nature (m), or where a particular remedj^ or punish- 
ment is provided by the statute (n), disobedience to it cannot be 
punished as a contempt. 

The punishment for this offence is fine and imprisonment without 
hard labour (o). 

Sect. 2. — Offences against Public Tranquillity. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Sedition. 

• 

901. Every person is guilty of the common law misdemeanour of 
seditious conspiracy who agrees with someone else (not being his or 
her wife or husband) to do any act for the furtherance of a common 
seditious intention, e.g., to hold a meeting for the purpose of 
disturbing the public peace or of raising discontent and disaffection 
or exciting hatred and contempt of the Government (p). 

902. Every person is guilty of the common law misdemeanour of 
seditious libel if, with seditious intention, he either speaks and 
publishes any words or publishes a libel (q). 

The freest public discussion, comment, criticism, and censure, 
either at meetings or in the Press, in relation to all political 
or party questions, all public acts of the servants of the Crown, all 
acts of the Government, and all proceedings of courts of justice 
are permissible, and no narrow construction is to be put upon the 
expressions used in such a discussion etc., but the criticism and 
censure must be without malignity, and must not impute corrupt or 
malicious motives (r). 

If the words used, however defamatory, were not spoken with 
a seditious intention the defendant is not guilty, such an intention 


(Jc) See p. 501, post^ and title Contempt of Oouet, Yol. YII., p. 279. 

(0 4 Bl. Com. 122 ; 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 6 ; 2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 25, s. 4 ; Crouther'$ 
Case (1599), Oro. Eliz. 654 ; i?, v. l^rice (1840), 11 Ad. & El. 727 ; It, v. Sainshury 
(179l), 4 Term Eep. 461, 457 ; It. v. Hall, [1891] 1 Q. B. 747, 753. 

(m) 2 Hawk. P, 0., c. 25, s. 4 (where a number of instances are given). 

(n) R. V. Wright (1758), 1 Burr. 543. 

(o) The offence is not triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 
(5 & 6 Yict. 0 . 8^, s. 1). 

(p) Stephen’s Digest of Criminal Law, 6th ed., pp. 70, 71. Por instances of 
seditious conspiracies, see R. v. G* Connell (1844), 11 01. & Fin. 155 ; R. v. Hunt 
(1820), 1 State Tr. (n. 8.) 171 ; R. v. O^Connor (1843), 4 State Tr. (n. s.) 935; 
R. V. Cooper (1843), 4 State Tr. (n. b.) 1249; R. v. Holherry (1840), 4 State Tr. 
(n. s.) 1347 ; see R. v. Bums (1886), 16 Cox, 0. 0. at p. 365 ; B. v. Famtll 
(1881), 14 Cox, 0. 0. 508. 

($) The libel may be in writing, print, or may be contained in a drawing or 
engraving, or painted picture, or sculpture, or any permanent representation 
{R. V. Sullivan (1868), 11 Cox, 0. C. 44, at p. 55). Libel in civil' cases is 
restricted to such permanent renresontations, but in criminal oases words 
spoken may amount to a seditious libel. 

(r) R. V. Sullivan, supra, at p. 49. Every man has a right to rive every 
public matter a candid, full and free disoussion ; something must be allowed 
for feeling in men’s minds and for some warmth of expression, but an int^tion 
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being of the essence of the offence ; hut the character of the words 
may form irresistible evidence of the nature of the intention (s). 

The punishment for these offences is imprisonment without hard 
labour for a period not exceeding two years with or without a 
fine (t), 

903 . Seditious words with regard to the administration of justice 
in a superior court, whether spoken in or out of court, are punish- 
able by indictment or information, or summarily by attachment for 
contempt, by thecourt whose proceedings are defamed {ii), and the 
last-mentioned course is that which is now usually adopted. 

Such words spoken of an inferior court of record are punishable 
summarily by that court, if they are spoken in the face of the 
court (a). If spoken of the judge out of court and relating to the 
execution of his office they are indictable, but not if they are only 
abusive or defamatory of the judge personally (6). 

904 . Words spoken in Parliament by a member of Parliament 
cannot be the subject of indictment or other proceedings out of 
Parliament (c). But if the member afterwards publishes his speech, 


to incite the people to take tlio power into their own hands and to provoke 
them to tumult and disorder is a seditious intention {E, v, Collins (1839), 9 0. & P. 
460, at p. 461, per Litxledale, J. ; and see E, v. Burdett (1820), 1 State Tr. 
(N. 8.) 1, 60). 

(a) E* v. M^Uugliy [1901] 2 I. B. 569, 587. If the words, whether written or 
spoken, have a direct tendency to cause unlawful meetings and disturbances and 
to lead to a violation of the laws, they are seditious, as the defendant will be 
taken to have intended the natural consequences of what he has dono {E. v. 
Lovett (1839), 9 C. & P. 462, 460, per Litiledale, J. ; E. v. Sullivany aupni, 
at p. 58 ; see also R. v. Horne (1777), 20 State Tr. 651, 762). The docunioiit 
containing an alleged seditious libel must be considered as a whole ; if it is 
contained in a newspaper, the defendant is entitled to have rood in evidence 
other passages in the same newspaper tending to show his intention in publish- 
ing the specific paragraph complained of {E. v. Lambert (1810), 2 Camp. 398). 
On the trial of Horne Tooke for high treason passages from his writings 
some years previously were allowed by Eyre, C.J., to be road on the prisoner’s 
behalf to show his political sentiments {E, v. Ilorne Tooke (1794), 26 State Tr. 
1, 321, 344, 361), but in J?. v. Lambert, supra, Lord ELLENBOiiOUan, O.J., 
apparently doubted whether that evidence had been properly admitted. 

(t) See Criminal Libel Act, 1819 (60 Geo. 3 & 1 Geo. 4, c. 8), s. 4; stat. 11 
Geo. 4 & 1 Will. 4, c. 24), s. 1. The person imprisoned is to bo treated as a 
misdemeanant of the first division (Prison Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. o. 21), s. 40). 
On a conviction for a seditious libel, the court may make an orde^ for seizure 
of all copies of the Ubel (Criminal Libel Act, 1819 (60 Geo. 3 & 1 Geo. 4, c. 8), 
8 . 1 ). 

(u) See E. v. Almon (1765), Wilm. 243, 252 et sea.; Crawford's Case (1849), 
13 Q. B. 613, 628 ; see E, v. Cray, [1900] 2 Q. B. 36 ; McLeod v. St. Aahyu, 
[1899] A. C. 549, P. C. See title Contempt of Couut, VoL VIL, p. 279. 

(a) See Bainy v. Sierra Leone Jiistices (1853), 8 Moq. P, 0. C. 47, 64. As to 
county courts, see Coun^ Courts Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 43), s. 162, and title 
County Courts, Vol. Yin., p. 015. » « 

(h) E. V. Wrightson (1708), 11 Mod. Eep. 166; E. v. Eevel (1721), 1 Stra. 
420* E.t. Pocock (1741), 2 Stra. 1167 ; £x parte Marlborough (1)uk£) (1844), 
6 q! B. 956 ; E, v. WeUje (1809), 2 Camp. 142 ; R. v. Lefroy (1873), L. E. 8 
Q. B. 134; E, V. Brompton County Court Judge, [1893] 2 Q. B. 195, 199. See 
also title Contempt of Court, Vol. VII., p. 284. 

(c) Bill of Bights (I Will. & Mar., sees. 2, c. Ex parte Wason (1869), 
L. B. 4 0. B. 673 ; Villon v. Balfour (1887), 20 L. B. Ir. 600. 
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the absolute privilege is lost, and he may be indicted, if the 
publication was illegal (d). 

905. In an indictment for seditious words spoken, or for a 
seditious libel, the words alleged to be seditious must be specified {e). 
It is not essential that the indictment should allege that the words 
were spoken or published “ seditiously/' if it alleges an intent which 
the law defines to be a seditious intent (/). 

906. If the manuscript of a seditious libel is proved to be in the 
handwriting of the defendant, and it is also proved that the same 
libel was in fact published, this is prima facie evidence for the jury 
of a publication by the defendant, though no evidence is adduced 
that he directed the publication (g). 

To prove that the publication was with an unlawful intent 
or was not accidental, evidence of the publication of other libels is 
admissible, provided they expressly refer to the subject-matter of 
the libel which is charged in the indictment (/t). 

It is essential that so much of the words alleged be proved at 
the trial as will support the charge of sedition, but it is immaterial 
that a portion is unproved, if what is prov,ed substantially constitutes 
sedition (i). 

If words spoken or published are seditious, it is no defence that 
they are true, and evidence to prove their truth is inadmissible (/c). 

907. No criminal prosecution can be commenced against any 
proprietor, publisher, editor, or any person responsible for the 


(fZ) li. V. Abingdon [Lord) (1794), 1 Esp. 226 ; It. v. Creeveij (1813), 1 M. & S. 
273, approved in Davinon v. Duncan (1857), 7 B. & B. 229, 233, and Wason v. 
Walter (1868), L. R. 4 Q. B. 73, 95. The publication of seditious matter by a 
newspaper in a bond fide report of proceedings in a court of justice or in 
Parliament would not be criminal (Wason v. Walter^ supra), but the publication 
of isolated seditious matter in a newspaper might be criminal. 

(e) See the opinion of the judges in R. v. Sacheverell (1710), 15 State Tr. 1, 
466; and the judgment in R. v. Sparling (1722), 1 Stra. 497 ; Bradlaugh v. R. 
(1878), 3 Q, B. D. 607, 619, C. A. 

(/) R, v. M'llugh, [1901] 2 L R, 569. 

(S^) R. y, Lovett (1839), 9 U. & P. 462 ; see, further, as to what amounts to a 
publication, title Libel and Slander. It is uncertain whether the composition 
of a seditious writing with the intent that it should be published, but without 
any actual publication, is a punishable offence (seei?. v. Burdett (1820), 1 State 
Tr. (n. s.) 1, 122, 138). The Criminal Libel Act, 1819 (60 Geo. 3 & 1 Geo, 4, 
c. 8), 68. 1 , 4, appears to contemplate the composition of a blasphemous or seditious 
libel os a distinct offence from the publication of such a document. 

(h) R. v. Pearce (1791), Peake, 75, in which case Lord Kenyon, O.J., even 
admitted such evidence to prove the fact of publication and that the defendant 
was the author of a libel; but see Finnerty v. Tipper (1809), 2 Camp. 72; 
Chubb V. Westley (1834), 6 0. & P. 436 ; Plunkett v. Cobbett (1804), 5 Esp. 136 ; 
Pearson v. Lemaitre (1843), 5 Man. & G. 700, 719, 720. 

(t) R. V. Fussell (1848), 3 Cox, C. C. 291, 294, The whole of the speech or 
writing need not be set forth in the indictment, and if any part of it varied or 
controlled the sense of the matter alleged to be seditious, the onus is upon the 
defendant to show it (Re Crowe (1848), 3 Cox, C. C, 123). 

(fc) The libel Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 96), s. 6, and the Newspaper Libel and 
Registration Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yiot. c. 60), s. 4, do not apply to seditious libels 
(R, V. Duffy (1846), 2 Cox, C. 0. 45 ; Ex parte O'Brien (1883), 16 Cox, C. 0, 180 
(Ir.) ; R. V. McHugh, [1901] 2 I R. 669), 
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publication of a newspaper, for any libel published therein without 
the order of a judge in chambers being first obtained ; the person 
accused is entitled to notice of an application for such an order and 
to be heard thereon (Z). 

908. In all prosecutions for libel the jury are competent to give 
their verdict upon the whole matter in issue, and cannot be 
required or directed by the judge to find a defendant guilty on 
proof of the publication of the libel by the defendant and of the 
result ascribed to the libel in the indictment (vx)» 

909. A seditious intention is an intention — (1) to bring into hatred 
or contempt, or to excite disaffection against, the King or the Govern- 
ment and Constitution of the United Kingdom, or either House of 
Parliament, or the administration of justice (n); or (2) to excite the 
King’s^ subjects to attempt, otherwise than by lawful means, the 
alteration of any matter in Church or State by law established ; or 
(3) to incite any person to commit any crime in disturbance of 
the peace ; or (4) to raise discontent or disaffection amongst His 
Majesty’s subjects ; or (5) to promote feelings of ill will and hostility 
between different classes of such subjects (o). 

But an intention is not seditious if the object is to show that the 
King has been misled or mistaken in his measures, or to point 
out errors or defects in the Government or Constitution with a view 
to their reformation, or to excite the subjects to attempt by lawful 
means the alteration of any matter in Church or State by law 
established, or to point out, in order to their removal, matters which 
are producing, or have a tendency to produce, feelings of hatred 
and ill will between classes of the King’s subjects (j>). 

In this as in other offences a person is deemed to intend the 
consequences which would naturally follow from his conduct at the 
time, and in the circumstances, in which the words were used. 

910. By statute (q) a person is guilty of a misdemeanour who 
maliciously and advisedly, by writing, printing, preaching or otlier 
speaking, expresses, publishes, utters, declares or affirms (1) that 
there lies any obligation upon himself or any other person what- 


(/) Law of Libel Amendment Act, 1888 (01 & 52 Viet. c. s. 8. As to 
newspaper reports of proceediugs at public meetiugs, seo title LiiiEL and 
Slander. 

(m) Libel Act, 1792 (32 Geo. 3, c. 60), s. 1. 

(rj) See li, v. Lambert (1810), 2 Camp. 398 ; R, v. Tutcltin (1704). 14 State Tr, 
1095; R, v. CohheU (1804), 29 State Tr. 1; R.v, Wilkes (1110), 4 Burr. 2627 ; R, 
V. Harvey (1823), 2 B. & C. 257 ; R. v. M'lhujh, [1901] 21. R. 509 ; and cases 
cited, p. 460, ante, 

(o) R. V. M^Huyhy supra, atp. 678. 

(p) The above statement of the law upon the subject of sedition is taken 
almost verbatim from Stephen’s Digest of Criminal Law, 6th ed., pp. 70, 71, 
which is partly taken from the Criminal Libel Act, 1819 (60 Geo. 3 & 1 Geo. 4, 
c. 8), s. 1. The corresponding passage in the first edition of that work, pp. 56, 
66, which is in substantially the same terms, was approved and adopts by 
Cave, J., in R, v. Burns (1886), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 365, and by the King’s Bench 
Division in Ireland in R, v. ATHugh, supra. See also R, v. Sullivan (1868). 
11 Cox, 0. C. 44 (Ir.). As to the difference between high treason and sedition, 
see 1 East, P. C. 48. 

{q) Stat. (1661), 13 Car. 2, stat. 1, c. 1, s. 8, 
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soever from any oath, covenant or engagement to endeavour a 
change of government either in Church or State, or (2) that both 
Houses or either House of Parliament have or has a legislative 
power without the King; the punishment for this offence is the 
penalty of prcemunire. No person may be prosecuted for this 
statutory offence without an order of the King under the sign 
manual or ot the Privy Council, and the prosecution must be com- 
menced within six months next alter the offence committed, and 
the indictment must he found within three months alter the 
commencement of the prosecution (r). 

911. Every person is by statute («) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
maliciously and directly by preaching, teaching, or advised speaking 
declares that any person has any right to the Crown otherwise than 
according to the statutes (Oby which the succession is regulated, or 
that the Kings or Queens of the realm, with authority of Parliament, 
are not able to make laws to limit and bind the Crown and its 
descent. The punishment for the offence is the penalty of 
prmmnnive (u). An information for any such words spoken must be 
laid on oath before a justice within three days; the prosecution 
must be commenced within three months, and two credible witnesses 
are necessary (x). 

None of the above offences is triable at quarter sessions ( 3 /). 

StJii-SECT. 2. — Inciting to Muting, 

912. Every person is by statute {z) guilty of a felony who 
maliciously and advisedly endeavours ( 1 ) to seduce any person 
serving in His Majesty's forces by sea or land from his duty and 
allegiance, or ( 2 ) incites such person to commit any act of mutiny 
or to make or endeavour to make a mutinous assembly, or to 
commit any traitorous or mutinous practice. These offences are 
punishable by penal servitude tor life or for not less than three 
years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for not more 
than two years (a). 

(r) Stat. (1661) 13 Car. 2, stat. 1, c. 1, s. 4. 

(s) Succession to the Crown Act, 1707 (6 Ann. c. 41), s. 2. 

(t) Namely, Bill of Eights (1688) (1 Will. & Mar., sess. 2, c. 2); Act of Settle- 

ment (11 & 12 Will. 3, c. 2); and the Union with Scotland Act, 1706 (6 Ann. 

all). ^ 

(u) Succession to the Crown Act, 1707 (6 Ann. c. 41), s. 2. As to the 
penalty of prcemunire, see note (a) on p. 409. 

S Succession to the Crown Act, 1707 (6 Ann. 0 . 41), ss. 2, 3. 

Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1. 

U) Incitement to Mutiny Act, 1797 (37 Geo. 3, c. 70), s. 1. 

(a) Punishment of Offences Act, 1837 (7 WiU. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 91), s. 1 : Penal 
Servitude Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 3), ss. 2, 3 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet, c.^ 69), a. 1. ^ These offences ore not triable at quarter sessions. 
Any person subject to military law who (1) causes, or conspires to cause, 
a mutiny or sedition in Ilis Majesty^s regular or auxiliary forces ; or 
(2) endeavours to seduce any person in such forces from his allegiance or 
to pei^uade aiy person in such forces to join in any mutiny or sedition ; or 
(3) joins in or does not use his utmost endeavours to suppress such a mutiny or 
sedition ; or (4), if an intended mutiny or sedition has come to knowledge, 
fails without delay to inform his commanding officer thereof, is, on convictmn 
by court*martial, liable to suffer death or such less punisl^ent as is mentioned 
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It must be proved that the accused knew that the person whom 
he attempted to seduce was a person serving in the sea or land 
forces (Jb). A soldier or sailor is serving in such forces, although 
lie is at the time in the Jjospital, and not in the receipt ol pay, and 
not liable to be tried by court-martial (c). 

Sub-Sect. 3 . — Unlawful Oaiht. 


Sect. 2. 

Offences 

against 

Public 

Tran- 

qniUitj, 


913. Every person is guilty of a misdemeanour at common law, Administer- 
punishable with fine and imprisonment without hard labour, who 
administers an oath not being duly authorised by law to do so, authorit/. 
whether the oath is innocent in itself or otherwise (d). 


914 . A person is by statute (^) guilty of felony (1) who in Administer- 
any form administers or causes to be administered or assists or is 
present at and consenting to the administering or taking of any purpose# etc. 
oath or engagement purporting or intended to bind the persons 
taking it to engage in any mutinous or seditious purpose, or to 
disturb the peace, or to be of any society formed for such purpose, 
or to obey tlie orders of any committee or body not lawfully 
constituted, or of any leader not having authority by law for that 
purpose, or not to inform or give evidence against any associate or 
other person, or not to reveal any unlawful combination or any 
illegal act done or to be done or any illegal oath or engagement or 
its import ; or (2) who takes any such oath without being compelled 
thereto. 

The ** unlawful combination ” mentioned above is not confined to 
seditious or mutinous societies, but extends to all societies of an 
illegal nature (/). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not 
more than seven years, or for not less than three years, or 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for not more than 
two years (^). 


in the Army Act (Ajiny Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 58), s. 7). As to mutinies 
by seamen of the lioyal Navy, soe Naval Discipline Act, 1860 (29 & 30 Viet, 
c, 109), 88. 10 — 19. A civilian who persuades or assists a soldier to desert, 
or who knowingly conceals a deserter, or aids in rescuing him, is liable on 
summary conviouon to impnsonment with or without hard labour for 
six months (Anny Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. o. 58), s. 153). See also title 
Boyal Forces. 

E R. V. Fuller (1797), 2 Leach, 790, 798. 

R, V. Tierney (1804), Buss. & Ky. 74. 

3 Co. Inst. 165 ; R. v. Eadon (1813), 31 State Tr. 1004, 1069. This offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. o. 38), 
8. 1). See also p. 497, post, as to the statutory offence of administering 
unnecessary oaths. 

(c) Unlawful Oaths Act, 1797 (37 Geo. 3, c. 123), s. 1. 

(/) R. V. Lovelass (1834), 6 0. & P. 590; R. y. Dixon (1834), 6 0. & P. 
601; see also R. y. Marks (1802), 6 East, 157; R. y. Brodribb (1816), 6 
0. & P. 671, where the oath was to observe secrecy as to a night poaching 
expedition. As to unlawful societies, see p. 466, post, 

(g) Unlawful Oaths Act, 1797 (37 Geo. 3, o. 1^), s. 1 ; Penal Servitude Act, 
1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. As to the form of an indictment for the offence, 
see R, y. Moors (1801), 6 East, 419, n., 0. 0. E. A person who is tried and 
acquits or convict(^ for an offence against this Act cannot be indicted 
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916. A person is by statute (h) guilty of felony who adminis- 
ters etc. or takes without being compelled, any oath or engagement 
purporting or intending to bind the person who takes it to commit 
any treason or murder or any felony which in 1812 was punishable 
by law with death. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (i). This offence is not triable 
at quarter sessions {k). 

If the oath is taken under compulsion, the person taking it will 
not be excused, unless within fourteen days he gives information on 
oath to a justice of the peace or to a Secretary of State or Privy 
Councillor, or, if the person who took the oath is in His Majesty’s 
forces, to his commanding oflScer (Z). 

Sub*Sect. 4. — Unlawful Societies, 

916. There are certain societies which are by statute (m) de- 
clared to be unlawful combinations or confederacies. They are — 
(1) societies whose members are required to take any oath or 
engagement prohibited by the Unlawful Oaths Act, 1797 (n), or the 
Unlawful Oaths Act, 1812 (o) ; (2) societies the members whereof 
are required to take any oath, test, or declaration not authorised by 
law, or which have committees or ofiScers not known to the society 
at large, or the names of whose members are kept secret from each 
other, or which are composed of different branches acting distinctly 
from each other or having separate officers, or which appoint 
delegates to confer with any other society or club or to induce 
persons to join them(p). 

Any person who becomes or acts as a member of any such society 


again for the same offence as high treason or misprision of treason, but a person 
guilty of an offence against the Act, if not tried for that offence, may be tried 
for high treason or misprision of treason (i7;td., s. 7). 

(h) Unlawful Oaths Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, c. 104), s. 1 ; Punishment of 
Offences Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 91), s. 1. 

(t) Ibid., Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

(k) Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. o. 38), s. 1. 

(Z) Unlawful Oaths Act, 1812 (62 Geo. 3, c. 104), s. 2. 

(m) Unlawful Societies Act, 1799 (39 Geo. 3, c. 79), s. 2 ; Seditious Meetings 
Act, 1817 (57 Geo. 3, o. 19), s. 26. There are exceptions in favour of Free- 
masons* lodges (Unlawful Societies Act, 1799 (39 Geo. 3, o. 79), ss. 6~7 ; 
Seditious Meetings Act, 1817 (57 Geo. 3, c. 19), s. 26), if certain formalities are 
comjdied with, the Society of Quakers, and societies formed for purposes of a 
religious or charitable nature only in which no other business is discussed (s. 2) 
Seditious Meetings Act, 1817 (67 Geo. 3, c. 19), s. 27). By the Friendly Societies 
Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. c. 25), s. 32, registered friendly societies are not to be 
affected by the above statutes, if no other business is discussed at their meetings 
than that which relates to the objects of the society, and if, when required by 
two justices, they ^ive full information of the nature, objects, proceeaings and 
practices of the society. In s. 1 of the Unlawful Societies Act, 1799 (39 Geo. 3, 
0 . 79), certain societies axe expressly named as unlawful, but these have now 
ceased to exist. 

(n) 37 Geo. 3, c. 123. 
to) 62 Geo. 3, c. 104. 

(p) Unlawful Societies Act, 1799 (39 Geo. 8 , o. 79), f* 2 ; Seditious Meetings 
Act, 1817 (67 Geo. 3, a. 19), s. 26. 
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or directly or indirectly maintains correspondence or intercourse Sect. 2. 
with it or any division etc. of it, or aids, abets, or supports such a Offences 
society or any of its members or officers as such, is guilty against 
of a misdemeanour (q). Proceedings can only be taken in the Pobllc 
name of one of the law officers of the Crown (»•). 

The punishment for this offence upon conviction or indictment 
is penal servitude for not more than seven nor less than three 
years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for not more 
than two years (s). A person who knowingly permits any meeting 
of any society which is an unlawful combination or confederacy, or 
of any division etc. of such society, to be held in any house etc. 
belonging to him or in his possession or occupation commits an 
offence for which be is liable to forfeit £5; if he commits such 
offence a second time, he is to be deemed guilty of an unlawful 
combination and conspiracy in breach of the Seditious Meetings 
Act (0. 

Sub-Seot. 5. — Unlawful Drilling, 

917. All meetings and assemblies of persons for the purpose of UDiawful 
training or drilling themselves or of being trained or drilled to the drilling, 
use of arms or practising military evolutions without lawful 
authority from the King or the lord lieutenant or two justices of 
the county are prohibited by law (w). 

A person who attends such a meeting for the purpose of drill- 
ing others commits a misdemeanour and is liable to penal servitude 
for not more than seven nor less than three years, or to imprison- 
ment with or without hard labour for not more than two years ; 
a person who attends such a meeting for the purpose of being 
drilled is liable to be lined and to be imprisoned for not more than 
two years {x). 

The prosecution must be commenced within six months after the 
commission of the offence {y). 

Any justice, or constable, or peace oflScer, or any person acting 
in the aid of such justice etc., may disperse any such meeting and 
arrest any persons present at or aiding any such meeting {z). 

Drilling is not illegal, if it is merely to enable persons to march 
in a procession with ease and regularity (a), 

(5) Unlawful Societies Act, 1799 (39 Geo. 3, c. 79), s. 2. 

(r) Seditious Meetings Act, 1840 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 33), s. 1. 

(a) Unlawful Societies Act, 1799 (39 Geo. 3, c. 79), s. 8 ; Seditious Meetings 
Act, 1817 (67 Geo. 3, c. 19), s. 2b ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (o4 & 65 Viet, 
c. 69), s. 1. The accused may be proceeded against summarily, in which case the 
punishment is three mouths’ imprisonment or a fine of £20 {ibid.). These 
offences are not triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 
(6 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1). 

(<) Seditious Meetings Act, 1817 (67 Geo. 3, c. 19), s. 28. This offence is not 
triaole at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet. c. 38), 

8 . 1. 

(u) Unlawful Drilling Act, 1819 (60 Geo. 3 & 1 Geo. 4, c. 1), s. 1. 

{x) Ibid., s. 1 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This 
offence is not triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet, 
c. 38), 8. 1). 

(y) Unlawful Drilling Act, 1819 (60 Geo. 3 & 1 (3eo. 4, c. 1), s. 7. 

(z) Ibid., 8. 2. 

(a) E. T. Euni (1820), 1 State Ir. (sr* s.) 171> 446. As to the form of 
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Every person who makes or sells arms knowing that they are^ to 
be used for an unlawful purpose is guilty of a misdemeanour which 
is punishable by fine or imprisonment (b). 

Sub -Sect. 6. — Going Armed* 

918. Everyone is by statute (c) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
comes before the King’s justices or other his ministers during their 
office with force and arms, or brings force ‘‘in affray of the peace,” 
or goes armed by night or day in any fair, market, or in the presence 
of the King’s justices or other ministers, or elsewhere, in such a 
manner as to terrify the King’s subjects (d). 

The punishment is forfeiture of the arms carried and imprison- 
ment at the King’s pleasure (c^). 

A man who has been threatened is not justified in going 
armed in public under such circumstances as to terrify others. But 
it is no offence for persons to wear common weapons upon occasions 
in which it is the common practice to wear them, where there can 
be no suspicion of an intention to commit any act of violence or 
disturbance of the peace (/). 


Sub-Sect. 7. — Breach of the Peace- 

Affray. 919. If two or more persons fight in a public place to the terror of 

the King’s subjects, this constitutes an affray and is a misdemeanour 
at common law, punishable with fine and imprisonment without 
hard labour (7). Fighting in a private place, or at some distance 
from the highway in a place where no others are present than 
those who are aiding and abetting, does not amount to an affray (/t), 
but an assembly for such a purpose is unlawful, and the parties 
concerned may be convicted of assault, or of taking part in on 
unlawful assembly. 

i>uel§ A duel fought in a public place is an affray; and, whether it be 

fought in public or in private, it is a misdemeanour at common 
law, even though no injuries are inflicted (i). 

indictment in cases under this statute, see Gogarty v. K (1849), 3 Cox, C. 0. 
306 (Ir,). 

(b) R. v. Knowles (1820), 1 State Tr. (n. 8.) 498; R. v. Morris (1820), ibid, 
622, 626. 

(c) Stat. (1328) 2 Edw. 3, c. 3. The statute contains exceptions in favour of the 
King’s servants and officers, and of those who are summoned upon a c^ for 
ai-ms to keep the peace. The offence of going armed to terrify the King’s 
subjects is also a common law misdemeanour. 

(d) KnighVs (Sir John) Case (1686), 3 Mod. Rep. 117 ; R, v. DeivJnirst (1820), 
1 State Tr. (n. s.) 629. The statute has in modem times been applied to a case of 
discharging firearms in a public street (R, v. Meade (1903), 19 T. L. R. 640, 
Wills, J.). 

(e) Stat, (1328) 2 Edw. 3, 0 . 3. The offence is, it seems, triable at quarter 
sessions. 

(/) 3 Co. Inst. 160 et seq, ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28, ss. 8, 9; Bill of Rights 
(1688) (1 Will. & Mar., sess. 2, c. 2). 

(p) Termes de la Ley, tit. Affray; 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 28, s. 1. The word is 
from Er, **efrayer,^' to put in fear. The indictment must allege that 
the fighting was in a public street or place (R. v. O'Neill (1871), 6 I. R. 

\h) il.’ v. Iltwt (1845), 1 Cox, C. 0. 177. 

(0 3 Co. Inst. 167 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28, s. 21 ; Post. 297. See also, as to 
duelling, p. 61Sf poet. 
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Quarrelsome and threatening words will not in themselves amount 
to an affray (k). 

920. It is a common law misdemeanour verbally or in writing 
either to challenge a person to fight or to endeavour to provoke a 
person to give such a challenge (0* No amount of provocation will 
excuse the offender (m). If a challenge, or a letter inciting to a 
challenge, be written and sent, it is immaterial that it was not 
received by the person to whom it was addressed (w). 

921. The above offences are triable at quarter sessions (o), and 
are punishable with fine and imprisonment without hard labour (p). 

Sub-Sect. 8 . — Unlawful Asaembliea, 

922. An unlawful assembly (q) is an assembly of three or more 
persons with intent either to commit a crime by open force or to 
carry out any common purpose, lawful or unlawful, in such a 
manner as to give firm and courageous persons (r) in the neigli- 
bourhood of such assembly reasonable grounds to apprehend a 
breach of the peace in consequence of it(s). To take part in an 
unlawful assembly is a common law misdemeanour, punishable 
with fine and imprisonment without hard labour (t), 

923. An assembly which was originally lawful may become unlaw- 
ful, if a proposal is made at such meeting to do an act of violence to 
the disturbance of the public peace and such proposal is acted 
upon(t0. If persons are assembled for an innocent purpose and 
with no intention of carrying it out unlawfully, as, e,g., for the 
purpose of a peaceable street procession, their meeting is not 
rendered unlawful by the fact that they may have good reason 
to believe that their proceedings will be opposed and a broach of 
the peace be committed by those opposing them (v). But persons 
so assembled are guilty of a misdemeanour, if they have determined 
to carry out their purpose by themselves using force (u?). 


Sect. 2. 
Offences 
against 
Public 
Tran- 
quillity. 

Challenges. 


Punibhinent. 


Unlawful 

assembly. 


Wlint consti- 
tutes. 


(k) 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 28, b. 2, 

h) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28, e. 3 ; Stophon, Digest Criminal Law, 6tli od., 54 ; li, 
V. Philipps (1805), 6 East, 464. 

(m) IL V. Mice (1803), 3 East, 581. 

[n) V. Williama (1810), 2 Camp. 506. 

(g) Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1. 

(p) See p. 410, anfe. 

{q) The above definition is taken from Stephen, Digest Criminal Law, 6th 0(L, 
55 ; see also 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 28, ss. 9, 10. 

(r) K V. Vinc&iit (1839), 9 0. &. P. 91. 

(e) M. V. Hunt (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 560; Medford v. Birley (1822), 1 State Tr, 
(n. s.) 1071, 1217, n., 1227; M, v. Graham and Burns (1888), 16 Cox, C. 0* 
420. 

(<) This offence is triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 
(6 & 6 Viet. 0 . 38), 8. 1), The power to give hard labour in case of a conviction 
lor a riot does not, it seems, extend to a conviction for an unlawful assoinbly 
(Hard Labour Act, 1822 (3 Geo. 4, c. 114)). 

(u) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28, s. 8 ; M. v. Graham and Burm^ supra, at p. 434. 

\v] Beatty v. Gilllauks (1882), 9 Q. B, D. 308; M. v. Clarkson (1892), 17 Cox, 
0. C. 483, 0. 0. B. 

{w) M, V. Graham and Burns, supra, at p. 433. 
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Snrr. 2. 

Offences 

against 

PnbUc 

Tran- 

anillity. 

Defence of a 
man's house. 

Prise- 

tight iog. 


Taking part 
in unlawful 
assembly. 


Meetings 
within a 
mile of 
Westminster 
UaU. 


Tumultuous 

petitioning. 


A man may gather together his friends and servants to defend 
his own house against persons threatening to enter it unlaw- 
fully {x)y but it is unlawful for him to assemble his friends for the 
defence of bis person against those who threaten to beat him out- 
side his house, as when he is on his way to market, for it is then 
his duty to appeal to the protection of the law (a). 

924. Prize-fighting is illegal, and a meeting for the purpose of 
holding a prize-fight is an unlawful assembly, and all persons 
present for the purpose of encouraging the principals to fight may 
be convicted of the offence of taking part in an unlawful 
assembly or of an assault (b). 

926. All persons who convene or who take part in the proceedings 
of an unlawful assembly are guilty of the offence of taking part 
in an unlawful assembly. Persons present by accident or from 
curiosity alone without taking any part in the proceedings are not 
guilty of that offence (c), even though such persons possess the 
power of stopping the assembly and fail to exercise such power ((?). 

926. Meetings are unlawful which consist of more than fifty 
persons assembled in any street, square, or open place within one 
mile from Westminster Hall for the purpose or on the pretext of 
considering or preparing any petition, complaint, remonstrance, 
declaration, or other address to the King or to both Houses or either 
House of Parliament for alteration of matters in Church or State or 
which are convened for any day on which either House of Parliament 
shall meet and sit, or shall be summoned, adjourned, or prorogued 
to meet or sit, or for any day on which the High Court of Justice 
meets at the Royal Courts of Justice (e). 

Meetings for the election of members of Parliament, and of 
persons attending upon the business of Parliament or at the High 
Court, are not unlawful (/). 

927. Anyone is by statute (g) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
repairs to the King, or to both or either of the Houses of Parlia- 
ment, upon pretence of presenting or delivering any petition etc,, 


(x) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28, s. 10; but apparently be must not do so for the 
purpose of defending his close {li, v. Bangor [BUhop) (1796), 1 Bussell on Crimes, 
6th ed., 6701 

(а) 1 Hale, P. 0. 647 ; Y. B. 21 Hen. 7, 39a; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28, s. 10; 

It. V. Soley 11 Mod. Bep. 115, 116. This principle does not apply to cases 

of sudden emergency, in which the bystanders are entitled to intervene to prevent 
an assault (1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28, ss. 11, 12), 

(б) R. V. Billingham (1825), 2 0. & P. 234 ; see the observations of Cave, J., 
on tnis case in R. v. Coney (l882), 8 Q. B. D. 534, 542. As to prize-fighting, 
see also p. 582, poet 

(c) R. V. Rankn (1848), 6 State Tr. (n. s.) 711, 789. 

(a) R, V. Atkinson (1869), 11 Cox, C. 0. 330, per Kelly, O.B. But their mere 
presence will in the absence of explanation probably afford some evidence of 
participation (B. v. Coney, supra), 

U) Seditious Meetings Act, 1817 (57 Geo. 3, o. 19), s. 23. 

(/) Ihid, As to disturbance of public meetings, see Public Meeting Act, 
1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 66). 

(g) 13 Car. 2, stat. 1, c. 6,s. 1. SeeAv. Gordon {Lord George) {11 Sl)^ 2Doug. 
(K. B.) 591, 592. 
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accompanied with an excessive number of persons, or at one time Sbct- 2 . 
with more than ten persons. Offences 

The offenders must be prosecuted within six months of the against 
offences being committed. The evidence of two credible witnesses Public 
is required {h). Tran- 


The penalty for this offence is £100 and three months’ 
imprisonment (i). 

It is not, however, unlawful for persons not exceeding ten in 
number to present any public or private complaint to any member 
of Parliament, or to the King, for any remedy to be had thereon ; 
nor is it unlawful for members of Parliament to present any 
address to the King during the sitting of Parliament (A;), 

Sob-Sect. 9.— iJoiit and Biot, 

928. A rout is a disturbance of the peace by persons assembling Bout, 
together with an intention to do anything which, if it be executed, 

will make them rioters, and who actually make a motion towards 
the execution of it (1). A rout in itself constitutes a common law 
misdemeanour which is punishable by fine and imprisonment, but 
where the intention is in any degree effected, it is usually prosecuted 
as a riot. 

929. A riot is a tumultuous disturbance of the peace by three or Riot, 
more persons (m), who assemble together, without lawful authority, 
with an intent mutually to assist one another against any who 
shall oppose them in the execution of some enterprise of a private 
nature (;i), and who afterwards actually begin or execute the same in 

a violent and turbulent manner to the terror of the people (o). It is 
immaterial whether the enterprise intended was of itself lawful or 
unlawful (p), and it is sufficient if only one person was put in fear ( 7 ), 

If persons meet on a lawful occasion but suddenly quarrel and 
fight, this is not a riot, but is an affray, of which only those 
are guilty who actually engage in it. If the persons so present 
form themselves into parties upon the dispute arising, with promises 
of mutual assistance, and then make an affray, they are guilty of a 
riot. 

(A) 18 Car. 2, stat. 1, c. 5, 8. 1. By virtue of this statute the offence is triable 
at quarter sessions, but see Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), 

6 . 1 . 

(t) Ibid, 

(k) Ibid. 

\l) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28, s. 8 ; Stephen, Digest Criminal Law, 6th ed., 56. 

As to the duties and powers of justices and others in suppressing unlav^fui 
assemblies and riots, see p. 472, post. A rout is triable at quarter sessions. 

(m) R. V. Scott (1761), 3 Burr. 1262. 

(n) If the enterprise is of a public nature, the offence amounts to treason 
(p. 453, ante). 

( 0 ) R. V. Hughes (1830), 4 C. & P. 373 ; Field v. Metropolitan Police [Receiver), 

[1907] 2 K. B. 853. . . , 

[p) 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 28, ss. 1, 7; Stephen, Digest Criminal Law, 66; R. 7 
Graham and Bums (i888), 16 Cox, C. 0. 420, 427. 

[q) R. V. Phillips (1842), 2 Mood. 0. C. 252. It would seem that where in the 
course of the tumultuous assembly an act of violence is done, it is not necessary 
to allege in the indictment that the proceeding was in terrorem populi {R. T. Solest 
(1707), 11 Mod. Eep. 116, per Holt, C.J., at p. 117). 
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SSOT. 2. 

Ofiesces 

against 

PnbUc 

Tran- 

quillity. 


Riot Act. 


If persons are gathered on an innocent occasion, and a sudden 
proposal is made that they should go in a body to do any act of 
violence, e.g^t to pull down a house, and such motion is agreed 
to and executed, this constitutes a riot(r).^ Where the meeting 
is for the purpose of enforcing a claim of right, as, e,g,f by pulling 
down an alleged unlawful inclosure, this does not amount to a 
riot, provided no excessive number of persons are present and 
there is no use of threatening words or gestures or of more violence 
than is necessary for the purpose (»). 

All persons who take part in a riot are guilty of a misdemeanour 
at common law, which is punishable by fine and imprisonment 
with or without hard labour (t). 

930. If any persons to the number of twelve or more are 
unlawfully, riotously, and tumultuously assembled together to the 
disturbance of the public peace, it is the duty of the justices of 
the peace, or the sheriff or under-sheriff of the county, or the 
mayor, bailiff, or other head officer, or justices of the peace of any 
city or town corporate where such assembly is gathered, to go to 
the place where the rioters are assembled and make a proclamation 
in a prescribed form ordering them to disperse (i?). If persons to 
the number of twelve or more unlawfully, riotously, and tumul- 
tuously remain or continue together for one hour after such 
proclamation is made (a), they are guilty of felony {b). An indict- 
ment based on the Kiot Act need not allege that the assembly was 
to the public terror (c). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years {d). 


(r) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28, s. 3 ; Stephen, Digest Criminal Law, Cth od., 66 ; 
Anon. (1703), 6 Mod. Hep. 43. 

(«) R. V. Soley (1707), 11 Mod. Eep. 116 ; Clifford v. Brandon (1810), 2 Camp. 
858, 369, 870. 

{t) Hard ^bour Act, 1822 (3 Geo. 4, c. 114), The offence is triable at 
quarter sessions (Quaiter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Yict. c. 38), s. 1). 

(v) Riot Act, i714 (1 Geo. 1, stat. 2, c. 6). The following is the form pro- 
Bcribod by s. 2 of that Act : — “ Our sovereign lord the King chargeth and 
commandeth all persons, being assembled, immediately to disperse themselves, 
and peaceably to depai-t to their habitations or to their lawful business upon 
the pains contained in the Act made in the first year of King George for 
preventing tumults and riotous assemblies. God save the King.** The same 
section provides that the proclamation ia to be made amongst the rioters, or as 
near to them as the justice can safely come, with a loud voice, and after he 
has commanded silence while the proclamation is made. The words of the 
statutory proclamation must be read verbatim {R. v. Child (1830), 4 C, & P, 
442, where a prosecution for felony based on the Riot Act failed, because the 
words ** God save the King** were omitted from the proclamation). 

(а) If the proclamation is made more than once, the hour will be computed 
from the time of the first reading {R. v. Woolcock (1833), 5 C. & P. 616). The 
fact that the accused has absent^ himself for a minute or two is no defence, if 
he substantially continued making part of the assembly for the hour (R. y. 
/amcfl (1831), 1 Russell on Crimes, 673 — 4). 

(б) Riot Act, 1714 (1 Geo. 1, stat. 2, c. 6), s. 1. 

(c) R. V. Jamt9 (1831) 6 C. & P. 153. 

(d) Punishment of Offences Act, 1837 (7 Will 4 & 1 Yict, o. 91), s. 1 ; 
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931. A person who wilfully and knowingly opposes, obstructs, 
hinders, or hurts any person beginning or going to make such 
proclamation whereby such proclamation is not made, is, with 
the persons who remain for one hour after knowledge of such 
obstruction, guilty of felony and punishable in the same way (e). 

932 . Proceedings for offences under this statute must be com- 
menced within twelve months after the commission of the 
offence (/). 

A riot is none the less a riot because the statutory proclamation 
has not been made. If the proclamation is not made, the common 
law offence remains (g). 

933 . All persons are by statute (h) guilty of felony who, being 
riotously and tumultuously assembled together to the disturbance 
of the public peace, unlawfully and with force demolish or begin 
to demolish, pull down and destroy any church or other place of 
divine worship or any house or other building, or any machinery 
employed in any manufacture or in mining. 

934 . Seamen, keelmen, casters, ship carpenters, or other persons 
are by statute (i) guilty of a misdemeanour who, being riotously 
assembled together to the number of three or more, unlawfully and 
with force prevent or obstruct the loading, unloading, sailing or 
navigating of any ship or other vessel ; or unlawfully board a ship 
to prevent or obstruct the loading, unloading, sailing or navigating 
thereof. 

The punishment for this offence upon conviction is imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for not more than twelve months (a). 

The prosecution must be commenced within twelve months after 
the commission of the offence (b). 

935 . Any private person may lawfully appease riots and may 
make use of w^eapons for that purpose. Officers of justice are 
entitled to call upon private persons to assist them in suppressing 
a riot, and if such persons refuse, they are liable on indictment to 
fine and imprisonment (c). 
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Penal Servitude Act, 1807 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 3), s. 2 ; Penal Servitude Att, 1891 
(54 & 65 Viet. c. G9), s. 1. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions 
(Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & G Viet. c. 38), s. 1). 

(e) Riot Act, 1714 (1 Geo. 1, stat, 2, c. 6), s. 6. 

(/) Ibid., 8. 8. 

(g) R. V. Fursey (1833), 6 0. & P. 81. 

(h) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 t24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 11. 

(i) Shipping Offences Act, 1793 (33 Geo. 3, c. G7), ss. 1 — 8. A person who 
offends the second time is guilty of a felony, and is Uablo to penal servitude for 
not more than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (ibid., s. 3 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. 0 69), 8. 1). The offence is triable at quarter sessions (Shipping 
Offences Act, 1793 (33 Geo. 3, c. 67), ss. 1, 3). 

(a) Shipping Offences Act, 1793 (33 Geo. 3, c. 67), s. 1. 

(5) Ibid., 8. 8. 

(c) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28, s. 11 ; R. v. Finney (1832), 5 C. & P. 254, 261. 263; 
R, V. Brown (1841), Oar. & M. 314 ; R, v. SheriocJc (i866), L. R. 1 (J. C. R. 20, 
The indictment may be preferred at quarter sessions. 
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CBrttiNAL Law and PeocedVeb. 

Power is given by statute (d) to justices of the peace and the 
sheriff or under-sheriff to arrest rioters, with the potse comitatwi 
if need be, and to record what they shall find to have been done in 
their presence against the law, and by such record the offenders 
may be convicted in the same manner and form as under the 
Statute of Forcible Entries (e). It is the duty of sheriffs, under- 
sheriffs, justices of the peace, and constables to do all that in them 
lies to suppress riots, and if they negligently fail to take proper steps 
for that purpose, they are punishable % fine or imprisonment (/). 

A peace officer is required to act as a man of ordinary prudence, 
firmness, and activity would act. A reasonable fear may excuse 
him, if it is a fear arising from such danger as would affect a firm 
man. He is entitled to call the military, as also any other citizens, 
to his assistance, but he is not bound to go with them (g). 

A justice of the peace is only justified in dispersing a meeting 
which is in fact unlawful ; it is not sufficient that he had reason- 
able grounds for believing, and did in fact believe, it to be unlawful, 
unless he also had reasonable grounds to believe that the peace 
would be broken if the meeting were not dispersed (h). 

Sub-Sect. 10 . — Forcible Entry and Detainer, 

936. Any person is guilfcy of a misdemeanour both at common 
law (i) and by statute (j) who enters forcibly upon any lands or 
tenements without due warrant of law {k). 

In order to constitute the offence it is not necessary that there 
should be actual violence to the person of anyone. It is sufficient, 
if there is any kind of violence in the manner of entry, as by 
breaking open the doors of a house, whether any person be therein 
or not, or by threats to those in possession giving them just cause 
to fear that bodily hurt will be done to them, if they do not give up 
possession, or by going to the premises armed or with such an 

[d) (1411) 13 Hen. 4, c. 7, a. 1. The statute also contains provisions for the 
conviction, after due proclamation, of rioters in their absence ; see also stat. 
(1393) 17 Ric. 2, c. 8. 

U) See infra, 

(/) (1414) 2 Hen. 5, stat. 1, c. 8 ; E, v. Kennett (1781), 5 0. & P. 282, n. ; It. v. 
Finney (1832), 5 0. & P. 254; If, v. Neale (1839), 9 0. & P. 431 ; see also B. v. 
Graham and Burns (1888), 16 Cox, C. 0. 420, 430. The offence is triable at 
quarter sessions. 

(?) Ihid. 

Qi) O' Kelly V. Harvey (1883), 15 Cox, C. C. 435, 0. A. ; compare Beatty y, 
Gillbanks (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 308, 

(t) B, V. Bla^ (1765), 3 Burr. 1731 ; B, v. Wilson (1799), 8 Term Rep. 357 ; 
see, however, 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 28, s, 2. 

(i) Stat, (138p 6 Rio. 2, stat. 1, c. 7, which forbids that any man should 
make any entry into any lands or tenements except in case where entiy is given 
by the law ; and in such case not with strong hand, nor with multitude of 
people, but only in peaceable and ea^ manner; see also stats. 16 Rio. 2, c. 2 
(1391), 4 Hen. 4, o. 8 (1402), and 8 Hen. 6, o. 9 (1429). A sheriff or other 
officer who is acting in execution of a judgment of a court of law ordering 
delivery of possession of property is entitled to use force, if he is resisted in the 
execution of the judgment (see Sheriffs Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 651, s. 8 (2) ). 
Resistance to the sheriff in such circumstances is a statutory misaemeanour, 
punishable with fine and imprisonment {ibid,), 

(k) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28. It is doubtful whether an infant can be guilty of 
this offence (see note (?) on p. 240, anU), 
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unusual number of persons as plainly to show that force will be 
resorted to(Z). A mere trespass will not support an indictment 
for forcible entry. There must be proof of either such force, or 
such show of force, as is calculated to prevent any resistance (m). 

937. Entry obtained through an unclosed window or by opening a 
door with a key, or by means of threats to despoil a man’s goods (n), 
or by enticing the owner out of possession or excluding him when 
he is out (o), is not a forcible entry. 

A person is not guilty of forcible entry who, although pretending 
title to land, merely passes over it, with or without attendants 
armed or unarmed, on his way to church, or to market, or for such 
like purpose, providing he does no act which either expressly 
or impliedly amounts to a claim to the lands (p). If a man enters 
peaceably into a house, but turns the occupant out of possession 
by force, this may be a forcible entry (g). If a man enters with force 
to distrain for rent in arrear, this is a forcible entry, for although he 
does not claim the land itself, he claims a right out of it (?*). 

A lessee who with force resists a distress for rent, or who 
forestalls (s) or rescues the distress, is guilty of a forcible detainer (t). 

The offence of forcible entry may be committed with regard to 
ecclesiastical possessions, as churches, vicarages, or tithes (u). 

There can be no forcible entry upon an easement, such as a right 
of way (a). 

938- A forcible entry may be committed by one or by many. If 
several persons come together to make an unlawful entry on 
premises, and all of them except one enter in a peaceable manner, 
and that one only uses force, it is a forcible entry in them all, as 
they went in company to do an unlawful act (6). 

939. It is no defence to a person who has forcibly entered on 
land in the possession of another that he was entitled to possession 
or had a legal right of entry (r). But a mere trespasser cannot by 

(Z) 1 Ilawk. P. 0., c. 28, ss. 26, 27 ; Stephen, Digest Criminal Law, Gth ed., 
61 ; Milner v. Maclean (1825), 2 0. & P. 17, 

(m) R. V. Blake (1765), 3 Burr. 1731 ; R, v. Wilson (1790), 8 Term Pep. 357; 
R. V. Smyth (1832), 6 0. & P. 201. 

(n) 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 28, ss. 26, 28. 

Ip) Com. Dig. tit. Forceable Entry, A, 3. 

(р) Ihid. ; 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 28, ss. 20, 21. 

(g) Bac. Abr. tit. Forcible Entry and Detainer, B ; Edwick v. ITawkes (1881), 
18 Ch. D. 199, 210. But see Cole on Ejectment, pp. 689, 690. 

(r) Bac. Abr., supra. 

(a) stops the landlord’s way with force and arms ; see Co. Litt. 161 b. 

(t) Com. Dig. tit. Forceable Entry, B H), p. 343. Merely shutting the door 
woi^d not be a forcible resistance {ibid. Forceable Entry, 343). 

(m) Ibid., C; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28, s. 31. 

(a) R. V. Holmes (1670), 1 Mod. Rep. 73. 

(h) Bac. Abr. tit. Forcible Entry and Detainer, B, 

(с) Newton v. //ar Zand (1840), 1 Man. & G. 644 ; Edwick v. Hawkes (1881), 18 
Ch. D. 199 ; Taunton v. Costar (1797), 7 Term Rep. 431,482 ; R. v. Child (1S40;, 

2 Cox, a 0. 102 ; R. v. Studd (1866), 14 L. T. 633, C. 0. R. ; Lows v. Tel/ord 
(1876), 1 App. Cas. 414. A licence contained in a lease authorising the lessor to 
eject the lessee forcibly for breach of covenant or at the end oi the teim is 
void as being a licence to commit an act forbidden by the Statute of Forcible 
Entry {Edwick v. llawkts^ supra). 
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Criminal Law and Procedure. 


Beot. 2. the very act of trespass immediately, and without acquiescence by 

Offences the rightful possessor, give himself possession in any legal sense as 

against against the person whom he ejects (rf), and the latter is entitled to 

Public use force in turning him out, provided he does him no personal 

injury (e). A person who claims not the land, but the mere custody 
q^Uty. Qf jj. against the defendant, may be forcibly expelled by the 

latter (/). A joint tenant or a tenant in common may be indicted 
for the forcible expulsion of his co-tenant (s'). A wife may be 
indicted for a forcible entry upon land in the possession of her 
husband (/t)- 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment without hard 
labour, and fine (i). 

Forcible 940. A person is by common law and by statute (J) guilty of 

detainer. ^ misdemeanour who, except in the cases hereafter mentioned, 
maintains by force the possession of lands or tenements, whether 
such possession was lawful in its origin or not. 

The same circumstances of violence or terror which make an 
entry forcible make a detainer forcible also ; but a bare refusal to 
leave a house and a continuing therein do not amount to a forcible 
detainer (/c). The forcible continuance in possession by a tenant 
whose term has expired, or by a mortgagor after the mortgagee is 
entitled to take possession, or the forcible resistance by a tenant to 
a distress for rent, is a forcible detainer (i). Those who keep pos- 
session with force any lands and tenements, whereof they or their 
ancestors, or they whoso estate they have in such lands and tene- 
ments, have continued in possession for three years, are not within 
the statute And a man may lawfully defend possession of his 
dwelling-house by force against a wrongful and forcible intruder (a). 

Remedy. 941. The usual mode of prosecution is by indictment, but the 

justices have by statute (o) a summary jurisdiction, which, how- 
ever, is now rarely exercised, and which, therefore, the court 
will not by mandamus compel them to exercise {p). The offence 

((/) Browne v. Dawson (1840), 12 Ad. & El. 624 ; CoUins v. Thomas (1859), 1 
F, &F. 416. 

(e) Scott V. Matthew Brown d' Co., Ltd. (1884), 51 L. T. 746: aud soo Beddall 
V. Maitland (1881), 17 Ch. D. 174, 188. 

if) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28, s. 32. 

Ig) Ibid., 8. 33. 

(/i) R, V. Smyth (1832), 5 0. & P. 201. 

(i) Stat. (1381) 6 Ric. 2, stat. 1, c. 7. There is no limit either to the period of 
imprisonment or the amount of the fine. The offence is triable at quarter 
sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1 ; Dickinson’s 
Quarter Sessions, 6th ed., 375). 

(y) 15 Rio. 2, c. 2 (1391) ; 8 Hon. 6, c. 9 (1429). The offence is triable at 
quarter sessions. 

(ifc) 1 Hawk. P. 0., 0 . 28, s. 30. 

(/) Com. Dig. tit. Forceable Entry, B, 1 ; and see Lows v. Telford, supra^ 

(m) Stat. 8 Hon. 6, c. 9 (1429); stat. 31 Eliz. c. 11 (1588). 

(n) 1 Hole, P. 0. 486. 

(o) Stat. 15 Rio. 2, c, 2 (1391); stat. 8 Hen, 6, o. 9 (1429). 

(p) Ex parte Davy (1842), 2 Dowl. (n. s.) 24. See further as to the summary 
jurisdiction, Com. Dig, tit. Forceable Entry, D ; R,y. Oakley (1832), 4 B. & Ad. 
307, in which it was held that justices have only such summary jurisdiction in a 
cose of forcible detainer, if the entry of the pci-sun detaining was unlawful ; A*, v. 
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is triable at quarter sessions, and the punishment is fine and 
imprisonment. 

942. The court in which the proceedings take place may award 
restitution of the lands which have been forcibly entered or 
detained (q), but no restitution can be ordered, where the person 
indicted has been in quiet possession for three years before the date 
of the indictment (?•). 

The writ of restitution may at the discretion of the judge be 
awarded immediately upon the finding of the bill of indictment 
by the grand jury (s). 

Sub-Sect. 11, — Duturling Puhlic Worship, 

943. A person is by statute (/) guilty of a misdemeaifour (1) who 
of his own power and authority maliciously or contemptuously 
molests, disturbs, or troubles any preacher, duly licensed or other- 
wise lawfully authorised, in his sermon, or any parson, vicar, or 
priest in performing divine service or celebrating the sacraments of 
the Church; or (2) who unlawfully and maliciously of his own 
authority pulls down or defaces any altar, crucifix, or cross in any 
church or churchyard. This offence is punishable by committal 
to prison by justices for three months and to the next quarter 
sessions, where, if the offender repents, he is to be discharged upon 


Wilson (ISoo), 3 Ad. & El. 817; Attwood v. JoUffe (1848), 3 Now Soss. Cas. 
116. As to mandamus, see title Okown Puactice. 

( 7 ) 8 Uen. 6 , c. 9 (1429) ; 21 Jac. 1 , c. 15 (1623). 

(r) 31Eliz. c. 11 (1588). 

(s) It, V. Ilarland (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 826. If a writ of restitution is so 
prantod, and the dofondaut is aftorwards ac<]uittod on tho indictment or the 
indictment is quashed, a supersedeas may bo .obtained eillior from the justices 
who granted the writ of restitution or from the King’s Bench Division of tho 
High Court. The granting of a writ of certiorari by the II igb Court itself operates 
as a supersedeasy if the writ of restitution has not boon executed. If possession 
has been obtained by the prosecutor under the writ of restitution, tne King’s 
Bench Division will, if justice requii'es it, grant a writ of ro-restitution to the 
defendant (1 Hawk. P. C,, c. 28, ss. 61 — 66; Bac. Abr. Forcible Entiy and 
Detainer, G). The indictment may be removed by certiorari into the High Court, 
and after the conviction of the defendant an application may be made to that 
court for the wiit of restitution, to which it would appear that tho prosecutor is 
entitled as of right (see R. v. Williams (1829), 4 Man, & Ey. (k. b.) 471). For 
the purpose of applying for the writ of restitution the indictment should allege 
not only that the prosecutor was in possession of the land, but also that he 
was seised of it (/?. v. Hoare (1817), 6 M. & S. 266). 

(0 Stat. (1653) 1 Mar. sess. 2 , c. 3, s. 1 . This Act applies to the present 
services of tie Established Church (Creswick v. Rookshy (1613), 2 Bulst. 47 ; 
Moone*s Case (1682), T. Jo. 159). The service must be actually proceeding at the 
time (Williams v. Olenister (1824), 2 B. d: C. 699). To disturo a priest of the 
Establi^ed Church in the performance of divine worship appears to be a mis- 
demeanour at common law (R, v. Parry (1686), Tremaine’s Pleas of the Crown, 
239 ; and see Wilson v. Oreaves (1757), 1 Burr. 240, 243 ; R, v. Cheers (1825), 
4 B. & 0. 902). By the Act of Uniformity (1 Eliz. 0 . 2), s. 3, pecuniary penalties 
are imposed Uj^n persons who by deed or open threatenings compel a minister 
in any cathedral, parish chur^, chapel, or other place to sing or say any 
prayer other than that contained in the l^;^er Book, or who by the same means 
unlawfuEy interrupt su(di a minister in sin^g or saying common prayer. The 
punishment for a third offence is the forfeiture of all goods and chattels and 
impxiBomiient for life. 
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Cbiminal Law and Peocedure. 


Sect. t. 
Offences 
agoinet 
Pnblic 
Tran* 
qniUlty. 

DisturbiDg 

religious 

meetings. 


Obstructing 
A clergjzuan. 


giving security for good behaviour, or otherwise to be comzniited, 
until he does repent (a). 

944. The churches and meeting-houses of all religious bodies 
are now equally protected. A person is by statute guilty of a 
misdemeanour who wilfully and maliciously or contemptuously (1) 
disquiets or disturbs any meeting or congregation of persons 
assembled for religious worship; or (2) disturbs or molests any 
preacher or person there officiating, or any person present (6). 

The punishment for this offence on conviction at quarter 
sessions (c) is a fine of £40 (d). 

945. A person is by statute (e) guilty of a misdemeanour (1) who 
by threats or force obstructs or prevents, or endeavours to obstruct 
or prevent, any clergyman or other minister from celebrating divine 
service or otherwise officiating in any church, meeting-house, or 
other place of divine worship, or in the lawful burial of the dead 
in any churchyard or other burial place ; or (2) offers violence to, 
or arrests upon any civil process, any clergyman or other minister 
while so engaged, or about to be engaged, in such duties, or while 
going to or returning from the performance thereof. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment for two 
years, with or without hard labour (/). 

(a) An offender against this statute may be arrested “ immediately and forth- 
with ” by any constable, churchwarden, or any other officer or any other person 
present when the offence is comiiiittod (1 Mar. sess. 2, c, 3, s. 1). 

(h) Places of Religious Worship Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3. c. 165), s. 12. 

(c) The indictinont must be found at quarter sessions, but may be removed 
by certiorari to the King’s Bench Division of the High Court and tried there 
(k V. Wndhy (1816), 4 M. & S. 608). 

(d) I’laces of Religious Worship Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, c. 155), s. 12. 
The assemblies for religious worship allowed by this Act, and which alone 
were protected, were meetings of Protestants at places duly certified and 
registered in the manner prescribed (s. 2), but Quakers’ meetings were not 
included. By the Religious Disabilities Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 59), s. 4, 
all laws then in force against the disturbing of any meeting of persons assembled 
for religious worship permitted by any former Acts were applied to all meetings 
whatsoever of persons lawfully assembled for that purpose. By the Places of 
Worship Registration Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 81), a. 2, places of public 
worship of Protestant Dissenters and of Roman Catholics are required to be 
certified to the Registrar-General; this Act is api)lied to Jewish places of 
worship by the Liberty of Religious Worship Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Vioi c. 86), 
0 . 2. The olTence of disturbing a religious service is also known as brawling, 
and may be prosecuted under the Ecclesiastical Courts Jurisdiction Act, 
1860 (23 & 24 Viet. o. 32), s. 2, which provides that any person who is 
guilty of riotous, violent, or indecent behaviour in any church or chapel of the 
Church of England, or in any chapel of any religious denomination, or in any 
place of worship duly certifi^ under the Places of Worship Registration Act, 
1865 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 81), whether during the celebration of divine service 
or at any other time, or in any churchyard or burial ground, or who molests or 
disturbs any clergyman or minister authorised to minister therein, shall be 
punishable on summary conviction by a fine of £5, or imprisonment, wittiout 
nne, for two months. The ofience can be committed by a clergyman who acts 
in a violent or indecent way in his own church or churchyard {Vallancey v. 
Fletcher t [1897] 1 Q. B. 265). It is no defence that the defendant in what he 
did was only asserting a fide daim of right {Asher v. Calcraft (1887), 18 
Q. B. D. 607; see also Ken$it v. St, Paul'e {Dean and Chapter), [1905] 2 
K. B. 249). 

(e) Offences e^Binst the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 100), s. 36. 

(/) Ibid, The defendant may also be fined and ordered to find sureties for 
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946 . Every person is by statnte guilty of a misdemeanour 
punishable by fine and imprisonment (1) who behaves in a riotous, 
violent, or indecent, manner at any burial to which the Burial Laws 
Amendment Act, 1880 (^), applies; or (2) who wilfully obstructs such 
burial or any service thereat ; or (8) who in a graveyard delivers any 
address not being part of or incidental to a religious service per- 
mitted by that Act, or not permitted by any lawful authority ; or 
(4) who under colour of any religious service or otherwise in any 
such graveyard wilfully endeavours to bring into contempt or 
obloquy the Christian religion, or the belief or worship of any 
denomination of Christians, or the members or minister of any 
such denomination, or any other person (h). 

Sub-Sect. 12. — Offence* hy JemiU etc. 

947 . A person is by statute (i) guilty of a misdemeanour who, 
being a Jesuit or member of any other religious order or society 
of the Church of Eome, comes within the realm without a licence 
of a Secretary of State. The punishment for this offence is banish- 
ment for life ij). 

Every such person is by statute (k) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
within the United Kingdom admits any person to be a regular 
ecclesiastic or member of any such order or society, or administers 
any vow or engagement purporting to bind the person taking it to 
the rules of any such order or society. The punishment for this 
offence is fine and imprisonment without hard labour. 

Any person so admitted commits a misdemeanour, and is liable 
to banishment for life (/c). 

The above provisions do not in any way affect religious orders 
consisting of females bound by religious or monastic vows (i). 

good behaviour. The olTence is triable at quarter sessious (Quarter Sessions 
Act, 1842 (o & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1). 

(^) Burial Laws Amendment Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 41), s. 7 ; see also 
8. 8, and title Burial and Cremation, Vol. III., p. 426. 

(//) Ibid* The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(f) Boman Catholic Relief Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 7), ss. 29—31. An 
offender who has been sentenced to banishment and is at large in the United 
Kingdom after the end of three months from the sentence is liable to penal 
servitude for life or for not less than three years, or to imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years {ibid*, s. 36). As to not obeying 
a sentence of banishment under the Act, see ss. 35, 36. It is doubtful whether 
this offence can be tried at quarter sessions (see Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 
(5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1). 

(j) Jbid.f s. 33. 

h) Ibid., s. 34. See note (i), supra. 

(1) Ibid., 8. 37. There has been no conviction under the provisions of this 
statute (see B. v. Kennedy (1902), 86 L. T. 753). Any person can institute a 
prosecution under this statute {R. v. Kennedy, supra). The Act also imposes 
pecuniary penalties upon any person who without being authori^d by law 
assumes the name of archbishop of any nrovinoe, bishop of any bisho^c, or 
dean of any deaneiy in England or Ireland Ubid., s. 24), and upon a^ Roman 
Catholic ecclesiastio, or Jesuit, or monk of any other religious order of the 
Church of Eome who exercises any of the rites or ceremonies of the Boman 
Catholic religion or wears the habits of his order, except within the usual place 
of worship of the Boman Catholic religion or in private houses (ibid., s. 26) ; 
but proceedings to recover these penalties can only be instituted by the 
Attorney -General (ibid., s. 38). 

In September, 1908, the Government, in the interest of order, requested that at 
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Criminal Law and Procedube. 


gsOT.S. 

Offences 
by and in 
respect of 
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Officers. 

Official 
Secrets Act, 
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S&CT. 8. — Offences by and in respect of Public Officers* 

Sdb.Seot, \,--Di8closure of Official Information, 

% 

948. A person is by statute On) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
(1) for the purpose of wrongfully obtaining information enters any 
part of a fortress, arsenal, factory, dockyard, camp, ship, oflSce, or 
other like place belonging to the King in which part such person 
is not entitled to be ; or (2) for the like purpose, when lawfully or 
unlawfully in any such place, either obtains any document, sketch, 
plan, model, or knowledge of anything which he is not entitled to 
obtain, or takes without lawful authority any sketch or plan ; or 
(3) for the like purpose, when outside any fortress, arsenal, factory, 
dockyard, or camp, takes or attempts to take without authority any 
sketch or plan thereof; or (4), knowingly having possession of or 
control over any such document, sketch, plan, model, or knowledge 
obtained by means of an offence against the Official Secrets Act, 
1869, wilfully and without lawful authority communicates or 
attempts to communicate the same to any person to whom it ought 
not in the interest of the State to be communicated at that time ; 
or (5), having been intrusted in confidence by an officer under the 
King with any such document, sketch, plan, model, or information 
relating to any such place or to the naval or military affairs of His 
Majesty, wilfully and in breach of such confidence communicates 
the same, when in the interest of the State it ought not to be 
communicated. 

The punishment for any of the above offences is imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for one year, or a fine, or both {n), 

949. A person is by statute (o) guilty of a misdemeanour, 
punishable in the same way, who, having possession of any such 
document, sketch, plan, model, or information relating to any 
fortress, arsenal, factory, dockyard, camp, ship, office, or other like 
place belonging to His Majesty, or to His Majesty’s naval or military 
affairs, in whatever manner the same has been obtained, wilfully 
communicates it as aforesaid. 

960. A person is by statute guilty of a felony who commits 
any of the above-mentioned offences (1) intending to communicate 
to a foreign State any information so obtained % or intrusted to 
him ; or (2) if he communicates the same to any agent of a foreign 
State (p). 

The punishment for such offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (g). 

a procession oontemplated in connection with the Eucharistic Congress in 
London, Homan Catholic vestments should not be worn or any Homan Cathoho 
religious rites practised in the streets, and the wearing of the vestments and the 
carrying of the host in the streets were consequently abandoned (Annual 
Hegister, 1908, p. 196). 

(m) Official Se^ts Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet, o, 52), & 1 (!)• 

(n) lUd, 

(i.) Ihid,, 8. 1 (2). 

Ip) ifcuf., 8. 1(3). 

^) Ibid, ; Penal Servitude Act, 1691 (54 & 55 Viot o. 69), s. 1. 
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961. A person who by means of his holding or having held 
an office under the King has lawfully or unlawfully obtained posses- 
sion of or control over any document, plan, or model or acquired 
any information, and who at any time corruptly or contrary to his 
official duty attempts to communicate such document etc. to any 
person to whom in the public interest it ought not to be then 
communicated, is guilty of a breach of official trust (r). 

If such communication is attempted to be made to a foreign 
State the offence is a felony, and the punishment is penal servitude 
for life, or for not less than three years or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years. In any other 
case the offence is a misdemeanour, and the punishment is imprison- 
ment with or without hard labour for a year or a fine, or both (s). 

952. This provision applies to a person holding a contract with 
any department of the Government or with the holder of any office 
under the King as such holder, where such contract involves an 
obligation of secrecy, and to any person employed by any person 
holding such a contract who is under a like obligation of secrecy, as 
if the person holding the contract and the person so employed were 
holders of an office under the King(<). 

953. Any person who incites another person to commit an 
offence under the Official Secrets Act, 1889 (it), is guilty of a mis- 
demeanour, and on conviction is liable to the same punishment as 
if he had committed the offence (a). 

The Official Secrets Act, 1889(/;), applies to all acts committed in 
any part of the King’s dominions and to acts committed by British 
officers or subjects elsewhere (b). 

Sxtb-Sect. 2.— Extortion. 

964. A public officer is guilty of extortion who, from an improper 
motive and under colour of office, takes from any person any money 
or valuable thing which is not due from such person at the time 
when it is taken (c). 

Extortion is a common law misdemeanour, punishable by fine, or 
imprisonment without hard labour, and removal from office (d), and 
is triable at quarter sessions (e). 

955. To constitute the offence of extortion there must be a 
guilty mind, i.r., an intention to obtain some payment or advantage 


(r) Official Secrets Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 52), s. 2 (1). 

(8) Ihid.f s. 2 (2) ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Vict. c. 69), s. 1, 
(t) Official Secrets Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 62), s. 2 (3). 


(it) 52 & 53 Vict c. 62. 

(a) Ibid., s. 3. 

(b) Ibid. The consent of the Attorney-General to institution of proceedings 
is n^essary (ibid., s. 7). As to place of trial, see p. 278, ante. Such offences 
are not triable at quarter sessions (Official terete Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Vict. 
c. 62), 8. 6 (3)). 

(c) Co. Litt. 368 b ; Dive v. Maningham (1550), 1 Plowd. 60, 68. As to extortion 
by thrifts to accuse of a crime, see p. 666, poaf. 

(d) Bac. Abr. tit Extortion. 

(«) See B. V. Loggen (1718), 1 Stra. 74 ; Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viot 
c. 38), 8. 1 ; Ob. latt. 368 h ; 3 Oo. Inst 149; 1 HaWk. P. 0., o. 27, s. 6. 
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Cbihikal Law and Pkocedurb. 


Sect. 8. 
Offences 
1)7 end in 
Tespect of 
PnbUc 
OfBcen. 


Sheriff etc. 


OoTOOtf. 


Clerks of 
Miize etc. 


to which the offender knows he is not entitled. A mere mistake in 
demanding or receiving a fee does not constitute extortion {/)• 

An ofl&cer who takes a reward which is voluntarily given to 
him, and which it is customary to give for the more diligent or 
expeditious performance of his duty, is not guilty of extortion {g). 

The fact that the defendant has handed over the amount 
extorted to his superior officer is no defence (k). 

966. Any sheriff or other officer of the King who takes any 
reward to do his office is to yield twice as much and to be punished 
at the King’s pleasure (t). 

967. Any sheriff, under-sheriff, bailiff or sheriff’s officer, or any 
person employed in levying or collecting debts due to the Crown by 
process of any court, or any officer to whom the return or execution 
of writs belongs, is by statute (k) guilty of a misdemeanour, if he 
takes or demands any money or reward under any pretext whatever 
other than the fees allowed by law. 

The punishment for this offence is a year’s imprisonment and a 
fine (1). 

968. A coroner is by statute (m) guilty of a misdemeanour if 
he acts extortionately or corruptly in his office, or if he wilfully 
neglects his duty or misbehaves in the discharge of his duty. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment without hard 
labour and a fine (m). In addition to any other punishment such 
coroner may be adjudged by the court before which he is convicted 
to be removed from his office and to be disqualified from acting as 
coroner (n). 

969. Clerks of assize, clerks of the peace, clerks of the court, 
or their deputies or officers are by statute (o) guilty of a 


(/) Leey. Dangar^ Grant Sa Co.^ [1892] 2 Q. B. 337, C. A. ; Shopj^eey, Nathan 
Co., [1892] 1 Q, B. 24o, 250; Wooi/ord's Ebtate [Trusitt) v. Ltvy^ [1892] 1 Q. B. 
772, 0. A- 

iy) Bao. Abr. tit. Extortion ; 3 Co. Inst. 149. But it will, it is submitted, be 
otherwise if he is forbidden by statute to accept any 8un\ in addition to his 
legal fees. 

(A) B, y, Higgins (1830), 4 0. & P. 247. But it may be an indication as to 
whether or not there was an intention to extort more than the defendant knew 
was due. 

(t) Statute of Westminster the First (3 Edw. 1), c. 26 (1275). 

(A) Sheriffs Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 65), s. 29 (2) (b). 

S Ihid* He may also be punished as for contempt of court, and he is also 
e to forfeit £200 to the person aggrieved and to pay all damages which he 
m^ have suffered (tfetd.). The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

In the case of a county co\irt registrar, bailiff, or officer charged with extor- 
tion or misconduct the county court judge may inquire into the matter in a 
summary way and make an order for repayment of the money extorted and such 
damages as he thinks just and also ffne the officer a sum not exceeding £10 ; and 
any such officer who wilfully and corruptly exacts or accepts any fee or reward 
other than the fees which are duly allowea may be declai^ for ever incapable 
of being employed under the County Courts Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet c. 43), s. 51. 
See title Coxtoty Courts, VoL VIU., p. 424. 

(m ) Oo TOJim Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet c. 71), ss. 8, 17. See title CoBomcBS, 
Yol. Vni., p. 252. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(n) Ihid,t 8. 8. 

(o) Qaol Fees Abolition Act, 1815 (55 Geo. 3, o. 50), ss. 5, 9: Gaol Feet 
AboliUon Aot^ 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. o. 114), s. 1. 
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misdemeanour, if they exact fees from prisoners who are acquitted 
or discharged. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment without hard 
labour and fine (p). 

960. Gaolers who exact from a prisoner any fee or gratuity for 
entrance, commitment or discharge, or who detain him in custody 
for non-payment of any fee or gratuity, are punishable in the same 
way ( 2 ). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Oppression^ 

961. Any public oflSceris guilty of oppression if while exercising, 
or under colour of exercising, hia oflSce he inflicts upon any person 
from an improper motive any illegal bodily harm, imprisonment, 
or any injury other than extortion (r). Oppression is a mis- 
demeanour at common law (s). 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment without hard 
labour and a fine (t). 

A public officer is not guilty of oppression if he acted in 
good faith, in the belief that he had the legal right to do 
the act in question, and without any intention to act corruptly 

or oppressively (tO* 


(p) These offences are triable at quarter sessions. 

{<]) Gaol Fees Abolition Act, 1815 (55 Goo. 3, c. 60), s. 13. As to extortion 
by gaolers and others from prisoners arrested on civil process and the summary 
redress to be given by the civil courts, see Debtors Imprisonment Act, 1758 (32 
Geo. 2, c. 28), ss. 11, 12 ; and see i?. v. Colvin (1724), 8 Mod. Rep. 226. Prison 
officers are forbidden to receive any money or gratuity from a prisoner or any 
visitor (Prison Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 126), s, 20, Sched. I., r. 66). Clerks 
and officers of the High Court are forbidden under heavy pecuniary penalties 
to demand or receive any gratuity or reward for doing or forbearing anything in 
relation to their office (Common Law Courts Act, 1852 (16 & 16 Viet. c. 73), 

B. 26), relating to officers of the common law courts, and Court of Chancery 
Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 87), s. 3, to officers of the Court of Chancery. Tho 
j)enalty and mode of recovery differ in each case, and it is not clear how these 
statutes could be applied in the cose of officers of the High Court. Clerks to 
justices are liable to forfeit £20, if they demand or receive any greater fees than 
those to which they are entitled (Justices Clerks Fees Act, 1753 (26 Geo. 2, 
c. 14), s. 2). There are similar penalties in the case of a clerk of the pence 
(Clerks of the Peace (Fees) Act, 1817 (67 Geo. 3, c. 91), s. 2 ; Summary Juris- 
diction Act, 1848 (1 1 & 12 Viet. c. 43), s. 30). An officer or servant appointed 
or employed under the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 65), who under 
colour of his office exacts or accepts any fee or reward other than his proper 
salary, wages, and allowances, is incapable of afterwards holding any office 
under that Act, and is liable to forfeit £50 to any person who may sue for it 
(ibid., B. 193). The section does not apply to extra payment by a public autho- 
rity to its officer for extra services {Ediuards v. Salmon (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 531, 

C. A.). Au action to recover the penalty cannot be commenced without the 
written consent of the Attorn ey*General (Public Health (Officers) Act, 1884 
(47 & 48 Viet c. 74), s. 2). 

(r) Stephen, Digest of the Criminal Law, 88 ; Bac. Abr. tit Offices and 
Officers, N. 

(«) 4 Bl. Com. 140 ; R, v. Okey (1722), 8 Mod. Eep. 45 ; R, v. Williams, R. v, 
Davis (1762), 3 Burr. 1317. 

{i) This offence is triable at quarter sessions (Dickinson's Quarter Sessions, 
6th ed., 432). 

(tt) R* V. Toufigin^S), 1 Burr. 567 ; R. v. Baylis (1762), 3 Burr. 1318; R. v. 
Jaicksm (1787), 1 Tsrm Rep. 653 ; R. y. Borron (1820), 3 B, A Aid. 432; R, y. 
Badyer (1843), 4 Q. B. 468, 474. 
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Criminal Law and Procedure. 


Bbct. 8. Sub-Sect. 4.— Bribery of Public Officert. 

Offences gg2. Bribery at the election of members of Parliament is an 
of indictable misdemeanour at common law punishable by fine and 
^Public imprisonment {x)y but this offence and those of personation, treating, 
Officers. undue influence, and similar corrupt and illegal practices at parlia- 
. — * mentary elections are now usually punished under the provisions 
of various statutes which have been passed for that purpose (y). 

Bribery at municipal elections is indictable at common law (- 2 ^), 
and is also punishable by statute (a). 

Bribcrjof 963. A judge, magistrate, or other judicial officer who accepts 
judges etc.; any bribe or reward offered in order to influence him in anything 
done in the conduct of his office is guilty of a misdemeanour at 
common law. 

A person who offers or gives such a bribe or reward is guilty of a 
like misdemeanour. 

The punishment for the offence is fine and imprisonment 
without hard labour, and if the offender is a judicial officer, loss of 
office (/>). 

of Privy 964. A person who attempts to procure an office by offering a 

Counciiioi’i bribe to a Privy Councillor or Minister of the Crown is guilty of a 
^ ‘ ’ misdemeanour at common law (c). 

of ministerial 965. Every person is guilty of a misdemeanour at common 
oflicers ; law wlio bribes a ministerial officer or, being a ministerial officer, 
accepts a bribe, where the object of the bribe is to induce such 
officer to do, or to omit to do, any act which to his knowledge is 
in violation of his official duty (cl), 

of mcmbcrB 966. Any person is by statute (e) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
etc. of public by himself or in conjunction with any other person (1) corruptly 
bodies, Bolicits or receives or agrees to receive for himself or any other 
person any gift, loan, fee, reward or advantage as an inducement to 
any member or servant of a public body (/) doing or forbearing to do 

(x) B. V. Pitt (1762), 8 Burr. 1335, 1338, 1339. Even an attempt to biibe 
was so indictable [R, v. Vaughan (1769), 4 Buir. 2494, 2500); as to bribery of 
jurors, see p. 489, post. 

i y) See title Elections. 
z) R. V. Plympton (1724), 2 Ld. Eaym. 1377. 
a) See title Elections. 

^ Bac. Abr. tit. Offices and Officers, N. ; 3 Co. Inst. 145, 147 ; 1 Hawk. 
P. Cf., c. 67. Bribery is not triable at quarter sessions except bribery under the 
Public Bodies Corrupt Practices Act, 1889 (62 & 53 Viet. c. 69), see note (^) or 
p. 485, post, 

fc) R. V. Vaughan (1769), 4 Burr. 2494. 

[d) Stephen, Digest of the Criminal Law, 96 ; Fifth Eeport of Criminal Law 
Commissioners 1840), p. 47 ; R. v. Beale (1798 j, cited 1 East, atp. 183. As to bribery 
of members of comirations and others, see R. v. Tiverton (Mayor) (1723), 8 Mo<t 
Bep. 180 ; R, v. Steward (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 12 ; R, v. Lancaeter (i890), 16 Cox, 
0. C. 787 ; as to bribery of police constables, see Licensi^ Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet 
0 . 94), 8. 16 (3) ; Metropobtan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 yiai. o. 47), s, 14 ; County 
Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet o, 93), s. 12 ; Chisholm v. Holland (1886), 60 J. P. 197, 
U) Public Bodies Corrupt Practices Act, 1889 (52 A 53 Viet. c. 69), s, 1. 

(/) The expression “pubbo body** means a county or borough oounofl, 
also any board, commissioners, yesti^ or other body haymg power to act under 
any Act relating to local government or the publio healtl^ or the poor law, or 
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anything in respect of any matter or transaction whatsoever, actual 
or proposed, in which such public body is concerned ; (2) corruptly 
gives, promises or offers to any person, whether for the benefit of 
that person or of another person, any gift etc. as an inducement 
to, or reward for, or otherwise on account of any member, officer, 
or servant of a public body doing or iorbearing to do anything in 
respect of any matter in which the public body is concerned. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment for not more 
than two years with or without hard labour, or a fine of £500, or 
both (cj). 

Sub-Seot. 6 , — Breach of Trust etc, hy Public Officer, 

967. Any public officer is guilty of a common law mis- 
demeanour (h) who commits a breach of trust, fraud, or imposition 
in a matter affecting the public, even although the same conduct, 
if in a private transaction, would, as between individuals, have only 
given rise to an action. 

The punishment for this offence is fine and imprisonment without 
hard labour (i). 

968. A duly qualified person who obstinately refuses to serve in 
a public office to which he has been appointed, if he has had due 
notice of the appointment, is guilty of a common law misdemeanour. 

The punishment for this offence is fine and imprisonment without 
hard labour (j). 

If such a person is out of the country, provided he has not left 
the country to avoid his appointment or the service, he is not 
guilty. But he is guilty, even if he has paid an alternative 
fine, except when the fine is lawfully paid in lieu of service (/c). 


otherwise to administer money raised by rates rmder a public Act, but not 
any public body as so defined existing elsewhere than in the United Kingdom 
(ibid.f s. 7). 

{g) Public Bodies Corrupt Practices Act, 1889 & 63 Viet. o. 69), s. 2. 

Tins offence is triable at quarter sessions, see toicf., s. 6. In addition the 
offender may be ordered to pay to the public body the amount or value of the 
gift or reward, and may be aajudged to be incapable of holding any public 
office for seven years and to forfeit any such office held by him at the time of 
his conviction. Upon a second conviction for a like offence he may, in addition 
to the foregoing penalties, be adjudged to be for ever incapable of holding any 
public office ana to be incapable for seven years of being registered as an 
elector or voting at an election of a member to serve in parliament or of a member 
of any public ^dy. If the person convicted is an officer or servant in the 
employ of any public body, the court before which he is convict^ may ordei 
him to forfeit his claim to any compensation or pension to which he would 
otherwise have been entitled {ibidX In the Prevention of Comiption Act, 1906 
(6 Edw. 7, c. 34), which is directed against corrupt transactions with 
“agents,** the word “agent** includes a person serving under the Crown or 
under any corporation or any municipal, borough, county, or district council, or 
any ^ard of guardians. 

(A) R, v. Benibridge (1783), 3 Doug. (k. b.) 327, 332 ; and R, v. Leheup (1755), 
ibid,, p. 832, n. ; R, v. Jones (1809), 31 State Tr. 251 ; R, v. Baxter (1851), 5 Cox, 
0. C. 302, 312 (where a form of an indictment is given) ; R, v. Martin (1809), 
2 Camp. 268 \ R. v. Dale (1852), Dears. 0. C. 37. As to larcenies etc. by public 
officers, see 644, 654, ^st. 

(i) This offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

M This offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

{k) 2 Ghitty, Criminal Law, 266 ; R, v. Dennison (1768), 2 Keny. 259 ; R, ?• 
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969. If a public officer neglects to perform a duty imposed on 
him either by common law or statute, he is guilty of a common law 
misdemeanour (Z). 

The punishment for the offence is fine and imprisonment and 
loss of office (m)« 

Sub-Sect. 6.— Safe of OJHcei. 

970. Every person is by statute (n) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
sells, purchases, or bargains for any office, commission, place or 
employment in the gift of the Crown or appointed by the Crown, or 
any participation in the profits thereof, or the resignation thereof ; 
or who receives or pays, or contracts to receive or pay, any reward 
or profit for any interest, solicitation, or recommendation concerning 
the appointment to, or resignation of, any such office, place, or 
employment, or who keeps any office for negotiating any business 
relating to vacancies in offices in any public department (o). 

The punishment for this and for the last-mentioned offence is 
fine and imprisonment without hard labour (p). 

971. Every person is by statute (q) guilty of a misdemeanour 
who negotiates or otherwise aids or connives at (1) the sale or 
purchase of any commission in the King's regular forces ; or (2) the 
giving or receiving of any valuable consideration in respect of any 
promotion in or retirement from such forces or any employment 
therein ; or (3) any exchange made in manner not authorised 
under the Eegimental Exchanges Act, 1875 (r), and in respect of 
which any consideration is given. 

The punishment for such offence on conviction on indictment or 


Woodrow (1788), 2 Term Bep. 731 ; /?. v. Burder (1792), 4 Term Bop. 778 ; R. v. 
Bower (1823), 1 B. & C. 585. As to porsons entitled to immunity from service 
in a paroohied office, see Archbold’s Criminal Pleading^, 23r(l ed., 1251. 

(Z) Stephen, Digest of the Criminal Law, 90; R. v. Wyat (1705), 1 Salk. 
380. The law requires that, whether a man seeks a public office or is compelled 
to accept it, he should do his best in that office and that he must act in it 
with ordina^ firmness, judgment, and discretion. A public officer who does 
not BO act is guilty of a common law misdemeanour, however honest and 
honourable his intentions may have been (K. v. Pinney (1832), 3 State Tr. 
(ir. 8.) 11, 510; R. v. Eyre (1868), (Finlasoii’s Beport, 1868), 55, 58). 

(m) 1 Uawk. P. C., o. 27, s. 1 ; 4 Bl. Com. 140. The offence is triable at 
quarter sessions. 

(n) Sale of Offices Act, 1809 (49 Geo. 3, o. 126), s. 3. Various offices ore 
flpecified in this Act and in the Sale of Offices Act, 1551 (5 & 6 Edw. 6, c. 161, 
to the offices mentioned in which the Sale of Offices Act, 1809 (49 Geo. 3, o. 126), 
axtends. As to the construction of these statutes, see nojddns v. Prescott 
(1847), 4 0. B. 578; Oraeme v. Wroughton (1855), 11 Exoh. 146; Sterry y, 
Clifton (1850), 9 0. B. 110 ; Samoy. R, (1847), 2 Cox, C. 0. 178. It is unla\^ul 
for anyone to “buy, sell, let or take to fei*m” the office of under- sheriff, 
bailiff, or any other office appertaining to the office of sheriff (see Sheriffs Act, 
1887 (60 & 51 Viet o. 65), b. 27). 

(o) Sale of Offices Act, 1809 (49 Geo. 3, c. 126), ss. 4, 5. This is also a mis- 
<demeanour at common law (see R, v. Vaughan (1769), 4 Burr. 2494, 2501 ; R. 
V. PoUman (1809), 2 Comp. 229). 

f p) These offences are triable at quarter sessions. 

q) Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 68), s. 155. The Act excepts the Army 
Purchase Commisaioners (appointed under the Begulation of the Forces Act, 1871 
(34 & 35 Viet. c. 86), s. 10) and persons acting under their authority. 

(r) 38 & 39 Viet. o. 16. 
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information is a fine of iBlOO, or imprisonment without hard labour 
for six months («). 

Sub-Sect. 7. — Offence* hy Particular Officers. 

972. A person who has been appointed to the office of parish 
constable is bound to serve, if he is resident within the parish ; if 
he merely carries on business within the parish, but he has no 
dwelling or sleeping-place there, he is not bound to serve (0- 

. 973. It is the duty of a sheriff to cause a prisoner sentenced to 
death to be executed, and if a sheriff in whose custody the convict is 
neglects that duty, he is guilty of a misdemeanour at common law (u). 

Any sheriff or his under-sheriff or officer is by statute (a) guilty 
of a misdemeanour who conceals or refuses to arrest any felon, or 
releases a prisoner who is not bailable, or is guilty of any offence 
against, or breach of the provisions of, the Sheriffs Act, 1887 (b). 
The punishment for this offence is imprisonment without hard labour 
for a year and a fine, or, it the offender is unable to pay the fine, im- 
prisonment without hard labour for not more than three years (c). 

974. An overseer of the poor who does not provide for a pauper 
whom he is bound to relieve is guilty of a common law mis- 
demeanour (d) ; a relieving officer who does not supply medical 
assistance to a pauper who needs it and applies for it is also guilty 
of a similar misdemeanour (e ) ; so is a gaoler who ill-treats a 
prisoner or allows a prisoner to escape (/). 


(e) Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 58), s. 155. If the offender is an officer, 
he may also be dismissed by coui’t-martial from the service (ibid.). The offence 
is triable at quarter sessions. 

(t) B. V. Adlard (1825), 4 B. & 0. 772. It is submitted that the same rule 
applies in the case of every office the duties of which require to be performed 
in person (see Donne v. Martyr (1828), 8 B. & C. 62). As to the method of 
appointment of a parish constable in cases where they may still be appointed, 
and as to his obligation to serve unless he can find a substitute, see the Parish 
Constables Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 92), ss. 2, 3. Special constables who 
refuse to serve when duly appointed by two or more justices are liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of £5 (Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, 
c. 41), 8. 8). As to special constables in boroughs, see Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), ss. 194, 196. 

(u) R. V, Antrobus (1835), 2 Ad. & El. 788, 798. The offence is triable at 
quarter sessions. 

(o) Sheriffs Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Vict. o. 55), §. 29 ; and see title Sheriffs 
.AND Bailiffs. 

(5) Ibid. 

(c) Sheriffs Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Vict. c. 55), s. 29 ; he may also be punished 
summarily by the High Court and certain other courts (see sub-s. 3). Pro- 
ceedings by indictment or to recover penalties must be commenced within two 
years (sub-s. 7), and a summary proceeding before the end of the next sittings 
of the court. These offences are triable at quarter sessions. 

(d) B, V. Meredith (1803), Euss. & By. 46 : see also R. v. DavU (1754), Say. 103. 
Pecuniary penalties are provided for tne refusal or neglect by an overseer of the 
poor to maxe out and deUver proper lists of parliamentary voters, and he cannot 
be indicted for such refusal or neglect (Parliamentary Voters Eegistration Act, 
1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 51 ; R. v. Hall, [1891] 1 Q. B. 747). See title Elections. 

(e) Be v. Curtis (1885), 15 Cox, 0. 0. 746. 

(/) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 27, s. 2. These offences may be tried at quarter 
serious. As to neglect of duty by a coroner, see p. 482, anU, and title OoRONBBS, 
VoL Vin., p. 251. 
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976 . A soldier is amenable to the criminal law to the same 
extent as any other subject, and is punishable by the ordinary 
courts having a criminal jurisdiction (//). 

Any officer is by statute (h) guilty of a misdemeanour who (1) 
neglects or refuses on application to deliver over to the civil 
magistrate any officer or soldier under his command who is accused 
or convicted of any offence, or (2) wilfully obstructs or neglects oi 
refuses to assist constables or other ministers of justice in appre- 
hending any such officer or soldier. 

A soldier in a subordinate position is not, it would seem, 
criminally responsible for the consequences of obeying the orders 
of his superior officer whose orders he is bound to obey, provided 
those orders are not, having regard to the occasion upon which they 
are given and executed, manifestly illegal (i). 

Any officer is by statute (k) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
quarters or causes to be billeted any soldier or horse otherwise 
than as the Army Act, 1881, allows (/). 

The punishment for this and for the last-mentioned offence is 
fine and imprisonment without hard labour (m). 

976 . Any person employed under the Post Office is by statute (n) 
guilty of a misdemeanour who contrary to his duty opens, or 
procures or suffers to be opened, or who wilfully detains or delays 
or procures or suffers to be detained or delayed, any postal packet 
in course of transmission by post, or who discloses or intercepts 
the contents of a telegram. 

The punishment for such offence is imprisonment with or without 
bard labour or a fine, or both imprisonment and fine (o). 

Any person who has official duties connected with the Post Office, 
or who is acting on behalf of the Postmaster-General, is by statute {p) 
guilty of a misdemeanour, if contrary to his duty he discloses or in 
any w^ay makes known or intercepts ihe contents or any part of the 


{g) Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 68), ea. 41 Tb), 144 (1), (2). As to coirrts- 
xnartial, see title Courts, p. 102, ante; and as lo “martial law,” soo p. 104, 
and Tilonko v. A.^0, of Natal, [1907] A. C. 93, P. C. 

(h) Ibid,, 8. 162 (3). 

(f) 1 Stephen, History of the Criminal Law, 204; i?. v. Trainer (1864), 
4 F. & r. 105, 111 ; R. v. Hutchinson (1864), 9 Cox, C. 0. 665; Keighly v. Bell 
(1866), 4 F. & F. 763. 

{h) Army Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet. c. 68), b. 111. Several minor offences 
connected with billeting are made punishable by the Act by fine upon summary 
conviction (see ibid., ss. 109 and 110). 

(/) 44 & 46 Viet. c. 68. 

i m) These offences are triable at quarter sessions. 

n) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 66. This does not extend to 
opening or delaying a postal packet returned for want of a true direction or 
because the addressee is dead or cemnot be found or refuses to receive it, or 
to the opening or detaining of a postal packet under the authority of the Act 
or in ob^ence to an express warrant of a Secretary of State [ibid,). The 
expression “ postal packet ” includes every packet or article transmissible by 
post, and also a telegram [ibid,, s. 69). This offence is triable at quarter 
sessions. As to the punishment on summary conviction of Post Office officials 
for negligence, drunkenness or other misconduct, see s. 57. 

(o) llM. As to stealing or embezzling by Post Office servants see pp. 644, 
o54, post. 

ip) Telegraph Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 110), s. 20. 
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contents of a telegi'aphic message intrusted to the Postmaster- 
General for the purpose of transmission. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment without hard 
labour for not more than twelve calendar months (q). 

977. Any commissioner or collector or officer or person em- 
ployed in relation to the Inland Revenue is by statute (r) guilty of 
a misdemeanour who asks for or receives any sum of money or 
recompense or any promise thereof, or enters into any collusive 
agreement to do, abstain from, conceal, or connive at any act 
whereby the King may be defrauded. 

The punishment for this offence is a fine of j£500; and on 
conviction the offender becomes incapable of ever holding any 
office under the Crown (s). 

978. Any collector of Inland Revenue is by statute guilty of a 
misdemeanour (t) who neglects to keep and render the prescribed 
accounts of sums received by him. 

Any collector or any person appointed to be an officer and 
employed in relation to duties of excise is by statute (a) guilty of a 
misdemeanour, if he trades in any goods subject to any such duty 
or is concerned in any business subject to any law of excise. 

Sect. 4, — Offences relating to the Administration oj Justice {h), 
Sub-Sect. 1. — Embracery, 

979. Anyone is at common law guilty of the misdemeanour of 
embracery who attempts to corrupt, influence, or instruct a jury or 
to incline them to favour one side more than the other, whether by 
money, promises, letters, threats, or persuasion, or by any other 
means than by evidence and arguments in open court at the trial. 

To give jurors money after their verdict is an act of embracery, 
though there was no previous promise to pay it. 

The offence may be committed as well by one of the jury as by 
a party to the cause or any person acting on his behalf (c). 

Every person is at common law guilty of a misdemeanour who by 
improper means procures himself or others to be sworn upon a jury 
for the purpose of giving a verdict favourable to one of the parties {d) 
or induces a juror not to appear {e), 

[q) Telegraph Act, 1808 (31 & 32 Yict. c. 110), s. 20. This offence is triable 
at quarter sessions. 

! r) Inland Revenue Regulation Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Yict. c. 21), s. 10. 
e) Ibid, 

i) Ibid.y 8. 14 (2). On conviction the offender becomes disqualified from 
ding any office under the Crown. He would also, it seems, be liable to 
fine and imprisonment. 

(a) B. 7. The punishment, it seems, is imprisonment, and the offender 

forfeits his office and becomes incapable of ever holding any office relating to the 
excise [ibid,). Quaere^ whether this and the two last-mentioned offences are 
triable at quarter sessions (Quaiier Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Yict. c. 38), s. 1). 

(h) As to corruption of judges, see p. 484, ante, 

(c) 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 27, ss. 1 — 4. See stat. (1540) 32 Hen. 8, c. 9, s. 3, and 
the Juries Act, 1825 (6 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 61. 

(d) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 27, s. 4 ; B, v. Opte (1670), 1 Saund. 301 ; IIu$8e(f t. Cook 
(1620), Hob. 294. 

(a) 1 Hawk. P. 0., o. 27, 8 . 6; Hustey ?. Cock, suffra. 
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The punishment for this and for the last-mentioned offence is 
fine and imprisonment without hard labour (/). 

Sub-Sect. 2,^Perjury. 

980. A person is guilty of the common law misdemeanour of 
perjury (g) who in the course of a judicial proceeding before an 
authority of competent jurisdiction makes upon oath or affirma- 
tion a statement which is material to the matter in question in 
such proceeding and is false to the knowledge of the person making 
it or is not known or believed by him to be true (h). 

The punishment by statute for wilful and corrupt perjury is penal 
servitude for not more than seven nor less than three years, or 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for not more than two 
years (i). 

Children of tender years are under certain circumstances allowed 
to give evidence without being sworn, but in such a case they are 
liable to be punished for perjury on summary conviction, if they 
give false evidence (k), 

981. The oath must have been taken in a judicial proceeding or 
inquiry, but not necessarily in a then pending litigation, if it is 
taken in the usual course with a view to and for the purposes 
of litigation (a). 

982. The making of a false statement on oath etc. does not 
amount to perjury unless the oath etc. is taken before an authority 
having competent jurisdiction, i.e., before a person having legal 
authority to administer it, and in a court having jurisdiction over the 
matter which is in question in the proceedings in which the oath or 
affirmation is taken (6). 


(/) These offences are, it seems, triable at quarter sessions. 

Ig) As to other false oaths and declarations, see p. 497, post. 

(h) 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 27, s. 1 ; Stephen, Digest of tiie Oiiminal Law, 106 ; Ji. 
T. Aylett (1785), 1 Teim Pep. 63, 69. As to oaths and affirmations, see title 
Evidence. 

(t) Perjury Act, 1728 (2 Geo. 2, c. 25), s. 2; Penal Servitude Act, 1857 
(20 & 21 Viet. c. 3), 8. 2; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 
See P. V. Castro (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 490 ; ( astro v. P, (^1881), 6 App. Gas. 229. 
I’erjury is not triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (6 & 6 
Viet. c. 38), s. 1; P, v. Haynes (1825), Py. & M. 298). The common law 
punishment was fine and imprisonment (3 Co. Inst. 164), 

(k) See Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1901 (4 Edw. 7, c. 15), 5. 15 j 
Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 30 ; and p. 408, ante. 

(a) King v. R. (1849), 14 Q. B. 3i, Ex. Ch. ; see also P. v. White (1829), 1 
Mood. & M. 271 ; 7?. v. Mudie (1831), 1 Mood. & E. 128 ; Clendinning v. (/M alley 
(1842), 1 Con. & Law. 363 (Ir.) ; iJ. v. Tomlinson (1866), L. E. 1 C. G. E. 49; 
7?. V. iVowjf (1867), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 71. Proceedings in an arbiti-ation before a 
county court judge under the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, 
c. 58), are judicial proceedings, and a witness may be indicted for perjury in 
respect of false evidence given therein (E. v. Grossley, [1909] 1 K. B. 411, C. C. A.). 

(o) 3 Co. Inst. 166 ; 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 69, ss. 3, 4. In tne following instances 
it has been held that a false oath amounted to perjury : — P, v. Hughes (1844), 1 
Car. & £ir. 519 (evidence before a grand jury) ; 72. v. Heane (1864), 4 B. & S. 
047 (evidence before a naval court-maiidal, as to which see now Naval Discipline 
Act (29 & 30 Viet. o. 109), s. 67, and as to army courts-martial, Army Act, 
1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 58), s. 126 (2) ) ; 72. v. Millard (1853), Dears. C. 0. 166 
(evidence on hearing of summons for malicious trespass, the information not 
having been given on oath); R, v. Fletcher (1871), L. E. 1 C. C. E. 320; 72. v. 
Chugg (1870), 11 Cox, 0. C. 558 ; 72. v. Berry (1859), Bell, 0. C.46; 72. v. 
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Commissioners for oaths may administer oaths or take affidavits 
for the purposes of any court or matter in England, including 
matters relating to the registration of any instrument, whether 
under Act of Parliament or otherwise (c), and false oaths taken 
before them are punishable as perjury (d). 

If a false affidavit is sworn abroad before a person authorised by 
English law to administer an oath (e), and is used in England, the 
deponent is guilty of perjury (/). If a false affidavit is sworn abroad 
before a person not so authorised the deponent is not guilty of 
perjury, but is guilty of a misdemeanour, if he uses such a false 
document in order to pervert the course of justice (h). 

A person who makes a false promissory oath is not guilty of 
perjury (i), nor is a juror punishable who gives a verdict contrary 
to his oath and the manifest evidence (/c). 

983. To support a charge of perjury it is necessary that the 
evidence alleged to be false should have been material to the issue 
or matter then under the consideration of the court (Z). Evidence 


Simmons (1859), Bell, 0. 0. 168 (evidence of defendant on irregular or defective 
bastardy proceedings in which he had appeared without objecting to irregu- 
larity). In the following cases it was hela that a false oath did not amount to 
perjury, not having been taken before an authority with competent jurisdic- 
tion:— 72. V. Ewington (1841), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 223 (evidence given in bankruptcy 
proceedings, there having been no good petitioning creditor’s debt to support 
the fiat); 72. v. ScotUn (1844), 5 Q. B. 493 (evidence given on the liearing of a 
summons under the Game Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 32), there having been no 
information on oath which was then a condition precedent to the issuing of a 
summons; the authority of 72. v. Scotton was, however, doubted in 72. 
V. Hughes (1879), 4 Q, B. D. 614, 628, 630, C. 0. B., in which it was held 
that if a person is rightly or wi’ongly brought in person before justices 
and a charge of an offence committed within their jurisdiction is then made 
against him, they are acting within their jurisdiction, and perjury may be 
assigned upon false evidence given in the course of such proceedings) ; k. v. 
BacoJi (1870), 1 1 Cox, C. 0. 640 (evidence given on a charge under s. 78 of the High- 
way Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 50), of furious riding, the lustices having under 
that Act only power to fine for furious driving; see now, however, Williams v. 
Evans (1876), 1 Ex, D. 277); 72. v. Clegg (1868), 19 L. T. 47 (evidence given by 
the defendant on the healing of a summons against himself for permitting 
gambling, the defendant not being then a comjjetent witness on his own behalf 
and falsely pretending that he was his own son ; see now Criminal Evidence Act, 
1898 (61 & 62 Yict. c. 36), s. 1) ; 72. v. Lhyd (1887), 19 Q. B. P. 213, C. 0. R. 
(where the defendant had been sworn before the registrar as a witness in an 
examination in banki-uptcy, but the registrar was not present in the room at the 
time when the alleged false evidence was given); 72. v. Cohen (1816), 1 Stark. 
511 (evidence given at the trial of an action brought by two plaintiffs one of 


whom died before the trial, whereb; 
not having been made on the recon 


>y the action had abated, the proper suggestion 
■d). And see title Oaths and Affikmations. 

a CJommissioners for Oaths Act, 1889 (52 Viet. c. 10), s. 1. 

Ibid., 8. 7. 

(e) As to who are such persons, see Commissioners for Oaths Act, 1889 (62 
Viet. c. 10), 8. 6, and B. S.O., Ord. 38, r. 6. 

(/) Commissioners for Oaths Act, 1889 (52 Viet. c. 10), 8. 7 ; and see p. 494,p#s2. 
(ff) Musgrave v. Medex (1816), 19Ves. 652. 

(5) Omealy v. Newell (1807), 8 East, 364, 372. ^ 

h) 1 Hawk P. 0., c. 27, 8. 3; e.g., oaths required by law upon taking certain 
fices that the deponent will faithfully perform the duties of the office. 

(k) BushtlVs Case (1670), 6 State Tr. 999. 

{C) 3 Co. Inst. 167 ; 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 27, s. 8. Whether or not the evidence 
alle^ to be untrue was material is probably a question for the judge, and not 
lor Sie jury (It* v. Cvuriney (1856), 7 Cox, C. 0. Ill, C. 0. B. (Ir.); B, v. Oibbon 
H.L.— IX. U 
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is material if it is of such a nature as in any way to affect directly 
or indirectly the probability of anything to be determined by 
the proceeding (m). Evidence in any way affecting the credit or 
credibility of the deponent or of any other witness is material (n). 
Evidence may be material, although it was legally inadmissible 
and wrongly admitted (o). 

If the false evidence was as to a matter which was only collateral 
to the issue, and which did not affect the credit of the deponent 
or another witness, it is not material, and will not support an 
indictment for perjury (p). 

984. The statement on oath must have been a statement of 
a fact and not a mere opinion (5). But whether or not the 
defendant held the opinion which he swore he did hold, is a question 
of fact upon which an indictment may be founded (?*). 

If a man wilfully and corruptly swears to a particular fact without 
knowing at the time whether this fact is true or false, he is guilty 
of perjury («). 

A false statement does not amount to perjury, unless it was 
made intentionally with some degree of deliberation, and without 
inadvertence (t). 


(1861), Le. & Ca. 109, 114 ; R v. Worley (1849), 3 Cox, 0. C. 635 ; B. v. South 
xuood (1858), 1 F. & P. 356; if. v. Duiuton (1824), By. & M. 109); but there is 
Bome authority to the contrary (see JB. v. Goddard (1861), 2 P, & F. 361 ; R. v. 
Lavey (1850), 3 Car. & Kir. 26). 

(w) 1 Ilawk. 1\ C., c. 69, s. 8 ; Stephen, Digest of the Criminal Law, 107 ; 
R. V. Tyson (1867), L. B. 1 C. C. B. 107. 

(ii) R. V. Gibbon (1862), Le. & Ca. 109 ; R.\. Ba/rer, [1895] 1 Q. B. 797, C. 0. B. 
(all the earlier authorities were referred to in these cases). 

( 0 ) R. V. Phillpotte (1851), 2 Den. 302 ; R, v. Gibbon y supra. 

Ip) 3 Co. Inst. 167 ; 1 llawk. P. C., c. 27, ; R, v. Orupe (1697), 12 Mod. Bop. 

139, 142 ; R, v. Murray (1858), 1 P. & P. 80; R. v. Holden (IS72), 12 Cox, C. 0. 
166. In the last-roontioned case the defendant was indicted for perjury com- 
mitted before justices upon a charge by him against the prosecutor of using 
language calculated to incite to the commission of a breach of the peace. This 
language was alleged to have been used in consequence of the cnielty of the 
defendant to a horse, and the assignment of perjury was upon the defendant’s 
oath that he had committed no act of cruelty to the horse ; Mellor, J., after 
consultation with Lusn, J., Ixeld that the defendant’s words were merely 
collateral to the issue before the justices, and he directed an acquittal. In R, v. 
Dunston (1824), By. & M. 109, it was held by Abbott, C.J., that the defendant 
could not be indicted for perjury in his sworn answer in a Chancery suit for 
specific performance in which he set up the Statute of Frauds as a defence, and 
also denied the existence of any verbal agreement to the effect alleged in the 
bill, this allegation being immaterial and irrelevant; see also R. v. Benesech 
(1796), Peake, Add. Cas. 93, and compare B. v. Yates (1841), Car. & M. 132. 

(q) It. V. Crespigny (1795), 1 Esp. 280. 

(r) MiUer's Case (1773), 21V. Bl. 881, 886; R v. Pedley (1784), 1 Leach, 325; 
1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 27, s, 7, n. ; E. v. Schlesinger (1847), 10 Q. B. 670. 

(«) E. v. Mawbey {Bart.) (1796), 6 Term Bep. 619, 637 ; and this appears to be 
the case even though the lact alleged be true, if the defendant did not know 
or believe it to be true (3 Co. Inst. 166 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0.,c. 27, s. 6; Alim v. 
Westley (1628), Hei 97. See E. v. FetHcus (1903), 67 J. P. 378). 

(t) 1 Hawk. P. a, c. 27, s. 2 ; see E. v. London (1871), 12 Cox, 0. C. 60 , C. C. B 
If the indictment is for perjury in an affidavit which the defendant signed as a 
maiksman, it must be proved that it was read over to him before he swore it, 
unless the jurat states that it was so read over, in which case credit is, in the 
absence of evidence to the contrary, given to the statement in the jurat (E. v. 
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985 . Two or more persons cannot be joined in one indictment 
for perjury, the offence being in its nature several (u). 

An indictment may contain several assignments (a) alleging 
different acts of perjury, and a conviction upon anyone assignment 
will be good (t). 

In an indictment for perjury or for taking a false oath or declara- 
tion it is sufl&cient to set forth the substance of the offence charged 
upon the defendant, and by what court or before whom the oath or 
declaration etc. was taken, without setting forth the pleading, 
indictment, or any part of any proceeding, or the commision or 
authority of the court or person before whom such offence was 
committed (c). 

An indictment for perjury must, however, show that the false 
oath was taken in a judicial proceeding and before a court of com- 
petent jurisdiction (d), but it need not allege in detail facts showing 
that the court had jurisdiction over the matter in question. 


Sect. 4, 
Ofiences 
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to the 
Administra- 
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Justice. 

ladictmcnt. 


Hailey (1824), 1 0. & P. 2o8 ; and seo R. v. Pi tricus^ mpra). If the alleged false 
statement was in a foreign language, it is sufficient to sot forth an English trans- 
lation in the indictment, alleging that the defendant swore “ in substance and to 
the effect following, that is to say [R. v. Thomas (1848), 2 Car. & Kir. 80G). 
The fact that owing to an informality in the jurat or other technicality the 
affidavit could not have been used will not prevent an indictment being founded 
upon it {R. V. Hailey f supra; Bill v. Dament (1841), 8 M. & W. 817, ptr 
Alderson, B. ; R, v. Christian (1842), Car. & M. 888, 393). The offence is 
complete upon the false oath being taken, and the fact that no use was made of 
the affidavit and no proceeding founded upon it is immaterial {R, v. Crossley 
(1797), 7 Term Hep. 315) ; so also is the fact that the false evidence wns rejected 
as inadmissible or withdrawn ( /?. v. Vhillpotts (1851), 2 Den. 302). In R. v. Carr 
(1669), 1 Sid. 418, it was held by the court upon a trial at bar that upon an 
indictment for perjury in an answer in Chancery to which exceptions were 
taken, whereupon a second answer was put in giving explanations, nothing could 
be assigned as perjury which was explained in the second answer, because the 
second answer made that which was at first a perjury no perjury. See the 
observations of Lord Eldon, L.O., on this case in Edivards v. M*Leay (1813), 2 
Ves. & B. atp. 258. In R, v. Jones (1791), Peake, 37, Lord Kenyon, O.J., 
held that in the case of an assignment of perjury upon oral evidence the whole 
of the defendant’s evidence should be prov^, for if in one part of his evidence 
he corrected any mistake he had made in another part of it, it would not bo 
perjury ; but in R. v. DotvUn (1793), Peake, 170, the same judge held that if 
the alleged false statement was an isolated answer, given in cross-examination, 
and entirely unconnected with the original examination, the latter need not be 
proved. See also K v. Rowley (1825), Ey. & M. 299; R, v. Munton (1829), 3 
C. & P. 498. 

(u) R. V. Philips (1731), 2 Stra. 921 ; but it is otherwise in indictments for 
subornation of perjury [R. v. Rhodes (1703), 2 Ld. Eaym. 886), and probably an 
indictment one count of which charges one defendant with perjury and another 
charges another defendant with subornation is good (1 Russell on (irimes, 332, n. 
See for such an indictment 7?. v. Ooodfellow (1842), Oar. &M. 669). The indict- 
ment may charge different acts of perjury in separate counts {Castro v. R. 
(1881), 6 App. Gas. 229). 

(a) The assignment of perjury in on indictment is the formal statement of 
the alleged false evidence. 

E R. V. Rhodes, supra. 

Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100) s. 20. 
jB, V, Pearson (1837), 8 0. & P. 119 ; E. v. Overton (1843J, 4 Q. B. 83; R, ▼. 
Bishop (1842), Oar, & M. 302. Where an indictment for perjiuy stated that the 
false oath h^ been taken at quarter sessions upon the trial of ** a certain 
indictment for misdemeanour” against two persons, it was held that the indict- 
ment for peijury was good, although it did not state what the misdemeanour 
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If the alleged perjury is in an aflSdavit or statutory declaration 
made before a commissioner to administer oaths, it is not sufficient 
to allege generally his authority to take an oath ; the circumstances 
under which the oath was taken should be set out in the indictment 
in order that the court may judge of the authority («). 

The indictment must show, either by an express averment or by 
a statement of the proceedings or facts of the case, that the question 
to which the false statement related was material (/). 

The indictment must show either explicitly or otherwise what the 
material question was to which the alleged false statement related (p). 

The indictment will be bad, unless it alleges that the defendant 
swore “ falsely.” The words “ corruptly,” ” knowingly,” or 
“ maliciously ” are insufficient to supply the defect (h). 

Although in an indictment for the common law offence it is not 
necessary to allege that the defendant swore ” wilfully ” (t), an 
indictment for perjury, in order to satisfy the Perjury Act, 1728 (/c), 
must state that the defendant swore “ wilfully and corruptly ” (1). 

ETlJenct. 986. To prove each assignment of perjury there must either 
be (1) tlie evidence of two witnesses confirming each other in 
substantial matters, and disproving the defendant’s statement alleged 
to be false (m) ; or (2) the evidence of one witness confirmed by 
other independent and corroborative circumstances (n) ; or (8) 
evidence that the defendant has himself made a contradictory 
statement on oath or in writing, and also that such contradictory 
statement was true and that the statement alleged in the 
assignment was false (o). 

WRB or that tho court of quarter sessions had jurisdiction to try it (li. v. 
Danning (1871), L, R. 1 0. 0. K. 290; boo also R, v. Duidia (1793), 5 Tenu 
Rep. 311, 320; R. v. Callaiian (1820), 0 B. & 0. 102; Lavey y, R. (1851), 
17a.B.496,Ex.Ch.). 

(«) H, V. McDonald (1905), 21 Cox, C. C. 70, Darling, J. ; and see 7?. v. 
mt (1843), 4 Q. B. 708. 

(/) R. V. DoM;/tn(1793), 5 Term Rep. 311, 318 ; R. v. Nicholl (1830), 1 B. & Ad. 
21, 24; R.v, Cutis (1850), 4 Cox, C. C. 435; if it does not do so, the defect 
cannot be cured by amendraent (A*, v. llatvi^ (1858), 8 Cox, C. C. 99). 

{g) An averment “that it became and was material to ascertain tne truth of 
the matter hereinafter alleged to have been sworn to and stated by the said J. G. 
upon his oath ” is not a good averment of materiality (R. v. Qoodfellow (1842), 
Car. & M. 509). 

(h) A. v. Oxley (1852), 3 Car, & Kir. 317 ; A. v. Harris (1822), 5 B. & Aid. 
926. 

(t) A. V. Cox (1770), 1 Leach, 71. 

(A;) 2 Geo. 2, o. 25, s. 2. 

u) A. V. Stevens (1826), 5 B. & C. 246. With regard to the form of oath it is 
Bumcient to allege that the defendant was in due manner sworn without stating 
the form of oath (A. v. M^Cariher (1792), Peake, 155, wr Lord Kenyon, C.J.). 
The various assignments of perjury must be negatived by averments as in an 
indictment for obtaining property by false pretences (A. v. Perrott (1814), 2 
M. & S. 379, 386). As to venue, see pp. 280, n., 284, n., ante, 

(m) A, V. Yates (1841), Car. & M. 132; A. v. Parker (1842), Car. & M. 639. 

(fi) A. V. Boulter (1861), 3 Oar. & Kir, 236 ; A. v. Braithwaite (1869), 8 CJox, 
C. 0. 264; A. v. Webster (1859), 1 F. & F. 616, where even a memorandum made 
by the witness at the time was held by Cogkburn, C.J., to be sufficient 
corroboration, ssd guotrs; see 1 Bussell on Crimes, 371, n. 

(o) In A. V. Knitl (1822), 6 B. & Aid. 929, n. (see also 939, n.), it was held that 
tndenoe that the defendant had upon ano^er occasion made a contradictory 
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The averment in the indictment of the words alleged to have 
been spoken must be strictly proved (p). Offences 

Evidence must also be given that the oath was taken in a judicial relating 
proceeding and before acourt or person of competent jurisdiction, and . , 
for this purpose the record of the proceedings must be proved (3). ^ 

— Justice. 

statement on oath was sufficient without further evidence showing which of bis 


two statements was false ; but it is submitted that this is not law (see B, v. Hook 
(1868), Dears. & B. 60G, where it was said bjr Pollock, C.B., at p. 614, that 
probably no judge would now direct a conviction upon such evidence as was 
deemed sufficient in It, v. KniH without confirmatory circumstances; It, v. 
Wheatland (1838), 8 C. & P. 238 ; It, v, Jackson (1823), 1 Lew. C. C. 270 ; It. v. 
Hughes (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 519). Where one witness proves the falsity of the 
defendant’s statement which is the subject of the indictment, contradictoiy 
written statements by the defendant, though not made upon oath, have been hold 
to be a sufficient corroboration (It, v. Mayhem (1834), 6 0. & P. 315). It is not 
necessary to prove by two witnesses every fact which goes to make out an 
assignment of perjury (72. v. lioherts (1848), 2 Car. & Kir. 607 ; It, v. Hare 
(1876), 13 Cox, C. C. 174). 

(v) R. V. Bird (1891), 17 Cox, C. C. 387, where the averment was that the 
defendant had sworn he had seen a oei*tain person at 1 1.16 a.m., but the evidence 
showed that the defendant had sworn he had seen him at 11.15, but without 
stating whether it was a.m. or p.m., and Day, J., directed an acquittal. To 
prove what the defendant swore a witness must be called who heard his 
evidence given ; a magistrate’s clerk’s notes or those of a shorthand writer may 
be used by the person who wrote them to refresh his memory in giving evidence, 
but they are not themselves evidence (R, v. NeiouU (1852), 6 Cox, C. 0. 21), nor 
are the judge’s notes (R. v. Child (1851), 6 Cox, 0. C. 197, 203) ; what was said 
by tho judge in delivering judgment in the court in which the oath was taken 
is not evidence (72. v. Britton (1893), 17 Cox, C. C. 627), nor is the result of the 
proceedings in that court (72. v. Oood/ellow (1842), Car. &M. 569, 674; 72. v. Fontaine 
Moreau (1848), 1 1 Q. B. 1028). The judge may apparently be subpoenaed to prove 
what evidence was given before him (72. v. Morgan (1852), 6 Cox, C. C. 107, 108, 
Martin, B.), but that course ought not to be taken (72. v. Gazard (1838), 8 
C. & P. 695, Patteson, J.) ; and it appears that persons occupying a judicial 
position, though they are competent witnesses, cannot be compelled to give 
evidence as to what has taken place before them when acting in that capacity 
(Ellis V. Saltau (1808), 4 C. & P. 327, n. ; Ponsford v. Swayne (1861), 4 L. T. 
(n. s.) 15), and Pollock, B., is stated to have refused to give such evidence 
(2 Taylor, Evidence, 987, n.). 

(^ As to proceedings in tne High Court, see R. v. Scott (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 415, 
0. 0. R., where it was held sufficient to produce the filed copies of the writ and 
pleadings. A sealed copy of the minutes of proceedings in a county court, 
certified by the registrar, are sufficient proof of such proceedings and of the 
regularity thereof, and of the due appointment of the judge or deputy judge 
(County Courts Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 43), s. 28; 72. v. RoheHs (1878), 14 
Cox, C. C. 101, C. C. E.). If the peijury is alleged to have taken place at a 
criminal trial, the procewings may be proved by the production of the record by 
the officer of the court. A certificate containing the substance and effect only 
(omitting the formal part) of the indictment and trial for any felony or mis- 
demeanour purporting to be signed by the clerk of the court or other officer 
of the court having custody of the records of the court where the indictment 
was tried, or his deputy, is upon the trial of any indictment for perjury or 
subornation of perjury sufficient evidence of the trial of such indictment without 
proof of the signature or official character of the person appearing to have 
sign^ the certificate (Oriminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 16 Viet. c. 100), s. 22). 
The indictment alone is not sufficient evidence of the proceedings (72. v. Coles 
(1887), 16 Cox, C. 0. 166), but production by the officer of tho court of the 
caption, indictment, and minutes from which the record would be drawn up is 
sufficient (B. v. Newman (1862), 2 Den. 390). If the alleged perjury was 
committed before justices the information must be proved and also the 
summons, and notice should be given to the defendant to produce the originsl 
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Evidence must be given to prove that the alleged false statement 
was false to the defendant’s knowledge. Further evidence may be 
given to show that the perjury was wilful and corrupt, by 
proof of expressions of malice used by the defendant towards the 
person against whom he gave the false evidence (r). 

987. A judge of a superior court, justice or commissioner of assize, 
nisi piivs, or gaol delivery, recorder, deputy recorder, chairman, or 
other judge of quarter sessions, judge or deputy judge of a county 
court or any court of record, justices of the peace in special or petty 
sessions, and a sheriff or deputy sheriff before whom any writ of 
inquiry or similar writ from any of the superior courts is executed, 
may, in case it shall appear that any person has been guilty of 
perjury in any evidence given or any affidavit etc. or other pro- 
ceeding before him, direct such person to be prosecuted for such 
perjury and may commit him for trial («). 

988. Declarations have been substituted by various statutes (a) 
for oaths and affidavits in many cases. In any case where a 
declaration is so substituted by statute for an oath, or is authorised 
by statute to be made, any person who wilfully and corruptly 
makes such a declaration knowing it to be untrue in any material 
particular is guilty of a misdemeanour (6). 


Bummons, if it was served upon him {R, v. Neiuall (1852), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 21 ; R. v. 
Hurrell (1862), 3 F. & P. 271; R. v. TF/i?/brow (1861), 8 Cox, 0. 0.438; R 
V. Dillon (1877), 14 Cox, 0. 0. 4); but if the defendant appeared before the 
justices, proof of the summons is not necessary (R, v. Shaw (1865), Le. & Ca. 579, 
586, 592 ; R, v. Smith (1867), L. B. 1 C. 0. B llO). To prove the jurisdiction 
of the justices upon a charge under the Licensing Acts with reference to 
licensed premises the licence must be put in evidence (R, v. Lewis (1872), 12 
Cox, C. 0. 163 ; R. v. Lvana (1890), 17 Cox, C. 0. 37). That a commissioner to 
administer oaths has acted os sucn is primd facie evidence of his authority to 
take the oath, without proof of his commission {R, v. Howard (1832), 1 
Mood, & B. 187 ; R. v. Newton (1844), 1 Car. & Elir. 469, 480). The commissioner 
need not be called as a witness, if the jurat of the affidavit states that the 
affidavit was taken before him by the defendant, and if his handwriting and 
that of the defendant are proved {R, v. Morris (1761), 2 Burr. 1189; R, v. 
Spencer (1824), 1 C. & P. 2601. 

(r) R, V. Munion (1829), 3 C. & P. 498. See R. v. Stevens (1826), 5 B. & C. 246. 

(s) Criminal Proceduie Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 19. As to com- 
mencing prosecutions for perjury while the proceeding in which the perjury is 
alleged to have been committed is still pending, see R. v. Ingham (1849), 14 
Q. B. 396 j R. v. Ashhurn (1837), 8 C. & P. 50; redddl v. RuUer (1837), 8 C. & 
P. 337. 

(a) E.g,, Statutory Declarations Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 62). As to false 
declarations in matters relating to certain branches of the revenue, see s. 5 ; as 
to excise, Revenue Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet, a 14), s. 25 ; as to customs, Customs 
Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. o. 36), s. 168 ; as to taxes, Taxes 
Management Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 19), s. 66. See also pp. 536, 553, 557, 
post. 

(h) Statutory Declarations Act, 1835 (5 & jB Will. 4, o. 62), s. 21. See 
also Commissioners for Oaths Act, 1889 (52 Viet. c. 10), ss. 7, 11, which 
provides that any person making a false oath or declaration in accordance 
with the provisions of that Act sWl be guilty of perjury. The Act applies 
(s. 1 (2)) to affiidavits and declarations made for the purposes of any court 
or matter in England, including matters eodosiastic^ or relating to applica- 
tions for notarial xacultdes or the registration of any instrument vmether under 
an Act of Parliament or otherwise. These offences are not triable at quarter 
sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 A 6 Viet. e. 38), s. 1), 
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. The punishment for such an offence, where there is no other 
expressly mentioned, is fine and imprisonment without bard 
lalK)ur (c). 

989 . It is declared by statute (ci) to be unlawful, and is therefore 
a misdemeanour punishable with fine and imprisonment without 
hard labour, fora justice of the peace or other person to administer, 
or cause to be administered, any oath, affidavit, or solemn affirma- 
tion touching any matter whereof such justice or other person had 
no jurisdiction or cognisance by some statute then in force. 

Although a false oath taken before anyone who has authority to 
administer an oath, but not taken in a judicial proceeding, does not 
properly speaking constitute perjury, the taking of such a false oath 
is a misdemeanour at common law, if it be done with an illegal or 
improper object and in a matter of public concern (c), and upon an 
indictment for perjury the defendant may be convicted of such 
misdemeanour, if the indictment states facts sufficient to constitute 
the offence of taking a false oath (/). 

The punishment for taking such a false oath is imprisonment 
without hard labour and fine. 

Sub-Sect. 3 . — Sulornation of Perjury, 

990 . Everyone is guilty of the common law misdemeanour of 
subornation of perjury who procures another person to take a 
false oath amounting to perjury. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years {()), 

(r) The punishment for delivering a declaration in which the particulars 
required by the Hevonue Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. o. 14), are not fully and truly 
stated is a penalty of £20 {ibid., s, 25) ; under the Customs Consolidation Act, 
1876(39 & 40 Viet. c. 36), the penalty is £100 s. 168) ; under the Taxes 
Management Act, 1880 (-13 & 44 VicL o. 19), the punishment is imprisonment 
without hard labour for not more than six months and a penalty of treble the 
amount of the duty for which the offender has been charged (I’fttc/., s. 66). 

(d) Statutory Declarations Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 62), s. 13. There is an 
exception in favour of oaths r^uirod by the laws of foreign countries to give 
validity to instruments in writing to be used in such countries ; as to the 
indictment in such a case, see B* v. Nott (1843), 4 Q. B. 768. As to unlawful 
oaths, see p. 465, ante. 

(e) The following are instances : — B. v. Chapman (1849), 1 Den. 432 (false 
oath before a surrogate to obtain a marriage licence) ; Be BmaUmy Ex parte 
Overton (1815), 2 l^se, 257 (affidavit in support of petition to st^ a certificate 
in bankruptcy); B. v. Hodokiss (1869), L. K. 1 0. 0. R. 212 (affidavit for the 
purpose of getting a bill of sale filedh The making of a false affidavit for this 
purpose is now made perjury by the Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), 
B. 17. Bee title Bills of Sale, Vol. III., p. 48. 

(/) B, V. Hodgkm, supra, 

\q) Perjury Act, 1728 (2 Geo. 2, c. 25), s. 2 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1857 (20 <k 
21 Viet. c. 3), 8. 2 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The 
offence is not triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet, 
c. 38), 8. 1). If a solicitor who has been convicted of j^erjuir, subornation of 
perjury, forgery, or common barrat^, afterwards acts as soKcitor or agent in 
any action, me judge of the court in which the action is brought may mquire 
into the matter in a summary way and sentence him to penal servitude for seven 

S ears (Frivolous Arrests Act, 1725 (12 Geo. 1, c, 29), s. 4, made perpetual by 
le since rep^ed stat (1747) 21 Geo. 2, c. 3), 
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To attempt or conspire to persuade or incite a person to give 
false evidence, although not amounting to subornation of perjury 
unless the perjury is actually committed, is a misdemeanour at 
common law punishable by fine and imprisonment (u). 

Attempting, by the manufacture of false evidence, to mislead a 
judicial tribunal and to pervert the course of justice is a common law 
misdemeanour, whether or not the tribunal is misled and even if it 
does not in fact sit (6). 

991. In an indictment for subornation of perjury or for corrupt 
bargaining or contracting with any person to commit perjury, or for 
inciting, causing, or procuring any person unlawfully, wilfully, 
falsely, fraudulently, deceitfully, maliciously, or corruptly to take or 
subscribe any oath, affirmation, declaration, affidavit, deposition, 
notice, certificate, or other writing, it is sufficient, wherever such 
perjury or other ofience has been committed, to allege the offence of 
the person who actually committed it in the same manner as in an 
indictment for perjury (c), and then to allege that the defendant 
unlawfully, wilfully, and corruptly caused and procured such person 
to do and commit the said offence in manner and form aforesaid. 
Where such perjury or other offence has not been committed, it is 
sufficient to set forth the substance of the offence charged upon the 
defendant without averring any of the matters unnecessary to be 
averred in the case of perjury {d), 

Sub-Seot. 4. — Interfering with Wiineeses, 

992. It is a common law misdemeanour, with the object of 
defeating the course of justice, to dissuade, intimidate, or prevent, 
or try to dissuade, intimidate, or prevent, a person who is bound 
to give evidence in a criminal matter from doing so (c). 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment with or without 
hard labour and fine (/). 

It is a high contempt of court, punishable, either summarily by 
the court in which the matter is pending or on indictment, by fine 
and imprisonment with or without hard labour, to use such violent 
and inflammatory language at public meetings or otherwise as is 


(a) 1 Hawk. P. C., o. 27, ss. 9, 10 ; B. v. Barhj (1702), 7 Mod. Rep. 100, 101 ; 
B, V. Higgins (1801), 2 East, 5, 17 ; stat. (15G2-3) 5 Eliz. c. 9. As to dissuading 
witnesses from giving evidence, see p. 600, post, 

(b) B* V. VnoneSt ns^l] 1 B. 360, C. C. R. (fraudulently tampering with 
samples which would have been placed before an arbitrator, if an arbitration 
had taken place); Omealy v. Hewell (1807), 8 East, 364 (putting forward a 
false affidavit sworn abroad, upon which perjury could not be assigned). 

(c) See p. 493, ante. 

[a) Criminal Procedure Act, 1861 (14 & 15 Viet. o. 100), a 21. As to the 
matters unnecessary to bo averred in an indictment for perjury, see p. 493, ante, 
(e) 1 HAwk. P. 0., 0. 6, s. 15; Stephen, Digest of the Onmnaf Law, 113; 
B, V. Lawtey (1731), 2 Stra. 904 ; R. v. Loughran (1839), 1 Craw. & D. 79 ; 
Shaw v. SJiati; (1861), 31 L. J. (p. M. & A.) 36; Re Booley (Rucker'e Caee) 
(1898), 79 L. T. 306. As to subornation of perjury, see p. 497, ante. 

(/) See Ciiminal Procedure Act, 1861 (14 & 15 Viet, c, 100), s. 29 ; R. v. 
Buivmton (1802), 2 East, 362. This offence is triable at quarter sessions. 
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likely to influence the minds of witnesses who will be called upon 6k>t. 4. 
to give evidence in a pending prosecution (^). Offences 

993. Everyone is by statute (h) guilty of a misdemeanour who 

threatens or punishes or injures, or attempts to punish or injure, Admlnlstra- 
any person for having given evidence upon any inquiry held under tion of 

a royal commission or by a parliamentary committee or pursuant Justice, 
to any statutory authority, unless such evidence was given in bad witn^ at 
faith. 

The punishment for this offence is a fine of £100 or imprisonment 
without hard labour for not more than three months (i). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Barratry and Maintenance and Champerty^ 

994. A barrator is a common mover and exciter, or maintainor, Barratry, 
of suits and quarrels either in the courts themselves or in the 
country, as by a disturbance of the peace, or wliere the right to 

the possession of land is in controversy in taking or keeping 
possession by force, subtlety, or deceit, or by making false inven- 
tions and sowing calumnies, rumours, and reports whereby discord 
and disquiet may grow between neighbours {k). 

The offence is a common law misdemeanour punishable by fine 
and imprisonment without hard labour (Z). 

995. Maintenance and champerty (m) are misdemeanours at MaiatenaDc# 
common law (n), and specific punishments for various offences of cic. 


[g) R. V. Omlow and JVhaUey (1873), 12 Cox, 0. C. 338; and see title Co:^« 
TEMPT OF CouuT, Vol. VIT., p. 200. Tho offence is triable at quarter sessions, 

(/i) Witnesses (Public Inquiries) Protection Act, 1802 (55 & 56 Viet, c, 04), 
8. 2. The case may be heard and determined bjr a court of summary jurisdiction, 
unless the prosecutor or the defendant wishes it to be sent for trial (s. 3). This 
offence is triable at quarter sessions, except, it seems, in tho metropolitan area 
{ih'd.). 

(i) Ihid., 8. 2. The offender may also bo ordered to pay compensation to tho 
person injured (s, 4). 

(!•) Co. Litt, 308 a. No one can be a barrator in respect of one act only. The 
indictment must charge the defendant with being a common barrator (1 Hawk. 
P. C., c. 27, 8, 5) ; particulars of the specific instances intended to bo proved 
must be given to the defendant s. 13), and the prosecution will not be 
allowed to give evidence of any other instances than those specified in the 
particulars {VAnson v. Stuart (1787), 1 Term Hep. 748, 754). With the 
exception of R, v. Bill grave (Guildford Assizes, 1889, referred to in Archbold, 
Criminal Pleading, p. 1079) it is believed that there has not boon a prosecution 
for barratry for many years. Barratry is also used in another sense to 
mean a fraud committed by the master or seamen of a ship (see Earle v. 
Roweroft (1806), 8 Ea>t, 126, and title Insubance). Barratry of this kind is 
a crime 0'odd v. Ritchie (1816), 1 Stark. 240), but is not indictable eo nomine, 
but under the name of some such offence as larceny, fraud, malicious injury, 

(?) 1 Sawk. P. 0., c. 27, 8. 14. A person who, after being convicted of 
barratry, practises as a solicitor in the High Court, may be punished summarily 
by that court and sentenced to seven years’ penal servitude, or to imprison - 
mont with or without hard labour for two years (Frivolous Arrests Act, 1725 
(12 Geo. 1, c. 29), s. 4, made perpetual by stat. (1747) 21 Geo, 2, c. 3;. Quaere^ 
whether barratry is triable at quarter sessions. 

(m) As to what constitutes maintenance and champerty, and the exceptions 
to Ae rule that they are illogal, see title AcnoK, Vol. 1., p. 51. 

(n) 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 27, s. 4 ; Pechell v. WaUon (1841), 8 M. & W. 691, 700. 
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this character are provided by ancient statutes (o), Which still 
remain nnrepealed, but which have fallen into disuse ( p). 

It is lawful for persons to combine togeliher to prosecute ft 
guilty person or one against whom there are reasonable grounds of 
suspicion (q) ; but, in cases in which the maintenance of civil suits 
is illegal (r), combinations to maintain such suits are punishable, 
whether they are well founded or not, every conspiracy to commit 
an illegal act being an indictable misdemeanour (s). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Conspiracy to obstruct the Course of Justice, 

996. It is a misdemeanour at common law for two or more 
persons to conspire together (0 to obstruct, defeat, pervert or 
prevent the course of public justice (tt), either by bringing a false 
criminal charge against a man (a) or by preventing a witness from 
giving evidence in a criminal prosecution or agreeing with him 
that he should not attend at the trial for that purpose (6), or by 
publishing matter calculated to interfere with the course of justice 
or to pervert the minds of the court or of the jurors (c), or by pro- 
ducing in court evidence known to be false (d). 

The punishment for the offence is fine and imprisonment with or 
without hard labour (e). 

It is no defence to a charge of conspiracy to accuse of a crime 
that the indictment or other proceedings preferred or intended to 
be preferred were insufficient, or that the court had no jurisdiction, 
or that the charge was not a grave one (/). 

(o) Stats. (1275) 3 Edw. 1, co. 25, 28 (stat. Westminster the First); (1285) 13 
Edw. 1, c. 49 (stat. Westminster the Second) ; (1300) 28 Edw. 1, c. 11 ; (1305) 
33 Edw. 1 ; (1327) 1 Edw. 3, c. 14; (1377) lEic. 2, c.4 ; (1383) 7 Eic. 2, o. 15; 
(1640) 32 Hon. 8, c. 9. 

(p) There has been no prosecution for such an offence for many years, 

{q) R, V. Best (1704), 1 Salk. 174; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 27, s. 7. 

( r ) See title Aciton, Vol. I., pp. diet seq. 

(s) R. V. Opie (1670), 1 Wms. Saund. (ed. 1845) 300, k, where the informa- 
tion was for a conspiracy to obtain a verdict in a civil action by bribing two 
nersons to procure themselves to be sworn as jurors. 

(t) As to conspiracy, see p. 260, ante. As to compounding offences, see 
p. 503, post. 

(n) See Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. o. 100), s. 29. 

(a) Btat. (1305) 33 Edw. 1, c. 4 (Ordinacio de Conspiratonbus) ; R. y. Rispal 
(1702), 3 Burr. 1320; R. y. Spragg (1760), 2 Burr. 993. If the object of the 
conspiracy to bring a criminal charge be to extort money, and the indictment so 
alleges, it is immaterial whether the charge is true or false (22. v. Hdlingherry 
(1825), 4 B. & 0. 329; R. v. JacoU (1815), 1 Cox, C. 0. 173). See also R. v. 
McDaniel {VI Post. 121; 19 State Tr, 809, where the person accused of the 
crime connived at the accusation and was a party to the conspiracy, the object 
being fraudulently to obtain a reward. 

(5) R. y. Steventon (1802), 2 Bast, 362; R. y. ffamp{lS52), 6 Cox, 0. C. 167. 

(c) R. V. Titbits, [1902] 1 K. B. 77, 90, C. 0. B. 

{(f) R. V. Mawbey (1796), 6 Term^ Bep. 619, 635, where the defendants 
wore convicted of conspiracy to put in evidence a false certificate under their 
hands os justices with reference to the repair of a highway. A conspiracy to 
charge a man falsely with being the father of a bastard child is indictable (IL 
y. Best Salk. m). 

(«) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Yict. c. 100), s. 29, A conspiracy 
to commit perjury or subornation of perjury, or to forge evidence, or to destroy 
wills or evidence of title to realty, is not triable at quarter sessions, but con- 
spiracies to defeat the ends of justice by other means are triable in such a 
court (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1). 

(/) 1 Hawk, P. 0., 0 , 27| s. 3 ; B. y. Rispal, supra. So wnere a man maliciously 
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. 997. Everyone is guilty of a misdemeanour at common law who 
destroys or disposes of a dead* body in order to prevent an 
inquest being held, in a case where an inquest may lawfully be 
held(^). 

The punishment for this oflfence is fine and imprisonment with- 
out hard labour (h). 


Sub-Sect. 'I,— Contempt of Court, 

998. It is a contempt of any court of justice to disturb and 
obstruct the court by insulting it in its presence and at a time when 
it is actually sitting (i), or to disobey its orders or warrants made 
within its jurisdiction (y), or to publish matter likely to impede the 
course of justice by prejudicing parties before their cause is heard, 
or to intimidate or influence jurors or witnesses (i), or to scandalise 
the court itself. 

Contempt of court is a misdemeanour at common law and punish- 
able by fine and imprisonment wdthout hard labour (/). 

Contempt of a court of record is also punishable summarily 
by committal or attachment by that court, and this is the course 
usually taken (7?i). But in all cases the remedy by indictment 
remains. 


prefers an indictment, lie is liable to an action, altbongh the indictment may 
Lave been defective (Pippet v. Hearn (18.2), 5 13. & Aid. 634). 

{g) Anon, (1702), 7 Mod. Rep. 10; Ji. v. Price (1884), 12 ft. B. D. 217 ; It, v. 
Stephenson (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 331, 338, 0. 0. E. As to cases in which an 
inquest may lawfully be held, see title ConoNERS, Vol. VIIL, p, 230. 

Ui) This offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(i) R, V. Harrison (1038), Cro. Car. 603 ; Ex parte Marlborough {Dnle) 
(1844), 5 ft. B. 955 ; and see the judgment of the court delivered by Cave, J., in 
R. V. Drompton County Court Judge^ [1893] 2 ft. B. 195. IIOLT, C.J., appears 
to have thought that a mere insolent expression used to a judge in court was not 
indictable (i2. v. Rogers (1702), 7 Mod. Rep. 28 ; and see R. v. Au;i (1 7 1 3), 10 Mod. 
Eep. 186), and that the proper punishment was to proceed summarily for con- 
tempt. But see 2 Hawk. H 0., c. 22, s. 35. In the case of a contempt of a 
court not of record, the only remedy is to order the removal of the offender or 
to proceed by indictment or information. The court itself has no power to 
commit, and the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice has no 
summary power in sudi a case [Ex parte Hyndrmin (1886), 2 T. L. R. 351). See 
Willis V. Maclachlan (1876), 1 Ex. D. 376 ; R, v. Wehh^ Ex parte Hawker ^ 
TimeSy 24th Januaiy, 1699, p. 13; as to criminal informations for libel in such 
a case, see R, v. Watson (1878), 23 Sol. Jo. 86; Ex parte Radnor [Earl) (1869), 
33 J. P. 740 ; R, v. Masters (1889), 6 T. L. R. 44 ; R. v. Russell^ Ex parte Morris 
(1905), 69 J. P. 450. 

{j) As to the powers of the sheriff to arrest those who resist him in the 
execution of writs, see Sheriffs Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 65), s. 8 (2). 

(A:) pp. 489, 498, ante, 

(/) Dickinson’s ftuartor Sessions, Gth ed. 309. The offence is triable at 
quarter sessions, ibid, 

^ (w) Upon the subject of contempt of court generally and its summary punish, 
xnent, see title Contempt of Court, Yol. VIL, pp. 280, 307. Nearly all the cases 
in which the offence has been punished on indictment are where the orders of 
justices in quarter or petty sessions have been disobeyed. See R, v. Robinson 
(1759), 2 Burr. 799, 804 (order of quarter sessions to maintain children) ; R, v. 
Johnson (1816), 4 M. & S. 515 (order of qiiarter sessions on treasurer to pay costs 
of a prosecution) ; R, v. Jeyts (1835), 3 Ad. & El, 416 (similai* order by a court of 
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Cbihinal Law and Procedube. 


SwjT. 4. In the case of disobedience of an order by a ministerial ofiScer 
Offences the proper remedy is by indictment, or by attachment if the court 
relating has power to attach (n). 

Admlnlstra- 999. A. person cannot be found guilty of disobedience to the order 
tionot of a court, if the order was made in a matter in which the court 

Justice, making it had no jurisdiction (o), but if there was jurisdiction to 

— make the order, the question whether it was rightly made on the 

merits will not be considered (p). 

The defendant may give in evidence by way of excuse that he 
has done everything in his power to obey the order (q). 

Personal service of the whole order, or a copy, must have been 
made on the defendant (r). 

iniultlng 1000. An indictment or information will not lie for insulting 
ma^gtrBte* ^ords spoken to or of a magistrate when he is not sitting as such, 

an ju ges. ^jjjggg jjjg tendency of the words is to provoke a breach of the 

peace (s) ; but scandalising a judge by personal scurrilous abuse of 
him as a judge, or any act done or writing published which is 
calculated to bring a court into contempt or to lower the authority 
of the judge of the court, is contempt of court, and is punishable by 
indictment or information as well as by the summary process of 
committal (<). 


assizo); B, v. Bruly (1849), 1 Den. 41G (bastardy order made at petty 
Beesions); Boe also B, y. Ferrall (1850), 2 Den. 61); B, v. Sewell (1845), 8 
Q, B. 161 (order of restitution of premises by justices of assize under the Distress 
for Rent Act, 1787 (11 Geo. 2, c. 19, s. 17)) ; R v. Walker (1875), 18 Cox, 0. C. 
94 (order against waste made by the Epping Forest Commissioners under 
the Epping Forest Amendment Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 95), s. 5). Tlio 
last-mentioned case is, however, rather an illustration of the piinciplo that it 
is a misdemeanour at common law to obstruct the due execution of an Act of 
Parliament or of the powers given by it, as to which see also B. v. Smith (1780), 
2 Doug. (k. b.) 441. See p. 232, ante, 

(fi) An indictment or attachment is tbo proper jiroceeding, and a mandamus 
will not be granted when a public oHicer has received an order from his 
masters or any competent authority and disobeys it ; when tlicre is no such 
order and an act is required to be done, a mandamus will be granted; and 
when there is such an order and the ministerial officer is only put forward as the 
nominal party and there are other persons who are really to bo acted on by the 
mandamus, the mandamus will be granted {B. v. Bristow (1795). G Term Rep. 1 G8 ; 
B, v. Surrey {County Treasurer) (1819), 1 Chit. 650; R, v. IfW DUton {Uigh- 
way Surveyors) (1849), 18 L. J. (m. c.) 218; see also B, v. Payn (1837), 6 Ad. 
& ill. 892, 401; B. v. Oswestry {Treasurer) (1848), 12 Q. B. 239). 

(o) B, V. Hollis (1819), 2 Stark. 536 ; B, v. Soper (1825), 3 B. & C. 857. 

(p) R, V. Mytton (1785), 4 Doug. (K. B.) 833; B, v. Qilkes (1827), 3 
0. & P. 52. 

(q) R, V. Gash (1817), 1 Stark. 441, 445. 

(r) R, Y. Kingston (1806), 8 East, 41; R, v. Jones (1840), 2 Mood. C. 0. 
171. 

(fl) Ex parte Chapman (1836), 4 Ad. & El. 773 ; and see Ex parte Marlborough 
(Duke) (1844), 5 Q. B. 955 ; B, v. Bevel (1721), 1 Stra. 420 ; A v. Pocock (1741), 
2 Stra. 1167 ; 2?. Y. Welije (1809), 2 Camp. 142. 

ig R, Y. Read and Hnggonson (1742), 2 Atk. 469, 471 ; McLeod y. 8U Auhyn^ 
91 A. 0. 549, 661, P. C. ; R, y. Gray, [1900] 2 Q. B. 36, 40, 41. But honest, 
lou^h adYerse, criticism in temperate language of the conduct of a judge ii 
permissible, and much latitude will in such a case be allowed {R, y. Gray, eupra^ 
at p. 40). And see title Contxicft of Cotot, YoL VII., pp. 283 a seg. 
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Sect. 6, — OJencei relating to Arrest, the Prosecution and Punish^ 
ment of Criminals, and the Execution of Civil Process. 

Sxjb-Sec3T. 1. — Misprision, 

1001. Misprision of treason is a common law misdemeanour, and 
consists in the bare knowledge and concealment of high treason 
without any degree of assent thereto (u). 

A mere general knowledge that a rebellion is intended without 
any knowledge of the persons engaged or of particulars of the 
design is not sufficient to constitute the offence (a:). 

A person knowing that treason is plotted or committed is bound 
to reveal it as soon as he can to a judge of assize or a justice of the 
peace (y). 

Two witnesses are necessary for a conviction, as in treason (a). 

The punishment for misprision of treason is imprisonment for 
life, with forfeiture of goods and of the profits of lands for life (b), 

1002. Misprision of felony is a common law misdemeanour, and 
consists of the concealing of a felony by a person who knows of 
but does not consent to it. 

This offence is punisliable by fine and imprisonment without hard 
labour (c). In the case of an officer, as a sheriff or bailiff, the term 
of imprisonment is fixed at one year, as well as a ransom at the 
King’s pleasure (rf). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Compounding Offences. 

1003. It is a misdemeanour at common law (c) to compound a 
felony, i.c,, to agree in consideration of the return of goods stolen 
or of any other advantage not to prosecute a person who has 
committed a felony. 

The punishment for the offence is fine and imprisonment without 
hard labour (/). 

It is no offence to abstain from prosecuting fr/), or simply to 
promise not to prosecute, or to take back goods which have been 

(u) Stat. (1554) 1 (fe 2 Ph. & Mar. c. 5, s. 8 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 5, s. 2 ; 1 Halo, 
P. C. 371. And see title Constitutional Law, Vol. VJ., p. 353. As to 
infants, see note {q) on p. 240, ante, 

(x) Kel. 21. 

(y) 1 Hale, P. C. 372. It would probably now be sufficient, if tbo information 
were given to a responsible officer of police. 

(a) 1 Hale, P. C. 300. 

(5j 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 48, 8. 15; 1 Hale, P. C. 374. The Forfeiture Act, 1870 
(33 & 34 Viet. c. 23), s. 1, appeals not to apply to this offence, which is neither 
treason nor felony. This offence is not tiiable at quarter sessions (Quarter 
Sessions Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1^. 

(c) 1 Hale, P. 0. 374. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. As to 
infants, see note (q) on p. 240, ante, 

{d) Ibid, There nas been no prosecution for this offence for many years. The 
expression “misprison of felony” has “somewhat passed into Jesuetude” 

( ivilliams v. Bayley (1866), L. E. 1 H. L. 200, at p. 220, per Lord Westbuet ; 
bat ffie fact that mere concealment of a felony without any participation in it is 
still a oriminal offence may affect the validity of a transaction based on such 
concealment (see Williams v. B(wl^ (1866), L. R 1 H. L. 200, 220). 

(e) 3 Co. Inst 134 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 7, ss. 5, 6, 7, The offence was anciently 
known as theft-bote. 

(/) The offence is triable at quarter sessions 
See supra. 
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CaiMiNAL Law and Procedure. 

stolen, unless they are returned in consideration of a promise to 
favour the thief either by not prosecuting him or otherwise (h). 

It is the agreement not to prosecute which constitutes the offence, 
and it is immaterial whether there is or is not a subsequent failure 
to prosecute (i). A person may be convicted of the offence of 
compounding a larceny although he is not the owner of the stolen 
goods (J). 

An agreement to compound a misdemeanour of a public nature, 
even if made with the consent of the judge at the trial, is unlawful in 
the sense that such an agreement can give rise to no civil right and 
no action can be brought upon it (k) ; in some cases, when the 
object of the agreement is to obstruct or prevent the course of 
justice, the persons who enter into such an agreement are, it seems, 
guilty of a common law misdemeanour (1). 

1004 . It is by statute (m) a misdemeanour for a common informer 
or plaintiff in an action on a penal statute to compound or agree 
with a person alleged to have offended against such statute, until the 
defendant has made his answer in court, and such compounding 
is then only lawful with the consent of the court. 

The offence may be committed, even although proceedings for a 
penalty liave not been commenced (n), and even if there has been 
no offence against the penal statute, if money is taken to prevent 
threatened proceedings under the statute (o). 

The offence is not committed, if the infringement of the penal 
statute is only cognisable by magistrates (p). 

The punishment for this offence is fine or imprisonment without 
hard labour or both, and the offender is upon conviction disqualified 
from thereafter suing upon any penal statute (q). 

Sub-Sect. 3.-- Corrupt Hewards, 

1005 . Everyone is by statute O’) guilty of a felony who corruptly 
takes any money or reward directly or indirectly under pretence or 

(h) 1 Hawk, P. 0., c. 7, s. 7. 

(i) E, v. Burgm (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 141, 0. 0. E. ; but see R. v. Stone (1830), 
4 0. & P. ‘379, where an acquittal was directed because after the compounding 
the defendant had in fact prosecuted the felon to conviction, which case, however, 
cannot, since R, v. Burgees ^ eujpra^ bo considered as of any authority. 

(/) R, V. Burgees^ supra, 

(k) Collins Y,Blantern (1767), 2 Wils. 341; 1 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., 369 ; 
Ktir V. Leeman (1844), 6 Q. B. 308 ; (1846), 9 Q, B. 371, Ex. Ch. ; Windhill 
Local Board of Health v. Vint (1890), 45 Ch. D. 35], 0. A. 

(l) deeper Wilmot, C.J., in Collins v. Blantcrn^ supra, at j). 373 : “ this is an 
agreement to stifle a prosecution for wilful and corrupt perjury, a crime most 
detrimental to the commonwealth ; for it is the dutjr of every man to prosecute, 
appear against, and bring offenders of this sort to justice. Many felonies are 
not so enormous offences as penury, and therefore to stifle a prosecution for 
perjury seems to be a greater offence than compounding some felonies.” It is 
probable that many cases of this kind may be punishable as conspiracies to defeat 
the ends of justice (see p. 500, ante), 

(m) Stat. (1575-6) 18 Eliz. c. 5, ss. 4, 5, 

(n) B, V. Uotley (1805), Euss. & Ey. 84. 

(o) B. T. Best (1839), 9 0. & P. 368. 

Ip) R, V. CrUp (1818), 1 B. & Aid. 282. 

\q) Stat. (157d-o) 18 Eliz. o. 5, ss. 4, 6; Pillory AboUtion Act, 1816 (56 
Oeo. 3, 0 . 138), s. 2, The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(r) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet c, 96), s* 101. Whoever (1) publicly 
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upon account of helping any person to any chattel, money, valuable 
security or other property which has by any felony or misdemeanour 
been stolen, taken, obtained, extorted, embezzled, converted, or dis- 
posed of, unless the person taking such reward shall have used due 
diligence to cause the offender to be brought to trial for his offence. 

The reward is ** corruptly ” taken if it is received dishonestly, 
under false pretences, and with a false and sinister design, and with 
no intention to detect or discover the thief («). It is unnecessary 
to show that the reward was paid before the property was restored, if 
it was so paid in pursuance of a previous agreement to that effect (0- 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years ; if the offender is 
a male under eighteen years, whipping may be also ordered (w). 

1006. Everyone is by statute (x) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
corruptly takes any money or reward under pretence of aiding any 
person to recover a dog which has been stolen or is in the possession 
of a person not the owner. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment for not more 
than eighteen months with or without hard labour (y), 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Resisting or obstructing a Peace Officer [a)* 

1007. Everyone is by statute (b) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
(1) assaults, resists, or wilfully obstructs any peace officer in the 
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advertises a reward for the return of any property (see Mirams v. Our Dor/? 
Publishing Co., |]1901] 2 K. B. 6G4, 0. A.) which has been stolon or lost, arxl 
in such advertisement uses any words purporting that no questions will be 
asked ; or (2) makes use of any words in any public advertisement purporting 
that a reward will be paid for any property atolen or lost without seizing or 
making inquiry after the person producing it; or (3) offers in any such public 
advertisement to return to any pawnbroker or other person who may have bought 
or lent money upon any property stolen or lost the money so paid or lent, 
or any other reward for the return of such property; or (4) who prints or 
publishes any such advertisement, is liable to foi’feit £60 and costs to any person 
who will sue for it (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 102). If such 
an action is brought against the printer or publisher of a newspaper, it must be 
commenced within six months, and the assent in writing of the Attorney- 
General or Solicitor-General must be first obtained (Larconv (Advertisements) 
Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 65), s. 3). 

(«) R. V. King (1844), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 86, per Tindax, 0. J., decided on a similar 
provision in 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 29, s. 58 ; see also R. v. Hart (1848), 2 L. T. (o. s.) 
248; R. v. Pascoe (1849), 3 Cox, C. C. 462, C. C. E., in which, ihe jury having 
found that the prisoner know the thieves and assisted the prosecutrix as her 
agent in endeavouring to purchase the stolen property from them, not meaning 
to bring the thieves to justice, the court held that this finding established all 
the facts necessary to constitute the offence ; see also R. v, Ledbitier (1826), 
1 Mood. C. C. 76. 

(i) R. V. a Donnell (1857), 7 Cox, C. C. 337, C. C. B. (Ir.). 

(u) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 101 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 a 65 Viet c. 69), s. 1. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. As to the 
power to require the accused person to enter into recognisances see p. 412, ante, 

(cc) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 a 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 20. 

M Ibid, The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(a) See also p. 673, post. 

(b) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 38. This 
offence is triable at quarter Beseions. 
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stolen, unless they are returned in consideration of a promise to 
favour the thief either by not prosecuting him or otherwise (h). 

It is the agreement not to prosecute which constitutes the offence, 
and it is immaterial whether there is or is not a subsequent failure 
to prosecute (t). A person may be convicted of the offence of 
compounding a larceny although he is not the owner of the stolen 
goods (J). 

An agreement to compound a misdemeanour of a public nature, 
even if made with the consent of the judge at the trial, is unlawful in 
the sense that such an agreement can give rise to no civil right and 
no action can be brought upon it (/c) ; in some cases, when the 
object of the agreement is to obstruct or prevent the course of 
justice, the persons who enter into such an agreement are, it seems, 
guilty of a common law misdemeanour (1). 

1004. It is by statute (m) a misdemeanour for a common informer 
or plaintiff in an action on a penal statute to compound or agree 
with a person alleged to have offended against such statute, until the 
defendant has made his answer in court, and such compounding 
is then only lawful with the consent of the court. 

The offence may be committed, even although proceedings for a 
penalty have not been commenced (n), and even if there has been 
no offence against the penal statute, if money is taken to prevent 
threatened proceedings under the statute (o). 

The offence is not committed, if the infringement of the penal 
statute is only cognisable by magistrates (p). 

The punishment for this offence is fine or imprisonment without 
hard labour or both, and the offender is upon conviction disqualified 
from thereafter suing upon any penal statute (q), 

Sub-Sect. 3,-- Corrupt Bewards, 

1005. Everyone is by statute (r) guilty of a felony who corruptly 
takes any money or reward directly or indirectly under pretence or 

’^\h) 1 Hawk. P. 0,, c. 7, s. 7. 

(i) IL V, Burgm (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 141, C. 0. R. ; but see E. v. Stone (1830), 
4 0. & P. 3^79, where an acquittal was directed because after the compounding 
the defendant had in fact prosecuted the felon to conviction, which case, however, 
cannot, since E, v. Burgees^ mjpra^ bo considered as of any authority. 

(j) E, v. Burgm^ supra, 

{/c) Collins v,Blantern (1767), 2 Wils. 841; 1 Smith, L. C., 11 th ed., 369 ; 
Ktir V. Leeman (1844), 6 ft. B. 308 ; (1846), 9 Q. B. 371, Ex. Ch. ; Windhill 
Local Board of Health v. Vint (1890), 45 Ch. D, 351, 0. A. 

(l) See per Wilmot, 0,J., in Collins v. Blantem^ supra^ at p, 373 : “ this is an 
agreement to stifle a prosecution for wilful and corrupt perjury, a crime most 
detrimental to the commonwealth ; for it is the duty of every man to prosecute, 
appear against, and bring offenders of this sort to justice. Mcmy felonies are 
not BO enormous offences as penury, and therefore to stifle a prosecution for 
perjury seems to be a greater offence than compounding some mlonies.’^ It is 
probable that many cases of this kind may be punishable as couspiracies to defeat 
the ends of justice (see p. 500, ante), 

(m) Stat. (1575-6) 18 Eliz. c. 5, ss. 4, 5. 

\n) R v. Goilep (1805), Euss. & Ey. 84. 

(o) E, v. Best (1839), 9 0. & P. 368. 

( p) R V, Crisp (1818), 1 B. & Aid. 282. 

( 9 ) Stat. (1575-6) 18 Eliz. c. 5, ss. 4, 5 ; Pillory Abolition Act, 1816 (56 
Geo. 3, 0 . 138), s. 2 . The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(r) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96;, s. 101. Whoever (1) publicly 
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upon account oi helping any person to any chattel, money, valuable 
security or other property which has by any felony or misdemeanour 
been stolen, taken, obtained, extorted, embezzled, converted, or dis- 
posed of, unless the person taking such reward shall have used due 
diligence to cause the offender to be brought to trial for his offence. 

The reward is “ corruptly ** taken if it is received dishonestly, 
under false pretences, and with a false and sinister design, and with 
no intention to detect or discover the thief (s). It is unnecessary 
to show that the reward was paid before the property was restored, if 
it was so paid in pursuance of a previous agreement to that effect (i). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years ; if the offender is 
a male under eighteen years, whipping may be also ordered (w). 

1006 . Everyone is by statute (x) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
corruptly takes any money or reward under pretence of aiding any 
person to recover a dog which has been stolen or is in the possession 
of a person not the owner. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment for not more 
than eighteen months with or without hard labour (y). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Resisting or ohstructing a Peace Officer [a), 

1007 . Everyone is by statute (b) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
(1) assaults, resists, or wilfully obstructs any ])eace officer in the 


advertises a reward for the return of any property (see Mirams v. Our Pogi 
Publishing [1901] 2 K. B. 601, 0. A.) which has been stolon or lost, and 
in such advertisement uses any words purportin^j that no questions will be 
asked ; or (2) makes use of any words in any public advertisement purporting 
that a reward will be paid for any property stolen or lost without seizing or 
making inquiry after the person producing it; or (3) offers in any such public 
advertisement to return to any pawnbroker or other person who may have bought 
or lent money upon any property stolen or lost the money so paid or lent, 
or any other reward for the return of such property; or (4) who prints or 
publishes any such advertisement, is liable to forfeit £60 and costs to any person 
who will sue for it (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 102). if such 
an action is brought against the printer or publisher of a newspaper, it must be 
commenced within six months, and the assent in writing of the Attornoy- 
Goneral or Solicitor-General must be first obtained (Larcenv (Advertisements) 
Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet c. 65), s. 3). 

(«) R. V. King (1844), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 36, per TiNDAL, O.JT., decided on a similar 
provision iu 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 29, s. 58 ; see also R, v. Hart (1843), 2 L. T. (o. s.) 
248 ; R, V. Pascoe (1849). 3 Cox, C. C. 462, C. C. B., in which, the jury having 
found that the prisoner know the thieves and assisted the prosecutrix as her 
agent in endeavouring to purchase the stolen property from them, not moaning 
to bring tlm thieves to justice, the court held that tnis finding established aU 
the facts necessary to constitute the offence ; see also R, v. Ledbitter (1826), 
1 Mood. C. C. 76. 

(t) R, V. O' Donnell (1867), 7 Cox, C. C. 337, C. C. B. (Ir.). 

(m] Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 101 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 a 65 Viet. c. 69), 8. 1. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. As to the 
power to require the accused person to enter into recognisances see p. 412, ante, 
(x) larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vici c. 96), s. 20. 

(y ] Ibid, The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(a) See also p. 573, post, 

(h) Offences against the Person Act, 1801 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 38. This 
offence is triable at quarter sessions. 
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due execution of his duty, or any person acting in aid of such 
oflScer; or (2) who assaults any person with intent to resist or 
prevent the lawful apprehension or detainer of himself or of any 
other person for any offence. 

To warn a person with a view to prevent him from committing an 
offence is not an obstructing of a police officer who is seeking to 
obtain evidence upon which to prosecute him (c). It is doubtful 
whether the obstruction to be punishable need be either a physical 
act or a threat (d). 

A person resisting a peace officer cannot be convicted of this 
offence, unless the officer was acting strictly within the limits of his 
powers and legal duty (e). Although a person is entitled to resist 
an arrest which a constable is not authorised to make, he is guilty 
of an assault if he uses more violence than is reasonably necessary 
for the purpose (/). It is not necessary to show that the defendant 
knew that the person arresting him was a police constable (g). 

The punishment for such offence is imprisonment for not 
more than two years with or without hard labour (/t). 

1008. Every person is guilty of a common law misdemeanour 
who refuses to assist a peace officer in the execution of his duty in 
preventing a breach of the peace, when there is a reasonable 
necessity for calling upon such person, and such person is called 
upon to assist the officer and is not prevented by any physical 


(c) Bastahle v. Little, [1907] 1 K. B. 69. 

(a) If a policeman in seeking for information which might lead to the convic- 
tion of the perpetrators of a crime is wilfully misled by false information, the 
person giving tho false information would seem to be committing an offence 
against the Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 100), s. 38 
{Bastahle v. Little, 8uj>ra, per Darling, J., at p. 63). 

(c) In the following cases the resistance was hold to bo justifiable: — It. v. 
Sanders (1867), L, R. I 0. C. B. 76 (arrest by a county police constable instead 
of by a parish constable); It. v. Cumpton (1880), 5 Q. B. D. 341, 0. C. B. (arrest 
in the city of W., which had a separate commission of the peace, by constables 
of the county of \V. under a warrant not backed by a justice of the city) ; Codd v, 
Cahe^87G), 1 Ex. D. 362 (arrest under warrant for offence less than felony, 
the officer not having the warrant with him) ; It, v. Prebble (1868), 1 E. & F. 825 
(resisting constable who was clearing a public-house, there being no nuisance 
or danger of a breach of tho peace or any illegal act committed) ; see also It. v. 
Spencer (1863), 3 F. & F. 867 ; It. v. Light (1857), Dears. & B. 332 ; It. v. Marsden 
(1868), L. B. 1 C. 0. B. 131 ; It. v. Roxburgh (1871), 12 Cox, 0. C. 8. 

(/) R, V. Mabd (1840), 9 C. & P. 474. 

(^) R. V. Forbes (1865), 10 Cox, 0. C. 362, per Bussell Gurney, Recorder of 
London; R. v. Maxwell (1909), 73 J. P. 176, C. C. A. 

(A) Offences against tno Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 38. This 
offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

A person who commits an assault upon a constable in the execution 
of his duty may also be dealt with summarily and sentenced to a fine of 
£20 or imprisonment with or without hard labour for six mouths, or, upon a 
second conviction within two years, to nine months’ imprisonment with or 
without hard Labour (Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 36 Viet. c. 112L 
B. 12) ; see also, as to the summary jurisdiction, Prevention of Crimes Amena- 
ment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. o. 76), s. 2. Anyone may apprehend any 
person found committing an indictable offence in the night; a person so 
apprehended who adults or offers any violence to anyone authorised to 
apprehend him is guiltjr of a misdemeanour, the punishment for which is three 
ye^' imprisonment with or without hard labour under tho Piovonlion of 
Offences Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet c. 19), s. 12. 
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impoaaibilitiy or lawful excuse (t). It is immaterial that the 
assistance would have been useless if it had been rendered ( /). 

The punishment for this offence is fine and imprisonment without 
hard labour (k). 

Sub-Sect. 6 . — Offences relating to Prisons etc. 

(L) Prison Breach. 

1009. A person is guilty of the common law offence of breach of 
prison who, while lawfully in the custody of the law for any cause 
whatever, whether criminal or civil, and whether he is actually 
within the walls of a prison or in the custody of any person who has 
lawfully arrested him, escapes from that custody by tlie use of any 
force 0 ). If the prisoner is under detention upon a charge of treason 
or felony, whether he has been convicted or not, the breach of 
prison is a felony ; the punishment is then penal servitude for 
not more than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for not more than two years (772) ; if 
the detention is upon a lesser charge, bread i of prison is a 
misdemeanour (71) ; the punishment in that case is fine and 
imprisonment with or without hard labour (oV 

A prisoner may be convicted of breach of prison, although he has 
not been tried for the offence in respect of which he was com- 
mitted (p), but if he is first tried on indictment for the latter offence 
and acquitted, it seems that he cannot afterwards be convicted of 
the breach of prison (g). 


(t) K. v. Brown (1841), Car. & M. 314 ; It. y, Sherlock (18G6), L. R. 1 C. 0. li. 
20. There appears to be uo modem authority that there is a legal duty to 
afford physical assistance to the police to arrest in cases other than those 
involving a then existing or threatened breach of the peace, and in the older 
text-books the obligation seems to be confined to the case of affrays. See Dalton, 
Country Justice (ed. 1705), 0 . 8, p. 35 ; and Bitson on “ The Office of Constable 
(1815) at p. 40. 

(j) R, V. Brown^ supra. 

(k) This offence is triable at quarter sessions. As to resistance to a sheriff, see 
Sheriffs Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet. c. 55), s. 8 (2). 

(l) 2 Uawk. P. C., c. 18, 88, 1,4; R, v. Jlaswell (1821), Buss. & By. 458. If 
the person detained leaves the prison or escapes from custody without the use 
of force, the offence is called an escape ” ; see p. 608, 

(m) Criminal T^aw Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 28), s. 8 ; Penal Servitude Act, 
1891 (64 & 65 Viet c. G9), s. 1 ; (1295), 23 Edw, 1, statute cfe frangentihus priaonam. 

{ 11 ) 2 Hawk. P. C„ c. 18, ss. 1, 8, 15, 16. It has been doubted whether 
there can be a conviction for breach of prison, if the committal is for a felony 
which has not in fact been committed oy anyone {ibid. s. 16 ; 1 Hale, P. C. 
CIO; but see R. v. Waters (1873), 12 Cox, 0, C. 390). It is submitted that this 
can only depend upon whether the prisoner was at the time in lawful custody 
or not. If, for instance, he were arrested by a private person upon suspicion 
of a felony which had not been committed, he could not oe convictod of broach 
of prison, if he freed himself from the custody of that i»er8on. 

( 0 ) Criminal Procedure Act, 1861 (14 & 15 Viet. 0 . 100), s. 29. Breach of 
prison is triable at quarter sessions. 

(p) 2 do. Inst. 692. 

{q) 1 Hale, P. 0. 611. Where a prisoner upon a charge of felony made his 
escape while under remand before tne magistrates, and was afterwards recap- 
tured and the original charge then dismis^, it was held that he imght never- 
theless be indicts for the breach of prison, the dismissal by the justices not 
being equivalent to an acquittal on an indictment (A. v. Waters (1873), 12 

Oox, a a (Maktix, b.) m). 
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No breach of prison amounts to felony, unless the prisoner 
actually escapes (r). There must be an actual breaking and the use 
of some real force or violence, but the offence is committed even 
though the breaking may have been done accidentally in the course 
of the escape («). 

If a prisoner breaks out of prison to save his life, as in the case 
of fire, he is not guilty of breach of prison, but it is otherwise if he 
himself has fired the prison (t). 

1010. By statute (u) a person breaking or escaping out of any 
place of legal confinement before the expiration of the term for which 
he is committed by virtue of the Vagrancy Act, 1826 (v), is to be 
deemed an incorrigible rogue and liable as such to be committed to 
prison until the next quarter sessions. At quarter sessions he may 
be ordered to be imprisoned with or without hard labour for not 
more than a year and to be whipped (a). 

(ii.) Escape, 

1011. At common law every person is guilty of an escape (h) who, 
(1) being a prisoner, without force, escapes from custody or 
prison (c) ; (2) being an officer, intentionally or negligently allows 
a prisoner to escape from his custody ; (3) being a private person, 
and having a person in his lawful custody, permits him to escape. 
In all these cases it is immaterial whether the escape is before 
or after conviction, or whether the prisoner was guilty or not, or 
whether he was at the time of the escape actually in prison or on 
his way there or detained for the purpose of being sent there. 

If a prisoner escapes from any lawful custody, without force but 
by artifice or similar means, he commits a common law misde- 
meanour punishable by fine and imprisonment (rf). 

1012. To render an officer guilty of an escape, there must first 
have been an actual and lawful arrest. If the arrest was of such a 


(r) 2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 18, s. 11. But an attempt, by breaking the prison, to 
escape will be a misdemeanour. 

i s) 2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 18, s. 8 ; Jt, v. Haswell (1821), Euss. & Ey. 458, 
t) 1 Hole, P. C, Gil. 

8} 2 Ilawk, P. C,, c. 18, s. 20. 

w) Vagrancy Act, 1825 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 5. 

M Ibid, 

(a) Ibid.f s. 10. An offender who has been oidered to be confined in Park- 
hurst prison, and who breaks prison, is, if ho is under sentence of imprisonment, 
to receive an addition of not more than two years to his term ; if he is under a 
sentence of penal servitude, he is to bo treated in the same way as other 
offenders who escape from penal servitude (soe Tran spoliation Act, 1824 
(6 Geo. 4, 0 . 84), s. 22) ; if such an offender is convicted of a recent escape, he 
is to be adjudg^ guilty of felony. An attempt to break prison is punishable 
by an addition of not more than twelve montns* imprisonment to the sentence 
which the offender is undergoing (Parkhurst Prison Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet, 
c. 82), s. 12). As to escape from PentonviUe Prison, see Penton villa Prison 
Act. 1842 (5 tS: 6 Viet. c. 29), s. 24. 

(h) See p. 507, auie^ and p. 511, 

fc) If force is used, the offence is broach of prison ; see p. 507, ante, 
yl) 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 17, s, 5. If the escaping prisoner was in custody on a 
criminal charge hard labour may be added f Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 
(14 & 15 Viot. 0 . 100), 8. 29). This offence is triable at quarter 8es8i'>n8« 
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nature that the prisoner would have been justified in escaping, the 
officer is equally justified in releasing him(e). 

An escape of which an officer is guilty may be either voluntary 
or negligent. An officer who is guilty of a voluntary escape is 
punishaWe in the same way as the escaped prisoner who was in 
custody (/), and forfeits his office 
If a person under detention for felony is guilty of the felony 
for which he is detained, the officer voluntarily permitting him to 
go is an accessory after the fact to that offence (//). 

An officer who negligently allows his prisoner to escape is liable 
to be fined (i)- A head gaoler may be fined, when an escape has 
taken place by the negligence or even by the voluntary action of his 
subordinate (fc). If a prisoner escapes from gaol or from an officer, 
the presumption is that the gaoler or officer was negligent, as he 
should have seen that the gaol was secure, or have taken a suffi- 
cient force to convey the person arrested to prison ; but it is open 
to him to rebut this presumption (1), 

A gaoler or other officer is entitled to recapture a prisoner who 
has escaped by his negligence, and if he does so upon fresh pursuit 
and without losing sight of him, the officer cannot be convicted of 
an escape, as the law will assume that the prisoner still remained in 
his custody {m). 


6bot. 5. 
Offences 
relating to 
Arrest, 
Prosecution 
etc. 


Negligence. 


Recapture. 


1013. A private person who has lawfully arrested another (ii) is 
not only entitled, but bound, to hand him over to a person who by 
law ought to have the custody of him. If instead of doing so he 
either voluntarily or negligently permits the person so arrested to 
escape, he is liable to the same extent and punishable in the samo 
way as an officer. The liability of the private person ceases upon 
the delivery of the prisoner to a proper officer (o). 

It is a common law misdemeanour to aid a person to escape from 
lawful custody on civil process ip). 


i p's 9 TTawTc P D r IQ Rs 9 a 

/) 1 Hale, P. 6 ! 693;’ 2 H^k. P. 0., c. 19, ss. 22, 25. This offence is 
tiiable at (marter sessions, except where the felony of which the prisoner is 
guilty could not be tried there. 

(v) 2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 19, s. 30. 

(//) li, V. Burriihje (1735), 3 P. Wms. 439, 485. 

(i) 1 Hale, P. C. 603 ; 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 19, s. 31. The fine at common law 
was £100, if the piisoner escaping was an attainted felon, £5 if he had been 
indicted but not attainted, and discretionary in other cases (2 Hawk. P. C., 
c. 19, 8. 33). 

{k) 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 19, ss. 27, 29; Woodyate v. KncUchhull (1787), 2 Toim 
Eep. I48, loG. 

(/) 1 Hale, P. 0. COl ; 2 Hawk. P. C., o. 19, ss. 15, 16. 

\m) 1 Hale, P. C. 602; 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 19, ss. 6, 13. As to rocaptuie by 
an officer who voluntarily allows a prisoner to escape, see 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 19, 

s. 12. 

(n) As to the circumstances under which a private person may lawfully 
arrest, see p. 296. 

io) 1 Hale, P. 0. 695 ; 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 20. 

(jp) R. v. Allan (1841), Car. & M. 295, where the prisoner aided had been 
arrested under a ca. ta. and continued in prison under au order of the Court 
for the Belief of Insolvent Debtors ; see also 2 Co. Inst. 589. As to escapes 
suffered by officers, see 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 19 ; as to escapes suffered by private 
persons, see th'd., c. 20. 
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Sjcot.b. 
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Criminal Law and Procedure. 

The punishment for this offence is fine and imprisonment(g). 

1014. A person is by statute (r) guilty of felony who aids any 
prisoner to attempt to make his escape from any gaol, or from the 
custody of any constable or other officer or person who then has 
lawful charge of him in order to take him to gaol under a warrant 
of commitment for treason or felony. 

The punisWent for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years («). 

1016. Any person is by statute (t) guilty of felony who aids any 
prisoner in escaping or attempting to escape from any prison, or 
who, with intent to facilitate the escape of a prisoner, conveys or 
causes to be conveyed into a prison any mask, dress, or other 
disguise or any letter, article, or thing (a). 

The punishment for such offence is imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (/>). 

1016. Everyone is by statute (c) guilty of a felony who aids a 
prisoner of war to escape. 

The punishment for the offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (d). 

1017. Any officer or servant in an asylum for criminal lunatics 
is guilty of felony (e) who, through wilful neglect or connivance, 
permits a person confined therein to escape. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than five nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (/). 


( 7 ) Tho olTonco is triable at quarter sessions. 

(r) Prison (Escape) Act, 1742 (IG Geo. 2 , c. 31), s. 3. By s. 4 a prosecution 
must be commenced within one year of tho commission of the offence. The Act 
only applies to a case where an attempt to escape has been made and there has 
boon no actual escape ; the Act does not apply if there has been an actual escape 
(/?. V. Tilley (1795), 2 Leach, 662). It is also a felony under this Act to convey 
into a gaol any disguise or arms for the purpose of facilitating the escape of 
prisoners {ihid.^ s. 2 ). 

(fl) Ibid.; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. G9), s. 1. The offence 
is triable at quarter sessions. 

(t) Prison Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 120 ), ss, 3, 4, 37. The Act does not 
apply to piisons for convicts under the superintendence of the Director of 
Convict Prisons or to military or naval prisons (s. 3). As to convict prisons, 
seep, 508, ante; and as to military and naval prisons, see Army Act, 1881 
(44 & 45 Viet. 0 . 58), ss. 20, 22 , and Naval Discipline Act (29 & 30 Viet. c. 109), 
8 . 82. 

i oj E.g.y a crowbar (72 v. Payne (1866), L. B. 1 0. 0. R. 27). 
h) Pnson Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viot. c. 126), s. 37. 
c) Prisoners of War (Escape) Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, o. 156), s. 1. 
a) Ihid , ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 56 Viot. 0 . 69), s. 1. The offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(e) Oriminal Lunatic Asylums Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 75), s. 12 . 

;/) Ilxd.; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1 . If he 
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(xii.) liescue. 

1018. Rescue, or rescous, is the offence of a person who forcibly 
frees another from a lawful arrest, whether such arrest be by a 
constable or a private person, or whether the person rescued is in 
prison or not. It differs in its nature and incidents from breach of 
prison in that the latter is committed by the prisoner himself and a 
rescue is by another person. 

By the common law if the person rescued is guilty of high treason, 
and to the knowledge of the rescuer was committed for that crime, 
the latter is guilty of high treason (g). If the offence for which 
the person rescued is in custody is a felony or a misdemeanour, the 
rescuer is guilty of a felony or a misdemeanour respectively (//). 

If the person rescued is in the custody of a private person, the 
rescuer is only guilty, if he know that the person rescued was in 
custody for a criminal offence ; but if he is in the custody of an 
officer or constable, it is otherwise, as he then rescues at his peril (i). 

If the person arrested is entitled to free himself from an 
unlawful or irregular arrest, a person rescuing him is not guilty 
of any offence (/i). 

The person rescued must be tried for his offence before the rescuer 
is tried for the rescue ; if the former is acquitted, the rescuer cannot 
under any circumstances be convicted of felony, but he mny bo fined 
and imprisoned for a misdemeanour (/). If the person rescued is 
convicted of felony, and the offence of the rescuer is therefore 
felony, the rescuer is liable to penal servitude for not more than seven 
nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (vi). If the rescue is committed 
under such circumstances as to amount to misdemeanour only, 
the punishment is fine and imprisonment with or without hard 
labour (a). 

1019. Everyone is by statute (o) guilty of a felony who rescues 
or attempts to rescue any person committed for or convicted of 


carelessly allows such a person to escape, he is liable on summary conviction to 
a fine of £20 {ibid.). The offence is trial>Io at quarter sossions. A penally of £20 
is imposed on an officer of a nou-cnminal lunatic asylum for assisting or con- 
niving at the escape of a patient therefrom (Lunacy Act, 1800 (o'6 Vict. c. 5), 
8. 323j. As to escape from retreats and reformatories for inebriates, see Habitual 
Drunkards Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet c. 19), s. 2G ; Inebriates Act, 1898 (61 & G2 
Vict. c. GO), 88. 11, 18, and the regulations made under those Acts. 

(g) 2 Uawk. P. C., c. 21, 8. 7. J3ut it was decided in one case that knowledge 
that the person rosciiod was confined for treason is not essential {If. v. Utiisied 
(IGIO), Cro. Car. 683). 

{h) 1 Bale, P. C. GOG; 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 21, s. 1 ; /?. v. Beveled, Bupra ; R, 
V. Messenger (1G68), Kol. 70, 77. The offence is only triable at quarter sessions, 
if the felony or misdemeanour for which tho person rescued is in custody is 
triable there. 

(t) 1 Hale, P. C. 606 ; 2 Chitty, Criminal Law, 183, n. 

\k) 2 Hawk. P. 0., 0 . 21, 8. 2 ; see, however, R. v. Aliney (1857), 3 Jur. (n. s.) 
750. 

(0 1 Hale, P. 0. 698, 599. 

(m) Eescue Act, 1821 (1 & 2 Geo. 4, c. 88), s. 1 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 65 Vict. a 69), s. 1. 

(n) Oriminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vict. o* 100), s. 29. 

(o) Murder Act, 1751 (25 Geo. 2, c. 37), s. 9. 
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Sect. 5. 
Offences 
relating to 
Arrei^ 
Prosecntion 
etc. 

Convict at 
large. 


Pound- 

breach. 


Straying 

animals. 


murder. The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life 
or for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (p). 

(iv.) Convict at Large, 

1020. Any offender sentenced to penal servitude or banish- 
ment is by statute (^) guilty of felony who is afterwards at large 
within any part of the King’s dominions without some lawful excuse 
before the expiration of the term for which he was sentenced to 
penal servitude or banishment. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life, or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (r). 

Every person rescuing or attempting to rescue such offender from 
the custody of any gaoler or other person conveying him, or who 
conveys or causes to be conveyed to him any disguise, instrument 
for effecting escape, or arms, is punishable as if the offender had been 
in prison (s). 

(v.) Pound-hrcach, 

1021. Goods impounded upon a distress (t) either for rent oi 
damage feasant are in the custody of the law ; and every person who 
takes them from the pound against the will of the person impounding 
them is guilty of the common law misdemeanour known as pound- 
breach (u). The punishment is fine and imprisonment without 
hard labour (a). 

1022 . If animals straying are being taken to the pound by a 
public ofiBcer and they are rescued, the r^uer is guilty of a 
common law misdemeanour, although the cattle have not yet 
reached the pound, but it is otherwise if they are rescued while 
being distrained by a private person and before the impounding (b). 

(p) Murder Act, 1751 (25 Geo. 2, c. 37), s. 9; Punisliinent of Offences Act, 
1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 91), s. 1 ; Poiial Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet, 
c. 69), 8. 1. The offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

((j) Transportation Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 84), s. 22 ; Transportation Act, 
1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, o. 67); Penal Servitude Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. o. 3), 
08 . 2, 3. The Act will probably not apply to aliens deported under the Aliens 
Act, 1905 (5 Edw. 7, c. 13), a special punishment bein^ provided for such aliens 
in case of their return to this country (ibid.f ss. 3 0^), 7). See title Aliens, 
Vol. I., p. 323. 

(r) Transportation Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 84), s. 22. The offence is not triable 
at quarter sessions. 

(8) Ibid, 

As to what amounts to an impounding, see title Distress. 

[u) Co. Litt, 47 b ; 2 Ohitty, Criminal Law, 201 — 207 ; 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 10, 
s. 66 ; and see the preamble to the Pound-breach Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 30). 
Quaere whether an indictment lies in such a cose, if a man retakes without 
force his own goods which have been unlawfully seized {R, v. Wahhe (1876), 
10 1. R. C. L. 611, and see i2. v. Knight (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 186) ; in other 
cases the mere act of taki^ goods out of the custody of the law is, it seems, 
indictable, whether force is or is not used {R, v. Butterfield (1892), 17 Cox, 
C. C. 698 ; R, V. Nicholson (1901), 65 J. P. 298). The Pound-breach Act, 1^3 
(6 & 7 Viot. 0 . 30), provides a punishment which can be awarded on summary 
conviction. 

(a) The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(5j JS. Y. Pra48haw (1836), 7 0. P. 233 ; and see title Animals, YoL L, 
p. 385, 
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1023. Rescuing goods laTvfully distrained for rates is a common 
law misdemeanour (c), upon the general principle that it is a 
criminal act to rescue goods which are in the legal custody of 
ofi&cers of the law, although there may be no breach of the peace, 
and although the goods may have been stored in an improper 
place (d). 

Sect. 6. — Offences affecting the Property and Prerogative of the 

Croivn, 

Sttb-Seot. 1. — Misapplication of Marks of Public DeparimenU* 

1024. Certain marks have been exclusively appropriated by 
statute to denote His Majesty’s property in public stores (e). 
A person is guilty of a misdemeanour (/) who without lawful 
authority applies any of these marks to stores. The punishment 
for this offence is imprisonment with or without hard labour for 
not more than two years (g). 

102$. Everyone is guilty of a felony (h) who takes out, destroys, 
or obliterates, wholly or in part, any such mark or any mark what- 
soever denoting the property of His Majesty in any stores with 
intent to conceal the King’s property in them. The punishment 
for this offence is penal servitude for not more than seven nor less 
than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for 
not more than two years (i). 


(c) /?. V. Brenan (1854), G Cox, 0. C. 381 ; It, v. Higgins (1851), 2 I. 0. L. R. 
213 ; and see title IIistress. These offences are triable at miartor sessions. 

(d) See R, v. Beauchamp (1827), 5 L, J. (o. s.) (m. o.) 66. The rescue of goods 
seized by the sheriff under an execution is a misdemeanour of a similar kind. 
As to resistance to sheriff, see Sheriffs Act, 1887 (60 & 51 Vict. o. 65), s. 8 (2). 

(e) For the marks appropriated for use generally upon stores under the 
control of the Admiralty or any public department or office, or of any person m 
the King’s service, see Public Stores Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 26), Sched. I. 
For the marks applied to the stores used for the purposes of Greenwich Hospital, 
see Greenwich Hospital Act, 1865 (28 & 29 vict. c. 89), s. 46; Public Stores 
Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 26), s. 17. 

(/) Public Stores Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 25), s. 4 . 

(g) I bid. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(/^ ^ 6. As to obliterating the marks on regimental necessanes, see 

s. 13, and Army Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Vict. c. 58), a, 156. The Public Stores Act, 
1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 25), by s. 12 incorporates the following sections of the 
Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 96) : — Ss. 98, 99 (punishment of accessories), 
B. 100 (restitution of goods upon conviction), s. 103 (apprehension without 
warrant ; search warrant ; seizure of person offering for sale or in pawn), ss. 
107 — 112, 120 (as to summary convictions), s. 113 (repealed), s. 115 (offences 
within jurisdiction of Admiralty), s, 116 (form of indictment for a subsequent 
offence and proof of previous conviction), s. 117 (power of court in case of mis. 
demeanour in addition to or substitution for other punishment to impose line 
and require sureties), s. 118 ^repealed), s. 119 (as to solitary continement, 
repealed, and whipping, inapplicable), b. 120 (summary proceedings), s. 121 
(costs, repealed). 

(f) Public Stores Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 25), b. 6 ; Penal Servitude Act, 
1891 (64 & 65 Vict c. 69), s. 1. It is a misdemeanour to have possession 
of any of His Majesty’s storM reasonably suspected of being stolen or 
unlawfully obtained and not to give to the court a satisfactory account of the 
manner in which they were come by. The punishment is a fine or two months* 
imprisonment (Public Stores Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Vict. o. 25), b. 7). This offence 
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Sub-Seot 2 . — Coinage Offencee{h), 

1026. Every person is by statute (Z) guilty of a felony (1) who 
falsely makes or counterfeits any coin resembling, or apparently 
intended to resemble or pass for, the King’s current gold or silver 
coin {m ) ; or (2) who gilds or silvers or with any wash or materials 
capable of producing the appearance of gold or of silver or by any 
means whatsoever washes over or colours any coin whatsoever 
resembling, or apparently intended to resemble or pass for, any of 
the King’s current gold or silver coin ; or (3) gilds or silvers etc. any 
piece of silver or copper or of coarse gold or coarse silver or of any 
metal or mixture of metals, being of a fit size and figure to be 
coined and with intent that it shall be coined into counterfeit coin, 
resembling, or apparently intended to resemble or pass for, any of the 
King’s current gold or silver coin ; or (4) gilds or with any wash 
or materials capable of producing the colour or appearance of gold 
or by any means whatsoever washes, cases over, or colours any of 
the King’s current silver coin, or files or in any manner alters such 
coin with intent to make it resemble or pass for any of the King’s 
current gold coin ; or (5) gilds or silvers etc. any of the King’s 
current cop])er coin with intent to make it resemble or pass for any 
of the King’s current gold or silver coin (?i). 

The punishment for any such offence is penal servitude for life, or 
for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (o). 

1027. A coin which has been made or altered so as to be other 
than it ought to be, or made to resemble that which it is not, is a 
counterfeit coin (20* It is a question of fact for the jury whether 


may be punished on summary conviction, but the offender may be indicted, 
provided he is not punished twice for the same offence {ibid.). The offence is 
triable at quarter sessions. 

{k) See title Constitutional Law, Yol. YI., p. 401. 

(;) Coinage Offences Act, 1801 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 99), ss. 2, 3. To counterfeit 
the King’s coin and to import false money from abroad resembling English 
money was treason by 25 Edw. 3, stat. 6, c. 2 ; but this enactment, so far as 
counterfeiting was concerned, was only declaratory of the pre-existing law 
(Bract., bk, 3, ff. 118 b, 119 b). Yarious enactments followed which were 
amended and consolidated by stat. (1832) 2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 34, which repealed 
that part of 25 Edw, 3, stat. 5, o. 2, whicn related to false money, coining thus 
ceasing to be treason. The law on the subject is now to be found entirely in 
the Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 99). In that Act “ the King’s 
cuiTent gold or silver coin ” and “ the King’s copper coin ** include respectively 
any gold or silver or copper (or bronze) coin coined in any of His Majesty’s 
mints, or lawfully current ^ proclamation or otherwise m any part of the 
King’s dominions, and the &ng’B current coin ” has a similar meaning (s. 1). 
False or counterfeit coin “ resembling or apparently intended to resemble or 
pass for any of the King’s current gold or silver coin*^ includes any of the 
current coin which has been gilt, silvered, washed, coloured, or cased over or 
in any manner alteied to resemble or pass for any of the King’s current coin of 
a higner denomination, see B. v. Hermann (1879), 4 Q. B. D. 284, C. C. E. 

(m) Coinage Offences Act, 1861, aapra, s. 2. 

(n) iiui., B. 3. 

(o) Ihid.^ ss. 2, 8. The offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(p) B, V. Hermann^ supra^ at p. 288, 0. 0. R, where a genuine sovereira 
wmen had been fraudulently filed at the edj^s so as to reduce the weight oy 
taom twenty-fourth, a new milling having then been added, was held to be a 
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the counterfeit so nearly resembles any current coin as to be 
intended to resemble or pass for it (q). 

The ofifence of counterfeiting consists in the making or altering 
of the coin ; it is not necessary that there should have been 
any attempt to utter it (a). Any credible witness may prove that 
the coin in question is counterfeit (6). 

1028 . It is by statute (c) a felony to impair, diminish, or lighten 
any of the King’s current gold or silver coin with intent that the 
coin so impaired etc. may pass as current coin. The punishment is 
penal servitude for not more than fourteen nor less than three years, 
or imprisonment with or without hard labour for not more than 
two years (d). 

1029 . Everyone is by statute (e) guilty of felony who unlawfully 
has in his custody or possession (/) any filings, clipping, or gold or 
silver bullion, or any gold or silver in dust, solution, or otherwise, 
which has been produced or obtained by impairing, diminishing or 
lightening the King’s current gold or silver coin knowing it to have 
been so produced or obtained. The punishment is penal servitude 
for not more than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for not more than two years (^). 

1030 . Everyone is by statute (/t) guilty of felony who without 
lawful authority or excuse (i) buys, receives, pays, or puts off any 
false or counterfeit coin resembling or apparently intended to 
resemble or pass for any of the King’s current gold or silver coin 
at a lower rate or value than the same imports or was apparently 
intended to import ( j). In an indictment for this offence it is enough 
to allege that the accused did buy etc. the false or counterfeit coin 


false and counterfeit coin. With regard to colounng coins to resemble genuine 
coins or coins of a higher denomination see 72. v. Lavey (1776), 1 Leach, 153 ; 
72. V. Case (1795), 1 Leach, 164, n. ; 72. v. Tamer (1838), 2 Mood. C. 0. 42 
(gilding sixponced), all decided on an earlier but similar statute. 

{q) R, V. Wilson (1783), 1 Leach, 285; R. v. Welsh (1785), ihid, 364; 1 
East, P. C. 164, where the prisoners were held to have been rightly convicted of 
making pieces of metal apparently resembling a shilling in size and colour, but 
bearing no impression whatever ; and see 72. v. Byrne (1852), 6 Cox, 0, 0. 475 ; 
72. V. Robinson (1865), 10 Cox, C. 0. 107, C. C. E. 

(a) 1 Hale, P. C. 228 ; nor, apparently, an intention at any time to utter it. 
(5) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. o. 99), s. 29. 

(c) Ihid.f B. 4. 

(rf) Ibid. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(e) Ibid.y 8. 6. 

(/) A person has any matter mentioned in the Act in his custody or pos- 
session not only if he has it in his personal custody or possession, but also if he 
knowingly and wilfidly has it in the actual custody or possession of any other 

S I, and also knowingly and wilfully has it in any dwelling-house or other 
ng, lodging, apartment, field, or other place, open or enclosed, whether 
belonging to or occupied by himself or not, and whetner such matter shall be 
so h^for ^ own use or iJenefit or for that of any other person (ibid, s. 1). 
See 72. v. Skerrit (1826), 2 0. & P. 427 ; 72. v. Oernsh (1839), 2 Mood. & E. 219 ; 
72. V. Owen (1889), 63 J. P. 822 ; 72. v. WeeJes Le. & Oa. 18. 

(a) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 99), s. 6. The offence ic 
triple at qn 


luarter sessions. 

h) Ihia,f 8, 6. 

'i) The proof of the authority or excuse lies on the party accused (tbid.). 
IM. 


i 
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at and for a lower rate and value than the same imports etc., 
without alleging for what rate etc. it was bought etc. ( k). 

1031. Everyone is by statute (1) guilty of felony who without 
lawful authority or excuse imports or receives into the United 
Kingdom from beyond the seas any false or counterfeit coin 
resembling, or apparently intended to resemble, the King’s current 
gold or silver coin knowing it to be false or counterfeit (m). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life, or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (?i). 

1032. Every person is by statute (o) guilty of a misdemeanour 
who without lawful authority or excuse exports or puts on board 
any ship etc. for the purpose of being exported from the United 
Kingdom any false or counterfeit coin resembling, or apparently 
intended to resemble, any of the King’s current coin, with know- 
ledge that it is counterfeit. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (a). 

1033. It is a statutory misdemeanour (6) to tender, utter, or put 
off any false or counterfeit coin resembling, or apparently intended 
to resemble, the King’s current gold or silver coin knowing the same 
to be false or counterfeit. 

The punishment is imprisonment for not more than one year 
with or without hard labour (c). 

1034. Everyone is by statute (d) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
BO utters such coin, and who has at the time of such uttering in his 
custody or possession any other piece of false or counterfeit gold or 
silver coin, or who on the day of such uttering or within ten days 
next ensuing tenders, utters, or puts off any other false or counterfeit 
gold or silver coin. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment for not more 
than two years with or without hard labour (e). 

1036. A person is by statute (/) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
has in his custody or possession three or more pieces of false or 
counterfeit coin resembling, or apparently intended to resemble or 
pass for, any of the King’s current gold or silver coin knowing the 
same to be false or counterfeit and with intent to utter or put off the 
same or any of them. The punishment is penal servitude for not 


(Je) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vici c. 99), s. 7. 

h) Ibid. 

(m) The proof of the authority or excuse lies on the party accused {ihidJ), 

(n) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet o, 99), s. 7 ; Penal Servitude Act, 
1891 (54 & 55 Yict. c. C9), s. 1. The offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(o) IHd.t 8. 8. As to importing counterfeit coin into the British colonies, 
•ee Oustoms Oonsolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Yict. o. 86), ss. 150, 151. 

(a) Ibid, The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(b) lUd., B. 9. 

(c) 1 hid. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(d) Ibid,, s. 10. 

f e) Ibid, The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(/) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 99), s. 11. 
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more than five nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (g). 

1036. A person is by statute (h) guilty of felonjr who, having been 
convicted of any of the three last-mentioned misdemeanours or of 
any felony under any Act relating to the coin of the realm, afterwards 
commits any of such misdemeanours. The punishment is penal 
servitude for life or for not less than three years, or imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for not more than two years (t). 

1037. A person is by statute (j ) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
tenders or utters as and for any of the King’s current gold or silver 
coin and with intent to defraud any coin not being such current 
gold or silver coin, or any medal or piece of metal resembling in 
size, figure, and colour the current coin for which it is tendered or 
uttered, such coin, medal, or piece of metal being of less value than 
the current coin as and for which it is tendered. 

The punishment is imprisonment for not more than one year 
with or without hard labour (k). 

1038. A person who knowingly offers counterfeit coin for the 
purpose of putting it in circulation is guilty of uttering, whether 
it is accepted or not by the person to whom it is offered (/). 

Uttering counterfeit coin being a misdemeanour, two or more 
persons may be convicted of a joint uttering, although the actual 
passing of the coin may be done by one of them in the absence of 
the others, provided they were all engaged in the common purpose 
of uttering counterfeit coin and the coin in question was uttered in 
execution of the common purpose (m). 


{g) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), s. 11 ; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 49), s. 1. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(h) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), s. 12. There is a pre- 
vious conviction within the moaning of the section, although the prisoner was 
released upon a recognisance to come up for judgment if called upon (/?. v. 
Blahy, [1894] 2 Q. B. 170, C. 0. lt.J. If a person is indicted under this section, 
the previous conviction must be cWged in the indictment, but the prisoner is 
in the first instance arraigned and tried only on the subsequent offence, and the 
previous conviction cannot be proved, until after he has oeon convicted of the 
subsequent offence (i'6«f., s. 37 j B. v. Martin (1869), L. R. 1 0. C. R. 214). If 
the jury negative the previous conviction, the indictment fails, as the prisoner 
cannot upon it be convicted of the misdemeanour of uttering (R. v. Thomat 
(1875), L. R 2 0. C. R. 141). 

(i) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), s. 12. The offence is not 
triable at quarter sessions. 

Ij) Hid,, 8 . 13 . 

Tk) Ibid* The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(/) R. V. Welch (1851), 4 Cox, C. 0. 430, C. C. R. In R. v. Page (1837), 8 
C. & P. 122, Lord Abinqer, 0.B„ held that the giving away of b^ money in 
charity was not an uttering of it with intent to defraud. ^ The correctness of 

the mding in this case was much doubted by the court in R. v. (1845), 

1 Cox, C. C. 250, in which case it was hold that a man who knowingly gave a 
counterfeit sovereign to a woman as a reward for her prostitution was guilty 
of uttering it. In R* v. Ion (1852), 2 Den. at p. 484, Alderson, B., said that 
R. v. Page had been overruled ; see also R, v. 8hukard (1811), Russ. & Ey. 200 ; 
R. V. Radford (1844), 1 Den. 59. 

(m) R, V. Greenwood (1852), 2 Don. 453, overruling 7?. v. Else (1808), Russ. Sc 
Ey. 142, K V. Manners (1837), 7 C. & P. 801, ami other similar cases ; see also 
R, v. Hurse (1841), 2 Mood. & R 360. 
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Criminal Law and Procedure. 

To prov6 th&t tho dofondanfc knew that the coin uttered was false 
or counterfeit, and to negative accident or mistake, evidence may be 
given that other counterfeit money was found in his possession, or 
that either before or after the uttering in question he uttered other 
base money, whether of the same denomination or not, provided 
that in the opinion of the judge these utterings were not so remote 
in point of time as to be wholly disconnected with each other (n). 

1039. A person is by statute (o) guilty of a felony who (1) falsely 
makes or counterfeits any coin resembling, or apparently intended 
to resemble or pass for, any of the King’s current copper coin ; or 
(2) buys, sells, receives etc. any false or counterfeit coin resembling, 
or apparently intended to resemble or pass for, any of the King’s 
copper coin at a lower rate than the same imports or was 
apparently intended to import. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not mere than seven years 
nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (p). 

1040. A person is by statute (q) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
(1) tenders, utters, or puts off any false or counterfeit coin resem- 
bling, or apparently intended to resemble or pass for, the King’s 
current copper coin knowing it to be false or counterfeit ; or (2) has 
in his custody or possession three or more pieces of such counterfeit 
copper coin knowing the same to be false or counterfeit and with 
intent to utter the same or any of them. 

The punishment is imprisonment for not more than one year 
with or without hard labour (r). 

1041. Everyone is by statute (s) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
defaces any of the King’s current gold, silver, or copper coin by 
stamping any names or words thereon, whether such coin is or is 
not thereby diminished or liglitened. 

The punishment is imprisonment for not more than one year 
with or without hard labour (t). 

No tender of payment in money made in any gold, silver, or 
copper coin so defaced by stamping as above mentioned is to be 
allowed to be a legal tender (ti). 

1042. It is by statute a felony (x) to make or counterfeit any 
kind of coin not being the King’s current gold or silver coin, but 

(n) i?. V. Whiley (or Wylie) (1804), 2 Leach, 983 ; R, v. Ball (1808), 1 Camp. 
826 *, R, V. Forster (1856), Dears. C. C. 456 ; R. v. Cotdough (1882), 15 Cox, 
C, 0. 92 (C. 0. R. (Ir.)) ; R» v. Fuller (1816), Buss. & By. 308; R» v. O/h*#, 
[1900] 2 Q. B. 758, 781, 782, 0. 0. B. 

fo) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), s. 14. 

l p) Ibid., 8 . 15. 

l q) 1 bid,, 8. 15. As to custody or possession, see note(/) on p. 515, ante, 

! r) Ibid, The offence is triable at quarter sessions, 
a) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), s. 16. 
t) Ibid, 

u) Ibid,, s. 17. A person who tenders, utters, or puts off a coin so defaced 
is iable on conviction before justices to a penalty of 40«. ; but no person can 
proceed for the penalty without the consent of the Attorney-General (tAtd.). 

(x) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet o. 99), 18 ; B v. Roberts 

(1856), Dears. 0. 0, 539. 
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resembling, or apparently intended to resemble or pass for, any 
gold or silver coin of any foreign prince, State, or country. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than seven nor 
less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour 
for not more than two years (y). 

1043. It is by statute (z) a felony knowingly to bring any such 
counterfeit gold or silver foreign coin into the United Kingdom. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than seven nor 
less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour 
for not more than two years (a). 

1044. It is by statute (b) a misdemeanour to utter any such coin 
knowing it to be counterfeit. 

The punishment is imprisonment for not more than six months 
with or without hard labour, and for a second offence imprisonment 
for not more than two years with or without hard labour (c). 

Everyone is by statute (d) guilty of a felony who utters such coin 
after two previous convictions. 

The punishment is penal servitude for life or for not less than 
throe years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for not 
more than two years (e), 

1045. Everyone is by statute (/) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
makes falsely or counterfeits any kind of coin intended to resemble 
or pass for any copper coin or any other coin made of any metal or 
mixed metals of less value than the silver coin of any foreign State. 

The punishment for the first offence is imprisonment for one year 
with or without hard labour, and for the second offence penal servi- 
tude for not more than seven nor less than three years, or imprison- 
ment with or without hard labour for not less than two years (g), 

1046. Everyone is by statute {h) guilty of a felony who knowingly 
and without lawful authority or excuse, makes, mends, begins or 


(y) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), s. 18; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (M & 55 Viet. o. 69), s. i. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(z) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 99), s. 19. 

(a) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 99), s. 19 ; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (M & 65 Viet c. 69), s. 1. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(h) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), ss. 20, 21. 

(c) I bid. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(d) Ibid,, fl. 21. 

(e) Ibid. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions. 

if) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), s. 22. 

\g) Ibid, ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence 
is triable at quarter sessions. A person who without lawful authority or excuse 
has in his possession more than five pieces of counterfeit foreign coin forfeits the 
same on summary conviction, ana also forfeits £2 for every such piece of 
counterfeit coin. Hfidf of this penalty is payable to the informer and the other 
half to the poor of the parish (Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 99), s. 23). 

(A) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c. 99), s. 24. A galvanic battery 
is a “ machine ** within the meaning of this section \R, v. Oover (1863), 9 Cox, 
C. 0. 282). If a person employs a me-sinker to make for a pretended innocent 
purpose a die fitted to m^e shillings and the die-sinker acts innocently and 
with the knowledge of the authorities of the Mint, the employer may be con- 
victed of making the die (£• v. Bannen (1844), 2 Mood. 0* 0. 309). An 
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proceeds to make or mend, buys, sells, or has in his custody or 
possession (t) (1) any puncheon, counter puncheon, matrix, stamp, 
die, pattern or mould, made or impressed with, or which will make 
or impress, the iBgure or apparent resemblance of both or either of 
the sides of any of the King’s current gold or silver coin, or of the 
coin of any foreign State or any part or parts of both or either of 
such sides; or (2) any edges, edging or other tool, collar, instrument, 
or engine adapted and intended for marking or milling the edges of 
any such coin knowing it to be so adapted and intended ,* or (8) any 
press for coinage or engine for cutting round blanks out of gold, 
silver, or other metal, or any other machine, knowing it to have 
been used or intended to be used for the false making of any such 
coin. 

The punishment for any such offence is penal servitude for life or 
for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (j). 

1047. Every person is by statute (k) guilty of felony who know- 
ingly without lawful excuse, makes, mends, or has in his custody 
or possession any instrument, tool, or engine adapted and intended 
for counterfeiting any of the King's current copper coin. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than seven nor 
less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour 
for not more than two years (Z). 

1048. Everyone is by statute (m) guilty of felony who without 
lawful authority or excuse knowingly conveys out of any of His 
Majesty’s mints any puncheon, counter puncheon, matrix, stamp, 
die, pattern, or other tool, instrument, press, or engine used in the 
coining of coin, or any useful part thereof, or any coin, bullion, or 
metal or mixture of metals. 

The punishment is penal servitude for life or for not less than 
three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for not 
more than two years (?i). 


indictment under this section (and also for offences against other sections where 
the words “ without lawful authority or excuse ” are used) must allege that the 
act was done without such lawful authority or excuse, although in each of these 
sections the onus of proving the lawful authority or excuse is thrown upon the 
prisoner (7?. v. Harvey (1871), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 284). The intent with which 
the accused bought or sold or nad in his possession the particular instrument of 
coining is immaterial, if he knew that it was one which was adapted and 
intended to bo used for making counterfeit coin (ibid, ; H v. Bell (1753), 1 East, 
P. 0. 169 ; and see DicHm v. Oilh [1896] 2 Q. 13. 310). 

(i) As to possession, see note (/) onp. 615, ante, 

\j) Coinage Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c. 99), s. 24. This offence is 
not triable at quarter sessions. 

(Ar) lhid,y 8. 14. 

(/) Ibid , ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1, This offence 
is triable at quarter sessions. 

{m) Coinage Offences Act, 1801 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 99), s. 25. This offence is 
not triable at Quarter sessions. 

(n) Ibid, Tne following provisions of the Coinage Offences Act^ 1861, relate 
to the discovery of counterfeit coin and coining t^ls and the destruction of 
counterfeit or diminished coin. If anyone finds m an;^ place or in the custody 
of any person having the same without lawful authority or excuse any false or 
counterfeit coin, whether English or foreign, or any instrument for making the 
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1049. Every offence of falsely making or counterfeiting any coin 
or of buying, selling, receiving, paying, tendering, uttering or putting 
off or of offering to buy, sell, receive, pay, utter or put off any false 
or counterfeit coin against the provisions of the Act is to be deemed 
to be complete, although the coin so made etc. is not in a fit state 
to be uttered or the counterfeiting is not finished (o). 

Sub-Seot. 3 . — Concealing Treasure Trove, 

1050. Treasure trove is gold or silver, in coin, plate, or bullion, 
■whereof no person can now prove the property, hidden in ancient 
time and discovered recently ; it belongs to the King or to some 
lord or other person by the King’s grant or prescription (p), the 
pn'wirt facie presumption always being that it belongs to the 
King ( 2 ). 

Every person is guilty of a common law misdemeanour (r) who 
finds treasure trove and conceals it. 

The punishment is a fine and imprisonment without hard 
labour {s). 

It is a part of the duty of the coroner to hold an inquisition to 
inquire who were the finders of treasure trove and w'ho is suspected 
of concealing it (0, but the holding of such an inquisition is not 
necessary before indicting a person for concealment of the 
treasure (u). 

The offence consists in intentional concealment; it is not 


same, or any gold or silver, whether in dust, solution, or otherwise obtained 
by diminishing the King’s current gold or silver coin, it is lawful for him, and 
ho is requii-ed, to seize it and take it before a justice of the peace ; a lustice of 
the peace may also issue a search warrant for the discovery of false ana counter- 
feit coin and instruments of coining (ihid.f s. 27 ; see also s. 31, which provides for 
the apprehension by any person 01 offenders found committing any indictable 
offence against the Act). Where any coin is tendered as the King’s current gold 
or silver coin to any person who suspects it to be diminished otherwise than by 
reasonable wearing, or to be counterfeit, he may cut, break, bend, or deface such 
coin. If it appears to be diminished or counterfeit, the person tendering it must 
bear the loss. If it is of due weight and appeal's to be lawful coin, the person 
defacing it must receive it as such. In case of dispute as to whether the coin is 
dimini^ed or counterfeit this question is to be determined in a summary way 
by a justice of the peace. Tellers at the Exchequer and the reoeivers-geiieral 
of every branch of the Revenue are required to break or deface every piece of 
counterfeit or unlawfully diminished gold or silver coin tendered to thorn in 
payment {ibid., s. 26). As to apprehension of offenders, see p. 300, note (cf), 
ante ; and as to accessories, see p. 253, ante, 

( 0 ) Coin^e Offences Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. 0 . 99), s. 30. See further, as 
to venue, ibid,, s. 28, and pp. 256, 258, 284, 286, ante; as to offonoee committed 
within the jurisdiction of the Admiralty, ihid,^ s. 36 ; proof of previous con- 
victions, ibid,, 8. 37 ; fining offenders and binding them to keep the peace, 
ibid., B. 38. 

(p) 3 Ca Inst 132; Termes de la Ley, 565; Chitty, Prerogative of the 
Crown, 152 ; and title CoN8TrnmoNi.L Law, Vol. VII., p. 212. 

(g) A.-O. V. Moore, [1893] 1 CL 676, 683. 

\r) 3 Co. Inst 132. 

(«) The offence is, it seems, an offence awnst the prerogative of the King 
ana therefore not triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 
Viet. c. 88), 8. 1). 

(<) Coroners Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Vict. c. 71), s. 36, repealing stat. da 
Ooronatoris, 4 Edw. 1, stat. 2, a 1 ; see title Ooboner, Vol. Vlil., p. 247. 

(«) S, V. Toole (1867), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 75, 0. C. B. (Ir.). 
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Criminal Law and Pbocediieb. 

necessary to allege in the indictment that the defendant acted 
fraudulently, although the word “ fraudulent ” is commonly used in 
some old authorities (v). 

Sub-Sect, 4. — Smuggling, 

1051. Smuggling consists in bringing on shore, or in carrying 
from the shore, dutiable goods, wares, or merchandise for which duty 
has not been paid, or goods the importation of which is prohibited {x), 

1052. Every person is by statute (a) guilty of a misdemeanour 
who after sunset and before sunrise between the 21st September 
and the 1st April, or after 8 p.m. and before 6 a.m. at any other 
time of the year, makes or assists in making any signal from ship, 
boat, or shore for the purpose of giving notice to any person on 
board any smuggling ship or boat. 

The punishment is the forfeiture of £100 or imprisonment for 
one year with or without hard labour (b). 

1053. Every person is by statute (c) guilty of a felony who 
maliciously shoots at any vessel or boat belonging to His Majesty’s 
navy or in the service of the revenue, or maliciously shoots at, maims, 
or wounds any officer of the army or navy, or any mariner or coast- 
guard employed in the prevention of smuggling and on full pay, or 
any officer of customs or excise, or any person acting in his aid, in 
the execution of his duty. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than five nor less 
than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for 
not more than two years (d). 

1054. A person is by statute (e) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
procures any person or persons to assemble for landing, carrying or 

M R, v. Thomas (1863), Le. & Ca. 313. 

(an 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 30, s. 1. The penalty for smuggling is that the 
goods smuggled (Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 36), s. 177), 
and the ship, boat, carriage, or horse used for their conveyance (tWa., s. 202), 
are forfeited to the Crown, and the offender is also liable to forfeit either treble 
the value of the goods, including the duty thereon, or £100, at the election of the 
Commissioners of Customs (ibid,, s. 186;. The forfeitures are recoverable by 
action, ibid,, s. 218. 

(a) Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Yict. c. 36), s. 190; see also 
BS. 191, 192. 

(h) Ibid, 

(c) Ibid., 8. 193; see also Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 
Vict. 0 . 12), 8. 12, which imposes a penalty of £100 for rescuing any person 
apprehended for any offence against the Customs Act, 1876, which is pxinishable 
by fine or imprisonment, or for preventing the apprehension of such a person, 
or for assaulting or obstructing any officer of customs while acting in the 
execution of his duty. The pen^ty is, it seems, recoverable by action. 

(d) Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 36), s. 193 ; Penal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 66 Vict. c. 69), s. 1. Under the Oustoms Consolida- 
tion Act, 1876, a sentence ol imprisonment for three years without hard labour 
could given. Quaere whetWr a sentence of tmee years* imprisonment 
could nowDemdiot^ for this oSence (Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 Vict 
o, 69), 8. 1). Quaere also whether this or the last-mentioned offence is triable at 
quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Yict, c. 38), a 1). 

(e) CuBtoms Consolidation Act, 1876 (89 & 40 Vict c, 86), a, 189; see tbid,, 
(f. 188, which is repealed by the OuBtoms and Inland Sevenue Act, 1879 (42 & 43 
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concealing any goods which are prohibited from being imported, or Sect. 6. 
the duties for which have not been paid or secured. Offences 

The punishment is imprisonment with or without hard labour affecting 

for twelve months ; if any person engaged in landing etc. such Property 

goods is armed with firearms or other offensive weapons, or whether 
so armed or not is disguised in any way, or, being so armed or 
disguised, is found with any goods liable to forfeiture under the 
Customs Acts within five miles of the sea coast or of a tidal river, 
he is liable to imprisonment with or without hard labour for not 
more than three years (/). 

Large clubs or sticks are ** offensive weapons.” The expression 
includes anything that is not in common use for any other purpose 
but a weapon ; but a common whip is not such a weapon, nor, 
probably, is a hatchet which is caught up accidentally during the 
heat of an affray (g). 

1055. All indictments and informations for any offence against Limitation of 
the Customs Acts in any court or before any justice must be brought 

or exhibited within three years next after the date of the offence 
committed (h). 

Sect. 7. — Offences relating to Elections. 

1056. There are various criminal offences in relation to bribery Blectloni. 
at elections, undue influence, evasion of the Ballot Act, persona- 
tion, and neglect or delay in the issue of writs for elections ; these 
offences are treated of in another part of this work (i). 

Sect. 8. — Offences on the High Seas. 

Sub-Seot. 1,’— Piracy, 

1057. Piracy jure gentium {j) consists in destroying, attacking, piracy jwn 
or taking a ship, or taking any part of its tackle or cargo, from the gerUium, 
owners on the high seas, or within the jurisdiction of the Admiralty, 

by acts of violence or by putting in fear, and by a body of men acting 
without the authorisation of any State or politically organised 
society (k), 

Viet. c. 21), B. 14, and soliedule, but ia replaced by s. 10 of the laet-mentioDed 
Act, which is to the same effect (see Stephen, Digest of the Criminal Law, 6th ed., 

68, n.). 

(/) Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 36), s. 189. 

(g) R. V. Fletcher (1742), 1 Leach, 23 ; B. v. Hutchinson (1784), 1 Leach, 339, 

342, n. ; R, v. Noahee (1832), 6 C. & P. 326. 

[h) Customs Consohdation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict, c. 36), s. 257. But 
probably an indictment for a conspiracy to infringe any of the provisions of 
the Acte could be preferred after the expiration of three years (see B, v. 

Thcmimon (185^, 16 Q. B. 832). 

(i 1 See title Elections. 

\j) Piracy was not, properly si)eaking, felony at common law, and a pardon 
of all felonies did not include piracy (1 Hawt. P. C., c. 20, s. 12 ; 3 Co. Inst. 

Ill ; E. V. Morphea (1696), 1 Salk, 85). It was, however, known as felony by 
civil lavr, and was tried according to that law by the admiral or his deputy prior 
to the Offences at Sea Act, 1636 (28 Hen. 8, a 15) ; see the preamble to that 
statute; Molloy, De Jure Afaritimo, bk, 1, c. 4, s. 24; Oo. Lite. 391 a. 

(A?) In A.-a, /or Hong Kong v. Kwok-aSing (1873), L. E. 5 P. C. 179, 199, 
the Privy Council approved as a correct exposition of the law as to what 
oonstitutea piracy jure gentium the following passage from the charge to the 

H.L,— DC. ^ 
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The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (0* 

1058. The King’s courts have jurisdiction to try all cases of 
piracy gctitiutfi in whatever part of the seas and upon whose- 
soever property it may be committed, and whether the accused are 
British subjects or the subjects of any foreign State with whom the 
King is at amity (m). 

If the act of depredation was committed, even without the King[s 
commission, upon a subject of a State at enmity with the King, it 
does not amount to piracy. 

It is piracy for a man who holds the King’s commission to 
despoil those with whom his commission does not authorise him to 
fight, if they are in amity with the King (n). 

The place where the alleged piracy was committed must be within 
the jurisdiction of the Admiralty ( o). 


grand jury in i?. v. Dawson (1696), 13 State Tr. 454: — “piracy is only a sea 
term for robbery, piracy being a robbery witbin the jurisdiction of the 
Admiralty. ... If the mariner of any ship shall violently dispossess the master, 
and afterwards carry away the ship itself or any of the goods with a felonious 
intention in any place where the Lord Admiral hath jurisdiction, this is robbery 
and piracy.” But see Stephen, History of the Criminal Law, VoL 11., 28. ^veral 
defimtions of this offence by jurists of various nationalties are collected in Hall 
on International Law, 6th ed., p. 260, n. The words “ or politically organised 
society ” have been added to the definition in the text to meet the case of a body 
of persons acting in what they suppose to be the public interest 6f their country, 
for pubHo ends, and not with a view to satisfy (at any rate directly) their own 
gre^ or desire for revenge. It is submitted that persons so acting, and 
committing only such acts as would be regular acts of war if done under the 
authority of a recognised State, would not at the present day be held guilty of 
piracy. There would in such a case be, properly speaking, no animus furandi^ 
which has been said to be a necessa^ ingredient of the offence when ship or 
cargo is taken ; and the acts of hostility would be directed against the subjects 
of one particular State, and not by the undiscriminating desire of plunder which 
characterises the hostis humani geneps. See Hall on International Law, pp. 257 
et sea,, where the matter is fully discussed ; also Be Tivnan (1864), 5 H & S. 
646 falso reported as Be Ternan (1864), 9 Cox, 0. 0. 622 ) ; The Magellan Pirates 
(1863), 1 Ecc. & Ad. 81, SS; Bolivia Beptihlic v. Indemnity Mutual Marine 
Assurance Co,, [1909] 1KB. 786. Oases of this kind arose in the United States 
during the Civil War, but were dealt with under special Acts of Congress (see 
Bishop, Criminal Law, Vol. n., p. 618, n.). 

(l) riracy Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 88), s. 3 ; Penal Servitude Act, 
1867 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 3), s. 2) ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Viet, a 69), 
B. 1 ; but see p. 626, post. No kind of piracy is triable at quarter sessions. 

(m) 1 BEawk. P. 0., c. 20, s. 1 ; B, v. Dawson (1696), 13 State Tr. 461, 466. 
But an act which is declared piracy by statute and does not amount to piracy 
jure gentiurn will only be punishaole in an English court, if committed by a 
Briti^ subject, unless it was committed within the King^s dominions or within 
the Admiralty jurisdiction. 

(n) 4 Co. Inst. 164 ; diarge of Sir L. Jenkins, Life of Sir L. Jenkins, Vol. I., 
p. xciv. ; Be Tivnan^ supra. As to depredations by a British subject acting 
imder a commission from a foreira State, see p. 626, poet, 

8 *0o. Inst. 113 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 20, s. 16 j R, v. Allen (1837), 1 Mood. 
0. 0. 494; B. v. Anderson (1868), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 161, 169 ; B, v. Carr (1882), 
10 Q. B. D. 76, 0. 0. E., and see p. 273, ante, and title ADidEALiT, VoL I., p. 69. 
The ordinary rule that an indictment will not lie in an English court for an 
offnaoe eommtted at sea b^nd the limits of the territorial waters (Tutorial 
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All offences committed on the high seas and other places within 
the jurisdiction of the Admiralty may now be tried by justices of 
assize or commissioners of oyer and terminer or gaol delivery in 
any county where a person committed for such an offence is 
imprisoned (p), or by the Central Criminal Court (g). 

1059. If a natural-bom subject of the Efing or a denizen 
of this kingdom commits any piracy or robbery or any act of 
hostility against the King’s subjects upon the sea under colour 
of any commission from any foreign prince or State, or pre- 
tence of authority from any person whatever, either during peace 
or war, he is by statute (r) deemed to be a pirate, felon, and 
robber. 

1060. A master or seaman is by statute (s) deemed to be a 
pirate, felon, and robber, punishable as a pirate, (1) who within 
Admiralty jurisdiction betrays his trust and turns pirate, enemy, 
or rebel and piratically runs away with his ship or any boat, 
ordnance, ammunition or goods, or yields them up voluntarily to 
a pirate ; or (2) who brings seducing messages from any pirate, 
enemy, or rebel; or (3) who consults or combines with or attempts to 
corrupt any master, ofiScer or mariner to yield up or runaway with 
any ship or goods or turn pirate; or (4) who lays violent hands 
on his commander to hinder him from fighting in defence of his 
ship, or confines him, or endeavours to make a revolt in the 
ship. 

1061. A master of a ship, or any other person who trades with 
any pirate, or furnishes him with ammunition, provisions or 
stores, or who fits out a ship for so trading, or who consults, 
combines, or corresponds with a pirate knowing him to be such, 
is by statute deemed to be guilty of piracy, felony, and robbery (t). 

1062. Any person belonging to any ship is by statute (u) deemed 


Waters Jurisdiction Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 73), s. 2) on board a foreign 
Teasel by a foreigner (J?. v. Act/n (1876), 2 Ex. D. 63, 0. 0. R. ; Ji. v. Anderson 
(1868), li. R. 1 0. 0. R. 161, 169) does not apply to piracy. 

( p) Admiralty Offences Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 2), ss. 1, 3, 4 ; and see Offences 
at Sea Act, 1536 (28 Hen. 8, o. 16), ss. 1, 2. 

(a) Central Criminal Court Act, 1834 (4 & 6 WilL 4, c. 36), s. 22. As to the 
trial in the colonies of pirates and others who have committed crimes on the 
high seas, see 11 WiU. 3, o. 7 ; Offences at Sea Act, 1806 (46 Qeo. 3, c. 64); 
Admiralty Offences (Colonial) Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 96) ; Foreign Juris- 
diction Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 37) ; and the Merchant Snipping Act, 1894 
(67 & 68 Viet. c. 60), s. 687. 

(r) 11 Will. 3, a 7, s. 7 (made perpetual by 6 Geo. 1, c. 19). 

(«) Stat. (1698) 11 Will. 3, c. 7, s. 8. As to who are accessories, see ss. 9, 10. 
Upon a charge of confining the master it is not necessary to show that force 
was actually used. A constructiye confinement, as by so threatening the 
master as to render him not a free agent to ^ where he liked on board the 
ship, is a confinement within the meaning of tne section (R. y. Joms (1870), 11 
Qox, 0. 0. 393, per Bgvill, C.J., at p. 397). 

(0 Piracy Act, 1721 (8 Geo. 1, c. 24), s. 1. 
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to be and is punishable as a pirate who, upon meeting a merchant 
ship on the high seas or in any port, haven, or creek, forcibly boards 
or enters her, and who, though he does not seize or carry off such 
vessel, throws overboard or destroys any part of the goods or 
merchandise belonging to her. 

1063. The punishment for a statutory piracy is penal servitude 
for life or for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (a). But whoever 
with intent to commit, or at the time of or immediately before 
or after committing, the crime of piracy in respect of any ship, 
assaults with intent to murder any person on board the ship, or 
who stabs, cuts, or wounds any such person, or unlawfully does 
any act whereby the life of such person may be endangered, must 
be sentenced to death (6). 

Sub-Sect. 2.— Slave Trade. 

1064. Any British subject or anyone residing within the 
King’s dominions is by statute (c) to be deemed guilty of piracy who 
upon the high seas or in any haven, river, creek, or place within 
Admiralty jurisdiction knowingly and wilfully (1) carries away any 
person as a slave, or for the purpose of such person being imported 
as a slave, into any place whatsoever, or for the purpose of such 
person being sold, used, or dealt with as a slave ; or (2) on the 
high seas or within the King’s dominions ships, receives, detains, 
or confines on board ship any person for any such purpose. 

The punishment for such offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years {d). 

1065. Every person is by statute (c) guilty of a felony (1) who 
deals or trades in slaves or persons intended to be dealt with as 
slaves ; (2) imports or contracts for importing into any place slaves 
or other persons in order that they may be dealt with as slaves ; 
(3) ships, receives, detains, or confines on board any such persons 
for the purpose of their being dealt with as slaves; (4) fits out 
or navigates ships for any of the above purposes; (5) lends or 


(a) Piracy Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 88), s. 3 ; Penal Servitude Act, 
1857 (20 & 21 Viet. o. 3), b. 2; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet. c. 69), 
B. 1. 

(5) Piracy Act, 1837 (7 WiU. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 88), s. 2. As to the condemnation 
of propeity captured from pirates and the restitution to owners, see Piracy Act, 
1850 (13 & 14 Viet 0 . 26), s. 6, and title Admiralty, Vol. L, p. 76. 

(c) Slave Trade Act, 1824 (5 Q-eo. 4, c. 113), s. 9. As to the jurisdiction of 
the Admiralty Division of the High Court in regard to the condemnation of 
vessels etc. seized under the Slave Trade Acts, see title Admiralty, Vol. I., 
p. 78. 

(d) Ihid.; Punishment of Offences Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 91h 
B. 1 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. o. 3), s. 2; Penal Servituae 
Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet, a 69), s. 1. The offence is not triable at quarter 
sessions. 

(e) Slave Trade Act, 1824 ^5 Oeo. 4, o. 113), s. 10. Offences under this 

section are not, it seems, excluded from the jurisdiction of quarter sessions 
(Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 6 Viet c. 38), s. 1). 
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oecomes security for money or goods to be employed for such Sbot.8. 
purposes; or (6) knowingly and wilfully becomes guarantee for Ofiences 
agents employed with the same object, or engages in any such on the 
adventure as partner, agent, or otherwise ; (7) ships money or High Seas, 
goods to be employed for such purposes ; (8) acts as master, mate, 
surgeon or supercargo of any ship so employed ; (9) insures any 
slaves or any property so employed; or (10) forges or utters 
any certificate, sentence, or receipt required by the Slave Trade 
Act, 1824 (/). 

The punishment for any such offence is penal servitude for not 
more than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment with 
or without hard labour for not more than two years (g). 

1066. A British subject is equally guilty of any of the above 
offences, whether the acts alleged were committed within or without 
the King’s dominions (h). But there is nothing in the Slave Trade 
Acts to prohibit a contract by a British subject for the sale of slaves 
lawfully held by him in a foreign country where the possession and 
sale of slaves is lawful (i). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Decoying Pacific lelandera, 

1067. Any British subject is by statute {j) guilty of felony Kidnapping 
(1) who decoys a native of an island in the Pacific Ocean (not being Act, 1872. 
in His Majesty’s dominions nor within the jurisdiction of any 
civilised power) for the purpose of importing or removing him into 

any other island or place, or carries such native away or confines 
or detains him for such purpose without his consent ; or (2) who 
for that purpose ships or detains such native without his consent ; 
or (8) who contracts for such shipping etc. ; or (4) who fits out, 
navigates, lets, employs, commands, or serves in or is on board of 
any vessel with intent to commit any such offence ; or (5) who puts 
money or goods on board any vessel with the knowledge that such 
money and goods will be so employed. 


Acts 

committed 
outside the 
King’s 
dominions. 


(/) 9 Geo. 4, c. 113, s. 10. 

(y) Ibid., 8. 10; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. o. 69), s. 1. 
There are also pecuniary forfeitures provided for the above offences by the Slave 
Trade Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 113), ss, 2 — 8, as to the recovery of which see 
8. 12, and the Slave Trade Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 88), s. 25. The last- 
mentioned Act contains provisions for the seizure by ofldeers of the Eoyal Navy 
of vessels equipped for tra<^g in slaves and for their condemnation by courts 
having jurisdiction in Admiralty. As to the place of trial of all offences against 
either of the above Acts, see the Slave Trade Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 88), 
ss. 24, 26, p. 285, ante ; as to the form of the indictment, see R. v. Jenninge 
(1844), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 115. 

ih) R, V. Zuduefa (1843), I Car. & Kir, 215. 

(i) Sanlos v. lllidge (1860), 8 C. B. (n. s.) 861, Ex. Oh. See further, as 
to such contracts, Mittelholzer v. Fullarton (1842), 6 Q. B. 989 ; and as to the 
circumstances xmder which ships supposed to be engaged in the slave trade may 
be seized, see Madrazo v. Willea (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 353 ; Burany, Denman (1848), 
2 Exch. 167 ; Casanovay. R.t The Ricardo Schmidt (1866), L. E. 1 P. 0. 268; Th$ 
Laura (1865), 13 L. T. 133, P. C. ; Hoequard v. E., The Newport (1858), 0 W. ^ 
310 ; R. V. Caeaca (1880), 5 App. Cas. 548, P. 0. 

{/) Kidnapping Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Viet. c. 19), s. 9. 
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Anyone charged with such an offence may be tried in any supreme 
court of justice in any of the Australian colonies an4^ sentenced to 
the highest punishment, other than capital punishment^ awarded for 
any felony by the law of the colony in which he is tried, and any 
person who aids and abets such an offender may be tried and 
punished in the same way (k). 

Sect. 9. — Offences relating to Foreign Nations. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Offences with respect to Diplomatisis, 

1068. Any person suing forth or prosecuting any writ or process 
interfering with the freedom from legal process enjoyed by ambassa- 
dors and other public ministers of foreign States, and, in certain 
circumstances, their households ({), and any solicitor acting in such 
a case, and any officer executing such writ or process, upon con- 
viction thereof before the Lord Chancellor and the Lord Chief 
Justice, is by statute to be deemed a violator of the law of nations 
and a disturber of the public repose, and is liable to such pains, 
penalties, and corporal punishment as they may judge fit to be 
imposed (m). 

A libel on a foreign ambassador is a common law misdemeanour 
punishable as tending to interrupt the pacific relations between this 
country and the nation which he represents (n). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Foreign Enlistment. 

1069. It is by statute (o) a misdemeanour (1) for any British 
subject, within or without the King's dominions, to accept, or agree 


(/c) Kidnapping Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Yici c. 19), b. 10. 

(/) See title Constitutional Law, VoL YL, p. 428. 

(m) Diplomatic Privileges Act, 1708 (7 Ann. a 12), ss. 3, 4. The Act will not 
protect members of a public minister’s suite or household who are occupied in 
trading (s. 5), and no person is to be proceeded against for having arrested the 
servant of an ambassador, imless the servant’s name has been re^stered in the 
office of a Secretary of State and by him transmitted to the sheriffs or under- 
sheriffs of London and Middlesex (s. 6). The privilege of a person who has been 
appointed an ambassador from being sued and from arrest extends for such a 
reasonable period after he is recalled as is necessary to enable him to wind up 
his official business and prepare for his return to ms countiw, even though his 
successor has been appointed {Marshill v. Critico (1808), 9 East, 447 ; MxmLTue 
Bey V. Gadban, [1894] 1 Q. B. 533 ; 2 Q. B. 852, C. A.). See title Action, 
Yol. L, p. 19, 

There is no known instance of any proceeding a^inst any person under 
s. 4 of the Diplomatic Privileges Act, 1708 (7 Ann. c. 12). The Act 
seems to contemplate a summary proceeding without the intervention of a 
jury, and has, probably, no application to arrest on criminal process, see p. 245, 
ante, 

(n) B, V. d^Eon (1764), 1 Wm. BL 610, 617 ; 2 Ohitty, Oriminol Law, 64; 
see K, V. Peltier (1803), 28 State Tr. 529, 617. As to obtaining a passpoit by 
fraud, see E, v. Brailsfordy [1906] 2 KB. 730. 

(o) Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Yiot. c. 90), ss. 4 — ^11. It has been 
said that it was a misdemeanour at oommcm law to enter the service of any 
foreign State without the leave of the King (1 East, P. 0. 81). Mercenary service 
abroad was very common before the passing of the Foreign Enlistment Ant, 
1870. It is statM by Ooke that it is unlawlm for a British subject to receive 
a pension firom a foreign King or State without the King’s licence (3 Co. Inst 
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to accept, without the King’s licence, any commission or engage- 
ment in the military or naval service of any foreign State at war 
with any friendly State (i.e., a foreign State which is at peace with 
His Majesty) ; or (2) for anyone, whether a British subject or not, 
within the King’s dominions to induce any other person to accept 
any such commission or engagement (p) ; (3) for any British 
subject without the King’s licence to quit, or go on board any 
ship with a view of quitting, the King’s dominions with intent to 
accept any such commission or engagement (q); (4) for anyone, 
whether a British subject or not, within the King’s dominions to 
induce any other person to quit, or to go on board any ship with 
a view of quitting, the King’s dominions with the like intent; 
(5) for anyone to induce any other person to quit the King’s 
dominions under a misrepresentation or false representation of the 
service in which such person is to be engaged with the intent or in 
order that such person may accept or agree to accept any such 
commission (r) ; (6) for the master or owner of any ship without 
such licence knowingly to take or engage to take or to have on 
board such ship within the King’s dominions any British subject 
who without the King’s licence has accepted such a commission or 
engagement, or is about to quit the dominions with intent to 
accept any such commission etc., or any person who has been 
induced to embark under a false representation of the service in 
which he is to be engaged with the intent that he may accept any 
such commission or engagement (s) ; (7) for any person within the 
King’s dominions and without such licence either to build or agree to 
build or cause to be built any ship with intent or knowledge or 
having reasonable cause to believe that it will be employed in the 
military or naval service of any foreign State at war with a friendly 
State, or to issue any commission for, or equip or despatch, or allow 
to be despatched, any ship with the like intent or knowledge (0 ; 
(8) for any person within the King’s dominions, by adding to the 
number of guns or any equipment of war, to increase without the 
King’s licence the warlike force of any ship which, at the time of 
her being within the dominions, was in the naval service of any 


144). As to taking military service under a prince or State in Indio, see 
Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 90). 

(p) 1 hid.y 8. 4. See R, v. Rumble (1864), 4 F. « F. 175. As to definition of 
a foreign State, see ibid,f s. 30. 

i j) I h%d,f 8. 6. 
r) I hid., 8 . 6. 

8) Ibid,, B. 7. 

t) Ibid., 8 . 8; see R. v. Sandoval (1887), 3 T. L. B. 411; A.-(7. v. 
lam (1863), 2 H. & 0. 431 ; R. v. Rumble, supra. But a person building or 
equipping a ship in pursuance of a contract made before tne commencement 
of the war is not liable to the penalties imposed for building or equipping, 
if forthwith upon the King’s proclamation of neutrality such person gives 
notice to a S^etaiy of State that he is building or equipping the ship, 
and gives h^ such particulars of the contract as he may require, and 
gives such security and permits such oGier measures to be taken as the Secre- 
ta^ of State may prescribe for ensuring that the ship shall not be removed 
wiuLOut toe Bung’s licence until toe termination of the war {ibid., s. 8). See 
s. 9 as to toe presumption that a vessel huUt for and used by the forei^ State 
was built with a view to its being so employed. To let a tug to one toe 
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foreign State at war with a friendly State («) ; (9) for any person 
within the King’s dominions and without the King’s licence to prepare 
or fit out any naval or military expedition against the dominions of 
any friendly State, or to be engaged or employed in such preparation 
or fitting out or assisting therein or to be employed in any capacity 
in such expedition (a). 

If the illegal expedition be prepared within the King’s dominions, 
the participation in it by a British subject outside such dominions 
is an offence against the Act (b). 

The punishment for any such offence is fine and imprisonment 
at the discretion of the court, with or without hard labour, for not 
more than two years (c). In addition to such punishment, in the 
case of illegal shipbuilding (d) the ship, with her equipment, is 
forfeited to the King, and in the case of illegally fitting out an 
expedition all ships and their equipments and all arms and muni- 
tions of war used in the expedition are forfeited to the King (e). 


Part XI. — Offences against Public Order. 

Sect. 1. — Offences against Religion (f). 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Blasphemy, 

1070. Blasphemy is a misdemeanour at common law punish- 
able by fine and imprisonment without hard labour. It consists in 


combatants for the purpose of towing a prize with a prize crew on board to the 
home waters of the captor is the despatching of a ship for the purpose of taking 
part in the naval service of such combatant [Dyke v. Elliott, The Oaurdlet (1872), 
L. R. 4 P. 0. 184). But a telegraph ship employed to lay a cable to be used for 
civil and postal purposes is not such a ship, even thouffh there is a possibility 
that the cable may also bo used for military purposes [The International (1871), 
L. R.3A. &E. 321). 

(w) Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 90), s. 10. 

(a) Ibid., 8 . 11, See E. v. Sandoval (1887), 3 T. L. K, 411, 436, 498; E, v. 
Jameson (1896), Shorthand Notes, I., 348. 

[h) E, V. Jameson, [1896] 2 Q. B. 425. As to powers of search, seizure, and 
detention of suspected vessels by the Secretary of State and certain public 
ofiQcers, see Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 90), ss. 21—29. 

(c) Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 90), ss. 4 — 8, 10, 
11, 13. 

id) Le,, when a person commits an offence under s. 8 of the Act. 

(e) Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 90), s. 11. Any overt act 
of preparation for such an expedition, as by the purchase of guns in this country 
which are sent to a foreign ^rt to be shipped there on the vessel in which the 
expedition is to be made, is an offence against the Act [E, v. Sandoval (1887), 16 
Oox, 0. C* 206). Accessories are punished as principal offenders (Foreign 
Enlistment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet o, 90), s. 13). Offences against the Act are 
not expressly excluded from the juri^ction of quarter sessions (Quarter 
Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. o. 38), s. 1), but manifestly ought not to be tried 
there. 

(/) The offences mentioned in this section are not triable at quarter sessions 
(Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (3 4 6 Viet c. 38), s. 1), 
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(1) Bcoffingly or irreverently ridiculing or impugning the doctrines 
of the Christian faith; or (2) in uttering or publisning contume- 
lious reproaches of Jesus Christ ; or (8) in profane scoffing at the 
Holy Scriptures or exposing any part thereof to contempt or ridicule. 

It is not blasphemy with due gravity and propriety to contend 
that the Christian religion or any part of its doctrine, or the whole 
or any part of the Holy Scriptures, is untrue (g). 

It is immaterial whether the blasphemous words were spoken or 
written ; in the latter case they constitute a blasphemous libel. 

No criminal prosecution can be commenced against the proprietor, 
publisher, editor, or any person responsible for the publication of a 
newspaper for any libel published therein without the order of a 
judge at chambers being first obtained (/i). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Offences against the Church of England. 

1071. Anyone who utters or publishes seditious words in Sedltfoiw 
derogation of the established religion is at common law guilty 
leligion. 

(a) 1 Hawk. P. C., o. 26, bs. 1, 2 (8th ed., Vol. L, 358) ; 4 Bl. Com. 60 ; Starkie 
on Libel, 2nded., 145 — 147, approved by Lord Coleridge, C.J., in R, v. Ramsay 
and Foote (1883), 15 Cox, 0. U. 231 ; R, v. Woolston (1729), 2 Stxa. 834 ; Shore v. 

Wilson (1842), 9 Cl. & Fin. 8d5, 624, 539, H. L. ; R. v. Waddington (1822), 1 B. 

& C. 26; i?. v. Hetherington (1840), 4 State Tr. (n. 8.) 663, 690; and see the 
summing up of Abbott, C.J., in R, v. Carlile (1819), at col. 1424 of the same 
volume; R, v. Bradlaugh (1883), 15 Cox, C. C. 217 ; R, v. Ramsay and Foote, 
eupra ; R, v. Boulter fl908), 72 J. P. 188. 

Some authorities, t)oth old and modern, lay down the proposition that any 
denial of the truth of Christianity in general or of the existence of God, however 
decent may be the terms of such denial, is by the common law punishable as 
blasphemy (see Stephen, J., Digest of the Criminal Law, 6th ed., p. 125 ; see also 
1 Hawk. P. C., c. 26, s. 1 ; R. v. Woolston, supra; R, v. Eaton (1812), 31 State 
Tr. 927, 950; R, v. Qathercole (1838), 2 Lew. C. C. 237, 264 ; Cowan v. Milbourn 
(1867), L. B. 2 Exch. 230, 234 ; Pankhurst v. Thompson (1886), 3 T. L. E. 199). 

In R, V. Boulter, supra, Phillimorb, J., approved of the summing up of Lord 
Coleridge, C. J., in R, v. Ramsay and Foote, supra, and disapproved of the view 
expressed by Stephen, J. The stat (1698) 9 Will. 3, c. 36, enacts that if any 
person, having been educated in, or at any time made profession of, the Christian 
religion, should by writing, printing, teaching, or advised speaking deny any one 
of the Persons in the Holy Trinity to be God, or assert or maintain that there 
are more gods than one, or deny the Christian religion to be true or the Holy 
Scriptures to be of divine authonty, he should upon conviction upon indictment 
or i^ormation be adjudged incapable of holding any office, and upon a second 
conviction should suffer other incapacities and be imprisoned for three years ; 
but in the case of words spoken information of the words complained of must be 
nven upon oath to a justice of the peace within four d^s, and the prosecution 
be within three months thereafter ; if, in the case of a umt ofFence, the person 
convicted acknowledged and renounced in court his offence or erroneous 
opinions within four months after conviction, he was to be discharged from 
furtW disabilities. The provisions of this Act were, ** so far as the same relate to 
persons denying astherem mentioned respecting the Holy Trinity,” repealed by 
stat (1813) 63 Geo. 3, c. 160, s. 2; see as to this statute, per Best, J., in R» v. 

Carmc (1819), 3 B. & Aid. 161, 167, and Cowan v. Milbourn, supra, at p. 234. 

It is believed that there has never been a prosecution for an offence u gainst 
stat (1698) 9 Will. 3, c. 35, the provisions of which do not alter the common 
law (^. V. Carlile, supra). 

It has been held in Heland to be an offence at common law to burn a Bibl# 
contemptuously (R, v. Fetch erini (1856), 7 Cox, 0. C. 79). 

(A) Law of LiW Amendment Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet c. 64], s. 8 ; see title 
liiBEL and Slander. 
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of a misdemeanour and is punishable by fine and imprison- 
ment (t). 

1072 . Anyone is by statute (fc) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
depraves, despises, or contemns the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Sapper by any contemptuous words or otherwise. The punishment 
for this offence is imprisonment and fine at the King’s pleasure. 

1073 . Anyone is by statute (i) guilty of a misdemeanour who in 
any plays, songs, rhymes, or by other open words, speaks anything 
in derogation, depraving, or despising of the Book of Common 
Prayer or of anything therein contained, or causes the minister in 
any parish church etc. to use any other form of prayer, or 
interrupts a clergyman saying prayer in the manner set out in the 
Book of Common Prayer. 

The punishment is a fine of 100 marks for the first and 400 marks 
for the second offence, and for the third offence the forfeiture of all 
goods and chattels and imprisonment for life(»i). 

1074 . Any priest or other minister of the Church who ought to 
say common prayer or minister the sacraments is by statute (n) 
guilty of a misdemeanour, if he refuses to do so in the order 
set forth in the Book of Common Prayer, or if he uses any other 
rite, ceremony, or form than is therein contained, or preaches or 
speaks anything in derogation or depraving of the Book of Common 
Pi'ttyer or of anything therein contained. 

Tlie punishment is for the first offence the forfeiture to the King 
of the profit of the offender’s spiritual benefices for one year and 
imprisonment for six months, for the second offence deprivation of 
all his spiritual promotions and imprisonment for a year (or for life 
if he has no such promotions), and for the third offence a similar 
deprivation and imprisonment for life (o). 

Sect. 2. — Offences relating to Marriage. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Bigamy, 

1075 . Subject to the qualifications hereafter mentioned, everyone is 
guilty of felony {p) who, being married, marries any other person 

(i) 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 26, s. 5 TStli ed., Vol. L, 358) ; R, v. Oathercole (1838), 2 
Lew. 0. 0. 237, 254. But see tne observations of Lord CoLBRiDaE, O.J., in R, 
V. Ramsay and Foote (1883), 48 L. T. 733, 735. The statement in the text must 
now be taken with the qualification that the words, to be indictable, must be 
ribald, in'everent, and contumelious, and even with that qualification the often ce 
is practically obsolete. Profane swearing is punishable on summary conviction 
(Profane Oaths Act, 1746 (19 Geo. 2, c. 21), b. 1). As to disturbing public 
worship, see p. 477, ante, 

{h) (1647) 1 Edw. G, c. 1, s. 1, revived by (1568) 1 Eliz. c* 1, s. 16; see also 
(1653) 1 Mar. sess. 2jC. 3. 

(f) Stat. (1668) 1 Eliz. c. 2, ss. 9, 10, 11 ; stat. (1662) 14 Car. 2, c. 4, s. 20. 
The expression ** mark ’’is a money of account” to express 133. 4(/., and has 
long passed out of use. 

(m) I hid, 

(n) Stat. (16581 1 Eliz. c. 2, s, 4. 

(o) Hid, As to limitation of time for the commencement of a prosecution, 
see tbid, s. 20. 

(p) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 A 25 Yiot. c. 100), s. 67 ; Penal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Yict. o. 69), s* 1. 
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during the life of the former wife or husband, whether the second 
marriage is in England or elsewhere ( 9 ). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or with- 
out hard labour for not more than two years (r). The offence is 
not triable at quarter sessions (rr). 

1076. A person marrying a second time, whose wife or husband 
baa been continually absent from such person for seven years then 
last past, and has not been known by such person to be living at 
any time within that period, cannot be convicted of bigamy (s). 

In the case of such an absence the presumption is in favour of 
innocence, and it is incumbent upon the prosecution to show that 
the {wisoner knew that the wife or husband was alive (<)• It is not 
sufficient to prove that the prisoner had the means of such 
knowledge («). 

Even if the statutory period of seven years has not elapsed, the 
bona-fide belief of the prisoner at the time of the second marriage 
that the husband or wife was dead, provided such belief was based on 
reasonable grounds, affords a good defence to an indictment for 
bigamy (v). 

1077. A person already married who, having the intention of 
appearing to contract a second marriage, goes through a form 
known to and recognised by the law as capable of producing a valid 
marriage, is guilty of bigamy, although the second marriage, even 
if it were not bigamous, would be otherwise invalid (w). 

1078. If the first marriage is void by reason of consanguinity, 
affinity, lunacy, or any other defect, the second marriage is not 


(a) This includes not only the Bang’s dominions, but any foreign country (7?. 
V. Jlumll (£Jarl)^ [1 901] A. 0. 446). It is also immaterial where the first marriage 
has been celebrated (2 Hale, P. 0. 692). But where such second marriage is 
contracted elsewhere than in England or Ireland and the person who contracts 
it is not a British subject, he is not punishable by English law (Offences against 
the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. o. 100), s. 45). 

(r) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viofc. o. 100), s. 57. 

(rr) Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1. 

(8) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 67 ; jB. v. 
Cullen (1840), 9 C. & P. 681 ; H* v. Jones (1842), Oar. & M. 614. The prisoner 
is entitled to the protection of the section, although he may have wilfully 
deserted his wife {R, v. Faulkea (1903), 19 T. L. E. 250). 

{t) R, V. Heaton (1863), 3 F. &F. 819 ; E. v. Ourgenwen (1865), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 
1 ; compare R, v. Jones (1883), 11 Q. B. D, 118, 0. 0. E., where, there being no 
evidence of the date of the separation between the prisoner and his wile, to 
whom he had been married seventeen years before the second marriage, or as to 
when he had last seen her, the court upheld the conviction. 

(u) R. V. Briggs (1866), bears. & B. 98. 

(i;) R. V. Tolson (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 168, 0. 0. E. 

(«;) R, V. Allen (1872), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 367, 376 (marriage within the pro- 
hibitw degrees), disapproving of the Irish case R. v. Fanning (1866), 10 
Cox, 0. 0. 411 ; see also R, v. Allison (1806), Euss. & Ey. 109 ; R, v. 
Brawn (1843), 1 Car. & 'Kix» 144 ; E. v. Rea, supra. The rule laid down in 
E. V. Alien will not be applicable in the case of a second marria^ W a form 
not known to and recogni^ by the lawt ^ hi Burt y. Burt (1860), 2 Sw. & Tr, 
68 . 
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bigamous (x). But if the first marriage is only voidable, as by 
reason of impotence, and has not been avoided at the date of the 
second marriage, the second marriage is bigamous (y). 

1079. If the first marriage has been dissolved by a divorce h 
vinculo matnmonii before the date of the second marriage, or has 
been declared void by any court of competent jurisdiction, the second 
marriage is not bigamous (2?), but it is otherwise, if there has only 
been a judicial separation, or if a decree nisi for divorce has not 
been made absolute (a). 

An English court will only recognise the validity of a divorce 
obtained abroad, where at the date of the institution of proceed- 
ings for divorce the parties were domiciled within the jurisdiction 
of the court pronouncing the decree, or where the State of the 
domicil recognises such divorce and where the court which pro- 
nounced the decree was competent by the laws of the country 
which gave it jurisdiction (b). Where the parties had only a 
“ matrimonial residence,’* and not a domicil in the ordinary 
sense within the foreign jurisdiction, the validity of the divorce 
will not be recognised (c), and any British subject who remarries 
subsequently in the lifetime of his wife may be convicted of 
bigamy (d). 

The other party to the bigamous marriage is punishable as a 
principal in the second degree, if he or she knew at the time of such 
marriage that the previous marriage was still subsisting (e). 


Evidence. 1080. It is for the prosecution to prove the celebration of the first 
marriage and the identity of the parties. If the marriage is alleged by 
the accused to be invalid on the ground of consanguinity, informality 
etc., he must adduce evidence of such invalidity. If the celebration 
of the first marriage is proved, the presumption, in the absence of 
evidence to the contrary, is in favour of the validity of the 
marriage (/). 

An actual marriage must be proved. Evidence of reputation and 
cohabitation are not sufficient to support the indictment (g). 

The prisoner’s admission of the first marriage is, it seems. 


(t) Jl. V. Chadwuk (1847), 11 Q. B. 205, 235 ; /?. v. Wilhhire (1881), 6 
a B. D. 366 ; B. v. Mtllia (1844), 10 Cl. & Fin. 534, H. L. 

(y) 3 Co. Inst. 88 ; R. v. Jacobs (1826), 1 Mood. C. C. 140 ; B. v. B. (1891), 27 
L. B. Ir. 587, 608. 

(z) Offences against the Person Aot, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. 0 . 100), s. 57. 

(a) See Norman v. Villars (1877), 2 Ex. D, 359, 0. A, ; Stanhope v, Stanhops 
(1886), 11 P. D. 103, 109, 0. A. 

(5) See title Contuct of Laws, Vol. VI., pp. 266 et and Bater v. Bater, 
[1906] P. 209. 

(c) Le Meaurier v. Le Mesurier^ [1895] A 0. 517, P. 0. 

(d) R, V. Ruuell (Earl), [1901] A. C. 446. 

(e) R, V. Brawn (1843), 1 Car. & Kir. 144; 1 Russell on Crimes, 664, n. 

(/) R, y. AllUon (1806), Russ. & Ry. 109 ; R, v. Mainwaring (1856), 26 L. J. 
(M. 0 .) 10, 0. 0. R. ; B.Y,Rea (1872), L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 365 ; R. v. Creaawdliim), 
1 Q. B. D. 446, 0. 0. R. As to the requirements for the validity of a marriage, 
see title Husband and Wife, post 

( y) Morris v. Miller (1767), 4 Burr. 2057 ; Oaiherwood y. Oa$lon (1844). H 
]K, * W. 261, 26?. 4 r. Wileon (1862;), 3 F. ^ F. 49, ^ 
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not suflScient evidence of the fact without proving the actual 
celebration (A). 

A certified copy of an entry purporting to be sealed with the seal 
of the register oflSce is receivable as evidence of the birth, death, or 
marriage to which it relates without further proof of such entry (i). 

To prove the identity of the prisoner with the person named in 
the certificate it is not necessary to call as a witness one of 
the subscribing witnesses to the register; any evidence which 
satisfies the jury as to the identity of the parties is sufficient(J). 

The first husband or wife is not (k), but, when the first marriage 
has been proved, the second wife is, a competent witness for the 
prosecution (Z). 

It must be proved to the satisfaction of the jury that the first 
husband or wife was alive at the date of the second marriage. The 
law makes no presumption on the subject (in). 


Sub-Seot. 2. — Irregular Solemniaation of Marriage* 

1081 . Everyone is by statute (n) guilty of a felony who(l), except 
by a special licence from the Archbishop of Canterbury, solemnises 
a marriage in any place other than a church or chapel in which 
marriages may be solemnised according to the rites of the Church 
of England, or a building which is duly registered under the 
Marriage Act, 1836 (o), or the office of a registrar of marriages ; or 
(2) solemnises a marriage at any other time than between 8 a.m. and 
3 p.m., except by such special licence ; or (3) solemnises a marriage 
without due publication of banns except where such publication is 
not needed by law ; or (4), falsely pretending to be in holy orders, 
solemnises matrimony according to the rites of the Church of Eng- 
land; or (5) being a registrar of marriages, knowingly issues a 
certificate for marriage after the expiration of three months from 
the date of the notice to be given by one of the parties intending 
to be married, or issues any certificate for marriage by licence 


Qi) R. V. Truman (1795), 1 East, P, 0. 470 ; R. v. Savage (1876), 13 Oox, 
C. 0. 178; R. V. Flanerty (1847), 2 Car. & Kir. 782; R, v. Lindsay (1902), 66 
J. P.505; and Catherwo^ v. Caelon (1844), 13 M. & W. 261, 265. But see R, 
V. Newton (1843), 2 Mood. & R. 503. 

(t) Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 86), s. 38. 

1 East, P. 0. 472, e,g. evidence of the handwriting of the paities to the 
register or tiiat the bell-ringers at the wedding were paid by them are riven as 
examples, .^hotogryih has been admitted as evidence [R* v. ToUon (1864), 4 
P. & F. 103, WILLBS, tf.). 

S Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Yict. c. 36), s. 1 (o). See p. 405, 
(Z), ante. 

(1) 1 Hale, P. C. 693 ; 1 East, P. C. 469. 

(m) R, V. Lumley (1869), L. R. 1 C. C. R. 196 ; R. v. WilUhire (1881), 6 Q,, B. D. 
366, C. 0. R. If, however, the husband and wife have been separated for less 
than seven years, the prosecution need not prove affirmatively that the prisoner 
knew that his wife was alive. It is for him to disprove this [R. v. EUia (1858), 
1 F. & F. 309; R. v. Jones (1869), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 358, 0. C. R.). 

(n) Marriage Act, 1823 (4 Geo. 4, c. 76), s. 21 ; Marriage Act, 1836 (6 & 7 
Will. 4, c. 85), ss. 39, 40, 41 ; Marriage Act, 1886 (49 Viet. c. 14), s. 1 ; Marriage 
Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 58). There are special provimons i» theee Acte wit^ 
reference to Jews and Quakers. 

(o) 6 A 7 Will- 4, 0. 85, 
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before the expiration of seven days after the entry of the notice^ or 
issues any certificate for marriage without licence before the expira- 
tion of twenty-one days after the entry of the notice, or issues any 
certificate the issue of which shall have been forbidden by any 
person authorised to forbid it, or knowingly and wilfully registers 
or solemnises in his office any marriage declared by the Marriage 
Act, 1886 (p), to be null and void. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (a). 

A prosecution for any of these offences must be commenced within ■ 
three years after the commission of the offence (i>). 

1082. Every person is by statute (c) guilty of a misdemeanour 
who, being a person authorised by the trustees or other governing 
body of a building registered for the solemnising of marriages to 
solemnise marriage therein, refuses or fails to comply with the 
Marriage Act, 1898 (d), or the enactments or regulations for the time 
being in force with respect to the solemnisation and registration of 
marriages. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years or a fine not 
exceeding ; such a person on conviction for such an offence 
ceases to be an authorised person (e). 

Sub-Sect. 3, — Fake Declarations and Notices, 

1083. A person who knowingly and wilfully makes a false 
declaration or signs a false notice or certificate required by the 
Marriage Act, 1836 (/), or the Foreign Marriage Act, 1892 (gf), for 
the purpose of procuring a marriage, or who forbids the issue of 
the registrar's certificate, or forbids a marriage under the last- 
named Act by falsely representing himself to be a person whose 
consent to the marriage is required by law knowing such represen- 
tation to be false, incurs the penalties of perjury. 

The prosecution must be commenced within three years (fe). 

1084. Everyone is subject to the same penalties as if he were 
guilty of perjury (t) who wilfully makes or causes to be made for the 


(р) 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 85 ; see also title Husband and Wife. 

(a) Marriage Act, 1823 (4 Geo. 4, o. 76), s. 21 ; Marriage Act, 1836 (6 & 7 
Will. 4, 0 . 85), s. 39 ; Criminal Law Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 28), s. 8. If tke 
prosecution is under the Marzia^ Act, 1823, the maximum sentence of penal 
servitude is fourteen years; see toid, s. 21. The ofience, it seems, is triable at 
quarter sessions. 

(5) Marriage Act, 1823, supra, s. 21 ; Marriage Act, 1836, supra, s. 41. 

(с) Marriage Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Yiot. o. 58), s. 12. 

(d) 61 & 62 Yiot. 0 . 68. 

{e) Ibid,, 8. 12 ; t.s. a person who is certified as such under the Marriage Act, 
1898, supra, s. 6 (3). 

(/) 6 & 7 Will. 4, 0. 86. 

(g) 66 & 66 Yiot. a 23. Offences under this sub-section are not triable at 
qua^r sessions. 

S Marriage Act, 1836, supra, ss, 38, 41 ; Foreign Marriage Act, 1892, supra^ 
See also Marriage Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Yiot. c. 6^, s. 12. 

(«) Births and Deaths Begistration Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will 4, c. 86), s. 41 * 
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purpose of being inserted in any register of marriage any false 
statement as to tne particnlars which are required by the Births and 
Deaths Begistration Act, 1886 ( j), to be registered. 

The false statement, to be within the Act, must be wilfully and 
intentionally untrue and not a mere mistake (k). 

Sect. S. — Offences against Decency and Morality (J). 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Indecent Expomre. 

1085. The public exhibition of the naked person or any other 
act of open and notorious lewdness is an indictable misdemeanour at 
common law (m). Similar exposure, even though in a place of 
public resort, is not indictable at common law, if it is only visible 
by one person (n). The exposure is indictable, although the place 
be not one of public resort, if the place be such that a number of 
persons can and do see the act (o). 

Bathing in a state of nudity in a place near to which persons 
frequently pass is indictable (p). 

The punishment for this offence is a fine and imprisonment with 
or without hard labour (q). 

1086. It is a common law misdemeanour (/*) to keep a booth for 
the purpose of holding an indecent exhibition which persons are 
invited to come in and see, or to show on the highway a picture or 
exhibition which, although not indecent in the ordinary sense, is 
nevertheless disgusting and offensive (s). 


(y) Births and Deaths Begistration Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, o. 86), s,41 ; and 
see p. 742, post 

(AT) li, y. Dunboyne {Lord) (1860), 3 Oar. & Eir. 1. As to forging marriage 
certificates and forging or destroying marriage registers, see p. 741, post 

(l) As to rape, see p. 611, post; indecent assault, p. 619, post* 

(m) B* V, Sedley ^1663), 1 Sid. 168, from which it appears that this offence had 
formerly been punishable in the Star Chamber. See B, v. Harris (1871), L. E. 
1 C. 0. B. 282, and the cases cited infra. By statute every person who wilfully, 
openly, and obscenely exposes his person in any street, road, or public highway, 
or in the view thereof, or in any place of public resort with intent to insult any 
femalo, is to be deemed a rogue and vagabond and liable on summary con- 
viction to three months’ imprisonment (Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), 

B. 4 ; as to a repetition of tne offence which makes the offender an incorrigible 
rogue, see ss. 5, 10). 

(n) B, V. Watson (1847), 2 Cox, C. C. 376 ; B, v. Webb (1848), 3 Cox, C. 0. 183, 
0. 0. E.; B. v. Farrell (1862), 9 Cox, C. 0. 446, 0. 0. E. (Ir.) ; but see 
Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 4t 

(o) As on the root of a house (B, v. Thallman (1863), 9 Cox, C. 0. 388, 

C. C. E.), or in a field off the footway where people frequently pass, though 
without the legal right to do so [B, v. Wulard (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 63, 
0. C. E.). 

{^) B, V. Crunden (1809), 2 Camp. 89 ; B, v. Beed (1871), 12 Cox, 

(a) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 16 Viet. c. 100), s. 29. This offence 
and the offence next mention^ are mable at quarter sessions. 

(r) B, V. Saunders (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 16, 0. U. E. ; and a person who wfi^y 
exposes to public view in any highway or public place any indecent exhibition 
may also be dealt with as a rogue and y^oond (Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, 
c 83), 8. 4 ; Vagrancy Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viot. c. 38), s. 2). 

(«) R y. Grey (1864), 4 P. & P. 78. 
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Sub-Sect. 2. — Indecent Publicatiom, 

1087. Anyone is guilty of a common law misdemeanour who 
publishes any indecent matter tending to the destruction of the 
morals of society and to deprave and corrupt those whose minds 
are open to immoral influences (a). 

1088. It is a misdemeanour to procure indecent prints with 
intent to publish them, but it is not an offence to simply have 
possession of obscene prints or literature even with intent to 
publish them (b). 

1089. If the necessary or natural effect of a publication is 
prejudicial to public morality or decency, the motive of the defen- 
dant in publishing the obscene matter is immaterial. If the work 
is manifestly obscene, the defendant will be taken to have 
published it with an unlawful intent ; he cannot be heard to say 
that, though he broke the law, he did so from a wholesome and 
salutary purpose, and not for gain (c). But in many cases it is 
material to consider to whom and under what circumstances the 
publication is made. Some matters may be properly published to 
practitioners or students of medicine or surgery, the publication of 
which to boys or girls or even to the public indiscriminately would 
necessarily tend to the corruption of morals and therefore be 
illegal (cl). The privilege which the law gives to reports of judicial 
proceedings does not extend to reports containing matters of an 
obscene and demoralising character (e). 

A prosecution cannot be commenced against the proprietor, 
publisher, editor, or any person responsible for the publication of 


(a) E, V. Gurl (172^, 2 Stra. 788, whicli seems to have been tlie first successful 
prosecution for this offence in a temporal court. In E. v. Bead (1707), 11 Mod. 
Kep. 142, the court had held that the publication of an obscene book was 
not indictable, but was punishable only in a spiritual court. See now E. v. 
mcJcUn (1868), L. E. 3 Q. B. 360, 371 ; E. v. Earraclough, [1906] 1 K. B. 201, 
C. C. E. 

(h) Dugdale v. E. (1853), 1 E. & B. 435; E, v. Eosenetein (1826), 2 0. & P. 
414. But possession of such prints etc. may be evidence of procuring (p. 260, 
ante), 

(c) E. V. HicMin (1868), L. E. 3 Q. B. 360; Steele v. Brannan (1872), L. E. 7 
0. P. 261. 

(d) E. V. Hichlint supra. 

(c) Steele v. Brannan^ supra; R. v. CfctWiVc (1819), 3 B. & Aid. 167; E. v. 
Creevey (1813), 1 M. & S. 273, 281 ; and see Law of Libel Amendment Act, 
1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 64), ss. 3, 4. Provision has been made for the search for 
and seizure of obscene books or pictures. A stipendiary police magistrate or 
any two justices, upon complaint being made on oath, may issue a warrant to 
search any premises where tne complainant alleges he has reason to believe that 
any obscene books, writings, or pictures are kept for sale or distribution, or 
exhibitipn for pui^oses of gain, or lending on hire, or otherwise published for 
gain ; if such articles are seized upon the execution of the warrani^ the occupier 
of the premises may be summoned to show cause why such articles should not 
be destroyed, and upon the hearing of the summons the justices, if satisfied 
that they are of the character stated in the warrant and have been kept for the 
purposes aforesaid, and that their publication would amount to a misdemeanour, 
may order them to be destroyed (Obscene Publications Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet, 
c. 83), a. 1 ; and see E, y, Hichlin^ supra; Ex parte Bradlaugh{lSlS)y 3 Q. B. L. 
509). 
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a newspaper for any obscene or other libel published therein 
without an order of a judge at chambers being first obtained (/). 

Upon a prosecution for an obscene libel it is not necessary to set 
out the obscene passages in the indictment, but the alleged libel, 
with the obscene passages identified, may be deposited with the 
indictment (g). 

The punishment for the above-mentioned offences is fine and 
imprisonment with or without hard labour {h). 

1090. Everyone is guilty of a misdemeanour (t) who sends or 
attempts to send a postal packet which encloses any indecent or 
obscene print, painting, photograph, lithograph, engraving, book, 
or card, or any indecent or obscene article, or has on such packet 
or its cover any words, marks, or designs of an indecent, obscene, 
or grossly offensive character. 

The punishment for this offence on conviction on indictment is 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for twelve months (J). 

Sub-Seot. 8. — Unnatural Offence$. 

1091. It is a felony by statute (fc) to commit the abominable 
crime of buggery either with mankind or with any animal. 

The punishment for this olfence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (Z). 


(/) Law of Libel Araendraont Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 64), s. 8. 

(g) Ihid,^ 8. 7 ; see R. v. Barraclough^ [1906] 1 K. B. 201, C. 0. R. 

(4) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 29. These 
ofPeuces are triable at quarter sessions. 

(e) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 63 (1) (b). See R. v. DeMarny, 
[1907] 1 K. B. 388, C. 0. R., for a prosecution under tne corresponding section of 
the Post Office Protection Act, 1884 (47 .& 48 Viet. o. 76), s. 4, now repealea. 
Post Office regulations may be made for preventing the sending or delivery by 
post of any obscene prints {ibid.y s. 16). 

{j) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 63 (2). The offence is triable at 
quarter sessions. Upon summary conviction the punishment is a fine of £10 
{Hid,), 

Aflmng to or inscribing on any house, wall, hoarding etc. so as to be visible 
to a person passing along any street or footpath, or to or on any urinal, or 
delivering or exhibiting to passers-by, any picture or printed or written matter 
which is of an indecent or obscene natui’e is on summaiy conviction punishable 
by a fine of £2 or imprisonment for a month (Indecent Advertisements Act, 
1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 18), s, 3). As to cei*tain forms of advertisement which the 
Act aeclares to be indecent within the meaning of this section, see s. 6. A 
person who gives to any other person any such pictures or printed or 
written matter with intent that the same should be so affixed, inscribed, or 
delivered is liable to a penalty of £5 or imprisonment for three months (i5uf,, 
s. 4). 

(4) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 61. 

(^) This offence was probably first made punishable by the common law 
courts by stat. (1533-4) 25 Hen. 8, c. 6 (2 St^hen, History of the Criminal Law, 
429). S^, however, 1 JEawk. P. 0., c. 4). The punishment by 25 Hen. 8, c. 6, 
was death, and it so remained until the Offences against the Person Act, 1861 
(24 & 26 Viet. c. 100), s. 61 of which fixed the minimum punishment at ten 
years* penal servitude ; the minimum punishment was abolished by the Penal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This oilence is not triable at 
quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1). 
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Everyone is by statute (w) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
attempts to commit this crime, or is guilty of any assault with 
intent to commit it or of any indecent assault upon any male 
person. 

The punishment for such offence is penal servitude for not 
more than ten nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (n). 

1092. The offence of sodomy can only be committed in ano (o). It 
may be committed by a man upon a woman (p), even upon his own 
wife ( 5 ). It is sufficient to prove any degree of penetration, though 
without emission (r). Consent is no defence, and a person who 
consents to the commission or the attempted commission of the 
offence upon him is guilty as a principal, unless he be under the 
age of fourteen (s). A man who induces a boy under fourteen 
years of age to commit such an act upon him is guilty of this 
offence (t), but, it seems, a boy under fourteen cannot be convicted 
of sodomy (w). 

Upon an indictment for an unnatural offence, if the evidence 
does not show that the offence was completed, the accused 
may be convicted of an attempt to commit it (x). Evidence 
cannot be given of a previous admission by the prisoner that he 
had habitually committed and had a natural inclination to commit 
such practices, unless such a statement is made at or about 
the time of the commission of the offence or on the prisoner's 
arrest {y). 

When the person upon whom the offence is committed is a 
consenting party, and therefore an accomplice, the accused should 


(m) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 62. 

(n) Ihid,; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence 
is triable at quarter sessions. As to the power to inflict a fine upon a person 
convicted of this and of any other indictable misdemeanour against the Offences 
against the Person Act, 1861, see s. 71 of that Act and p. 412, ante. As to 
requiring a person convicted of any felony punishable under the Offences 
against tne Person Act, 1861, otherwise than with death to enter into recog- 
nisances and find sureties for good behaviour and to keep the peace, see s. 71 
of that Act. 

( 0 ) R, V. Jacobs (1817), Buss. & "Rj, 331, 

(p) R, V. Wiseman (1718), Fortes. Eep. 91, though some of the judges doubted ; 
see also Swinbum on Wills, 7th ed., Vol. I., 179. 

(q) R. v. Jellyman (1838), 8 0. & P. 604. 

(r) R. V. Reekspear (1832), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 342 ; Offences against the Person 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. 0 . 100), s. 63. 

(«) 3 Co. Inst. 69 ; 1 Hale, P. 0. 670 ; but upon a charge of assault with intent 
to commit sodomy consent will afford a defence, unless the person alleged to be 
assaulted is under the age of thirteen years ^Criminal Law Amendment Act, 
1880 (43 & 41 Viet. 0 . 46), s. 2), or is of suen an age or in such a physical 
condition as to be ignorant of the nature of the act intended to be done, 
as mere submission without acquiescence does not amount to consent {R, v. 
Wollaston (1872), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 180, 0. 0. E.; R. v. Lock (1872). L. E. 2 

C.0.E,10y 

(0 R, V. Allen (1848), 1 Den. 364. 

(u) See p. 239, ante, 

(x) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 9. 

{y) E, y. Cole (1810), 3 Bussell on Crimes, 251, C. C. E. 
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not bd convicted on the evidence of the accomplice alone withoni 
corroborating evidence («). 

1098. Ever^ ^rson who solicits or attempts to solicit a person 
to the commission of sodomy is guilty of a misdemeanour at 
common law (a). 

The punishment for this offence is fine, and imprisonment with or 
without hard labour (b). 

1094. Bestiality can be committed by either man or woman (c) 
and with any animal (d). As in sodomy, any degree of penetration 
is suificient without proof of emission (e). If the prosecution is 
delayed for an unreasonable time, the case should not be allowed 
to go to the jury (/). 

1095. Any male ^rson is by statute guilty of a misdemeanour (y) 
who in public or private commits, or is a party to the commission 
of, or procures or attempts to procure the commission by any male 
person of any act of gross indecency with another male person (k). 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment for two years 
with or without hard labour (i). 

Sub-Seot. 4 . — Ditorderly Eoutet, 

1096. Anyone is guilty of a misdemeanour at common law, 
punishable by fine or imprisonment with or without hard labour (j), 
who keeps a common ill-governed and disorderly house (/c). Bawdy 


(*) It. V. Jellyman, supra ; B. v. Tate, [1908] 2 K. B. 680, 0. 0. E. ; and me 
pp. 388, 408, ante. 

(а) R, V. Bans/ord [1874), 13 Oox, 0. C. 9, 0. 0. E. ; 2 Chitty, Criminal 
Law, 60. Bee aim Onmmal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. o. 69), 
a. 11, in/ra. The common law offence is triable at quarter seBsions. 

(б) This offence is triable at quarter seBsions. 

(c) 3 Co. Inst. 69; 1 Hale, P. 0. 669. 

(flO B. V. Brown (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 337, 0. 0. E. 

(e) B. v. Cozins (1834), 6 0. & P. 351. 

(/) R. V. RoUns (1844), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 114, 

{g) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 69), b. 11. Where 
attempted Bodomy or an assault with intent to commit that offence or an 
indecent assault is alleged to have been committed upon a child, the pro- 
visionB in the Children Act, 1908 (8 £dw. 7, o. 67), bs. 28 — 31, with reference 
to taking the depositiona of the child (as to which, see p. 408, ante) will 

This will include the defendant himself {B. ▼. Jones, [1896] 1 Q. B. 4, 
0. C. E.). 

(i) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Vict. o. 69). This offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions Hbid,, s. 17). 

(y) Hard Labour Act, 1822 (3 Geo. 4, o. 114) ; B. v. Higginson (1762), 2 Burr. 
2232, 

(Af) 3 Oo. Inst. 205 ; Hard Labour Act, 1822 (3 Gteo. 4, c. 114). By statute 
(Oriminal Law Amendment Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Yict o. 69), s. 13), any 
person wbo (1) keeps or manages or assists in the management of a bro^el ; 
or (2) be^g tibe tenant, lessee, or occupier of any premises knowingly 
permits them to be used as a brothel or for the purposes of habitual 
prostitution ; or (3) being the lessor or landlord of any premises, or his agent, 
lets them or any part thereof with the knowle^ that they are to be um as 
a brothel, or is wilfully a party to the continued use ^ sudi premises as 


Bbot. 8. 

Offences 

against 

Decency 

and 

Morality. 

Boliciting, 


Bestiality. 


Gross 
indecency 
with a male 
person. 


Disorderly 

booses. 



543 


Criminal Law and Procedure. 


Sect. 3. 

OSenoes 

against 

Decency 

and 

Morality. 


Brothelf. 


Procuration. 


houses or brothels {1), unlicensed places of entertainment in the 
metropolis, gaming houses and betting houses are disorderly 
houses (m). 

(i.) Broth^B, 

1097. A ** brothel ” means a place resorted to by persons of both 
sexes for the purpose of prostitution. A prostitute receiving men only 
into her own rooms cannot be convicted of keeping a brothel (n). 

It is not necessary to constitute the offence that there should be 
any indecency or disorderly conduct perceptible from the exterior, 
or that the premises should have caused a nuisance to the 
neighbours (o) ; nor is it necessary, upon a prosecution for the 
common law offence, to show that the defendant was the real owner 
or keeper of the brothel. It is sufficient that he appeared, acted, 
or behaved himself as such or as the person having the manage- 
ment of the house (p). 

The offence of permitting a house to be used as a brothel is a 
continuing one, and the permitting may therefore be charged in the 
indictment as extending over several days (q). 

1098. Everyone is by statute (a) guilty of a misdemeanour 
(1) who procures or attempts to procure any woman to leave the 
United Kingdom with intent that she may become an inmate of a 


a brothel, is liable on summary conviction to a fine of £20 or imprisonment for 
three months, and on a subseouent conviction to a fine of £40 or imprisonment 
for four months. A licensea victualler who is convicted of permitting his 
premises to be a brothel is liable to a fine of £20, forfeits his license, and 
18 disqualified for ever from holding ai^ licence for the sale of intoxicating 
liquors (Licensing Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet, c. 94), s. 16). See B. v. Holland 
(Justices) (1882), 46 J. P. 312. See also s. 14 as to harbouring prostitutes. 

(l) The offence is triable at quarter sessions, see Disorderly Houses Act, 1751 
(26 Geo. 2, o. 36), s. 6; see Jl, v. Charles (1861), Le. & Ca. 90. 

(m) See also titles Gamino and Wagerinu; Theatres. As to disorderly 
inns, see p. 665, post^ and titles Inns and Innkeepers; Intoxicating 
Liquors. 

(n) SinaleUm v. Ellison, [1895] 1 Q. B. 607. In this case the charge against 

the defendant, a prostitute, was that of “ keeping a brothel” within tne mean- 
ing of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Yict. c. 69), s. 13. If 
the charge had been under the same section that she, as tenant or occupier of 
the ' ■■ ■■' 


lermitted them to be used for the purposes of habitual prostitution , 
it is'submitted that she might have been convicted of that offence. If several 
flats in a block of buildings under one roof are used for the purpose of 
prostitution, the whole block may be a brothel (Durosey. Wilson (1907), 71J. P. 
263). 


(o) R, V. Holland 
B , V. Rice (1886), L, 


Sficcs) (1882), 46 J. P. 312, per Grove, J., at p. 312; 
1 C. C. E. 21. 

(p) Disorderly Houses Act, 1761 (25 Geo. 2, o. 36), s. 8 ; see ss. 6, 6, 7, as to 
complaint by two inhabitants of the parish with a view to compel a prosecution. 
Upon such a complaint being made and the security required by that Act being 

f iven, a warrant must be issued for the arrest of the person alleged to be 
eeping a brothel, who is then bound over to appear at next quarter sessions or 
assizes to answer any indictment which may be found against him (tWd., s* 6 ; 
see Disorderly Houses Act, 1818 (68 Goo. 3, a 70), s. 7), These provisions are 
applied by the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Yict. c. 69), s. 13, 
with the necessary modifications, to prosecutions for the offences mentioned 
in that section (see R, y. tl892] 1 Q. B. 648). 




Ess parU BurnhVf [1901] 2 £ B. 468. 

Amendment Act^ 1886 (48 ^ 49 Y}ct, q. 69), t, 2 (3) (4), 
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brothel elsewhere (&) ; or (2) procures or attempts to procure a 
woman to leave her usual place of abode in the United Kingdom 
(such place not bein^ a brothel) with intent that she may, for the 
purposes of prostitution, become an inmate of a brothel within or 
without the King’s dominions (c). 

The punishment for such offence is imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (d). 

No one can be convicted of any such offence upon the evidence of 
one witness, unless such witness is corroborated in some material 
particular by evidence implicating the accused (e). 

1099. Any person is by statute (/) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
detains a woman against her will (1) in any premises with intent 
that she may be unlawfully and carnally known by any man ; or 
(2) in any brothel. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for two years (<f). 

1100. Where a woman is upon any premises for the purpose of 
having any unlawful carnal connection or is in any brothel, a 
person is deemed to detain her there, if with intent to induce her to 
remain in such premises or in the brothel he withholds from her any 
wearing apparel or other property belonging to her, or threatens 
her with legal proceedings, if she takes away with her any wearing 
apparel lent to her (h). 

1101. Anyone is guilty of a misdemeanour at common law who 
conspires together with one person or more to procure a woman 
for the purpose of prostitution, or to seduce her or cause her to be 
seduced (i). 

It is unnecessary to allege or prove that such woman had been 
previously chaste (t)- 

(ii.) Unlicensed Places of Entertainment, 

1102. Any house, room, garden or other place kept for public 
dancing, music, or other public entertainment of the like kind in the 


(h) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Yiot. c. 69), s. 2 (3). 

?c) Ibid., 8 . 2 (4). 

{a) Ibid,, 8 . 2 . No indictment under the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 
1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69), is triable at quarter sessions (ibid,, s. 171. 

(e) Ibid., 6 . 2. As to ofEenoes against women and girls, see p. 611, post. 

If) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69), s, 8 . 

( 7 ) Ibid, 

(h) Ibid, A justice of the peace may, upon a sworn information being Liid, 
issue a search warrant for any woman or girl alleged to be unlawfully detained 
for immoral purposes (ibid., s. 10 \ The search \^arrant, being a iudicied act, 
will protect the person who laid the information from an action, if he has acted 
in good faith and has stated the facts fairly to the justice (Hope v. Evered 
(1886), 17 Q. B. D. 338 ; Lea v. Charrinffton (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 45 ; affirmed, 
ibid,, 272, C. A.). 

(i) R, V. Qrey (Lord) (1682), 9 State Tr. 127 ; R, v. Meats (1861), 2 Den. 79; 

R. V. Dedaval (1763), 3 Burr. 1434 ; R. v. Uowell (1864), 4 F. & F. 160. In 
all these cases the woman was under the age of twenty-one. In R. v. Delaval 
{supra, at p. 1438) Lord Mansfield, C. J., stated that he remembered a case in 
tbo Qomt oi wherein it appeared a num )iad fprmall^ assi^sd l|ii 
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cities ol London and Westminster, or within twenty miles thereof (ft), 
without a licence &om the county council { 1 ) is to be deemed a 
disorderly house or place, and every person keeping it without such 
licence may be indicted as the law directs in the case of disorderly 
houses (m). 

Theatres and other places licensed by the Crown or by the Lord 
Chamberlain are excepted from these provisions (n). 

It is immaterial that the entertainment is respectable and the 
company attending it is well behaved and that no actual nuisance is 
occasioned (o). 

To render the occupier of the house liable the entertainment must 
be of a public nature, open to any person who chooses to go there, 
whether upon payment or gratuitously (p). The incidental or 
isolated use for music or dancing of a room which is not licensed is 
not a keeping of the room or house for that purpose within the 
meaning of the Disorderly Houses Act, 1751 (a). If dancing or 
music is an essential or integral part of the entertainment and 
forms an independent attraction, the house falls within the Act, but 
it is otherwise, if dancing or music is merely subsidiary to a general 
performance not within the Act (6). 

1103 . Every house, room, or other place which is used for public 
entertainment or amusement, or for publicly debating on any 
subject whatever, upon any part of Sunday, and to which persons 


wife over to another man and that Lord Hardwicke directed a prosecution for 
that transaction as being notoriously and grossly against public decency and 
good manners. See now Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet, 
c. 69). 

{k) This, however, does not include any place within the administrative 
county of Middlesex, which county has a special Act, the Music and Dancing 
Licences (Middlesex) Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 15). By s. 2 (5) of this Act 
any place used for public dancing, singing, music or other public entertainment 
of the like kind and unlicensed by the county council is to be deemed a 
disorderly house, and the occupier is liable to a fine of £5 for every day during 
which it is so used. S. 2 (i2) repeals the Disorderly Houses Act, 1751 
(25 Geo. 2, o. 36), ss. 2, 3, so far as relates to the administrative county of 
Middlesex. 

(l) Looed Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 3 (5). 

(m) Disorderly Houses Act, 1751 (25 Geo. 2, c. 36), s. 2. Such person also 
forfeits £100 to anyone who may sue for it {ihidX A penalty of £100 can 
only be recovered once, although the house may be kept open for severel days, 
but the offender, although he pays the penalty, is still liable to be indicted for 
keeping a disorderly house (Garrett v. Messenger (1867), L. E. 2 €. P. 583, 585) ; 
and the recovery of a judgment for the penalty by a nominal plaintiff in collusion 
with the defendant is no bar to a subsequent action (stat. (1489) 4 Hen. 7, c. 20 ; 
Girdlestone v. Brighton Aquarium Co, (1878), 3 Ex. D, 137 ; (1879) 4 Ex. D. 
107, 0. A.). 

(n) Ibid, B. 4. 

(o) Green v. Botheroyd (1828), 3 0. & P. 471. 

(j>) Clark V. Searte (1793), 1 Esp. 25; Beilis v. Burghall (1799), 2 Esp. 722; 
Archer v. Willingrice (1802), 4 Esp. 186 ; Marks v. Benjamin (1839), 5 M. & W. 
565, 569. 

(a) 25 Geo. 2, c. 36 ; Shutt v. Lewis (1804), 6 Esp. 128 ; Marks y. Benjamin^ 
supray at pp. 567, 569; Syers v. Conquest (1873), 28 L. T., 402. 

(h) Gregory v. Tavemor (1833), 6 <5. & P. 280 ; Quaglieni v. Matthews (1865), 
6 B. & 8. 4H 483; B. v. Tucker (1877), 2 a B. D. 417, 421, 0. 0. E.; aa4 
•ee HaU y. Orem (1853), 9 Exch. 247. 
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are admitted by the payment of money, or by tickets sold for money, Sbot. 8. 
is to be deemed a disorderly house, and its keeper may be indicted Offences 
as the law directs in the case of a disorderly bouse (c). against 

Decency 

Sub-Sect. 6 . — Qaming Houm, aad 


Morality, 

1104. Everyone who keeps a common gaming house is guilty of — 
a misdemeanour as a nuisance at common law (d). Offences, how- 
ever, with regard to the keeping of such houses are more usually 
dealt with under the statutes passed for their suppression. 

A common gaming house is a house or place kept or used for 
playing therein at any game of chance, or at any mixed game of 
chance and skill in which (1) a bank is kept by one or more of the 
players exclusively of the others ; or (2) in which any game is played 
the chances of which are not alike favourable to all the players, 
including among the players the banker or other person by whom 
the game is managed or against whom the other players stake, 
play, or bet (e). 

Any person who appears or acts as the master or as the person 
having the care, government, or management of any gaming house, 
is deemed to bd the keeper thereof, and is liable to prosecution as 
such, although he is not in fact the real owner or keeper {j ). 

(c) Sunday Obsorvauce Act, 1780 (21 Goo. 3, c. 49), s. 1. Tbe keeper also 
forfeits £200 for every day that the place is used as above mentioned to anyone 
who may sue for it {ibia,\ As to the effect of a judgment in a collusive 
action under this statute, see Qirdlesione v. Brighton Aquarium Co, (1878), 3 
Ex. T>, 137, 4 Ex. I). 107, 0. A. By the Eemission of Penalties Act, 1875 
(38 & 39 Viet. c. 80), the Crown is empowered to mitigate in whole or in part 
any penalty, fine, or forfeiture imposed or recovered under the Sunday 
Observance Act, 1780, whether on indictment, summary conviction, or by 
action. The Sunday Observance Act, 1780, does not apply to a place duly 
registered for public worship in which no music but sacred music is performed, 
and where instructive discourses are delivered, even though payment is required 
for admission to reserved seats (Baxter v, Langley (1868), 38 L. J. (m. c.) 1). 

The Brighton Aquarium was held to be a place of entertainment and amuse- 
ment within the meaning of this statute (Terry v. Brighton Aquarium Co, 

(1876), L. E. 10 Q. B. 306), even after music was discontinued and the 
reading-room closed on Sundays (Warner v. Brighton Aquarium Co, (1875), 

L. E. 10 Exch. 291). As to who is a ** keeper ** of the house within the meaning 
of the Act, see Reid v, WiUon, [1895] 1 Q. B. 316, 0. A. ; Martin v. Benjamin, 

[1907] 1 K. B. 64. 

(d) 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 32, s. 6. See title Gaming and Wagering. 

(e) Jenki V. Turpin (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 505, per A. L. Smith, J., at p. 530, 

Another definition given by Hawkins, J., in the same case at p. 616 is a house 
in which a large number of persons are invited habitually to congregate for the 
purpose of gaming; see also Gaming Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 109), s. 2. 

(/) Disomerly Houses Act, 1761 (25 Geo. 2, c. 36), s. 8. The statutory 
provisions are much more extensive than the common law remedy (Gaming 
Houses Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 38), s. 4 ; see also Gaming Act, 1846 (8 & 

9 Viet. c. 109), 8. Any person being the owner or occupier or having the use 
of any house, room, or place who opens, keeps, or uses it for the purpose of 
unlawful gaming, or wilfully permits it so to De opened or used by any other 
person, and any person having the care or management of or in any manner 
assisting in conducting the business of such a house, and any person ^vaucing 
money for the puipose of ^saaing with persons frequenting the same, may on 
summary conviction be mied £600 and be committed to prison for twelve 
mont^. The defendant may elect to be tried on indictment (summary J urisdio- 
tion Act, 1879 (42 & 48 Viet. c. 49), s. 17), and ke must be imormedof his right 
to be BO tried ; see E. v. Beeshy (1909), 25 T. L. E. 337. 
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OBiMmAL Law and Procedurb. 

It is not necessary to prove that any person found playing was 
then playing for any money. The fact that cards or other 
instruments of gaming are on the suspected premises is primd 
fade evidence that the house was being used as a common gaming 
house, and that the persons found in the room or place where the 
instruments of gaming were found were playing there {g). 

Gaming is not in itself unlawful at common law (/i), but the fact 
that it is habitually carried on in a house kept for the purpose of 
gaming is strong evidence that the house is a common gaming 
house (t). 

Unlawful gaming is either playing at any unlawful game or 
playing at any game in a common gaming house {j). 

Unlawful games are ace of hearts, pharaoh (or faro), basset and 
hazard (/c), passage, and every other game played with dice (except 
backgammon) (Z), roulette (?/t), baccarat, and every game of cards 
which is not a game of mere skill, and probably every other game 
of mere chance (n). 

All gaming, even at lawful games, if carried on at a common 
gaming house, is unlawful, and the keeper of the house is 
indictable (o). 

1105. The occupier of the house and, in the case of a club, the 
members of the committee, if any, are liable to the penalties 
imposed by the Gaming Houses Act, 1864 (p), as having the care or 
management or assisting in conducting the business of the house. 
Ordinary players are not so liable, even if they take turns at keeping 
a bank (q ) ; but a player who has bought the bank for the evening 
is a person assisting in the management (?•). 

A club which is kept for purposes of gaming, but at which only 
members are allowed to play, is none the less a common gaming 
house («), but the occupier of a house in which gaming between 
friends is occasionally carried on cannot be said to use the house 
for gaming, and is not therefore indictable (a). 


(^) Gaming Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 109), ss. 5, 8. As to the power of the 
police to search suspected places in the metropolis, see ss. 6, 7. The instru- 
ments of gaming maybe ordered to be destroyed {ihid.y s. 8). 

(7i) Whether it becomes so if the stakes are excessive appears to be somewhat 
doubtful; see B. v. liogier (1823), 2 Dow. & By. (k. b.) 431, 434, 436, and the 
observations of Hawkins and Smith, JJ., on that case in JenJes v. Turpin 
(1884), 13 Q. B. D. 505, at pp. 525, 532. 

(♦) Jenhe v. Turpin^ supra^ at p. 625. 

(;) Jenics v. Turpin^ supra, 

(k) Gaming Act, 1738 (12 Geo. 2, c. 28). 

(7) Gaming Act, 1739 (13 Geo. 2, c. 19). 

(m) Gaming Act, 1744 (18 Geo. 2, c. 34), 

(n) Jenks v. Turpin^ supra, at p. 524. The question whether a particular game 
is lawful or unlawful, or whether a house is used for unlawful gaming, is for 
the fudge, not for the jury {B. v, Davies, [1897] 2 Q. B. 199, 0. 0. E.). 

(o) Jenke v. Turpin, supra, atp. 531. 

(p) 17 & 18 Viet. c. 38, s. 4; and see title Clubs, Vol. IV., p. 435. 

. Iq) Jenks V. Turpin, supra. The players may be indicted for unlawful 
gaming ; see stat. 33 Hen. 8, c. 9, s. 14, and Jenks v. Turpin, supra, at p. 626. 

(r) Derby v. BloemfieJd (1904), 68 J. P. 391. 

(i) Jenks v, Turpin, supra, 

(a) R. V. Danes, [1897] 2 Q. B. 199, C. C. R ; eee also Lockwood v, Cooper 
(1903), 72 L. J. (z. B.) 690. 
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To eonstitute the offence of keeping a common gaming house it 
is not necessary that the place should be principally used for the 
purpose of gaming. It is sufficient that gaming is shown to be 
habitually carried on there (b). 

Sub-Skot. 6. — LotUfrUt. 

1106. A lottery is a distribution of prizes by lot or chance (c). 
To constitute a lottery the matter must depend entirely upon chance. 
If there is an element of skill, then the scheme is not a lottery, 
although the result may depend largely on chance (d). 

All lotteries are declared by statute to be common and public 
nuisances («), and the persons engaged in keeping theiu are guilty 
of misdemeanour, and are punishable on indictment with fine and 
imprisonment without hard labour (/). 


(&) In Fielding v. Turner^ [1903] 1 K. B. 867, a confectioner had in hii 
shop an automatic machine ; a person who put a penny into a slot in the 
machine might, on pulling a knoD, by chance obtain either a ticket entitling 
him to sweets or notning at all ; it was held that the shop-keeper used his shop 
for the purpose of unlawful gaming within s. 4 of the Gaming Houses Act, 
1854 (17 & 18 Viet. o. 38); see also ThompBon v. Mason (1904), 68 J. P. 270; 
and Jenks v. Turpin (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 605. 

(c) Taylor v. Smetten (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 207, 210. 

(d) Hall V. Oox^ [1 899] 1 Q. B. 198, 0. A. ; see also Caminada v. HuHon (1891), 
60 B. J. (M. 0.) 116 ; Stmdart v. Sugar ^ [1895] 2 Q. B. 474. The following have 
been held to be lotteries : — Sales of goods with tickets for prizes of varying 
values (i?. V. Harris (1866), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 352 ; Taylor v. Smetten^ supra) ; free 
distribution by newspaper proprietors of medals bearing prize-winning numbers 
{Willis V. Young and Stemhiridgs^ [1907] 1 K. B. 448) ; spot ” competition in a 
newspaper {Hall v. McWilliam (1901), 20 Cox, 0. 0. 33) ; “missing word ** 
competition {Barclay v. Pearson^ [1893] 2 Ch. 154) ; distrioution of prizes at an 
entertainment to occupiers of partiemar seats {Morris v. Blackman (1864), 2 
H. & C. 912) ; a sweepstakes, whether the organiser derives profit from it or not 
{AllpoH V. Nutt (1845), 1 0. B. 974, 984 ; Qatiy v. Field (1846), 9 Q. B. 431 ; 
M earing v. U tilings (1845), 14 M. & W. Ill ; B. Y, Crawshaw (1860), 8 Cox, 
C. C. 376 ; Hardwick v. Lane, [1904] 1 K, B. 204 ; and see B, v. Hdhhs, [1898] 2 
Q. B. 647, 0. 0. R.). The following have been held not to be lotteries: — Issue 
of prize coimons for the selection of winners of horse races [Caminada v. HuUon 
(1891), 60 L. J. (M. 0.) 116; Stoddart v. Saaar, [1896] 2 Q. B. 474); offer of 
prize for correct prediction of numbers of births and deaths in London in a given 
week {Hall v. Cox, [1899] 1 Q. B. 198, 0. A.). See also p. 560, post, 

it) Stat. (1698) 10 Will. 3, c. 23, e. 1. 

(/) R, V. Crawshaw (I860), 8 Cox, C. 0. 375. By the Act of William IH., supra, 
the keeper of a lottery and the players are also liable to penalties of £500 and 
£20 respectively, to be recovered by action ; see also as to such penalties. Lotteries 
Act, 1721 (8 Geo. 1, o. 2), ss. 36, 37 ; Gaming Act, 1738 (12 Geo. 2, a 28), s. 3. 
It is also provided by statute that every person who publicly or privately keeps 
any office or place for carrying on any lottery not authorised by Parliament is 
to oe deemed a rogue and va^bond, and is punishable as such. It is in this 
way that persons who hold lotteries are now usually dealt with (Gaming Act, 
1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 119), ss. 1, 2). The only lotteries now authorised by 
Parliament are those which may be carried on for the encouragement of the fine 
arts by art unions which may have been incorporated by royal charter or con- 
stitute under a deed and rules approved by the Privy Council (Art Unions 
Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 48) ). As for other statutory provisions as to lotteries, 
see Lotteries Act, 1710 (9 Ann. c. 6), s. 57 ; Lotteries Act, 1721 (8 Geo. 1, o. 2), 
ss. 36, 37; Lotteries Act, 1722 (9 Geo. 1, c. 19), s. 4; Lotteries Act, 1732 (6 
Geo. 2, c. 35), s. 29 ; Gaming Act, 1738 (12 Geo. 2, c. 28), ss. 3, 4 ; Gaming Act, 
1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 119), ss. 1 — 7 ; Lotteries Act, 1806 (46 Geo. 3, o. 148), s. 59; 
Lotteries Act, 1823 (4 (m. 4, c. ss. 19, S?*— 39, 41, 59, 60—62, 67 ; Lotteries 


Sect. 8. 
Offences 
against 
Decency 
and 

Morality. 

Lotteries. 



548 


Ceiminal Law and Fbooedubb. 


bbot.9. 

Offences 

against 

Decency 

and 

Morality. 


BetUog. 


Betting 
faoueee etc. 


A person cannot be convicted of keeping a place for llie purpose 
of a lottery (g) in which on an isolated occasion tickets are drawn 
for a lottery (h). 

A person who incites another to the keeping of a lottery, and 
knowingly supplies instruments or goods for that purpose, is 
punishable as an aider and abettor (i). 

Sub-Sect. 7. — Belting Houta, 

1107 . Betting is not in itself illegal ( j), nor does it appear that a 
bouse established for carrying on a betting business is indictable at 
common law, unless it is so conducted as to be in fact a nuisance to 
the public. It is, however, provided by statute (/«) that no house, 
ofl&ce, room, or other place may be opened, kept, or used (1) for 
the purpose of the owner, occupier, or keeper thereof, or any 
person using the same or employed by or acting for or on behalf of 
such owner, etc., or of any person having the care or management 
or in any manner conducting the business, betting with persons 
resorting thereto ; or (2) for the purpose of any money or valuable 
thing being received by such owner or other person as the considera- 
tion for any promise, express or implied, to pay money on the event 
of any horse race, or other race, fight, game, sport, or exercise, or to 
secure such payment by any other person. 

Every house, office, room. Or other place so kept or used is 
declared to be a common nuisance and (f) a common gaming house 
within the meaning of the Gaming Act, 1845 (m). 


Act, 1830 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 66), s. 1 ; Lotteries Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 74), 
es. 3, 4. Penalties reoov.erable by summary proceedings are imposed on those 
who advertise or publish any proposal for a lottery, or who sdl tickets in a 
lottery, whether English or foreign (Gaming Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 119), s. 5 ; 
Lotteries Act, 1823 (4 Geo. 4, c. 60), s. 41 ; and see Lotteiies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 
■Will. 4, 0. 66), B. 1). There are similar provisions in the earlier Acts, as to 
which see King v. Smith (1791), 4 Term Kep. 414. A building society 
established after 25th August, 1894, is forbidden to cause or permit applicants 
for advances to ballot for precedence or in any way make the grantmg of an 
advance depend on a^ chance or lot (Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet, 
0. 47), fl. 12^ The offence of keeping a lottery is triable at quarter sessions. 

(g) under the Gaming Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 119), s. 2. 

(A) Martin v. Btnjamin^ [1907] 1 K. B, 64 ; but tlie court suggested that the 
defendant might possibly have been convicted for selling lottery tickets under 
the Lotteries Act, 1823 (4 Geo. 4, c. 60), s. 41, or for keeping a lottery under 
10 Will. 3, 0. 23, s. 2. 

(t) Barratt v. Burden (1893), 63 L. J. (m. o.) 33. 

(/) See Saxhy v. Fulton, [1909] 2 K B. 208, 224, 227. 
ih) Betting Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 119), s. 1. 

\l) Ibid,, B. 2. 

(m) 8 & 9 Viet. c. 109. Any person who, being the owner or occupier of any 
Buch house or place or a person using the same, opens or uses it for the above- 
mentioned purposes, and an owner or occupier who knowingly permits such 
use, and any person who has the care or management of or assists in conducting 
such a business therein, is liable to a fine of £100 or to six months’ 

n risonment with or without hard labour on summary conviction (Betting 
, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. 0 . 119), s. 3). As to the right oi a person prosecuted 
summarily to be tried by a jury, see Summary Juri^ction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 
Viet. 0. 49), s. 17. If any such person receives any money or valuable thing as 
a deposit on any bet upon a horse or any other race, or any fight, game, sport, 
or exercise, or as the consideration for a promise to pay money on such an 
event, he is liable on summary conviction to a penal^ of £50, or to three 
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Every person engaged in keeping such a house is guilty of a 
misdemeanour and punishable by fine and imprisonment with or 
without hard labour, as well as by the alternative penalties provided 
by statute (n). 

1108. In order that a place** may come within the above- 
mentioned provisions, it must be an ascertained place, where a man 
engaged in betting may, according to ordinary usage, be found by 
persons wishing to bet with him (o), and although it is not necessary 
that it should be covered in, nor that it should be actually defined 
by metes and bounds, there must be something definite and, for 
the time being, fixed, marking its situation, though not necessarily 
showing the character of the business carried on there (p). 

montlifl* imprisonment with or without hard labour {ibid., s. 4), and the deposit 
may be recovered back by the person paying it (s. b). The Act does not extend 
to a person who receives money or a valuable thing by way of stakes or deposit 
to be paid to the winner of any race or lawful sport, g^e or exercise, or to the 
owner of any horse engaged in a race s. 6). 

(n) R, V. Crawihaw (1860), 8 Cox, 0. 0. 376; Hard Labour Act, 1822 
(3 Oeo. 4, c. 114). The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(o) Poxuell V. Kempton Park Race Course Cb., [1899] A. 0. 143, 196. 

(p) The words “or other place** in the Betting Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. 
€. 119], s. 1, have given rise to a lar^ number of cases, of which an abstract is 
given in this note. The following have been held to be “places** within the 
meaning of the section when used by persons habitually resorting there for the 
purpose of betting : — ^A stool at a racecourse covered with an unusually large 
and marked umbrella (Bows v. Fenwick (1874), L. E. 9 0. P. 339 ; Brown v. 
Patchy [1899] 1 Q. B. 892) ; a strip of wound separated from a racecourse by 
railings and containing temporary wooden roofless structures with desks {Shaw 
V. Morley^ (1868), L. E. 3 Exch. 137) ; a small wooden box used to stand upon in 
a railed inclosure on a grand stand at a racecourse {Qallaway v. Maries (1881), 

8 Q. B, D. 275, the movable box affordii^ the only distinction between that 
case and Powell v. Kempton Park Race Course Co., supra) ; tiie bar-room of 
a publichouse, if used by a bookmaker for betting, and if he does so with the 
knowledge and consent of the publican (E. v. Preedy (1888) 17 Cox, C. C. 433; 
Hornsby Raggett ^ [1892] 1 Q. B. 20; Belton v. Busby ^ [1899] 2 Q. B. 380; 
2'romans v. Hockinsoiif [1903] 1 K. B. 30 ; 7?. v. Deaville, [1903] 1 K. B. 468, 
0. C. R ; E. V. Simpson, [1903] 1 K B. 473, 0. 0. E.l ; apiece of groimd bounded 
by a hoarding and its stays, to which the defenaant habitually went to bet 
{Liddell v. L^thouse, [1896] 1 Q. B. 295) ; a piece of vacant ground known as 
the “ Pit Heap,** to which the public had access {Mclnaney v. Hildreth, [1897] 

1 Q. B. COO, a case of perhaps doubtful authority, being very similar to Hawke v. 
Dunn, [1897] 1 Q. B. B79, overruled (see infra); this and similar doubtful 
cases will, however, now be met by the Street Getting Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, 

5 . 43), s. 1 (see p. 651, postV) ; an archway forming a private thoroughfare {R, 
f. Humphrey, [1898] 1 Q. B. 876, 0. C. E.) ; a garden at the back of a house 
[R» V. Russell (1906), 69 J. P. 247, C. 0. R); see also Clark v. Dyltes (1906), 8 

(Ot. of Justiciary) 43, and^/anno^an v. Ht7/(1904), 7 F. (Ct. of Justiciary) 26. 

The following have been held not to be ** places ** within the meaning 
of the section: — ^A dump of trees in Hyde Park under which the defendant 
etood doily for betting (Doggeti v. Catterns (1866), 19 0. B. (h*. s.) 765, Ex. Oh. ; 
see now the Street Betting Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, o. 43), s. 1) ; a reserved portion 
of a field where dog races were being held, defendant having no sUnd or 
distingoishing mark (Snow v. Hill (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 688) ; a bar-room of a 
publidiouso to which the defendant went on onW thi'ee successive days for 
Dettmg purposes (Whitehurst v. Fincher (1890), 62 i. T. 433 ; see the observa- 
tions of Mathew, J., on this case in Hornsby v. Raggett, supra) ; a rfdled 
inclosure at a racecourse to which the defendant emd many other bookmakers 
and others resorted to bet, but used no stand or distmguishing umbrella 
(Posoell V. Kerrwton Park Race Course Co,, supra, at p. 197, expressly over- 
ruling Eastwood T. Miller (1874), L. £. 9 U. B. 440; Haigh v. Sh^ffiM 
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A bond fide club, even though it may be intended that betting 
should be carried on in the club house between the members, but 
not with non-members, is not a house used for betting within the 
meaning of the above-mentioned provisions {q). But it is other- 
wise if the club consists partly of bookmakers and partly of 
members who go there to bet with such bookmakers and not with 
each other indiscriminately (r). 

The office of a newspaper in which coupons are published entitling 
the purchasers of the newspaper to a prize for guessing the winners 
of a future horse race or game is a betting house within the meaning 
of the above-mentioned provisions, inasmuch as the newspaper 
proprietor undertakes to pay money on the event of such horse race 
or game («). 

1109. To constitute a betting house it is not necessary that the 
money or bet should be received at such house, nor even within the 
United Kingdom ; it is sufficient that the house is used for carrying 
on an essential part of the operations resulting in the payment 
of the money either there or elsewhere it). 

mo. Keeping a house for the purpose of betting with persons 
resorting thereto and keeping a house for the purpose of receiving 
deposits on bets are two distinct offences (a). To support a charge 
of the first kind it is necessary to show that persons resorted to 
the house in person to bet. Evidence that betting was done by 
letters received there is insufficient ; but it is not necessary to show 
that the persons resorting to the house paid or received bets 
there (6). Nor is a house or place a betting house, if it is only used 
for paying bets which have been made elsewhere (c). 

But if the charge is that the house was kept for the purpose of 
receiving deposits on bets as the consideration of a promise to pay 
on a future event, or in other words for ready-money betting, 
evidence that such deposits were paid by letter is sufficient without 
proof of personal resort (cf). 

A house used for organising a sweepstakes is not a betting house 
within the meaning of the above-mentioned provisions («). 


Town Council (1874), L. R. 10 Q. B. 102, (in which, it may be observed, the 
bookmakers stood on chairs or stools) ; and HawTce v. DunUy [1897] 1 Q. B. 
619) ; see also Wright v. Smith (1903), 6 P. (Ct. of Justiciary) 18. 

(q) Downed v. Johnson^ [1895] 2 Q. B. 203. 

(r) 72. v. Corrie (1904), 68 J. r, 294, 0. 0. R. 

(«) 72. V. Stoddarty [1901] 1 K, B. 177; Mackenzie v. Havokty [1902] 2 K. B. 
216; Lennox v. Stoddart^ [1902] 2 K. B. 21, 0. A.; Hawke v. Uulton (1905), 
22 T. L. R. 169. 

(2) Stoddarty. Hawke, [1902] 1 K. B. 353; Lennox v. Stoddart, aupra; and 
see 72. v. Stoddart (1909), 25 T. L. R. 612, 0. 0. A. 

(a) Bond y. Plumb, [1894] 1 Q. B. 169. 

(5) Ibid.: Davie v. Stepheneon (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 629 ; 72, v. Brown, [1895] 1 
Q. B. 119, 0. 0. R. ; 72. v. Wortm, [1895] 1 a B. 227, 0. 0. R. 

(c) Bradford v. Daweon, [1897] 1 Q. B. 307 ; see now the Street Betting Act, 
1906 (6 Edw. 7, o. 43). 

(d) 72. T. Stoddart, [1901] 1 K. B. 177 ; see also the other authorities mentioned 
in notes (a) and (2), eupra, 

(e) B. V. Hobbs, [1898] 2 Q. B. 647, 0. 0. R. ; but the sweepstakes is a 
lott^ (see p. 647, note (d), ante). 
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Sitb-Seot. 8 . — Bitting in StneU, 

1111. Everyone is by statute (/) guilty of an indictable mis- 
demeanour who frequents or loiters in streets or public places on 
behalf either of himself or of any other person for the purpose of 
bookmeiking or betting or wagering, or agreeing to bet or wager, 
paying or receiving or settling bets, if such person has been twice 
previously summarily convicted (g). 

The punishment for this offence on conviction on indictment is 
a fine of £50, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for six 
months without the option of a fine (k). 


Sbot.s. 

Ofiences 

against 

Decency 

and 

Morality. 

Street 

betting* 


It is an ofPence punishable on summary conviction by a fine of £30, or imprison* 
ment with or without hard labour, for two months to exhibit or publish any 
placard, handbill, card, writing, sign, or advertisement whereby it is made to 
appear that any house or place is kept or used for the pui-pose of making bets 
or wagers, or for exhibiting betting lists, or with intent to induce any person to 
resort there for the purpose of makmg bets or wagers, or to invite on behalf of the 
owner or occupier other persons to resort there to make bets (Betting Act, 1863 
(16 & 17 Viet. 0 . 119), s. 7 ; see Hawke v. Mackenzie (Nos. 1 and 2), [1902] 2 K. B. 
226 ; AeUey and Smithy Ltd» v. Hawke (1903), 67 J. r. 361) ; it is also an offence 
punishable in the same way for any person to send, exhibit, or publish anj 
letter, circular, telegram, placard, handbill, card or advertisement whereby it is 
made to appear that any person, either within or without the kingdom, will give 
information or advice for the purpose of or with respect to any bet or wager or 
any such event or contingency as is mentioned in the Betting Act, 1863 (16 & 17 
Viet. 0 . 119), or will make on behalf of any other person any such bet or wager 
as is mentioned in that Act ; it is also an offence punishable in the same way 
to send etc. such letter etc. with intent to induce any person to apply to any 
house etc. with the view of obtaining information or advice for tne purpose 
of any such bet etc., or to send such letter etc. inviting any person k) make 
or take any share in or in connection with such bet etc. (Betting Act, 1874 
(37 & 38 Viet. c. 15), s. 3 ; see Hawke v. Mackenzie^ supra. This Act only applies 
to advertisements to give information or advice as to bets to be made m a 
bettmg house {Cox v. Andrews (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 126) ). A justice of the 
peace, upon complaint on oath being made before him, may issue a search 
warrant authorising a constable to search any premises suspected of being used 
as a betting house, and all persons found therein and all lists or other documents 
relating to racing or betting may be brought before the justice (Betting Act, 
1853(16 & 17 Viet. c. 119), s. 11). In the metropolis the Commissioner of Police 
may authorise such a search {ibid., s. 12). The persons arrested may be bound 
over under stat. (1641) 33 Hen. 8, c. 9, not to haunt such places in future 
{Murphy V. Arrow, [1897] 2 Q. B. 627). 

(/) Street Betting Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 43), s. 1. The offence is triable at 
quarter sessions. 

{g) The defendant is liable on a first conviction to a fine not exceeding £10 
and on a second conviction to a fine not exceeding £20 {ihid.^ 

{h) On summary conviction for the third offence the punishment is a fine of 
£30, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for three months {ibid.). For 
the purposes of this section “street** includes any highway and any public 
bridge, road, lane, footway, square, court, alley or p^age, whether a 
thoroughfare or not, and “ public place *^ includes any public park, ^I’den, or 
sea beach, and any uninclosed ground to which the public for the time being 
have unrestricted access, and every inclosed place (not being a public park or 
garden) to which the public have a restricted right of access, whe&er on 
payment or otherwise, if at every public entrance there is conspicuously 
exhibited by the owner or person having control of the place a notice prohibiting 
betting therein {ibid,, e. 1 (4) ). Nothing contained in the Act applies to any 
ground used for the purpose of a racecourse or ground adjacent thereto on the 
days on which races take place (s. As to the meaning of loitering, see 
Dunning y. Swetman (1909), 26 T. L. a. 302, 
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Stjb-Seot. 9 . — Inviting Mincf$ io Bet etc. 

1112* Everyone is by statute (i) guilty of a misdemeanour who, 
for the purpose of earning commission, interest, or reward, or other 
profit, sends to a person wfiom be knows to be an infant any 
circular, advertisement, letter, or other document which invites, or 
may reasonably be implied to invite, the person receiving it to 
make any bet or wager, or to take any share or interest in a betting 
or wagering transaction, or to apply to any person or at any place 
for information or advice for the purpose of any bet or wager, or 
for information as to any race, fi^t, game, sport or other contin- 
gency upon which betting is generally carried on, or which invites 
him to borrow money or to apply to any person or at any place for 
information or advice as to borrowing money. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment for three 
months with or without hard labour or a fine of £100 or both(k). 

If any such document is sent to any infant at any college, school, 
or other place of education the person sending or causing the 
document to be sent is to be deemed to have known that the 
person to whom it was sent was an infant, unless the sender proves 
that he had reasonable ground for believing the person to whom 
the document was sent to be of full age (1). 

The same penalties are imposed upon a person who without the 
authority of a court solicits an infant to make an affidavit or 
statutory declaration for the purpose of or in connection with any 
loan (m). 

Sub-Seot. 10. — Offences relating to Burial or Cremation, 

1113. The person upon whom the duty of disposing of a dead 
body falls (a) is guilty of a common law misdemeanour, which is 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, if, having the means, he fails 
to discharge such duty (6). 

1114. It is a misdemeanour at common law either to prevent a 
body from being buried (c), or to disinter it without lawful 
authority (d), whether for dissection or otherwise (e), or for an 


ft) Betting and Loans (Infants) Act, 1892 (55 Yici c. 4), ss. 1, 2. 

\h) 1 bid. Upon summary conviction the punishment is imprisonment with 
or without hard labour for one month or to a ^e of £20 or botn. 

U) Ibid,, B, 3. 

(m) Ibid,, 8. 4 (these ofienoes are triable at quarter sessions) ; see also title 
Money and Money Lenders. 

(a) See title Burial and Cremation, Vol. m., p. 405. 

(5) R, V. Vann (1851), 2 Den. 325 ; R. v. Stewart (1840), 12 Ad. & El. 773, 
778. See also Jenkins v. Tucker (1788), 1 Hy. BL 90 ; Ambrose v. Kerrison 
(1851), 20 L.' J. (0. P.) 135. 

(c) It is a common law misdemeanour to detain a de^ body, as, e,g,, upon a 
sup^sed for lees or a debt, and to refuse to deliver it to the executor or 
to bury it against his directions {R, v. Scott (1842), 2 Q. B. 248, n.). Sea 
Williams v. WOliams (1882), 20 Oh, D. 659. 

(d) R, V. Oilles (1818), Buss. & Ey. 366, n. ; E. v. Lynn (1788), 2 Term Eep. 
733 ; B, V. Fdsi (1858), Dears. & B. 590, 598. As to the right of the personal 
representatives of the deceased to permit an anatomical examination of the 
body, see Anatomy Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, o. 75), ss. 7, 14 ; see also title 
MBDlODOnB AND PhABMAOY. 

(e) M, V. Oundich (1822), 1 Dow. & By, (m. c.) 356. 
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undertaker to whom a body is intrusted for burial to sell it for 
dissection (/). 

Where disinterment has taken place without authority, it is no 
defence that it was done from a pious and laudable motive (g), or 
that the human remains were not disturbed or removed in an 
indecent and improper manner ( h ). 


Bwffi.S. 
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1115. It is a misdemeanour to expose a dead body near the Exposing 
public highway where it may be seen by passers-by and in such a **®**y’ 
way as to shock public decency (t). 

The punishment for the three last-mentioned misdemeanours is 
fine and imprisonment without hard labour (k). 


1116. It is not in itself an offence against the law to burn a dead Burning dead 
body provided that this is done decently and in such a way as not 
to cause a nuisance to persons passing along public roads or other 
places where they have a right to go (Z). 

Everyone is by statute (m) guilty of a misdemeanour who Cremation 
wilfully makes a false declaration or representation or signs or 
utters any false certificate with a view to procuring the burning of 
any human remains. 

The punishment for this offence, in addition to any penalty 
which the offender may otherwise incur, is imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for two years (a). 

Everyone is by statute (h) guilty of a misdemeanour who, with 
intent to conceal the commission or impede the prosecution of any 
offence, procures or attempts to procure the cremation of any body 
or makes any declaration or certificate under the Cremation Act, 

1902(c). 

The punishment for this offence on conviction on indictment is 
penal servitude for not more than five or for not less than three 
years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for not more 
than two years ( d ). 

Sub-Sect. 11. — Drunkenness . 


1117 . Drunkenness in some circumstances is punishable by fine Puntahment 
on summary conviction (e). There are, however, certain statutory 


(/) Jl. V. Sharpe (1867), Dears. & B. 160. 
ig) B. V. Jacobson (1880), 14 C!ox, 0. 0. 522. 

(4) As to authorising disinterment, see title Buaux amd Cbeuation. 
Vol. m., p. 563. 

«) B. V. Clark (1838), 15 Cox, 0. 0. 171. 

(k) These offences are triable at quarter sessions. 

(l) B. V. Price (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 247, 256. Or unless it is done in such a 
way as to infrin« the provisions of the Cremation Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, o. 8), 
for which see title Bukial and Ceemation, Vol. III., p. 676. 

I m) Cremation Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 8 (2). 
o) Ibid. 

h) Ibid., 8 . 8 (3). 
e) Ibid., 8 . 8 (3). 

d) Ibid. These offences under the Cremation Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, o. 8), 
are, it seems, triable at quarter sessions. 

licensing Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vici c. 90, s. 12 ; licensing Act, 1902 
12 ^w. 7, 0 . 28), s. 1 ; see title Intoxioatino uquobs. 
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provisions which enable a criminal habitual drunkard to be dealt 
with on indictment (/*). 

The indictment, after charging the offence, must state that the 
accused is a habitual drunkard. He is in the first instance arraigned 
for the offence ; and if he pleads or is found guilty of the offence, the 
jury are to be charged to inquire whether be is a habitual drunkard. 
Unless evidence that the defendant is a habitual drunkard has 
been given before he is committed for trial, not less than seven 
days* notice must be given to the proper officer of the court by 
which he is to be tried that it is intended to charge habitual 
drunkenness in the indictment (jf). 

1118 . A person who commits any of the offences mentioned in 
the First Schedule to the Inebriates Act, 1898 (h), and who within 
the twelve months previous to such commission has been convicted 
summarily at least three times of any offences so mentioned, and 
who is a habitual drunkard, is liable on conviction on indictanent 
(or, if he consents to be so dealt with, on summary conviction) to 
be detained in any certified inebriate reformatory for three years, 
but he cannot be sentenced to imprisonment in addition to deten- 
tion (t). The offender must be informed that he has a right to be 
tried on indictment (k). 

If a person convicted is over sixty years of age, and is liable to have 
a detention order under the Inebriates Act, 1898 (i), made against 
him, the court may, if they think fit, order him to be disqualified 
for a statutory old age pension for such period not exceeding ten 
years, as the court may direct (m). 

Sect. 4. — Offences affecting Public Healthy Safety, and Convenience^ 
Sut-Segt. 1. — Unwhoksome Provisions, 

1119 . Everyone is guilty of a misdemeanour at common law (n) 
who knowingly exposes or sells in the way of his trade, or sends 
or brings to market or has in his possession with intent to sell 
for human food, articles of food or drink which are corrupt 
and unfit and dangerous for human food (o). Proceedings for 


(/) See p. 417, ante, 

Ig) Inebriates Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Yiot. c. 60), b. 1. See R, v. Prince (1908), 
1 Cr. App. Eep. 262, 

(A) 61 & 62 Viet. 0 . 60. Namely, being found drunk in a highway or public 
place or on licensed premises ; being guilty while drunk of riotous or disorderly 
behaviour in a highway or public ^ace; being drunk while in charge of a 
carriage, horse, cattle or steam engine, or when in possession of loaded fire- 
arms ; refusing to quit licensed premises when drunk ; when drunk persisting 
in entering or in refusing to leave a passenger steamer. 

(i) Inebriates Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Yict. c. 60), s. 2 (1) ; Commiaeioner of Police 
V. Donovan, [ISOS] 1 K. B. 896; B, v. Briggs, [1909] 1KB. 381, 0. 0. A. 

(k) Inebriates Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viot. o. 60), s. 2; Summary Jurisdiction 
Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viot. c. 49), s. 17. As to escape from inebriate reformatories, 
see Inebriates Act, 1898, ss. 11, 18, and the Begulations made under the Act. 

i A 61 & 62 Vici o. 00. 

m) Old Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 3 (3). 

n) Or perhaps certain early statutes ; see 4 Oo. Inst. 261 ; 4 Bl. Oom. 162. 

o) 4 Oo. Inst. 261 ; B. y. Dixon (1814), 3 Itf. ft S. U ; i?. v, Stevenson (1862), 


Fabt. XI.— Offekoes aoaikst Public Obdeb. 


656 


offences of this nature are, honrever, more commonly taken under 
the Public Health Act, 1876 (p), or the Sale of Food and Drugs 
Acts, 1876 and 1899 (a). 

The punishment for this offence is fine and imprisonment with 
or without hard labour (&). 

1120. Everyone is by statute (c) guilty of a misdemeanour 
who, after a previous summary conviction for the like offence, 
knowingly mixes, colours, stains, or powders any article of food with 
any ingredient or material so as to render it injurious to health, 
with intent that it may be sold in that state, or to sell it so mixed 
or coloured. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for six months (d). 

1121. Many nuisances which affect the public generally are 
indictable. Offences of this character are dealt with in other parts 
of this work (e). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Off meet hy Innkeepen, 

1122. The keeper of an inn may by the common law be indicted 
and fined for a misdemeanour, as being guilty of a public nuisance, 
if he usually harbours thieves or persons of scandalous reputation, 
or suffers frequent disorders in his house (/). 


3 F. & F. 106; R. v, Jarvis (1862), 3 F. & F. 108; R. v. Crawley (1862), 3 
F. & F. 109 ; Burvby v. BolleU (1847), 16 M. & W. 644, 664 ; Shillito v. 
Thompson (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 12. 

(р) 38 & 39 Viet. c. 55. See title Public Health etc. 

(a) 38 & 39 Viet. e. 63 and 62 & 63 Viet. c. 61. By the Public Health Act, 
1876 (38 & 39 Viet. o. 55), ss. 116, 117, if any animal, carcase, meat, poultry, 
game, flesh, fish, fruit, vegetables, corn, bread, flour, or milk, is exposed for 
sale or deposited in any place for the purpose of sale or of preparation for 
sale and intended for the use of man, and appears to a medical officer of health 
or an inspector of nuisances to be diseased, unsound, unwholesome, or unfit for 
the food of man, such medical officer etc. may seize and carry away the same 
in order to have it dealt with by a justice ; a justice may order the same to be 
destroyed, and the person to whom it belonged or in whoso possession or on 
whose premises it was found is liable to a penalty of £20, or without the 
infliction of a fine to imprisonment for three months. See title Food and 
Drugs. 

(h) See Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 16 Viet. c. 100), s. 29; 2 Eussell 
on Crimes, 455 ; 2 East, P. C. 822. 

(с) Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 63), ss. 3, 6, 8. 

(d) 1 hid. The punishment for a first offence, upon summary conviction, is a 
fine of £50. By s. 4 similar penalties are imposed for knowingly mixing 
ingredients with drugs so as to affect ini uriously their quality or potency. 
“ Food ” in the Food and Drugs Acts includes every article ubm for food or 
drink by man other than drugs or water, and also includes flavouring matters 
and condiments (Sale of Food and l^gs Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 51), s. 26). 
The accused is not liable to be convict^, if he shows to the satisfaction of the 
court that he did not know of the adiflteration of the article of food or drug, 
and that he could not with reasonable diligence have obtained that knowledge 

£ ile of Food and Drugs Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 63), s. 6). Nothing con- 
ned in the Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 63) affects the 
power of proceeding by indictment (i6id., s. 28). The forging or knowingly 
uttering for the purposes of the Act of any certificate or warranty is a mis- 
demeanour punishable by imprisonment for two years with hard labour {ihid.^ 
B. 27 (1)) ; and see p. 760, post. See also title Food and Drugs. 

(c) Qee titles Highways ; Nuisance ; Public Hjbalth. 

(/) 1 Hawk. P. 0., 0 . 32, s. 1 (L 714), where it is also said to be indictable for 

H.L.— IX. y 
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If a person who keeps a common inn (ff) refnses either to receive 
a traveller as a guest into his house, or to find him reasonably 
suitable victuals or lodging, he is not only liable in an action for 
damages, but is also guilty of a misdemeanour, and may be indicted 
and fined (h). 

An innkeeper is not liable for such refusal if his inn is full (t), 
or if the person applying is not a traveller (a), or if he is drunken, 
violent, quarrelsome or disorderly, or a person whose presence on 
the premises would subject the innkeeper to a penalty under the 
Licensing Act, 1872, or if the innkeeper has some other reasonable 
ground for his refusal (b). 

A person who sells intoxicating liquor or other refreshments, but 
who is not an innkeeper, is entitled to refuse to serve persons wish- 
ing to be customers, whether they are travellers or not (c). 

1123. There are various acts which are criminal when done with 
intent to, or which are likely to, endanger the safety of any person 
travelling or being upon a railway (d). 

1 Sect. 5. — Offences relating to Merchant Shipping. 

) Sub-Sect. 1. — Leaving Seamen behind. 

im- Any person belonging to a British ship is by statute (e) 
guilty of a misdemeanour who (1) wrongfully forces a seaman on 
shore\a“fi leaves him behind ; or (2) otherwise causes him to be 
wrongrplly left behind in any place, either on shore or at sea, in or 
out of t^e King’s dominions. 

The ^inishment for this offence is a fine, or imprisonment for two 
years wit^J or without hard labour (/). 

an innkeeper to ** take exorbitant prices.’* See further os to various offences by 
licensed victiiaUers, title Intoxicating Liquors. 

ig) a pouse where a traveller is furnished with everything which he has 
occasion for^'^iiiist upon his way, but not necessarily stabling accommodation 
{Thompson Lacy (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 283, 286). See title Inns and Inn- 
keepers./ 

(h) 1 mawk. P. 0., c. 32, s. 2 (1. 714) ; B. v. Ivem (1836), 7 0. & P. 213. See 
B^.S^^prague (1899), 63 J. P. 233; B. v. Smith (1901), 65 J. P. 621. 

(i) j Broivne v. Brandt^ [1902] 1 K. B. 696. 

/(a) B. V. Bymer (1877), 2 Q. B.D. 136, 0. 0. E. ; Lamond v. Bichard^ [1897] 1 

B. 641, 0. A., wnere a person who was originally a traveller had ceased to 
be so when notice to quit was given to him. 

(6) Licensing Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Viot. o. 94), s. 18, and title Intoxicating 
Liquors; Fidgeon v. Legge (1857), 21 J. P. 743; B, v. IvenSt supra; li. v. 
Bymer t supra^ where the innkeeper was held to be justified in refusing because 
the person applying for entertainment insisted on bringing a large dog into 
the house. The innkeeper is probably entitled to require security for his 
charts or prepayment, but if he does not do so, but reiuses to entertain the 
traveller for some other reason than that he has no such security, he will 
probably be held to have waived his right to require it (see 1 Hawk. P. 0., 
0 . 32, 8. 2 (I., 714) ; B, v. Ivens, supra; Fell v. Knight (1841), 8 M. & W. 269), 

(c) B V, Bymer ^ supra. But if any holder of a licence to sell intoxicating 
liquors persistently and unreasonably refuses to supply suitable refreshment 
(other than intoxicating liquor) at a reasonable price, this is a good ground for 
aepriving him of his licence (Licensing Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 9). 

(d) See further as to the obstruction of and malicious injury to railways, 
trains, and telegraphs, pp. 786, 787, post, 

(e) Merchant Shipping Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 43. 

{/) Merchant Shipping Act, X894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 60), s. 680 (1), (a) (the Act of 
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1125. A master of a British ship is by statate(9) guilty of a mis* Bara. s. 

demeanour (1) who, without having obtained the sanction of the Offenoes 
proper authority(/i), discharges a seaman (t), or leaves him behind (ft), relatli* to 
except at a port in the country in which he was shipped ; or (2) who M®>*haat 
delivers a false account (Z) or makes a false statement (j;t) to 

the proper officer (n) as to the wages and effects of any seaman who Discharging 
is left behind out of the British Isles. seamen etc. 

The punishment for this offence is a fine, or imprisonment for not 
more than two years with or without hard labour (o). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Fraud in Sdation to Shipping Documents. 

1126. The master or owner of a ship is by statute (p) guilty improper 
of a misdemeanour if he uses or attempts to use for her naviga- 

tion a certificate of registry not legally granted in respect of the rf re^rj. 
ship. 


1906 is nn amending Act, and is to be construed as one with the Act of 1894 
(s. 86 (1 )). Any offence declared by the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, to be a 
misdemeanour, and in respect of which no specific punishment is assigned, is 
punishable as above stated (ibid.f b. 680). Such offences (except the offence of 
sending an unseaworthjr ship to sea) may, however, be prosecuted summarily 
under the Summary Jurisdiction Acts, and if so prosecute are punishable only 
by imprisonment for six months (ibid.)» Offences against the Act punishable by 
imprisonment for not exceeding six months, or by a fine not exceeding £100, 
must be prosecuted summarily (ifctcf., s. 680 (1)^)). There can be no summary 
conviction in any proceeding instituted in the United Kingdom unless the pro- 
ceeding is commenced within six months after the offence, or, if both or either 
of the parties happen during that time to be out of the United Kingdom, unless 
it is commenced within two months after they both first arrive or are at one time 
within the kingdom {ibid», s. 683 ; and see Austin y. Ohen (1868), L. B. 3 Q. B. 
J208). But the defendant has, under the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 
(42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), s. 17, a right to claim to be tned by a jury in all cases 
where he may on summary conviction be sentenced to more than three months* 
imprisonment, and he should be so informed (i2. v. Goldberg^ [1904] 2 K. B. 
866). See R, v. Beeshy, [1909] 1 K. B. 849. An to venue and jurisdiction, see 
p. 285, ante; as to costs, see p. 445, ante. There are several sections in the 
Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, providing for fines of £600 under the Act. Such 
fines may be recovered by action, and the offences are not criminal, see ss. 73, 
447, 452, and title Shipping and Navigation. As to the conveyance of the 
offender to the United Kingdom or a British possession, see s. 689 ; as to evidence 
taken abroad, see s. 691. The offences under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, 
eiipray referr^ to in these sub-sections, are triable at quarter sessions. 

(^g) Merchant Shipping Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, o. 48), ss. 28 (10), 30, 36. 

Ih) The proper autnonty is defined ibid,f s. 49. 

(t) The sanction of the proper authority is to be indorsed on the agreement 
with the crew. This sanction is not to be refused where the seaman is discharged 
on the termination of his service (ibid,^ s. 30). 

{k) The sanction in this case takes the form of a certificate, which must state 
the cause for which the seaman is left behind, whether the cause be unfitness, 
or inability to proceed to sea, desertion, disappearanw, or otherwise. No such 
sanction or certificate is required where the seaman is discharged in accordance 
with the Merchant Shipping Acts (i.c., the Merchant Shipping Acts, 1894 to 
1906) {ibid,, s. 36). ^ ^ 

{1) Merchant Shipping Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 28 (1) (b). 

(m) Ibid,f s. 28 (3). 

(n) Ibid., 8. 28 (11). 

(o) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet c. 60), s. 680 ; and see p. 656, 

note (/), anfff. _ 

(p) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 60), s. 16. 
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The punishment is fine or imprisonment for two years with or 
without hard labour (9). 

Sub-Seot. 3. — Miicmdud of Marinefi. 

1127. Any master, seaman, or apprentice belonging to a British 
ship is by statute (a) guilty of a misdemeanour who by wilful breach 
of duty, or by neglect of duty, or by reason of drunkenness, (1) does 
any act tending to the immediate loss or serious damage of the ship, 
or tending immediately to endanger the life or limb of a person 
belonging to or on board of her ; or (2) refuses or omits to do any 
lawful act proper and requisite to be done by him for preserving the 
ship from immediate loss or serious damage, or for preserving any 
person belonging to or on board of her from immediate danger tc 
life or limb. 

The punishment is by statute fine or imprisonment for not more 
than two years with or without hard labour (fc). 

The same misconduct by a pilot when in charge of a ship is also 
a misdemeanour (c) punishable in the same way {d). 

1128. Any person is guilty of a misdemeanour (6) who receives any 
money or valuable consideration from the person to whom an 
apprentice in the sea-fishing service is bound, or to whom a 
sea-fishing boy is bound by any agreement, or from the apprentice 
or boy or anyone on his behalf in consideration of his being so 
bound, or who makes any such payment. 

The punishment for this offence is a fine or imprisonment for not 
more than two years with or without hard labour (/). 

1129. In every case of collision between two vessels it is the duty 
of the master or person in charge of each vessel, so far as he can 
do so without danger to his own vessel, crew and passengers, to 
render to the other vessel, her crew and passengers, such assistance 
as may be practicable and may be necessary to save them from 
danger caused by the collision and to stay by the other vessel 
until he has ascertained that she has no need of further assistance, 
and also to give to the master or person in charge of the other vessel 


(q) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), s. 680. Also the ship 
is subject to forfeiture (s. 16) ; and see p. 556, note (/), ante. As to forgery 
of documents under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1891, see p. 752, fost, 

(a) Ibid^t s. 220. It is not necessary to prove that the wrongful act or 
omission was followed by loss, destruction, or damage [R, v. Gardner (1859), 
1 F. & P. 669). 

(5) Ibid,, 8. 680; and see p. 556, note (/), ante. Desertion by seamen and 
ab^nce without leave are punishable summarily, the former by twelve and the 
latter by ten weeks’ imprisonment and the forfeiture of waTOs {ibid,, s. 221). 
For a number of other offences against discipline punishable on summary 
conviction, see s. 225 ; and as to misconduct oy seamen serving on fishing 
boats, see s. 376. 

(c) /5R, 8. 607. 

(a) Ihxd,, 8 . 680, and see p. 556, note (/), ante, 

(e) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), s. 398. This section 
applies only to service in fishing boats of a tonnage of twenty-five tons and 
upwai'ds ; see the words prefixed to s. 392 of the Act. 

(/) Ibid,, B. 680; ana see p. 556, note (/), ante. 
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the name of his own vessel and of the port to which she belongs, sbot. 6. 
and the names of the ports from which she comes, and to which Offences 
she is bound (g). ^ ^ relating to 

If the master or person in charge fails to do any of the things Merchant 
prescribed above without reasonable cause, he is by statute (^) Shipping, 
guilty of a misdemeanour. 

The punishment is fine, or imprisonment for not more than two 
years with or without hard labour (h). 

1130. Any person is by statute (0 guilty of felony who unlaw- Preventing 
fully and maliciously prevents or impedes any person, being on escape from 
board of or having quitted any ship or vessel in distress or wrecked, ‘ 
stranded, or cast on shore, in his endeavour to save his life or the 

life of any other person endeavouring to escape. 

The punishment is penal servitude for life, or for not less than 
three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for not 
more than two years (/c). 

1131. Every person is by statute (1) guilty of a misdemeanour Assaulting 

who assaults and strikes or wounds any magistrate, ofiBcer, or other in 

person whatsoever lawfully authorised, in the exercise of his duty pr^r^ng 
in the preservation of any vessel in distress or of any vessel, goods, wrecked 
or effects stranded or cast on shore or lying under water. jqwH. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven or for not less than three years, or imprisonment with 
or without hard labour for not more than two years (m), 

1132. If any person sends or attempts to send or is party to Sending 
sending or attempting to send a British ship to sea in such an 
unseaworthy state that the life of any person is likely to be thereby 
endangered, he is by statute (n) guilty of a misdemeanour, unless he 

(gf) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 60), s. 422. As to the 
application of this section to collisions with foreign vessels, see s. 424. A 
person is “ in charge ” who has the control of the ship at any time when assist- 
ance could have been rendered, and not merely at the time of the collision ( Ex 
^arte Ferguson (1871), L. R. 6 Q. B. 280, 287). If a pilot is on board, the master 
IS none the less the “person in charge” {The Qiuen (1869), L. B. 2 A. & E. 354, 

365). Whether the principle that a tug and its tow are to be considered as 
one vessel will render the person in charge of the tug criminally responsible 
if he does not stand by his tow and a vessel with whom she has come into 
collision appears doubtful (see The Hannibal (1867), L. B. 2 A. & E. 63). 

{h) Ibid., B. 680 ; and see p. 656, note (/), ante. 

(i) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 17. 

(ifc) Ibid. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 56 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offonce 
is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(/) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 37. A 
person who without leave of the master boards any vessel wrecked, stranded, or 
in distress, unless he is, or acts by command of, a receiver of wreck, is liable to a 
fine of £60. A person who imp^es or hinders the saving of any such vessel or 
her cargo, or secretes any wreck or obliterates any mark thereon, or wrongfully 
carries away any part of the vessel or cargo, is also liable to a fine of £50 in 
addition to any other punishment to which he may be liable (Merchant Shipping 
Act («wpra), & 636). The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(w) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 ^ 25 Vibt. o. 100), s. 37. 

(n) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. 60), s. 457. This section 
does n()t apply to a ship exclusively employed in trading or going from place to 
place in any river or inland water which is wholly or partly in a British pos- 
session {ibid., s. 457 (5) ). This offence cannot be prosecuted summarily 
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proves that he used all reasonable means to ensure her being sent to 
sea in a seaworthy state, or that her going in an unseaworthy state 
was under the circumstances reasonable and justifiable. 

If a master of a British ship knowingly takes the same to sea in 
such an unseaworthy state, he is by statute guilty of a misde- 
meanour (o), unless he proves that her going to sea in such a state 
was in the circumstances justifiable. 

The punishment for this offence is fine, or imprisonment for not 
more than two years with or without hard labour (p). 

The owner or master of a ship is by statute (q) guilty of a mis- 
demeanour, if he is party or privy to obstructing the service on the 
master of a ship of any document under the provisions of the Mer- 
chant Shipping Act, 1894 (a), relating to detention of unseaworthy 
ships. The punishment for this offence is fine, or imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for not more than two years (i). 

A prosecution for this offence cannot (except in Scotland) be insti- 
tuted without the consent of the Board of Trade or of the governoi 
of the British possession in which the prosecution takes place (c). 

1133. A person is by statute (d) guilty of a misdemeanour who in 
any proceeding under the provisions of the Merchant Shipping Act, 
1894, relating to salvage by His Majesty^s ships forges any document 
or utters it knowing it to be forged, or who gives, makes, or procures 
any false evidence or representation knowing it to be false. 

The punishment is imprisonment for two years (e). 

1134. Whenever any fire or light is burnt or exhibited at such 
places and in such manner as to be liable to be mistaken for a light 
proceeding from a lighthouse the general lighthouse authority within 
whose area the place is situate may serve a notice upon the owner of 
the place where the fire or light is burnt or exhibited, or on the person 
having charge of the fire or light, directing that owner or person 
within a reasonable time, to be specified in the notice, to take 
effectual means for extinguishing or screening the fire or light and 
for preventing in the future any similar fire or light. 

1136. Any person upon whom such a notice is served, who 
fails without reasonable cause to comply with such directions, is by 
statute guilty of a misdemeanour and may be indicted for a common 
nuisance (/). 


(ibid., s. 547 (5) ). The indictmont need not alle^ that the defendant: knew the 
ship to be unseaworthy (JS. v. Freeman (1875), 9 1. E. 0. L. 527, 0. 0. E.). As 
to what amounts to seaworthiness, see nedley v. Pinkney 4s Sons Steamship Go,, 
[18941 A. C. 222; The Diamond, [1906] P. 282. 

(o) See previous note. 

(p) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Yict. c. 60), s. 680; and see p. 556, 
note (f), ante* 

(q) Ibid,, s. 696 (2). 

(a) 57 & 58 Viot c. 60. 

(b) Ibid., 8 . 680. 

i c) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), a, 457 (3). 
a) Ibid,, 8 . 564, and see p. 754, post. 

e) I hid, ; or on sununary conviction to impxiaonment for six months. 
f) Ibid,, B. 667 (3). The ^neral lighthouse authority in England and 
Wales, the Qxannel Islands and tne adjacent seas and islands, and at Gibraltar, 
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The punishment for this offence is imprisonment without hard 
labour, and a fine of ^100 in addition (g). 


Sub-Seot. 4 . — Seal Fieheriee, 

1136. Any person is by statute (h) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
commits, pi'ocures, aids, or abets any contravention of the Behring 
Sea Award Act, 1894, which statute incorporates certain provisions 
of the Behring Sea Arbitration Award dated the 15tb August, 1898. 

The punishment for this offence is a fine, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour (i). 

1137. It is by statute (ft) a misdemeanour to forge or fraudulently 
alter a licence or other document issued for the purpose of articles 
4 or 7 of that award, or to procure any such licence or document to 
he forged or fraudulently altered or, knowing it to be forged or 
fraudulently altered, to use the same. 

The punishment is a fine, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour (0. 

1138. The King may by Order in Council prohibit during the 
period specified by the order the catching of seals hy British ships 
in such parts of the North Pacific Ocean as are mentioned in the 
order. Any person belonging to a British ship is guilty of a 


is the Trinity House; throughout Scotland and the adjacent seas and islands 
and the Isle of Man, the Commissioners of Northeni Lighthouses ; throi^hout 
Ireland and the adjacent seas and islands, the Commissioners of Irish Lights 
(Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Yici o. 60), s. 634). 

{g) Ibid., s. 667 (3). 

(h) Behring Sea Award Act, 1894 (67 Viet. c. 2), s. 1 (2) ; and see Sched. II. 
The offence is a misdemeanour “ within the meaning of the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet, c. 104) ; see s. 618 of the last-named Act 

and Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. o. 60), s. 745 (1) (/). 
The provisions of the award which are incorporated by this Act are set out 
verbatim in Sched. I. The killing at any time of fur-seals within a zone of 
sixty miles round the Pribiloff Islands, or elsewhere in the Pacific Ocean wittiin 
certain prescribed limits, between 1st May and Slat July, is forbidden. There 
are other provisions as to licences for seal fishing and ^e method in which 
the fishing is to be conducted. As to the personal liability of the master of 
a vessel employed in the fisherv for acts done by persons on board the 
vessel, see s. 4 of the Act. S. 3 enables the Sovereign to make Orders 
in Council for carrying into effect the provisions of the Act and a^ard, 
and imposes a penalty of £100 for every breach of such an order. Orders 
in Council were made under this Act on 30th April, 1894, and 2nd February, 
1895. 

(t) Merchant Shipping Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 104), s. 61 (1). If 
prosecuted summarily the offence is punishable with six months’ imprisonment, 
or a fine of not more than £100 s. 618 (2)). The ship employed 

in such contravention, and her equipment and everytning on board, is liable 
to be forfeited to the Crown, but the court may release her on pajrment of a 
fine not exceeding £500 (Behring Sea Award Act, 1894 (67 Viet. c. 2), s. 1 (2) ; 
and see Sched. IL). 

(it) Behring Sea Award Act, 1894 (67 Viet. o. 2), s. 1 (4). The articles above 
mentioned are set out in Sched. L to the Act. 

(1) Ibid., Sched. IE. ; Merchant Shipping Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet, c* 104), s. 
618, The offence may also be punished summarily by imprisonment for not 
exceeding six months or a penalty of £100. 
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misdemeanour (?n) who (1) kills, takes or hunts, or attempts to kill 
or take, any seal during the period and within the seas specified in 
such order ; or (2) uses a British ship or her equipment or crew 
for such a purpose. 

The punishment is a fine, or imprisonment for two years with or 
without hard labour (n). 

The ship and her equipment and everything on board are subject 
to forfeiture to the Crown (o). 

Sect. 6. — Ofieneet relating to Trade. 

Sub-Seot. 1 . — Unlawful Combination. 

1139. The offences of engrossing, forestalling, and regrating have 
been abolished by statute (p), but everyone is still guilty of a mis- 
demeanour {q) (1) who knowingly spreads or conspires to spread 
any false rumour with intent to enhance or decry the price 
of any goods or merchandise (a) or the price of stocks (i») ; 
(2) who prevents or endeavours to prevent by force or threats 
any goods, wares, or merchandise being brought to any fair or 
market. 

The punishment for this offence is fine and imprisonment with or 
without hard labour (c). 

1140. A combination for the making of purchases or sales 
upon the Stock Exchange, where the sole object of the trans- 
action is to cheat and mislead the public by what is called 
“making a market,” is an illegal conspiracy and constitutes an 
indictable misdemeanour (d). 


(m) Seal Fisheries (North Pacific) Act, 1895 (68 & 69 Yict. c. 21), s. 1. The 
offence is declared to be a misdemeanour “ within the meaning of the Merchant 

S ing Act, 1894’* (57 & 68 Viet. c. 60). The punishment is therefore that 
is imposed by that statute ; see next note. An Order in Council was 
made under this Act on the 21st November, 1895, prohibiting the catching 
of seals within ten marine miles of all the Eussian coasts of Behring 
Sea and the North Pacific Ocean and within thirty miles of the Korman- 
dorsky Islands and Bobben Island. As to the establishment of a close 
season for seals in the seas adjacent to the east coast of Greenland, see Seal 
Fishery Act, 1875 (38 Viet. c. 18), and Order in Council dated 28th November, 
1876. 


(w) Seal Fisheries (North Pacific) Act, 1896 (68 & 69 Viet. c. 21), s. 1 ; 
Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 60), s. 680. 

(o) Seal Fisheries (North Pacific) Act, 1895 (58 & 69 Viet. c. 21), s. 1 (3). 

(p) Stat. (1844) 7 & 8 Viot. a 24, s. 1. 

Iq) Ibid., s. 4. This Act was repealed by the Statute Law He vision Act, 
1892 (66 & 66 Viet. c. 19), but the repeal will not revive the offences which it 
abolished, or affect those which were preserved by the proviso in s. 4 (Interpre- 
tation Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet. c. 63), s. 38). 

(a) E. v. Habere (1816), 2 Chit. 163. Before the stat. (1844) 7 & 8 Viet. c. 24 
it appears to have been immaterial whether the rumours spread were true or 
false if they were put about with the view of enhancing the market price of 
goods (B. V. Waddingtoii (^1800), 1 East, 143). Having regard to the terms of 
B. 4, it is clear that it is only the spreading of false rumours which is now 
punishable. 

(b) E, V. De Bermger (1814), 3 M. & S. 67; see E. ▼. Oumey (1869), 11 
Ckfx, 0. 0. 414, 440. 

(c) Criminal Procedure Act, 1861 (14 & 16 Viet. o. 100), s. 29. 

(a) 8cqU y. Bfown^ Doeriny, McNab (7o„ [1892] 2 Q. B. 724, 727, 730, 
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1141. Subject to T^hat is hereafter stated as to acts or com- 
binations which occur during the course of a trade dispute 
between an employer and his workmen, it is an indictable mis- 
demeanour, punishable by fine or imprisonment, for persons to 
combine together to prevent a man from carrying on his trade 
and so to impoverish him(c). But if the combination and the 
acts done in pursuance of it are mere acts of trade competition 
and intended to further the rival trade of the persons combining, 
and the acts are not in themselves unlawful, they do not afford 
ground for or an indictment (y). 

An act done by one person which is not unlawful in itself is not 
indictable merely because it prejudices or interferes with the trade 
of another person, or prevents him from carrying on such trade, 
or because the person committing the act is influenced by malicious 
or bad motives (p). But an act may be criminal if done by two 
persons in agreement which would not be criminal if done by 
either of them alone (li). 

The principles stated above are not confined to conspiracies in 
restraint of trade. Any conspiracy to do that which is either contrary 
to law or which is a wrongful and harmful act towards another 
person, and so an infringement of his civil rights, is a misdemeanour 
and indictable (a). 

Sub-Seot. 2. — Disputes between Employers and WorTcmen» 

1142. In the case of trade disputes the law as above stated has 
been modified by statute. 

An agreement or combination by two or more persons to do 
or procure to bo done any act in contemplation or furtherance 
of a trade dispute is not indictable as a conspiracy, if such 
act, if committed by one person, would not be punishable as a 
crime (b). 

This provision does not exempt from punishment any persons 
guilty of a conspiracy for which a punishment is awarded by any 
Act of Parliament and does not affect the law relating to riot. 


0. A. ; see also B, t. Aspinall (1876), 2 Q. B. D. 48, 59 ; and see title Stock 
Exchange. 

(c) B» V. Ecdes (1783), 1 Leach, 274. As to this case, see Wright on 
Criminal Conspiracies, p. 45, and Mogul Steamship Co, v. McGregor, Qow tC: Co, 
(1889), 23 Q. B. D. 598, C. A., at p. 632, and Lord Beampton in Quinn v. 
Leathern^ [1901] A. C. 495, 530; in the last-mentioned case the House of 
Lords held that a combination, without justification or excuse, to injure a 
man in his trade by inducing his customers not to deal with him is actionable, 
if it results in damage to him. See title Thadb and Trade Unions. 

(/) See Mogul Steamship Co, v. McGr^OTf Qow ^ Co,, 11892] A. C. 25; Boots 
T. Grundy (1900), 82 L. T. 769. These offences are not triaole at quarter sessions. 

{g) l^e Bradf&rd Corporation v. Pickles, [1895] A. C. 687 , 594 ; Allen v. Flood, 
[1898] A. 0. 1, 139, 152, 153, where the earlier cases are fully stated ; and see 
Quinn y. Leodhem, supra, 

ih) See R, v. Warhurton (1870), L. B. 1 0. C. E. at p. 276. 

(a) B, v. Rowlands (1851), 17 Q. B. 671 ; R, v. Warburton (1870), L. E. 1 
0. C. E. 274 ; Quinn v. Leathern, supra, at pp. 628, 520. 

(5) Conspiracy and Protection of Property Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Yict. c. 86), 

s. 3. 
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unlawful assembly, breach of the peace, sedition, or any offence 
against the State or Sovereign (c). 

The word crime ” in this connection means an offence punishable 
on indictment, or an offence punishable on summary conviction, and 
for the commission of which the offender is liable under the statute 
making the offence punishable to be imprisoned either absolutely 
or at the discretion of the court as an alternative for some other 
punishment. 

The purposes of a trade union are not, by reason merely that 
they are in restraint of trade, deemed to be uidawful so as to render 
any member of the trade union liable to criminal prosecution for 
conspiracy or otherwise {d). A trade union means any combination, 
whether temporary or permanent, for regulating the relations 
between workmen and masters, or between workmen and workmen, 
or between masters and masters, or for imposing restrictive 
conditions on the conduct of any trade or business, whether such 
combination would or would not, if the Trade Union Act, 1871 (e), 
had not been passed, have been deemed to have been an unlawful 
combination as being in restraint of trade (/). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Criminal Breach qf Contract: Intimidation* 

1143. Although the provisions of the law of conspiracy have been 
relaxed in favour of those engaged in trade disputes, nevertheless 
everyone is guilty of a misdemeanour (gf), who (/t), being a person 
employed by a municipal authority, or by any company or contractor 
upon whom an Act of Parliament has imposed or who have them- 
selves assumed the duty of supplying any city, borough, town 
or place or any part thereof with gas or water, wilfully and 
maliciously (i) breaks a contract of service with such authority 


(c) Conspiracy and Protection of Property Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viot. o. 86), 
As to the limit of punishment on a conviction for conspiracy to do an act 
punishable only on summary conviction, see ibid. Acts of this kind which 
are not indictaole under this statute are not now indictable at common law 
(Connor v. Kenty Oibson v. Lawsony [1891] 2 Q. B. 645, 560). In the Trade Union 
Acts, 1871 to 1906 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 31, 39 &40 Viet. c. 22, 6 Edw. 7, c. 47), and in 
the Conspiracy and Protection of Property Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. o. 86), 
“trade dispute” means any dispute between employers and workmen, or 
between workmen and workmen, which is connected with the employment or 
non-employment or with the terms of the employment or with the conditions 
of labour of any person; the term “workmen” means all persons employed 
in trade or industry, whether or not in the employment of the employer with 
whom a trade dispute arises (Trade Disputes Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 47), s. 5). 
See, generally, title Trade and Trade Unions. 

(d) Trade Union Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viot. o. 31), s. 2. 

(c) 34 & 35 Viot. c. 31. 

(/) Trade Union Act Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vici c. 22), s. 16. 

(g) Oonsniracy and Protection of Property Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 86), es. 
4 , 5, 7. Nothmg in the Act applies to seamen or apprentices to ihe sea 
service {ibid,y s. 16). As to misconduct by and ill-treatment of such persons, 
see pp. 556, 558, antCj and p. 608, vosU 
{li) Ibid.y 8. 4. 

(t) An offence is committed maliciously within the meaning of this Act, 
whether the offence is committed from malice conceived against the person in 
respect of which it is committal or otherwise ((Conspiracy and Prot^tion of 
Property Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viot. c. 80y, s. 15; Malicious Damage Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. 0. 97), s. 58). 
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etc, knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the pro- 
bable consequences of his so doing will be to deprive the inhabitants 
wholly or to a great extent of tWr supply of gas or water ; or 
(2) who (k) wilfully and maliciously (1) breaks a contract of service or 
of hiring knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the 
probable consequences of his so doing, either alone or in combina- 
tion with others, will be to endanger human life, or cause serious 
bodily injury, or to expose valuable property, whether real or 
personal, to destruction or serious injury (m); (8) who (n), with 
a view to compel any other person to abstain from doing or to do 
any act which such other person has a legal right to do or abstain 
from doing (o), wrongfully and without legal authority, uses violence 
to or intimidates (p) such other person or his wife or children or 
injures his property (q), or persistently follows such other person 
about from place to place (r), or hides any clothes, tools, or other 
property owned or used by such other person, or deprives him of 
or hinders him in the use thereof, or watches or besets the house or 
other place where such other person resides or works or carries on 
business or happens to be or the approach to such house or place (s), 
or follows such other person with two or more other persons in a 
disorderly manner in or through any street or road (t). 

The punishment for any such offence is a fine not exceeding £20, 


(A;) Conspiracy and Protection of Property Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 86), 
6. 5. 

{1) See note (i), on p. 564, ante, 

(m) Conspiracy and Protection of Property Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 16J, s. 5, 

in) Conspiracy and Protection of Property Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 86), s. 7. 

(o) The particular act must be specified in the summons and conviction {R, v, 
McKenzie, [1892], 2 Q. B. 519). 

{p) The word ** intimidates^’ probably means by threats of personal violence 
only. It, at any rate, does not include a threat to bring about a strike {Curran 
/. Trehaven, [1891] 2 Q. B. 645, 650, 562). But a threat to picket has 
been held to be intimidation within the meaning of the Act {J udge v. Bennett 
(1887), 52 J, P. 2i7, per Stephen and A. L. Smith, JJ. ; see the observation 
of AfATHEW, J., on this case in Curran v, Treleaven, eupra, at p. 650) ; see also 
Peto v. Apperley (1891), 35 Sol. Jo. 792; Haile v. Lillingstone (1891), ibid,; 
Trollope & Sons v, London Building Trades Federation (1895), 72 L, T. 342, 
C. A. 

{a) The summons and conviction must specify the property injured {Smith v. 
Moody, [1903] 1 K. B. 56). 

(r) Ex parte Wilkins (1895), 64 L. J. (if. 0.) 221; Smith v. Thomasson (1890), 
54 J. P.596. 

(a) It is, however lawful for one or more persons acting on their own behalf, 
or on behalf of a trade union or of an individual employer or firm, in contempla- 
tion or furtherance of a trade dispute to attend at or near such a house or place, 
if they so attend merely for the purpose of peacefully obtaining or communi- 
cating information or of peacefully persuading any person to work or abstain 
from working (Trade Disputes Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 47), s. 2). The following 
coses were decided before this Act, and their authority has been affected by it: — 
J, Lyons Sons v. Wilkins [1896] 1 Ch. 811, 0. A. ; J, Lyons & Sons r. 
Wilkins [1899] 1 Oh. 265, 0. A.; Charnocky, Court, [1899] 2 Ch. 36; Walters 
V. Grew, [1899] ibid,, 696). It is not essential that the persons who happen to be in 
the place be84 should at the time be in the service or employment of any 
other person, and a dep6t ship for seamen awaiting engagement has been 
held to be a pla^^thin the meaning of the section {Farmer v. Wilson (1900), 
69 L. J. (0. B.) 496)> 

(<) As to foUowingi see Ex parte Wilkins and Smith y. Thomasson^ supra. 
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or imprisonment with or without hard labour for not more than 
three months (a). 

Sub-Seot. 4. — Truxk Act. 

1144. An employer of any artificer in any of certain trades is 
by statute (6) guilty of a misdemeanour who directly or indirectly 
enters into any contract or makes any payment thereby declared 
illegal after having been twice previously convicted summarily of 
such offence (c). 

The punishment is a fine of jGIOO (d), 

Sub-Seot 5. — Forging etc. Trade Mark$* 

1146. Every person is bv statute (e) guilty of a misdemeanour 
(1) who(/) forges (i?) a trade mark Qi ) ; or (2) falsely applies (i) to 


(a) Conspiracy and Protection of Property Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Yict. o. 86), 
BB. 4, 5, 7. The punishment is the same whether the^ offence is prosecuted 
summarily or on indictment (i6tU, s. 9). The offence is only punishable on 
indictment if the accused objects to be tried before a court of summary 
jurisdiction {ilid.). This offence and the one next mentioned are triable at 
quarter sessions. 

(h) Truck Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 37). 

(c) Ihid.^ s. 9. This Act provides (ss. 1, 2) that wages under contracts for 
the hiiing of artificers must be paid in current coin and not in goods, and that 
such contracts must not contain any stipulations as to the place where or the 
manner in which the wages shall be expended. The Act does not extend to 
domestic or menial servants (s. 20). The term “ artificer'* includes any person 
who being a labourer, servant in h^bandry, journeyman, artificer, handicrafts- 
man, miner, or otheiwise engaged in manual labour, has entered into or works 
under a contract with an employer (Employers and Workmen Act, 1876 
(38 & 39 Viet. c. 90), s. 10 ; Truck Amendment Act, 1887 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 46), 
8. 2). See, generally, the Truck Amendment Act, 1887 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 46), and 
the Truck Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. c. 44), and title Master and Servant. 

id) Truck Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 37), s. 9. The punishment for a first 
offence on summary conviction is a fine of £10 ; for a second offence, £20 (ibid.\ 
(e) Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet. c. 28), amended by the 
Merchandise Marks Act, 1891 (54 & 66 Viet. c. 15), and the Merchandise Marks 
(Prosecutions) Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 19). At common law to copy a trade 
mark or a wrapper for goods, which wrapper was fraudulently made to resemble 
that used by another person, was not forgery, although if a person in the 
course of his trade, openly and publicly earned on, put a false mark or token 
upon an article so as to pass it off for a genuine one, when in fact it was 
spurious, and the article was sold and money obtained by means of that false 
mark or token, this would amoimt to a common law cheat, as to which see' 
p. 689, poet {R. v. C/os«p858), Dears. & B. 460; R. v. Smith (1858), Dears. & B. 666). 
(/) Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet. c. 28), s. 2. 

(^) A person is deemed to forge a t^e mark who without the assent of the 
proprietor makes that trade mark or a mark so nearly resembling it as to be 
calculated to deceive, or who falsifies any genuine trade mark, whether by 
alteration, addition, efiGacement, or otherwise. The burden of proving the assent 
of the proprietor is on the defendant (Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (60 & 61 
Viet. 0. 28h 8. 4). 

(A) Trade mark means a trade mark registered in the register of trade marks 
kept under the Trade Marks Act, 1905 (5 Edw. 7, o. 16), s. 4, and any trade 
mark which either with or without registration is prot^ted by law in any British 
possession or foreign State to which the provisions of s. 91 of the Patents and 
Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), are applicable {ibid,, s. 3 ; Trade Marks 
Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, o. 16), s. 4 ; Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 
0 . 29), ss. 91, 96). ^ title Tbadb Marks and Designs. 

(t) As to the persons who are deemed to apply a tirade mark, see ^greh^ndis^ 
IJftrks Act, 1887 (50 * 61 Vigt, g. 28), f, 
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goods any trade mark or any mark so nearly resembling a trade Sect. 6. 
mark as to be calculated to deceive; or (8) makes any die (k), block, Offences 
machine, or other instrument for the purpose of forging or of being relating to 
used for forging a trade mark; or (4) applies any false trade Trade, 
description (1) to goods ; or (6) disposes of or has in his possession 
any die, block, machine, or other instrument for the purpose of 
forging a trade mark; or (6) causes any of the things above 
mentioned to be done, unless in any such case he proves that he 
acted without intent to defraud (m). 

The punishment for this offence on conviction on indictment is 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for not more than two 
years, or a fine or both (n). 

1146. Every person is by statute (o) guilty of a misdemeanour SiUe of goodi 
who sells or exposes for or has in his possession for salo, or any forged 
purpose of trade or manufacture, any goods or things to which any 


{k) See p. 668, post. 

(0 “Trade description” means any description, statement, or other indica- 
tion, direct or indirect, as to the number, quantity, measure, gauge or weight 
of any goods, or as to the place or country in which they were made or 
produced, or as to the mode of manufacture or production, or as to the 
material of which they are composed, or as to their oeing the subject of an 
existing patent, privilege, or copyright (as to which see also Patents and 
Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 89 (2), which imposes a penalty of £5 
in such cases) ; a “false trade description” is a trade description which is 
false in a material respect, and includes the alteration of a tr^e description 
where the alteration makes the description false in a material respect (Mer- 
chandise Marks Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet. c. 28), s. 3). For special provisions 
as to watch cases, see ihid.^ ss. 7, 8. A person who makes a false declaration 
for the purposes of the Act as to the country or place in which a watch case 
was made is liable, on conviction on indictment, to the penalties of perjury 
{iUd.y s. 8). A false statement on an inyoice is a false description witnin the 
Act {Ooppen v. Moore (No. 1), (1898] 2 Q. B. 3001 ; and a writing unintelligible 
by itself may be a trade desenption, if it is orally explained by the vendor at 
the time of sale {Cameron v. Wiggins^ [1901] 1 K. B. 1). There is a dictum of 
Wright, J., in Coppen v. Moore (No. 1), supra , that an oral false description is 
not a trade description within the Act ; but see s. 3 (1), and Carbon v. Wiggimy 
supra. See also as to what amounts to a false trade description, or to the 
application of such a description, Kirshenhoim y, Salmon and Gluckstein, 
[1898] 2 Q. B. 19; Langley v. Bombay Tea Co.y [1900] 2 Q. B. 460 ; Williamson 
V. Tierney (1900), 66 J. P. 70 ; Davenport v. Apollinaris Co. (1903), 67 
J. P. 323 ; North Eastern Breweries^ Ltd. v. Oibson (1904), 68 J. P. 366 ; Star 
Tea Co. y. Whitworth (1904), 68 J. P. 443; Fowler v. CrippSy [1906] 1 K. B. 
16 ; Hooper v. Riddle & Co. (1906), 70 J. P. 417). In the case of imported goods 
evidence of the port of shipment will be primd facie evidence of the country 
in which the goods were made (s. 10 (2) ) ; and the customs entry relating to 
imported goods is, for the purposes of tne Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (60 & 61 
Vict. c. 28), deemed to be a trade description applied to the goods (Merchandise 
Marks Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Vict. c. 16), s. 1, ^ 

(m) An intention to defraud is an intention to induce the buyer to take 
something different to that to which he was entitled under the contract, 
and which he did not know he was taking, whether it be worse than the 
article contracted for or not {Starey y. Chilworth Gunpowder Co. (1889). 24 
Q. B. D. 90 ; Kirshetiboim y. Salmon and Olucksteiuy supra). To constitute the 
offence there must be an intention to mislead (Gridley y. Swinborne (1888), 62 
J. P. 791). 

(w) Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (60 & 61 Vict. c. 28), a. 2 (3) ; and see ibid.^ 
B. 2 (6). This offence is triable at quarter sessions. As to the punishment on 
summary conviction and tiie forfeiture of the goode, see note (g) on p. 668, 

{o) Ibid,, 9. 2 {2). ' ^ 
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saoT. 6. jEorged trade mark or fabe trade description is applied, or to which 
OSenees any trade mark or mark so nearly resembling a trade mark as to 

tdaUng to be calculated to deceive is falsely applied, unless he proves (1) that, 
having taken all reasonable precautions against committing an 
offence against the Act, be had at the time of the commission of the 
alleged offence no reason to suspect the genuineness of the trade 
mark, mark, or trade description ; and (2) that on demand made by 
or on behalf of the prosecutor he gave all the information in his 
power with respect to the persons from whom he obtained such 
goods ; or (8) that otherwise be had acted innocently (p . 

The punishment for this offence on conviction on indictment is 
imprisonment with or without hard labour tor not more than two 
years, or a fine or both (q). 

Oeteaoa 1147. A defendant who is charged with making any die, block, 
machine, or other instrument for the purpose of forging or being 
used for forging a trade mark, or with falsely applymg to goods 
any trade mark or any mark resembling a trade mark or any 
false trade description, and who proves (1) that in the ordinary 
course of his business he is employed to make dies etc. for making 
or being used in making trade marks or to apply marks or descriptions 
to goods, and that in the case which is the subject of the charge he 
was so employed by some person resident in the United Kingdom 
and was not interested in the goods by way of profit or commission 
dependent on their sale ; and (2) that he took reasonable precautions 
against committing the offence charged; and (8) that at the 
time of the commission of the alleged offence he had no reason 
to suspect the genuineness of the trade mark, mark, or trade 
description ; and (4) that he gave the prosecutor all the infor- 
mation in his power with respect to the jwrsons on whose 
behalf the trade mark, mark, or trade description was applied, is 
entitled to be discharged, but is liable to pay the costs incurred by 

(p) A person who has reason to suspect the genuineness of a trade mark on 
goods which he is selling may act innocently, and therefore be entitled to an 
acquittal of a charge tmder this section, if he states in good faith at the time of 
sale that there was a doubt whether the trade mark was genuine, and that he did 
not guarantee it, but sold the articles for what they were worth (ChrUtit, Manton 
and Woods y. Cooper, [1900] 2 Q. B. 522). Under this sub-section an intention to 
defraud is not a necessary ingredient of the offence {Wood y. Burgess (1889), 
24 a B. D, 162). 

( 2 ) Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet. 0 . 28), s. 2 (3). A person 
charged before a court of summary jurisdiction with an offence against this Act 
has a right to be tried on indiotment,^ it he so desires, and he must be informed of 
such ri^t before the charge is gone into {ibid,, s. 2 (6) ; Summa^ Jurisdiction 
Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. 0 . 49), s. 17). On summary conviction an oHender may be 
sentenced to imprisonment with or without hard labour for four months, or to 
a fine of £20, and upon a second or subsequent conviction to imprisonment with 
or without hard labour for six months, or to a fine of £50, and, whether convicted 
on indictment or before a court of summary jurisdiction, the offender forfeits to 
the King every chattel, article, instrument or thing by means of or in relation 
to which the offence was committed Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (60 & 51 
Viet. 0 . 28), s. 2 (3) ). The Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 17), 
applies to indictments for offences against the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 
(50 & 61 Viet. c. 28), s. 13. Offences against the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887, 
are triable at quartra sessions. 
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ihe prosecutor, unless he has given due notice to him that he will 
rely on this defence (r). 

1148. A person within the United Kingdom who procures, aids, or is 
accessory to the commission without the kingdom of any act which, 
if committed in the kingdom, would under the Merchandise Marks 
Act, 1887 (s), be a misdemeanour is guilty of that misdemeanour as 
a principal, and may be tried in any county or place in the kingdom 
in which be may be (t). 

1149. No prosecution for an offence against the Merchandise Marks 
Act, 1887 (a), can be commenced after the expiration of three years 
next after the commission of the offence, or one year after the first 
discovery thereof by the prosecutor, whichever expiration first 
happens (6). 

1160. The servant of a master resident in the United Kingdom who 
bond fide acts in obedience to the instructions of such master, and 
on demand made by the prosecutor has given full information as to 
his master, is not liable to prosecution under the Act (c). But a 
master is liable for any action on the part of his servant or agent 
which was done within the scope or in the course of his employment, 
and which may be an offence against the Act, unless the master can 
prove that he acted in good faith and had done all that it was 
reasonably possible to do to prevent the commission by his agents 
and servants of offences against the Act(d). 

1151. The Board of Trade, and in cases relating to agricultural or 
horticultural produce the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
may authorise prosecutions at the public expense for offences against 
the Act (c). 


Sect. 7. — Libels and Indictable Slanders. 

1152. The publication of a defamatory libel is a misdemeanour at 
common law. The publication of a defamatory libel with know- 
ledge that it is false is a statutory misdemeanour (/). To publish 


(r) Morcliandise Marks Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. o. 28), e. 6 ; see also s. 2 (2),a7i^e. 

(b) 60 & 61' Viet. c. 28. 

\i) Ihid.i s. 11. After proceedings for an offence against the Act have been 
commenced by the issue of a summons or warrant of arrest, if the justice who 
issued the summons etc., or any other justice, is satisfied by informauon on oath 
that there is reasonable cause to sus^ct that any goods or things by means of or 
in relation to which the offence has been committed are in any premises of the 
defendant or otherwise in his possession or under his control in any place, such 
justice may issue a warrant authorising a constable named or referred to in the 
wari’ant to enter such house etc. at any reasonable time by day and there search 
for and seize and take away such goods (ittV., s. 12). 

(a) 60 & 61 Viet. o. 28. 

h) Ibid., s. 15. 

(c) Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet. c. 28), s. 19 (3). 

(d) Coppm V. Moore (No. 2), [1808] 2 Q. B. 306, 314. 

(e) Merchandise Marks Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viot c. 16), s. 2 ; Merchandise 
Marks (Prosecution) Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 19), s. 1 ; see Begulations 
of the Board of T^ade of 21 May, 1892 (Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, 
VoL Vn., Merchandise Marks, pp. 13, 14); Regulations of the Board of 
Aa^ciiltuie, 27 October, 1894 (ibid.). 

(/) Libel Ac^ 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 96), s. 4. 
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sioT. 1 1 1 68. A person may be guilty of murder or manslaughter whether 

Acts he directly causes or accelerates death (g). 

Involving if the death of an infant or of an aged or infirm person directly 
bodily results from fright caused by an unlawful assault committed 

InJw* ijy accused upon another person, the accused is guilty of 

Accelermting manslaughter (/O* 

detih. Where one person attacks or threatens to attack another and 

Death from compels the person attacked by bodily force, or induces him by a well- 
grounded apprehension of immediate serious violence, to do some act 
which directly results in his death, the person attacking or threatening 
to attack is guilty of murder (i). 

InterTenlng If a dangerous wound is inflicted and death results, the person 
cauiea inflicted the wound is criminally responsible for the death, 

although the person wounded neglected to use proper remedies (A:) 
or refused to submit to a necessary operation (Z), or died after such 
an operation which was carefully and properly performed (m). 

If a wound is given which is not in itself mortal or dangerous, but 
which from improper treatment becomes the cause of death, the 
person who gave the wound will not be criminally responsible for 
the death, if it clearly appears that the death was caused by the 
imi^roper treatment (n). 

A person who gives false evidence which leads to the conviction 
and execution of an innocent person is not, it seems, guilty of 
murder (o). 

Malice afore- 1169. To constitute murder there must be malice aforethought, 
thought, express or implied by law. 

Express malice exists where the deliberate purpose of the accused 
is to deprive another of life or to do some great bodily harm (p). 

It is unnecessary to show any intention to kill or injure the 
deceased person in particular or any special degree of ill will towards 
him; if there be an intention to kill or seriously injure anyone 
among a number of persons, as by firing a gun into a crowd, there 
is evidence of express malice (j). 


ig) R, V. Marion (1862), 3 F, & F. 492, Byles, J. 

(h) R, V. Towers (1874), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 530, Denman, J., where an infant was 
said to have died from convulsions brought on or made worse by the act of the 
defendant in committing an assault on its mother ; see, however, 1 Hale, P. 0. 
429. 

(t) R, V. Towers f supra, at p. 633 ; R, v. Evans (1812), 3 Russell on Crimes, 
12 ; IL V. Hickman (1831), 6 0. & P. 161, Park, J. ; R, v. PiiU (1842), Cor. & 
M. 284, Erskine, j. ; and see R. v. Ualliday (1889), 61 L. T. 701, C. 0. R. See 
R, V. Curley (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 109. 

{k) 1 Hale, P. 0. 428 ; 1 East, P. 0. 344 ; R. v. Rew (1662), Kel. 26; R, v. 
Flynn (1867), 16 W. B. 319, C. 0. R. (Ir.). 

(0 R. V. Holland (1841), 2 Mood. & R. 351, Maule, J. 

(m) B, V. Pym (1846), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 339, Erls and Rolfs, JJ. ; R, v. McIntyre 

i l847), 2 Cox, 0. 0. 379, Coleridge, J. ; R. v. Davis (1883), 16 Cox, 0. C. 1*74, 
Iathew, j. 

{nS 1 Hale, P. 0. 428 ; R, v. Flynn, supra, 

(o) R, V. Macdaniel (1766), 1* Leach, 44; see, as to this case, Fost. 131; 

1 East, P. 0. 338. 

1 East, P. 0. 222, 223 ; see also 3 Co. Inst. 61 ; 1 Hale, P. 0. 461. 

(f) 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 11, s. 12. In such a case the malice is called genoraL ^ 



Part Xll. — O ftekois against the Person. 


578 


1160. Anyone who kills another person npon the desire or oom< 
mand of the latter is guilty of murder (r). Anyone who kills an 
innocent and unoffending person in order to save his own life is 
guilty of murder (s). 

1161. If anyone shoots at or stabs or lays poison for or does 
any other act with the malicious intent to kiU one person, and by 
mistake kills another person by means of such act, the person who 
does the act is guilty of the murder of the person killed (a). 

1162. If anyone incites another person to commit suicide, and 
such person does commit suicide, the one who incites is^ guilty of 
murder ; if two persons agree and attempt to commit suicide 
together, and one commits suicide and the other does not, the sur* 
vivor is guilty of murder (b). 


SSOT. I, 
Acts 
involving 
bodily 
InJnry. 

Killing bj 
request, or to 
save life* 

Killing hy 
mistake. 

Inciting to 
soioide. 


1163. Malice aforethought is implied by law (1) where the person Maltca 
killed is an officer of the law legally arresting or imprisoning the 
accused or executing other process of law in a legal manner; 

(2) where, although there may have been provocation, such provoca- 
tion has not been sufficient to reduce the offence to manslaughter; 

(3) where the killing has been caused by the accused while he was 
committing some other felony. 


U64. The act which causes death is murder, where the death is Opposition to 
the result of intentional forcible opposition to an oflScer of justice 
in all cases where that officer has either by common law or by 
statute a right or is under a duty to arrest or keep in custody any 
other person or to prevent the commission of a felony or breach of 
the peace and is actually engaged in the performance of that duty (c), 
provided the accused knows th^at such person is an officer acting in 
pursuance of his duty. 

The same principle extends to private persons assisting officers, Private 
whether specially called upon to do so or not (d), to private 
persons interposing in case of an affray or endeavouring to officers 
apprehend felons (e), or arresting in cases where either by 
common law or by statute they have power to arrest, to bailiffs 
and other officers executing civil process (/), to gamekeepers when 


(r) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 9, s. 6; B, v. Sawyer (1815), 3 Bussell on Crimes, 
by n, 

(d) 1 Hale, P. 0. 451, 455 ; R v. Dtidleyjim), 14 Q. B. D. 273. 

(a) Bract. De Cor. c. 36, Bolls ed. II., 545; Post. 261; R, v. Saunders 
(1576), Plowd. 473; R. v. IIu7it (1825), 1 Mood. C. 0. 93; i?. v. Bernard 
(1858), 1 P. & P. 241, Campbell, C.J. In such cases the rule is malitia 
eared hur personam. 

(b) R. V. Dyson (1823), Buss. & By. 523; R. v. Alison (1838), 8 C. & P. 418. 
Patteson, J. ; R. v. Jessop (1887), 16 Cox, 0. C. 204, Pield, J. ; R. v. Star- 
mouth (1897), 61 J. P. 729, Bidley, J. ; R. y. Abbott (1903), 67 J. P. 161, 
TCicM mcnY J. 

(c) 1 Hale, P. 0. 457 ; Post. 270, 308, 309 ; R. v. Howarth (1828), 1 Mood. 
C. C. 207 ; R. T. Wodmer (1832), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 334 ; R. v. Wiiliamt (1833), 1 
Mood. 0. 0. 387 (R. v. Rortrr (1873), 12 Oox, 0. 0. 444, Bebtt, J. 

(d) Post. 309 ; R. v. Porter, $upra. 

(e) Post. 309. 

(/) Poat. 310, 311 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., o. 13, 1.31. Af to amatieep. 296, ant,. 
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Sbot. 1. entitled to arrest poachers {g), and to members of a press 
Acts gang {h). 

tDToMng The oflScer or other person killed must have been acting at 
bodily time under a lawful authority. If he was at the time acting 

under a writ or warrant which is invalid on the face of it, or if the 
The authority deceased officer was arresting or atterapting to arrest the accused 
must ^ without a warrant for a cause for which he was not entitled so to 
arrest him, the killing is manslaughter only, and not murder (i), 
but the fact that the process is merely informal (fc), or that a civil 
judgment upon which the warrant to arrest is based is erroneous (0, 
does not prevent the killing from being murder. 

The same principles apply where a constable or other person 
present is killed when lawfully interfering to prevent the com- 
mission of a crime or a breach of the peace (m). The officer 
must at the time when he was killed have been acting within 
the limit of his local authority, or the offence will be only man- 
slaughter (n). 

The killing of an officer in the execution of his duty is not 
murder unless he is both lawfully authorised and exercising his 
authority in a legal manner. If an officer is killed while attempt- 
ing to arrest a prisoner for a misdemeanour for which he is not 
entitled to arrest without a warrant, and the officer has not the 


{g) R, V. Ball (1832), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 330 ; R, v. Whitlwrne (1828), 3 0. & P 
394 ; see also R, v. Warner (1833), 1 Mood. 0. 0, 380. II the gamekeeper is 
the servant of a person who has only the right of shooting, and is not the 
owner or occupier of the land, he has no right to arrest, and may be resisted if 
he attempts to arrest {R, v. Wood (1859), 1 F. & F. 470, Maetik, B.). 

(A) R. V. Broadfoot (1743), Fost. 154. 

{%) Fost. 311, 312; R, v. Siockleij (1753), 1 East, P. 0. 310 (warrant issued in 
blank which had afterwards been nlled in by the officer) ; R, v. Hood (1830), 
1 Mood. 0. 0. 281 (warrant leaving a blank for the Christian name of person to 
be arrested and giving no reason for omitting it, but describing the person 
insufficiently; but see R. v. Winwick (Hihabitante) (lS00)y 8 Term Rep. 454, 
Lord Kenyon, O.JJ ; R, v. Thompson (1825), 1 Mood, 0. C. 80; R, v. Curvan 
(1826), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 132 (arrest without warrant) ; R. v. Walker (1854), Dears. 
0. 0. 358 (arrest for a previous assault without a continued pursuit) ; R. v. 
LocMey (1864), 4 F. & F. 155, SnEB, J. (attempted arrest and handcuffing for 
bad language) ; R, v. Prehble (1858), 1 r . & 325, Brauwell, B ; compare 

i?. V. Serva (1845), 1 Den. 104). But if after an arrest the person arrested kills 
the officer, not with a view to obtain hie own liberation, but from motives of 
revenge, the offence is murder, although the arrest may have been illegal (i?. v. 
Sattler (1858), Dears. & B. 539). 

(4-) R, v. Allen (1867), 17 L. T. 222, Blaokburn and Mellob, JJ. In 
this case there was a deliberate intention to rescue and to kill the officer 
having a prisoner in custody, and the accused had no knowledge of the alleged 
informality. 

(/) 1 Hale, P. 0. 457; Fost. 311; R. v. Mackalley (1611), 9 Co. Rep. 65 a, 
68 a. 

(m) 1 Hawk. P. 0., o. 13, ss. 48, 54 ; Fost. 310 ; R, v. LtxMey^ supra; R, v. 
Curran (1828), 3 0. & P. 397). 

(n) R, Y. Tooley (1709), 2 Ld. Raym. 1296, 1302 ; R. v. Weir (1823), 1 B. &0. 
288, 293 ; see also R. v. Sanders (1867), L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 75 ; R, v. Cumpton 
(1880), 5 Q. B. D. 341, 0. 0. R. If the constable named in the warrant hands 
it over to some other person to execute, the officer named not being present or 
close at hand, and the person attempting to make the arrest is killed, the 
offence is only manslaughter (R. v. Whalley (1835), 7 0. A P. 245, WlU<lAMS, J, j 

y, f^qfiqice (1837), 7 Q. p. 775, Par^, B.). 



Part XII.— Offences against the Person. 


575 


warrant in his possession at the time (o), the offence is manslaughter, i. 

not murder ( p). Acts 

If an officer is killed when breaking open the outer door of a house 
for the purpose of making an arrest, and he has not first demanded JoffilF 

admittance and been refused, the killing is manslaughter only (q). •‘5217* 

If there is no evidence of express malice, the killing of an officer 
is only manslaughter, if the prisoner did not know that the deceased 
was an officer (r). If he had that knowledge either from seeing the 
warrant or from his previous acquaintance with the deceased, or if, 
in the absence of such knowledge, there is evidence of express 
malice, the offence is murder (a). 

If a private person lawfully arresting or interfering gives notice 
of the intention with which he is acting and is killed, the offence 
is murder; if he does not give such notice, the offence is 
manslaughter (<)• 

1165. It a criminal is sentenced to death by a court having Execution of 
authority to pass such a sentence, his execution in the proper criminal, 
manner and by the proper officer is justifiable ; but if the execution 

is by an officer upon whom that duty is not cast, or if it is carried 
out in a different manner from that which is authorised by the form 
of the sentence, it is murder (a). 

1166. Where an officer is forcibly resisted while in the legal execu- Killing bj an 

tion of his duty, whether such duty relates to civil or to criminal who U 

process, he is entitled to repel force by force, and if in the course of * 

BO doing the person resisting him is killed, the killing is justifiable ; 
provided there was a reasonable necessity for the use of such force 
by the officer, and that the amount of force used was not unreason- 
able or excessive ; otherwise the killing is manslaughter at least. 

An officer who kills a person who makes no resistance is guilty 

(o) See p. 309, ante, 

(p) B, V. Chapman (1871), 12 Cox, C. 0. 4, Hannen, J. ; R. v. Carey 
(1879), 14 Cox, C. C. 214, Lindley, J. But in this and all other cases 
of irregular arrest it would appear that if the accused acted with premeditation 
and from a previously existing intention to murder the officer, whether he 
were duly authorised or not, the offence is murder (see R. y, Alleny supra; R, 
y, Careyy supra). 

(q) Fost. 136, 820. See p. 309, ani^. 

(r) R, y, Curtis (1756), Fost. 135, 137; R, y. StocMey (1772), 1 East, P. 0, 

310; R, V. Cordon (1789), ibid, 315, 352. 

(«) 1 Hale, P. C. 438, 458, 461, 470 ; 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 13, ss. 49, 50 ; Post. 

310 ; R, y, Woolmer (1832), 1 Mood. C. 0. 334. On the trial of an indictment 
in such a case it is not necessary to prove the officer’s appointment; it is 
sufficient that he was known to act as such {R. v. Gordon (1789), 1 Leach, 515). 

{t) Fost. 311. But express notice is not required where the circumstances of 
the case were such that the prisoner must have known why the private person was 
seeking to apprehend him, as where he was caught in the act of committing a 
felony {R, v, Howarih (1828), 1 Mood. 0. C. 207). 

(a) 3 Co. Inst. 52; 1 Hale, P. 0. 501. But, m Hale points out, it was in 
former times common to modify the form of execution for high treason from that 
directed by the express terms of the sentence (see Fost. 267). As to the mode of 
execution and the officers whose duty it is to carry out a sentence of death, see 
Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), ss. 1, 2 ; Capital 
Punishment Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 24), ss. 2, 3 ; Central 
Criminal Court (Prisons) Act, 1881 (44 & 4/J Viqt, c. 64), s. 2 (6) ; Sheriffs Act* 

• (50 ^ 51 Vict. c, 55), 8. 
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of murder (h). The same rule api)lie8 to killing by persons assisting 
officers or lawfully arresting or interfering to prevent a breach of 
the peace (c). 

An officer is not bound to retreat before the person resisting (d). 

Officers attempting to put an end to a riot, and other persons 
assisting them, are justified in killing persons taking part in it who 
refuse to disperse or who resist apprehension (e). 

If a person whom an officer or a private person is legally 
attempting to arrest upon a charge of treason, or felony, or inflicting 
a dangerous wound, flees, and he cannot be otherwise arrested, he 
may be killed, and the homicide is justifiable (/). 

If the charge upon which the arrest is sought to be made is only 
a misdemeanour or a breach of the peace, or if the attempted 
arrest is on civil process, the killing by the officer is murder, if it is 
intentional or is done with a weapon likely to kill, but only 
manslaughter if the death is unintentionally caused by means not 
likely to cause death (y). 

Every prison officer while acting as such has, by virtue of his 
appointment, all the powers, authorities, protection, and privileges 
of a constable (/t). 

1167. When the accused person has received provocation from 
the deceased, malice aforethought is nevertheless implied and the 
killing is murder, unless the provocation be of such a character as 
to reduce the offence to manslaughter. If there is evidence of 


(b) 1 Hale, P. 0. 490, 494, 496; 1 East, P. 0. 297 ; Post. 318, 321 ; 12. v. OoJ$ 
(1^)72), 1 Vent. 216 ; B. v. Dixon (1756), 1 East, P. 0. 313, where a person not 
liable to impressment resisted the press gang and was killed, and this was held 
to be murder ; R. y. Longden (1812), Buss. & By. 228. 

(c) 1 Hale, P. 0. 484 ; Post. 274. 

(t/) 1 Hale, P. 0. 481 ; Fost. 321. 

(e) 1 Hale, P. 0. 495; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 10, s. 14; Biot Act (1 Geo. 1, 
stat. 2, c. 6), B. 3. As to homicide during an unlawful assembly, see B, y. 
McNaughten (1881b 14 Cox, 0. 0. 576 (Ir.). 

(/) 1 Hale, P. 0. 489 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 10, ss. 11, 12 ; Fost. 271. As to 
the killing of a person trying to escape from a press gang who had pressed him 
without due warrant, see B. y. Rokehy (1690), 1 East, P. 0. 312 ; and R, y. 
Dixon, 

{g) 1 Hale, P. 0. 489 ; 2 Hale, P. 0. 77, 117 ; Fost. 271 ; 1 East, P. 0. 302, 
806. 

(A) Prison Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. o. 41), s. 10. The provisions of this Act 
are extended to State inebriate reformatories by the Inebriates Act, 1898 
(61 & 62 Viet. c. 60), s. 4. If a prisoner confined for treason, felony or 
inflicting a dangerous wound were killed by a gaoler whilst effecting his escape 
and where there was no other way of preventing such escape, no question could 
anse as to the justification of the gaoler, since he would have the same protec- 
tion as a constable. With regard to a prisoner convicted of a misdemeanour 
and under sentence of penal servitude, he, by escaping during his sentence, 
commits the felony of being at large during a sentence of pen^ servitude (see 
p. 512, anfe), and the officer in seeking to recapture him has the same protection 
as in the case of an ordinary felon. But a convict detained for misdemeanour and 
not under a sentence of penal servitude, or a person who is imprisoned for debt 
and who escapes, may not be killed (i?. v. forater (1825), 1 Hew, 0. 0. 187, 
Holeoyd, J.), unless" he resists the gaoler and gives him reasonable ground for 
believing himself to be in peril of his life or of bodily harm, in whi^ case the 
latter is entitied to use a deadly weapon, if no other is at h^d (i6td. ; 1 Hale, 
P.O. 496; lEast,P. 0. 295). 
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express malice, no provocation is sufficient to reduce the crime to 
manslaughter (i). 

Mere words or gestures, however insulting or indecent, will not 
in themselves so reduce the offence, where the killing is intentional 
or is caused by a weapon likely to cause death (k). But it may 
be otherwise where such words are of a threatening nature and are 
accompanied by blows, although the latter may not of themselves 
be of sufficiently serious a nature as to reduce the offence from 
murder to manslaughter (Z). 

Provocation, however great, is insufficient for this purpose, if it is 
not recent and if there has been a sufficient time between the 
provocation and the killing for passion to subside and for reason to 
interpose (m). Provocation is also insufficient for the purpose of 
reducing the offence from murder to manslaughter, if the manner 
of killing be barbarous and such as to show a cruel and deliberate 
intent to do mischief (n). 

1168. If anyone entitled to inflict lawful correction (o) while Correction, 
inflicting such correction unintentionally kills the person who is 
being corrected, the law does not imply malice. The death is 
regarded as having occurred by misadventure, if, having regard to 
the circumstances, the correction was inflicted moderately and with 
a proper instrument not likely to cause death or serious injury. 

If the correction is inflicted with a deadly weapon and death is 
caused, the person inflicting correction is guilty of murder ; if the 

(f) H. V. Maeon (1756), Fost. 132, 135, 291 ; R v. Kirhham (1837), 8 0. & P. 

115; B. V. WeUh (1869), 11 Oox, 0. 0. 336; B. v. mUdey (1829), 1 Lew. 

C. 0. 173, 175. See also p. 680, poR 

{k) Post. 290; 1 Hale, P. C. 455, 456, 457 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 13, s. 33; 1 
East, P. 0. 233; B. v. Morly {Lord) (1666), Kel. 55 ; B. v. Sherwood (1844), 

1 Oar. &Kir. 656, Pollock, O.B. See, however, B» v. Bothwell (1871), 12 Oox, 

0. 0. 145, in which Blackburn, J., appears to have been prepared to admit at 
least one exception to the rule, as he expressed the opinion that if a husband 
suddenly hearing from his wife that she had committed adultery and he, having 
had no idea of such a thing before, were thereupon to kill his wife, it might be 
manslaughter. . . . Where, however, there are no blows, there must be a pro- 
vocation equal to blows ; it must be at least as great as blows.” This case was 
followed in B. v. Jones (1 908), 72 J. P. 215. 

e Fost. 290, 291 ; 1 East, P. 0. 233, where it is suggested that it might be 
cieut, if the words were accompanied by some act denoting an immediate 
intention of following them up by an actual assault ; B. v. Sherwood, supra ; 

B, V. Smith (1866), 4 F. & F. 1066, where Byles, J., expressed an opinion that 
if two military men met each other in the street, and one of them called the other 
a coward and a scoundrel and assaulted him by spitting in his face, whereupon 
the other killed him, this would be onlv manslaughter, out that if an ordinary 
quarrel arose between husband and wife, and the wife spat at the husband and 
he thereupon killed her, this would be murder. 

(m) Fost. 296; 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 13, s. 40; Kel. 56; 1 East, P. 0. 232; 

5. V. Lynch (1832), 5 C. & P. 324, Lord Tenterden, 0. J. ; B, v. Hayward 
(1833), 6 0. & P. 157, Tindal, C.J. ; B. v. Fisher (1837), 8 0. & P. 182, where 
Park, J., said that whether there had been time for the blood to cool was 
rather a question of law. 

(n) 1 Hale, P. 0. 454 ; Fost. 291 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 13, s. 42 ; 1 East, P. 0. 

236; B, V. Thorpe (1829), 1 Tiew. 0. C. 171, Bayley, J. ; v. S/iaw; (1834), 

6 0. & P. 372; R, v. Thomas (1837), 7 0. & P. 817, 819, Parke, B. ; compare 
B. V. Ayes (1810), Russ. & By. 166. 

(o) As to the cases in which correction by personal chastisement is lawful, 
see p. 6C'' 
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correction is inflicted with an instrument improper for the purpose 
but not likely to kill, or if the correction exceeds the bounds of 
moderation, the offence is manslaughter (p)* 

1169. If two persons deliberately fight a duel and either party is 
killed, the law implies malice aforethought, and the survivor is 
guilty of murder, no matter what provocation he may have received 
or upon whose challenge the duel was fought (a). 

Both the seconds who are present aiding and abetting are guilty 
of murder as principals in the second degree, as are also any other 
persons who are present and who encourage the combatants by 
advice or assistance (b). 

If a duel is fought upon a sudden quarrel, and one of the parties 
is killed, the offence is manslaughter, and not murder (c). 

1170. Although if death results from a fight upon a sudden 
quarrel (d), the person who causes the death is generally guilty of 
manslaughter only, yet if in such a fight the parties separate, or are 
separated, and one afterwards lies in wait for the other and renews 
the fight, in the course of which the latter is killed, the person 
killing him is guilty of murder (e). 

If to all appearance the parties are reconciled and afterwards 
fight again on a fresh sudden quarrel and one of them is killed, this 
is only manslaughter, unless the circumstances show that the 
reconciliation was merely pretended and that the injury done was 
on account of the former grudge (/). 

In the case of a sudden quarrel, if the facts show that there was 
malicious intention on the part of the person who caused the death ( 51 ), 


(р) 1 Hale, P. 0. 473, 474; Post. 262; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 11, s. 5 ; JR. v. 
Turner (undated), cited in R. v. Keate (1698), Comb. 407, 408 ; R. v. Gray (1666), 
Comb. 408 ; R. v. IViggs (1785), 1 Leach, 378, n. (chastisement of a servant) ; R. v. 
Wall (1802), 28 State Tr. 51, 145, where the prisoner, a colonial governor, was 
convicted 01 murder for ordering an excessive flogging which caused death ; 
R. V. Conner (1836), 7 C. & P. 438 ; R. v. Cheeaeman (1836), 7 C. & P. 455 ; R, 
V* Bird (1850), 5 Cox, 0. C. 1 ; R» v. Hopley (1860), 2 P. & P. 202, Cockburn, 
0. J. The chMtisement of a child of very tender years must be of the very 
lightest descrintion (R. v. Griffin (1869), 11 Cox, C. C. 402, Martin, B., where 
a father who nad caused the death of his child aged two and a half years by 
beating it with a strap was convicted of manslaughter). 

(a) 1 Hale, P. C. 443, 452 ; 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 31, ss. 21, 22 ; Post. 297 ; R. v. 
Mawgridge (1706), 17 State Tr. 57; R. v. Onehy (1726), 17 State Tr. 29 ; R. v. 
Rice (1803), 3 East, 581, Gross, J. 

(b) 1 Hale, P. C. 442, 452 ; R. v. Cuddy (1843), 1 Car. & Kir. 210, Williams, J., 
and Bolts, B. ; R, v. T(mng (1838), 8 C. & P. 644, Vaughan, J* Mere 
presence as a spectator without giving encouragement or assistance will not 
justify a conviction {R. v. Young ^ eupra ; and see R, v. Coney (1882), 8 Q. B. D. 
534, 0. C. 11., and p^582, poet). 

(с) Post. 297 ; 1 Hawk. P. C., o. 13, s. 29. See p. 581, poet. 

(df) See p. 581, po5<. 

(f) 1 Hale, P. 0. 451, 452; R, v. Selten (1871), 11 Cox, C. C. 674, Hannen, J. 

(/) Ibid.; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 13, s. 30. 

{g) As where he has started the fight under circumstances of unfair advantage 
(Post. 295 ; R. v. Mawgridge, aupra; B, v. Whiteley (1829), 1 Lew. 0. 0. 173, 
176, Bayley, j. ; R. v. Keseal (1824), 1 0. & P. 437, Park, J. ; R. v. Smith 
(1837), 8 C. & P. 160, 162, Bosanquet and Ooltman, JJ., and Bolland, B.); 
or where he has gone on to kill the deceased after completely overpowering him 
(fi. v. Shaw (1834), 6 0. & P. 372, Pattison, J.). 
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the person killing is guilty not of manslaughter, but of Smjt. i. 
murder. Acts 


1171. Where a person whilst committing or attempting to bodily 

cominit a felony does an act which is known to be dangerous to life Injury, 

and likely in itself to cause death, and the death of another person — 
results as a consequence of that act though not intended by the whiis 
person committing it, the law implies malice aforethought, and the felony is 
person causing the death is guilty of murder (/i). committed. 


1172. A person is guilty of murder who administers to or incites Harder of 
a woman to take drugs for the purpose of procuring abortion, woman by 
whether she be in fact pregnant or not (t), or wno usee instruments tl^^ure” 
for that purpose O'), if the woman dies in consequence of the drugs abortion, 
or operation. 


1173. If death is caused during the commission of an act which is hj 
unlawful but not felonious, malice aforethought is not implied and 
the offence is manslaughter only (A;). 


1174. Where several persons are engaged in a common design Common 
and another person is killed, whether intentionally or uninten- 
tionally, by an act of one of them done in prosecution of the 
common design, the others present are guilty of murder, if the 
common design was to commit murder, or to inflict felonious 
violence, or to commit any breach of the peace and violently to 
resist all opposers. If the common design was merely to commit 
ai: unlawful act involving violence, the others are guilty of 
manslaughter only(0. 


(A) n. T. Horsey (1862), 3 F. & F. 287, Bramwell, B. j E. v. Vamplew (1862). 
3 F. & F. 520, 522, Pollock, C.B. ; R. v. Sern$ (1887), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 311, 313, 
Stephen, J., where the death was caused by the prisoner setting fire to a house 
with intent to defraud; R. v. Whitmarsh (1898), 62 J. P. 711, a case of death 
from an attempt to procure abortion, where Biqham, J., directed the jury that 
the killing would be murder, unless the chance of death was so remote that no 
reasonable man would take it into consideration. There are old dicta to the 
effect that if death is caused during the commission of any felony it is murder 
(see 3 Co. Inst. 56; Fost. 258 ; 1 East, P. C. 255 ; R. v. Keate (1698), Comb. 406, 
where, however, Holt, C. J., at p. 409, expressed the opinion that the statement 
of the law by Coke in 3 Co. Inst. 56 was too wide; /?. v. Woodburne (1722), 16 
State Tr. 54, 80). But it is submitted that the modem rule is as stated in the 
text, which is taken from the summing up of Stephen, J., in R. v. Serne^ supra, 
and it is believed that juries are now usually directed by judges in that way. 

(i) R» V. Russell (1832), 1 Mood. C. 0. 356 ; R, v. Qaylor (1857), Dears. & B. 
288. Compare R» v. Frdwell (1862), Le. & Ca. 161, where the prisoner pro- 
cured the (tug for the deceas^ knowing the purpose for wHch she intended 
to use it, but the jury found that he did not incite her to take it, and it was held 
that he could not be found guilty of murder. Such a person might be found 
guilty of a misdemeanour under s. 59 of the Offences against the Person Act, 
1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100). See p. 597, post. 

(J) R. V. Whitmarsh, supra. 

[k) 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 27, s. G; R. v. Sawyer (1815), 3 Bussell on Crimes, 5, n. 

(Z) Fost. 353 ; 1 !^wk. P. C., c. 13, ss. 51—54 ; R. v. Hawkins 3 C. & P. 

392, Park, J. ; R. v. Hodgson (1730), 1 Leach, 6; R. v. Turner (1864), 4 
F. & F. 339, 341, Channbll, B.; R. v. White (1806), Buss. & By. 99 ; R. v, 
TvZifr (1838), 8 C. & P. 616; R. v. MackUn (1838), 2 Lew. 0. C. 225, Alderson, B.; 
R. V. Pries (1858), 8 Cox, C. C. 96, Bylbs, J. ; R. v. Luck (1862), 3 F. & F. 483, 
Byles, j. ; v. Skeet (1866), 4 F. & F. 931, Pollock, O.B. ; R. v, Doddridgs 
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(ii.) Manslaughter. 

1176 . Anyone is guilty, of manslaughter (to) who (1) unlawfully 
kills another upon provocation of such a character (n) as to reduce 
the offence from murder to manslaughter, or upon a sudden 
quarrel ; or (2) who, while committing an unlawful act or a felony 
not likely to cause danger to others, unintentionally kills another 
person ; or (3) who unintentionally causes the death of another by 
the culpable neglect of a legal duty resting upon the person causing 
the death (o). 

1176 . If a person finds a man in the act of committing adultery 
with his wife and immediately kills either the adulterer or the 
adulteress, the act of killing is manslaughter, and not murder (p). 

If any person unlawfully inflicts violent blows upon another or 
assaults him under circumstances of personal indignity (g), or 
unlawfully arrests or imprisons him (a), and the person so provoked 
immediately and unjustifiably kills the other, the offence is man- 
slaughter, and not murder. 

The nature of the weapon which caused the death must be taken 
into consideration. If a deadly weapon be used, the provocation 
required to reduce the crime from murder to manslaughter must be 
of a much more serious nature than if no weapon, or one not likely 
to cause death, were employed (b). 

(18(50), 8 Cox, C. 0. 335 ; R v. Bernard (1858), 1 F. & P. 240; R. v. Ruhens 
(1909), 2 Cr. App. Eep. 163, and see p. 252, ante. 

(m) For a general definition of manslaughter, see p. 570, ante^ and for various 
cases of manslaughter, see pp. 572 — 9, ante. 

(n) As to the degree of provocation which sufiBces for the purpose, see p. 576, 
ante; and see the next paragraph, infra. 

(o) Oases of the first class have been distinguished as voluntary and of the 
•9Cond and third as involuntary manslaughter, but this distinction is of no 
practical importance. As to death unintentionally caused during the commis- 
sion of a dangerous felony, see p. 579, ante. With regard to homicide caused 
during the commission of an act which is unlawful, it is perhaps uncertain 
whether, if the act is simply malum quia prohibitum f the illegality would be 
such as to render the doer guilty of manslaughter, as, e,g,y death accidentally 
caused while shooting at game by a person holding no licence authorising him 
to kill game. The older view was that the killing in such a case would not be 
manslaughter (see 1 Hale, P. 0. 475 ; Post. 259, 290). 

(p) 1 Hale, P. 0. 486 ; Post. 296 ; R. y. Manning (1671), T. Eaym. 212 ; R. v. 
Pearson (183^, 2 Lew. 0. C. 216, Parke, B. ; R. v. Kelly (1848), 2 Car. & Kir. 
814, Eolfe, B. If a rape is being committed on the wife, the killing of her 
assailant by the husband is justimble (^1 Hale, P. C. 486). In R. v. Fisher 

a , 8 0. & P. 182, Park, J., expressed an opinion that the case of a father 
ly seeing his son and another person committing an unnatural offence 
would come within the same rule as the case of adulterers, and that killing by 
the father of such a person would only be manslaughter. As to provocation by 
an assault committed on a member of the fami^ of a person who kills another, 
see R. V. Harrington (1866), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 370, CocKBURN, O.J. 

(y) As hy pulling his nose, KeL 185 ; 1 East, P. 0. 233 ; R. v. Mawgridge 
(1706), 17 State Tr. 57, 69. See p. 577, ante. 

(a) R. V. Withers (1784), 1 East, P. 0. 233 ; R. v. Thompson (1825), 1 Mood. 
0. 0. 80 ; R. V. Curmn (1826), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 182 ; and see cases cited on p. 574, 
note (t), supra. 

(5) Zel. 130, 131 ; Post. 290, 291 ; 1 East, P. 0. 233 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., o. 
13, 88. 33, 34; R. v. Siedman (1701), Post. 292; R. v. Hagan (1837), 8 0. & P. 
167, OoLTMAN, J, ; see also R. v. Tranter (1722), 16 State Tr. 1, 52; R. v. 

(1791), 1 East, P. 0. 288. As to when homicide is justifiable, see 

p. 586, poet. 
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1177. Although voluntary drunkenness is no excuse for crime, 
yet in cases where a certain degree of provocation has existed, the 
drunkenness of the accused may be taken by the jury into 
consideration upon the question whether the prisoner was excited 
by passion, or feared an attack upon himself, or whether he acted 
from malice (c). If the drunkenness was so great as to have pre- 
vented the accused from forming any intention, the offence is 
manslaughter, and not murder (d). 

If the state of intoxication daring which the homicide was 
committed was not voluntary, but was caused by the malice or 
negligence of another person, and the accused was in such a state as 
not to know what he was doing, the person who committed the 
homicide is not guilty of a crime (e). 

1178. If a sudden quarrel arises, the parties to which fight upon 
fair terms either immediately or at a place to which they imme- 
diately resort for that purpose, and one of them is killed, the 
person killing the other, providing he took no unfair advantage, is 
guilty of manslaughter, and not of murder, whichever of them may 
have struck the first blow (/). 

1179. All struggles in anger, either by fighting or wrestling or 
in any other mode, are unlawful, and if in such a struggle the death 
of one person is caused by the intentional act of another, although 
the intention is not to cause death, the person causing the death is 
guilty of manslaughter (g). 


(c) -B. V. Orindley (1819), 1 Russell on Crimes, 6th ed., 144, n., Holeoyd, J. ; 
E. V. Pearson (1835), 2 Lew. 0. C. 144, Park, J. ; R. v. Thomas (1837), 7 C. &P. 
817, Parke, B. ; R. v. Oamlen (1858), 1 F, & P. 90, Crowder, J. ; see also E, 
V. Marshall (1830), 1 Lew. C. C. 76, Park, J. ; R, v. Monhhoust (1849), 4 
Cox, C. 0. 55, Coleridge, J. ; i?. v. Moore (1852), 3 Car. & Kir. 319; R. v, 
Doody (1854), 6 Cox, C. C. 463, the last two being cases of suicide. But see, 
contra^ R. v. Carroll (1835), 7 C. & P. 145, in which Park, J., expressly dis- 
approved of the dictum of Holroyd, J., in R, v. Orindley y supra y that where, 
as upon a charge of murder, the material question is whether an act was 
premeditated or done only with sudden heat and impulse, the fact of the party 
Wug intoxicated is a proper circumstance to be taken into consideration ; see 
also R. V. Meahin (1836), 7 C. & P. 297. 

(d) R. V. Doherty (1887), 16 Cox, C. 0. 306, 308; see also R. v. Moorsy supra; 
R, V. Doody y supra ; R. v. Meadsy [1909] 1 K. B. 895, at p. 899, C. C. A. See 
also R. V. BurM (1908), TimeSy lltn December, 1908. 

{e) 1 Hale, P. C. 32 ; Stephen, Digest of the Criminal Law, 6th ed., 23. A 
person who, while in delirium tremmsy or in a state of frenzy originally 
caused by excessive drinking, kills another is regarded by the law as if he 
were insane (1 Hale, P. 0. 32; R, v. Davis (1881), 14 Cox, 0. 0. 563, 
SXEpfiEK J.)» 

If) 1 Hale, P. 0. 453, 456 ; Post. 296, 296 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 13, ss. 27, 28, 29 ; 
A V. WaUere (168^, 12 State Tr. 114, 122 ; R, v. Byron {Lord) (1765), 19 State Tr. 
1 177. If during a fight without deadly weapons one of the parties snatches up such 
a weapon and kills the other, this is manslaughter only (B. v. Snow (1776), 
1 Leach, 151 ; B. v. Taylor (1771), 6 Burr. 2793, Lord Mansfield, O.J.), unless 
the prisoner intended from the first to use the deadly weapon [R, v. WhiUley 
(1829), 1 Lew. C. 0. 173, Bayley, J. ; R, v. Kessal (1824), 1 C. & P. 437, 
Park, J ; and see R, v. Rankin (1803), Russ. & Ry. 43). As to when killing 
during a sudden quarrel or during fighting amounts to murder, see p. 578, 
ante, , 

( y ) R, V. Canniy (1840), 9 0. iP. 359, PatiksON, J. 
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1180. Amicable contests in wrestling or boxing are not unlawful, 
and a person who unintentionally causes the death of another in 
the course of such a contest is not guilty of culpable homicide {h) ; 
but a prize fight, or any contest either for money or otherwise in 
which the lives or health of the combatants are endangered, or in 
which the intention is to continue the contest until one of them is 
disabled or subdued by violent blows, is illegal, and if death results, 
the survivor and those who are present and encourage the fight are 
guilty of manslaughter (i). 

1181. Where a person accidentally kills another while playing at a 
lawful game which is not attended with apparent danger to life, and 
he is not actuated by any malicious motive or intention, or acting 
in a manner which he knows to be likely to produce death or 
injury, or indifferent whether death is or is not caused, the act 
causing the death is not criminal (k). 

1182. A person upon whom the law imposes any duty (Z), or who 
has taken upon himself any duty, tending to the preservation of 

(/i) Ji. V. CanmJ (mO), 9 0. & P. 359; Ji. v. roun^ (18GG), 10 Cox, 0. U. 
871, Bramwell, J. 

(i) Ibid, ; R. v. Hargrave (1831), 6 0. & P. 170 ; R. v. Murphy (1833), C C. & P. 
103, Littledale, J, ; R, v. Orton (1878), 14 Cox, C. C. 226, 0. 0. R. ; R, y. 
Coney am), 8 Q. B. D. 534, 549, 553, C. 0* R. 

(A;) Post. 259, 260 ; 1 Ilawk. P. C., c. 11, bs. 6, 7 ; R, v. Bradshaw (1878), 14 
Cox, C. 0. 83, Bramwell, L.J. ; R. v. Moore (1898), 14 T. L. R. 229, Hawkins, J. 
The rules of a game will not make lawful that which is in itiwlf unlawful, 
nor, on the other hand, is a person guilty of manslaughter merely because he 
may have broken the rules (ioid.). Shooting at a mark or otherwise is a lawful 
recreation, but a person who shoots without taking proper precautions to avoid 
injury and so kills another is guilty of manslaughter (R, v. Salmon (1880), 6 

Q. B. D. 79, 0. C. R.). 

(Z) The non-contractual duties imposed by law are either statutory duties or 
those which arise at common law out of the position in which persons stand 
towards each other or towards the public. 

With regard to the care necessary in the use of all dangerous things and in 
the conduct of all operations which, if carelessly conducted, may cause mjury or 
death, such as riding, driving and navigation, the rule is that if one man is 
near to another, a duty lies upon him not to do that which may cause a personal 
injury to the other {Heaven v. Pender (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 603, 0. A. ; Le Lievre 
v. Ooiildf [1893] 1 Q. B. 491, C. A., per Lord Esher, M.R., at p. 497, and 
per Bowen, L. J., at p. 502). 

The following are cases of manslaughter owing to negligent driving 
and riding: — R, v. Walker (182-1), 1 0. & P. 320 (where the deceased was 
drunk); R. v. Murray {\%b2)y 5 Cox, 0. 0. 609 (streets unusually crowded) ; 

R. V. Qrout (1834), 6 C. & P. 629 (where the driver was near-sighted 

and should therefore have exercised more than usual care); R, v. Timmins 
n836), 7 C. & P. 499 (omnibuses racing) ; R, v. Mastin (1834), 6 C. & P. 396 
(prisoner and deceased were riding and said to be racing) ; R. v. (1846), 

2 Oar. & Kir. 230 (inciting to furious driving); R, v. Dalloway (1847), 2 Cox, 
0. 0. 273 (where the accu^ was driving a c^ without holding the reins ; a 
child ran across the road and was killed; Erle, C.J., directed the jury not to 
convict if they thought prisoner could not have prevented the death, if he had 
been holding the reins); R, v. Jones (1870), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 644 (contributory 
negligence, see p. 586, post) ; R, v. Taylor (1840), 9 C. & P. 672 (negligent 
navigation of river or at too great speed); R, v. Sp^e (1846), 1 Cox, C. C. 352 
(liability of pilot); E. v. AUen (1835), 7 C. & P. 153; JK. v. Qreen (1836), 
%bid,t IM (liability of captain) ; JR. v. Williamson (1844), 1 Cox, 0. C. 97 
(overloading and mismanagement of boat). 

The following are oases of negli^noe in the use of a weapon or other 
dangerous thing likely to cause death in an improper place or without taking 
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projp«r precautions to avoid injury U. v. Salmon (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 79, 0. 0. B. 
(finnff a long-range rifle in a field near roads and houses held to be 
manalaughter ; secus where a gun was fired in the ordinary course by an 
artilleryman at a target under the direction of the prisoner, his superior 
officer, in a place not obviously improper; see R. v. Hutchinson (1864), 
9 Cox, 0. 0. 655, Btles, J.); i2. v. Campbell (1869), 11 Cox, C. 0. 323 
(^firing a gun at deceased, the jury apparently believing that prisoner 
did not know it was loaded^; E, v. Jones (1874), 12 Cox, C. C. 628 (where 
Lush, J., directed the jury that if the prisoner pointed the gun at deceased 
without examining whether it was loaded or not, and it happened to be loaded 
and death resulted, he was guilty of manslaughter : but if he had tried the gun 
with a rammer or otherwise and had reason to believe that it was not loaded, 
it would probably not have been manslaughter ; see Fost. 263) ; R, v. Wtston 
(1879), 14 Cox, C. 0. 346, 352 (gun levelled by a poacher at a gamekeeper, but, 
as the jury found, without the intention of discharging it) ; R, v. Arck^ (1858), 
1 F. F. 351 (where during a struggle for a loaded gun, to the possession of 
which prisoner was entitled, it went off, and Lord Campbell, C.J., directed a 
verdict of guilty on the ground 4;hat the prisoner had no right to take the gun 
by force) ; R, v. Sheet (1866), 4 F. & F. 931 (a similar case, but deceased, a game* 
keeper, was entitled to take the gun); R, v. Burton (1721), 1 Stra. 481 (firing 
a pistol in a street) ; U, v. Carr (1832), 8 0. & P. 163 (negligent manufacture 
of a cannon or gun). 

The following are cases of negligence with regard to railway trains etc. 

R. V. Trainer (1864), 4 F. & F. 105, 111 (where death occuiTed through a 
railway collision, and Willes, J., held that an inferior officer, acting honestly, 
was justified in obeying the directions of a superior, which did not appear to 
him at the time to be improper or contraiy to law) ; R. v. Cray (1865), 4 F. & 
1098 (where a fireman was killed in a collision, but there was no evidence 
whether he or the accused, who was the driver, was looking out for signals, and 
Willes, J., directed an acquittal) ; R. v. Fargeter (1848), 3 Cox, 0. 0. 191 ; R» 
V. Birchall (1866), 4 F. & F. 1087 (contributory negligence; as to this case, see 
p. 586, note Tc), post) ; R. v. Elliott (1889), 16 Cox, C. C. 710 (where prisoner was a 
guard and tnere was no sufficient evidence of “ gross negligence” ; R» v. Benge 
(1865), 4 F. & F. 504 ; R. v. Smith (1869), 11 Cox, C. 0. 210 (where Lush, J., 
held that the prisoner, who was a servant of the owner of a private mining 
tramway and was employed by the owner to watch a public crossing which 
there was no statutory obligation upon the owner to have so watched, owed no 
duty to the public and was not pumshable criminally for negligence in watching 
which resulted in the death of a person crossing the line ; and see R. v. PUtwo(^ 


(1902), 19 T. L. E. 37, Weight, J.>. 

The following are coses of negligence with regard to machinery : — 
R, V. Gregory (1860), 2 F. & F. 153 ^xplosion on ship owing to inefficient 
valve) ; R» v. Stokes (1850), 4 Cox, C. 0. 449 (leavinff incompetent person in 
chaige of colliery machinery ; compare R. v. nilton (1838), 2 Lew. 0. C. 214, 
where the prisoner had, contrary to his duty, left an engine unattended ; another 
person started it and was unable to stop it, thus causing the death of deceased, 
and Alderson, B., directed an acquittal on the ground that the death was not 
the consequence of the prisoner’s act, but of that of the person who started 
the engine) ; R, v. Haines (1847), 2 Car. & Kir. 368 (neglecting ventilation of 
mine) ; R* v. Hughes (1857), 7 Cox, C. 0. 301, 0. 0. li. (omission to place a stage 
over shaft of mine). 

There is a duty upon workmen and others who throw rubbish etc., or allow 
it to fall from a height, not to endanger the lives of persons who may reasonably 
be expected to be in a place of public resort below. If they throw down sucn 
things without giving a sufficient warning which is likely to be heard, they are 
guilty of manwaughter; see 1 Ilale, P. C. 472, 475 ; Fost. 262 ; R. v. Hull 
(1664), Kel. 40 ; R, v. Fentm (183^, 1 Lew. C. C. 179 (throwing stones down a 
mine) ; R. v. Rigmaidon (1833), 1 Lew. C. C. 180 (where death was caused by 
casks which had been insufficiently secured falling mto the roedh 

If a man having a horse or other animal which he knows to be so vicious as 
to be dangerous turns it out into a place where there are paths on which to 
his knowledge people are likely to he, and the animal kills such a person, 
the owner is guilty of manslaughter (72. v. Bant (1865), Le. & Ca. 567, 


Sect. i. 
Acts 

involving 

bodily 

InJonr. 



584 


Criminal Law and Procedure. 


BlOT.l. 

Aets 

bmMng 

bo^ 

Iai}iu7* 


and see H, v. Franklin (1888), Ifi Cox, 0. 0. 163; compare Lowery y. Walker 
(1909), 26 T. L. R. 608. 

For other cases of manslaughter arising out of a duty imposed by law to do 
or not to do certain things, see also M, v. Franklin (1883), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 
163 ; R, y. Bruce (1847), 2 Cox, C. C. 262 (causing death by rough play with a 
third person, which was held by Erle, J., not to be manslaughter) ; B, y. 

(1836), 7 0. & P. 641 (causing a cart to u^t) ; R, v. Martin (1827), 
8 C. & R 211 (giving a very young ^ild a considerable quantity of spirits 
to drink, see now Chudren Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67h s. 119) ; R. y. Packard 
11841), Oar. & M. 236 ; R* v. Kem^on (1893), 28 L. Jo. 477 (where causing 
death by selling diseas^ meat was neld to be manslaughter) ; R. v. irt7d(1837), 
2 Lew. C. C. 214 (where death was caused by kicking out a trespasser); 
R, y.' Errington (1838), 2 Lew. 0. 0. 217 (where the accused set fire to straw 
intending only to f lighten and death ensuea). 

A person who has the charge or care of a child or young person under the 
age of sixteen, and who by neglecting to provide it with proper medical aid 
causes or hastens its death, is guilty of manslaughter {R, v. Downea (1876), 
1 Q. B. p. 25, C. C. B.). It was doubtful whether at common law a parent who 
caused his child’s death by neglecting to supply medical aid upon the ground 
that it was against his religion to do so was guilty of manslaughter (see R, v. 
Wageiaffe (1868), 10 Cox, C. C. 630, Willks, «!.). But in R, v. Downes^ supra, 
the court held that by the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 
Viet. c. 122h s. 37, the duty of supplying medical aid was oa^ upon me father, 
and that ii death resulted from nis neglect of that duty, he committed man- 
slaughter. That statute is now repealed, but the section in question is re-enacted 
in a wider form by the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 12. There must 
be affirmative proof that the death would not have occurred if such aid had 
been supplied (R. v. Morhg (1882), 8 Q. B. D. 671, C. 0. R.). In R, v. Senior, 
[1899] 1 Q. B. 288, 291, C. C. E., it was suggested by the couit that the guilt 
of the parent might depend upon whether he had the necessary means to obtain 
the medical aid ; this is, however, met by s. 12 (1) of the Children Act, 1908 
(8 Edw. 7, 0 . 67), which requires him in such a case to take the necessary steps 
to procure medical aid under the Poor Law Acts ; see also iZ. v. Cook (1898), 
62 J. P. 712, Biqham, J. As to the duty of a mother to obtain such assistance 
during her confinement as may preserve the life of her child, where she has the 
means of procuring such assistauce, see R, v. Middleehip (1850), 6 Cox, C. 0. 
276 ; R, V. Handley (1374), 13 Cox, C. 0. 79. R. v. hod (1904), 20 Cox C. C. 690. 
And see R, v. Jones (1901), 19 Cox, C. C. 678. 

There is a common law obligation, the neglect of which in such a w^ as to 
injure health is in itself a misdemeanour (JR. v. Friend (1802), Buss. & Ey. 20 ; 
and see p. 623, post), to provide sufficient food, clothing, and bedding to any 
infant of tender years unable to provide for and take care of itself, wnether it 
be the child, apprentice, or servant whom a person is obliged by duty or contract 
to provide for; and by the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 12, supra (see 
further as to this Act, p. 624, post), the obligation is extended to all persons 
who have the custody, charge, or care of a child (as to “custody” see R, v. 
Connor, [1908] 2 K. B. 26). If death results from a neglect of this legal 
obligation, the person guilty of the neglect commits manslaughter; see 
R. V. Waters (1848), 1 Den. 356 (exposure of child) ; R, v. Walters (1841), 
Car. & M. 164 (exposur^ ; R, v. Conde (1867), 10 Cox, C. C. 647 (neglect) ; 
R, V. Bubh (1860), 4 Cox, 0. C. 456. As to the duty of the person having char^ 
of the child to apply for Poor Law Belief if he is unable to provide for it, see 
Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 12 ; see also title Iotants and 
Children. If an adult who has the free oon^l of his actions and 
is able to take care of himself voluntarily remains in the service of a master 
or under the ol^ge of a person who does not supply him with sufficient food, 
the latter is not oriminalfy responsible, if death ensues, but it is otherwise if 
the adult is reduced to such a state of body and mind as to be helpless and 
unable to take care of himself (JR. v. Smith (1866), Le. & Ca. 607 ; see also B. v. 
Sh^herd (1862), Le. & Ca. 147). As to a husband’s responsibility for the death 
of wife to whom he makes a separate allowance on account of his refusal to 
give her shelter, see R. y. Plummer (1844), 1 Car. & Eir. 600. A relieving 
officer who neglects or unjustifiably refuses to relieve a destitute person is 
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life(wt), and who grossly neglects to perform that duty or performs 
it with ^oss negligence and thereby causes the death of another 
person, is guilty of manslaughter (n). What amount of negligence 
IS to be regarded as gross is a question of degree for the jury, 
depending on the circumstances of each particular case (o). The 
law does not require the utmost caution that can be used ; it is 
sufficient if reasonable precaution, and what is usual and ordinary 
in such cases, be taken (p). 

To render such a person guilty of manslaughter the negligence 
must have been the direct and immediate cause of the death (q), and 

guilty of manslaugliter, if the latter dies in consequence of such refusal (22. v, 
Curtis (1885), 15 Cox, 0. 0. 746, Hawkins, J.). 

A person who undertakes the charge of one who is helpless, either from 
infancy, old age, lunacy, or other infirmity, is guilty of manslaughter if the 
death of the latter is caused by his culpable neglect (2?. v. Marriott (1838), 
8 0. & P. 425, Patteson, J. ; It, v. NichoUs (1875), 13 Cox, C. C. 75, Brett, J. ; 
R V. Imtarit [1893] 1 Q. B. 450, C. C. E.). 

(m) A person who, whether he be a medical man or not, deals with dangerous 
m^oines or undertakes a dangerous operation is bound to act with proper and 
reasonable skill and caution, and if by reason of want of such skill and caution 
death is occasioned he is guilty of manslaughter, but he is not responsible 
criminally for a mere error in judgment; see R v. Van, Buichsll (1829), 3 
0. & P. 629; B, v. Williamson (1807), 3 0. & P. 635 ; R. v. Spiller (1832), 5 
C. & P. 333 ; R, v. Simpson (1829), 1 Lew. C. C. 172, 262 ; E. v. P’cr^n«on(1830), 

1 Lew. C. C. 181 ; B, v. Tessymond (1828), 1 Lew. C. C. 169; R, v. Long (1831), 
4 C. & P. 398, 423 ; R, v. Wehh (1834), 2 Lew. C. C. 196; R. v. Spilling (183^, 

2 Mood. & E. 107 ; R, v. Crick (1859), 1 F. & F. 519 ; R, v. Crook (1859), I’F. &. F. 
521 ; R, V. Bull (1860), 2 F. & F. 201 ; R, v. Markuss (1864), 4 F. & F. 356; 
B, V. Chamherlain (1867), 10 Cox, C. C. 486; R. v. Spencer (1867), 10 Cox, 0. C. 
625 ; R, V. Noakes (1866), 4 F. & F. 920 (error of chemist in making up 
medicine). 

(n) Stephen, Digest of the Criminal Law, Cth ed., p. 169, art. 232 ; see also 
Stephen, General View of Criminal Law, 2nd ed., p. 76; R. v. Tessymond (1828), 

I Lew. C. 0. 169, Bayley, J. 

(o) Stephen, Digest of the Criminal Law, 6th ed., p. 169, art. 232 ; R, ▼. 
Markuss (1864J, 4 F. & F. 356, 358, WiLUES, J. ; R, v. Noakes (1806), 4 F. &F. 
920, Erle, O.J . Many views have been expressed, though mostly in civil cases, 
as to what constitutes gross negligence,’' It has been said to be the same thing 
as “negligence ” with the addition of a vituperative epithet ( iri/tfon v. Brett (1843), 

II M & W. 113, 115, Eolfb, B.). In Gashillv, Wright (1856), 6E. &B. 891, 899, 
Erle, J., said that the le^l meaning of gross negligence is greater negligence 
than the absence of the ominary care which under the circumstances a prudent 
man ought to have taken ; such a degree of negligence as excludes the lowest 
degree of care, and which is said to amount to dolus, A higher degree of negli- 

g ence is required to convict a person of manslaughter than to establish civil 
ability t^ainst him (if. v. Noakes, supra; B. v. Doherty (1887), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 
306, 309, &EPHEN, J.). The mere fact that the death was caused by a civil 
wrong committed by the accused is not sufficient to establish a case of man- 
slaughter (E, V. Franklin (1883), 15 Cox, 0. C. 163, Field, J. ; compare R. v. 
Fenfon(1830), 1 Lew, 0. 0. 179). In R, v. Williamson (1807), 3 C. & P. 635, 
where a man midwife was indicted for manslaughter of a patient. Lord 
Ellenborough, O.J., directed the jury that to substantiate the charge the 
prisoner must have been guilty of criminal misconduct arising either from the 
CTossest ignorance or the most criminal inattention ; see also R, v. Lang (1831), 
4 0. & P. 398, 423; R, v. Nicholls (1875), 13 Cox, 0. 0, 75, Brett, J. ; R, v. 
(1889), 16 Cox, 0. C. 710 (Ir.), OmiEN, JA 
ip) Post. 264 ; R v. Rigmaidon (1833), 1 Lew. C. C. 180. 

(^) B, V. Pocock (1851), 17 Q. B. 34, wnere road trustees liable to repair a road 
W^e held by the Court of Queen’s Bench not chargeable with manslaughter, a 
person ^ving been killed in consequence of their neglect to make a contract for 
uie repair of it (E. v» Ledger (1862), 2 F. d; P. 857). 
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there must have been personal misconduct or personal negligence 
on the part of the accused (r) ; he is not responsible crimmdly if 
the death was directly caused in his absence by the negligence of 
his servants or others («). 

It is no defence that the death was caused by the negligence 
of others as well as of the prisoner ; if death be occasioned by the 
act or default of several they are all guilty of manslaughter (a) ; but 
if the particular negligence imputed to the prisoner was not the 
proximate and efficient cause of the death, he cannot be convicted (b), 

1183. If the prisoner’s negligent act or omission was the proximate 
and efficient cause of death, the fact that the deceased was himself 
negligent and so contributed to the accident or other circumstances 
by which the death was occasioned does not afford a defence to an 
indictment for manslaughter (c). 

(iii.) JusHfiahh Homicide* 

1184. Homicide is justifiable (1) where the proper officer, in 
conformity with the sentence of the law, executes a person legally 
condemned to death (d) ; (2) where an officer of justice or anyone 
acting in his aid, or a person legally entitled to detain a person as 
a prisoner, lawfully kills one who resists or is attempting to 
escape (e) ; (3) where the homicide is committed in self defence or 
in prevention of a forcible and atrocious crime. 

1186. Where a forcible and violent felony is attempted upon the 
person of another, the party assaulted, or his servant, or any other 
person present, is entitled to repel force by force, and, if necessary, 
to kill the aggressor (/). 


(r) H V. J/len (1835), 7 0. & P. 153, 156, Aldeeson, B., and Parke, J. ; 72. 
V. Green (1835), 7 0. & P. 156. 

(s) JR. V. Bennett (1858), Bell, 0, 0. 1, where the accused had unlawfully kept 
in his house a quantity of fireworks, which, through the negligence of his 
servants, were set on fire, and thus caused the death of the deceased, and it was 
held that the accused could not be convicted of manslaughter. 

(a) R. V. Haines (1847), 2 Car. & Kir. 368, Matjlb, J. ; R. v. Benge (1865), 4 
F. & F. 504, 509, Pigott, B. ; R. v. Salmon (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 79, 0. C. K. 

(h) R. V. Ledger (1862), 2 P. & F. 857, Erle, O.J. ; R. v. Bennett, supra. 

(c) R. V. LongboUom (1849), 3 Cox, 0. 0. 439, Eolfe, B. ; R. v. Walker (1824), 1 
0. & P. 320, Garrow, B. (where deceased was intoxicated) ; R. v. Swindall (1846), 
2 Car. & Kir. 230, Pollock, C.B. ; R. v. Hutchinson (1864), 9 Cox, C. 0. 655, 
557, Byles, j. ; R. v. Jmes (1870), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 544, Lush, J. ; R. v. Kew 
(1872), 12 Cox, 0. C. 355, Byles, J. ; compare R. v. Waters (1834), 6 C. & P. 
328. The dictum of Willes, J., in R. v. Birchall (1866), 4 F. & F. 1087, that 
a man was not criminally responsible for negligence for which he would not be 
responsible in an action, was expressly disapproved by Lusn, J., in R. v. Jones, 
supra, and has not been followed. But inasmuch as both criminal and civil 
liability in cases of negligence arises from the fact that the person liable is under 
a duty to do or not to do a certain thing, it is true, if cases of contributory 
negligence are excepted, that where there is no civil liability, there can be no 
criminal responsibility. It does not, of course, follow that in every case where 
there is a civil liability to pay damages tlie person so liable may also be con- 
victed of manslaughter, inasmuch as a higher degree of negligence is necessary 
to constitute the crime than to fix the negligent person witn a civil liability. 

(d) See p. 576, ante. 

(e) See p. 675, arde. 

{/) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. o. 100), a 7 ; 1 Hale, 
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There must be a reasonable necessity for the killing, or at Sect. i. 
least an honest belief based upon reasonable grounds that there is Acts 
such a necessity (g). The act causing death is only justifiable if it involving 
is done to protect the person doing it or some other person from bodily 
serious violence, or from a reasonable apprehension of it (h). ^2517’ 

It is not lawful to take the life of a person who is committing a 
larceny or other felony without violence or threats (t), or a simple 
assault (k), or only a misdemeanour without violence (1). 

A woman is justified in killing a man who is attempting to 
ravish her Cm). 


1186. The owner of a dwelling-house, or any of his servants or Defence of 
lodgers, or any other person within the house, is justified in using 

force towards a person who is manifestly attempting to burn it, or ^ 
to commit a burglary there, or to invade and enter it by violence ; 
if the owner etc. in the use of such force kills such person he does 
not commit any crime (n). 

A person lawfully defending himself or his habitation is not Indictment, 
bound to retreat or to give way to the aggressor before killing him ; 
he is even entitled to follow him and to endeavour to capture him ; 
but if the aggressor is captured or is retreating without offering 
resistance and is then killed, the person killing him is guilty of 
murder (o). 

(iv.) Excusable Homicide. 

1187. Killing by misadventure or misfortune without culpable Excusable 
negligence is excusable, and is subject to no punishment or bomicide. 
forfeiture (p). 

(v.) Indictment for Murder or Manslaughter. 

U88. In an indictment for murder or manslaughter or for being indictment, 
accessory thereto it is not necessary to set forth the manner in 
which or the means by which the death was caused; it is sufficient 

r. C. 484 ; Fost. 274 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 10, s. 21 ; R. v. Bull (1839), 9 0. & P. 22, 

Vaughan, J.; R. v. Symondson (1896), 60 J. P. 645, Kennedy, J. 

(g) See R. v. Rose (1884), 15 Cox, 0. 0. 540, Lopes, J, 

(h) R. V. Smith (1837), 8 0. & P. 160; R. v. Weston (1879), 14 Cox, C. C. 346, 

351, CooKBURN, C.J. ; R. v. Knock (1877), 14 Cox, C. C. 1, Lindley, J. ; R. v. 

Symondson f supra. As to self-defence, see R. v. Carman Deana (1909), 2 Cr. App. 

Eep. 75. 

(5) R. V. Scully (1824), 1 C. & P. 319, Gaerow, B. ; 1 East, P. C. 273. 

[k) R. V. Bull (1839), 9 C. & P. 22, Vaughan, J. ; 1 Hale, P. C. 488. 

{l) 1 Hale, P. 0. 486 ; 1 East, P. C. 272 ; see R. y. Dadson (1850), 2 Den. 35. 

In defence of property against a person who is seeking to take it from him by a 
trespass the owner is justified in beating the trespasser to make him desist, but 
if in beating him he kills him, it is manslaughter (1 Hale, P. C. 485, 486). 

(m) 1 Hfde, P. C. 485 ; Fost. 274 ; 1 Phiwk. P. U., c. 10, s. 21. The same will 
apply to a forcible attempt to commit sodomy (1 Hawk. P. C., c. 10, s. 21, n.). 

(n) 1 Hale, P. C, 487 ; Fost. 273; 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 28, s. 21 ; 7?. v. Meade 
(1823), 1 Lew. 0. 0. 184, Holroyd, J. 

(o) Or perhaps of manslaughter, if the blood be still hot (Fost. 273 ; 1 East, 

P. 0. 293); see, however, as to the necessity of retreating before giving a 
fatal blow, R. v. Smith (1837), 8 0. & P. 160, 162, Bosanquet, J., and p. 609jt)o«f. 

(p) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 100), s. 7 ; 1 Hale, 

P. 0. 492 ; Fost. 264, 282. As to killing by correction, see p. 577, ante; in 
games and sports, p. 582, ante; by the use of dangerous weapons, p. 582, 
note ante; in ri^g and driving, p. 582, note (I), ante; in the commission 
of a enme, p. 579, ante* 
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Chiminal Law and Pboceddb*. 


Sect. l. 

Acts 

iavolTing 

bodUy 

Injnry. 

Name of 
deceaied* 


Eridence 
oorput delicti. 


Circum- 

stantial 

eTidence. 


Halice. 


Similar 

murders. 


in an indictment for murder to charge that the accused did 
feloniously, wilfully, and of his malice aforethought kill and murder 
the deceased, and in an indictment for manslaughter to charge 
that he did feloniously kill and slay the deceased {q). 

The name of the deceased must, if it is known or can be ascer- 
tained with reasonable diligence, be stated in the indictment ; if it 
cannot be so ascertained the deceased must be described as “a 
person to the jurors aforesaid unknown ” (r). 

Neither murder nor manslaughter can be tried at quarter 
sessions («). 

(vi.) Evidence, 

1189. Where no body or part of a body has been found which is 
proved to be that of the person alleged to have been killed, an accused 
person should not be convicted of either murder or manslaughter, 
unless there is evidence either of the killing or of the death of the 
person alleged to be killed. In the absence of such evidence there 
is no onus upon the prisoner to account for the disappearance 
or non-production of the person alleged to be dead {t). 

1190. In murder, as in other criminal cases, a jury may convict 
on purely circumstantial evidence, but to do this they must bo 
satisfied not only that the circumstances were consistent with the 
prisoner having committed the act, but also that the facts were such 
as to be inconsistent with any other rational conclusion than that 
he was the guilty person (a). 

1191. On an indictment for murder evidence of the existence of a 
bad feeling between the parties, or of former threats of violence by 
the prisoner against the deceased, or of other attempts made by him 
on the life of the deceased is admissible to prove malice (&). 

Evidence showing the commission by the accused of other similar 
murders either before or after the death which is the subject of the 
indictment, although inadmissible for the purpose of showing that 
the accused was a person likely from his criminal conduct or 
character to be guilty of the offence for which he is being tried, may 

{q) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. o. 100), s. 6. These 
provisions also apply to a coroner’s inquisition (i?. v. Ingham (1864), 6 B, & S. 
267). 

(r) jB. V. Clark (1818), Buss. & ]^. 358 ; R v. Campbell (1843), 1 Car. & Kir. 
82 ; R. V. Eiche (1840), 2 Mood. & K. 302. A bastard child cannot be described 
by the name of its mother, until it has obtained it by reputation (/?. v. Clark, 
supra ; see also R. v. Smith (183^, 6 0. & P. 151 ; R, v. Hogg (1841), 2 Mood. 
& B. 380; R. v. Willis 0846), 1 Oen. 80), Such a child, if unnamed, should 
be described as “ then lately before bom of the body of A. B.” (R. v. Hogg^ 
supra)t or ** a certain infant female child bom of the body of A. B. and of 
tender age, to wit, of the age of two days and not named ** (J2. v. Waters (1848), 
1 Don. 366). And see p. 336, ante, 

(a) Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1. 

(t) 2 Hale, P. C, 290; R, v. Eindmarsh (1792), 2 Leach, 669; R, v. Hopkins 

S 38), 8 0. & P, 691, Lord Abikqbk, O.B. ; R, v. Cheverton (1862), 2 F. & F. 833, 
LE, O.J. ; and see p. 378, ante, 

(o) R, V. Eo^e (1838), 2 Lew. 0. C. 227, Aluerson, B. ; and see R, v. Gardner 
(1869), 1 F. & F. 669. 

(6) R. V Clewes (1830), 4 0. & P. 221 ; R, v. Hagan (1873), 12 Coe, C. C. 857, 
/toCHlBALD, J. ; R, Y. Weston (1879), 14 Cox, C. (3. 346, 360, Coceburh, O.J. 
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nevertheless be admissible to show that the act charged in the i, 

indictment was designed and not accidental, or to rebut a defence Acts 
which would otherwise be open to the prisoner (c). Involving 

1192. Upon the trial of an indictment for murder or man- isjm. 

slaughter (d) a verbal or written statement made by the deceased — * 

person whoso death is the subject of the charge (c), although such 
statement was not upon oath and was not made in the presence of 
the accused, is admissible in evidence either against or for(/) the 
accused, provided that at the time when such statement was made 
the person making it had an unqualified belief, without hope, that 
he was about to die almost immediately (g). 

The question whether the deceased had such a belief in impending 


(c) R, V. Chering (1849), 18 L. J. (m, o.) 215, Pollock, O.B. ; R, v. Garner 
(1864), 4 F. & F. 346, WILLES, J.; v Cotton (1873), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 400, 
Archibald, J. ; R. v. Roden (1874), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 630, Lush, J. ; R, v. Beeaom 
(1878), 14 Cox, C. C. 40, Lush, J. (where the death proved was subsequent to 
the murder alleged in the indictment) ; Makin v. A,-0, for New South Walee^ 
n894] A. C. 67, 65, P. C. The ruling of Martin, B., and Wilde, B., in R, v. 
Winetow (1860), 8 Cox, C. C. 397, to the contrary effect, is inconsistent with 
R, v. Geering, supra, R, v. Flannagan (1884), 16 Cox, C. C. 403, Butt, J., 
Makin v. A.-G. of New South Wales, supra^ and jR. v. Bond, [1906] 2 £1 B. 389, 
402, and cannot be treated as law. In a case of manslaughter from negligence 
Maule, j., ruled that evidence of other instances of either the prisoner's 
negligence, or of his carefulness, under other similar circumstances was 
in^missible (R. v. Whitehead (1848), 3 Car. & Kir. 202 ; see, however, R, v. 
Trt7/iam«on (1807), 3 C. & P. 635, where Lord Ellenborough, C. J., appears to 
have admitted evidence on behalf of a man midwife of his skill and attention 
on other occasions). It is submitted that in cases of manslaughter evidence of 
this kind should be confin^ to the prisoner’s general character for skill and 
diligence, though such evidence may be given by persons whom ho may have 
attended (see R. v. Long (1830), 4 0. &. P. 398, 401, where twenty-nine 
witnesses were allowed by Park, J., to give evidence that they had been 
patients of the prisoner and were satished with his skill and diligence). See 
also p. 380, ante, 

{d) And only in such cases {R, v. Mead (1824), 2 B. & C. 605; R, v. 
Hutchinson (1822), ibid, 608, n. ; R, v. Z/oyd (1830), 4 C. & P. 233; R, v. Newton 
(1859), 1 F. & F. 641 ; R, v. Hind (1860), 8 Cox, 0. C. 300, 0. C. E.). As to the 
circumstances under which the evidence of a witness who is dangerously ill 
may be taken before a magistrate and in the presence of tfie accused under 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1867 (80 & 31 Vict. c. 36), s. 6, see pp. 327, 
366, ante, A deposition irregularly taken, and therefore inadmissible under that 
section, may nevertheless be admissible as a dying declaration (R, v. Clarke 
(1859), 2 F. & F. 2). 

(e) See R, v. Mead and the other cases cited in the last note. An exception 
was, however, made in R, v, Baker (1837), 2 Mood, and E. 63, where, two 
persons having been poisoned by poison administered on one occasion, upon the 
trial of the pnsoner for the murder of one of them, Coltman, J., admitted a 
dying declaration made by the other. 

(/) R, V. Scaife (1836), 1 Mood. & E. 661, CoLERtDGE, J. 

(y) R, V. Jenkins (1869), L. E. 1 C. C. E. 187, 192, 193. In this case 
Kelly, C.B., cited and adopted observations made by judj^ in the three 
following cases : — R, v. Woodcock (1789), 1 Leach, 600, Eyiie, C.13., “ every hope 
of t.hifl world gone ” ; R. v. Peel (1860), 2 F. & F. 21, Willes, J., “ settled hopo* 
less expectation of death ” ; R, v. Hayward (1833), 6 C. & P. 167, Tindal, C.J., 

** any hope of recovery, however slight, renders tne evidence of such declaration 
inadmissible.” The following are authorities prior to R, v. Jenkins, supra ^ 
R, V. Wilhaum (1792), 1 Leach, 503, n. ; R, v. Dingier (1791), 2 Leach, 661 : E. 
V. TiwMer (1781), 1 P. 0. 354 ; R. v. Qwxtter (1854), 6 Cox, C. C. 357 ; R. v. 
Fageni (1835), 7 (3. ft P. 238, where the declaration was held to be inadmissible, 
because at a later period the deceased showed some hope of recovery See 
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Cbiminal Law and Procedure, 


Sect. 1, death as to make a declaration admissible as a dying declaration is 
Acte for the judge, and not for the jury (h). 

Involving A statement made in the first instance under such circumstances 
bodily ag ^ render it inadmissible as a dying declaration may be admitted 
as evidence, if it is afterwards repeated by the deceased or by 
some other person at his request and assented to by him under 
circumstances which would have rendered it admissible, if it had 
been then made for the first time (i). ^ 

It is no objection to the admissibility of a dying declaration that 
it is made in answer to leading questions, though that fact may 
affect its weight as evidence (k). 

also li. V. Taylor (1848), 3 Cox, 0. 0. 84, and B. v. Hubbard (1881), 14 Cox, 
0. 0. 565, in wliicli last case Hawkins, J., declined to exclude the declaration, 
because the deceased afterwards thought she would recover ; B, v. Errington 

® , 2 Lew, C. 0. 148 ; B, v. Megson (1840), 9 0. & P. 418 ; B. v. Thomas 
, 1 Cox. 0. 0. 52 ; B. V. Brooks (1843), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 6 ; B. v. Christie (1821), 
Carrington, Criminal Law, 232 ; B. v. Crockett (1831), 4 0. & P. 544 ; B, v. Ashton 
(1837), 2 Lew. C. C. 147 ; B, v. Spilshury (1835), 7 0. & P. 187 ; i?. v. Beaney (1857), 
7 Cox, 0. C. 209, C. C. R. ; B, v. Whitworth (1858), 1 P. & P. 382; 72. v. Mackay 
(1868), 11 Cox, C. 0. 148 ; 72. v. Forester (1866), 4 P. & P. 857. The following 
are later cases than 72. v. Jenkins, supra : — B, v. Osman (1881), 15 Cox, 0. C. 1, 
Lusu, L.J. (where the statenaent of the deceased that she was sure she was 
going to die was held insufficient to render the declaration admissible) ; compare 
B. V. Ooddard (1882h 15 Cox, 0. 0. 7 (where the deceased said ‘‘I am dying, 
look to my children,’^ and her declaration was admitted by Hawkins, J.) ; B. v. 
Cowle (1907), 71 J. P. 152 (where the deceased said ‘‘I’m dying,” and the 
declaration was admitted by Grantham, J.) ; and 72. v. Abbott (1903), 67 J. P. 
151 (where the deceased when in great pain said several times, “ I am dying,” 
but Kennedy, J., refused to admit the declaration) ; see also 72. v. Smith (1887), 
16 Cox, C. C. 170 ; 72. v. Mitchell (1892), 17 Cox, C. 0. 503 ; 72. v. Gloster (1888), 16 
Cox, C. C. 471, approved in 72. v. Ferry (1909), 25 T. L. R. 676. In 72. v. Edmunds 
(1909), 25 T. L. R. 658, 0. 0. A., it was held that the deposition of a woman 
token when she was expected to recover, and on a charge of manslaughter, was 
properly admitted at the trial of the prisoner for the murder of the woman. 
With regard to the dying declaration of a child, in 72. v. Pike (1829), 3 C, & P, 
698, Park, J., refused to admit that of a child of four years of age upon the 
ground that it was impossible that it could have had that idea of a future state 
which is necessary to make such a declaration admissible. But a dying declara- 
tion of a child of ten years of age was held to have been rightly a£nitted in 
B. V. Perkim (1840), 2 Mood. C. C. 135. 

The fact that the deceased believed that his death was impending may be 
shown by statements made by him at the time, or by evidence that his physical 
condition or the nature of the wounds inflicted upon him was such that he 
must have so believed (A\ v. Woodcock (1789), 1 Leach, 600 ; B, v. Johns (1190), 
1 Leach, 504, n. ; 72. v. Bonner (1834), 6 0. & P. 386 ; 72. v. Cleary (1862), 
2 P. & P. 850 ; 72. v. Morgan (1875), 14 Cox, C. C. 337). In the last-mentioned 
case, however, Denman, J., appears to have been not without doubt as to the 
admissibility of a declaration which depended only upon evidence of the latter 
class. See also 72. v, Bedingfield (1879), 14 Cox, C. C. 341, 343, 344, where 
CooKBURN, C.J., declined to presume a woman’s knowledge of impending 
death, although her throat was cut and she died in a few minutes after making 
the declaration; and see B, v. Curtis (1905), 21 T. L. R. 87. 

(h) 72. V. Hucks (1816), 1 Stark. 521, 623; 72. v. Ooddard (1882), 15 Cox, 
C. 0. 7, Hawkins, J. ; 72. v. Whitmarsh (1898), 62 J. P. 711, Bigham, J. 

(t) 72. V. Steele (1872), 12 Cox, 0. C. 168, Lush, J. 

(k) 72. V. Fagent (1835), 7 C. & P. 238 ; B. v. Smith (1865), Le. & Oa. 607, 
612, 0. 0. R. But in B. v. Mitchdl (1892), 17 Cox, 0. 0. 503, Cave, J., 
refused to admit a written declaration in narrative form, signed by the deceased 
and taken down at the time from her answers to questions, on the ground that 
both questions and answers ought to have been wntten down verbatim, and this 
ruling was followed by Bruce, J., in 72. v. Smith (1901), 65 J. P. 426. The 
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The lapse of a considerable interval between the making of the 
declaration and the death of the deceased does not render it 
inadmissible, if at the time when it was made he had the conviction 
of immediately impending death (i)* 

A dying declaration by a person who is by law incompetent as a 
witness is inadmissible (m). 

Nothing is evidence in a dying declaration which would not be 
evidence if the party were a witness; what the declarant says 
as to facts is receivable, but not what he says as to matters of 
opinion ( 71 ). 

1193. Statements by the deceased made immediately upon the Statements 
occurrence which caused the death, but not under such circumstances deceased, 

as would render them admissible as dying declarations, may be 
admitted in evidence as part of the res gestct^ but the extent to which 
they are so admissible is doubtful ( 0 ). 


Sect. 1. 
Acts 
involving 
bodily 
Iiyury. 


lulings of (Jave, J., and Bkuoe, J., in the two last-mentioned cases apj^ar to 
conflict with 72. v. Smithy aupra^ os the declaration in that case was obtained by 
questions but was reduced into writing in narrative form (see pp. 612, 613 of 
the report). In 72. v. Bottomley (lOOJB, 115 L. T. Jo. 88, Lawrance, J., dissented 
from 72. v. Mitchell ( 1 892) , 1 7 Cox, C. C. 503. It is submitted that where a written 
declaration is for any reason of this kind inadmissible, the writer of it, in giving 
evidence, may use it to refresh his own recollection of the Questions which wore 
asked and of the answers given by the deceased, althougn, if the declaration 
itself would bo evidence, it must bo put in and secondary evidence of its con- 
tents cannot be given (72. v. Trotvter (1722), 12 Vin. Abr. 119; 72. v. Gay (1835), 
7 C. & P. 230, Coleridge, J.). The fact that the docoasod know of the near 
approach of death need not appear from the written declaration, but may bo 
proved aliunde (72. v. Hunt (1847), 2 Cox, 0. 0. 239, Pollock, C.lk). 

(/) It. V. Bernadotti (1809), 11 Cox, 0. C. 316, Brett, J. (where tnere was an 
interval of throe weeks) ; and see 72. v. Mosley (1825), 1 IjOw. 0. 0. 79. 

(m) 72. V. Drummond (1784), 1 Leach, 337. As to what witnesses are 
incompetent, see p. 400, ante. 

{ii\ 72. V. Sellers (1796), Carrington, Criminal Law, 233. 

( 0 ) In 72. V. Foster (1834), 6 0. & P. 325, upon an indictment for manslaughter 
by furious driving, Gurney, B., and Parke, J., admitted as evidence a state- 
ment made by the deceased in the absence of the prisoner to a person 
immediately after the accident, upon the authority of Aveaon v. Kinnaird (Lord) 
(1805), 6 East, 188, 193; see also Thompson v. Trevanion (1693), Skin. 402. In 
72. V. Lunny (1854), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 477 (Ir.) (a case of murder), Monahan, O.J,, 
admitted evidence of a statement made by the deceased to the first person who 
saw him after, though apparently not immediately after, the blows which 
caused death. In 72. v. Bedingfidd (1879), 14 Cox, C. C. 341 (murder), it was 
sought to put in evidence a statement made by the deceased, who came suddenly 
into a room with her throat cut from a room in which she had just left the 
prisoner, who also had his throat cut; Cockburn, C.J., refused to admit the 
statement as it was not part of anything done, or anything said while some- 
t^ng was being done, but something said after the act was done ; but os to this 
decision see 1 Taylor on Evidence, 10th ed., 412, n. In 72. v. Goddard (1882), 15 
Cox, C. C. 7 (murder), Hawkins, J., refused to admit os part of the res gestoe a 
statement of the deceased as to who inflicted the mortal injuries upon her, 
although made ten minutes after they were inflicted, but he afterwards 
admitted the statement as a dying declaiution, as the deceased had also at the 
same time said she was dying. 

A statement made by the deceased before the injury causing the death may 
be admitted to prove his condition of health at the time of the statement (72. v. 
Johnson (1847), Aldeeson, B. ; 72. v. Oloster (1888), 16 Cox, 0. C. 471, 473, 
Charles, J.), or where it is made in the course of the office or business of the 
deceased (72. v. .Pwc/c2ey (1873), 13 Cox, C. C. 293, Lush, J., in which case the 
deceased was a police officer, and the statement admitted was a verbal report to 
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8£0T«1, 

Acts 

involving 

bodily 

Injury. 

VerdicT 


Pnoisbment. 


Womim 

pleading 

pregnancy. 


Suicide. 


(vii) Verdid cmd I^nUhmerd. 

1194. Upon an indictment for murder the jury may convict of 
manslaughter (p), if there ifl anything in the evidence to rebut the 
primd facie presumption of murder {q). 

A person tried for the murder of any child may, if acquitted of 
that offence, and if the facts so warrant, be convicted by the same 
jury of concealment of the birth of the child (r). 

If two or more persons are jointly indicted for murder, the court 
may order separate trials, if the justice of the case so requires («). 

1195. The punishment for murder is death, and the offender 
must be executed and buried within the walls of the prison where 
he is confined at the time of execution (t). 

1196. The punishment for manslaughter is penal servitude for 
life or for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or with- 
out hard labour for not more than two years or a fine with or 
without such penal servitude or imprisonment ; the offender may 
be required to find sureties for good behaviour (a). 

1197. If a woman is convicted of murder, she may, when called 
upon after judgment to say why execution should not follow on the 
judgment, plead that she is quick with child (ii). 

Bub-Sect. 2.— Suicide. 

1198. Suicide is self murder by a person of sound understanding 
and of an age sufficient to be convicted of murder. It is a felony at 
common law. If a coroner’s jury finds a verdict of suicide in 
respect of any person, the coroner is to give directions for the 

his superior as to whore he was about to go) ; hut not whore it is a statement 
of intention, not made by the deceased in the course of duty {R. v. Wainwnght 
(1875), 13 Cox, 0. 0. 171, Cockburn, C.J. ; and see R v. Fook (1871), ibid. 
172, n,, Bovill, C.J.), nor whore it is a statement as to the person by whom, 
or the manner in which, certain symptoms were caused (72. v. Qloster, supra ) ; 
see also R. v, Nicholas (1846), 2 Car. & Kir. 246, 248, and 72. v. Uorsford^ 
mentioned by Hawkins, J., in 72. v. Rowland (1898), 62 J. P. 459. In 22. v. 
Edwards (18721, 12 Cox, C. 0. 230 (murder), Quain, J., admitted evidence of a 
statement maae by the deceased eight days before the murder os to threatfc 
which she said the prisoner had used towards her— sed quccre, 

(p) R, V. Mackalley (1612), 9 Co. Rep. 61 b, 67 b; 72. v. Greenwood (1857), 7 
Cox, C. 0. 404, and of the common law misdemeanour of an attempt to commit 
murder (Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 9, and see 
p. 5d3, post), 

{q) 72. v. Maloney (1861), 9 Cox, 0. 0. 6, Byles, J. ; 72. v. French (1879), 14 
Cox, 0. C. 828. 

(r) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 60; see 
p. 598, post, 

(s) 72. v. Jackson (1857), 7 Cox, C. C. 357, Bramwell, B., where the prisoners 
had mode statements implicating each other. 

(2) Offences against tne Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), ss. 1, 3; 
Capital Punishment Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet c. 24), ss. 2, 6, and 
see 8. 5 as to the holding of an inquest upon the body. As to punishment of 
persons under sixteen, see Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 67), s, 103 ; and 
p. 420, antse 

(a) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viot o. 100), s. 5 ; Penal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. o. 69), s. 1. 

(h) This must apparently be alleged by her, and not by her counsel (R. v. 
Nunt (1847), 2 Cox, 0. 0. 261, Erls, J,). As to quick with diild,” see Taylor, 
Aledioal Jurisprudence, 5th ecL, IL, 39; and as to the plea, see p. 375, ante. 
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interment of snch person in a churchyard or other burial ground (c). Bbot. i. 
The rites of Christian burial are not authorised to be performed on Acts 
the interment of the remains of a person who has committed suicide, Involving 
. unless the deceased is shown to have been non compos mentis at bodily 
the time. 

An attempt to commit suicide is a common law misde- 
meanour (d), punishable by fine or imprisonment without hard 
labour. 


ScB-SEcr. i.—Altempli to Murder. 

1199 . It is by statute (e) a felony to administer or cause to be A<iminister. 
administered te or to be taken by any person any poison or other 
destructive thing (/), or by any means whatsoever to wound or to 
cause grievous bodily harm to any person (g), with intent in any of 
such cases to commit murder. The indictment must allege what 
substance was administered and that it was a poison or a destructive 
thing Qi). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 


(c) Interments (felo de se) Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet. c. 19), s. 4. See 
titles Coroners, Vol. VIII., p. 273; Burial and Cremation, Vol. III., 
p. 561. 

(d) R. V. Doody (1854), 6 Cox, C. C. 463. If the defendant was drunk at the time, 
his drunkenness, though no excuse in itself, is a material fact to be considered 
by the jury in deciding whether he really intended to destroy himself (ibid,). 
Suicide is not murder within the meaning of the Offences a^inst the Berson 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), and the attempt to commit it is therefore triable 
at quarter sessions {R> v. Buryess (1852), 32 L. J. (M. 0.) 65, C. C. E.). As to an 
agreement or incitement to commit suicide, see p. 673, ante. 

(e) Offences against the Terson Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viot. c. 100), s. 11, and 
see p. 010, note (o), poet. 

(/) To constitute the administering there need not be a manual delivery to 
the person intended to be poisoned ; it is sufficient that poison is prepared and 
intentionally left in a place where he would be likely to take it (R. v. Harley 
(1830), 4 0. & P. 309, Pajik, J. ; R. v. Dale (1852), 0 Cox, C. C. 14, WlOUTMAN, J.^. 
If the poison is taken by some person for whom it was not intended, this 
is an adfministration to the person who has actually taken it (R. v. Lewis (1833), 
6 C. & P. 161, Gurney, B. ; R. v. Michael (1840), 9 0. & P. 356, Alderson, B.) ; 
see, however, R. v. Ryan (1839), 2 Mood & E. 213, in which Parke, B., doubted 
the con-ectness of the ruling in R, v. Lewis^ supra. 

(y) As to wounding, see p. 600, post; os to grievous bodily harm, p. COI, 
post. It is not necessary that the wound should bo near a vital part or of a 
dangerous nature likely to cause death {R. v. OriffUh (1824), 1 0. & P, 298, 
Park, J.). But there must be a positive intention to murder, and it is not 
sufficient that if death had resulted, the prisoner would have been guilty of 
minrder, unless he actually intended to commit that crime (R. v. CruH (1838), 
8 0. & P. 541, Patteson, j. ; R. v. Jones (1840), 9 C. & P. 268). 

(A) R. V. Bowles (1831), 4 C. & P. 571. If a substance poisonous in itself is 
administered with intent to murder, the offence is committed, although owinjg 
to a mistime of the prisoner the quantity administered, or the form in which it 
is administered, is such as to render the substance innocuous (i?. v. Cluderay 
(1850) 4 Cox, C. 0. 84, C. 0. E.). In R. v. Cadman (1825), 1 Mood. 0. Cf. 
114, it appears to have been held by the lodges that thoio was noadminis- 
tratiou, umess some of the poison was swallowed, and that taking it into the 
mouth only is not enough to constitute an administration; but the reports of 
this case and the statement of Park, J., in B. y. Earlev, supra, os to his recol- 
lection of it do not idtogether agree, and in B, y. Wal/ord (1898), 34 L. J. 116, 
Wills, J., declined to follow it. In any such case also the prisoner could now 
be oonyicM of attempting to administer under s. 14, see p. 594, post. 
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Cbiminal Law and Procedure. 


Sect. 1. 
Acts 

involving 

bodily 

lojnnr. 


Infliction of 
injtuy with 
intent to 
murder. 


not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than ten years (i). 

1200. Anyone is by statute (k) guilty of a felony : — 

(1) Who by the explosion of gunpowder or other explosive sub- 
stance destroys or damages any building with intent to commit 
murder (1) ; 

(2) Who sets fire to any ship or vessel, or any part thereof or any 
part of the tackle, apparel, or furniture thereof, or any goods therein, 
or casts away or destroys any ship or vessel, with intent in any 
such case to commit murder (m ) ; 

(8) Who attempts to administer to or attempts to cause to be 
administered to or to be taken by any person any poison or other 
destructive thing, or to shoot at any person, or by drawing a trigger 
or in any other manner to attempt to discharge any kind of loaded 
arms (n) at any person (o), or to attempt to drown, suffocate, or 
strangle any person, with intent in any of such cases to commit 
murder, whether any bodily injury be inflicted or not(p); 

(4) Who by any means other than those specified above attempts 
to commit murder (q). 


(i) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 11 (see 
also as to attempting to administer poison, s. 14); Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 64 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. These offences are not triable at quarter sessions 
(Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1). As to other attempts 
see infra, 

{k) Ibid., 68. 12—15. 

(I) Ibid., s. 12. 

?m) Ibid., s. 13. 

(n) Guns, pistols, or other arms loaded in the bairel with gunpowder or any 
other explosive substance, and ball, shot, slug, or other destructive material, are 
deemed to be loaded arms within the meaning of the Act, although the 
attempt to discharge the same may fail from want of proper priming or from 
any other cause {ibid., s. 19). A revolver loaded in some of its chambers is 
a loaded arm within the meaning of s. 14, although when the prisoner pulled 
the trigger the hammer fell on an unloaded chamber (R. v. Jackson (1890), 
17 Cox, 0. 0, 104, CnAHLES, J.). A box or can containing explosives and 
detonators is not a loaded arm within the meaning of the section {R. v. 
Mountford (1835), 7 0. & P. 242, Williams, J.), but the offender will bo 
punishable upon an indictment under s. 15 (see infra) ; see as to explosions caused 
by such moans, p, 603, post, 

(o) As to attempts to shoot, see p. 600, post. 

Ip) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 14. Where 
the prisoner shot at a person mistaking him for another whom he intended to 
kill, the indictment alleging the intent to be to murder the foimer, and the 
jury found that the prisoner had no intention to murder the person killed, a 
verdict of acquittal was entered {R. v. IIoU (1836), 7 C. & P. 618) ; see also 
R, V. Jarvis (1837), 2 Mood. & R. 40 ; R. v. Smith (1856), 7 Cox, 0. 0. 51, 0. 0. E.). 
The indictment may, therefore, allege only a general intent to murder. 

(q) Offences agsdnst the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 15. The 
other means specified in this section only include methods of attempting to 
commit mui’der which ore not tyusdem generis with the means mentioned in 
•8. 11, 12, 13 and 14 {R. v. Brown (1883), 10 Q. B. D. 381, 384, 0. 0. R). An 
attempt to commit suicide is not an attempt to commit murder under this 
section, and it remains a common law misdemeanour {R. v. Burgess (1862), Le. A 
Ca. 258, 0. 0. E.). In E. y. Donovan (1850), 4 Oox, 0. 0.399, where a woman 
had been injmred by jumping from a window to avoid the prisoner* s violence, 
Aldir 80H| B., held Uiat the prisoner could not be convictea of attempting to 
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The punishment for any such offence is penal servitude for 
life or for not less than three years, or imprisonment ^ith or with- 
out hard labour for not more than two years (a). 

Sib-Sbct. 4 . — Conspiracy io Murder* 

1201. Anyone is by statute {h) guilty of a misdemeanour (1) who Conspiracy 
conspires to murder any person, whether a British subject or not, 

|ind whether within the King’s dominions or not ; or (2) who solicits, 
encourages, persuades or endeavours to persuade, or proposes to 
anyperson to murder any other person, whether a British subject 
or not, and whether within the King’s dominions or not. 

The punishment is penal servitude for ten years or for not less 
than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for 
not more than two years (c). 

Where an agreement to murder is proved, it is not necessary to 
show that the conspirators were agreed as to the exact means of 
accomplishing their end {d). 

Persons jointly indicted for this offence may he tried separately, if 
the court so directs, and if in such a case one is convicted, the fact 
that the others have not yet been tried is no ground for postponing 
judgment upon the one convicted (e). 


Sect. 1. 
Acts 

involving 

bodily 

Injniy. 


1202. An article or letter in a newspaper may be an incitement to Incitement 
murder within the meaning of the Offences against the Person Act, murder. 
1861 (/), though no particular person be named, if the incitation is 
directed against the members of a particular class (r/). 

The communication containing the incitement or endeavour to 
persuade must be proved to have reached the person intended to be 
incited, but it is not necessary to show that his mind was affected 
by it (h). If the communication cannot be proved to have reached 
him, the accused may be convicted of the common law misdemeanour 
of an attempt to commit the crime (/). 


murder her, unless the jury wore satisGod that he intended at the time to make 
her jump out; see os to such coses p. 572, ante, uud the authorities there 
cited. 

(a) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 100), ss. 12 — 15; 
Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence is not triable 
at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1). 

(b) Offences against the PorHon Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 100), s. 4. 

(c) Jbid . ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet. c. 38), 
B. 1). 

i d) B, V. Banks (1873), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 393, 398, Quaix, J. 
e) B. V. Ahearne (1852), 6 Cox, C. C. 6, C. C. R. (Ir.), and see pp. 264, 592, ante. 
/) 24 & 25 Viet c. 100, s. 4. 

g) B V. Most (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 244, 0. 0. R ; B. v. Antonelli (1905), 70 
J. P. 4,Phillimore, J. 

(A) B V. Fox (1870), 19 W. R. 109, C. C. R (Ir.); B, v. Krause (1902), 66 
J.P. 121, Lord Alverstone, C.J. 

(f) B. V. Krause, supra; and see B. v. Bansford (1874), 13 Cox, 0. 0. 9, 
0. 0. R In the case of a newspaper the production of a copy published by the 
accu^ and purchased from nim or his agents is some evidence that the 
incitement reached persons intended to be incited (R v. M ^Carthy, [1903] 2 L R. 

146 ). 
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Crihikal Law and PsocEDtrsB. 


SaoT. 1. 
Acta 
Involvinc 
bodily 
iRjory. 

Threatening 
to murder. 


Procuring 

abortion, 


Taking 
drugs etc. 


Sub-Seot. 6 . — Threatening to Murder. 

1203. Everyone is by statute (k) guilty of a felony who maliciously 
sends, delivers, or utters, or directly or indirectly canses to be 
received knowing the contents thereof, any letter or writing 
threatening to kill or murder any person. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for ten years 
■ less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not less than two years (Z). 

Sub-Seot, 6 . — Procuring Abortion, 

1204. It is a felony by statute (m) (1) for any woman with child 
unlawfully to administer to herself any poison or other noxious 
thing or to use any instrument or other means whatsoever with 
intent to procure her own miscarriage; or (2) for any person to 
administer to or cause to be taken by any woman, whether she be 
with child or not, any poison or noxious thing with intent to 
procure her miscarriage, or to use any instrument or other means 
with that intent. 

1205. If a woman takes a substance which is in fact harmless, 
believing it to be a noxious thing and with intent to procure her 
miscarriage, she is guilty of the common law misdemeanour of an 
attempt to procure abortion (n). In order to constitute the statutory 
offence the thing supplied or administered must be proved to be 
noxious (o). 

The quantity of an otherwise noxious drug may be so small as to 
take the case out of the statute (p) ; and a large dose of a drug which 
is harmless when taken in small quantities may be a noxious thing 
within the meaning of the statute (q). 

If a person procures poison for a woman with intent to procure 
her miscarriage, to which intent she is a party, and she does in fact 
take it, though in his absence, he may be convicted of the felony of 
causing it to be taken by the woman, and not merely of the 
misdemeanour of procuring it with that intent (a). 

A woman cannot be convicted of administering poison to herself 
with intent to procure her own miscarriage, or of procuring poison 

(A;) Offences ag:ainst the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 16. To 
put a letter containing threats to murder in a place where it is likely to be seen 
and read by the person to whom it is directed is a sending or uttering of the 
letter within Uie statute (iJ. v. Jones (1851), 5 Oox, 0. 0. 226, per Patteson, J.) ; 
so also is the delivery of the letter to another to be posted (ii. v. Oirdivood 
(1776), 1 Leach, 142). 

(l) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 1001, s. 16 ; Penal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. o. 69), s. 1. This offence is not excluded 
from the jurisdiction of quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 
Viet 0 . 88), s. 1). 

(m) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 68. 

(n) B , V. Brown (1899), 63 J. P. 790, Darling, J. 

(<?) B, V. Isaacs (1862), Le. & Oa. 220. 

(p) B, V. Ferry 0847\ 2 Oox. 0. 0. 223. 

(j) B, v. Cramp (ISSo), 5 Q. B. D. 307, 0. 0. B. ; see, however, B, v. 
ffennah (1877), 13 Cox, 0. 0. 547, decided under Offences against the Person 
Act. 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 100), s. 24. 

(a) B, V. Wilson (1856), DeaiB. & B. 127; B. v. Farrow (1657), Dears. & B. 

164 . 
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with such intent, unless she be in fact with child. But though she 
be not pregnant, she may be convicted of conspiracy to procure Acts 
abortion (6), or of aiding and abetting others in committing the Involving 
felony of administering poison or some noxious thing to her with bodily 
intent to procure her miscarriage (c). ^ ^ 

To prove the intent with which the noxious thing was adminis- 
tered or the instrument used, evidence showing that the prisoner 
had on previous occasions used similar means with the avowed 
intention of procuring abortion, or that he or she had previously 
admitted having often done the same thing, is admissible (d). 

The punishment for such offence is penal servitude for life or 
for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (e). 

1206. Everyone is by statute (/) guilty of a misdemeanour who Procuring 
supplies or procures any noxious thing, or any instrument or thing noxious 
whatsoever, knowing that it is intended to be unlawfully used with 
intent to procure the miscarriage of a woman, whether she be with 
child or not. 

A person who supplies something which he believes to be 
noxious for the purpose of procuring miscarriage cannot be con- 
victed of this misdemeanour, unless it is shown as a fact that the 
substance in question is noxious for that purpose (g). If he knows 
the article supplied to be harmless, he cannot be convicted of 
inciting the w'oman to commit an offence against the statute, 
although he knows that she will take it in^ the belief that it is 
noxious and with intent to procure abortion (/i). 

The fact that medicine supplied by the accused is followed by 
illness and a miscarriage is evidence that the thing supplied is 
noxious (i). 

The offence of supplying a noxious drug is complete even if the 
intention to use it for the purpose of procuring abortion exists only 
in the mind of the person supplying it (a). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 

(h) It, V. TVJn'tchtirch (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 420, 0. 0. R. 

(c) It, y, SocJcett (1908), 72 J. P. 428, 0. 0. A. 

(a) R, y. Bond, [1906] 2 K. B. 389, 405, 417. But such evidence should be 
admtted with great caution. It should only be admitted where the prisoner 
has suggested mat the administration of the drug or the use of the instrument 
was legitimate or accidental on his part, and not where the defence is a denial 
of the act itself. And proof of only one other similar case, without any special 
connection with the case charg^ in the indictment, ought not to be admitted, 
the object of evidence of this kind being to prove a systematic course of conduct 
by the prisoner in such cases and so to negative the defence that his action on 
the parucular occasion was legitimate or accidental (ibid,). Bee also pp. 380, 

589, ante, 

(e) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yici c* 100), s. 58; 

Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69h s. 1. This offence is not 
triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Yiot o. 38), 
s. 1). 

(/) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. a 100), •• 59* 

(a) R v. Isaacs (1862), Le. & Oa. 220. 
m R V. Brown (189^, 63 J. P. 790, Daruno, J* 

(rf R V. JJoWis (1873), 12 Oox, 0. 0. 463, 467. 

(a) R Y. HxUman (1863\ Le. ft Ga. 343b 
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Criminal Law and Procbdurb. 


Biot. 1. 
Acts 

InvolTinB 

bodily 

Ininry. 

Concealment 
of birth. 


than five nor less than three years, or impriponment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (b). 

Sub-Sect. 7. — Concealment of Birth. 

1207. Where a woman has been delivered of a child, it is by 
statute a misdemeanour (c) for any person by any secret disposition 
of the dead body of the child to endeavour to conceal the birth 
thereof, and it is immaterial whether the child died before, at, or 
after its birth. 

The maximum punishment for this offence is imprisonment for 
two years with or without hard labour (d). 

In order to constitute this offence a woman must have been 
delivered of something which may properly be called a child, and 
not the unformed subject of a premature miscarriage (e). The 
child must be so far developed that in the ordinary course of events 
it would have had a fair chance of life when born (/). 

There must be a concealment of the fact of birth, carried out by a 
secret disposition of the body ig), and this implies some act of con- 
cealment (//). Proof that a woman still had the body of her child 
in her possession, though about to dispose of it (i), or that she allowed 
others to take away the body, unless it was at her request or with her 
privity (/c), or that she merely denied that she had given birth to a 
child (0, is not sufficient to support a conviction for concealment. 

There is a concealment when the child is placed where it is not 
likely to be found ; and the most complete exposure of the body in 


(h) OiTences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 69 ; Penal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), a. 1. This offence is triable at quarter 
sessions. 

(c) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 60. 

(<!) Ibid. The defendant may be fined and ordered to find sureties for good 
behaviour {ibid,y s. 71). This offence is not tnable at quarter sessions (Quarter 
Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viot. c. 88), s. 1), 

(f) li. V. Hewitt (1866), 4 P. & F. 1 101. 

(^) It has been said that, although no specific limit can be assigned to the 
period when the chance of life begins, it may perhaps be safely assumed that, 
in the case of a child which has been less than seven months in the womb, the 
great probability is that it would not be born alive (R. v. Derriman (1854), 6 
Cox, 0. 0. 388 ; but see R. v. Calmer (1864), 9 Cox, C. 0. 606, where Martin, B., 
held that a foetus not bigger than a man’s finger, but having the shape of a 
child, might be a child within the meaning of the statute). In this case the 
woman had been confined in the fourth or fifth month after pregnancy, and 
]Mahtin, B., expressed the opinion (at p. 607) that as soon as a foetus which had 
the outward appearance of a child was born, the offence of concealment of birth 
could be committed ; and see Stephen, Digest of Criminal Law, art. 256. It is 
submitted that the question of whether that which was concealed was * ‘ the dead 
body of a child ” is in each case a question of fact for the jury. 

(a) R, v. Rosenberg (1906), 70 J. P. 264, where the child’s body was on the 
bed on which defendant lay, it being covered with a^tticoat, an acquittal being 
directed. Compare R, v. Perry (1865), Dears. C, U. 471, whore the defendant 
put the body under a bolster on which she put her head, the conviction 
oeing upheld. 

(h) R, V. Derham (1848), 1 Cox, C. C. 66, where it was held that the fact that 
the defendant had lent the body in a privy where she said she had been confined 
was no evidence of concealment. 

(i) R. V. SneU (1837), 2 Mood. & E. 44. 

ik) R. V. Bate (1871), 11 Cox, 0. C. 686 ; E. v. Douglas (1836), 7 C. & P. 644; 
B. V. Bird (1849), 2 Car. & Kir. 817 ; R. v. ShelUm (1860), 8 Oar. & Kir. 119, 

(0 R. Y. Turner (1839), 8 C. & P. 766. 
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a secluded place where it would not be likely to be found may be a 
concealment But leaving it in a street, though it may amount 
to a public nuisance, is not a concealment of birth (?i). 

The secret disposition need not be in a place where it is intended 
finally to leave the body; a temporary place of concealment is 
BuflScient (o). 

Tho dead body must be found and identified as that of the child 
the attempted concealment of whose birth is alleged ( p). 

A person does not commit the offence of endeavouring to conceal 
the birth of a child, if such person puts it while it is still alive in a 
place of concealment, even though it may subsequently die (q ) ; but if 
such person later on visits the place, and, finding the child dead, 
replaces the clothes or other things with which it was concealed, 
she commits this offence (r). 

The offence does not consist in the concealment of the birth of a 
child from any particular individual, but in such a concealment as 
would keep the world at large in ignorance of the birth (/?). 

1208. An indictment for concealment of birth must specify the 
particular act of concealment charged (t), and must allege that the 
child the concealment of whose birth is charged was dead at the time 
of the concealment (a), but need not specify whether the child died 
at or after birth {h). 

It is a question of law for the judge whether there is evidence 
that the place where the body was put was such that the body might 
have been disposed of there so as to conceal it. It is for the jury to 
say whether the body had in fact been so disposed of by the 
defendant, and with intent to conceal the birth (c). 

1209. If any person tried for the murder of a child is acquitted, 
the same jury which tried the prisoner may find, if it shall so appear 
in evidence, that the child had recently been born, and that the 
prisoner did, by some secret disposition of its dead body, endeavour to 
conceal its birth ; the prisoner may then be sentenced, as if he or she 
had been convicted upon an indictment for concealing the I \rth (d). 


(in) R, V. Ih'own (1870), L. R. 1 C. C. R. 244 ; 8oo also R. v. Sleep (1864), 9 
Cox, C. 0. 659 ; R. v. Cook (1870), 11 Cox, C. 0. 542; R. v. Ros&nherg (1906), 
70 J. P. 264 ; R. v. George (1868), 11 Cox, C. 0. 41 ; R. v. Waterage (1846), 1 
Cox, 0. 0. 338. 

(ii) R. V. Clark (1883), 15 Cox, 0. C. 171. 

(o) R. V. Perry (1856), Dears. C. 0. 471. 

Ip) R. V. Williams (1871), 11 Cox, C. C. 684, Montague Smith, J. 

(q) R. V. May (1867), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 448, C. C. R. ; but, according to tho 
circumstances, the woman would be guilty of murder or manslaughter, or of 
cruelty to the child. 

(r) R, V. Hughes (1850), 4 Cox, C. C. 449, Lord Campbell, C.J. 

(«) R, v. Morris (1848), 2 Cox, C. C. 489, Coltman, J. ; U. v. Uigley (1830), 
4 C. & P. 366. 

it) R. V. Hounsell (1840). 2 Mood. & R. 202. 

(a) R. V. Davis (1829), 3 Russell on Crimes, 167. 

(5) R, V. Citxhead (1845), 1 Car. & Kir. 623 ; R, v. Turner (1839), 8 0. & P. 765. 

(c) R. v. Clarke (1866), 4 F. & F. 1040, Martin, B. 

(d) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 100), s. This 
applies although the prisoner has only been tried on a coroner’s inquisition, and 
not upon indictment [R. v. Maynard (1812), Buss. & By. 240, where the l^maid 
jiuy nad ignored the oill of inaictment). 
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Bub-8eot. 8 — Wounding etc* with intent to Maim etc, 

1210. Everyone is by statute (e) guilty of felony who by any 
means whatever unlawfully and maliciously wounds or causes 
grievous bodily haiin to any person, or shoots or attempts to 
discharge loaded arms at any person, with intent in any of these 
cases to maim, disfigure or disable, or to do some other grievous 
bodily harm to any person, or with intent to resist or prevent the 
lawful apprehension or detainer of any person. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (/). 

1211, In order to constitute a wounding there must be an injury 
to the person by which the skin is broken (g) ; the continuity of the 
whole skin must be severed, not merely that of the cuticle or upper 
skin (h). The skin severed need not, however, be external (i) ; but it 
is not sufficient to prove merely that a flow of blood was caused (fc), 
unless there is evidence to show where the blood originally came 
from (Z). 

It is not necessary that any instrument should have been used, as 
injury caused for instance by a kick may be a wounding (in). 

An injury may amount to grievous bodily harm without being 
either permanent or dangerous, if it is such as seriously to interfere 
with comfort or health (n), but some grievous injury must have 
been caused to the body itself, either with a weapon or without a 
weapon, as by a blow with the fist or by pushing a person down (o). 

By loaded arms is meant any gun, pistol, or other arms loaded 
in the barrel with some explosive and ball, shot, or other destructive 
material, although the attempt to discharge such gun etc. may fail from 
want of proper priming or any other cause (p). The trigger need not 
actually be pulled in order to constitute an attempt to discharge (q). 

If the act charged is unlawful and done wilfully and intentionally, 
and without any circumstances to justify it and take away its 
primd facie character of unlawfulness, it is malicious (r). Malice 
against the individual actually injured is not essential; general 
malice, i.e., an intention to do an unlawful act, is sufficient («). 

(e) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 100), s. 18. 

(/) Ibid. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. o. 38), 
s. 1). 

{g) Moriarty v. Brooks (1834), 6 0. & P. 684 ; R. v. Beckett (1836), 1 Mood. & 
E. 626. 

1 h) R. V. M^Loughlin (1838), 8 0. & P. 635. 
i) R. V. Smith (1837), 8 0. & P. 173. 

k) R. V. Janes (1848), 3 Oox, 0. 0. 441. 

1) R. V. Waltham (1849), 3 Cox, 0. C. 442. 

m) R. V. Luffill (1843), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 49. 

w) R. V. Ashman (1868), 1 F. & F. 88, Willes, J. 

(o) R. V. CZarenctf (l888), 22 Q. B. D. 23, 41, 0. 0. R, Stephen, J. ; decided 
on similar words in (Jffenoes against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 100), 

B. 20. 

(p) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viot. o. 100), s. 19. 

\q) R. V. Duckworth, [1892] 2 Q. B. 83, 0. 0. R. (overruling R y. St, Qeorgs 
(1840), 9 0. & P. 483) ; R, v. Linneker, [1906] 2 K. B. 99, 0. 0. R 

! r) R. V. Clarence, supra, at p. 36. 
s) R. V. Hunt (1826^ 1 Mood, 0. 0. 93. 
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On ftn indictment for wounding with intent the actual intent 6 k>t. i. 
must be proved (t). In considering what will amount to evidence of Acts 
an intent to dq grievous bodily harm regard must be had to the Involyhic 
weapon, if any, used, and the conditions under which it was used. bodily 
The mere striyng of the blow with a fist, even though grievous 
bodily harm be done, is not of itself sufficient evidence to show intent mnst 
an intent to do grievous bodily harm (a). be proved. 


Where the distance at which a gun is fired is so great that 
serious injury does not and was not lihely to result, the shooting, 
though the gun be aimed at the prosecutor, will not of itself be 
evidence of a shooting with intent to maim or to do grievous bodily 
harm (t). 

The intent need not be an intent to do grievous bodily harm to 
the person actually injured, the offence being complete if there be 
an intent to maim, disfigure etc. any person (c). 

Sub-Seot. 9 — Unlawful Wounding etc. 

1212. Everyone is by statute (d) guilty of a misdemeanour who Dnlawful 
unlawfully and maliciously wounds or causes grievous bodily harm wounding, 
to any person either with or without any weapon or instrument. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not 
more than five nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (e). 

Though there be no intent to wound, yet a person may be guilty 
of unlawful wounding if he uses a weapon which is known to be 
calculated to wound (/'). 

Upon the trial of an indictment for any felony, except murder 
or manslaughter, where the indictment alleges that the defendant 
cut, stabbed, or wounded any person, if the jury are satisfied that 
the defendant is guilty of the cutting, stabbing, or wounding, but 
are not satisfied that he is guilty of the felony charged in the 
indictment, they may acquit him of the felony and convict him of 
unlawfully wounding, and he may then be punished for that 
offence (g). 

(t) R, V. Cox (1859), 1 F. & F. 664. 

(a) R. V. Wheder (1844), 1 Oox, C. 0. 106. 

(h) R* v. Abraham (1845), 1 Oox, 0. 0. 208, where the prisoner was only 
forty or fifty yards distant, and fired at the prosecutor intentionally, and the i ury 
were directed to acquit of the felony and convict of a common assault only, a 
direction which upon the facts seems difficult to understand ; and see R, v. 

If'drd (1872), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 356 ; decided upon s. 20. 

(c) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 100), s. 18; 
compare R. v. Btopford (1870), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 643; R, v. Lynch (1846), 1 Cox, 

C. 0. 361, where the prisoner mistook the prosecutor for another person, 
and R, v. Fretwell (1864), Le. & Ca. 443, where the prisoner fired at a group of 
persons intending generally to do grievous bodily harm. 

\d\ Offences agamst the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 20. As to 
what constitutes wounding and grievous bodily harm, see p. 600, ante, 

(e) Ibid, ; Penad Servitude Act, 1891 (54 Sc 55 Viet. o. 69\ s. 1. This offence 
is triable at quarter sessions. 

(/) R, V. Coa?, supra; see also R, v. Ward^ supra^ vrh&re the defendant!]^ mis- 
chievously shot in me direction of the prosecutor with a view to frighten him, 
thelatter was seriously injured, and the court upheld a conviction under this section. 

(^) Prevention of Offences Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 19), s. 5. This section 
appears to apply only to the felonies of wounding with intent to mi^er under 
•• 11 of the Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 Sc 25 Viet. c. 100), 
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1218* Where a man unlawfully and maliciously does an act 
calculated to cause a panic in a public assembly places a bar 
across the door in such a way as to cause a crush in which persons 
are injured), he may be convicted of the offence of causing grievous 
bodily harm (/i). 

Where one person produces in the mind of another such a sense 
of immediate danger as causes the other to endeavour to escape, 
the person responsible for the creation of that state of mind is 
also responsible for any injuries which may result to the person 
who endeavours to escape (i). 

As in the case of felonious wounding O’), it is immaterial whether 
the person actually struck is the person whom the prisoner intended 
to strike (Jk), 

Sub-Sect. IQ-- Attempt to Choke etc, with intent to commit an Indictable Offence. 

1214. Everyone is by statute (Z) guilty of a felony who by any 
means whatever attempts to choke, suffocate or strangle, or by 
means calculated to produce that effect attempts to render any 
person unconscious or incapable of resistance, with intent to enable 
the assailant himself or another person to commit, or with intent 
to assist in committing, any indictable offence. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years and imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years ; and the court may order the 
offender, if a male, to be whipped (?;?). 

Sub-Sect. 11 — Adminidering Drug with intent to commit an Indictable Offence, 

1215. Everyone is by statute (n) guilty of a felony who administers 
to or causes to be taken by any person any chloroform, laudanum, 
or other stupefying or overpowering drug or thing, or attempts to 
do so with intent to enable himself or any other person to commit, or 
with intent to assist in committing, any indictable offence. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 


•wounding with intent to maim, disfigure, or disable, or to do grievous bodily 
harm, or to resist lawful apprehension under s. 18 of that statute, and wounding 
an officer employed in the prevention of smuggling under the Customs Con- 
solidation Act, 187G {39 & 40 Viet. o. 36), s. 193. It does not apply to any case 
where the indictment does not allege a felonious cutting, stabbing, or wounding, 
and a prisoner indicted under s. 18 for a felonious shooting, and for doing 
grievous bodily harm with intent to do grievous bodily harm, cannot, on tliat 
indictment, be convicted of unlawful wounding (R, v. Miller (1879), 14 Cox, 
C. C. 366). 

(A) R, V. Martin (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 64, C. C. R 

(i) R, V. Ilalliday (1889), 61 L. T. 701, C. C. B. ; R, v. Ward (1872), L. B. 1 
C. C. B. 866 ; and see p. 672, an^e. 

f SIaa Tk Ani 

(k) R. yf Latimer (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 369, C. C, R 

(/) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet c. 100), s. 21. 

(m) Ibid. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), 
s. 1) ; Garrotters Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 44). As to whipping see p. 664,po6<. 

(n) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 22. And 
p. 614, posit as to administeMg stupefying drugs etc. to a woman with a 

view to have carnal connection with her. This offence is not triable at quarter 
sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 A 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1). 
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not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (o). 

Sub-Seot. 12 — AdmxnUtering Poison ek, so as to Endanger Life* 

1216. Eve^one is by statute (p) guilty of a felonjr who unlaw- 
fully and maliciously administers or causes to be admmistered to or 
taken by any person any poison or other destructive or noxious 
thing so as thereby ei&er to endanger the life of such person 
or to inflict upon him grievous bodily harm. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than ten nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years {q). 

If the poison or noxious thing be administered with intent to 
injure, aggrieve, or annoy any person, the offence is a misde- 
meanour (r), and the punishment is penal servitude for not fnoro 
than five nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years («). 

But if, in fact, grievous bodily harm is caused by the noxious 
thing, the prisoner is guilty of the felony above referred to, although 
the intent was merely to injure or annoy {i)* 

On an indictment charging the felony of administering poison so 
as to cause grievous bodily harm the jury may convict of the 
misdemeanour of administering it with intent to injure or 
annoy (a). 

The drug or thing administered must in this case be noxious in 
itself, and not merely so when taken in excess, or the prisoner cannot 
be convicted, although there may have been an intent to injure or 
annoy {h). It is sufficient that the actual amount administered is 
enough to cause injury, even though when taken in smaller quantities 
the particular thing given would be harmless (c). And probably if 
the thing administered were a recognised poison, the quantity used 
would be immaterial (d). The administering does not necessarily 
consist in the actual giving of the poison to the prosecutor by the 
accused. It is sufficient if poison be placed by the accused where 
it will be taken {e ) ; or if it be handed to a third person in order 
that it may be given to another, although it may ultimately reach 
and be taken by someone for whom it was not intended (/'). 

The admfnistration of cantharides to a woman with the intention 
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(o) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 22 ; Penal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. o. 69), s. 1. This offence is not triablo at 
quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1). 

(j 5 ) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 23. 

{q) Ihid. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. o. 69), a. 1. This offence 
is triable at quarter sessions. 

(r) Ihid.y 8. 24. 

(«) Ihid. ; The offender may be fined {ibid.y s. 71); Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69). s. 1. 

(0 Tulley V. Corrie (1867), 10 Cox, C. C. 584, 640. 

(a) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 25. 
lb) B. V. Hennah (1877), 13 Cox, C. C. 547. 

(c) R. V. Cramp (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 307, C. C. E. ; decided under s. 58. 
id) Ihid. 

U R. V. Harletj (1830), 4 0. & P. 369. 

(/) R. V. MicI^ (1840), 9 C. A P. 356; B. t. Lewie (1833), 6 01 A P. 161 1 
and see note {g) on p. 593, ante. 
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of exciting her sexual passion is an administration of a noxious thing 
with intent to injure or annoy (gr). 

Sub-Sect. 13 — Injury ly Ea^loston or Corrosives, 

1217. Everyone is by statute (h) guilty of a felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously burns, maims, disfigures or disables, or does 
grievous bodily harm to any person by the explosion of any 
explosive substance. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years. If the offender is a male under 
sixteen years of age, in addition to any other punishment he may 
be whipped (t). 


1218. Everyone is by statute (k) guilty of a felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously (1) causes any explosive substance to explode; 
or (2) sends to or causes to be taken or received by any person 
any explosive substance or other dangerous or noxious thing ; or 
(3) places anywhere or throws at or upon or otherwise applies to 
any person any corrosive fluid, or any destructive or explosive 
substance, with intent, in any such case, to burn, maim, disfigure 
or disable any person, or to do grievous bodily harm to any 
person, whether any bodily injury be effected or not. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years. If the offender is a male under 
sixteen years of age, in addition to any other punishment he may 
be whipped (i). 

1219. Everyone is by statute (m) guilty of a felony who unlaw- 
fully and maliciously places or throws in, into, against or near 
any building, ship or vessel any explosive substance with intent 
to do any bodily injury to any person, whether or not an explosion 
takes place or any bodily injury is effected. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for fourteen 
or for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years. If the offender is a male under 
sixteen years of age, in addition to any other punishment he may 
be whipped (n). 


(^) a, V. WiUeins (1861), Le. & Ca. 89. As to the administration of stupefying 
drugs see p. 602, onto, andjpp. 612, 614, post, 

(A) Oifences against the rerson Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yiot. o. 100), s. 28. 

(t) Ibid, ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet c. 69), s. 1. This offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), 
s. 1). 

(A;) Ihid,t s. 29. Boiling water may be a destructive substance within the 
meaning of the section (e, v. Crawford (1846), 2 Car. & Kir. 129). As to 
explosives, see also p. 776, post, 

(/) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 29 ; Penal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viot o. 69), s. 1. This offence is not triable at 
quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet o. 38), s. 1). 

(m) Offences a^nst the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. o. 100), s. 80. 

(n) Ibid,; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet c. 69), s. 1. This offence 
is not, it seems, excluded from the jurisdiction of quarter sessions (Quarter 
Sessions Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viot o. 38), s. 1). As to damaging buildings by 
explosion wi^ intent to murder, see p. 694, ante. 
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1220 . Everyone is by statute (p) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
knowingly has in his possession, or makes any gunpowder, 
explosive substance, or any dangerous or noxious thing, or any 
machine, instrument, or thing, with intent by means thereof to 
commit any felony mentioned in the Offences against the Person 
Act, 1861(g). 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment for not more than 
two years with or without hard labour and, in the case of a male 
under sixteen years of age, a whipping (r). 

Sub-Sect. 14 . — Setting Man-trap$ etc. 

1221. Everyone is by statute {a) guilty of a misdemeanour who getting 
sets or places, or causes to be set or placed, any man-trap, spring- man-traps, 
gun, or other engine calculated to destroy human life or inflict 
grievous bodily harm, with the intent that it shall, or whereby it 

may, destroy or inflict grievous bodily harm on a trespasser or 
other person coming in contact with it. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than five nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (i). 

A person who knowingly and wilfully permits any such engine, 
which may have been set or placed in any place in his possession or 
occupation by some other person, to continue so set or placed is 
deemed to have set or placed it with the above-mentioned intent (c). 

It is not forbidden to set such traps as are usually set with the 
intent of destroying vermin, or to set, between sunset and sunrise, a 
mantrap, spring gun, or other engine in a dwelling-house for its 
protection (d). The statute creating the misdemeanour only applies 
to instruments set with the intention to do grievous bodily harm, or 
whereby grievous bodily harm is actually caused (c). 

Sub-Sect. 16 . — Furious Drinng, 

1222. Everyone is guilty of amisdemeanour ( /*) who, having the Furioui 
charge of any carriage or vehicle, by wanton or furious driving or dnving, 
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(р) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet c. 100), s. 64. 

iq) 24 & 26 Viet. c. 100. 

(rj Ibid., 8. 64. This offence, it Boems, is triable at quarter sessions. As to 
offences under the Explosive Substances Act, 1883 (46 Vict. o. 3), seep. 775, post, 
and title Explosives. 

(a) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Vict. c. 100), s. 31. 

(b) Ibid. The defendant may also be fined and ordered to find sureties (ibid., 
B. 71 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Vict. c. 69), s. 1). This offence is 
triable at quarter sessions. 

(с) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Vict. c. 100), s. 31. 

U) Ibid. 

(c) Jordin v. Grump (1841), 8 M. & W. 782, 787 ; a dogspear is therefore not 
within the section. 

(f) Offences a^inst the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Vict. o. 100), s. 35* A 
bicvcle is a vehicle within the meaning of this section (R. v* Parker (1896), 69 
J. F. 793). Furious driving is punishaole summarily by a fine of £6 (Highways 
Act, 1836 (6 A 6 Will. 4, c. 60), s. 78) ; see also as to riding or driving to toe 
oommon dsmger and the arrest of the offender. Public Health Acts Amendment 



Criminal Law and Procedubb. 




SaoT. 1. 
Acts 

inrotving 

bod^ 

Injoiy. 


Amnlt. 


False 

imprison- 

mont. 


racing, or other wilful misconduct, or by wilful neglect, does or 
causes to be done to any person any bodily harm. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for two years (g). 

Sub-Sect. 16. — Assault, 

1223. An assault is an offer or attempt to apply force or violence 
to the person of another in an angry or hostile manner ; and if force 
be actually applied, either illegally or without the consent of the 
person assaulted, and in an angry, rude, revengeful, or violent 
manner, the assault becomes a battery, however slight the force 
may be (h). Every battery includes an assault. 

Mere words can never amount to an assault (i). There must be 
some act indicating an intention of assaulting, or which an ordinary 
person might reasonably construe as indicating such an intention, 
or some act amounting to an attempt. 

If no actual violence is used, there must, to constitute an assault, 
be some threatening act sufficient to raise in the mind of the person 
threatened a fear of immediate violence; therefore, if an offer 
is made to strike a person with the fist, at such a distance 
as to make it impossible for a blow to reach, there is no 
assault ; so, too, where a pistol is presented at a range to which the 
ball cannot by any possibility carry (k)» 

1224. It is a common law misdemeanour punishable by fine and 
imprisonment to imprison any person without lawful cause (1). 


Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 53), s. 79. A person driving a motor car recklessly 
or negligently, or at a speed or in a manner dangerous to the public, is liable 
on summary conviction to a penalty of £20, and on a second conviction to a 
fine of £60 or imprisonment for three months. There are also penalties for 
driving at a greater speed than twenty miles per hour (Motor Car Act, 1903 
(3 Edw. 7, c. 36), ss. 1, 9, 11). 

(a) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 100), s. 35. The 
doiendant may also be fined and ordered to find sureties (ibid., s. 71). This 
offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(h) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 62, s. 5. 

(t) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 15, s. 1. 

{k) See R. v. St. Qeorge (1840), 9 C. & P. 483, 490; R, v. March (181-1), 1 Car. 
& Kir, 496; compare R, v. Renshaw (1847), 2 Cox, 0. 0. 285 ; R, v. Cvtesworth 
(1705) 6 Mod. Eep. 172. Putting a noxious thing into liquor in order that a person 
may drink it is not an assault or any other common law misdemeanour (^. v. 
Hanson (1849), 2 Car. & Kir. 912 ; R. v. Walkdcn (1846), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 282, not 
following R, V. Dutton (1838), 8 0. & P. 660). But see Offences against the 
Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 24 (p. 603, ante), and Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69), s. 3 (3) (p. 614, post). 
Touching a person so as merely to call his attention, if there is no hostile 
intention, is not a criminal assault {Coward v. Baddeley (1859), 4 H. & N. 478). 
If two or more meet in a narrow passage, and without any violence or 
design of harm one touches the other gently, it is no battery ; but if either 
uses violence to the other to force his in a rude inordinate manner, it will 
be a battery {Cole v. Turner (1704), 6 Mod. Eep. 149). The intention must be 
considered ; so to clap a man on the back in joke or friendship is not an 
assault {WUliaiM v. Jones (1736), Leo ternp, Haro. 298, 301). To cut or injure 
dotkeB which a man is at the time wearing is an assault upon him, though no 
injury may be done or intended to his person {R, v. Day (1845), 1 Cox, C. C, 207). 

(0 Com. Dig. Imprisonment, L, 1 ; 1 East, P. C. 248 ; R, v. Lesley (1860), Bell, 
0. C. 220 ; see HunUsr v. Johnson (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 225. 
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Every restraint of the liberty of one person under the custody of 
another, either in a gaol, nouse, or in the street, is in law an 
imprisonment (wi). 

1225. Generally speaking, in order to constitute an assault it is 
necessary that the act should be done against the will of the person 
assaulted, and, in consequence, consent is usually a good defence to 
a charge of assault (n). If, however, the act amounts to a breach of 
the peace or has a direct tendency to cause a breach of the peace, and 
is therefore injurious to the public, or if the act be a dangerous 
one, consent will afford no defence (o). For these reasons all 
persons taking part in or aiding and abetting a prize fight are 
guilty of assault (p). 

The consent must be that of a rational person who knows the 
nature of the act consented to(q); and fraud as to the nature of 
the act done, or as to the identity of the person doing it, vitiates 
consent (r). Therefore if a medical man strips a female patient 
naked on the pretence that he is thereby diagnosing her case (s), 
or has connection with a female child of fourteen on pretence that 
he is treating her medically (f), he is guilty of an assault. 

Without the consent of a prisoner, a judge or magistrate has no 
power to order an examination of his person, and if in pursuance 
of such an order an examination is made, the person who made 
the order and the person who makes the examination are 
guilty of an assault. But if the prisoner consents, even under 
a misapprehension as to the power to make such an order, 
such consent is an answer to the charge of assault and a 


(m) 1 Buller, Nisi Prius, 22 a. A wronf^fulimprisoiimont amounts to an assault 
(I Hawk. P. C., c. 60, s. 7), even though no violence or threat of violence is 
actuallv used (see li. v, /j?is/>m/(19()0), 69 J. P. 107), and is usually punished as 
such, there being few (if any) reported cases of indictments for false impiis’in- 
meut simply, as an assault is always charged in the same indictment and usually 
in one count with the false imprisonment, as in li. v. Lesley (1860), Bell, 0. C. 220, 
though, a count for false impnson men t alone without alleging an assault is good. 
For forms of indictment see 3 Chitty, Criminal Law, 834. An imprisonment 
may include a battery, but does not necessarily do so [Emmett v. Lyne (1805), 
1 Bos. & P. (n. r.) 255). See, generally, as to false imprisonment, title Trespass. 

()0 R. V. Meredith (1838), 8 C. & P. 589. 

(o) R. V. Coney (1882), 8 Q. B. D. 534, 537, 547, 0. C. R. 

(V) Ihid, ; R. v. Perkins (1831), 4 C. & P. 637 ; R. v. Droim (1841), Oar. & M. 
314. The mere presence at a prize fight of a spectator who takes no part in the 
proceedings, either by word or act, does not, as a matter of law, necessarily 
make him an aider or abettor, but bis presence unexplained may afford some 
evidence that be was present aiding and abetting (R. v. Coney, supra^ at 
pp. 652, 558). 

( 7 ) R. V. Loch (1872), L. R. 2 0. 0. E. 10. 

(r) 7?. V. Clarence (1888), 22 Q. B. D, 23, 43, 0. 0. R., where the majority of 
the judges held that a wife’s consent to her husband having intercourse with 
her was not vitiated by the fact that he fraudulently concealed from her the 
fact that he was suffering from venereal disease. As to a woman permitting a 
man to have intercourse with her under the belief that he is bier husband, 
whom the man is personating, see Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 
(48 & 49 Viet. c. 69), s. 4. p. 612, post. 

(s) B, V. RoeinM (1824), 1 Mok^. 0. 0. 198. 

It) B. V. Case (1850), 1 Den. 580. 

(tt) B» V. Boulton (1871), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 87, 91. The right of a oonstable to 
•earoh a prisoner upon his arrest appears to be impliemy recognised by the 
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submission even under protest is, unless induced by force, a 
sufficient consent. 

In cases of indecent assault the consent of a child under the age 
of thirteen affords no defence (a). 

1226. It is a sufficient defence to a charge of assault that tho act 
alleged was a mere accident (b) ; or that it was done while the parties 
were engaged in a game or sport which was lawful and not seriously 
dangerous to life or limb (c). 

1227. An act is not an assault, if it is done in the course of lawful 
correction, as that of a child by its parent, or that of an apprentice or 
scholar by his master, or in the punishment of a convicted criminal 
according to law by the proper officer (d). In the two former cases the 
correction must be reasonable and moderate and administered with a 
proper instrument, and, in the case of a female, in a decent manner (e). 


Summary Jurisdictioa Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. o. 49), s. 44, but, except in 
the metropolis (as to which see Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Vict. c. 
47), s. 60 ; Canal (Offences) Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. c. 601, s. 11), there is no 
express statutory authority given to make such a searon upon an arrest for 
larceny or similar offences. As to the extent of the right of search at com- 
mon law, see Bmell v. Wihon (1853), 20 L. T. (o. s.) 233; R, v. Bass (1849)^ 
2 Oar. & Kir. 822; Dillon v. O'Brien (1887), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 245 ; R, v. Boulton^ 
snprat at p. 95, and p. 309, ante; Latter v. Braddell (1881), 50 L. J. (q. b.) 166, 
448, 0. A. 

(a) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Vict. o. 45), s. 2. 

Oihbons v. Pepper (1695), 2 Salk. 637 ; Stanley v. Powell^ [1891] 
1 Q. B. 86 . 

(c) R, V. Coney (1882), 8 Q. B. D. 534, 539, 649, 0. 0. P. 

{d) R, V. Hopley (18(l0), 2 F. & P. 202, at p. 206, Cookbttrn, 0. J, ; R, v. Griffin 
(1869), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 402 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 28, s. 23, 8th ed., p. 483; c. 10, 
8. 4, p. 80. See also p. 577, ante, 

(f) R. V. Miles (1842), 6 Jur. 243; i?. v. Hopley (1860), 2 F. & F. 202, 206; 
Cleary v. Booths [1893] 1 Q. B. 465. As to the right of a parent or of a person 
in loco parentis to chastise his child, while under age, in a reasonable manner, 
see 1 Bl. Com. 462 ; 1 Hale. P. C. 473, 474 ; R, v. Conner (1836), 7 0. & P. 438. 
The right of the schoolmaster to chastise a pupil is regarded as a delegation of 
the parental light {Cleary v. Booths supra) y and extends to a responsible 
assistant teacher {Mansell v. Griffin (1908), 99 L. T. 132, 0. A.). The right 
of a parent, teacher, or other person having the lawful control or charge 
of a child or young person to administer punishment to such child or young 
person is recognised and not affected by tho Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 67), s. 37. Notwithstanding early dicta to the contrary, a husband is not 
entitled to inflict peisonal chastisement upon his wife, or to imprison her, 
though probably he may restrain her, if she is about to commit an act which 
would dishonour him {R, v. Lister (1721), 1 Stra. 478; R, v. Jachsoriy [1891] 
1 G. B. 671, 679, 683, 0. A.). It was formerly held that a master might 
moderately chastise his servant {BUke v. Grove (1664), 1 Keb. 661 ; R, v. Keaie 
(1698), Comb. 406, 408; Bac. Abr., tit. Master and Servant, N ; 1 Hawk. P. C., 
c. 29, s. 6 ; fil'd., o, 60, 6. 23 ; Post. 262). In 1785 Sir-WM. Jones, in charging 
a gland jury at Calcutta laid down that a master had this right of chastise- 
ment (Sir Wm. Jones’s Works, Vol. in., pp. 8, 12, cited in MaodoneU, 
Law ox Master and Servant, 2nd ed., p. 30, n.). Since that date there has 
been no judicial opinion expressed on the subject. Text-book writers have 
assumed t^t the right no longer exists in law, but it might be found difficult, 
if the question arose, to disregard the above-mentioned authorities. In the 
case of an apprentice there is no such doubt, as a master is clearly entitled to 
chastise his apprentice for misoonduot, reasonably and in moderation {Penn v. 
Ward (1835), 2 Or. M. & E. 338 ; Walter v. Everard, [1891] 2 a B. 369, 376, 0. A.), 
though this probably is a mere personal right whidn he cannot depute to 
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1228* If the act alleged be done in self defence, it is justified 
provided that no more force is used than is necessary for mere 
defence. If an assault is threatened, as by raising a hand against 
another within a distance capable of the latter being struck, the 
latter may strike in his own defence to prevent it (/), and, although 
unnecessary violence must not be used, if a person strikes at another, 
the person struck at is justified in using such a degree of force as 
will prevent a repetition of the assault 0?). 

1229. A husband may justify a battery in defence of his wife, a 
master in defence of his servant, a child in defence of his parent, 
and vice versa in each case (h). If the violence used is excessive, or 
if it is used after the danger is passed or by way of revenge, the 
assault cannot be justified (t). 

1230. A man is not entitled to use a deadly weapon to repel a 
common assault; to justify the use of such a weapon he must be 
in fear of serious bodily danger or robbery, or some similar crime 
of violence (/c), and must first have retreated as far as possible 
and must not use more violence than is appropriate to the 
occasion (Z). 

1231. A person is justified in using reasonable force in defence of 
his possessions, as for instance in removing a trespasser or preventing 
his entry; or to restrain another from taking or destroying his 
goods. But no more violence must be used than is necessary for 
the purpose (m). 

1232. It is an answer to a charge of assault that the defendant 
was lawfully arresting the prosecutor, either on criminal or civil 
process, and used no more force than was necessary {n). 


another (see Comhes's Case (1613), 9 Co. Rep. 75 a, 76 a). The master of a ship has 
power to inflict moderate and reasonable punishment upon one of his crew for 
riotous and mutinous misconduct {Lamo v. Burnett (1831), 1 Or. & J. 291 ; 
IV ataon v, Christie (1800), 2 B. & P. 224) ; but the right of flogging a disobedient 
or mutinous seaman has perhaps now fallen into desuetude. 

(/) A person so threatened is not limited to warding off a blow, but is justified 
in striking if reasonably necessary for self defence (R. v. Carman Deana (1909), 
73 J, P. 255, 0. 0. A.). 

(^) Anon, (1836), 2 Low. C. 0. 48, Parke, B. ; and compare 1 Sid. 246, and 
p. 586, ante. 

(A) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 60, ss. 23, 24 ; 3 Salk. 46. 

(ti R. V. Driscoll (1841), Car. & M. 214. 

(A) Cockcroft v. Smith (1705), 2 Salk. 642; R. y, Hewlett (1858), 1 P. & P. 91. 

(/) B, V. Odgers (1843), 2 Mood. & R. 479; see p. 587, aiUt, 

(m) 1 Hawk. P, 0., a 60, s. 23; Weaver v. Bush (1798), 8 Term Rep. 78 ; 
ScijU V. Brovm (1884h 51 L. T. 746; Harrison v. Rutland (Duke), [1893] 1 aB. 
142, C. A. ; compare Dean v. Hogg (1834), 10 Bing. 345 ; Holmes v. Bagge (1853), 
1 E. & B. 782, where the dofeiriants haa the full enjoyment of the premises, but 
not the full and exclusive right of possession, and on this ground they were 
unable to justify the forcible removal of the plaintiffs. See also title Trespass ; 
and as to forcible entry and detainer, p. 474, ante, 

(n) 2 Roll. Abr. 646, A ; and perhaps even imder certain circumstances, if 
the object was merely to serve dvu process (Harrison y, Hodgson (1830), 
10 B.& 0.445). 
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1233. A common assault is a misdemeanour punishable with 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for not more than one 
year(o). 

An assault with intent to commit a felony is a misdemeanour for 
which two years’ imprisonment with or without hard labour may 
be awarded (p). 

An assault occasioning actual bodily harm is a misdemeanour, 
the punishment for which is penal servitude for not more than five 
nor for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (a), 

1234. Upon the general principle that whenever a defendant is 
indicted for a misdemeanour which includes in it an offence of minor 
extent and gravity he may be convicted of the minor offence so 
included, a person may be found guilty of a common assault upon an 
indictment charging him with inflicting grievous bodily harm, or 
with unlawful wounding, or with assaulting and causing actual bodily 
harm (d), or upon any indictment charging a misdemeanour which 
includes the lesser misdemeanour of an assault (c). But there 
cannot be a conviction for a common assault upon an indictment for 
feloniously assaulting with intent to rob (d). 


(o) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 100), s. 47. Instead 
of or in addition to imprisonment the offender may be fined and ordered to 
enter into his own recognisances, with or without sureties, to keep the peace and 
be of good behaviour (ibid,, s. 71). This offence is triable at quarter sessions. 
In all cases of assault, except (1) where the assault was committed in the course 
of an attempt to commit felony ; (2) where the justices are of opinion that the 
assault is from any other circumstances a fit subject for prosecution by indict- 
ment ; and (3) where any question arises as to the title to any lands, tenements, 
or hereditaments, or any interest therein or accruing therefrom, or as to any 
bankruptcy or insolvency, or any execution under the process of any court of 
justice, a court of summary jurisdiction may upon complaint of the party 
aggrieved hear the charge, and upon conviction sentence the offender to 
imprisonment for two months, or a fine of £5, or in the case of an aggravated 
assault upon a woman or child, to imprisonment for six months, or a fine of 
£20 (Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), ss. 42, 43. 
46 ; see title Magistrates). If the complaint is dismissed they are required 
to deliver to the defendant a certificate to that effect, and the obtaining 
of such a certificate or, if he has been convicted, the payment of the fine or the 
suffering of the imprisonment awarded, releases him from all further or other 
proceedings for the same cause (ibid., ss. 44, 45). Although the charge may 
nave only been of a simple assault, the certificate will be a bar to an indict- 
ment for an aggmvated assault arising out of the same transaction (i?. v. 
}iilrington (or Ebrington) (1861), 1 B. & S. 688), but not to on indictment for 
manslaughter, if the person assaulted subsequently dies (R, v. Morris (1867), 
L. B. 1 0 . 0 . R. 90). The certificate or the suffering of the punishment should 
be specially pleaded {B. v. Stanton (1851), 5 Cox, C. 0. 324), as was done in R, 
v. Elringtout supra. 

(p) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 38. This 
offence is triable at quarter sessions. The punishment is the same for an assault 
on a clergyman in the performance of his duty (see ibid., s. 36). 

(a) Ibid.^ s. 47 ; and Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This 
offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(h) R. V. Teadon (1861), 9 Cox, C. C. 91, C. C. R. ; R. v. Oliver (1860), 8 Cox, 
0. a 384, C. C. R. 

R. V. Canwr/i (1869), 11 Cox, C. C. 261, C. C. R. ; R. v. Taylor (1869), 
L. R. 1 C. C. R. 194. 

(d) R. T. WoodhaU (1872), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 240, Deniiah, J. 
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Sxjb-Sbot. 1. — Mpe, 

1235. Anyone is guilty of the felony of rape vho has unlawful 
and carnal knowledge of a woman by force and against her will (e). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (/). 

1236. A man cannot be guilty as a principal in the first degree 
of a rape upon his wife, for the wife is unable to retract the consent 
to cohabitation which is a part of the contract of matrimony (^). 
But a husband, who is present and assisting another person to 
commit a rape upon his wife, may upon an indictment for rape be 
convicted as a principal in the second degree (h), as also may a woman 
under similar circumstances (i). 

1237. There must be evidence of penetration of the private 
parts of the woman by the private parts of the prisoner, but the 
slightest penetration is sufficient (/v), and it is not necessary that 
the hymen should be ruptured (/). It is not necessarj" to prove 
actual emission, the carnal knowledge being deemed to be complete 
upon proof of penetration only(w)‘ If penetration cannot be satis- 
factorily proved, the prisoner may be convicted of an attempt to 
commit a rape (n) or of an indecent assault (o). 


(c) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 16, s. 2 (8th ed., L, 122). Ab to the consent of a girl 
under the age of thirteen to the unlawful connection being no defence, eee 
p. (yl2y post. As to boys under fourteen, see p. 240, ante. Ab to a woman being 
guilty of rape as a principal in the second degree, see p. 250, note (r), ante, 

(/) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), b. 48 ; Penal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence is not triable at 
quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1). 

{g) 1 Hale, P. C., p. 629, where Sir Matthew Halo also discusses the question 
whether connection after a voidable marriage, brought about by compulsion and 
violence, amounts to rape. The proposition stated in the text, and otners arising 
from it, were discussed at great length by the Court for Crown Cases Reserved in 
JL V. Clarence pSSS), 22 Q. B. D. 23. Two of the judges who dissented from 
the decision oi the majority declined to admit that the matrimonial consent 
of the wife to connection could not under any circumstances be retracted, and 
an opinion was expressed (per Hawtcins, J., at p. 52) that a husband might be 
convicted of a rape upon his wife, if he had connection with her maliciously 
intending to communicate disease to her. In Popkin v. Ptpkin (1794), 1 Hag. 
Ecc. 765, n. (a divorce case where cruelty was charged), it was said by Lord 
Stowell, at p. 767, n., “ the husband has a right to the person of his wife, but 
not if her health is endangered” ; but whether he referred to a legal or a 
moral right is not clear. 

(/i) 1 Hale, P. C. 629 ; Ji. v. Aud/eg (Lord) (1031), 3 State Tr. 402. 

(0 Jl, V, Ram (1893), 17 Cox, C. C. 609. 

(k) R. v. ZtW(1844), 1 Oar. & Kir. 393; R, v. Stanton (1814), 1 Car. & Kir. 
415. 

(/) R. v. nughee (1841), 2 Mood. C. 0. 190. 

(m) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24&25 Viet. c. 100), s. 63 ; see 
R, V. Maraden, [1891] 2 a B. 149, 0. 0. R. 

(n) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 9. So a person 
charged wi^ aiding and abetting a person in committing a rape may be con- 
victed of aiding and abetting him in attempting to commit it (R, v, Uapgood 
(1870), L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 221). 

(o) Chriminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. o. 69), s. 9. 
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1238 « The connection must have been against the will of the 
woman, except in the case of a girl under the age of thirteen (a). 
A consent obtained by menaces of death or duress is in law no 
consent (b). If a person by giving a woman ^ liquor makes her 
intoxicated to such a degree as to be insensible, and then has 
connection with her, he may be convicted of rape, whether he gave 
her the liquor to cause insensibility or only to excite her(c). If the 
woman is asleep when the connection takes place, she is incapable 
of consent, and although no violence is used, the prisoner may be 
convicted of rape, if he knew that she was asleep (d). 

Submission owing to ignorance of, or to mistake as to the nature 
of, the act done or the person doing it, and induced by the fraud of the 
prisoner, does not constitute consent (c). A person who induces a 
married woman to permit him to have connection with her by 
personating her husband is guilty of rape (/). 

If a woman of unsound mind is in such a state of idiotcy as to be 
incapable of expressing either consent or dissent, and the prisoner 
has connection with her without her consent, he is guilty of rape, 
but otherwise the consent of such a woman, induced by mere 
animal instinct, is sufficient to prevent the act from constituting a 
rape(^). 


(a) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Yict. c. 69), s. 4 ; i?. v, 
liatcliffe (188^, 10 Q. B. D. 74, 0. 0. R. This also applies to an attempt to 
commit the olieiico (It. v. Beale (1865), L. R 1 C. C. E. 10). 

(5) 1 Hale, P. C. 631 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 16, b. 1 ; li. v. Jones (1861), 4 L. T. 
154. 

(c) i?. V. CampHn (1845), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 220, 0. 0. E., where the girl, who was 
thirteen years of age, had refused the prisoner’s advances so long as she remained 
conscious. If anyone else had made her drunk, the prisoner might equally have 
boon convicted. Patteson, J., repudiated the idea that the person of a drunken 
woman by the roadside might be violated with impunity by every passer-by ; as 
to which see also JL v. Fhicher (1859), Bell, 0. C. 63, 71. As to procuring 
defilement of women by threats, or by fraud, or by the use of intoxicating drugs, 
see also p, 614, post, 

{d) It. V. Mayers (1872), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 311 ; R. v. Young (1878), 14 Cox, C. C. 
114, 0. 0. E. 

(e) R. V. Flattery (1877), 2 a B. D. 410, C. C. E. ; R. v. Case (1850), 4 Cox, 
0. 0. 220; R. v. Stanton (1851), 1 Car. <&: Kir. 415; R. v. Clarence (\SSS), 22 

Q. B. D. 23, 43, C. C. E. The fraud must bo ns to the nature of the act, or as to 
the identitv of the person committing it (/?, v. Clarence, supra, at p. 44, 
Stephen, J.). 

(/) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69), s. 4. The 
section only refers to the case of a mamea woman and the personator of lior 
husband. It is not altogether certain whether a similar personation by another 
man of the paramour of a concubine would amount to rape. Before the Act it 
would probably have been held that it did not {R. v. Barrow (1868), L. E. 1 
0. C. E. 166. The Irish Court for Ci-own Cases Eeserved refused, however, to 
follow that case in R, v. Dee (18841, 16 Cox, 0. 0. 579, and the authority of 

R. V. Barrow must be considerea as lo some extent shaken by the observations 
of the judges in R. v. Flattery (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 410, 0. 0. R.). In the case 
supposed the woman would not be protected by s. 3 (2) of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1885 (48 db 49 Yict. a 69) (see p. 614, post), unless she was 
commonly suppo^ to be the wife of her panunour. 

ig) The statement in the text is taken mm a dictum of Willes, J., in R* v. 
Fletcher (1859), Bell, 0. 0. 63, 70, which was adopted by KsATma, J., in R. v. 
Fletcher il866), L. R 1 0. 0. R. 39, and approved by the Court for Crown Cases 
Reserved in B. v. Darratt (1873), L. E. 2 0. C. E. 81. See p. 613, poet. 
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1239. A condonation or consent after the fact affords no 
defence (/0» nor does the fact that the woman was the prisoner’s 
concubine (i) or a common strumpet (k). 

1240. The prosecutrix may be asked in cross-examination whether 
she has previously had connection with the prisoner with her own 
consent, and if she denies it, evidence of the fact may be given on 
behalf of the prisoner (1). Evidence may also be given with a view 
to show her character for general indecency (rn), or that she is a 
common prostitute (n) ; she may also be asked if she has had connec- 
tion with particular men other than the prisoner, but if she denies 
that she has, evidence cannot be given to contradict her denial (o). 

1241. Any person is by statute (p) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
unlawfully and carnally knows, or attempts to have unlawful carnal 
knowledge of, any female idiot or imbecile woman or girl under 
circumstances which do not amount to rape, but which prove that 
he knew at the time of the commission of the offence that she was an 
idiot or imbecile. The consent of the woman or girl is immaterial. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (q). 

(7i) 1 Hale, P. 0. 631. Formerly a consent subsequent ban*ed an appeal for 
ra^, but not an indictment at the suit of the King (Statute of Westminster the 
Second (1283) (13 Edw. 1, c. 34)). 

(0 1 Hale, P. C. 628. 

(A*) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 16, s. 7. These facts, however, will of course have a 
bearing upon the question whether the prosecutrix consented. Sir Matthew 
Hale (1 P. 0. 633) states the following circumstances by which the truth of the 
prosecutrix’s evidence may be tested : “ If the witness be of good fame, if she 
presently discovered (i.e., complained of) the offence, made suit after the 
offender, showed circumstances and signs of the injury whereof many are of 
that nature that only women are the most proper examiners and inspectors, if 
the place wherein the act was done was remote from people, inhabitants or 
passengers, if the offender fled for it, these and the like are concurring 
evidences to give greater probability to her testimony, when proved by others 
as weU as herself. But on the other side if she concealed the injury for any 
considerable time after she had onportunity to complain, if the place where tho 
act was supposed to be committed were near to inhabitants or common recourse 
or passage of passengers, and she made no outc^ when and whore it is probable 
she might be heard by otliers, these and the like circumstances carry a strong 
presumption that her testimony is false or feigned ; see also 4 Bl. Com. 213. The 
fact that the woman made a speedy complaint has always been admissible ; as to 
when the details of her complaint may be given in evidence, see pp. 388, 394, ante. 
In practice some corroboration of the woman’s statement is luways required, 
though tho jury may act upon her uncorroborated evidence, if they think fit. 

(l) It. V. Marlin (1834), 6 C. & P. 562; It. v. Itiley (1887), 18 Q. B. D.481, 0. C. JL 

(m) R. V. Tisaington (1843), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 48. 

(n) R. V. Barker (1829), 3 C. & P. 589. 

(o) R. V. Holmes (1871), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 334. As to evidence to show tho 
general reputation of a witness for untruthfulness, see p. 383, ante; as to the 
cross-examination of a prisoner with regard to his character or previous offences 
if the defence attacks the character of the prosecutrix or alleges tho good 
character of the prisoner, see pp. 382, 404, ante, 

(p) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. o. 69), s. 5 (2) ; it is 
by statute a misdemeanour punishable in the same way for any person 
employed In an institution for lunatics, or having the care or charge of a single 
patient, unlawfully to have or attempt to have carnal knowledge of a lunatic 
xn such institution or under such charge ; the consent of the lunatic is imma- 
terial (Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 Viet. c. 6), ss. 324, 325). 

^) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69), s. 5 (2) ; see 
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1242. Upon a charge of rape or of unlawful carnal knowledge of 
a female idiot etc., the wife of the prisoner may be called as a 
witness for the prosecution without the consent of the prisoner (r). 

1243. Upon the trial of an indictment for rape the jury may 
convict the prisoner (s) of : — By threats procuring or attempting to 
procure the woman to have any unlawful carnal connection (f) ; or 
by false pretences procuring her to have any unlawful carnal 
connection (u) ; or administering to her any drug, matter, or thing 
with intent to stupefy so as thereby to enable any person to have 
unlawful carnal connection with her (a) ; or unlawfully and carnally 
knowing or attempting to have unlawful carnal knowledge of a girl 
under the age of thirteen years (b) ; or unlawfully and carnally 
knowing or attempting to have unlawful carnal knowledge of a girl 
above the age of thirteen years and under the age of sixteen 
years (c) ; or unlawfully and carnally knowing or attempting to 
have unlawful carnal knowledge of an idiot or imbecile woman 
under circumstances which do not amount to rape (d) ; or of an 
indecent assault. 

Upon such conviction the defendant is liable to be punished In 
the same manner as if he had been convicted upon an indictment 
for such offence. 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Ojfences under the Criminal Law Amendment Act^ 1885. 

1244 . Any person is by statute (e) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
(1) by threats or intimidation procures or attempts to procure any 
woman or girl to have any unlawful carnal connection (/) either 
within or without the King’s dominions, or (2) by false pretences 
or false representations (/jf) procures any woman or girl, not being a 
common prostitute or of known immoral character, to have any 
unlawful connection either within or without the King’s dominions, 
or (8) administers to or causes to be taken by any woman or girl any 
drug, matter, or thing with intent to stupefy or overpower her so as 


also Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 Yict c. 5), ss. 324, 325, arul title Lunatics and 
1’ersons of Unsound Mind. The offence is not triable at quarter sessions 
(Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Yict. c. 69), s. 17). 

(r) Ci’iminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Yict. c. 36), s. 4. It is not clear, 
however, that she can be compelled to give evidence against her will (Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Yict. c. 69), s. 20) ; she certainly cannot 
be compelled to disclose any communication made to her by the prisoner din ing 
their marriage (Criminal Evidence Act, 1898, siywa, s. 1 (d)); and see p. 406, 
aide, 

(s) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Yict. c. 69), s. 9. 

h) Ibid,, 8. 3 (1). 

(u) Ibid,^ 8. 3 (2). 

1 a) 75id., 8. 3 (3). 
h) Ibid,^ 8. 4. 
c) Ibid,, 8. 6 (1). 
d) Ibid,, 8. 5 (2). 
f) Ibid,, 8. 3. 

/) This may be either with the defendant himself or with another man 
(R. V. WiUiama (1898), 62 J. P. 310). 

(g) If these are Bet out (wd in B. v. Fidd, Central Criminal Court Seesioni 
Papers, 1891, it was held that it was necessary to do so), th^ need not be 
ne^tived in the indictment (.ff. t. Clarke and Lyone (1895), 69 J. P. 248}. 
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thereby to enable any person to have unlawful carnal connection 
with her. 

The punishment for any such offence is imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (h). 

No person may be convicted of any such offence upon the evidence 
of one witness, unless such witness be corroborated in some material 
particular by evidence implicating the accused (t). 

1245. Any person is by statute (k) guilty of felony who unlawfully 
and carnally knows any girl under the age of thirteen years. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (1). 

The legal presumption that a boy under the age of fourteen 
years cannot be guilty of rape extends to this offence 

Any person is by statute (n) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
attempts to commit this offence. 

The punishment is imprisonment with or without hard labour for 
not more than two years, and both in this and the last-mentioned 
offence, if the offender’s age does not exceed sixteen years, the court 
may, instead of sentencing him to imprisonment, order him to be 
sent to a reformatory for not more than five nor for less than two 
years (o). 

In a prosecution either for the completed felony or for the 
attempt the consent of the girl is immaterial ( p). 

1246. If upon an indictment for the felony of carnally knowing a 
girl under the age of thirteen years the jury are satisfied that the 
prisoner is guilty (1) of procuring or attempting to procure the girl 
by threats or intimidation to have any unlawful carnal connection ; 

(2) of procuring her to have unlawful connection by false pretences, 
if she is not a common prostitute or of known immoral character ; 

(3) of causing to be taken by the girl any drug or thing witli 
intent to stupefy her so as to enable any person to have such 
connection with her ; (4) of an attempt to have such connection ; 
(5) of carnally knowing or attempting to have carnal knowledge of 
a girl under the age of sixteen years, or of an imbecile ; or (6) of an 
indecent assault, but are not satisfied that he is guilty of the felony 
charged in the indictment, the jury may acquit him of the felony 


[h) Oriminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 69), s. 3. No 
offence under this Act is triable at quarter sessions {ihid.f s. 17). 

(i) I hid., s. 3 : li. v. Staub (1909), 2 Or. App. Rep. 0. 

(A) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 69), s. 4. As to 
the unsworn evidence of a child of tender years upon a charge of this kind, 
see p. 408, ante, 

(l) Ibid.; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Vict. c. 69), s. 1. This offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions (Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 
Vict. c. 69), 8. 17). 

(m) i?. V. IFat^e, (1892] 2 Q. R. 600, C. C. R. The judges expressed different 
opinions os to whether he could be convicted of the attempt. 

(n) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict, c. 69), s. 4. 

(o) Ibid.; Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), ss. 57 and 134 (3), and Third 
Schedule. 

(p) n. V. Btale (1865), L. E. 1 0. C. E. 10. 
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BwT. f. and find him guilty of any one of the above offences. Tberenpon 
Offences the prisoner may be punished as if he had been convicted on an 
against indictment for that offence (q). 

Women ^ boy under fourteen who is indicted for the felony of carnally 
and Girls. Jjnowing a girl under thirteen may on that indictment be convicted 
of an indecent assault (r). 

The prisoner may be convicted of an indecent assault, although 
the girl consented to the act (s). 


Unlawful 

carnal 

knowledge of 
girl over 
thirteen and 
under 
•ixteen. 


1247. Any person is by statute (a) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
unlawfully and carnally knows or attempts to have unlawful carnal 
knowledge of a girl of or above the age of thirteen years and under 
the age of sixteen years. The consent of the girl is immaterial. 

The punishment is imprisonment with or without hard labour for 
not more than two years (b). 

It is a sufficient defence to such a charge that the defendant had 
reasonable cause to believe that the girl was of or above the age of 
sixteen years (c). 

No prosecution for the last-named offence can be commenced 
more than six months after the commission of the offence (d). 

In these cases of carnal knowledge of girls under the ago of 
thirteen or sixteen it is sufficient for the prosecution to prove 
penetration, the crime being complete without emission (e). 

A girl under the age of sixteen years cannot be convicted of 
inciting a man to the commission of the offence of unlawful carnal 
knowledge of her, or of aiding and abetting him in committing 


Evidence of 1248. An extract from a register of births, which is proved to be 
^go. an examined copy or extract, or which purports to be signed and 

certified as a true copy or extract by the ofificer intrusted with 
custody of the original, is sufficient evidence of the age of the 
prosecutrix, if she is identified as the person named in the 


(q) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. C9), b. 9. But he 
cannot, it appears, be convicted of a common assault (Ji, v. Catherall (1875), 
13 Cox, C. (J. 109. It was held that upon a charge of lelony under s. 4 of the 
above Act the prisoner might be convicted of an indecent assault although the 
unsworn evidence of a child was received against him (as to which see p. 408, 
awfe), and although there was no other sufficient evidence against him {R. v. 
Wvaland (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 827, 0. C. B. ; and see Prevention of Cruelty 
to Childreu Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 15), s. 15 ; and Children Act, 1908 
(8 Edw. 7, 0 . 67), s. 30). 

(r) i?. V. WilliarM, [1893] 1 Q. B. 320, C. C. K 

(a) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 45), s. 2, 

(a) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69), s. 6 (1). 

(h) Ibid. 

(4 im. 

(d) Ibid, Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 15), 
B. 27. If the original prosecution upon which the prisoner was committed for 
trial was one of rape, and was commenced within the six months, the prosecu- 
tion will be in time, even though the prisoner is tried only on an indictment for 
the statutory misdemeanour at a date when the six months have expired (R, v. 
West, [1898] 1 Q. B. 174, C. C. B.). 

(e) R. V. Marsdm, [1891] 2 a B. 149, C. C.B, 

(/) R, V. Tyrrell, [1894] 1 Q. B, 710, C. C. R 
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extract (p). But her age may also be proved by any lawful b*ot. i. 
evidence (A). Offences 

1249. Upon an indictment for carnally knowing a girl between \y^en 
the ages of thirteen and sixteen and for assaulting her the defendant 

may, if there was no consent on the part of the girl, be convicted — 
of a common assault (t). 

1250. Any person is by statute (k) guilty of felony who, being the Owner etc, 
owner or occupier of any premises or assisting in the management 

or control thereof, induces or knowingly suffers any girl under the defilement of 
age of thirteen years to resort to or be upon such premises for the girl on the 
purpose of being unlawfully and carnally known. prcmisce. 

The punishment is penal servitude for life or for not less than 
three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for not 
more than two years (1). 

Any such person is by statute (m) guilty of a misdemeanour if 
the girl is above the age of thirteen and under the age of sixteen 
years. 

The punishment is imprisonment for not more than two years 
with or without hard labour (n). 

In either case it is a sufficient defence that the accused had 
reasonable cause to believe that the girl was of or above the age 
of sixteen years (o). 

The father or mother of the girl may be convicted of either offence, 
although she was living at home with them (p). 

Sub-Sect. 3.— 'JncwA 

1251. Any male person is by statute (q) guilty of a misdemeanour incest 
who has carnal knowledge of a female who is to his knowledge his 
granddaughter, daughter, sister, or mother. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven or for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years ; if it is alleged in 
the indictment and proved that the female is under the ago of thirteen 
years, the accused may be sentenced to penal servitude for life or 
for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years ; if the age of the accused does 
not exceed sixteen years, he may be sentenced to be whipped and in 

{(/) Evidence Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viot, c. 99), e. 14 ; li. v. Weaver (1872), L. R. 

2 C. 0. R* 85. 

(A) Even by the evidence of persons who have seen her and speak as to their 
belief with regard to her age (P. v, Cox, [1898j 1 Q. B. 179, 0. C. B.). 

(i) R. V. Boatock (1893), 17 Cox, 0. 0. 700. See also R. v. QuXhrit (1870), 

L. R 1 0. 0. R. 241. 

(ik) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. G9), s. 6 (1). 

(/) Ihid , ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

(tw) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885, aapra, s. G (2). 

(ji) Ih\d, 

\o) Ihid. 

Ip) B. V. Weheier (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 134, 0. 0. R. ; but not where the parent 
has permitted intercourse on one occasion for the purpose of obtaining evidence 
against a man who has previously seduced the girl {R. v. Merthyr TydjU 
JuiticcB (1894), 10 T. L. R. 376). See also p. 542, ante. 

{q) Punishmont of Incest Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 45), s. 1. Offences under 
this Act are not triable at quarter sessions {ibid., s. 4). 
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addition to be sent to a reformatory for not less than two years or 
more than five years (r). It is immaterial whether the carnal 
knowledge was had with the consent of the female (r), 

1252. Any male person is by statute («) guilty of a misdemeanour 
who attempts to commit any such offence. The punishment is 
imprisonment for not more than two years with or without hard 
labour (t). 

1253. Upon the conviction of the full offence or of an attempt to 
commit it against a female under twenty-one years of age, the 
court may divest the offender of all authority over her, and if he 
is her guardian, remove him from such guardianship, and in any 
such case may appoint any person or persons to be her guardian or 
guardians during her minority or any less period, provided that 
the High Court may at any time vary or rescind the order by the 
appointment of any other person as such guardian, or in any other 
respect (a). 

1254. A female of or above the age of sixteen is by statute (b) 
guilty of a misdemeanour who permits a person who is to her 
knowledge her grandfather, father, brother, or son to have carnal 
knowledge of her. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (c). 

In the above-mentioned provisions the terms brother and 
‘‘sister’* include half-brother and half-sister, and such provisions 
apply whether the relationship between the accused and the person 
with whom the offence is committed is traced through lawful 
wedlock or not (rf). 

The Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859 (e), applies to these offences. 

1255. If on the trial of an indictment for rape the jury are 
satisfied that the defendant is guilty of an offence under the Punish- 
ment of Incest Act, 1908, but are not satisfied that he is guilty of 
rape, they may acquit him of rape and find him guilty of an offence 
against that Act ; and on a trial for an offence against that Act a 
defendant may be acquitted of that offence and convicted of an 
offence (/) under ss. 4 or 6 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 
1885(7). 

1256. Upon prosecutions for incest under the Punishment of 
Incest Act, 1908(/0, the wife or husband of the accused may be 

(r) Punishment of Incest Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 45)j Penal Servihide Act, 
1891 (54 & 55 Viet. o. 69), s. 1. 

(8) Ibid., 8. 1. 

(0 Ibtd. 

(a) Ibid. 

(5) Ibid., n. 2. 

(c) Ibid, ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891, supra, s. 1, 

(et) Punishment of Incest Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 45), s. 8. 

(a) 22 & 23 Viet. c. 17. 

(/) Punishment of Incest Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c, 45), e. 4 (1), (2), (3), 

(a) 48 & 49 Viet. c. 69 ; os to these offences, see p. 614, ante. 

(A) 8 Edw. 7, c. 45. 
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called as a witaiess either for the prosecution or the defence, and 
without the consent of the person charged (i). 

1257. All proceedings under the Punishment of Incest Act, 
1908 (fc), are to be held in camera (1). No prosecution for any 
offence under the Act can be commenced without the sanction of 
the Attorney-General, except in the case of a prosecution commenced 
by or on behalf of the Director of Public Prosecutions (m). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Indecent Assault. 

1258. Any person is by statute (71) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
commits an indecent assault upon a female. 

The punishment is imprisonment with or without hard labour 
for not more than two years ( 0 ). 

It is no defence to a charge of indecent assault upon a young 
person under the age of thirteen to prove that she consented to tlio 
act of indecency (p), but where she is above the age of thirteen, 
consent is a sufficient defence (q). 

Sub-Sect. 5. — Abduciion(r). 

1259. Where any woman of any age has any interest, legal or 
equitable, present or future, absolute, conditional, or contingent in 


(l) Piinishment of Incest Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 46), s. 4 (4) ; but see p. 614, 
note (r). 

(^) 8 Edw. 7, c. 45. 

(/) Ibid., 8 . 5. 

(m) Ibid., 8. 6. 

(n) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & *25 Viet. c. 100), s. 62. 

(0) Ibid. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet. c. 09), s. 1. The offender 
may also be fined and required to find sureties for his good behaviour (Offences 
against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. 0. 100), s. 71). The offence is triable 
at quarter sessions. 

(p) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 45), s. 2. As to 
acts of gross indecency committed by a male person with another male person, 
see p. 639, ante. 

(7) As to consent, see p. 612, ante. As to the cross-examination of the 
prosecutrix with respect to other acts of indecency committed with her consent, 
the principles stated on p. 613 with respect to rape will apply to charges of 
indecent assault As to admitting the unsworn evidence of ^Idreu of tender 
years, see p. 408, ante. As to a court of summary jurisdiction dealing with an 
indecent assault on a person under sixteen, see Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 67), 8. 128, and p. 269, note, a7ite. 

(r) There are cei-tain provisions as to the offence of abduction which although 
still remaining unrgDealed may be said to have fallen into desuetude. The Statute 
of Westminster the ^cond (1 286) (13 Edw. 1, c. 34) provides that of women carried 
away with the goods of their husbands, the King shall have suit for the goods so 
taken away {ibid., s. 3) ; that if a wife willingly leave her husband and go away 
and continue with her advouterer, she shall lose her dower, unless her husband 
takes her back {ibid., s. 4). A pimishment of throe years’ imprisonment is imposed 
upon a person who carries away a nun from her house, although with her own 
consent {ibid., s. 5). The rest of that part of the chapter of this statute which 
relates to rape is repealed by stat. (1828) 9 Geo. 4, c. 31, a. 1. By c. 35 of the 
stat. Westminster the Second (supra) it is provided that concerning children, 
males or females (whose marria^ Mlongeth to another), taken and carried 
away, if the ravisher ^ve no right in the marria^, though after he restore the 
c^d unmarried, he shall nevertneless be punished for his default by two years 
imprisonment ; and if he do not restore, or do marry the child after the years 
ol consent, and be not able to ** satisfy for ** the marriage, he shall abjure the 
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any real or pereonal estate or is a presumptive he^ssi coheiress, 
or one of the next of kin to anyone having such an interest, anyone 
is by statute (a) guilty of felony (1) who from motives of lucre takes 
away or detains such woman against her will with intent to marry 
or carnally know her, or to cause her to be married or carnally 
known by any other person; or (2) who fraudulently allures (Z^, 
takes away, or detains such woman, being under the age of twenty- 
one years, out of the possession and against the will of her father 
or mother or of any other person having the lawful care or charge 
of her with the like intent. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than fourteen nor 
less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour 
for not more than two years (c). 

A person convicted of this offence is incapable of taking any 
interest or estate in any real or personal property of the woman or in 
any property which may come to her as heiress or next of kin (d). 

If the offender has married the woman abducted, such property 
is, upon the conviction, to be settled in such manner as the 
Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice shall upon an 
information by the Attorney-General appoint (d). 

As the offence consists in the abduction or detainer, it is no defence 
that the woman was at first taken away with her own consent, if she 
afterwards refuses to continue with the offender, nor is it material 
that she was ultimately married or defiled with her own consent (c). 

If the jury are not satisfied that the prisoner acted from motives 
of lucre, he cannot be convicted of the former of the offences above 
described (/). 

1260. Anyone is by statute (^f) guilty of felony who by force takes 
away or detains against her will any woman, of any age, with 
intent to marry or carnally know her, or to cause her to be 
married or carnally known by any other person. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than fourteen 
nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (A). 

1261. Everyone is by statute (i) guilty of felony (1) who unlaw- 
fully, either by force or fraud, leads or takes away, or decoys or 
entices away, or detains any child under the age of fourteen years 
with intent to deprive any parent, guardian, or other person having 


realm or have perpetual imprisonment. The remainder of this Act is repealed 
by the Civil Procedure Acts Popeol Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 69), s. 2. 

(a) Offences against the Person Aot, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 63. 

(b) li, V. Burrell (1863), Le, & Ca. 364. 

(c) Offences against the Person Aot, 1861 (24 & 25 Yiot. o. 100), s. 53 ; Penal 
Servitude Aot, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The offence of abducting a 
woman or a girl is not triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1 842 
(6 & 6 Viet. 0. 38), 8. 1). 

(d) Offences a^nst the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. o. 100), a. 53. 

(f) 1 Hawk. P. 0., 0 . 16, Part II., ss. 7, 8 (8th ed., I., 124). 

I /) B. V. Barratt (1840), 9 0. & P. 387. 

g) Offences against the Person Aot, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet o. 100), s. 54. 

(h) Ibid,; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet c. 69), s. 1. 

(t) Offenoes against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 100), s. 50, 



Fast XII.— Offences against the Pebson. 


621 


U>e lawful care or charge of such child, of the possession of such 
child, or with intent to steal any article npon or about its person ; 
or (2) who, with any such intent, receives or harbours any such 
child knowing it to have been by force or fraud so taken or decoyed 
away or detained. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven or less than three years, or imprisonment with or with- 
out hard labour for not more than two years, and if the offender is 
a male under sixteen years of age, he may be whipped (k). 

No one is liable to prosecution for this offence who has claimed 
any right to the possession of the child so taken or decoyed away 
or detained, or who is the mother of the child or in the case of an 
illegitimate child claims to be the father of such child (1). 

Fraud practised upon either the parent or the child is sufficient 
to establish the offence (in). A. person who has been in possession 
of a child with the consent of its parents, but who unlawfully and 
against the will of the parents dehvers it over to another person, 
detains the child. In such a case falsehoods told to conceal how 
the child has been disposed of are evidence of the detainer being 
fraudulent (n). 

1262. Anyone is by statute (o) guilty of a misdemeanour who AMnction ui 
unlawfully takes or causes to be taken any unmarried girl under sif' 

the age of sixteen years out of the possession and against the will 
of her father or mother, or of any other person having the lawful 
care or charge of her. 

The punishment is imprisonment with or without hard labour for 
not more than two years (p). 

1263. A manual possession by the father or guardian need not Wlint con- 
be shown. If the girl was a member of his family and under niJiute* 
his control, it is sufficient. If she leaves her father’s house for a 
particular purpose with his sanction, she cannot legally be said to 

be out of his possession (5). The taking need not be by force either 
actual or constructive (?•), and the consent of the girl, if it has been 
obtained by the defendant’s persuasions, is immaterial (s). 

(k) Offences Against tlio Person Act, 18G1 (24 & 25 Viet, 0. 100), b. 6G; Ponal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), b. 1. 

(/) Ibid, Although the mother may not be convicted of this offence, she may 
it seems, be convicted of the offence of conspiring with Bomeone else to take a 
child out of the possession of the person who has the lawful care of it ; soo Ji, v. 

Duguid (1906), 21 Cox, 0. C. 200, C. 0. 11. ; li. v. Grossman (1908), 98 L. T. 7G0. 

(m) R. V. Mu (1893), 17 Cox, C. 0. G60, 0. C. E. 

(n) E. V. Johmon (1884), 15 Cox, C. C. 481, C. 0. E. 

( 0 ) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. 0. 100), s. 55. 

(p) Ibid, ; the defendant may also be fined and required to find sureties for 
good behaviour {ibid.), 

(9) R, V. Manklttow (1853), Dears. C. C. 159, Jervis, C.J. 

(r) R,y, Mmkletow, $upra; R, v, Frazer (1861), 8 Cox, C. 0. 446; R, ▼. 

Baillie (1859), ibid., 238 (where the girl voluntarily left her home for an hour 
to he married and then returned, the marriage never having been consummated) ; 

R. V. Mycock (1871), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 28. 

( 3 ) R, V. TwistleUm (1668), 1 Lev. 257 ; R. v. RoUns (1844), 1 Oar. & Kir. 

456 ; R, V. ManMetow, $upra ; compare R, v. Meadows (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 399, a 
case which it would appear difidcult to reconcile with those and other authorities 
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Tho defendant may be convicted, although he took no part in the 
actual removal of the girl, if he previously solicited her to leave 
her father, and afterwards received and harboured her when she 
did so (t). But if a girl leaves her father of her own accord, the 
defendant taking no active part in the matter and not persuading 
or advising her to leave, he cannot be convicted of this offence, even 
though lie failed to advise her not to come, or to return, and 
afterwards harboured her (a). 

The fact that the defendant believed upon reasonable grounds 
that the girl was sixteen years of age, affords no defence upon a 
charge of abduction (6). 

A person who finds a girl wandering in the street and takes 
her away with him cannot be convicted of abducting her, in the 
absence of evidence that he knew that she was under the lawful 
care or charge of her father, mother, or any other person (c), nor 
can a person who takes possession of a child be convicted of this 
offence, if he honestly believes that he is entitled to the legal custody 
of the child (d). 

If the taking is intended to be temporary only, and for a purpose 
not inconsistent with the possession of the father, it does not 
necessarily amount to a taking out of his possession ; but if a girl 
is taken away for the purpose of being detained for a time in order 
that she may cohabit with the defendant, the fact that he sent her 
back after a temporary cohabitation affords no defence (e). 

If a girl is taken out of the possession of a person having the 
lawful custody of her, the person so taking her may be convicted 
of abducting her, although he was influenced by religious or philan- 
thropic motives (/). 

The offence is committed by anyone who takes a female illegiti- 
mate child from the custody of its mother or its putative father (g). 


but for the fact that the defendant was herself a girl, and the two girls 
wandered away together. See the observations of Maule, J., on this case in II. 
y. Kipps (ISoOj, 4 Cox, C. C. 167, at p. IGS. The marginal note to It. v. Meadoivs 
is misleading; see the observations of the judges m R. v. Mankletow (1853), 
Dears. 0. 0. 159; see also on this subject It. v. Miller (1876), 13 Cox, 0. (J. 
179, Lush, J. 

(0 Its V. Itolh (1864), 4 F. & F. 59, Pollock, C.B.; R. v. Handley (1859) 

1 F. & F. 648, WiGIITMAN, J. 

(a) R. V. Olijier (1866), 10 Cox, C. 0. 402, Bramwell, B. ; R. v. Jarvis 
(1903), 20 Cox, C. C, 249; see, however, the observations of AlLDERSON, B., in 
R. V. Riswell (1847), 2 Cox,‘C. C. 279, which, it is submitted, are not in accord- 
ance with the views expressed by judges in the later cases. 

(5) R. V. Prince (1875), L. B. 2 0. C. R. 154. 

(cj R. V. Oreen and Bales (1862), 3 F. & F. 274; R. v. Hihhert (1869), L. B. 1 
C. (;. B. 184. 

{d) R, v. Tinkler (1859), 1 F. & F. 513; see also R. v. Prince^ supra, at 
p. 175 ; and as to children under fourteen years of age, see Offences against the 
Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. o. 100), s. 66, and p, 620, ante. 

(e) R, v. Timmins (1860), Boll, C. C. 276 ; R. v. Baillie (1869), 8 Cox, C. C. 
238. 

(f) R. V. Booth (1872), 12 Cox, (). 0. 231, Quain, J. “ Though the statute 
probably principally aims at seduction for carnal purposes, the taking may 
be by a mmale with a good motive ; though there may be such cases which 
are not immoral in one sense, I say that tne act forbidden is wrong*' (R. v. 
iVmce, svprcL per Brahwbll, B., at p. 174). 

(y) 1 Hawk. P. 0., o. 16, s. 14 (8th ed., I., 128); 1 East, P. C. 457; R. v. 
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The taking out of possession must be against the will of the 
father, mother, or other person having the lawful care or char^ of 
the girl. A taking with the consent of the parent or guardian, 
if such consent is obtained by fraudulent misrepresentations, is a 
taking against his will (A). 

The fact that a parent has countenanced a lax, though not 
necessarily an immoral, course of life by the girl may in some 
cases be evidence that the taking out of his possession, though 
unknown to him, was not against his will(i). 

12^. Everyone is by statute (k) guilty of a misdemeanour who, 
with intent that any unmarried girl under the age of eighteen years 
should be unlawfully and carnally known by any man or men, takes 
or causes to be taken such girl out of the possession and against 
the will of her father or mother or any other person having the 
lawful care or charge of her. 

The punishment is imprisonment with or without hard labour 
for not more than two years (a). 

It is a sufficient defence to such a charge, if it is made to appear 
to the court that the defendant had reasonable cause to believe 
that the girl was of or above the age of eighteen years (/>). 

Sect. 8. — Cruelty to Children (c). 

1265. Any person is at common law guilty of a misdemeanour 
who, being obliged by duty or contract to provide for an infant of 
tender years unable to provide for and take care of itself, whether 
such infant is the child, apprentice or servant of such person, 
refuses or neglects to provide sufficient food or bedding for such 
infant so as thereby to injure its health {d). 

The punishment for this ofifence is fine and imprisonment without 
hard labour (g). 

1266. Any master or mistress is by statute (/) guilty of a misde- 
meanour who, being legally liable to provide for his or her apprentice 
or servant necessary food, clothing, or lodging, wilfully and without 
lawful excuse refuses or neglects to provide the same, or unlawfully 


Cornfart (or Cornforth) (1742), 1 Bott and Const, Poor Laws, 6th ed., p. 458 ; 2 
Stra. 1162. As to the possession of the mother, see It, v. Hopkins (1806), 7 East, 
579. 

(/t) R, V. Hopkins (1842), Car. & M. 254. 

(t) R, V. Primelt (1868), 1 F. & F, 50. 

{k) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 69), s. 7. The 
cases already cited (pp. 621, 622, ante) as to when a girl is to be considered in the 
possession of her parents, and as to what amounts to taking her out of such 
possession, apply to prosecutions imder this section (see R. v. Henhers (1886), 16 
Cox, C. 0. 267). To warrant a conviction there must be evidence that she was 
induced by the defendant to leave her home {R, v. Kauffman (1904), 68 J. P. 
189, Bosanquet, KC., Common Serjeant). 

(a) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885, swpra, s. 7. 
h) Ibid. 

(c) For abduction of children, see p. 620, arUe. 

(a) R. V. Friend (1802), Russ. & 20 ; R. v. Hogan (1851), 2 Ben. 277, 

C. C. R. ; R. V. Phillpott (1853), 22 L. J. (m. o.) 113, C. 0. R. 

(e) The offence is tiiable at quarter sessions. 

(/) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 26. 
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Swji. 8. and malicioasly does or causes to be done any bodily harm tc such 
Cmeltjr to apprentice or servant so that his life is ehdangered or his health is, 
ChU&en. or is likely, to be permanently injured. 

““ The punishment is penal servitude for not more than five nor less 

than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for 
not more than two years. The defendant may also be fined and 
required to find sureties for good behaviour (g), 

Nesieet o( 1267. Every person over the age of sixteen years is by statute (/<) 
cbiidrea. guilty of a misdemeanour who, having the custody, charge, or 
care (i) of any child or young person (k), wilfully assaults, illtreats, 


(g) Offences Against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 26 ; 
Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet c. 69), a. 1. The neglect to provide 
necessary food, clothing, medical aid or lodging to a servant or apprentice, 
if the master or mistress is legally bound to provide it, is also punishable 
summarily by a fine of £20 or imprisonment for six months (Conspiracy 
and Protection of Property Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 86), s. 6). The 
defendant has by s. 9 a right to elect to be tried on indictment. 

At common law, apart from any contractual liability to provide food, clothing 
and other necessaries, the master of an apprentice who resides with him, or of 
a servant who is of tender years, or is so far under the master’s restraint or 
dominion by helplessness of oody or mind as to be unable to withdraw himself 
from his control, is liable to be indicted, if he wilfully neglects to supply such 
necessaries, and if by reason of such neglect the apprentice or servant dies or is 
seriously injured in health. In such a case the indictment must allege the 
tender years or helplessness of the servant {R» v. Oould (1704), 1 Salk. 381 ; 
11. V. Self (1776), 1 Leach, 137 (S. 0. 1 East, P. 0. 226); B. v. Ridley (1811), 
2 Camp. 660; R. v. Smith (1865), Le. & Ca. 607). A master is not, apart 
from contract, legally bound to provide medical attendance for his servant 
{Wennall v. Adney (1802), 3 Bos. & P. 247 ; Sellen v. Norman (1829), 4 0, & P, 
80) ; but it is otherwise in the case of an apprentice living with the master (J7. y. 

(1837), 8 0. & P. 153). 

{h) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 67), s. 12 (1). 

(i) A person who is the parent or legal guardian of a child or young person, 
or who is legally liable to maintain him, is to be presumed to have the custody 
of him, and as between father and mother the father is not to be deemed to have 
ceased to have the custody of the child or young person by reason only that he 
has deserted or does not reside with the mother ; any person to whose char^ a 
child or young person is committed by any person who has the custody of 
is to bepresum^ to have char^ of him; and any other person having actual 
possession or control of a child or young person is to be presumed to nave the 
care of him (t6td., s. 38 (2) ); see R. v. Connor y [1908] 2 K, B. 26. In the case 
of an illegitimate child the father is not the “ parent ” of the child, or a person 
“legally liable to maintain him,” imtil he is declared to be so by affiliation 
proceedings instituted for that purpose {BtUler v. Gregory (1902), 18 T. L. K. 370). 

(A;) “ Child ” for the purposes of the Act means a person under the age of 
fourteen years {iUd.y s. 131) ; “ young person ” in the Act means a person who 
is fourteen years of age and under the age of sixteen {ibid,). Where in a charge 
or an indictment for an offence against the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), 
or against ss. 27, 66, or 66 of the Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 
25 Viet. c. 100), or any offence against a child or young person under ss. 6, 42, 
43, 62, or 62 of that Act, or against the Dangerous rmormanoes Acts, 1879 
and 1897 (42 & 43 Viet o. 34 ; 60 & 61 Viet. o. 62), or for a^ other offence 
involving oodily injury to a child or young person (except an offence under the 
Criminaf Law Amendment Act (1886 ) ), it is alleg^ that the person by or in 
resneot of whom the offence was committed was a child or yoimg person or was 
under or above any 6pe<^ed age, and he appears to the court to nave been so, 
at the ^te of the commission of the alleged offence, he is for the purposes of 
the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), to be presumed at that date to have 
been a child etc., unless the contrary is proved (ibid., s. 123 (2) ; see also R v. 
Vox, [1898] 1 a B. 179, 0. 0, R). 
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neglects, abandons, or exposes (1) such child or young person, or 
causes or procures him to be assaulted, illtreated, neglected, 
abandoned, or exposed in a manner likely to cause him unnecessary 
suffering or injury to health (m). 

The punishment for this offence upon conviction on indictment is 
a fine of £100, or alternatively, or in default of payment of such 
fine, or in addition thereto, imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (n). If it is proved that the 
accused was to his knowledge directly or indirectly interested in 
any sum of money payable in the event of the death of the child 
or young person, then in the case of a conviction on indictment the 
fine may be increased to £200, or in lieu of any other penalty the 
accused may be sentenced to penal servitude for five years (o), 

1268. A parent or other person legally liable to maintain a child 
or young person is deemed to have neglected (a) him in a manner 
likely to cause injury to his health, if he fails to provide adequate 
food, clothing, medical aid, or lodging for him, or if being unable 
to provide it he fails to take steps to procure it under the Acts 
relating to the relief of the poor (t). 

A person may be convicted of any of the above offences, 
notwithstanding that actual suffering or injury to health, or the 
likelihood thereof, was obviated by the act of another person (c), 
and notwithstanding the death of the child or young person (d). 

The Children Act, 1908, does not take away or affect the right of 
any parent, teacher, or other person having the lawful control or 


(0 To abandon or exposo any child under the ago of two years, whereby its 
life is endangered or its health permanently mjured or likely to be so, is also a 
misdemeanour punishable by penal servitude for five years or imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for not more than two years (Offences against the 
Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 27). 

(m) Injury to health includes injury to or loss of sight or hearing or limb or 
organ of the body and any mental derangement (Ohildren Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
C.67), B. 12(1)). 

(n) Children Act, 1908 (9 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 12 (1). On summary conviction 
the punishment is a fine of £25, or in default of payment of or in addition to 
such fine six months* imprisonment with or without hard labour (ilft'd.). 

(o) Ohildren Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, a 67), s. 12 (5). The accused is to be 
deemed to be interested in such sum of money, if he has any share in or any 
benefit from the payment of the money, although he is not the person to whom 
it is legally payable (ibid., s. 12 (6) ). A copy of a policy of insurance, certified 
by an oflBcer or agent of the insurance company granting it to be a true copy, is 
vrimd facie evidence that the child or young person therein named has been 
msuiwi, and that the person in whose favour the policy has been granted is the 
person to whom the money insured is legally payable (i6id., s. 12 (7) ). As to 
the disposal of the child or young person by order of court when the person 
having the charge or custody of him is convicted of cruelty, or commit^ for 
tri^ for that offence, see »5ta., ss. 21, 22, 23. 

(a) Neglect is the wont of reasonable care, that is, the omission of each steps 
as a reasonable parent would take, and such asareiisually taken in the ordinary 
experience of mankind. * * Wilfully *’ means that the act is done deliberately and 
intentionally, not by accident or inadvertent^, but so that the mind of the 
person who does the act goes with it (H. v. BenicTy [1899] 1 Q. B. 283, 291| 
U. 0. B.). As to the common law obligation in these cases, see p. 684, ante, 

e Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 07), s. 12 (1). See title Poor Law, 

/5tU, a. 12 (2). 

B. 12 (3). 
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charge of a child or young person to administer punishment to 
him 0?). 

1269. Where it is proved that the death of an infant under three 
years of age was caused by suffocation (not being suffocation caused 
Dy disease or the presence of any foreign body in the throat or air 
passages of the infant) whilst it was in bed with some other person 
over sixteen years of age, who was at the time of going to bed under 
the influence of drink, that person is deemed to have neglected the 
infant in a manner likely to cause injury to its health (/). 

1270. Upon the trial of any person over the age of sixteen 
indicted for the manslaughter of a child or young person of whom 
he had the custody, charge, or care the jury may convict him of 
one of the above-mentioned offences (g). 

The wife or husband of a person charged with any of the above 
offences may be called as a witness, either for the prosecution or 
defence, and without the consent of the person charged (/i). 

Where any of the above-mentioned offences is a continuous offence, 
it is not necessary to specify in the indictment the date of the acts 
constituting the offence (t)* 

The Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859 (j), applies to misdemeanours 
under the Children Act, 1908 (/c). 

1271. Where in the course of a public exhibition or performance 
which in its nature is dangerous to the life or limb of a male under 
the age of sixteen years or of a female under the age of eighteen 
years taking part therein any accident causing actual bodily harm 
occurs to any such person, the employer of any such male or female 
is liable to be indicted as having committed an assault, and the 
court may award compensation not exceeding £20 for the bodily 
harm so occasioned, to be paid by the employer to such person or 
to some person named by the court on his or her behalf (Z). 


(e) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 37. See as to this right, p. 608, ante. 

If) Ihid.^ 8. 13. 

{g) Ibid., B. 12 (4). 

(//) Ihid.f s. 27; Criminal Evidence Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. o. 36), s. 4 (1). 
The Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), contains provisions as to the use of 
the deposition of a child or young person, and as to taking the evidence of a 
child of tender years in proceedings under that Act, or for any offence under 
BS. 27, 65 or 66 of the Offences a^inst the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. 
0 . 100), or for any offence against a wiild or young person under ss. 5, 42, 43, 
62 or 62 of that Act, or under the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885(48 & 49 
Viet. c. 69), or any offence under the Children's Dangerous Performances Act, 
1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 34), or under the Dangerous Performances Act, 1897 (60 & 61 
Viet. c. 52), or any other offence involving bodily injury to a child or young 
person (Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), ss. 28 — 31 ; and see p. 408, ante), 
(t) ioid., 8. 32 f4). But ii dates are given, the court may refuse to allow the 
prosecution to adduce evidence of occurrences on other dates (/L v. Jl/tV/cr (1901), 
66 J. P. 313). 

(y) 22 & 23 Viet. c. 17 ; as to which, see p. 331, ante, 

(k) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 35. 

(l) Children’s Dangerous Performances Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. o. 34), s. 3; 
Dangerous Performanoes Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. o. 52), s. 1. The former Aot 
provides a penalty on summary conviction in oases where the performance is 
dangerous but no actual injury has been caused. 
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Beot. 4. — Offences relating to Lunatics and Paupei*s. 

1272. The offences of taking charge of a lunatic without authority, 
of illtreating lunatics, and other offences against the laws of lunacy, 
and the offence of procuring the marriage of paupers, and other 
offences against the poor laws, are dealt with in other parts of this 
work (m). 

Part XIII. — Offences against Property. 

Sect. 1. — Taking Property. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Larcmy. 

(i.) Definition and Punishment 

1273. Larceny is the felonious taking of the property of another, 
without his consent and against his will, with intent to convert it to 
the use of the taker (;/). 

Larceny is a felony ; it is usually distinguished ns being simple 
or compound . Compound larceny is simple larceny with aggravations 
of time, person, place, manner or subject-matter (o). 

1274. The punishment for simple larceny, or for any felony made 
punishable like simple larceny, except in cases otherwise provided 
for (p), is penal servitude for not more than five or for not less than 
three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for not 
more than two years, and in the case of a male under the ago of 
sixteen years, a whipping (a). 


(m) See titles Lunatics and Persons or Unsound Mind; Poor Law, 
respectively. 

(n) It V. Jlammon (1812), 2 Leach, 1083, 1089; see Bract., lib. 2, cap. 32 (1), 
**fuTium est secundum leges contractatio rei alienee fraudulenta^ cum animo 
furandif invito illo domino enjus res illa/ueritP The former part of this defini- 
tion is clearly taken from 4 Just. Inst. tit. 1(1). 

(o) The former distinction of “grand” and “petty larceny” was abolished 
by stat. 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 29, s. 2, re-enacted by the Larceny Act, 1861 (21 & 2o 
Viet. c. 96), 8. 2. As to compound larceny, see 4 Bl. Com. 240. 

( p) These excepted cases are the following : Larceny- after certain previous 
convictions, which is dealt with at p. 628, 2 ) 08 t ; of faxtures etc. by tenants, 
seven years’ penal servitude (p. 639, po«<) ; by clerks or servants, fourteen years’ 
penal servitude (p. (>44, post'\ ; by public oflScers, fourteen years’ penal servitude 
(p. 644, post) ; by officers of the Post Office, penal servitude for life or for seven 
years (p. 645, post) : of post letters by other persons, penal servitude for life 
or for fourteen years (p. 644, vost) ; of wills, penal servitude for life (p. 642, 
post) ; of certain animals (see Vol. I., title Animates, p. 36S) ; of certain goods 
in process of manufacture, fourteen years’ penal servitude (p. 644, post) ; from 
vessels or boats in a haven, port, or navigable river, or canal, or from any dock, 
wharf, or quay adjacent thereto, fourteen years’ penal servitude (Larceny Act, 
1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 96), s. 63) ; from wrecks etc., fourteen years’ penal 
servitude (p. 640, post). As to robbery and other larcenies from the person, 
see p. 6G1, post; burglary and other larcenies from houses (p. 668, post)\ 
saenJoge (p. 675, post). As to the punishment of larcenies which are dealt with 
on summary conviction, see title Magistrates. 

(a) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. o. 96), ss. 4, 119; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Vict. c. 69), s. 1. Larceny is triable at quarter sessions, 
except when the punishment cf penal servitude for life may bo awarded f)n 
a first conviction, and except misdemeanours under ss. 77 — 80 of the 
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If the offender has been previously convicted of' felony he may 
be sentenced to ten years' penal servitude, and if he be a male under 
the age of sixteen years, he may be whipped (b). 

If the offender has been previously convicted of any indictable 
misdemeanour punishable under the Larceny Act, 1861 (c), or under 
any Act to be read with it, he may be sentenced to seven years’ 
penal servitude, and in the case of a miale under the age of sixteen 
years to a whipping (d). 

If he has previously been twice summarily convicted under the 
Larceny Act, 1861(e), or under the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (/), 
whether such previous con'victions were for offences of the same 
description or not, he is guilty of felony and may be kept in penal 
servitude for seven years, or imprisoned for two years with or 
without hard labour, and in the case of a male under the age of 
sixteen years may be whipped (g). 

(ii.) ConstituenU of Offence, 

1275. To constitute larceny the taking must be felonious, i.e., 
with a wicked intention, animus furandi, and not under a claim of 
right made by the person taking (/a). 

To prevent the taking from being felonious, the claim of right 
must be an honest one, though it may be unfounded in law or in 
fact. If the claim is not made in good faith, but is a mere colourable 
pretence to obtain or to keep possession, it will not avail as a 
defence (i). 


Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. a 96), and the Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, 
c. 10). 

(h) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 96), bs. 7, 119. As to the mode of 
charging previous convictions, see s. 116. 

(c) 24 & 26 Yict. c. 95, 

\d) lUd,, 8. 8 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Yict. c. 69V s. 1. 

'e) ^ - 


(e) 24 & 25 Yict. c. 96. 

(/) 24 & 25 Yict. c. 97. 

(y) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 96), s. 9. (The other statutea 
mentioned in thia eoction have been repealed,) 

(h) 2 East, P. 0. 659; 1 Hale, P. 0. 606, 609; R, v, Ilall (1828), 3 0. & P, 
409. The mere sale of pirated mveic is not larceny, notwithstanding b, 23 of 
tho Copyright Act, 1842 (o & 6 Yict. c. 45) (R v. Ridd (1907), 72 J, P, 104). 
Beo title Copyeiqht and LrrEKARy Phopehty, Yol. YIII., p. 167. 

(i) R. y, Wade (1869), 11 Cox, 0, C. 549, Blackbubn, J, If a man, with 

intent to steal the goods of another impounded for a distress, obtains tho 
dolivexv ol Vkem mmscM Vy and Wieu careVes tVem 

away, ne may he convicted ot larceny, the replevin heing in fraudem legis 
(8 Oo.lnat. \ ■Ea\e,P. 0. 501 ; 2 Eaat, P. 0. 660V, b®® "V. I’arr 

(1666), Elel. 43, where the prisonm's, intmidiDg to rob the occupant of hi« goods, 
had fraudulently and without any right to a house obtained judgment in eject- 
ment and were put into possession by the sheriff, and they were held rightly 
convicted of breaking into ^e house and stealing the goods in it. It should, 
however, be observe that in neither of these cases had there been a real 
adjudication in a civil court as to the ownership of the property in question ; 
and see B. y, Hetnmingt (1864), 4 P. & P. 50, where the prosecutor, a creditor 
of the prisoner, assaulted him violently, and compelled him to give him a diequo 
on account of the debt j Ekle, 0. J., hdd that the intent was not felonious. As t^j 
goods in the custody of tho law, see B. y. Knight (1908), 25 T. L. E. 87, 
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1276. To constitute larceny there must also be an intention to 
deprive the owner permanently of the goods taken, and the knowledge 
that they are not the goods of the person taking. 

Where goods are taken by mistake or accident (k), or by a mere 
trespass, and there is at the time an intention to return them, and 
no subsequent intention to deprive the owner permanently of his 
property in the goods, there is no larceny (1). 

When the goods taken have been realised, either by sale or pledg- 
ing, and the proceeds appropriated by the prisoner, the fact that he 
intended ultimately, if he had the power to do so, to regain possession, 
and redeliver the goods to the owner is no defence, unless the 
accused not only had that intention at the time when he took the 
goods, but there was also then a strong probabilitjr and a belief on 
his part that he would have the power of regaining possession of 
and redelivering the goods (»i). 

It is not necessary to show that the taking was lucii causO if it 
was fraudulent and with an intent wholly to deprive the owner of the 
property (n). 


Sect. 1. 
Taking 
Property. 

Mistake or 
accident. 


Intention to 
rcdelircr. 


(h) 1 Hale, P. C. 507 ; 2 East, P. 0. 661. 

(Z) 1 Hale, P. 0. 509; 2 East, P. 0. 661. In the following casos the taking 
was held not to be felonious: R. v. Phillips (1801), 2 East, P. 0. 662; R. v. 
Crump (1825), 1 0. & P. 658 (horse taken from a stable wrongfully, 
ridden many miles, and left at another stable) ; R. v. Wehh (1835), 1 Mood. 
0. 0. 431 ; R» V. Ilolloway (1848), 2 Car. & Kir. 942; R. v. Poole (1857), 
Dears. & B. 345 (workmen taking goods of their masters temporarily for 
the purpose of fraudulently increasing their rate of wages) ; compare iZ. v. 
Hall (1849), 2 Car. & Kir. 947, C. C, K., where a servant took his master’s 
goods from one part of a warehouse to another and tried to sell them to the 
master, this was held to bo larceny ; see also R, v. Manning (1852), 6 Cox, C. C. 
86, C. 0. 11. ; R, V. Richards (1844), 1 Oar. & Kir. 532 ; R. v. Dickinson (1820), 
Euss. & Ey. 420 (taking away a girl’s clothes in order that she might come for 
them, and so give the prisoner an opportunity to solicit her to commit fornica- 
tion) ; R, V. Bailey (1872), L. E, 1 C. 0. E. 347 (taking warrants forcibly from a 
bailiff in order to defeat an execution ; but a conviction on another count in 
the indictment, under s. 30 of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. o. 96), for 
fraudulently taking the warrants was held to be good); Ilewson v. Oamble 
(1892), 56 J. P. 534 (coffee taken by the vendor from an inspector who had 
bought it for analysis). 

(m) R, V. Wright (182S), 9 0. & P, at p, 654, n. ; Ji. v, P/irt/ieon (1840), 
9 0, & P. 553; IL v. Medla?id (1851), 5 Cox, 0. 0. 292; It. v. TrehiJcock (1858), 
Dears. & B. 453. 

(n) B. V. Cabbage (1815), Rubs. & Ey. 292 (where the object of the prisoner 
was only to destroy a stolen horse); R. v. JVynn (1848), 2 Oar. & K.ir. 859 
0. 0. E. (letters and money thrown away by a postal official to prevent the 
discovery of a mistake in sorting) ; R. v. Jones (1846), 1 Don. 188 (Jiuming 
a. \ottor to coivtaxn 200 . aa Vi tho ^rraonor' a . 

'Ihe ease of a servant who improperly abstracted com etc. belonring to his 
master, for the purpose of improving the condition of the masters animals, 
formerly gave rise to some differences of opinion, but it ie now provided by the 
Misappropriation by Servants Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Yiot o. 103), s. 1, that it 
any servant shall, contrary to the aiders of his master, take from his possession 
any com or other food for the purpose of giving the same to any horse or other 
annual belonging to or in the possessioa of his master, he shall not be deemed 
guilty of felony, but shMl be liable on summary conviction to imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for three months or a fine of £5. If toe lustioes 
upon the Wring of the charge are of opinion that it is too trifling, or tW it is 
inexpedient to mflict any punishment, they may dismiss the charge without 
oonvicting (t5td.). If upon the trial of any servant for feloniously taking from 
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Sbot, 1 . 1277 . There must be whafc amounts in law to an asportation 

Taking (i.e., a carrying away) of the goods of the prosecutor ; but for this 
Property, purpose, provided there is some severance, the least removal of the 
Asport^on goods from the place where they were is suflBcient, although they be 
^ * not entirely carried off (o). The removal, however short the distance 

may be, from one position to another upon the owner’s premises is 
a sufficient asportation (p), and so is a removal or partial removal 
from one part of the owner’s person to another (q). But there must 
be a severance of the goods if fastened, however slight (r). 

In cases where the asportation cannot be proved, but where the 
prisoner intended to steal and did some act in furtherance of that 
object, he may be convicted of attempting to steal («). 

The offence of larceny is complete when the goods have once 
been taken with a felonious intention, although the prisoner may 
have returned them and his possession continued for an instant 
only (t). 

Finding lost 1278 . Itisafelonious taking, and constitutes larceny, if theprisoner, 
articles, finding goods which were lost, or supposed to be lost, and reason- 
ably believing at the time that the owner can be found, appropriates 
them to his own use without making a reasonable attempt to find 
the owner (a). Although the finder may afterwards have intended 
to appropriate the goods whether the owner was found or not (6), or 

bis master any corn or other food consumable by horses or other animals the 
servant alleges that he took the same under such circumstances as would 
constitute an offence punishable under the last-mentioned Act and satisfies the 
jury thereof, the jury may return a verdict accordingly, and the court is to 
award such punishment as might be awarded by justices upon a conviction 
under the Act (ibid.). 

fo) 2 East, P. C. 555. 

(p) R, V. WaUh (1824), 1 Mood. 0. C. 14 (where the prisoner tried to remove 
a bag from the boot of a coach but did not succeed in getting it entirely out) ; 
R, V. Goslet (1782), 1 Leach, 236 (^parcel moved from one end of a waggon to 
the other) ; in both cases it was hold that larceny had been committed ; compare 
R, V. Cherry (1781), 1 Leach, 236, n. (where the prisoner st(»od a bale of goods 
up on end, but apparently did not otherwise remove it from the sp6t on 
wnich it had been placed; this was held not to be such a removal as to 
constitute larceny). 

{q) R. V. Thompson (1825), Mood. 0. 0. 78 ^lifting a pocket-book an inch 
above the top of a pocket) ; R, v. Simpson (1864), Dears. 0. 0. 421 ; R, v. Lapier 
(1784), 1 Leach. 320. 

(r) 1 Hale, P. 0. 608, 633 ; 2 East, P. 0. 556 (where a case is mentioned in 
which goods were in a shop tied to a string and the prisoner, intending to steal 
them, removed them as far as the string would allow, this being held not to be 
such a severance as to constitute larceny) ; see, however, R. v. Simpson^ supra. 
In R, V. Farrell (1787), 1 Leach, 322, n., the prosecutor, who was carrying a oed, 
was compelled by the prisoner’s threats to put it on the ground ; the prisoner 
intended to steal it, but before he could touch it, he was apprehended. It was 
held that this was not larceny). See R, v. Cheeseman (1862), Le. & Ca. 140. 

is) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 9, see p. 373, ante, 

\t) B, V. Peat (1781), 1 Lea^,228 ; 2 East, P. C. 557 ; and see v. Oreenaway 
(1908), 72 J. P. 389, 0. 0. A. 

(а) R, V. Thurhom (1849), 1 Den. 387 ; R, v. Kerr (1837), 8 0. & P. 176 ; Merry 
V. Green (1841), 7 M. & W. 623 ; R. v. Roiue (1859), Bell, 0. 0. 93 ; R, v. Mortimer 
(1908), 72 J. P. 349, 0. 0. A. 

(б) R, V. Matthews (1873), 12 Cox, 0. 0. 489, 0. 0. R; R, v. Preston (1851), 
2 Den. 353 ; R. v. (1856), 7 Cox, 0. 0. 147, 0. 0. B. (Ir.) ; R, v. Christopher 
(1858), BeU, 0, 0. 27 i R v. Moore (1861), Le. & Oa. 1. 
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may afterwards have believed that the owner could be found (c), he 
cannot be convicted, unless he bad both that intention and belief at 
the time of the finding. 

1279. At common law a taking is not felonious if the legal posses- 
sion of the goods was originally obtained by the accused lawfully and 
without fraud or trespass, as upon a finding of the goods or upon a 
delivery in trust for, or on account of, the owner. In such a case, 
if the person who obtains the goods afterwards fraudulently con- 
verts them to his own use, he is not guilty of larceny at common 
law, unless by some new and distinct act of taking, as by wrongfully 
severing part of the goods from the bulk, he determines the 
bailment, and the special property thereby conferred upon him (d). 

As regards goods bailed, it is, however, provided by statute (e) that 
whoever, beinga bailee (/) of any chattel, money, or valuable security, 
fraudulently takes or converts the same to his own use, or the use 
of any person other than the owner thereof, although he does not 
break bulk or otherwise determine the bailment, he is guilty of 
larceny and may be convicted thereof upon an indictment for 
larceny. This provision does not extend to any offence punishable 
on summary conviction (g). 

An infant may be convicted as a bailee under the above 
provision (h) ; so also may a married woman (t) ; so also may a 
person who being intrusted with money to buy goods appropriates 

(c) 7?. V. Yorke (1818), 2 Car. & Kir. 841, 0. 0. K. ("oods kej)! in the hope 
of obtaining a reward), as to which, see also R, v. reters (1843), 1 Car. & 
Kir. 245 and R. v. Gardner (1862), Le. & Ca. 243; R. v. Qhjde (1868), L. B. 1, 
C. C. B. 139 ; R, v. Deaves (1869), 11 Cox, C. C. 227, C. 0. B. (Ir.) ; R, v. KnUjht 
(1871), 12 Cox, C. C. 102, C. C. B. ; /?. v. Dixon (1855), 7 Cox, C. C. 35, C. C. B. 
In these cases, as there was no bailment, the common law rule prevailed, that 
to constitute larceny there must have been a felonious intention at the time of 
the original taking. 

The principles which govern the case of larceny of goods found do not apply 
to articles which are left by passengers in railway carriages. It is the duty of 
the servants of the railway company to report the finding of such goods to their 
superiors, and to deliver them up ; and if, instead of doing so, they a])propriate 
them to their own use, they are guilty of larceny {R. v. Pierce (1852), 6 Cox, 
C. C. 117, Williams, J.). The same principle no doubt applies to cab drivers 
and omnibus conductors (see 7?. v. Lamh (169-J), 2 East, P. C. 664; R, v. Wynne 
(1786), 1 Leach, 413 ; and as to the metropolis, London Uackney Carriage 
Act, 1353 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 33), s. 11 ; Metropolitan Public Carriage Act, 1869 
(32 & 33 Viet. c. 115), s. 9 (5), and the order of the Secretary of State made 
thereunder). As to the duty of a person who finds a stray dog, see Dogs Act, 
1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 32), s. 4. 

(d) 2 East, P. 0. 554 , 693 et seq, 

(c) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 3. 

(/) As to the various kinds of bailments, see title Bailment, Vol. I., p 624. 

(g) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 3 ; R. v. Daynee (1873), 12 Cox, 
C. 0. 514, 0. C. B. As to what larcenies are punishable on summa^ convic- 
tion, see Summary Juiisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), s. 12; Dummary 
Jurisdiction Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 22), s. 2. 

(h) R. V. McDonald (1885), 15 d. B. D. 323, 0. 0. B. 

m 7?. ▼. Robson (1861), Le. & Oa. 93 ; see, however, R. v. Denmour (1861), 
8 dox, 0. 0. 440. Any doubt there may have been on the matter seems 
now disposed of by the Married Women’s Property Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, 
0. 75) ; see title Husband and Wipe. A bailment by conjrsct is not essential ; 
a bailment by Hoence is sufficient to bring the case within the statute (R. 
Robson^ supra; R» v. McDonald^ supra). 
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SEct, h eitlier the money or the goods to his own use (/c), or one who having 
Taking received goods for sale or upon which to raise an advance appro- 
Properly. priates the proceeds (Z). 

The deposit of money under such circumstances as to constitute 
a mere debt, or where the money is to be mixed with other moneys 
and the same coins are not to bo returned, is not a bailment within 
the meaning of the above provision (m). 

Evidence of conversion which would be sufiBcient to support an 
action of trover will not necessarily justify a conviction for larceny by 
a bailee, even though a fraudulent intention be proved ; it must be 
shown that an act was done by the prisoner inconsistent with the 
purposes of the bailment and analogous to larceny, and there must 
be a definite time when the act of conversion can be said to have 
taken place (n). 

Larcmybj A servant having the manual custody of his master’s goods 
% baUoe. ig not a bailee of them. His possession is in law the possession of 
the master, and if he misappropriates the goods, he is guilty of 
larceny at common law (o). 

If a person has the bare use (p) or custody (q) of a thing, or 
receives goods or money from another who intends to remain present 
all the time they are in the manual possession of the prisoner, and 
the owner has no intention to part with the property, such a person 
is not a bailee (r). 

In each of these cases the legal possession of the goods or money 
remains in the owner, and the person appropriating them is guilty 
of a common law larceny. 

If goods are obtained by fraud from a carrier or a mere 


(fc) R, v. BunkaJl (1864), Lo. & Ca. 371 ; K v. ^dcn(1873), 12 Cox, C. 0. 612, 

0* 0. E. 

(1) B, V. De Ranks (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 29, 0. 0. E. ; B. v. Holloway Prison 

i Governor) f Ex parte George (1897), 18 Cox, C. C. 631 ; and see B. v. Richmond 
1873), 12 Cox, C. 0. 495, 0. 0, R. ; B, v. Henderson (1870), 11 Cox, C. C. 693, 
C. C. R. ; R, V. Tonkinson (1881), 14 Cox, 0. C. 603, C. U. R.; R, v. Oxenham 
(1876), 13 Cox, C. C, 3J9, C. C. R. 

{m) R. V. Hassall (1861), Le. & Ca. 68; R, v. Hoare (1859), 1 P. & F, 647, 
WionxMAN, J. ; R. V. Garrett (1860), 2 P. & P. 14. 

(n) 7?. V. Jackson (1864), 9 Cox, 0. C. 605, where Martin, B., held that a 
prisoner to whom a coat nad been lent for a day, and who was found wearing 
the coat some days afterwards on a ship bound for Australia, bad not converted 
it within the meaning of the statute; see also R. v. Weekes (1866), 10 Cox, 
0. 0. 224 ; 7?. v. Cosstr (1876), 13 Cox, C.C. 187 ; 72. v. Oxenham (1876), 13 Cox, 
0. C. 349, 0. 0. R. 

(o) 72. V. Murray (1830), 1 Mood. C. 0. 276 ; 72. v. Jones (1842), Car. & M. 
611 ; 72. V. Watts (1850), 2 Den. 14; 72. v. Cooke (1871), L. R. 1 C. C. R. 295. 
If a servant receives the property for his master and appropriates it before it 
comes to the possession of his master, the offence is embezzlement As to 
larceny and embezzlement by servants, see pp. 644, 649, post, 
ip) 1 Hale, P. C. 606 ; 2 East, P, 0. 682. 

{q) 72. V. Jones (1842), Car. & M. 611, Cresswell, J. ; 72. v. Harvey 
(1840), 9 C. & P. 363, Alderson, B. ; 72, v. McNamee (1832), 1 Mood. C. 0. 
368. But a doubt was expressed in R, v. Hey (1849), 1 Den. 602, 604, as to 
whether 72. v. McNames was rightly decided on the ground that the prisoner in 
that case was a^neral drover and not the servant of a particular employer, and 
was therefore a oailee. The law with reference to larceny by a bailee had not 
been altered at this date« 

(r) 2 East, P. 0. 683 ; 72. v. Thompson (1862), 9 Ooz, 0. 0, 244, 0, 0. B. 
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custodian, or from the owner’s servant who has no general or special 
authority from his master to sell or to pass the property in the 
goods, the person so obtaining them is guilty of larceny even 
though the carrier, custodian, or servant intended or purported to 
pass the property, for he had no power to do so, both the property 
and the legal possession remaining in the owner (s). 

1280. A taking amounts to larceny if possession is obtained from 
the owner by trick or by fraud (t), the prisoner at the time when 
he obtains such possession intending to steal the goods, provided 
that the owner did not intend to part with his entire property in 
the goods but only with the temporary possession (a). 


{s) R. V. Jackson (1826), 1 Mood. 0. 0, 119 ; R, v. Longstreeth (1826), 1 Mood. 
0. C. 137 ; R, v. Prince (1868), L. B. 1 0. 0. R 160; R, v. Robins (1854), Dears. 
0, 0. 418 ; R. V. Sheppard (1839), 9 0. & P. 121 ; R. v. 5maZ^1837), 8 0. & P. 46 ; 
compare R, v. Stewart (1845), 1 Oox, 0. 0. 174, 176. Tlie fraudulent con- 
version of property or the proceeds thereof by a person intrusted with such 
property, or who has received it for or on account of any other person, is also 
a statutory misdemeanour (Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, o. 10), s. 1). As this 
offence does not amount to larceny, it is de^t with at p. 660, post. As to a 
fraudulent conversion by a person intrusted with property under a power of 
attorney, see Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 77, p. 659, post. As 
to factors or agents fraudulently dealing with proj^rty of their principals, 
see ihid.^ s. 78, and p. 658, post. 

(t) As to obtaining possession by force or by putting the owner in fear, see 
p. GGl, post. 

(a) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 33, ss. 14 et seq. ; R. v. /8emp7e(178G), 1 Leach, 420, 424 ; R. 
V. Camphell (1827), 1 Mood. C. 0. 179; R. v. Gilbert (1828), 1 Mood. 0. C. 185; 
R. V. Stewart (1845), 1 Cox, 0. C. 174 ; R. v. Small (1837), 8 0. &P. 46 ; R. v. 
Box (1839), 9 0. & P. 120; R. v. Cohen (1851), 2 Den. 249; R. v. Pratt (1830), 

1 Mood. C. C. 250 ; R. v. Slowly (1873), 12 Cox, C. 0. 269, 0. C. B. ; R. v. 
Uussett, [1892] 2 Q. B. 312, C. C. B. ; R. v. Buckmaster (1887), 20 Q. B. D. 182, 
C. C. B. ; R. v. Hollis (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 25, C. C. B. The cases illustrating 
the principle enunciated in the text may be classified as follows : — 

Possession of goods obtained by a pretended intention to purchase {R. v. 
Campbell, supra ; R, v. Box, supra ; R. v. Cohen, supra ; R. v. Pratt, supra ; R, 
y. Gilbert, supra; R. v. Slowly, supra; R. v. Savage (1831), 6 C. & P. 143; R. v. 
Russett, supra; R. y. Webb (I860), 5 Cox, 0. 0. 154; R. v. Small, supra; R. v. 
Sharpless (1772), 1 Leach, 92). 

Possession obtained by a temporary hiring (B. v. Pear (1779), 1 Leach, 212 ; 
R, y. Cole (1847), 2 Cox, C. C. 340 ; R. v. Semple, supra; R. y. Janson (1849), 4 
Cox, 0. 0. 82 ; R. v. Brooks (1838), 8 C. & P. 295). 

Possession intrusted for the purposes of sale (B. v. Waller (1866), 10 Cox, 
0. C. 3G0; and see Oppenheimer v. Attenborough, [1907] 1 K B. 610; [1908] 
1 K. B. 221, C. A. ; and Oppenheimer y, Fraser ana Wyatt, [1907] 1 K. B. 519; 
[1907] 2 K. B. 50, C. A.). 

Possession intrusted for inspection (B. y. Rodway (1841), 9 0. & P. 784), of a 
bill for the pretended puipose of getting it discounted (B. y. Aickles (1784), 
1 Leach, 294), of bank notes for the purpose of getting or giving change (B. y, 
Oliver (1811), cited at 2 Leach, 1072 ; B. v. Williams (1834), 6 C. & P. 390; B. 
v. Johnson (1851), 2 Den. 310), of money to pay to another person (B. v. Brown 
(1856), Dears. C. C. 616). 

Possession obtained by personating another person (B. v. Kay (1857), 7 Cox, 
C. C. 289, C. C. B. ; B. v. Gillings (1858), 1 E. &F. 36; B. v. Longstreeth (1826), 
1 Mood. C. C. 137). 

Possession obtamed W ‘^ringing the changes” (B. v. McKale (1868), L. B. 
1 C. C. B. 125 ; B. v. Hollis (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 25, 0. 0. B.; and see B. v. 
Greenaway (1908), 72 J. P. 389, C. 0. A.). 

Cases of “ welshing ” (B. v. Robson (1820), Buss. & By. 413 ; B. v. Buckmaster 
(1887), 20 Q. B. D. 182, 0. 0. B.). 

“ Bing-dropping ” (B. v. Patch (1782), 1 Leach, 238; B. v. Marsh (1784), 
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If money or goods are obtained by a fraudalent trick or pretence, 
but the owner, being deceived by the pretence, intends to partiwith 
his property in the money or goods, the offence is that of obtaining 
by false pretences, and not larceny (6). 

1281 , Every married woman has by statute in her own name 
against all persons whomsoever, including her husband (subject 
as regards her husband to the proviso stated below), the same 
remedies and redress by way of criminal proceedings for the protec- 
tion and security of her own separate property as if it belonged to 
her as d^feme aole^ and it is sufficient to allege in the indictment 
that the property is her property (c). 

A husband may be indicted for stealing the goods of his wife, 
provided that no criminal proceeding can be taken by any wife 
against her husband while they are living together in respect of any 
property claimed by her, nor, while they are living apart, with regard 
to any act done by the husband, while they were living together, 
concerning property claimed by her, unless such property has been 
wrongfully taken by the husband when leaving or deserting or 
about to leave or desert his wife (d). 

Similarly a wife is punishable criminally for stealing the goods 
of her husband. A wife doing any act with respect to any property 
of her husband which, if done by the husband with respect to 
property of the wife, would make the husband liable to criminal 
proceedings by the wife under the Married Women’s Property Act, 
1882(e), is in like manner liable to criminal proceedings by her 
husband (/). 


1 Leach, 315; R. v. Moort (1784), 1 Loach, 314; R. v. WaUon (1794), 2 Leach, 
640. 

Possession obtained from a seiTant having no general authority, or no power 
to pass the property (/?. v. Robins (1854), C (Jox, U. 0.420, 0. 0. R ; R, v. Wilkins 
(1789), 1 Leach, 620; R. v. Stear (1848), 1 Don. 349; R. v. Sheppard (1839), 
9 C. & P. 121 ; R, V. Little (18G7), 10 Cox, C. 0. 559, in which case, a carman 
having delivered goods by mistake to the prisoner, it was held that the latter 
might be convicted of larceny by fraudulently anpropriating them ; R, v. 
Longstreeih (1826), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 137; R. v. Webb (1850), 5 Cox, 0. 0. 154; 
R. y. Small (1837), 8 C. & P. 46). 

(5) 7?. V. Solomons (1890), 17 Cox, C. 0. 93, 0. C. R ; R. v. TF//aon (1837), 8 C. & P. 
Ill ; R,y, Carter (1883), 47 J. P. 759, C. 0. E. ; R. v. Colman (i785), 1 Leach, 
303, n. ; R, v. Harvey (1787), 1 Leach, 467 ; R, v. Barnes (1850), 2 Den. 59 ; White 
V. Garden (1851), 10 0. B, 919, 927. This rule applies, where goods are obtained 
by the forged or pretended order of a customer {R. v. Adams (1844), 1 Den. 38 ; 
A. V. Atkinson (1799), 2 East, P. C. 673), or where any credit is given to the 
prisoner or payment made on account by him, though by a cheque which is 
dishonoured (/?. v. Parkes (1794), 2 Leach, 614; if. v. North (1861), 8 Cox, C. 0, 
433 ; R. V. Harvey^ supra). If there is either an agreement, or a custom of the 
particular trade, that goods sold shall be paid for on delivery, and the prisoner 
fraudulently obtains nossession without making the payment, it is larceny (/?. v. 
Gilbert (1828), 1 Mooa. C. 0. 185 ; R, y. Harvey ^ supra; and see the cases cited 
in note (a), p. 633, ante, 

(c) Married Women’s Property Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 75), s. 12. As to the 
effect of ss. 12 and 16 of this Act in the case of receiving goods stolen by the hus^ud 
from the wife, or vice versd, see p. 683, and title Husband and Wiitb. As to 
laying the property in the wife, see R. v. Murray, [1906] 2 K. B. 386, 0. O.B. 

(d) Ibid,, 8 . 12. 

le) 45 & 46 Viet. c. 76. 

(/) 8. 16. The above-mentioned proviso in s. 12 applies equally to 
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1282. If any person, being a member of a partnership or one of 
two or more beneficial owners (g) of any money, goods, or other 
property, steals or embezzles such property, he is by statute (/t) 
liable to be tried, convicted, and punished for the same as if he had 
not been a member of the partnership or one of such beneficial 
owners. 

Persons are joint beneficial owners within the meaning of the 
statute constituting this offence, if they form an association for an 
object which is not criminal, although by reason of non-compliance 
with statutory regulations the association does not constitute a legal 
entity (i). 

Any person is a joint beneficial owner for this purpose who has 
an interest of any kind in the proper disposition or distribution of 
the property other than that of a mere trustee or agent {k), 

1283. A man may be convicted of stealing his own goods, if such 
goods are in the possession of his bailee and the intention of the 
accused is either fraudulently to charge the bailee with the loss of 
the goods or, in cases where the bailee has a right to possession 
as against the accused, to deprive the bailee of his special property 
in the goods (Z). 


the case of the taking by a wife of the goods of her husband [R, v. James^ [1902] 
1 K. B. 540, 543, 0. 0. K.) ; the indictment need not in either case allege that 
the conditions in the proviso exist, nor need the prosecution prove afiBnnatively 
that they do exist in the absence of any evidence offered by the defendant of 
facts which would establish a defence under the proviso {ibtd.). At common 
law the wife could not steal the husband’s goods, whether she had committed 
adultery or not; a person acting in concert with her, if she had not com- 
mitted adultery, could not at common law be convicted of larceny of her 
husband’s goods; but where an adulterer, acting in concert with the wife, 
knowingly took the husband’s goods, he was held guilty of larceny, the effect of 
the adultery being to revoke the wife’s authority to dispose of her husband’s 
goods {R. V. Kenny (1877), 2 Q,. B. D. 307; R, v. Featherstone (1854), 23 L. J. 
(M. c.) 127, C. 0. k ; R. v. Berry (1859), BeU, 0. C. 95 ; R. v. Deer (1862), 32 
L. J. (M. c.) 33, 0. 0. B,)* 

{y) As to trustees, see p. 658, post. 

(//) Larceny Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 116), s. 1. As to frauds and other crimes 
committed by members of certain banking co-partnerships within the meaning 
of the Joint Stock Banks Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet. c. 96), or formed under the 
Bank of England Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 98), see the Joint Stock Companies 
Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. Ill), s. 2. At common law it was not a criminal 
offence for one co-owner of goods fraudulently to deprive the other co-owners of 
them, such co-owner being lawfully in possession (1 Hale, P. 0. 513) ; but if he 
took them from a person who was a bailee for all the co-owners, he could be 
convicted of larceny (/?. v. BramJey (1822), Buss. & By. 478), even though the 
bailee wore himself one of the co-owners {R. v. Wehater (1861), Le. & Ca. 77, 
and this is still the law in any case which cannot be brought witmn the Larceny 
Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 116). 

(j) R. V. Tankard, [1894] 1 Q. B. 548, C. C. B. A society which is not 
formed for the acquisition of gain is not a co-partnership within the meaning 
of the section (R. v. Robson (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 137, 0. 0. B.) ; but if, in that 
case, the piisouer had been indicted in a second count as one of several ioint 
beneficial owners, the conviction could have been upheld ; see A. v. Tankard^ 
supra ; R. v. Neat (1899), 19 Cox, 0. 0. 424, 0. 0. E. 

(k) R, V. Neat, supra. 

(l) 4 Just. Inst. tit. 1, 8. 10 ; 1 Hale, P. 0. 513 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 33, s. 47 ; 
Stafford v. Fooler (1594), Oro. Eliz. 536 ; R. v. Wilkimon (1821), Buss. & By. 
470; R* V. Brarrdey (1822), Buss. & By. 478; R. v. Wadsworth (1867), 10 
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1284. If, by a mistake of the owner, property is delivered to a 
person to a greater amount than be is entitled to receive, and such 
person, at the time when he receives it, is aware of the mistake 
and fraudulently appropriates such property, he is guilty of larceny 
although he did nothing to cause the mistake (nt). 

If the person accepting the delivery is ignorant of the mistake at 
the time of delivery, but upon afterwards discovering it fraudulently 
appropriates the property, it is uncertain whether or not he is guilty 
of larceny (n). 

1285. The taking must be against the will of the owner of the 
property. But where, with the view of arresting a suspected 
thief, facilities are intentionally afforded to him for obtaining access 
to property and he avails himself of such facilities and takes such 
property, the taking amounts to larceny (o). 

(iii.) Subjects of Larceny, 

1286. An article, to be the subject of larceny, must be of some 
appreciable value (p), but it need not be of the value of any known 
coin (g), and it is sufficient, if it is of value only to the prosecutor (r). 

At common law, money and all personal chattels in possession, 
which are by law the subject of property and which are of any 
definite value, can be the subjects of larceny. 

1287. There are many things which could not have been the 
subject of larceny at common law but have by statute been made 
the subject of larceny. 

1288. Land could not at common law, and cannot now, be the 
subject of larceny (s). 


Cox, 0. C. C57. According to some of the judges in It. v. Wilkinson (1821), 
Hubs. & Ey, 470, it is larceny in such a case, even though the intent is to 

defraud not the bailee but some third person. As to stealing goods in the 

custody of a sheriff, see 12. v. Knight (1908), 73 J. P. 15, 0. 0. A. 

(m) R, V. Middleton (1873), L. E. 2 0. 0. E. 38; B, v. Flowers (1886), 16 

Q. B. D. 643, 0. 0. E. 

(n) R, v. Ashwell (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 190, 0. 0. E., where fourteen judges 
were equally divided ; but in JR, v. Flowers^ supra. Lord Oolbridqe, C.J., 
Manisty, J., and Hawkins, J., stated that in R, v. Ashwell none of the judges 
intended to question the ancient doctiine that an innocent receipt of a chattel and 
its subsequent fraudulent appropriation do not constitute larceny ; see also R, v. 
Macklow (1827), 1 Mood. 0. U. 160; R, v. Davies (1856), Dears. C. 0.640; Cart» 
Wright v. Oreen (1803), 8 Ves. 405; Merry v. Qreen (1841), 7 M. & W. 623 ; R, v. 
Riley (1853), Dears. 0. 0. 149 (where, however, possession was obtained by a tres- 
pass, though an innocent one) ; Stephen, Digest of the Criminal Law, 6th ed,, 261. 

(o) R, V. Norden (undated), Post. 129 ; R, v. Egginton (1801), 2 Leach, 913 ; 

R, V. Williams (1843), 1 Car. & Kir. 196 ; but as to such attempts to entrap a 
receiver, see p. 679, note (z), post, 

{p) Formerly it app^s to have been held that this value must be intrinsic, 
and not from tne relation whidi the chattel bore to some other thing as in the 
case of deeds, covenants, and other securities for debts (1 Hawk. P. 0,, c. 33, 
8. 35 ; R, V. Westheer (1740), 2 Stra. 1133) ; but see now the cases menticaed 
in the following note in which the articles stolen were pieces of paper of no real 
intrinsic value. 

(q) R. V. Bingley (1833), 6 0. & P. 602, GUKNEY, B. ; R, v. Morris (1840), 
9 0. & P. 349, Parke, B. 

(r) R, V. Clarke (1810), 2 Leach, 1036, 1039. 

(fl) 1 Hale, P. 0. 610. Als to the definition of ‘‘property” in the Larceny 
Act, 1861, see ibid., i. 1, and note (a), p. 684, poa. 
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At common law neither deeds relating to land (t) nor the chest in 
which they are kept (a) can be the subject of larceny, as they 
savour of the realty and descend to the heir-at-law. But now anyone 
is by statute (&) guilty of a felony who steals or for any fraudulent 
purpose destroys, cancels, obliterates or conceals the whole or 
any part of any document of title to lands (c). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not 
more than five or for not less than three years, or imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for not more than two years (d). 

1289. Trees, growing crops, fruit, and similar vegetable produce 
are not, while they are still annexed to the land, the subjects of 
larceny ; but it is larceny at common law to take them after they 
have been severed from the land either by the owner or by any 
other person, even the thief himself, provided, in the case of tlie 
thief, that the severance and the taking are not one continuous 
act (e). 

By statute (/) everyone is guilty of felony who steals, or cuts, 
breaks, roots up, or otherwise destroys or damages with intent to 
steal, tlie whole or any part of any tree, sapling, or shrub, or any 
underwood respectively growing in any park, pleasure ground, 
garden, orchard, or avenue, or in any ground adjoining or belonging 
to any dwelling-house, in case the value of the article stolen or 
the amount of injury done exceeds £1. 


(0 1 Hale, P. C. 510; li. v. Westbeer (1740), 2 Stra. 1133. 

(a) 3 Co. Inst. 109. 

(h) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 96), s. 28; see also s. 27, and the 
definition of ** valuable security” in s. 1, p. 642, post. It is sufficient for tlio 
indictment to allege that the document is or contains evidence of the title of a 
person having an interest vested or contingent, legal or equitable, in the real 
estate to which it relates, and to mention such real estate or some part thereof 
(ibid.). The words ** document of title to lands ” include any deed, map, paper, 
or parchment, written or printed, being or containing evidence of the title or tiny 
part of the title to any interest in or out of any real estate (ibid.^ s. 1). The 
accused cannot be convicted if he has at any time previously to his being 
charged with such offence first disclosed such act or offence on oath in consequence 
of any compulsoiy powers of any court in any action instituted by’ a party 
aggrieved, or if he has first disclosed such act in any compulsory examination or 
deposition before any court upon the hearing of any matter in bankruptcy 
(ihid.f 8. 29) ; see p. 643, post^ where the terras of this protection are more fully 
stated. The taking of title deeds must be such a taking as would in the case 
of an ordinary chattel amount to larceny (11. v. John (1835), 7 C. & P. 324). 

(c) The fraudulent purpose should be stated in the indictment (R. v. Morrii 
'1839), 9 0. & P. 89, Aldeksox, ly. 

(d) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 28 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

1 Hale, P. 0. 510; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 33, s. 21 ; Lee v. Risdon (1816), 
7 Taunt. 188, 191. It is for the jury to say whether or not the severance and the 
subsequent taking constituted one continuous act, and if they find that the 
prisoner severed the tree or other growth with intent afterwards to steal it, but 
that, being interrupted, he went away and then returned and took it away 
without ever intending to abandon his possession of it, ho cannot be convicted of 
larceny at common law (see R. v. Townley (1871), L. R. 1 0, 0. R. 315, 320). 
That case had reference to the larceny of dead wild rabbits, but as regards 
vegetable produce the subject-matter is so fully covered by statute that the 
question is not now likely to arise. 

(/) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96) a. 32. 
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The punishment for this offence is the same as in the case of 
simple larceny ((7). 

Anyone who steals etc. a tree etc. growing elsewhere than in the 
before-mentioned situations, if the value of the tree etc. or the 
amount of injury exceeds £ 5 , is guilty of felony and is liable to 
the same punishment as in the case of simple larceny (/t). 

If either the value of the tree etc. wherever it may have been 
growing, or the injury done, exceeds one shilling but does not 
amount to £ 5 , the offender is punishable for a first and second 
offence upon summary conviction (t). Everyone is by statute (/c) 
guilty of a felony who, having been twice summarily convicted of 
this offence, commits such offence a third or subsequent time. The 
punishment is the same as in the case of simple larceny (i). 

1290. Everyone who steals, or destroys or damages with intent to 
steal, any plant, root, fruit, or vegetable production growing in any 
garden, orchard, pleasure-ground, nursery-ground, or greenhouse, is 
liable on summary conviction to imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than six months, or to pay over and above 
the value of the article stolen or the amount of the damage done a 
sum not exceeding £20 (m). A person who commits a second 
offence of this kind is guilty of felony and punishable in the same 
manner as in the case of simple larceny (n). 

1291. To take ore or coal from mines is not larceny at common 
law ; but everyone is by statute (0) guilty of felony who steals, or 
severs with intent to steal, the ore of any metal, or any lapis 
calaminaris (p), manganese or mundick, or any wad, black cawke (a), 
or black lead, or any coal or cannel coal from any mine, bed or vein 
thereof. 

This offence is punishable by imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (b). 


{g) As to "wliich, soe p. G27, ante, 

(h) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 96), s. 32. As to the punishment 
fer simple larceny see p. 627, ante. In cases of this kind where several trees etc. 
have been stolen or injured with that intent at one and the same time so that 
the taking was a continuous act, the value of or the damage done to the 
different trees may bo added together to make up the amounts mentioned in the 
section {It. v. Shepherd (1868), L. B. 1 C. C. B. 118). 

(/) See title Magistrates. 

(A-) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 2o Viet. c. 96), s. 33. 

(/) Ihid. 

(m) Ibid., 6. 36. Stealing any part of a live or dead fence, rail, stile, or gate 
is punishable on summary conviction only {ibid,, ss. 34, 35). Fruit trees are not 
plants or vegetable productions within the meaning of s. 36 {R. v. Hodges (1829), 
Mood. & M. 341). Stealing cultivated roots or plants used for the food of man 
or beast, or lor medicinal, distilling, dyeing, or manufacturing purposes, and 
growing in land which is not a garden etc., is punishable on summary conviction 
(s. 37). 

(n) Ibid., 8. 36. As to the punishment of simple larceny, see p. 627, ants. 

(o) Ibid,, 8 . 88. 

(p) Le,, calamine or ore of zinc. 

(а) “ Oawke is sulphate of baiytes ; ** wad ’* is a local name for plumbago. 

(б) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yiot. c. 96), 8. 88. Where mining has mn 
carried on by a lessee from one shaft, and ore or coal has been taken by him 
iUicitly from a number of different adjacent owners, the taking extending over 
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Any person employed in or about any mine is by statute (c) 
guilty of felony who takes, removes, or conceals any ore of any 
metal, or any mineral, found or being in such mine, with intent to 
defraud any proprietor of, or adventurer in such mine, or any 
workman or miner employed therein. 

The punishment is imprisonment with or without hard labour for 
not more than two years (^^). 

1292. Fixtures were not the subject of larceny at common law (e). 
Anyone is by statute (/) guilty of a felony who steals, rips, cuts, 
severs, or breaks, with intent to steal, (1) any glass or woodwork 
belonging to any building whatsoever, or any lead, iron, copper, 
brass, or other metal, or any utensil or fixture, whether made of 
metal or of other material or of both, fixed in or to any building 
whatsoever ; or (2) any thing made of metal fixed in any land being 
private property, or for a fence to any dwelling-house, garden or 
area, or in any square or street, or in any ifiace dedicated to public 
use or ornament, or in any burial ground. The punishment is the 
same as in the case of simple larceny (g). 

Upon the trial of an indictment for the statutory offence it must 
be shown that the prisoner was a party to the actual severance of 
the fixture. If he stole it after the severance, he cannot bo 
convicted either of the statutory offence or of simple larceny upon 
an indictment for the statutory offence (Ji). 

1293. Everyone is by statute (t) guilty of felony who steals any 
chattel or fixture let to be used by him in or with any house or 
lodging, whether the contract has been made by him or by any 
person on his behalf. 


a considerable period of time, evidence as to the taking from all the adjoining 
owners is admissible to prove the prisoner’s knowledge that he bas gone out of 
his boundary in the particular case which is the subject of investigation (li, v. 
Bleasdale (1848), 2 Car. & Kir. 765), and it would appear that in such a case 
the indictment may allege a stealing- from all the different owners, and that the 
prosecution will n<;t bo called upon to allege upon which taking they will 
proceed {ibid.), 

(c) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), e. 39. 

(d) Ibid, 

ye) But articles, such as window sashes, not permanently fixed but secured 
temporarily in their places by laths nailed across them, were not regarded as 
fixtures within this rule (if. v. Hedges (1779), 1 Loach, 201). 

(/) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 31. In the case of a fixtiiro 
in a square, street, or place for public use or ornament the indictment need 
not allege that it is the property of any person (ibid.), A cartshod is a 

building ** within the meaning of the section (It. v. Worrall (1836), 7 0. & P. 
616, Littledalb, J.) ; the indictment need not allege that the erectior to which 
the fixture was fastened was a “building” if the evidence shows it to have 
been such (R, v. Rice (1859), Bell, 0, 0. 87). As to what is a dwelling-house 
within the meaning of the section, and evidence of the ownership of it, see 
B. V. Brummitt (1861), Le. & Ca. 9; R. v. Finch (1834), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 418. 
Metal fixed on a post let into the ground is “ metal fixed in land ” (B* y. Jones 
^858), Dears. & B. 666). See also B* v. Cooper (1908), 24 T. L. £. 867, 

(o) As to the punishment of simple larceny, see p. 627, ante, 

\h) B. v. Oooch (1838), 8 0. & P. 293. 

(f) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 96), s. 74. The tenant being in lawful 
possession was not guilty of larceny at common law, if he appropria^ either a 
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fixture or a chattel belonging to the landlord and let to be used with the 
premises {B. v. Meeres (1689), 1 Show. 61), unless he had procured his tenancy 
with a fraudulent intention to steal (B. v. Munday (1799), 2 Leach, 850 ; 2 East, 
P. 0. 694). 

(k) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 961, s. 74, 

(/) As to offences in connection with dead bodies, see p. 552, ante, and title 
BuBIAL and OllEMATION, Voh III., p. 401. 

m) Haynes's Case (1614), 12 Co. Bop. 113. 

n) 2 East, P. 0. 652. The property in these articles must be laid in the 

legal personal representatives of the deceased, or, if their names cannot be 
ascertained, they may be alleged to bo the property of a person unknown 
(ibid. ; see, however, B, v. Oarlick (1843), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 62) ; if there are no legal 
personal representatives of the deceased, the property may, it seems, be laid in 
the President of the Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Division of the High 
Court of Justice (see Court of Probate Act, 1858 (21 22 Vict, c. 95), s. 19; 

Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. c. 66), ss. 16, 34). 

(o) As to concealment of treasure trove, see p. 521, ante, 

fp) 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 33, s. 24. 

Iq) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 96), s. 64. A person who finds or 
takes possession of wreck within the limits of the United Kingdom, or brought 
within those limits if found outside them (Merchant Shipping Act, 1906 
(6 Edw. 7, c. 48), s, 72), or of any cargo or other articles from the wreck which 
are found on shore, is bound to give notice to the receiver of wrecks of the 
district, and if he is not the owner to deliver up the same to him. If he does 
not do so, he is liable to a fine of £100, and ho also forfeits all claim to salvage 
and is liable to pay to the owner double the value of the wreck (Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Yict. c. 60), ss. 618, 519); see The Zeta (1876), 
L. E. 4 A. & E. 460; The Liffey (1887), 6 Asp. M. L. C. 255. A person who 
refuses without reasonable cause to assist a receiver of wreck in the preserva- 
tion of shipwrecked persons, or of the vessel, cargo, or apparel, when required by 
him BO to assist, or refuses the use of any cart or horses near at hand, is liable to 
a filne of £100, and the same fine is imposed upon the owner or oocupier of any 
land who imp^es j^ersons attempting to save persons or cargo from a wreck in 
passing over his iuijoiningland (unless there is a public road equally convenient) 
or in depositing the cargo on such land for a reasonable time (Merchant Shipping 
Act, 18^ (67 & 68 Yict o. 60), ss. 612, 613). A receiver of wreck is entitles 
to use force for the prevention of plundering, disorder, or obstruction* and 
may cause any offender to be apprehended (ibid,, s* 614)« 


The punishment for this offence is imprisonment with or without 
hard laoour for not more than two years, and if the offender is a 
male under the age of sixteen years, he may be sentenced to a 
whipping. In case the value of the chattel or fixture exceeds £5, the 
offender may be sentenced to penal servitude for seven years (k). 

If the article alleged to have been stolen is a chattel, the indict- 
ment may be in the common form as for larceny; if it is a fixture, 
the indictment may be in the same form as if the accused were not 
a tenant or lodger ; and in either case the property may be laid in 
the owner or person letting to hire (k). 

1294. Articles in which by law no person has any determinate 
property are not the subject of larceny, either at common law or by 
statute. A corpse cannot be stolen (Z), but a larceny may be com- 
mitted in respect of the shroud (???) or of the cofl5n(?i). The taking 
of treasure trove does not amount to larceny (o). A wreck, waif or 
stray, before it has been seized by the person entitled to it, is not 
the subject of larceny at common law But by statute (g') any- 
one is guilty of a felony who plunders or steals any part of such a 
ship or wreck or any goods or articles belonging thereto. 



Part XIII.— Offences against Property. 


611 


The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen years or for not less than three years, or imprison- 
ment with or without hard labour for not more than two years (r). 

1295. Any person is by statute («) guilty of felony who takes 
into any foreign port any vessel stranded, derelict, or otherwise in 
distress found on or near the coasts of the United Kingdom, or on 
any tidal water within the limits of the United Kingdom, or any 
part of the cargo or apparel thereof, or any wreck found within 
those limits, and then sells the same. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than five nor less 
than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for 
not more than two years (t). 

1296. If goods are definitely and intentionally abandoned by the 
owner, they become the property of the first person who appro- 
priates them, and until they have been so appropriated they cannot 
be stolen (ii). 

Animols force naturce^ so long as they are alive and have not been 
reclaimed, are not at common law the subject of larceny, but when 
they become the property of any person, they are capable of being 
stolen {x), 

Choses in action are not the subject of larceny (t/). Documents 
which are the evidence of such rights and the means of reducing 
them into possession are not the subject of larceny at common 
law {z). But such documents, if they constitute valuable securities, 
are by statute the subject of larceny. 

Everyone who steals, or for any fraudulent purpose destroys, 
cancels, or obliterates the whole or any part of any valuable security 
other than a document of title to lands (a) is by statute guilty of 
felony of the same nature and in the same degree and punishable 

(r) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Yict. c. 96), s. 64; Penal Servitude Act, 1891, 
(54 & 65 Viet. 0. 69), s. 1. 

(5) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Yict. 0 . 60), s, 636, 

[t) Ibid, 

\u) See E. V. Edwards (1877), 13 Oox, 0. 0. 384, 0. 0. B., where, diseased 
pigs having been buried by the ownePs orders, and the prisoners having dug 
up and taken the carcases away, the jury convicted them of larceny, and the 
coui’t aflBrmed the conviction. 

{x) As to how property may be acquired in animals force natarce, see title 
Animaxs, Yol. I., pp. 365 et seq. See also the provisions of the Larceny Act, 
1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 96), s. 21, with reference to stealing domestic animals and 
birds, i5td., p. 368 ; and as to the larceny of wild animals which have been killed 
“or reclaimed, i5id., p. 370. Fish in a tank or net or any inclosed place where 
the owner could take them at his will were the subject of larceny at common 
law (2 East, P. 0. 610) ; the taking of fish in water running through or being in 
any land adjoining or belonging 5) the dwelling-house of any person being the 
owner of such water or having a right of fishery therein is a statutory mis- 
demeanour punishable on summary conviction (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 
Yict. c. 96), s. 24). As to stealing pheasants’ eggs, see i?. v. Stride, [1908] 1 
K. B. 617, 0. 0. B. 

(y) By a chose in action is meant a mere abstract or incorporeal right to a 
thing; see title Chose in Action, YoL IV., p. 360. 

(z) This was said to be on the ground that such documents are of no intrinsic 
value and do not import any property in possession of the person firom whom 
^ey are taken (1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 33, 0 . 22; 2 East, P. 0. 597) 

(a) As to which see p. 637, ante. 
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Definition of 
** valuable 
•ecuritjr,” 


Definition of 
** document 
of title to 
goods." 


Larceny of 
will etc. 


in the same manner as if he had stolen any chattel of like value 
with the share, interest, or deposit to which the security so stolen 
may relate, or with the money due on the security so stolen 
or secured thereby and remaining unsatisfied, or with the value 
of the goods or other valuable thing represented by, mentioned in, 
or referred to in the 8ecurity(6). 

The term ‘‘valuable security” includes any order. Exchequer 
acquittance, or other security entitling to or evidencing the title of 
any person to any share or interest in any public stock or fund ol 
the United Kingdom or of any foreign State, or in any fund of any 
body corporate, company or society within the kingdom or abroad, 
or to any deposit in any bank, and also includes any debenture, 
deed, bond, bill, note, warrant, order or other security whatsoever 
for money or for payment of money, either English or foreign, and 
any document of title to lands or goods (c). 

The term “ document of title to goods ” includes any bill of 
lading, India warrant, dock warrant, warehouse keeper’s certificate, 
warrant or order for the delivery or transfer of any goods or 
valuable thing, bought and sold note, or any other document used 
in the ordinary course of business as proof of the possession or 
control of goods, or authorising or purporting to authorise, either by 
indorsement or delivery, the possessor of such document tc 
transfer or receive any goods therein mentioned or referred to (d). 

1297 . Everyone is by statute (e) guilty of felony who, either 
during the life of a testator or after his death, steals, or for any 
fraudulent purpose destroys, cancels, obliterates (/) or conceals the 
whole or any part of any will or codicil or other testamentary 
instrument. 


(h) Larceny Act, 1861 f24 & 25 Viet. c. 9G), s. 27. 

(c) lbxd,t s. 1, The following have been held to be documents of the kind 
mentioned in the above definition of a ** valuable security ; — Transfer of shares 
{R. V. Smith (1898), 62 J. P. 231); bills accepted but not signed by the drawer, 
the prisoner himself being intended to be the di-awer (/?. v. Dowerman, [1891] 
1 Q. 13. 112, 0. 0. E. ; comimre R, v. JJart (1833), 6 C. *&; P. 106) ; scrip certificates 
of a foreign railway company {R. v. Smith (1855), Dears. C. C. 561); 
post office orders {H. v. Oikhrist (1841), 2 Mood. C. C. 233, 0. C. E.) ; posbil 
notes or orders (see Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 59 (lb ; 
a pawnbroker’s ticket, as being a wairant for the delivery of goods (u, 
V. Morrison (1859), Bell, 0. C. 158) ; any agreement to pay money, if 
founded on a valuable consideration appeanng on the face of it {R, v. John 
(1875), 13 Cox, C. C. 100). The following have been held not to be such docu- 
ments : — Ee-issuable notes, after they have been paid and before they have been 
re-issued (E. v. Clark (1810), Euss. & Ky. 181; see, however, 72. v. Ranson 
(1812), Euss. & Ey. 232; an unstamped cheque (72. v. Yates (1827), 1 Mood. 
0. C. 170; 72. v. Pooley (1800), Euss. & Ey. 12) ; but in such cases as these the 
document may be described in the indictment as a piece of paper ; see 72. v. 
Ferry (1845), 1 Den. 69; 72. v. Vyse (1829), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 218) ; see further, 
as to wnat amounts to a warrant or order for the payment of money under the 
Porgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 98), p. 7 19, post. As to larceny of documents 
of title to lands, see p. 637, ante, 

(d) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 1. 

(e) Ibid,, 8. 29. In an mdictraent for this offence it is nor necessary to allege 
that the will etc. is the property of any person (ibid,). As to deeds etc. relating 
to real property, see p. 637, ante, 

(/) As to the forging ol wills, see Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 98), 
S. 21, p. 734, post 
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The punishment is penal servitude for life or for not less than 
three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for not 
more than two years (g). 

No person may be convicted either of this offence, or of stealing 
or for any fraudulent purpose destroying, cancelling, obliterating or 
concealing any document of title to lands, by any evidence what- 
ever, in respect of any act done by him, if he shall at any time 
previously to his being charged with such offence have first 
disclosed such act on oath in consequence of the compulsory process 
of a court in any action or proceeding bond fide instituted by 
any party aggrieved, or in any compulsory examination or deposition 
before any court upon the hearing of any matter in bankruptcy (/i). 

1298. Everyone is by statute (i) guilty of felony who steals, or 
for any fraudulent purpose takes {k) from its place of deposit for 
the time being, or from any person having its lawful custody, or 
unlawfully and maliciously cancels, obliterates, injures, or destroys 
the whole or any part of any record, writ, return, panel, process, 
affidavit, rule, order, warrant of attorney, or any original document 
of or belonging to any court of record, or relating to any matter, 
civil or criminal, begun, depending, or terminated in any such 
court, or any original document relating to the business of any office 
or employment under His Majesty and being in any office apper- 
taining to any court of justice or in any of the King’s castles, 
palaces or houses, or in any Government or public office. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than five nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (i). 

1299. Water in a pond or running in a channel is, it seems, 
not the subject of larceny. Water supplied by a water com- 
pany to its consumers by pipes at a fixed price is the subject of 
larceny {m). 

1300. Gas is the subject of larceny if it is fraudulently taken 
from the pipes of the undertakers (n). If the taking has been 
continuous over any period of time the whole quantity abstracted 
may be alleged in one indictment as having been taken on one 
day (o). 


{g) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), e. 29. Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

(/i) Ihid, As to the meaning of “ first disclosed,” see 7?. v. Ounnell 
(1886), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 154, 0. C. K., cited in note (h) on p. fi67,po8t; and see 
note (5) on p. 637, ante. 

(i) Ibid.^ 8. 30. 

(^) The fraudulent purpose need not be to defraud any person by using the 
document ; an intention to defeat the execution of process is sufficient {R. v. 
Bailey (1872), L. E. 1 C. 0. E. 347). 

S I) Ibid.y s. 30; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1, The 
ictment need not allege that the document is the property of any person. 

(m) Ferens v. O’Prien (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 21 ; see title Wateb Supply. 

(n) B. V. White (1853), Dears. 0. 0. 203. This is an indictable larceny, even 
though pecuniary penalties are provided by the Gas Works Clauses Act, 1847 
(10 & 11 Vicl c. 15), 8. 18 ; see title Gas. 

(o) E. v. Firth (1869), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 172. 
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1301. Everyone is by statute (jp) guilty of simple larceny viho 
maliciously or fraudulently abstracts, causes to be wasted or 
diverted, consumes or uses, any electricity. 

1302. Everyone is by statute (q) guilty of felony who steals to 
the value of 10^. any woollen, linen, hempen, or cotton yarn, or any 
article of silk, woollen, linen, cotton, alpaca, or mohair, which is 
placed or exposed during any process of manufacture in any building, 
field, or other place. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (r). 

1303. Any person is by statute («) guilty of felony who, being 
a clerk or servant, or being employed for the purpose or in tlie 
capacity of a clerk or servant, steals any chattel, money, or valuable 
security belonging to or in the possession or power of his master or 
employer. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years, and, if the offender 
is a male under the age of sixteen years, he may be sentenced to be 
whipped (t). 

1304. Everyone is by statute (u) guilty of felony who, being 
employed in the public service of the Crown, or being a constable 
or other person employed in the police, steals any chattel, money, 
or valuable security belonging to or in the possession or power of 
His Majesty, or intrusted to or received or taken into possession by 
him by virtue of his employment. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for fourteen 
years (v). 

It is not necessary to prove the prisoner’s appointment to the 
office, it is sufficient to show that he has acted in it (w). 

1305. Everyone is by statute (x) guilty of felony who (1) steals 
a mail bag, or (2) steals from a mail bag or from a post office or 

(p) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. o. 56), s. 23 ; see title 
Eleotrio LianxiNG. 

((/) Larcenjr Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96h s. 62. The state or process of 
manufacture is not complete until the articles are in a marketable condition 
(B. V. JVoodhead (1836), 1 Mood. & R. 549). 

(r) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 62 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

(«) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 96), s. 67. 

It) Ibid, ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet. o. 69), s. 1. See as to 
collusive sale by servant of his master’s property, R. v. Ilornoy (1844), 1 Oar. & 
Eir. 305 ; R, v. Tideswellt [1905] 2 K. B. 273, 0. 0. B. As to a gift by a servant 
of his master’s property, see R. v. JVhfte (1840), 9 0. & P. 344, Erskine, J, As 
to larcenies and embezzlements by servants, see p. 619, po$U 

(u) Ibid., 8. 69. 

(v) Ibid. 

(w) E. v. Eorrett (1833), 6 0. & P. 124. An under bailiff appointed by the 
high bailiff of a county court is not a public servant within the meaning of this 
section, but Qiust be indicted as the servant of the high bailiff (R. y. Parsoni 
(1888), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 498). 

(») Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48}, s. 50. 
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from an officer of the Post Office, or from a mail, any postal packet Sxot. i. 
in course of transmission by post, or (8) steals any chattel or money Taking 
or valuable security out of a postal packet in course of transmission Property, 
by post, or (4) stops a mail with intent to rob or search the mail. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (y). 

Everyone is by statute (z) guilty of felony who unlawfully takes 
away or wens a mail bag sent by any vessel employed by or under 
the Post Office for the transmission of postal packets by contract or 
unlawfully takes a postal packet in course of transmission by post 
out of a mail bag so sent. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (o). 

Everyone is by statute {b) guilty of felony who, being an officer 
of the Post Office, steals or embezzles, secretes or destroys, a postal 
packet in course of transmission by post. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years; if the postal 
packet stoleri contains any chattel, or money, or valuable security, 
the offender is liable to be sentenced to penal servitude for life (c). 

(iv.) Indictment and Evidence, 

1306. An indictment for larceny must allege that the defendant Indictment 
feloniously did steal, take, and carry away the particular 
thing {d) alleged to have been stolen, and that such thing was the 
property of some named or unnamed person. 


iy) Post OflBce Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), e. 60; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(64 & 65 Yict. c. 69), s. 1. 

(z) Poet Office Act, 1908 (9 Edw. c. 7, c. 48), s. 61. 

(а) lUd, ; Penal ^rvitude Act, 1891, euyra, 

(б) Post Office Act, 1908, «w»ra, s. 55. 

fc) Ihid,; Penal Servitude Act, 1891, supra, 

(d) It, V. Jones (1838), 8 0. & P. 288. But see B. v. Tideswell, [1905] 2 K. B. 
273, 0. 0. E. A mistake in the description of the owner of property may be 
amended, but, if it is not amended, or if the averment of ownership is omitted 
altogether, the indictment is bad; see B, v. IVard (1857), 7 Cox, 0. 0. 421, 
0. 0. R (Ir.) ; B, v. Murray ^ [1906] 2 K, B. 386, 0. C. E. If the owner of the 
property is unknoTO, the indictment should describe the property as belonging 
to a person to the jurors unknown. If goods formerly belonging to a deceased 
person are stolen after his death they must be described as the property of 
the executor of the deceased, if he left a will, or if he died intestate, and no 
letters of administration have been granted, as the property of the President of 
the Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division of the High Court of Justice 
(Court of Probate Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. o. 96), s. 19; and see Supreme 
Court of Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict o. 66), ss. 16, 34), or, if letters 
of administration have been granted, of the administrator (see Tharpe v. 
Stallwood (1843), 6 Man. & G. 760 ; Archbold, Criminal Pleading, 23rd ed., 
68). If the ^ods stolen were bailed at the time of the theft, and a third 
person steals them, the property may be laid either in the bailor or the bailee 
(B, V. Todd (1711), 1 Leach, 367, n. ; B, v. Backer (1714), 1 Leach, 367, n. ; B, v. 
Btatham (1773), cited at 1 Leach, 367 ; B, v. Taylor (1786), 1 Leach, 366; B, v. 
Woodward (1796), 2 East, P. C. 653 ; B, v. Deakin (1800), 2 East, P. 0. 663 ; It, 
y. Remnant (1807), Buss. & Ey, 136; B, y. Bird (1839), 9 C. & P. 44; E. y. 
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Bowe (1859), Bell, C. C. 93). Anyone who has possession, actual or con- 
structive, of the chattels may be alleged as the owner (B v. Bowe^ supra; 
jR. V. TTymcr (1830), 4 0. & P. 391 ; B v. Cain (1841), Car. & M. 309 ; 
refer also to li. v. Stride, [1908] 1 K. B. 617). A bailee who has parted 
by mistake with the possession of a chattel is still the owner, and may be 
so described {R. v. Vincent (1852), 2 Den. 464). Goods cannot be laid as in 
the ownership of a servant who has the bare char^ only of them (B v. 
Hutchinson (1820), Russ. & Ey. 412 ; B, v. Green (1856), Dears. & B. 113) ; but 
ioo B. V. Rudick (1838), 8 C. & P. 237). If a servant or other person has the 

S ossession of the goods, as when they are intrusted to his custody and disposal, 
e may be described as the owner (B. v. DeaMn (1800), 2 Leach, 862 ; B, v. 
Burgess (1863), Le. & Oa. 299). If a bailor is indicted for stealing his own 

f oods from his bailee, the ownership in the goods must then be laid in the 
ailee (A. v. Wilkinson (1821), Euss. & Ey. 470). Goods let with furnished 
lodgings should be descrioed as the property of the lodger [R, v. Bdstead (1820), 
Euss. ffi Ey. 411 ; E. v. Brunswick (1824), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 26), except when they 
are stolen by the lodger, in which case they should be desciibed as the property 
of the owner or of the person letting them (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, 
c. 96), s. 74; B. v. Healey (1824), 1 Mood. C. 0. 1 ; R, v. nurrell (1825), 
Ey. & M. 296). Goods seized by the sheriff under a writ of fieri facias may, 
until they are sold, be described as the property of the execution debtor (B. v. 


until they are sold, be described as the 
Eastall (1822), 2 Eussell on Crimes, 6‘ 


operty of the execution debtor {It. v. 
ed., 264, 320) ; but they may also, 


it seems, be described as the goods of the sheriff (see B v. Knight (1908), 1 Cr. 
App. Eep. 186). Clothes and other necessanes supplied by a parent to a child 
under age may be described either as the property of the parent or of the child, 
but are best described as the property of the child {Anon. (1701), 2 East, P. C. 
654 ; B V. Forsgate (1787), 1 Leach, 463 ; B. v. Hughes (1842), (Jar. & M. 593), 
Clothes and other articles worn by a married woman and other goods in the 
possession of a married woman, if they are not her separate property, should be 
described as belonging to her husband (1 Eussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 257) ; the 
separate property of a married woman should be described as belonging to her 
and not to her husband {R. v. Murray, [1906] 2 K. B. 385, C. 0. E.). If the 
oods of one person are stolen by a thief and are afterwards stolen by another 
xhief, they may be described as the propei’ty of the rightful owner, unless they 
have been sold in market overt (see p. 686, post ; 2 East, P. C. 654 ; R. v. 
Wilkins (1789), 1 Leach, 620, at p. 622; and Pollock and Wright, Possession 
in the Common Law, 152). It has been said that such goods maybe also 
described as the property of the first thief (1 Hale, P. 0. 507). If a person 
receives goods on account of someone else and steals them, the goods should be 
described as the property of the person on whose account they are received {R. 
V. Rudick (1838), 8 C. & P. 237); if the thief receives them on account of 
himself ana some other person, the goods should be described as the property of 
the other person {R. v. Barnes (1866), L. E. 1 C. C. E. 45) ; and see Larceny 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), ss. 80, 81 ; Larceny Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 
116), 8. 1 ; Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 10) ; B. v. i?o65on (1885), 16 0. B. D. 
Ifi7, C. C. E.). In indictments for stealing or embezzling property vested in the 
trustee of a bankrupt by virtue of his appointment the property may be laid in 

“ the trustee of the property of , a bankrupt,” without inserting the name 

of the trustee. But in indictments against a bankrupt under the Debtors Act, 
1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 62), Part IE., s. 11, for concealing etc. his property, the 
property must be described as the property of the bankrupt (see Archbold, 
Criminal Pleading, 23rd ed., 1140). If property belongs to a corporation aggre- 
gate, it must be described as belonging to the corporation by its corporate 
name (E. v, Patrick (1783), 1 Leach, 263 ; see 10 Go. Kep. 29 b ; Oro. Eliz. 351 ; 
Bac. Abr. Corporations, C, 3 ; E. v. FrankJand (1863), Le. & Ou. 276). If the 


E. V. FrankJand (1863), Le. & Oa. 276). 


property belongs to an incorporated company which is in liquidation, but the 
liquidator has not taken possession of the property or dealt with it as his, the 
property should be laid in the company (E. v. Bell (1S77), 13 Cox, C. 0. 623, 
0. 0. E). If property belongs to, or is in the possession of more than one 
person, whether partners in trade, joint tenants, parceners or tenants in 
common, it may be described as belonging to such persons or to one of such 
persons and another or others, as the case may be (Criminal Law Act, 1826 
(7 Gteo. 4, c. 6-y, 8. 14) ; see E. V. Boulton (1833), 6 C. & P. 637 ; E. v. Odby 
(1810), Buss. & Ky. 178 ; E. y. Scott (1801), Euss. & Ey. 13. If a joint owner, 
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tenant in common, or partner is indicted for an offence in respect of the Sior. 1. 
property of which he is joint owner etc., and it is necessary to aver to whom Taking 
the property belong, the property should be described as belonging to one or Property 
more of the othe^oint owners etc. other than the defendant and to another or 
others (see B, v. Webster (1861), Le. & Ca. 77). The property in bells and other 
goods belonging to a church may be laid in the parishioners, or, it seems, in 
Qie churchwardens (1 Hale, P. C. 512). In R, y. Wortley (1846), 1 Den. 162, it 
was held that the probity in a collecting box was rightly laid in the vicar 
and churchwardens. The property in the church may be laid in the incum- 
bent (see 2 East, P. C. 651 ). As to lead stolen from a vault in a churchyard, see 
j?. V. Oarlick (1843), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 52. The property in the goods in a dissenting 
chapel vested in tnistees should be laid in the trustees or in one or more 
of them {B, v. Boulton (1833), 5 C. & P. 537). In indictments for stealing or 
embezzling property belonging to banking co-partnerships formed under the 
Country Bankers Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 46), or for any fraud, forgery, or offence 
committed against or with intent to defraud such co-partnerships, the property 
may be described as belonging to one of the public oflBcers of such co-partnerships, 
and the name of any one of such public omcers may be used in alt indictments 
instead of the names of the persons forming the co-partnership (Country Bankers 
Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 40), s. 9). The property may also in such a case be 
laid in one of the members of the co-partnership and others under the Criminal 
Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 14 {B. v. Pritchard (18611, Le. & Ca. 34 ; see 
1 Bussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 30). See also, as to joint stock oanking companies, 

Joint Stock Companies Act, 18-10 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 111). The property in money, 
goods, chattels, secuiities for money, and all other effects belonging to a friendly 
society, or to any branch of such society, may be laid in the trustees for the 
time being in their proper names as trustees for the society or branch, without 
any further description (Friendly Societies Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 25), 
s. 51; 7?. V. Marks (1866), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 367). The property in money etc. 
belonging to a registered trade union may be laid in the person or persona 
for the time being holding the office of trustee or trustees, in his or their proper 
name or names, as trustees of such trade union, without any further descrip- 
tion (Trade Union Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 31), s. 8; Trade Union Act 
Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 22), s. 3); so as to the propeity of 
trustee savings banks (Trustee Savings Banks Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 87), 
s. 10 ; see R. v. Hull (1845), 1 Cox, C. C. 137) and loan societies (Loan Societies 
Act, 1840 (3 & Viet. c. 110), s. 8). 

County property, if vested in the county council of the administrative county 

in which the property is, should be laid in “ the county council of ” (Local 

Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 3 (iv.); and see R, v. Hunting 
(1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 177). Other county property not so vested may be 
laid in the inhabitants of the county (Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Goo. 4, c. 64), 

8. 15). Property in prisons and the things therein vested in the Prison Com- 
missioneis should be laid in tlie Prison Commissioners (Prison Act, 1877 
(40 & 41 Viet. c. 21), s. 48). Property of the guardians of the poor of every 
union formed under the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), 
and of every parish placed under the control of a board of guardians by virtue 

of that Act, should ^ laid in the “ guardians of the poor of the union 

(or “ of the parish of , in the county of ”) (Union and Parish Property 

Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 69), s. 7 ; Poor Law Amendment Act, 1842 (5 & 6 
Viet. c. 67), s. 16). Property procured or provided for the use of the poor of 
any parish, township, or hamlet, if such property is not vested in the guardians 
of the poor of a union, may be laid in “ the overseers for the time being ” of the 
parish, township, or hamlet, without stating or specifying the names of any of 
them (Poor Belief Act, 1815 (55 Geo. 3, c. 137), s. 1 ; 5 ?. v. Went (1818), Russ. & 

By. 359; Doe d. Norton v. Webster (1840), 12 Ad. & El. 442). Other parish propertv 
in a rural parish, if vested in the parish council, may he laid in “the parish 

council of ,” or if under the control of the parish meeting, may be laid in 

“ the chairman of the parish meeting and the overseers of the parish of “ 

(Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), ss. 5, 52 (5) ). In an indict- 
ment against a collector or overseer of a parish for embezzling money collected 
by him from the ratepayers the property in the money should be laid in the 
inhabitants of the parish, and the names of the inhabitants need not be specified 
(Poor Law Amendment Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet, c. 103), s. 15 ; R, v. Srmllman^ 
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Bbot.I. 1807. Several counts may be inserted in the same indictment 
Takbut agsunst the same person for any number of distinct acts of stealing, 
Property, not exceeding three, which may have been committed by him against 
lounuT B€kme person within six months from the first to the last of such 

acts, and the prosecution may proceed at the trial upon all of them(e). 

If it appears at the trial that the property, alleged in the 
indictment to have been stolen at one time, was taken at different 
times, the prosecution will not be required to elect upon which 
taking they will proceed, unless it appears that there were more 
than three takings, or that more than six months elapsed between 
the first and the last of them ; otherwise the prosecution must elect 
upon which three charges occurring within six months they will 
proceed (/). 


K l Q. B. 4, 0. C. E.). In an indictment for larceny of meat bought for 
0 of inmates of a county as 3 ’lum, the property should be laid in the county 
council, not in the visiting committee (It, v. Hunting (1908), 73 J. P. IS, 
C. C. A.). 

The property in materials, tools or implements, provided for making, altering, 
or repairing any highway may^ be laid in the local authority in whom the 
highway is vested — i.c., as to main roads and county bridges outside London, 
the county council in whom the highway is vested (Local Q-ovemment Act, 
1888 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 41), s. 11 (6)); as to main roads and other highways in 
London outside the City, the metropolitan borough council (London Govern- 
ment Act, 1899) (62 & 63 Viet. c. 14), s. 6); * as to highways in the City of 
London, the City Corporation (City of London Sewers Act, 1848 (11 & 12 
Viet. 0 . dxiii. ; City of London Sewers Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. o. cxxxiii.), 
s. 6) ; as to highways outside London in boroughs, the town council ; in urban 
districts, the uiban district council (Public Health Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet, 
c. 65), 86. 144, 149) ; in rural districts the rural district council (Highway Act, 
1862 (26 & 26 Viet. o. 61), e. 11 ; Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet, 
c. 73), 8. 26). Ab to bridge approaches and embankments vested in the London 
County Council, see London Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. o. 14), s. 6). 
The property in any sower or other matter within or under the view, cog- 
nisance, or management of commissioners of sewers may be laid in the commis- 
sioners of sewers within or under whose view etc. the property may be, and the 
names of the commissioners need not be specified (Criminal Law Act, 1826 
(7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 18). 

In indictments for stealing etc. clothes, linen, or other goods belonging to 
the Chelsea Hospital, or the commissioners of the hospital, the property may 
be laid in “the lords and others, commissioners of the royal hospital for soldiers 
at Chelsea in the county of Middlesex ” (Chelsea and Kilmamham Hospitals 
Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 16), s, 35). 

In indictments for steiding post letters etc., and for offences in respect of 
telegraphic messages sent by or intrusted to the Postmoster-Gbnoral, the pro- 
perty in such letters and messages may be laid in “ His Majesty’s Postmaster- 
General (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7. c. 48), s. 73).^ 

The property in moneys, chattels or valuable securities stolen or embezzled 
by persons in the public service, or by constables or other persons employed in 
the police of any county, city, or borough, district, or place, may be laid in the 
King (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), ss, 69, 70) ; and see as to officers 
in the customs, Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 46), s. 29. 

(«) Laroeny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 96), s. 6. It is usual, and apparently 
necessary, that the second and third counts of the indictment should state 
expressly that the offences charged in them were committed within six months, 
almough the dates may be stated, otherwise the prosecution will be confined to 
one charge (E. v. Lomdale (18W), 4 P. & F. 66, 69); see, however, R, v. 
Nichollt (1904), 68 J. P. 462, 0. 0. R, in which a lai^ number of different 
takings were alleged in one count, no date being stated. 

(/) Ibid.t 8. 6. It IB not necessary to allege any date in the indictment 
(Onminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viot. c. 100), s. 24X nor will the 
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1308 . On an indictment for larceny the prosecution must prove 
that the goods mentioned in the indictment were the property of the 
person who is alleged in the indictment to be the owner, and that 
defendant took the goods away and that he took them away with a 
dishonest intent. It must also appear that the goods were such as 
may be the subject of larceny either at common law or by statute, 
and that they were taken from the owner against his will. 

Evidence that the defendant was seen to take the goods in ques- 
tion is not essential ; it is sufficient if he was found in possession 
of stolen property shortly after the theft ; in such a case the 
jury are generally warranted in concluding that he stole the goods 
or came by them dishonestly, unless he gives a satisfactory 
explanation to show how he came by the goods. The weight of 
such a presumption depends upon the nature of the thing stolen, 
and the length of time which has elapsed since the stealing (y). 

So also if upon the trial of a person for larceny it is proved that 
he took the property in such manner as to amount in law to 
embezzlement, the jury may return as their verdict that he is not 
guilty of larceny but is guilty of embezzlement, and he is thereupon 
to be punished as if he had been indicted for the latter offence. 

No person tried for larceny or embezzlement is liable to be after- 
wards prosecuted for larceny or embezzlement on the same 
facts (h)* 

indictment be qnasbed, al though it appears by the evidence that there were 
more than three separate takings, but upon such evidence being given the 
prosecution may be required to elect upon which three they will proceed (R. v# 
Nicholls (1904), 68 J. P, 452, 0. 0. E.). If there has been a continuous taking 
the court will not compel the prosecution to elect {R. v. BleaadaU (1848), 2 Car. 
& Kir, 765; R, v. Firth (1869), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 234, 238, 240, 0. 0. E. ; R, v. 
Henwood (1870), 11 Cox, 0. C. 526, 0,^ 0. E.). 

An indictment for larceny may be in the following form : — ‘‘Worcestershire 
to wit. The jurors [for our lord the King] upon their oath present that John 
Jones on the first day of February in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine 

hundred and nine, [in the parish of in the said county] one silver watch of 

the goods and chattels of James Smith feloniously did steal, take and carry 
away against the peace, etc.*’ 

(^r) See Anon, (1826), 2 C. & P. 459; R, v, Adams (1829), 3 0. & P. 600; 
R. V. Cockin (183Q, 2 Lewin, 235 ; R. v. Hail (1845), 1 Uox, 0. 0. 231 ; R. v. 
Hewlett (1843), 3 Eussell on Crimes, 355 — 6, n. ; R, v. Cooper (1852), 3 Car. & Kir. 
318 ; R, V, Ilarris (1860), 8 Cox, C, C. 333 ; R, v. Knight (1864), Le. & Ca. 378 ; 
R, y. Evans (1847), 2 Cox, C. C. 270; R, v. Langmead (186^, Le. & Ca. 427; 
R. y. PaHridge (1836), 7 C. & P. 551 ; R, v. Smith (1862), 3 F. & F. 123 ; R. v. 
Hornby (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 305 ; R, v. Tideswelly [1905] 2 K. B. 273, C. C. E. ; 
and p. 681, post. As to a dishonest gift by the servant of his master’s property, 
see R, V. White (1840), 9 C. & P. 344, Erskine, J. 

{h) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, a 96), s. 72. In R. v. Oorbutt (1857), 
Dears. & B. 166, it was held upon a similar section in the repealed Ciiminal Pro- 
cedure Act, 1851, supra f s. 13, that although a prisoner indicted for stealing may 
be convicted of embezzlement, yet he cannot be convicted of stealing if there is 
only evidence of embezzlement, and that in such a case a conviction for larceny 
or a general verdict of guilty upon an indictment for larceny must be quashed. 
This decision makes it still desirable to consider the distin^ishing features 
between larceny by a servant and embezzlement, notwithstanding the beneficial 
provisions of s. 72 and the fact that the punishment for the two offences is the 
itfarne. But having regard to the Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 23), 
8. 5 (2), B, V. Oorbutt would probably not now be followed in the Court of 
Crimind Appeal, as that court would in such a case have the power to sub* 
stitute a veroiot of embezzlement for one of larceny* 
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Sxtb-Seot. 2. — Emhezzlement. 

1309. A servant who steals moneys or goods after they have 
come to the possession of his master, although they may be in 
the servant’s custody, is guilty of larceny; but a servant who 
fraudulently intercepts moneys or goods before they come into his 
master’s legal possession and converts them to his own use, 
commits the offence of embezzlement (i). 

1310. By statute {k) anyone who, being a clerk or servant, or 
being employed for the purpose or in the capacity of a clerk or 
servant, fraudulently embezzles any chattel, money, or valuable 
security (1) delivered to or received or taken into possession by him 
for or in the name or on the account of his master or employer, or 
any part thereof, is deemed to have feloniously stolen the same 
from him, although such property was not received into the posses- 
sion of the master or employer otherwise than by the actual 
possession of his clerk, servant, or other person so employed. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years, and if the offender 
is a male under the age of sixteen years, he may be sentenced to a 
whipping(m). 

1311. If upon the trial of a person indicted for embezzlement it 
is proved that he took the property in such manner as to amount 
in law to larceny, he is not entitled to be acquitted, but the jury 
may return as their verdict that he is not guilty of embezzlement, 
but is guilty of simple larceny, or of larceny as a clerk, or as a 
person employed in the public service or in the police, as the case 
may be, and he is then punishable as if he had been convicted on 
an indictment for such larceny (n). 

1312. The prosecution may charge in the indictment and proceed 
against the offender for any number of distinct acts of embezzle- 
ment, not exceeding three, which may have been committed against 
the same master or employer within six months (o). 


(0 There was some doubt whether in certain cases a taking by a servant from 
his master was punishable as larceny at common law (see stat. (1529) 21 Hen. 8, 
c. 7); embezzlement was not so punishable, the original taking being lawful, 
and the goods never having come into the actual possession of the master 
(1 Hale, P. 0. G68 ; B. v. Bazeley (1799), 2 Leach, 835). 

(h) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 vici c. 96), s. 68. 

0 For the definition of “ valuable security,” see p 642, ante. 

(m) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 68; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(n) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, o 96), s. 72 ; B. v. Budae (1874), 13 
Cox, 0. 0. 17, 0. 0. K. 

(o) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 24 Viet. c. 96), s. 71 ; and see the Criminal 
Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 16 Viet. c. 100), s. 18. The three offences must 
be charged in different counts, and the date of each offence is the date of 
the embezzlement, which may subsequent to the date of receipt ; the indict- 
ment must allege in terms that the three sums were embezzled within six 
months (B. v. Purchase (1842), Car. & M. 617, Patteson, J. ; B. v. Noake (1848), 
9 Oar. & Kir. 620, ObsssweIiL, J.). Upon an indictment for embezzling money, 



Part XIII. — Offences against Property. 


651 


If more than three acts of embezzlement are charged in one 
indictment, or if sums are alleged to have been received on one 
day and the evidence shows that they were received on several days, 
the prosecution will be required to elect on which charge they will 
proceed (a). But where it is the prisoner’s duty to account at 
fixed times for his aggregate receipts to date, each failure to account 
constitutes one act of embezzlement, and three of such embezzle- 
ments, if within six months, may be charged in the indictment, 
and the aggregate receipts for which he should have accounted at 
each of such periods may be proved (6). 

If the offence relates to any money or any valuable security, 
it is sufficient to allege the embezzlement to be of money or a 
valuable security without specifying any particular coin or valuable 
security. 

1313. The accused may be convicted, although the coin or 
valuable security was delivered to him in order that some part of the 
value thereof should be returned to the person delivering it or to 
some other person and such part has been returned accordingly (c). 
There must be evidence that specific sums have been received and 
have been embezzled and not accounted for. It is not sufficient to 
show a general deficiency without proving the specific sums, or 
some of them, constituting such deficiency (ci). 

To rebut a defence that errors in a clerk’s account were accidental 
or innocent, evidence may be given of other similar errors by the 
prisoner in his own favour (e), 

1314. A clerk or servant is a person under the control and bound 
to obey the orders of his master. He may be a clerk or servant 
without being bound to devote his whole time to this service, but 
if he is bound to devote his whole time to it, this is strong evidence 
of his being under control (/). 

A person who is employed to get orders and receive money, 
but who is at liberty to get the orders and receive the money 
when and where he thinks proper, is not a clerk or a servant (.7). 


if the evidence shows that the prisoner received a cheque, it must also be proved 
that he cashed it or attempted to do so (B. v. Keena (1868), L. B. 1 C. C. B. 
113); upon an indictment charging the embezzlement of money the prisoner 
cannot be convicted of embezzling goods (B. v. Clarke ( 1905), 69 J. P. 150, 0. 0. B.). 
(a) R. v. Willlama (1834), 6 0. & P. 626 ; and see p. 648, ante, 

(5) R, V. Balls (1871), L, K 1 0. 0. B, 328 (where thirty*oue separate sums 
which the prisoner had received and not accounted for were proved, and the 
conviction was affirmed). 

(c) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 71. 

(d) R. V. Jones (1838), 8 C. & P. 288, Alderson, B. ; R. v. Chapman (1843), 
1 Car. & Ejr. 119, Williams, J. ; R, v. Wright (1858), Dears. & B. 431 ; 
R. V. WoUtenholme (1869), 11 Cox, C. C. 313, Brett, J. ; see, however, R, v. 
Lambert (1847), 2 Cox, C. 0. 309, Erle, J. ; R. v. Grove (1835), 7 0. & P. 635 ; 
1 Mood. 0. C. 447 (where a contrary conclusion seems to have been arrived at 
by eight judges against seven), is not now considered to be law. See the 
observations of Alderson, B., on this case in R, v. Jones^ supra, also R, v. Moah 
(1856), 7 Cox, C. C. 60, 68. 

(e) R, V. Richardson (I860), 2 F. & F. 343 ; R, v. 

B. V. Stephens (1888), 16 Cox, C. C. 387, C. 0. B. 

if) R. V. Negus (1873), L. B. 2 C. C. B. 34, 37. 

^) R, V. Negus, supra; R, v. Bowers (1866), L 
Mayle (1868), 11 Cox, 0. C. 150; B. v ” ’ 

H.L. — IX. 


, Proud (1861), Le. & Ca. 97 ; 


B. 1 C. C. B. 41, 45; B. v. 
Marshall aS’O), 11 Cox, C. C. 490, 
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Whether the accused was acting as a clerk or servant is a question 
of fact for the jury (A). 

1315. It is not a criminal offence to embezzle the moneys of an 
unlawful and criminal society (i). But the members of a society 

0. 0. B. ; i2. V. Hall (1876), 13 Cox, 0. 0. 49, 0. 0. E. ; E. v. Walker (1868), 8 
Cox, 0. 0. 1, 0. 0. E. ; R. v. May (1861), Le. & Oa. 13. In the following cases 
the accused were held to be clerlts or servants or acting as such : — R, v. 8tuartt 
[1894] 1 Q. B. 310, 0. 0. E. (director of company employed to collect the com- 
pany’s moneys) ; R* v. Melllsh (1806), Euss. & Ey. 80 (an apprentice) ; R, v. 
Squire (1818), Euss. & Ey. 349 (accountant and treasurer to overseers); R, 
V. Hartley (1807), Euss. & Ey. 139 (^ptain of barge authorised to sell coal) ; 
R, V. Tite (1861), Le. & Oa 29, 0. 0. E. ; E. v. BoAley (1871), 12 Oox, 0. 0. 
66, 0. 0. E. (commercial traveller paid by commission and allowed to obtain 
orders for others); R. v. Oibaon (1861) 8 Oox, 0. 0. 436 (solicitor employed at 
a salary to collect rents and manage property) ; E. v. Thomas (1853), 6 Oox, 
0. 0. 403 (a collier allowed to sell coal but not obliged to do so) ; E. v. Spencer 
(1816), Euss. & ]^. 299 ; E. v. Winnall (1851), 5 Cox, 0. 0. 326 ; E. v. Hughes 
(1832), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 370 (a person only occasionally employed) ; E. v. Batty 
(1842), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 267 ; E. v. Turner (1870), 11 Oox, 0. 0. 551 ; E. v. 
Carr (1811), Euss. & Ey. 198 (a person employea also by others) ; but see the 
observations of Parke, B,, in E. v. Ooodbody (1838), 8 0. & P. 665 ; E. v, 
Foulkes (1875), L. E. 2 (j. 0. E. 150 (son assisting father who was employed by 
prosecutors) ; E. v. Worthy (1861), 5 Oox, 0. 0. 382, 0. 0. E. ; E. v. McDonald 
(1861), Le. & Oa. 86 (a person partly paid by a share of profits) ; E. v. Proud 
(1861), Le. & Oa. 97 ; E. v. Hall (1836), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 474 ; E. v. Miller (1842), 
2 Mood. 0. 0. 249 (member of friendly society employed to receive weekly pay- 
ments the property of the society being vested in trustees) ; but see E. v. Loose 
(1860), 29 L. «f. (m. 0.) 132, 0. 0. E. ; E. v. Marsh (1862), 3 F. & P, 623; E. v. 
Bren (1863), Le. & Oa. 340; E. v. Tyree (1869), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 177; E. v. 
Flanagan (1867), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 661 (a broker exclusively employed at a salary 
to distrain) ; E. v. Solomons (1909), 25 T. L. E. 747 , 0. 0. A. (the driver of a 
taxicab). The following were hold not to be clerks or servants or employed 
in that capacity : E. v. Barnes (1859), 8 Oox, 0. 0. 129 (a debtor employed by 
trustee under deed of assignment) ; E. v. Hoare (1859), i F. & F. 647 (a person 
employed or authorised to receive rents gratuitously); E. v. Ooodbody (1838), 
8 (5. & P. 665 (cattle drover permitted to sell); E. v. Barton (1829). 1 Mooi. 
0. 0. 237 (a person employed to collect an offertory) ; R, v. Freeman (1833), 5 
0. & P. 634; E. v. Nettleton (1830), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 259 (a person having an 
isolated authority to receive money) ; but see 7^. v. Hughes (1832), ibid, 370; 
E. V. Tyree (1869), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 177 (the treasurer of a friendly society) ; E. 
V. Oibbs (1855), 6 Oox, 0. 0. 455, 0. 0. It. (a bailee). 

An assistant overseer in a rural parish, though appointed by the parish 
council, is the clerk or servant of the inhabitants of the parish, and should be so 
described in the indifJtment (Poor Law Amendment Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 
103), s. 15; E. V. Watts (1837), 7 Ad. & El. 461, 469 ; see and compare E. v. 
Sampson (^1846), 1 Oox, 0. 0. 355; E. v. Carpenter (1866), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 29; 
E. V. Smallmanf [1897] 1 Q. B. 4, 0. 0. E.) ; and it is submitted that where in 
a municipal borough or urban district the appointment of assistant overseers 
either has or has not been conferred on the borough or district council under the 
Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 33 (1), such an officer 
should stiE be described as the servant of the inhabitants notwithstanding E. v. 
Coley (1887), 16 Oox, 0. 0. 226, 0. 0, E, which case, however, was not cited in 
E. V. Smallmanf supra. 

If the agreement of seiwice is in writing, and is in existence, the writing 
must be put in evidence {Re Clapton (1848), 3 Oox, 0. 0. 126). In most cases, 
such as those in which it was held that the prisoner could not be convicted of 
embezzlement on the ground that he was not acting as clerk or servant to the 
prosecutor, he may now be indicted under the Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, 
0. 10), p. 660, posty for the fraudulent conversion of the property received 
see e.^., A v. Lord (1905), 69 J. P. 467, 0. 0 E. As to officers of a local marin; 
board, see Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 607), s. 248. 

ih) R V. aafer (1861), 9 Oox, 0. 0. 1. 

(i) B. V. Hunt (1838), 8 0. & P. 642. 
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which does not exist for a criminal purpose, but which is irregularly 
constituted (it), or one of the objects of which is in restraint of 
trade (i), may be the joint beneficial owners of property, and such 
property may be the subject of embezzlement. 

To constitute embezzlement the property must have been 
received by the accused for, or in the name or on account of, the 
employer of the accused (m). If it has already been in the employer’s 
possession (?i), or, having been in the possession of any other clerk 
or servant on behalf of the master, is given by such clerk or 
servant to the prisoner to be paid or delivered to some person on 
account of the employer and the prisoner misappropriates it, the 
offence is not embezzlement (o). 

If the property is in the possession of another clerk or servant of 
the employer, and is delivered by him to the prisoner to deliver to 
the employer, and the prisoner misappropriates it, he commits 
embezzlement (p). 

The crime of embezzlement is complete when the servant fraudu- 
lently misappropriates the property, and he is not necessarily 
entitled to be acquitted because he has made true and correct 
entries in his master’s accounts (q). But if the money received for 
the employer is accounted for and not denied, the fact of not paying 
it over without some evidence of fraudulent intent is not sufficient 
proof of the felony (r). 


(A) E. V. Tankard, [1894] 1 Q, B. 648, 0. 0. R. 

(0 E. V. Stainer (1870), L. R 1 0. 0. R 230. 

(m) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), b. 68 ; E. v. Beaumont (1854), 
Dears. 0. 0. 270; E. v. llarru (1854), Dears. C. C. 344; E, v. Thorpe (1858), 
Dears. & B. 562 ; R. y. Gale (1876), 2 Q,. B. D. 141, 0. 0. R. If the receipt by 
the prisoner is wholly wrongful, being in his own name and on his own 
account, as where the prisoner earned money in his own name by a wrongful 
or dishonest user of his master's property, the offence is not embezzle- 
ment {E. V. Cullum (1873), L. R 2 0. 0. R. 28 ; E, v. Eead (1877), 3 Q. B. D. 
131, 0. 0. R). 

{n) E, V. Hayward (1844), 1 Oar. & Kir. 518; E, v. Eeed (1854), 6 Oox, 0. 0. 
284, 289, 0. 0. R In these cases the goods had been put down by the prisoner 
at his master’s door or placed by him in the master’s cart, and it was held that 
although the prisoner still remained in personal possession of the goods, his 
exclusive possession had been so far determined that the goods had come into 
the master’s constructive possession and that the offence was larceny and not 
embezzlemen t » 

(o) E, V. Murray (1830), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 276; E. v. Hawhins^S^O), 4 Oox, 0. 0. 
224, 0. 0. R. ; E. v. Wright (1858), Dears. & B. 431. In such cases the 
offence is larceny, and the prisoner may be convicted of that offence (see p. 644, 
ante) ; or he may be indicted for a misdemeanour under the Larceny Act, 1901 
(1 Edw. 7, c. 10). 

(p) E. V. Masters (1848), 1 Den. 332. 

(o) R, V. Guelder (I860), 8 Cox, C. 0. 372, C. 0. R. ; see also R. v. Lister 
(1856), 7 Oox, 0. 0. 203, 0. 0. R.; R. v. White (1839), 8 0. & P. 742 ; E. v. 
Jackson (184-1), 1 Car. & Kir. 384 ; R. v. Davison (1855), 7 Oox, 0. 0. 168, 162, 
163. It appears impossible to reconcile with these cases R. v. Jones (1837), 
7 0. & P. 833, in which Bolland, B., is reported to have said that for a clerk to 
put the money in his own pocket and make no entry was not sufficient evidence 
of embezzlement, and R. v. Greed (1843), 1 Oar, & Kir. 63, where Erskine, J., 
held that a clerk who had rendered a true account of money which he had 
received, and did not pay it over but absconded, could not be convicted of this 
offence ; see also R. v. WinnaJl (1851), 5 Cox, 0. 0. 326. 

(r) R. V. Hodgson (1828), 3 0. & P. 422, Vaughan, B. 
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If the prisoner does not deny the receipt or appropriation of the 
property which he is accused of embezzling, but acknowledges 
that he received it and alleges a right, or an excuse for detaining 
the property, unless it is clear that such allegation is merely a 
pretence, he should not be convicted of embezzlement («). 

1316. The embezzlement is committed in the place where 
the accused person has refused to account (f), or, if there 
is no evidence of fraudulent embezzlement except the non- 
accounting, in the place where he ought to have accounted 
and failed to do so (a), or has accounted falsely (b\ or in the 
place where he received and misappropriated the property in 
question (c). 

1317. Any officer or servant of the Bank of England or of the 
Bank of Ireland is by statute (d) guilty of felony who, being 
intrusted with any bond, deed, note, bill, dividend warrant, or 
warrant for payment of any annuity or interest or money, or 
with any security, money, or other effects (e) of such bank, or 
having any such property of any other person lodged or deposited 
with such bank or with him as an officer or servant thereof, 
secretes, embezzles, or runs away with the same or any part 
thereof. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (/). 

1318. Whoever, being employed in the King’s public service, or 
being a constable or other person employed in the police of any 
county, city or place, and intrusted by virtue of such employ- 
ment with the custody, management, or control of any chattel, 
money, or valuable security, embezzles any chattel, money, or 
valuable security intrusted to or received or taken into possession 


(«) See R, V. Norman (1842), Car. & M. 601, Cresswell, J. 

(<) B. V. Murdoch 5 Oox, C. C. 360, 0. 0. R. ; B. v. Taylor (1803), 2 

Leach, 974. As to place of trial, see p^. 280, note (r), ante, 

(а) R, V. Davison (1856), 7 Cox, 0. 0. 168, 162 ; and see 72. v. Rogers (1877), 3 
Q. B. D. 28, 0. 0. R., at p. 40. 

(б) R, v. Murdoch^ supra; R, v. RogerSy supra; but not in a place where he 
has accounted truly and in which he did not receive the money alleged to be 
embezzled, there being no evidence to show that, although he lived there, 
he had taken the money to that place (R, v. Treadgold (1878), 14 Cox, C. 0. 220, 
0. C. R.). 

(c) R, v. Hobson (1803), Russ. & Ry. 66 ; R* v. Rogers^ supra^ at pp. 
40, 41. 

(d) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Yict. c. 96), s. 73. Documents to which a 
bank clerk merely has access, but to which his duty has no relation, are not 
documents intrusted to him within the meaning of this section {R, v. Bakewell 
(1802b Buss. & By. 36b 

(e) Documents issued as Exchequer bills, but invalid as such from the want 
of a proper signature, are such effects” (72. v. Aslett (1804), Buss. & Ry. 
67). 

(/) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 96), s. 78; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Yict. c. 69), t. 1. This offence is not triable at quarter 
aessionf. 



Paet XIII.— Offences against Pbopertt. 


655 


by him by virtue of his employment, or in any manner fraudulently shot. i. 
applies or disposes of the same to his own use or benefit, or for any TaUde 
purpose whatsoever except for the public service, is by statute Property 
deemed to have feloniously stolen the same from the King (g). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (A). 

Such person may be indicted either in the place where he is 
apprehended, or is in custody, or in which he has committed 
the offence. In the indictment the property may be laid in the 
King. 


Sub-Sect. 3. — Fraudulent Misappropricdion hy DirectorBy Trustm etc, 

1319. Everyone is by statute (t) guilty of a misdemeanour who, Misappro- 
being a person authorised to receive money to arise from the sale priation of 
of any annuities or securities purchased or transferred under the 
provisions of Part V. of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (/c), 
or any dividends thereon, or any such other money as is therein 
mentioned, appropriates the same otherwise than is directed by that 
Act or by the Treasury in pursuance thereof. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (Z). 


1320. Any director, member, or public ofiGicer of any body MisappropHa- 
corporate or public company is by statute guilty of a misde- tionby 
meanour(m) who fraudulently (n) takes or applies for his own use 
or benefit, or for any use or purposes other than the use or purposes 
of such body corporate or public company, any of its property. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 


(g) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 70. As to larceny by such 
officers, see s. 69, p. 644, ante. For the definition of “ valuable security,” see 
p. 642, ante, A person employed by an inspector of prisons to collect contribu- 
tions due from the parents of children committed to reformatory and industrial 
schools is employed in the King’s public service (R, v. Qraham (1875), 13 Cox, 
C. C. 57, C. C. E.). An assistant bailiff appointed by the high bailiff of a 
county court is not a person employed in the public service, but is the servant 
of the high bailiff and must be indicted as such {R. v. ParsonB (1888), 16 Cox, 
0. C. 498). By the Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 36), s. 29, 
any moneys, chattels, or valuable secuiities received by any officer, clerk, or 
other person in the service of the customs, either as duties or in virtue of his 
office or employment or otherwise for the use and service of His Majesty or of 
any public departm#»nt, are to be deemed to be moneys, chattels, or valuable 
securities for the public service, and are to be considered as such within the 
meaning of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), and may be alleged in 
an indictment to be the property of His Majesty 
{h) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 95), s. 70 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1 . The offence is, it seems, triable at quarter sessions, 
but see Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1. 

(i) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 117; Larceny 
Act, 1901 (1 JEdw. 7, c. 10). 

(k) 45 & 46 Viet. c. 50. 

(/) Ibid,, 8 . 117 ; Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 10) ; Penal Servitude Act, 
1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

(m) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c. 96), s. 81 ; see also p. 657, post 
{n) Nelson v. E., [1902] A. C. 250, P. C. 
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than seven or less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (o). 

1321. Any director, public oflScer, or manager of any body 
corporate or public company is by statute guilty of a mis- 
demeanour (p) who as such receives or possesses himself of any of 
its property otherwise than in payment of a just debt or demand, 
and who with intent to defraud omits to make or to cause or direct 
to be made a full and true entry thereof in its books and accounts. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than seven nor 
less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour 
lor not more than two years (q). 


Misappro- 1322. Everyone is by statute (r) guilty of a misdemeanour who, 
priaUon by being a trustee of any property («) for the use or benefit, either 
wholly or partially, of some other person, or for any public or 
charitable purpose, with intent to defraud converts or appropriates 
the same or any part thereof to his own use or benefit, or the use 
or benefit of any person other than such person as aforesaid, or 
for any purpose other than such public or charitable purpose, or 
otherwise disposes of or destroys such property or any part thereof. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than seven nor 
less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour 
for not more than two years (t). 

No prosecution for this offence may be commenced without the 
sanction of the Attorney-General or, if that ofiSce be vacant, of the 
Solicitor-General. 


(o) Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw, 7, c. 10, s. 1 (1) ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Yict. c. 69), s. 1. The punishment for this offence, and for offences 
against ss. 77 — 84 of the Act of 1861, is stated in s. 75 of the Larceny Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Vict. c. 96) ; that section was repealed by the Larceny Act, 1901 
(lEdw. 7, c. 10), s. 1 of which is substituted for ss. 75 and 76 of the Larceny 
Act, 1861, and imposes the same punishment. None of the offences men- 
tioned in ss. 77 — 86 of the Larceny Act, 1861, or in the Larceny Act, 1901 
(1 Edw. 7, c. 10), are triable at quarter sessions (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Vict. c. 96), 8. 87). As to evidence see p. 657, note (5), post, 

(p) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 96), s. 82. 

(9) Ihid.; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 56 Yict. c. 69), s. 1. 

Ir) Ibid.f s. 80. 

(5) The term “trustee” here means a trustee on some express trust created 
by some deed, will, or instrument in writing, and includes the heir or personal 
representative of any such trustee, and any other person upon or to whom the 
duty of such trustee shall have devolved or come, and also an executor and 
administrator and an official manager, assignee, liquidator, or other like officer, 
acting under any Act relating to joint stock companies, bankruptcy or insol- 
vency (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 96), s. 1). For a delinition of 
“property” see i6td., and p. 684, note (a), post. The secretary, trustee, and 
manager of a savings bank has been held to be within this definition a trustee 
of money which he received as secretary, and the rules of such a society may be 
such an instinment as to create an express trust {It, v. Fletcher (1862), Le. & 
Ca. 1 80). A document by which a debtor undertook to hold certain goods in 
trust for his creditor and to pay him the proceeds thereof is an instrument 
creating such a trust [R. v. Totvnshend (1884), 15 Oox, 0. 0. 466). It is 
sufficient for liie indictment to allege that tne defendant was a trustee without 
alleging an express trust {R, v. P^per (1900), 65 J. P. 10). 

(<) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 96), s. 75 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Yict. c. 69), a 1 ; and see note (0), infra. 
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If any civil proceedings have been taken against the defendant, 
no person who has taken such civil proceedings may commence any 
prosecution for this offence without the sanction of the court or 
judge before whom such civil proceedings have been or shall be 
pending {a). 

The defendant cannot be convicted of this offence by any evidence 
whatever in respect of any act done by him, if he shall at any time 
previously to his being charged with such offence have first disclosed 
such act on oath in consequence of any compulsorjr process of any 
court in any action, suit or proceeding bond fide instituted by any 
party aggrieved {b). 

1323. Everyone is by statute (c) guilty of a misdemeanour who, 
being intrusted, either solely or jointly with any other person, with 
any power of attorney for the sale or transfer of any property (d), 
fraudulently sells or transfers or otherwise converts the same or 
any part thereof to his own use or benefit, or the use or benefit of 
any person other than the person by whom he was so intrusted. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not less than two years (e). 

1324. Everyone is by statute (e) guilty of a misdemeanour who, 
being a factor or agent intrusted either solely or jointly with any 
other person for the purpose of sale or otherwise with the possession 
of goods or of any document of title to goods (/), makes, contrary to 
or without the authority of his principal, for the use or benefit of 
himself or of any person other than his principal and in violation 
of good faith, any consignment, deposit, transfer, or delivery of any 
goods or documents of title so intrusted to him, by way of pledge, 
lien or security for any money or valuable security borrowed or 
received by such factor or agent, or accepts any advance on the 


(a) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 96), s. 80. 

(b) Ibid., s. 85. A statement or admission made by the defendant in any 
compulsory examination or deposition before any court on the hearing of any 
matter in bankruptcy is not admissible in eyiaenoe against him in any pro- 
ceeding in respect of the offence mentioned in ss. 77 to 85 of the Larceny Act, 
1861, or in tiie Larceny Act, 1901 (Bankruptcy Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 71), 
B. 27 (2), see p. 399, note (</), ante, but his statement of affairs is admissible (R. v. 
Pike, [1902] 1 K. B. 652, 0. 0. R.). ** ShaU have first disclosed ” means shall have 
first made known that which before was not known ; and there is a great dis- 
tinction between what is known and what is mere gossip or surmise {R. v. 
Qunyiell (1886), 16 Cox. C. C. 154, 157, 158, C. 0. R.). 

(c) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 77. 

(d) For definition of “ property,” see ibid., s. 1, and p. 684, poet. 

(e) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 78 ; Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 
7, c. 10), sa 1, 2. As to evidence, see note (5), supra. 

(/) “ Document of title to goods” includes any bill of lading, India warrant, 
dock warrant, warehouse keeper’s certificate, warrant or order for the delivery 
or transfer of any goods or valuable thing, bought and sold note, or any^ other 
document used in the ordinary course of business as proof of the possession or 
control of goods, or authorising or purporting to authorise, either by indorsement 
or by delivery, the possession of such document to transfer or receive any goods 
thereby representea or therein mentioned or referred to (Larceny Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Vict 0. 96), s. 1). 
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faith of any contract to consign, deposit, transfer or deliver such 
goods or documents of title. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than seven or 
for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (g). 

Every clerk or other person who knowingly and wilfully assists 
such factor or agent to commit this offence is guilty of a 
misdemeanour (/i). 

The punishment is penal servitude for not exceeding seven years (i). 

No such factor or agent is liable to any prosecution for consigning, 
depositing, transferring or delivering any such goods or documents 
of title if the same are not made a security for or subject to the 
payment of any greater sum of money than the amount which at 
that time was justly due to such agent from his principal, together 
with the amount of any bill of exchange drawn by or on account of 
the principal and accepted by the factor or agent (k). 

1325. Everyone is by statute (Z) guilty of a misdemeanour who, 
(1) being intrusted, either solely or jointly with any other person, 
with any property (m) in order that he may retain in safe custody (?i) 


{g) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 78 ; Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, 
c 10), fls. 1,2; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

{h) Jbid.f 8. 77. 

U) Ibid.y s. 75. 

(/c) lbid»f s. 78. It is provided by s. 79 that any factor or agent so intrusted and 
possessed of any such document of title, whether derived immediately from the 
owner or obtained by reason of the factor or agent having been intrusted with 
the possession of the goods or of any document of title thereto, is to be deemed to 
have been intrusted with the goods represented by the document of title ; every 
contract pledging or giving a lien upon such document of title is to be deemea 
to be a pledge of and a Tien upon the goods ; such factor or agent is to be 
deemed to be possessed of such goods or document whether the same are in his 
actual custody or held by any other person subject to his control, or for him or 
on his behalf; where any advance is bond fide made to any factor or agent 
BO intrusted on the faith of any contract in writing to consign, deposit, transfer, 
or deliver the goods or documents of title, and such goods or documents are 
actually received by the person making such advance without notice that the 
factor or agent was not authorised to make the pledge or security, such advance 
is to be deemed to be an advance on the security of the goods or documents of 
title, though such goods or documents are not actually received by the person 
making the same till some period subsequent thereto ; any contract, whether 
made direct with the factor or agent or with any clerk or other person on his 
behalf, is to be deemed to be a contract made with him ; any payment made, 
whether by money, bill of exchange, or other negotiable security, is to be 
deemed to oe an advance within the meaning of s. 78 ; and a factor or agent 
in possession as aforesaid of such goods or documents is to be taken for the 
purposes of that section to have been mtrusted therewith by the owner, imless the 
contrary be shown in evidence. All the cases provided for by s. 78 of the Act 
would now appear to be covered by the wider and simpler terms of the Larceny 
Act,* 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 10), s. 1, under which proceedings are now usually taken. 

{1) Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 10), s. 1. This Act is to have effect as* 
part of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 96) ; it repeals ss. 75 and 76 of that 
Act, and s. 1 of the Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 10), is to be deemed to be 
substituted for those sections, and references in any Act to those sections are 
to be construed as references to s. 1 of the Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 10). 
As to evidence, see p. 657, note (5), ante, 

(m) For definition of property, see Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet o. 96), s. 1, 
and p. 684, poit 

(n) See JR. T. Cooper (1874), L. B. 2 C. 0. B. 123 ; R, y. Newman (1882), 
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or apply, pay or deliver, for any purpose or to any person, the 
property or any part thereof or any proceeds thereof ; or (2) having, 
either solely or jointly with any other person, received any property(o) 
for or on account of any other person (p), fraudulently converts to 
his own use or benefit, or the use or benefit of any other person, 
the property or any part thereof or any proceeds thereof. 

This provision does not apply to or affect any trustee on any 
express trust created by a deed or will (q) or any mortgagee of any 
property, real or personal, in respect of any act done by the trustee 
or mortgagee in relation to the property affected by the trust or 
mortgage (r). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven or for not less than three years, or imprisonment with 
or without hard labour for not more than two years (s). 

Sub-Sbot. 4. — Falsification etc. of Accounts. 

1326. Any clerk, oflBcer, or servant, or any person employed or 
acting in the capacity of a clerk, officer, or servant (t) is by statute 
guilty of a misdemeanour (w) who, (1) wilfullv and with intent to 
defraud, destroys, alters, mutilates, or falsines any book, paper, 
writing, valuable security (a;) or account which belongs to or is in the 
possession of his employer, or has been received by him for or on 
behalf of his employer, or who, (2) wilfully and with intent to 
defraud, makes or concurs in making any false entry in, or omits 
or alters, or concurs in omitting or altering, any material particular 
from or in any such book, or any document or account (a). 

8 Q. B. D. 706, 0, 0. E. decided on ss. 75, 76 of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 
Viet. c. 96), now repealed. 

(o) See note (a), p, 684, aute. 

( j?) A debt collector who dishonestly appropriates moneys received for his 
principal may be convicted of this offence (R, v. Lord (1905), 69 J. P. 467, 
0. C. E.) ; compare R, v. (1904), 68 J.P. 143, Bosanquet, K.O., Common 

Serjeant, where the money having been received by the defendant as deposits 
from persons whom he engaged as clerks, it was held that the case was not 
within the Act. The receipt must be for or on account of the prosecutor, and 
where the money was received from debtors who only knew the defendant as 
their creditor, and knew nothing of the prosecutor to whom the defendant had 
transferred his business, an acquittal was directed {R, v. South (1907), 71 J. P. 
191, Bosanquet, K.O., Common Serjeant). 

(o) As to tiustees, see p. 656, ante. 

(r) Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 10), s, 1 (2). 

(aj Ihid,^ 8. 1 ; Penal Seivitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

\t) See p. 651, ante. The record of a taxicab is an account within thlS section 
(R. V. Solomons (1909), 25 T. L. E. 747, C. 0. A.). 

(tt) Palsifioation of Accounts Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 24), s. 1. This Act 
is to be read as one with the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96) {ihid.^ s. 3). 
It is sufficient in any indictment under the Act to allege a general intent to 
defraud without naming any paiticular person intended to be defrauded 
s. 2). To cause fraudulently an innocent person to make, or to concur 
fraudulently in his making, a false entry is within the Act (R. v. Butt (1884), 
15 Cox, C. 0. 564, C. 0. E.). A person who delivers an account accurate in its 
details, and which states the final balance as being ** balance in hand,” does not 
commit this offence, although he may not have in his possession the amount of 
such balance {R. v. WiUiaTns (1899), 19 Cox, C. C. 239, 0. C. E.). As to the use 
by an asrent of a false document with intent to deceive his principal, see 
p. 710, post, 
ix) 8^ p. 642, ante. 

(a) Although not so expressly stated in the section, document or account 
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The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than two years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (6). 

1327. Any director, officer, or contributory of any company 
being wound up is by statute guilty of a misdemeanour (c) who 
(1) destroys, mutilates, alters, or falsifies any books, papers, or 
securities, or who (2) makes or is privy to making any false or 
fraudulent entry in any register, book of account, or document 
belonging to the company with intent to defraud or deceive any 
person. 

The punishment is imprisonment with or without hard labour 
for not more than two years (d). 

1328. Any director, manager, public officer, or member of any 
body corporate, or public company is guilty of a misdemeanour (e) 
who, with intent to defraud, (1) destroys, alters, mutilates, or 
falsifies any book, paper, writing, or valuable security (/) belonging 
to the body corporate or company, or (2) makes or concurs in 
making any false entry, or omits or concurs in omitting any 
material particular in any book of account or other document. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not less than two years (g). 

1329. A director, manager (A), or public officer of any body 
corporate or public company is by statute guilty of a mis- 
demeanour (i) who makes, circulates, or publishes, or concurs in 


here mentioned must be a document or account belonging to or in possession of 
the employer, or received by the prisoner for or on account of the employer, 
and must be so alleged in the indictment [B, v. Paliiiy [1906] 1 K. B. 7, 
C. C. R), The falsification of a mechanical means of recording an account is 
within tne Act (if. v. Solomons (1909), 25 T. L. R. 747, 0. 0. A.). 

(5) Falsification of Accounts Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 24), ss. 1, 3. Penal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The defendant may also be fined 
and required to find sureties for good behaviour. Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet. 0. 96), 8.117. 

(c) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 216. 

(cf) Ibid. This ofience and those previously mentioned in this sub-section 
are triable at quarter sessions. 

{f) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 83 ; see also s. 81, and as to 
evidence p. 657, note (6), ante, 

(/ ) See p, 642, ante. 

Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 83. 

{h) A person who is de facto manager of the business affairs of the company 
is a manager within the meaning of the section, although he may not have oeen 
formally appointed to that office ; but a person who merely controls the polioy 
of the directors or of the company, and who has not been appointed manager, 
is not within the section {It, v. Lawson^ [1905] 1 K. B. 541, 545, 550, 0. C. R.). 

(t) Laroenj^ Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, o. 96), s. 84. There is an intent to deceive 
and defraud if the defendant made or published false statements of account, 
knowing they were false, with the intent that they Jshould be acted upon by those 
whom ^ey should reach {R. v. Birt (1899), 63 J. P. 328 ; see also Be Lond<m and 
Globe Finance Corporation^ [1903] 1 Oh. 728, 732). If it appears to the court 
having jurisdiction in the winding up of public companies in the course of the 
winding up by or subject to the su^rvision of the court that any past or present 
director, manager, officer, or member of the company has been guilty of any 
offence in relation to the company for which he is criminally responsible, the 
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making, circulating, or publishing any written statement or account 
which he knows to be false in any material particular with intent 
to deceive or defraud any member, shareholder, or creditor thereof, 
or with intent to induce any person to become a shareholder or 
partner therein, or to intrust or advance any property to such 
body corporate or public company, or to enter into any security 
for the benefit thereof. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (/c). 

SuB-Seot. 5.--Itohhery. 

1330. Robbery is a felony at common law and also by statute, 
and consists in the felonious taking (1) of money or goods of some 
value from the person of another, or in his presence, if the property 
is under his immediate and personal care and protection (m), 
against his will and either by violence or by putting him in fear. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than fourteen or 
less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour 
for not more than two years (n). 

Unless there was a putting in fear, there must have been some 
violence used. The putting in fear must bo before or at the time 
of the taking; it is not sufficient it it only follows it(o). A surrep- 
titious taking from the person is not robbery ; nor is a sudden 


court may, on the application of any person interested in the winding up, or of 
its own motion, direct the liquidator to prosecute for the offence; and may order 
the costs and expenses to be paid out of the assets of the company. In the case 
of a voluntary winding up the liquidator may, with the previous sanction of the 
court, prosecute any such officer or member for any such offence, and the 
expenses of the prosecution are payable out of the assets of the company in 
pnority to all other liabilities (Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1909 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 69), 8 217). In deciding upon an application for leave to institute such a 
prosecution the court will look to see whether such facts are made out as that, 
if they are not shown to be erroneous or displaced by other facts, a conviction 
ought to ensue ; it will not have regard to the interests or advantage of any 
person or class, but will consider whether a good citizen in discharge of his 
duty to the State would think that in such a case he ought to prosecute and 
bear the expense {Be London and Globe Finance Corporation^ Ltd,^ [1903] 
1 Ch. 728, 733, 735) ; and the court will not refuse to direct a prosecution 
merely because the law officers have refused to sanction it (ibid, ; see also Re 
Dmham & Co. (1884), 53 L. J. (CH.) 1113). 

{k) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 96), s, 84 ; Penal Servitude Act, 
1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

(Z) Robbery includes a larceny ; as to what amounts to a taking in larceny, 
see p. 630, ante. There is a sufficient taking even though the gooda be only for 
an instant of time in the robber’s possession (R. v. Lapier (1784V 1 Leach, 320). 

(m) 1 Hale, P. 0. 633. If one, having first assaulted another, takes away 
his horse standing by him ; or, having put him in fear, drives his cattle out of 
his pasture in his presence ; or takes up his purse which, in his fright, he has 
thrown into a busn, these are robberies (1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 34, s. 8 ; 2 East, 
P. C. 707; R. V. Francis (1735), 2 Stra. 1015; R. v. Donnally (1779), 1 Leach, 
193, 199 ; B. v. Selway (1859), 8 Cox, 0. 0. 235). 

(n) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 40 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The offence is triable at quarter sessions; but an 
offence under the Larceny Act, 1861, supra, s. 43, is not. 

(o) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 34, s. 9; R. v. Gnosil (1824), 1 0. & P. 304. 
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8bot. 1 . snatching unawares, unless some injury be thereby done to the 
Taking person, or unless there has been some previous struggle for the 
Property, possession of the property (p). 

It is not necessary to allege in the indictment, or to prove that 
there was actual fear on the part of the person robbed. If money 
be demanded, and the fact be attended with those circumstances of 
terror and violence which in common experience are likely to 
induce a man to part with his property for the safety of his person, 
the law will presume fear (q). 

The mode of threatening or the absence of any verbal threat is 
immaterial, if the circumstances show an intentional putting in 
fear(?*). Nor is it necessary that a demand of money should be 
made, if money is paid from motives of terror («). 

It is robbery, if a person is by force or fear compelled to sell his 
goods at an inadequate price, and if the prisoner's intent was 
felonious (t). The fear may be either of personal violence to the 
person robbed, or to a member of his family (a), or of serious injury 
to his property (5), or of loss of character or place by reason of 
being charged with unnatural practices, where such a charge is 
threatened (c), whether such charge be true or false (cZ). 

Threats to accuse one of a crime other than unnatural prac- 
tices (e), or to accuse a third person of an unnatural offence (/), 
are not sufficient to support an indictment for robbery. 

If money is obtained by means of a threat to accuse of unnatural 
practices, this does not amount to robbery, unless the payment is 
made at the time ; if the payment is not until after the prosecutor 


(р) 2 East, P. 0. 702, 708 ; Jl, v. Lapier (1784), 1 Leach, 320; B, v. Macanley 
(1783), 1 Leach, 287 ; B, v. Baker (1783), ibid. 290 ; B. v. A/oore (1784), ibid. 335 ; 
B.y. Walk (1845), 2 Car, & Kir. 214. But where the prosecutor’s watch was 
fastened to a steel chain which went round his neck, and the prisoner stole the 
watch by jerking and breaking the chain, a conviction for robbery was affirmed 
by the 3 udges (- 8 . v. Mason (1820), Buss. &By. 439). 

( 5 ) Post. 128, approved by the judges in B, v. Donolly (1779), 1 Leach, 193, 
196, 197 ; 2 East, P. 0. 715 ; see also 2 East, P. C. 711 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 34, 
8 . 9. But if there is no violence, and the prosecutor states that he did not part 
with his property from any apprehension of violence to his person or injuiy to 
his character, but for some otner reason, there is no robbery (i?. v. Beane (1794), 
2 Leach, 616 ; B. v. Fuller (1820), Buss. & By. 408). 

(r) As where a man with a drawn sword, or other circumstances of terror 
indicating a felonious intent, begs alms (2 East, P. C. 711). 

(a) B. v. Blachham (1787), 2 East, P. 0. 711, where the prisoner was attempt- 
ing to commit a rape upon the prosecutrix and without any demand by him, 
gave him money to induce him to desist. 

(^) B. V. Simons (1773), 2 East, P. C. 712 ; B. v. Spencer (1783), 2 East, P. C. 
712; see 1 Hawk. r. C., c. 34, s. 14, 

(a) B. V. Donolly, supra. 

Ih) Ibid. ; see B. v. Winkworth (1830), 4 0. & P. 444. 

(с) B. V. Beane, supra; B. v. Jones (1776), 1 Leach, 139; B. v. Donolly, 
supra; B.v, Hickman (1783), 1 Leach, 278; B. v. Cannon (1809), Buss. & By. 
146 ; B. V. Egerton (1819), Buss, & By. 375 ; B. v. Elmstead (1802), 2 Bussell on 
Crimes, 106 ; B. v. Stringer (1842), 2 Mood. 0. C. 261 ; see, however, B. v. 
Taunton (1840), 2 Mood. 0. C. 118. 

(d) B. V. Gardner (1824), 1 0, & P. 479 ; as to attempts to extoii; money by 
threats to accuse of crime, see p. 666 , post. 

(e) B, v, Knetuland (1796), 2 Leach, 721, 730. 
if) R, V. Edward (1833), 1 Mood. & B. 257. 
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has had time to consult another person or to obtain assistance, the 
offence of robbery is not committed (g). TaUmf 

A hondjide claim of right to the money or goods taken is a good Property, 
defence to an indictment for robbery (h). 

The return of the property by the robber will not purge the 
offence (i). 

^y property may be the subject of robbery which is capable of 
being stolen ; the value is immaterial, provid^ it be of any value 
at all to the prosecutor (fc). It must be the prosecutor’s property 
and have been in his peaceable possession (Z). 

One or more prisoners may be charged in one indictment with 
robberies committed upon different persons, if such robberies 
constituted one entire transaction without an interval of time (m). 

1331. If upon the trial of a person upon an indictment for Verdict of 
robbery it appears to the jury that he did not commit robbery, but 
that he committed an assault with intent to rob, they may find 
him guilty of and he may be punished for the latter offence. No 
person so tried is liable to be afterwards prosecuted for an assault 
with intent to commit the robbery for which he was so tried (n). 

Upon an indictment for an assault with intent to rob the prisoner 
cannot be convicted of a common assault (o). 

Upon an indictment for robbery, or for larceny from the person, 
the prisoner may be convicted of simple larceny (p). 


1332. Whoever assaults any person with intent to rob is guilty of Assault with 
felony and liable to penal servitude for not more than five or not 
less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour 
for not more than two years {q). 


{g) U, V. Jackson (1802), 1 Leach, 193, n. 

\h) R. V, Hall (1828), 3 C. & P. 409 ; R, v. Hemminge (1864), 4 P. & F. 60, 
where the prisoner had assaulted the prosecutor, who was his debtor, and so 
obtained a cheque from him, and it was held not to be robbery ; see also R, v. 
Roden (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 395. 

(t) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 34, s. 2 ; R. v. Peat (1781), 1 Leach, 228. 

(k) R. V. Bingley (1833), 5 C. & P. 602. 

(l) R. V. Phipoe (1795), 2 Leach, 673, where the prosecutor was compelled 
to give a promissory note, the paper on which it was written being the property 
of the prisoner, and this was held not to be robbery. Such cases are now met by 
the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 48, p. 667 ^ post 

(m) R. V. Qiddins (1842), Car. & M. 634, where the indictment contained 
only one count. 

{n) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 41, But if a count for an 
assault with intent to rob is added to an indictment for robbery, the prosecution 
maybe required to elect upon which count they will proceed {It v. Oough (1831), 
1 Mood. & R. 71). 

(o) R. V. Woodhall (1872), 12 Cox, C. C. 240. 

lp) 2 Hale, P. C. 302. 

l q) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c. 96), s. 42; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1, The indictment must allege either an intent to rob, 
or an intent to violently steal {R. v. Monteth (17951, 2 Leach, 702 ; i2. v. Huxley 
(1842), Oar. & M. 696). There need be no ^ual demand for money or goods 
\r. V. Trusty (1783), 1 East, P. 0. 418; R, y, Sharwin (1786), 1 East, P. 0. 
421). An assault coupled with a threat to accuse of unnatural practices with a 
view to extort money is an assault with intent to rob (B, v. Stringer (1842), 2 
Mood. C. 0. 261). As to the effect of a claim of right to the goods or money 
demanded, see R. v. Boden^ supra / as to what amounts to an assault, p. 606 
ante. 
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1333. Everyone is by statute guilty of felony (1) who, being armed 
with any offensive weapon or instrument, robs, or assaults with 
intent to rob, any person, or (2) who, together with one or more other 
persons, robs, or assaults with intent to rob, any person, or (3) who 
robs any person and, at the time of, or immediately before, or 
immediately after such robbery, wounds, beats, strikes, or uses any 
other personal violence to any person (r). 

The punishment for such offence is penal servitude for life («) ; 
the offender may also be sentenced to be once, twice, or thrice 
privately whipped, provided (1) that in the case of a male whose 
age does not exceed sixteen years the number of strokes at each 
whipping must not exceed twenty-five, and the instrument used 
must be a birch rod ; (2) that in the case of any other offender the 
number of strokes at each whipping must not exceed fifty ; (8) that 
the court must in each case specify the number of strokes to be 
inflicted and the instrument to be used ; (4) that no whipping shall 
take place after the expiration of six months from the passing of 
the sentence ; and (5) that in the case of a person sentenced to 
penal servitude the whipping must be inflicted before he is removed 
to a convict prison (t). 

1334. It is by statute (a) a felony to steal any chattel, money, or 
valuable security from the person. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than fourteen 
or not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (6). 

The property stolen must have been completely removed from 
the person of the prosecutor. An asportation sufficient to constitute 
simple larceny (c) is not necessarily sufficient to support an indict- 
ment for stealing from the person (d) ; but if the property is 
temporarily, though but for one moment, in the prisoner’s 
possession, he may be convicted of this offence (e). 

Sub-Seot. 6. — Extortion ly Threats, 

1335. It is by statute (/) a felony to send, deliver, or utter, or 
directly or indirectly to cause to be received, knowing the contents 


(r) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 43. 

1 hid. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(i) Garrotters Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Yict. c. 44), s. 1. The provisions of this 
Act also apply to attempts to choke or strangle with intent to commit any 
indictable offence punishable under the Offences against the Person Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. 0 . 100), s. 21, p. 602, ante, 

(а) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 40. 

(б) Ibid.; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

(c) See p. 630, ante, 

{a) B, V. Thompson (1825), 1 Mood. 0. C. 78, where the prisoner having lifted 
a ^oket-book partly out of the prosecutor’s pocket, it was held that, almough 
guilty of simple larceny, he had been wrongly convicted of larceiw from &e 
person. The ruling in this case was disapproved by Jeevis, 0./., in B, v. 
Simmon (1854), Dears. 0. 0. 421, 424. 

(f) jB. y. Lqpier (1784), 1 Leac^, 320, where an earring tom from a lady’s ear 
dropped in her hair ; B, v. Simpson^ supra, watch and chain taken, but a key on 
the chain caught in the prosecutor’s clothes and prevented an entire removal 
(/) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 96), s. 44. 
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thereof, any letter or writing demanding of any person with 
menaces, and without any reasonable or probable cause (g\ any 
property (/O, chattel, money, valuable security (i), or other valuable 
thing. 

The punishment for this oflFence is penal servitude for life 
or for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years, and if the 
offender is a male under sixteen years of age, a whipping may be 
added {k). 

The menaces may be of duress or of other personal violence, 
or of great injury (/), or to accuse the prosecutor of misconduct, 
even though not amounting to an offence against the criminal 
law (m). They must be of such a nature as to unsettle the mind of 
the person to whom they are made, and take away that element 
of free voluntary action which alone constitutes consent (n) ; but if 
the threats are such as ought not to influence anybody, they will 
not support an indictment (o). 

If the title to the property demanded is in dispute between the 
parties, a threat of personal violence if the property is not given 
up does not constitute the offence, if the prisoner believed he had 
a legal right to what he demanded (p). 

Whether a document contains menaces is a question for the 
jury and not for the judge, unless the judge holds that it can by 
no possible construction involve a threat((?). 

It is immaterial whether the menaces or threats be of violence, 
injury, or accusation to be caused or made by the offender or by 
any other person (?*)• 

As the offence consists in sending or causing the letter to be sent, 
an admission by the prisoner that he wrote it is not without further 
evidence sufficient to warrant a conviction («). 

To leave such a letter where it is likely to be found by the person 
whom it is intended to threaten is a sufficient sending (0. 


{g) The words “reasonable or probable cause” apply to the money 
demanded, not to the truth of an accusation constituting the threat (li. v. 
Hamilton 1 Car. & Kir. 212); see also It» v. Miard (1844), 1 Cox, 0, 0. 

22 . 

For definition of “ property,” see p. 684, post, 

(?) For definition of “ valuable security,” see p. 642, ante. 

(^) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 96), s. 44 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The offence is not triable at quarter sessions, 

(l) R. V. Smith (1849), 1 Den. 610, 514. 

(m) R. V. Tomlinson, [1895] 1 Q. B. 706, C. 0. R ; R. v. Chalmers (1867), 10 
Cox, 0. C. 450, 0. C. R ; as to threatening to accuse of a crime, see ss, 46, 47, 
and p. 666, post, 

(?i) R. V. Walton (1863), Le. & Ca. 288, 298. 

(o) R, V. Tomlinson, supra, at p. 710. 

(p) R, V. Ileming (1799), 2 East, P. 0. 1116; R, v. Walton, supra, at p. 207. 

{q) R, V. Carruthers (1844), 1 Cox, 0. C. 138 ; R, v. Walton, supra ; R, v. 

Tomlinson, supra, 

(r) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 49. This also applies to 
the offences punishable under ss. 45, 46, 47, 48 of the Act (see p. 666, post), 
is) R. V. Howe (1836), 7 C. & P. 268. 

(t) R, V. Wagstaff {\S19), Buss. & By. 398; R, v. Grtmtaod^e (1844), 1 Den. 30. 
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Sbot. 1. 1336. It is by statute (a) a felony to demand with menses (6) or 

Taking by force any property (c), chattel, money, valuable security (d), or 
Property, other valuaole thing of any person with intent to steal the same. 

— The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than five or less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years {e). 

Letter 1337. It is by statute (/) a felony to send, deliver, or utter, or 

accusing of directly or indirectly cause to be received, knowing the contents 

crime. thereof, any letter or writing accusing or threatening to accuse any 

other person of any crime punishable by law with death or penal 
servitude for not less than seven years, or of any assault with 
intent to commit a rape, or of any attempt to commit a rape, or 
of any infamous crime (g) with a view or intent to extort or gain 
by means of such letter or writing any property, chattel, money, 
valuable security, or other valuable thing from any person. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years, and in the case of a male under 
the age of sixteen years a whipping may be added {h). 

Accusafion of 1338. It is by statute (/) a felony to accuse or threaten to accuse 
crime for either the person to whom the accusation or threat is made, or any 
of exSion, person, of any infamous crime (,/), with the view or intent to 

extort or gain from the person so accused or threatened to be 


(a) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 96\ s. 45. 

{h) As to menaces, see p. 665, ante. The fact that the property has been com- 
pletely obtained by means of the threats is no defence {E. v. Robertson (1864), Le, 
& Oa. 483). A threat to imprison upon a fictitious charge is a menace within the 
meaning of the section {ibid.). It is not necessary to prove an actual demand 
in words if the circumstances show that there was an attempt by the prisoner 
to extort payment by threats {JR. v. Jackson (1783), 1 Leach, 267). To obtain 
money by threats, and in particular by the use or threatened use of process of 
law, was an indictable misdemeanour at common law, provided the threats 
were of such a nature as to be calculated to overcome a firm and prudent man 
{^R. V. Woodward (1707), 11 Mod, Eep. 137) ; but it appears that such threats must 
have been of personal violence or imprisonment {R. v. Southerton (1805), 6 
East, 126, 140, where it was held that obtaining money by a threat to take 
proceedings for penalties was not so indictable). 

(c) For definition of “ property,** see p. 684, post. 

(a) For definition of “ valuable secunty,*’ see p. 642, ante. 

(e) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 96), s. 45 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Yict. 0 . 69), s. 1. This offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

{/) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. o. 96), s. 46. 

(^) This expression includes sodomy and bestiality, an assault with intent to 
commit the same, an attempt to commit the same, and a solicitation, persuasion, 
promise, or threat offered or made to any person to move or induce him to 
commit or permit the same (ibid.), but it does not include a threat to accuse of 
indecent conduct with another male person (R. y. Oilgannon (1899), 63 J. P. 457 ; 
see also R. v. Norton (1838), 8 0. & P. 671). A threat of this kind may, how- 
ever, amount to a threat to accuse of solicitation to sodomy or of an attempt to 
commit or permit that offence; see R. v. Cooper (1849), 3 Oox, 0. 0. 547 ; R^ v. 
Bragnell (1850), 4 Oox, 0. 0. 402. 

{h) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 96), s. 46 ; Penal Servitude Act, 
1891 (54 & 55 Yict. c. 69), s. 1. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 
(i) Ibid., B. 47. 

< f 1 See note {g). suvreu 
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accused, or any other person, any property, chattel, money, valuable Sect. i. 
security, or other valuable thing. Taking 

The punishment is the same as that for the last*mentioned Property, 
offence (fc). 

1339. If the defendant intended to extort money by threatening Nature of 
to make an accusation, it is immaterial whether such accusation, if threat, 
made, would be true or false (Z). It is not necessary that the threat 
should be to accuse before a legal tribunal or an officer of the law ; 

it is sufficient if it is to accuse before any third person (7w). If the 
object of the threat is to induce the person threatened to buy any- 
thing, there is an intent to extort or gain by means of the threat (n). 

It is for the jury to determine what was the nature of the charge 
made, and whether the prisoner in fact intended to make, or to 
threaten to make, an accusation of one of the crimes above 
mentioned ; for this purpose the jury are entitled to consider the 
whole conduct of the prisoner (o). 

To prove the intent to extort, evidence may be given of the obtain- 
ing of money by the prisoner by making similar accusations on 
other occasions (p), unless the intent to extort is manifest from the 
nature of the threat used (q), 

1340. Everyone is by statute (r) guilty of felony who, with intent Extorting 
to defraud or injure any other person, by any unlawful violence to execution of 
or restraint of the person of another, or by accusing or threatening 

to accuse any person of any treason, felony, or infamous crime (s), 
compels or induces any person to execute, make, accept, indorse, 
alter, or destroy the whole or any part of any valuable security (t), 
or to write, impress, or affix his name or the name of any other 
person or firm, or the seal of any body, corporate company, or 
society to any paper or parchment, in order that the same may be 
afterwards made or converted into or used or dealt with as a 
valuable security. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 

(A:) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 47. This offence is not triable 
at quarter sessions. 

(Z) B. V. Menage (1862), 3 P. & F. 310; Jt, v. CracJcnell fl866), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 

408. But it may be material upon the question whether tne intention was only 
to compound a felony or obtain compensation {B. v. Bichards (1868), 11 Cox, 

C. C. 43). The prosecutor may be cross-examined as to the truth of the accu- 
sation with the object of impeaching his credit, but he cannot be contradicted 
on this point by other evidence (B. v. Cracknell, supra). 

{m) B. V. Buhinson (1837), 2 Mood. & B. 14. 

(n) B. V. Bedman (1865), L. B. 1 C. C. R 12. 

(o) B, V. Cooper (1849), 3 Cox, C. C. 547 ; B. v. Brayndl (1850), 4 Cox, C. 0. 

402. In these cases the accusation was only of indecent assault ; see also B, v. 

Kain (1837), 8 C. & P. 187. So, also, if the meaning of a threatening letter is 
doubtful or ambiguous, the prosecutor may adduce evidence of facts to show its 
meaning (R v. Tucker (1826), I Mood. C. C. 134 ; B. v. Hendy (1850), 4 Cox, 

C. C. 243). 

(p) B, v. Cooper y supray at p. 549. 

\q) B. V. McDonnell (1850), 5 Cox, C. C. 153. 

(r) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 48. 

(s) See note (gr) on p. 666, ante, 

If) For defimtion of “ valuable security,” see p. 642, ante. An agreement or 
promise to pay money for a consideration appearing upon the face of the 
document is a “ valuable security,” although it is not a negotiable security (R 
V. John (1875), 13 Cox, C. C. 100). 
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not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than ten years (u), 

1341. It is by statute (a) a misdemeanour to threaten to publish 
a libel with intent to extort money or any valuable thing. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than three years (6). 

Sub-Seot. 7. — Burglary. 

1342. Burglary is the breaking and entering the dwelling-house 
of another person in the night with intent to commit some felony 
therein, whether such intent be executed or not (c). 

Burglary is a felony at common law and by statute {d). The punish- 
ment is penal servitude for life or for not less than three years, or im- 
prisonment with or without hard labour for not more than two years (e). 

The offence must be wholly committed in the night. If the 
breaking be effected in the day and the entry in the night, or 
vice versd, the offence is not burglary (/). But if the breaking 
with intent to commit a felony be on one night and the entry with 
the like intent on a subsequent night, this is burglary (g). 

Night is deemed to commence at nine o’clock in the evening of 
each day and to conclude at six o’clock in the morning of the 
next succeeding day (h). 

The place must be a dwelling-house in which a person or his 
family is in the habit of residing. 

It is sujBficient if the owner occupies the house for a part only of 
the year (i), or if, having occupied it, he leaves it for a time, with 
the intention of returning to live in it again (/c), or if he occupies it 
by his servants only, who are members of his family, though he 
himself may never have slept there (1), 

A house to which the owner has only moved his goods without 
yet having slept there is not his dwelling-house for this purpose (m), 

(tt) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 48; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

(a) Libel Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 96), s. 3. 

(5) Ibid, The offence, it seems, is not triable at quarter sessions (Quarter 
Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet, c. 38), s. 1). See also title Libel and Slander. 

(c) 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 38, s. 1. 

(d) Ibid, 

(e) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 62 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The offence may be tried at quarter sessions, but if 
the case appears to be of a grave or difficult nature, the committing magistrate 
must send it for trial at the assizes (Burglary Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet, a 67)). 

(/) 1 Hale, P. 0. 551. The ofience is then housebreaking. If two persons 
agree to commit a burglary and one alone breaks on one night, and the other 
enters in his absence on the next night, both are guilty of the whole offence 
(B. V. Jordan (1836), 7 0. & P. 432). 

! g) Ibid,; It, v. Smith (1820), Euss. & Ey. 417. 
h) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 96), s. 1, 

0 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 38, s. 11. 

k) R, V. Nutbrown (1760), Post. 76 ; R. v. Murry (1698), 2 East, P. C. 496. 

1) R, V. Oibbona (1821), Euss. & Ey. 442; R, v. S<oc^(1810), Euss. & Ey. 
185 ; R, V. Westwood (1822), ibid, 495. But if a mere caretaker is put into 
premises to protect the goods there, neither the owner nor his family or 
servants having an intention of living there, the house is not the owner’s dwelling- 
house {R, V. Fiannagan (1810), Euss. & Ey. 187 ; R, v. Davies (1800), 2 Leach, 
876 ; R, V. Smith (1787), 2 Leach, 1019, n.J. 

(m) R, V. Harris (1795), 2 Leach, 701 ; it. v. Thompson (1796), ibid, 771. 
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nor is a house which has only been used by the owner for the Sbot, i, 
purpose of taking his meals, if neither he nor his family have Taking 
slept there (n). Proper^. 


The building must be of a permanent and not merely a temporary 
nature (o). 

No building, although within the same curtilage with any dwell- 
ing-house, and occupied therewith, is deemed to be part of such 
dwelling-house, unless there is a communication between such 
building and dwelling-house, either immediate or by means of a 
covered and inclosed passage leading from the one to the other (p), 
and the outbuilding, to form part of the dwelling-house, must be 
held with it by the same owner (q). 

The ownership of the dwelling-house must be correctly alleged 
in the indictment (r). The owner for this purpose is the person 
who occupies the premises in his own right for residential purposes, 
either by himself or his family or servants (s). 

1343. The breaking which is necessary to constitute burglary may Breaking, 
be either actual or constructive. 

The breaking must be of some part of the house, and not merely 
of the outer fence or wall of the curtilage, if such wall is not part 
of the wall of the dwelling-house or does not open into any 
outbuildings in respect of which burglary can be committed (i). 

(n) li, V. Martin (1806), Russ. & Ry. 108. 

(o) So that a tent or booth in a fair or market is not such a domut mamionalis 
wherein burglary may be committed (1 Hale, P. 0. 667 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 38, 
s. 17). But a permanent building of mud and brick in which the prosecutor 
slept, though only during a fair, was held a sufficient dwelling-house (R. v. 

Smith (1833), 1 Mood. & R. 266). 

(p) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vici c. 96), s. 63. As to breaking into 
outbuildings not so communicating, see s. 66. 

R, V. Jenkins (1812), Russ. & Ry. 244. 

(r) But the court has power to order an amendment in this respect, if any 
variance appears between the statement in the indictment and the evidence for 
the prosecution (Criminal Procedure Act, 1861 (14 & 15 Vict. c. 100), s. 1, 
p. 334, ante). This is one of the cases in which a local description is necessary ; 
see p. 337, ante, 

(«) R, V. Collett (1823), Russ. & Ry. 498 ; R. v. Bridges (1845), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 

261, where it was held that a tenancy at will was sufficient to constitute owner- 
ship. As to the occupation by servants of houses or rooms belonging to their 
masters, see R, v. Stock (1810), Russ. & Ry, 185 ; R, v. Johling (1823), 

Russ. Sl Ry. 525; R. v. Gamfield (1824), 1 Mood. C. 0. 42 ; R, v. Witt (1829), 

1 Mood. 0. C. 248; R, v. Rees (1836), 7 0. & P. 568; R, v. Jarvis (1824), 1 
Mood. 0. 0. 7. As to alleging ownership where the occupation is by partners 
occupying separate parts, see R. v. Jonea (1790), 1 Leach, 537. A club house 
is not the dwelling-house of the steward, altnough he resides there {R, v. 

Ashley (1843), 1 Car. & Kir. 198). With regard to lodgings, if the owner 
lives on the premises and there is an interior communication the house must be 
alleged to be his dwelling-house {R, v. Rogers (1772), 1 Leach, 90, n. ; 2 Kel. 

83, 84; R, v. iSe/^n(1811), Russ. &Ry. 202 ; R, v. Gibbons (1821), Russ. & Ry. 

442) ; but if there is no such internal communication, or if the lodging-house 
keeper does not kve on the premises, the part broken into must be described as 
the dwelling-house of the lodger who occi^ies it (1 Hale, P. 0. 556; R, v. 

Rogers, supra; R. v. Trapshaw (1786), 1 Leach, 427 ; R. r, Carrell (1782), 

1 Lea^, 237). The indictment need not allege the ownership of any jgooos 
which may have been stolen ; it is sufficient to ^ege that the g(^s were in the 
house {R, V. Clarke (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 421). 

(e) R, y. Bennett (1816), Russ. & Ry. 289 (door in a fence opening into a 
yard) ; R, y. Davis (1817), Russ. & Ry. 322 (area gate). 
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SxoT. 1. Thus it ia not burglary to break chests in a house (a), or external 
Taking fixtures (b), or internal fixtures or cupboards (c). 

Property. It is an actual breaking either to break with the purpose of 
~~ entering any such part of the house as is mentioned above, or to 
open with the like purpose either an outer or an inner (d) door or 
window which is latched or otherwise fastened, or which without 
being fastened is completely closed (e). 

It is not a breaking of a house to open wider a door or window 
which is already partly open (/), or to enter through a hole in 
a cellar window (p), or through an existing hole in the iool{h). 
Lifting a cellar-flap held down by its own weight is a breaking (i). 

There is a breaking by construction of law when an entrance 
to the house is obtained by fraud (k), or by conspiracy (Q, 
or by threats (m), although no part of the house is actually 
broken. 

(a) 1 Hale, P. C. 553, 554. 

(b) R, V. Paine (1834), 7 C. & P. 135 (sliutter box). 

(c) Post. 108, 109 ; 2 East, P. C. 489. 

(a) Even though the entering into the house has been through an open door 
or window, if an inner door is afterwards broken (1 Hale, P. 0. 653 ; 1 Hawk. 
P. C., c. 38, s. 4 ; jR. V. Johmcn (1786), 2 East, P. 0. 488). 

(c) 1 Hale, P. C. 652 ; R, v. Foster (1828), 1 Lew. 0. 0. 33 ; R. v. Owen 
(1827), 1 Lew. 0. 0. 35 ; R, v. Lawrence (1830), 4 0. & P. 231 ; R. v. Jordan 
(1836), 7 0. & P. 432 ; Pugh v. Griffith (1838), 7 Ad. & El. 827, 836 (lifting 
latches) ; i?. v. Haines (1821), Buss. & By. 451 ; R, v. Hyams (1836), 7 0. & P. 
441 ; R, V. Hall (1818), Buss. & By. 355 ; R, v. Robinson (1831), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 
327 ; R. V. Perkes (1824), 1 0. & P. 300 (opening windows). To pick a lock is a 
breaking (1 Hale, P. 0. 552 ; Re George and Goldsmiths and General Burglary 
Insurance Association, [1898] 2 Q,. B. 137, 139) ; so also is to get down a 
chimney (1 Hale, P. C. 552 ; 2 East, P. C. 485 ; R, v. Brice (1821), Buss. & By. 
460). 

(/) R, V. Smith (1827), 1 Mood. C. 0. 178. But to put the hand through an 
existing hole in a window, and so to undo the window fastening, is a sufficient 
breaking, whether or not the hole be enlarged for that purpose [R, v. Robinson 
(1831), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 327 ; Ryan v. Shilcock (1851), 7 Exch. 72, 76). 

» E. V. Lewis (1827), 2 C.‘ & P. 628. 

(/i) R, V. Spriggs (1834), 1 Mood. & B. 357. 

(t) R. V. Russeil (1833), 1 Mood. C. 0. 377 ; R. v. Broivn (1799), 2 East, P. C. 
487. There is, however, some authority the other way ; see li, v. Lawrence 
(1830), 4 0. & P. 231, Bolland, B. ; E. v. Callan (1809), Buss. & By. 157, in 
which case twelve judges were equally divided. 

(k) As where lodgings are taken with a design to rob the house [R, v. Cassey 
(1666), Kel. 62; 1 Hawk. P. C., o. 38, s. 9); or by fraudulently raising the 
hue and cry and so obtaining entrance with a constable into the house (Kel. 
82 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 35, s. 10 ; see also E. v. Gascoigne (178^, 1 Leach, 280, 
284); or by pretence of business (E. v. Le Mott (undated), Kel. 42; 2 East, 
P. 0. 486j ; or by enticing away a servant (E. v. Hawkins (1704), 2 East, P, 0. 
485) ; or by obtaining possession by a fraudulent action at law (E. v. Farrs 
(1666), Kel. 43). 

{1) E. V. Farre, supra; as, e,g,j with the ownePs servants (E. v. Cornwall 
(1730), 2 Stra. 881 ; 2 East, P. 0.486) ; where, however, a servant by arrange- 
ment with the owner pretended to connive with the prisoner and let him into 
the house in order that he might be arrested, the prisoner was held not to have 
committed burglary, though, as there had been an asportation, he was con- 
victed of larceny in the dwelling-house (E. v. Johnson (1841), Car. & M. 218). 

(m) E. v. Swallow (1813), 2 Bussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 8. But only if the 
house were opened in oons^uence of the threats and an entry effected ; if under 
the fear of the threats the owner throws money out of the door or window, the 
offence is not burglary, though it will bo robbery if the money is taken up 
(2 East, P. C. 486). 
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A person who enters the dwelling-house of another with intent to 
commit any felony therein, or who, being in such dwelling-house, 
commits any felony therein, and in either case breaks out of the 
dwelling-house in the night, is deemed guilty of burglary (n). 

1344. To constitute the crime of burglary there must be an entry 
of the premises as well as a breaking, and the entry must be 
consequent on the breaking (o). 

The least entry either with the whole or with but part of the 
body will satisfy the requirement of an entry (p); so also will the 
insertion of any instrument, provided it be introduced for the 
purpose not merely of making an entry, but also for the purpose of 
extracting property (q) ; so also will the insertion of any weapon, 
if for the purpose of killing the inmates of the house (7*). 

If there was a breaking, but there is no sufiScient evidence of an 
entry, the prisoner may be convicted of an attempt to commit a 
burglary (s), 

1345. The intent of the breaking and entering must be to commit 
either a common law or statutory felony. 

The particular felony intended to be committed must be alleged 
in the indictment and must be proved as laid (t), but diifferent 


hi) Larceny Act, 18G1 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 51. The section applies, 
altnough the prisoner was lawfully in the house, if he committed a felony 
there (i2. v. Wheeldon (1839), 8 C. & P. 747). As in the case of a burglarious 
breaking in, it will be sufficient if he has broken out by merely lifting a latch 
{ibid,). But in R. v. Lawrence (1830), 4 0. & P. 231, Bolland, B., held 
that, although unlocking and opening the hall-door was a sufficient breaking 
out, lifting a trap-door over a cellar which was kept down by its own weight 
was not hed queerey see p. 670, note (t), ante). In B. v. M'Ktarney (1829), 
Jebb, 0. 0. 99, it was held by the judges that the prisoner, who had only put 
his head out of a skylight, which he had broken, and had then fallen back into 
the room, had broken out. 

(o) B. V. Davis f 1851), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 369 ; but not necessarily on the same 

night (p. 668, ; and see supra, 

(p) 1 Hale, P. 0. 553, 555 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 38, b, 7 ; B. v. Otbbons (1752), 
Post. 107 ; 2 East, P. 0. 490 ; B, v, Bailey (1818), Buss. & By. 341 (where the 
hand was put between the glaas of an outer window and an inner shutter) ; B, 
v. Davis (1823), Buss. & By. 499 (where part of the prisoner's finger went 
through a window). 

(q) 1 Hale, P. 0. 555 ; B, v. Hughes (1785), 1 Leach, 406 j R. v. Baberta 
(1828), Carrington’s Supplement, 293 ; B, v. Bust (1828), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 183; 
B, v. O'Brien (1850), 4 Cox, C. C. 398. 

(r) 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 38, s. 7 ; B. t. O'Brien^ supra. It is doubtful whether 
firing a loaded gun into a house, the gun being entirely outside, is a sufficient 
entry (see 1 Hale, P. C. 655 ; 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 38, s, 7 ; 2 East, P. C. 490). 

(«) B, V. Spanner (1872), 12 Cox, C. C. 155. 

{t) 3 Co. Inst. 65 ; 1 Hawk. P. C., c. 38, ss. 36, 38; B, v. Knight (1781), 2 
East, P. C. 510, 511. Thus an indictment lies for burglary with intent to 
commit a rape, though rape was not a felony at common law, but was made so 
by statute (JR. v. Gray (1721), 1 Stra. 481). Although the intent should be 
expressly alleged in the indictment, it has been held that an allegation that a 
felony had been committed was, if the commission of such felony were proved, 
but not otherwise, sufficient, although the intention was not alleged (B. ▼. 
Furnival (1821), Buss. & Ry. 445). In practice it is usual to allege botm the 
intent to commit the particular felony and also, if such be the case, that it was 
committed. If the intent was to steal the goods then in the house, it should be 
BO alleged ; it is not necessary to state the owner of the goods (B. ?• Lawet 
(1843), 1 Car. & Kii\ 62, B. v. Clarke (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 421), 
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intents may be alleged in different counts of the same 
indictment (a). ^ ... 

An intent to commit a misdemeanour or trespass is insufficient 
to support an indictment for burglary (b). It is immaterial whether 
the intended felony was committed or not. 

1346. Where several burglaries are committed on one night and 
the circumstances are intermixed, evidence of the details of each 
burglary may be given upon the trial of the prisoner for any one of 
them (c). 

1347. If upon the trial of an indictment for burglary it appears 
that the house was not a dwelling-house, or that the breaking and 
entering were not in the night, or that there is no sufficient evidence 
of the entry, the prisoner may be convicted of house-breaking, or, if 
the indictment alleges a stealing and the goods stolen from the 
dwelling-house amounted to £5 in value, of larceny in a dwelling- 
house to that amount, or, if the indictment alleges a stealing, of 
simple larceny (d). 

Upon an indictment of two persons for burglary and larceny one 
may be convicted of the whole offence and the other of the larceny 
only (e). 

Sttb-Seot, 8. — Eouselreaking. 

1348. It is by statute (/) a felony to break and enter (^) any 
dwelling-house (/O, school-house, shop (i), warehouse (fc), or counting 

(a) E, V. Thompson (1781), 2 East, P. 0. 515. 

(b) 3 Co. Inst. 65 ; R v, Dobbs (1770), 2 East, P. C. 513. 

(c) R, V, Cohden (1862), 3 E. & F, 833. “ If crimes do so intermix, the court 

must go through the detail. I remember a case where a man committed three 
burglaries in one night ; he took a shirt at one place and left it at another ; 
and they were all so connected that the court went through the history of the 
three different burglaries {E, v. Wylie (1804), 1 Bos. & P. (n. k.) 92, per Lord 
Ellenboeotjgh, O.J., at p. 9^. 

(d) E, V. Withal (1772), 1 Leach, 88; E. v. Compton (1828), 3 C. & P. 418; 
jR. V. Brookes (1842), Car. & M. 543 ; but not of a distinct larceny committed on 
a previous day {R. v. Vandercomb (1796), 2 Leach, 708). 

(c) R. V. Butterworth (1823), Kuss. & Ey. 520. 

(/) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 56. 

(g) As to what amounts to a breaking and entering, see pp. 669, 671, ante. 
Breaking open or opening the inner door of a shop, communicating with an 
adjoining house under the same roof, is a breaking of the shop (B. v. Wenmouth 
(I860), 8 Cox, C. C. 348). 

ih) As to what is a dwelling house, see p. 668, ante. 

\i) It appears to be doubtful whether the shop must be a place for the sale of 
articles, or whether a workshop {e.g.y a blacksmith’s shop or forge) is within 
the section. In 22. v. Sanders (1839), 9 C. & P. 79, Alderson, B., held it was 
not, as also did Tindal, C.J., m 22. v. Chapman (1843), 7 J. P. 132 ; but in 22. 
v. Carter (1843), 1 Car. & Kir. 173, Lord Denman, C.J., held that it was, and 
declined to follow R. v. Sanders^ supra. As the word “shop” is derived from 
A.S. sceoppa^ which meant a booth or shed for trade or work, sud as the modern 
ordinary usage is in conformity with that meaning, it is submitted that the 
view of Lord Denman was correct. A photographer who, without making any 
structural alteration in a private house, euibited photographs outside and 
used the ground floor for the exhibition of photographs and the sale of albums^ 
cases and frames, the door being kept open by day, was held to have converted 
the house into a shop {Wilkinson v. Rogsrs (1864), 2 De G. J. & Sm. 62). 

(Jc) A “ warehouse ” is a place where goc^ are stowed or kept which are not 
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house (0 and commit any felony {m) therein, or being in any such 
building to commit any felony therein and to break out of the 
same. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than fourteen 
or for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (n). 

1349 . It is by statute (o) a felony to break and enter ( p) any 
dwelling-house (fj), church, chapel, meeting-house, or other place of 
divine worship (r), or any building within the curtilage, school-house, 
shop, warehouse or counting-house with intent to commit any felony 
therein. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than seven or 
for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (s). 

1350 . It is by statute (t) a felony to enter any dwelling-house (a) 
in the night (b) with intent to commit any felony therein. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than seven or 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (r). 

1351 . It is by statute (d) a felony to break and enter any building, 
and to commit any felony therein, such building being within the 


immediately wanted for sale, and a collar under a shop, and used for that pur- 
pose, is a warehouse (H. v. Ilill (1843), 2 Mood. & E. 458). 

(/) A “counting-house" is a part of a commercial establishment in which 
the book-keeping, correspondence etc. are carried on. But it has been held 
that a solicitor’s office may be a counting-house (Jle Creeke (1863), 11 W. E. 
234). A weighing room at a factory in which accounts of weights and work- 
men’s times were kept, and where wages were paid, was held to oe a counting- 
house within the meaning of the section (R. v. Potter (1851), 2 Den. 235) ; see 
also Piercy v. Maclean (1870), L. E. 5 C. r. 252, 256, 261. 

(m) If the felony committed in the house is alleged to be larceny there must 
be some evidence of asportation (as to which, see p. 630, ante) ; but it need not 
bo shown that the goods were removed from the house {E, v. Amier (1834), 
6 C. & P. 3‘14). If the indictment alleges a larceny, it must state the goods 
which were stolen, and where proof of the larceny failed on account oi the 
goods specified not being in the nouse at the time it was held that the prisoner 
could not be convicted on that indictment of breaking and entering the house 
and attempting to steal (^. v. McPherson (1857), Dears. & B. 197, where the 

f oods had been previously stolen by another thief) ; but as to attempts of this 
ind, see p. 259, ante. 

(?<) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 56; Penal Servitude Act, 
1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(o) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 57. 

(p) As to what amounts to breaking and entering, see pp. 669, 671, ante; 
and see note (m), supra. 

(^) As to what is a dwelling-house, see p. 668, ante. 

(r) As to sacrilege, see p, 675, post. 

(s) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 96), s. 57 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(^) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 96), s. 54. 

(a) As to what is a dwelling-house, see p. 668, oTite. 

(b) For definition of “ night," see p. 668, ante. 

(c) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 54 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(d) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 96), s. 55. 
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curtilage (e) of a dwelling-house (/) and occupied therewith, but not 
being part thereof (p), or being in any such building to commit any 
felony therein and to break out of the same. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than fourteen 
nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (h), 

1352. It is by statute (i) a felony (1) to steal in any dwelling- 
house (k) any chattel, money or valuable security (1) to the value in 
the whole of £5 or more(m), or (2) to steal in a dwelling-house 
any chattel, money, or valuable security to any value, and by any 
menace or threat to put anyone being therein in bodily fear (n). 

The punishment for such offence is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen years nor less than three years, or imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for not more than two years (o). 

1353. Everyone is by statute (p) guilty of a misdemeanour 
(1) who is found by night (q) armed with any dangerous or offensive 

(e) If the building within the curtilage has a communication between itself 
and the dwelling-house, either immediate or by means of a covered and inclosed 
passage leading from the one to the other, it is a part of the dwelling-house, and 
the offence is burglary (see Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 53, and p. 669, 
ante), ** The curtilage is a small court, yard, garth, or piece of ground attached 
to a dwelling-house, and forming one enclosure with it, or so regarded by the 
law ; the area attached to and containing a dwelling-house and its outbuild- 
ings ” (New English Dictionary, Murray). The outer fence of the curtilage 
not opening into any of the buildings was no part of the dwelling-house, 
even before the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96) {B, v. Bennett 
(1815), Russ. & Ry. 289); nor was an area gate, if there was a door between 
the area and the house [R, v. Davis (1817), Russ. & Ry. 322). East apparently 
considered the words “ within the curtilage*’ as synonymous with within the 
same common fence ” (2 P. 0. 4931 ; and see 11. v. Westwood (1822), Russ. & Ry. 495. 

(/) As to what is a dwelling-nouse, see p. 668, ante, 

\g) As to what is “part thereof,” see Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), 
s 53 

(A) Ilid„ 8. 55 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This 
offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(t) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), ss. 60, 61. 

(k) The dwelling-house must be such a house that burglary could be com- 
mitted in it (2 East, P. 0. 499, 644). As to what is such a dwelling-house, see 
p. 668, ante, A person may be convicted of this offence although he himself is 
the owner of the dwelling-house {B, v. Bowden (1843), 2 Mooi U. C. 285). 

(Z) For definition of “ valuable security,” see p. 642, ante, 

(m) If the indictment charges only an attempt to steal goods in the dwelling- 
house it need not sj^eoify any particular goods {R, v. Johnson (1864), Le. & Ca. 
489). The goods must be under the protection of the house, t.f., deposited there 
for safe custody ; it is not suflBcient tihat they are on the person of one who is in 
the house, or that they are under the ^e or personal care of someone who 
happens to be there {R. v. Owen (1792), 2 East, P. 0. 645 ; R, v. Castledine (1792), 
ibid,; R, v. Watson (1794), 2 Leach, 640, 643, n. ; R, v. Campbell (1792), 2 
Leach, 664; R, v. Tay /or (1820), 2 Russ. & Ry. 418; R, v. Carro// (1825), 1 
Mood. 0. 0. 89). The question whether goods are under the protection of tie 
house or in the personal care of the owner is one for the judge and not for the 
jury {R. yf, Thomas (1827), Carrington, Supplement, 295). 

(n) The indictment must state wat the person in the house was put in fear 
by the prisoner [R, v. Etherington (1795), 2 Leach, 671). 

(o) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. o. 96), ss. 60, 61 ; Penal Servitude Act, 
1891 (64 & 56 Viet. o. 69), s. 1. This offence is triable at quarter sessions 

ip) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 96), s. 68. 

( 2 ) For defliution of “ night,” see p. 668, ante. 
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weapon or instrument, with intent to break or enter into any Sbot. I. 

dwelling-house or other building whatsoever, and to oommit any Taking 

felony therein (r), or (2) who is found by night having in his posses- Properfif 
sion(«) without lawful excuse (the proof of which excuse lies on 
such person) any picklock key, crow, jack, bit, or other implement 
of housebreaking (t), or (3) who is found by night having his face 
blackened or otherwise disguised with intent to commit any felony, 
or (4) who is found by night in any dwelling-house or other 
building whatsoever with intent to commit any felony therein. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than five nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (a) ; if the prisoner has 
been previously convicted either of felony or of such misdemeanour, 
he may be sentenced to penal servitude for ten years (b). 

1354. It is by statute (c) a felony to break and enter (d) any Saoril^ 
church («), chapel (/), meeting-house, or other place of divine 
worship and commit any felony therein, or being in any such place 
to commit any felony therein and break out of the same. 

The punishment is penal servitude for life or for not less than 

(r) An indictment under this part of the section must allege the particular 
house or building intended to be broken or entered, and (probably) the particular 
felony intended to be committed (li, v. Jarrald (1863), Le. & Ca. 301). 

(fl) Where several persons are engaged in one party with the common purpose 
of housebreaking, the possession of implements of housebreaking by one is the 
possession of all {B. v. Thompson (1869), 11 Oox, 0. 0. 362, C. 0. B.). 

(^) Any implement capable of being used for the purpose of housebreaking is 
an implement of housebreaking within the meaning of the statute, though it 
may also be capable of an innocent use, e.g.^ a key or a chisel, if the jury find 
that the prisoner had it in his possession for the purpose of housebreaking Ti?. 

V. Oldham (1852), 2 Den. 472). In the section as printed by the King’s printer 
there is no comma after the word “picklock ” (see R, v. Oldham, supra, 474). 

The comma is inserted in Greaves’ Criminal Consolidation Act, and in 2 Bussell 
on Crimes, 60; but “picklock key” is a phrase in use (see Murray, New 
English Dictionary, YIl., 827). In an indictment under this part of the section, 
it is not necessary to allege an intent to commit a felony [It. v. Bailey (1853), 

Dears. C. C. 244). 

(a) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 68 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 65 Viet, c. 69), s. 1 ; Ijarceny Act, 1861, s. 117. This offence is triable at 
quarter sessions. 

(5) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 69 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), a 1. 

(c) Ibid., s. 50. 

(a) As to what amounts to a breaking and entering, see pp. 669, 671, ante, 

(f) A vestry formed out of what had formerly been the church porch was 
held to be part of the church (R. v. Evans (1842), Car. & M. 298) ; a church 
tower, to which access is gained through the church, is part of the church [B, 

V. Wheeler (1829), 3 C. & P. 685) ; neither the ownership of the church, if it is 
a parish church, nor, if the felony committed therein was larcf3ny, the ownership 
of the goods, need, it appears, be stated [R. v. Nicholas (1845), 1 Cox, C. C. 218) ; 
but if the goods appertain to the church they may be alleged to be the goods of 
the parishioners or, in the case of a chapel-of-ease, to be the goods of such and 
such a person, i.e,, the person who has the custody of them (2 East, P. 0. 651) ; a 
fixed offertory 1k>x and its contents may be alleged to be the property of the 
vicar and churchwardens, giving their names (R. v. Worthy (1846), 1 Den. 162). 

(/) “Chapel” includes only a chapel of the Church of England (R, v. 

Richardsm (1834). 6 C. & P. 335 ; R, v. Nixon (1836), 7 C. & P. 442, decided on 
stat. 7 & 8 ueo. 4, c. 29, s. 10, which did not in terms mention meeting-houses). 

A dissenting chapel should be described in an indictment as a meeting-house. 
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three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour for not 
more than two years {g). 

Stjb-Sbot. 9. — Receiving Stolen Goods, 

1355. Eeceiving goods knowing them to have been stolen is a 
common law misdemeanour punishable by fine and imprison- 
ment (ft). 

1356. By statute (i) everyone is guilty of felony who receives any 
chattel, money, valuable security (fc), or other property (1) whatsoever 
the stealing, taking, extorting, obtaining, embezzling or otherwise 
disposing of which amounts to a felony (m), knowing the same to 
have been feloniously stolen, taken, extorted, obtained, embezzled 
or disposed of. 

A person charged with this offence may be indicted and convicted 
either as an accessory after the fact or for a substantive felony (n), 
and in the latter case whether the principal felon has or has not 
been previously convicted or is or is not amenable to justice (o). 

The punishment for such receiver, however convicted, is penal 
servitude for not more than fourteen or not less than three years, or 


{g) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 96), s. 50 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
{54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(h) 1 Hale, P. 0. 620 ; the bare reception of the goods with a guilty know- 
ledge did not render the receiver an accessory after the fact, as it was the 
goods, and not the thief, which were received and harboured ; but in Hale’s 
opinion (/5?d.), if the thief came himself to the receiver and delivered the coods 
to him to keejp for him, or if the receiver took the goods to facilitate the thief’s 
escape, or to furnish him with supplies out of them, and so supplied him, this 
would make the receiver un accessory after the fact. 

(i) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 91. 

(A:) For definition of “ valuable security,” see p. 642, ante, 

h) For definition of “ property,” see p. 684, post, 

(m) Le,, either at common law or by virtue of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 
25 Viet c. 96) ; as to what may be the subject of larceny, see p. 636 et seq,, 
ante, 

(n) J.c., for receiving the stolen goods well knowing at the time when he 
received them that they had been feloniously stolen ; in such an indictment 
the name of the thief, if it is not known, need not be alleged [R, v. Thomas (1766), 
2 East, P. 0. 781 ; R, v. Baxter (1792), 2 East, P. 0. 781 ; R, v. Jervis (1833), 
6 0. & P. 156). Where, upon an indictment against one person for stealing 
and another for receiving the goods “ so feloniously stolen as aforesaid,” the 
person alleged to be the thief was acquitted, Patteson, J., held that the 
receiver could not be convicted, although the goods were proved to have been 
stolen by someone (R. v. Wool/ord (1834), 1 Mood. & B. 384) ; but where an 
indictment alleged in the first two counts that the prisoner stole the goods of 
H., and in the tnird count that he had received the same goods so as aforesaid 
feloniously stolen,” and the jury acquitted him on the first two counts, but 
convicted nim on the third, the court upheld the conviction, but without pur- 
porting to overrule R, v. Woolford, su^a {R, v. Craddock (1850), 2 Den. 31 ; 
see also R, v. HunUey (1860), Bell, 0. 0. 238 (where, upon similar facts to 
those in R, v, GraddoJcy supra, the court held that the words **80 as aforesaid 
feloniously stolen ” may be construed to mean simply stolen goods,” and that 
the words ** so as aforesaid ” were an immaterial averment). 

(o) If after the receiver has been convicted the principal is tried and acquitted, 
the conviction of the receiver will still stand {R, v. Hughes (1860), Bell, 0. 0. 
242, 248). 
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imprisonment with or without hard labour for not more than two 
years, and, if the offender is a male under the age of sixteen, a whip- 
ping; but no person, in whatever manner he has been tried for receiv- 
ing, is liable to be prosecuted a second timo for the same offence (p). 

1357. Everyone is by statute (^) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
receives any chattel, money, valuable, security, or other property, 
the stealing, taking, obtaining (r), converting, or disposing whereof 
is made a misdemeanour by the Larceny Act, 1861 (s), or the Larceny 
Act, 1896 {t)y or the Larceny Act, 1901 (w), knowing it to have been 
unlawfully stolen, taken, obtained, converted or disposed of. 

A person charged with this offence may be indicted and convicted 
thereof whether the principal has or has not been previously con- 
victed, or is or is not amenable to justice. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than seven or not 
less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour 
for not more than two years, and if the offender is a male under 
the age of sixteen he may be sentenced to a whipping (a). 

1358. In an indictment for feloniously stealing (b) any property 
a count or several counts may be added for feloniously receiving 
such property or any part of it (c) knowing it to have been stolen. 
The prosecutor is not to be put to his election, and the jury may 
find a verdict of guilty either of stealing the property or of receiving 
it knowing it to have been stolen, or that some of the prisoners 
named in the indictment were guilty of the one offence and some 
of the other (d). 

Any number of receivers at different times of the stolen property 
or parts of it may be charged with substantive felonies in the same 
indictment, and may be tried together, although the thief is not 


(р) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 91 ; see also the Accessories 
and Abettors Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 94), 8. 3 ; Penal Hervitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

(</) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 95. 

(r) An indictment for receiving goods obtained by false pretences must allege 
that they were obtained by false pretences ; it is not sufficient to allege that 
they were “unlawfully obtained, taken, and carried away” (/^. v. IVilaon 
(1838), 2 Mood. C. C. 62) ; but the particular false pretences need not be alleged 
in the indictment {Taylor v. R„ [1895] 1 Q. B. 25). 

(fi) 24 & 25 Viet. c. 96. 

it) 59 & 60 Viet. c. 52. See p. 680, posf, as to this Act, which is to have effect 
as part of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96). 

(u) 1 Edw. 7, c. 10 ; see p. 660, ante, as to this Act, which is to have effect as 
part of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96). 

(a) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 95 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

(5) The same applies where the taking or obtaining is a misdemeanour, no 
express provision to this effect being necessary as the receiving in such a case is 
only a misdemeanour ; see svpra, 

(с) But where an indictment for stealing certain floods contains a count for 
receiving those and other goods the prosecution will be required to elect upon 
which charge they will proceed (R* v. Ward (1860), 2 F. & E. 19). The count 
for receiving must allege that the money or goods charged to have been received 
are the same or part of the same as those alleg^ in the first count to have been 
stolen (R. v. SarsJieM (1852), 6 Cox. C. C. 12. 0. C. E. (Ir.)). 

(d) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 90), s. 92. 
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Sbot. 1. included in the indictment or is not in custody or amenable to 
Taking justice (e). 

Property. If upon the trial of two or more persons indicted for jointly 
receiving it is proved that one or more of them separately received 
any part of the property, the jury may convict such of them as are 
proved to have received such part(/). 

A receiver may be tried in any place in which he has or has had 
any of the property in his possession, or where the principal may be 
tried (g). 

Possession. 1359. A receiving imports possession, and there must be proved 
to have been a possession by the accused, either actual or 
constructive and a control over the goods. The possession of the 
receiver must be distinct from that of the thief, so that the mere 
receiving a thief with stolen goods in his possession does not alone 
constitute a man a receiver of the goods (t). A claim made to the 
goods is not evidence of possession or receiving ( j). It is unnecessary 
to prove a manual possession of the goods by the prisoner ; it is 
sufficient that they were under his absolute control {k), or that he is 
in joint possession with the thief (Z). Goods which are in the hands 
of an innocent agent or bailee of the accused are in the constructive 
possession of the latter {m). 

A person who is guilty of stealing goods as a principal in either 
the first or the second degree cannot be convicted of receiving 
them (w). 


ie) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viot. c. 96), s. 93. 

(/) Ibid., 8. 94. This section was applied where there was no evidence of 
any joint receipt but each of the prisoners separately received the whole of the 
stolen property (IL v. Reardon (1866), L. K. 1 0. C. R. 31). 

[g) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c. 96), s. 96. If upon an indictment 
against two persons for larceny and receiving the venue is laid in county A., 
and the count against the receiver alleges the receiving to have been in county 

B. , but does not state that the goods had been received from the thief, the count 
for receiving is bad as showing no jurisdiction to try in county A. (i?. v. Martin 
(1849), 1 Den. 398) ; compare R. v. Hinley fl843), 2 Mood. & R. 524, 

(4) Bare knowledge of the whereabouts oi stolen goods does not amount to 
constructive possession, where there is no evidence that the person to whose 
possession the goods have been traced either saw them or interfered with them 
(R. V. Orris (1908), 73 J. P. 15, C. C. A.). A master cannot be convicted on mere 
receipt by his servant ; there must be evidence that the servant received with the 
authority or knowledge of the master (R. v. Pearson (1908), 72 J. P. 451, 

C. 0. A). 

(i) R. v. Wiley (1850), 2 Den. 37, 48, 50. 

(j) R. V. Hill (1849), 1 Den. 453. 

(4) R. V. Smith (1855), Dears. 0. C. 494; R. v. Hobson (1854), Dears. C. C. 
400; R. V. Miller (1853), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 353, 0. 0. R. (Ir.). 

(f) R. V. Smith, supra. 

(m) R. v. Cryer (1857), Dears. & B. 324 ; R. v. Rogers (1868), L. R. 1 C. C. R 
136 

(n) R. v. Owen (1825), 1 Mood. C. C. 96 ; R. v. Perkins (1852), 2 Den. 459 ; 
R. ▼. Coggins (1873), 12 Cox, C. C. 517, C. C. R. In these cases the principal in 
the ffist degree delivered the goods to the principal in the second degree, and it 
was held that the latter could not be convictea of receiving ; see also R. v. 
Kelly (1847). 2 Car. & Kir. 379; R. v. Dyer (1801), 2 East, P. 0. 767 ; R. v. 
Atwell (1801), 2 East, P. C. 768 ; R. v. Hilton (1858), Bell, 0. C. 20, 26; R. v. 
Chruncell (1839), 9 C. & P. 365 ; R. v. Dmsley (1834), 6 C. & P. 399. As to goods 
stolen abroad and brought by the thief into this country, see p. 680, post. 
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1360. A husband may be convicted of knowingly receiving Sect. l. 
property stolen by his wife (o), but a wife cannot be convicted of Taking 
knowingly receiving property stolen by her husband ( p). Property. 


If a wife receives stolen property directly from her husband, she Husba^and 
ought not to be convicted of receiving, as it is to be assumed that wife, 
she acted under marital coercion (q). 

Where a husband and wife are jointly indicted for receiving, the 
wife may be convicted if there is evidence of a receiving by her 
separate and apart from the husband (r). 

If stolen goods are received by a wife without her husband’s 
knowledge, and he, upon becoming aware of it, passively assents to 
what she has done but takes no active part in the matter, he is not 
guilty of receiving (s), but it is otherwise if, although he may not 
touch the stolen property, he ratifies what she has done (t). 

1361. It is immaterial whether the accused received the goods for what is 
profit, or merely to assist the thief, or for the mere purpose of receiving, 
concealment (//). 

A receiver from another guilty receiver may be convicted of this 
offence (x). 

If the accused has stolen the goods from the thief, or taken 
them from him without his concurrence, he cannot, it seems, be 
convicted of receiving them (y ) ; he commits a new larceny of the 
goods. 

At the time of the receiving the goods must still be stolen 
property ; if, after the stealing but before the receiving, they have 
come back into the possession of the owner or his agent the accused 
cannot be convicted of receiving (z). 

If, after the larceny and before the receiving, there has been a 
change of form in the chattel stolen but the identity remains, the 
receiver may be convicted of this offence (a). But if the indictment 
charges a stealing and receiving of goods and the evidence shows 
that it was only the proceeds of the stolen goods which were 
received by the person accused as receiver, the latter cannot be 
convicted on that indictment {b). 

(o) B. V. M^Athey (1862), Le. & Ca. 250. 

(jo) B , V. Brooks (1853), Dears. C. 0. 184. 

(o) B. V. Archer (i826), 1 Mood. C. C. 143 ; B, y. Brooks (1853), Dears. 0. 0. 

184; JR. V. IFardropr (1860), 8 Cox, C. C. 284, C. C. R. 

(r) B. V. Baines (1900), 69 L. J. (q. b.) 681, 0. C. B. 

(«) B. V. Bring (1857), Dears. & B. 329. 

(f) As by bargainiDg with the thief as to the price {B, ▼, Woodward (1862), 

Le. & Ca. 122). 

(u) B, V. Davis (1833), 6 C. & P. 177 ; JR. v. Bichardson (1834), 6 0. & P. 335, 

336. 

B, V. Beardon (1866). L. B. 1 C. C. B. 31. 

B. V. Brett (1845), 1 Cox, C. C.261 ; B. v. TFade(1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 739. 

t B, V. Dolan (1855), 6 Cox, C. C. 449, C. C. B. ; B. v. Schmidt (1866), 

1 0. C. B. 15; B. V. Hancock (1878), 14 Cox, C. 0. 119; JR. v. Viltensky, 

[1892] 2 Q. B. 597, C. C. B. In these cases the property had been stolen, but 
was recovered by the prosecutors or their representatives, who then, with the 
view of entrapping the receiver, caused it to be delivered to him. 

(a) As where a sheep was stolen and converted into mutton (B. v. Cowell 
(1796). 2 East, P. 0. 617), and see p. 282, ante. 

(6) B. V. Walkley (1829), 4 C. & P. 132, where six £100 notes were stolen by 
the thief, who changed them into notes of smaller denomination which he 
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1362. To establish the statutory offence of receiving, the goods 
received must be proved to have been stolen,"^ takon, or obtained under 
such circumstances as to constitute a crime either against the 
common law or against the Larceny Act, 1861 (c), or some Act to be 
read with it (d). A person cannot, therefore, be convicted upon an 
indictment charging him with feloniously receiving goods stolen by 
one member of a partnership or one joint owner from another (c), 
or by a wife from her husband (/) ; but in the latter instance {g) 
the accused may be indicted for the common law misdemeanour 
of receiving stolen goods (A). 

To prove that the goods were stolen a confession by the thief 
is admissible, if it was made in the prisoner’s presence, but not 
otherwise ; if the thief has been convicted on his own confession 
or otherwise, proof of his conviction is not evidence, on the trial 
of the receiver, that the goods were stolen. In other respects 
evidence of the larceny which would be admissible against the thief 
is admissible as primd facie evidence on the trial of the receiver (i). 

The thief is an admissible witness, but the alleged receiver should 
not be convicted on his evidence alone without corroboration (/c). 

1363. Any person who, without lawful excuse, receives or has in 
his possession in the United Kingdom (Z) any property stolen outside 
the United Kingdom, knowing it to have been stolen, may be 
by statute indicted for such offence in any county or place in which 
he has or has had the property (m). 

delivered to the other prisoner who was charged with receiving the £100 notes. 
Whether such a receiver can be convicted upon a separate indictment which 
charges him with receiving the proceeds of the stolen property is doubtful ; see 
JR. V. Chappie (1840), 9 0. & P. 355; R, v. Robinson {IS64), 4 F. &F. 43; R. v. 
Elliott (1908),! Cr. App. Rep. 15 ; 2 Russell on Crimes, 436, n. 

(c) 24 & 25 Viet. c. 96. 

\d) See Larceny Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 52), s. 1 (4) ; and Larceny Act, 
1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 10), s. 2 (2). As to the indictment, see R. v. Stride^ [19081 
1 K. k 617. 

(c) This being an offence created by the Larceny Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet, 
c. 116), s. 1, see p. 635, ante; R. v. Smith (ISIO), L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 266. 

(/) An offence against the Married W'omen’s Property Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, 
c. 75), ss. 12, 16, see p. 634, ante; R, v. Streeter, [1900] 2 Q. B. 601, 0. C. R. 
The rule was the same before that Act (7?. v. Kenny (1877), 2 Q, B. I). 307, 
0. 0. R., distinguishing R, v. Beer (1862) 32 L. J. (m. o.) 33, 0. 0. R., where the 
wife had been assisted oy another person in stealing the goods). 

{g) And also, it is submitted, in the former. 

\h) R. V. Payne, [1906] 1 K. B. 97, C. C. R. In such a case it is not necessary 
that it should appear on the face of the indictment that the goods were stolen 
under such circumstances that there was no offence at common law or under the 
Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96). 

(t) R, V. Turner (1832), 1 Mood. C. 0. 347, C. 0. R. ; R. v. Cox (1858), 1 F. & F. 
90 ; R. V. Kelly (1900), 64 J. P. 84, Beuce, J. It appears impossible to reconcile 
these cases with the ruling of Bosanquet, J., in J?. v. Blick (^1830), 4 0. & P. 377. 

(k) R. V. Haslam (1786), 1 Leach, 418 ; R, v. Robinson (1864), 4 F, & F. 43. 
The mere fact that the goods were found at the alleged receiver’s house has been 
held not to be a suflBcient corroboration, as the thief himself might have put 
them there (R. v. Pratt (1865), 4 F. & F. 316). 

(/) See R. V. Graham U^Ol), 65 J. P. 248. In that case the prisoners, who 
had themselves stolen goods in Paris, were convicted at the North London 
Sessions of having such goods in their possession in the United Kingdom. 

(m) Larceny Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. o. 62), s. 1 (1L‘ A v- PaneSe (1897), 61 
J. P. 636. The Act is to be construed and have effect as part of the Larceny Act, 
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For this purpose property is deemed to have been stolen where i. 

it has been taken, extorted, obtained, embezzled, converted, or Taking 
disposed of under such circumstances that if the act had been Property, 
committed in the United Kingdom the person committing it would 
have been guilty of an indictable offence according to the law for 
the time being of the United Kingdom (n). 

Such offence of receiving is a felony or misdemeanour according 
as the act committed outside the United Kingdom would have been 
a felony or misdemeanour if committed in England or Ireland (o). 

The punishment for such offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or with- 
out hard labour for not more than two years ( p). 

1364. If any person in any one part of the United Kingdom receives Venue, 
or has in his possession any money or other property which has 
been stolen or otherwise feloniously taken in any other part of the 
United Kingdom, such person knowing such property to have been 
stolen or otherwise feloniously taken, he may be indicted, tried and 
punished in that part of the United Kingdom where he so receives 

or has such property as if it had been originally stolen or taken in 
that part (q). 

1365. In an indictment for receiving stolen goods it must be Indictment, 
alleged, and it must also be proved, that the accused at the time 

when he received the goods knew that they were stolen or 
dishonestly obtained (a). It is not necessary to show that he knew Evidence, 
the exact nature of the principal offence, nor that his knowledge 
should have amounted to certainty. It is sufficient if the jury is 
satisfied that he believed that the property had been stolen or 
dishonestly obtained (b). 

The possession by a person of property which has been recently PosaesBlon 
stolen is some evidence, in the absence of a reasonable explanation 
by him as to how it came into his possession, that he either stole it 
or received it knowing it to be stolen. Whether it is evidence of 
larceny or of receiving depends upon the circumstances of the 
case ((*)• The weight of such evidence depends upon the nature of 

1861 (24 & 2o Viet, c. 96) s. 1 (4)). The Channel Islands are not pait of 

the United Kingdom, and if goeds are stolen there and received in England the 
inffictment must be under this Act (see It, v. Dehruid (1861), 11 Cox, 0. C. 207). 

( 71 ) Larceny Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 62), s. 1 (2). 

(o) lbid,y s, 1 (3). 

Ip) Ibtd.y 8. 1 (1). ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 56 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 

(g) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 114, 

(a) It, V. Wilson (1838), 2 Mood. C. C. 62. It is suflBcient to allege knowledge 
that the goods weie “ feloniously stolen,’’ without stating whether the theft was 
felony at common law or by statute {R, v. Stridey [1908] 1 K. B. 617. 0. 0. K). 

(b) R. V. White (1859), 1 F. & F. 665 ; see R, v. Adams (1858), 1 F. & F. 86. 

(c) R, V. Langmead (1864), Le. & Ca. 427. “ If no other person is involved 
in the transaction forming the subject of the inqmry, and the whole of 
the case against the prisoner is that he was found in the possession of the 
stolen property, the evidence would, no doubt, point to a case of stealing rather 
than a case of receiving ; but in every case, except indeed where the possession 
is so recent that it is impossible for anyone else to have committed the theft, it 
becomes a mere question for the jury whether the person found in possession of 
the stolen property stole it himself or received it from someone else (iWd., per 
Pollock, C. B., at p. 439). 
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Criminal Law and Procedure. 


Bkot. 1. the goods and the length of time which has elapsed from the time 
TaUng when they were stolen to the date when they are proved to have 
Property, been in the possession of the accused (d). 

If a person is accused of receiving stolen property, and the 
stolen property is found in his possession under circumstances 
requiring him to give a reasonable account of how he became pos- 
sessed of it, and he gives such a reasonable account by stating the 
name of the person from whom he received it, who is shown to be a 
real person, it is incumbent upon the prosecution, unless there is 
other substantial evidence against the prisoner negativing the truth 
of his account, to show that that account is false by calling as a 
witness the person named by the prisoner. If the prisoner’s 
account is unreasonable or improbable on the face of it, or if there 
is other evidence against him, the onus of proving the truth of hie 
account lies on him (e). 


(d) 2 East, P. 0. 666 ; i2. v. Oockin (1836), 2 Lew. 0. 0. 235 ; i?. v. Adamt 
(1829), 3 0. & P. 600, where Pakke, J., directed an acquittal upon the ground 
that possession of the stolen property (an axe, a saw, and a mattock) three 
montns after it was lost was not such a recent possession as to require the 
prisoner to show how he came by it. In Anon, (1826), 2 0. & P. 459, the 
goods had been lost for sixteen months, and the prisoner was not required 
to account for having them in his possession. In M, v. Partridge (1836), 
7 0. & P. 651, upon an indictment for stealing forty yards of cloth of which the 
prisoner was found in possession two months after it was missed, Patteson, J., 
allowed the case to go to the jury, observing that if the goods were such as to pass 
from hand to hand readily two months would be a long time, but that there it 
was not so. In It, v. Cocker (1852), 3 Car. & Kir. 318, the only evidence against 
the prisoner was that he was found in possession of a horse which had been lost 
six months previously ; Maule, J., said that he ought not to be called upon to 
account for it, and directed an acquittal. A similar course was taken by 
Channell, B., in R. v. Harris (1860), 8 Oox, 0. C. 333, where a sheep found in 
th^risoner’s possession had been lost six months previously. 

The goods must be proved to have been in the possession of the prisoner or 
tinder his control ; that they were in a place to which he and others had access is 
insufficient in the absence of other evidence against him (R. v. Hughes (1878), 14 
Cox, C. C, 223, 0. 0. K.). The mere fact that the goods were found on the 
prisoner’s premises is not of itself sufficient evidence that he received them or 
that they were in his possession, as they might have been placed there by the 
thief or some other person without his knowledge or assent {R. v. Pratt (1865), 4 
E. & E. 316) ; see also Ex parte RansUy (1823), 2 Dow. & Ey. (m. o.) 572, where 
the court quashed a conviction under stat. 11 Geo. 1, c. 30, s. 16, for knowingly 
harbouring and concealing three gallons of smuggled spirits, upon the ground 
that the mere fact of the spirits bemg found in the defendant’s house during his 
absence could not be considered conclusive evidence of knowingly harbouring 
them there. In R, v. Matthews (1850), 1 Den. 696, 601, CoLEEiDQE, J., said that 
primd Jade if stolen goods are found in a man’s house he, not being the thief, 
IS a receiver ; but in that case there was evidence that the prisoner had bought 
the stolen fowls from the thief. In R, y. Orris (1908), 73 J. P. 15, 0. 0. A., it 
was held that bare knowledge of the whereabouts of stolen goods does not 
amount to constructive possession. 

(c) i2. V. Crowhurst (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 370 ; R, v. Smith (1845), 2 Car. & Kir. 
207 ; B, v, Harmer (184^, 2 Oox, C. 0. 487 ; compare JB. v. Wilson (1867), 
Dears. & B. 167, 0. 0. K, where the court, ^though evidently disapproving 
the conviction, declined to quash it on the ground that there was some evidence 
against the prisoner ; see also B, v. Ritson (1884), 16 Oox, C, 0. 478, 0. 0. R, where, 
the thief having given evidence proving the untruth of the prisoner’s account, 
the prosecution did not call the person from whom the prisoner said he bought 
the goods, and the court upheld the conviction. As to the effect of a presump- 
tion of guilt on the defence, see R, v. Stoddart (1909), 25 T. L. E. 612, 0. 0. A. 
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1366. To prove the guilty knowledge evidence may be given of Sect, i. 
the prisoner having received from the thief other property stolen Taking 
by him from the prosecutor (/). Properfar. 

"W^ere proceedings are taken against any person for having 
received property knowing it to be stolen, or for having in poescasionof 
possession stolen property, evidence may be given at any stage of stolen 
the proceedings that there was found in his possession (<?) other 
property (fe) stolen within the preceding twelve months, and such 
evidence may be taken into consideration for the purpose of proving 
that he knew the property which forms the subject of the pro- 
ceedings against him to be stolen (t). 

Where evidence has been given that the property alleged in the Evidence of 
indictment to have been stolen was found in the possession of the previous 
person charged as receiver, then if such person has within five 
years immediately preceding been convicted of any offence involving 
fraud or dishonesty evidence of such previous conviction may be 
given at any stage of the proceedings, and may be taken into 
consideration for the purpose of proving that the person accused 
knew the property which was proved to be in his possession to 
have been stolen. Not less than seven days’ notice in writing (j) 
must, however, be given to the accused that evidence is intended 
to be given of such previous conviction. It is not necessary, for 
the purpose of giving such evidence, to charge the previous 
conviction in the indictment (/c). 


(/) R, V. Dunn (1826), 1 Mood. C. C. 146; B. y. Davis (1833), 6 C. & P. 177. 
In i?. V. Nicholls (i858), 1 F. &F. 51, upon an indictment against two men for 
stealing and receiving lead, Cockbuhn, C.J., allowed evidence to be given of 
several sales of similar lead during the month previous to the alleged stealing, 
the lead «old on the last occasion being identified as the prosecutor’s property, 
but he confined the evidence to sales made by the prisoners when in company 
together. See as to evidence of this class, p. 380, ante. 

{g) The property must have been found in his possession at the same time 
when the property which is the subject of the indictment was found in his 
possession. The fact that the prisoner had been in possession and had disposed 
of other stolen property before the goods which are the subject of the indictment 
were found in his possession is not admissible in evidence, unless the case falls 
within the principle of R. v. Dunn (1826), 1 Mood. C. 0. 146, and B. v. Nichvlls 
(1858), 1 F. & F. 51 {R. V. Drags (1878), 14 Cox, C. C. 85; R. v. Carter (1884), 
12 Q. B. D. 522, 0. C. R.). But the two findings need not be absolutely simul- 
taneous, and it is sufficient that the goods previously stolen are found on a second 
search of the prisoner’s premises made shortly after the search when the goods 
which are the subject of the indictment were found per Hawkins, J.). 

[h) The fact that this property is the subject of another indictment apiinst 
the prisoner does not render this evidence inadmissible {R. v. Jones (1877), 14 
Cox, C. C. 3). 

(/) Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Yict. c. 112), s. 19. Evidence of 
this kind is not admissible where the real charge a^inst the prisoner is larceny, 
although the indictment contains a count for receiving (/f. v. Girod (1906), 70 
J. P. 614, C. C. E.). 

(y) See as to this R. v. WhiUey (1908), 72 J. P. 272. 

(A:) Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (^ & 35 Viet, c. 112), s. 19. The evideno^ 
is admissible although the charge of receiving does not stand alone but is 
coupled with a count for stealing (R. v, Bromhead (1906), 71 J. P. 103, 0. C. R.). 
Where the case is substantially one of stealing the mere fact of adding a count 
for receiving will not make such evidence adxmBsible (ibid. ; and see R. v. Gtrod, 
iupra). 
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Cbikinal Law and Pbocedurk. 


Skot.I. 


Taking 

Property. 


BeoeiTing 
goods stolen 
from the 
Post Office. 


1367. It is a felony (Z) to receive any mailbag or any postal 
packet (m)f or any chattel, or money, or valuable security (n), the 
stealing, or taking, or embezzling, or secreting whereof amounts to 
a felony under the Post Office Act, 1908 (o), if the receiver knows 
that the same has been so feloniously taken, embezzled, or secreted, 
and has been sent or intended to be sent by post. 

This offence is punishable in the same way as the stealing, 
taking, embezzling, or secreting the same ; and the offender may 
be indicted and convicted, whether the principal offender has or 
has not been previously convicted, or is or is not amenable to 
justice (p). 


Pawnbroker. 1368. If a pawnbroker is convicted on indictment of any fraud 
in his business, or of receiving stolen goods knowing them to be 
stolen, the court before which he is convicted may, if it thinks fit, 
direct that his licence shall cease to have effect, and it shall so 
cease accordingly (q). 


ReBtitntion 
of itolen 
property. 


Sub-Sect. 10. — Orders for Restitution of Property, 

1369. If any person guilty of any felony or misdemeanour men- 
tioned in the Larceny Act, 1861 (r), or the Larceny Act, 1896 (s), 
in stealing, taking, obtaining, extorting, embezzling, converting, or 
disposing of, or in knowingly receiving any chattel, money, valuable 
security (t), or other property (a) whatsoever is indicted for such 


if) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 62. 

{m) Evidence that any article is in the course of transmission by post, 
or nas been accepted on behalf of the Postmaster-General for transmission by 
post, is sufficient evidence that the article is a postal packet (Post Office Act, 
1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 74). 

(n) “ Valuable security’’ has the same meaning in the Post Office Act, 1908 
(8 Edw. 7, c. 48), as in the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96) (as to which 
see p. 642, anie), and includes anything which is a valuable security within the 
meaning of that Act and any part of such thing (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 
7, c. 48), s. 89). 

(o) 8 Edw. 7, c. 48 ; as to the offences which amount to felonies under this 
Act, see p. 644, ante. 

{p) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 52. As to venue, see s. 72. 
The property may be alleged to belong to His Majesty’s Postmaster- General 
(8. 73). 

(g) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 38. 

(r) 24 & 25 Viet. c. 96. 

(a) 69 & 60 Viet c. 62, which relates to property stolen abroad and received 
in the United Kingdom ; see p. 680, ante. This Act is to be construed and 
have effect as part of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96) (ihid.^ s. 1 (4)). 
An order of restitution cannot be made where the conviction is under the Post 
Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 48) (/?. v. Jones (1880), 14 Cox, C. C. 628), or for 
forgery (iZ. v. Rdfe (1889), 63 J. r. 823), nor, it is submitted, upon a conviction 
of a husband or wife under the Married Women’s Property Act, 1882 (45 & 46 
Viet. 0 . 76) ; see R. v. Payne, [1906] 1KB. 97, 0. C. E. 

(0 Eor the definition of “ valuable security” see p. 642, ante. 

[a) The term “property” in the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), 
in dudes every description of real and personal property, money, debts and 
legacies, and all deeds and instruments relating to, or evidencing the title or 
right to any property, or giving a right to recover or receive any money or 
goods, and also includes not only such property as shall have been originally 
in the possession or under the control of any party, but also any property into 
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offence by or on behalf of the owner of the property (6), or his 
executor or administrator (c), and convicted thereof, the property is 
to be restored (d) to the owner or his representative ; and the court 
before whom any person is tried for any such felony or misde- 
meanour (e) has power to award from time to time writs of restitution 
for the property or to order the restitution thereof in a summary 
manner (/). 

If, however, it appears that any valuable security has been bond 
fide paid or discharged by some person liable to the payment 
thereof, or, being a negotiable security, has been bond fide taken or 
received by transfer or delivery by some person for a just and 
valuable consideration without any notice that it had by any 
felony or misdemeanour been stolen, obtained, converted, or 
disposed of, the court cannot order the restitution of such 
security {g). 


or for which the same may have been converted or exchanged, and anything 
acquired by such conversion or exchange, whether immediately or otherwise 
(Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 1). 

{h) The prosecution of an offender by the Director of Public Prosecutions 
has, for the purpose of enabling a person to obtain a restitution of property, or 
obtaining, exercising or enforcing any right, claim or advantage whatsoever, 
the same effect as if such person had been bound over to prosecute, and had 
prosecuted the offender, provided that such person gives all reasonable infomia- 
tion and assistance to the director in relation to the prosecution (Prosecution of 
Offences Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 22), s. 7). 

(c) See also 1 Hale, P. 0. 542. 

id) The words in the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 100, are 
“ the property shall be restored.” Although, notwithstanding these words, the 
court has a discretion as to whether or not an order of restitution shall be made 
(see p. 687, post), yet even before the passing of the Sale of Goods Act, 1893 
(56 & 57 Viet. c. 71), s. 24 (1) (as to which, see p. 686, po8t\ their effect was that 
immediately upon the conviction the legal right to the goods revested in the 
prosecutor if ho had lost it by a sale in market overt or otherwise {Florwood v. 

(1788), 2 Term Rep. 750 ; Vilmont v. Bentley (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 322, 0. A. ; 
affirmed (1887), 12 App. Oas. 471, but as to the last-mentioned case, see p. 686, 
post). 

(e) Formerly the court of King’s Bench, as part of its judgment upon an 
ajipeal of larceny, could award a writ of restitution. The King’s Bench Division 
has now no such power except upon a conviction in that court (B, v. London 
Corporation (1869), L. R. 4 Q. B. 371). 

(/) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 100. The procedure is now 
always by a summary order. The last reported writ of restitution appears to 
have been in Burges v. Coney (1697), Tremaine’s Pleas of the Crown, p. 315. A 
form of tlie writ is given in 4 Ohitty, Criminal Law, 491. See also OoHghtly v. 
Reynolds (1771), Lofft, 88, 90, 91. 

At common law an order of restitution could only be made upon a 
conviction on appeal, and not upon a conviction on indictment, the goods 
in the latter case, if in the convict’s possession, or waived (i.c., tlu’own 
away in flight) by him, being forfeited to the Crown or the lord of the 
franchise. By stat. (1629) 21 Hen. 8, c. 11, the power to order restitution to 
the owner was given to the court before whom a person was convicted upon 
a prosecution by the owner by indictment for robbery or larceny, and 
the title of the Crown and of a purchaser in market overt was in such a case 
ds f 0 ft tod 

{g) 8. 100 of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 96), adds the words ** or 
any reasonable cause to suspect.” It is submitted that these words, which 
were taken from stat. 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 29, s. 67, and were in conformity with 
the law as declared in Qill y. CuUU (1824), 6 Dow. & Ry. (k. b.) 324, are now 


Svyr. 1. 

TaUsif 
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The provision for restitution does not apply in the case of any 
prosecution of any trustee, banker, merchant, attorney, factor, 
broker, or other agent intrusted with the possession of goods or 
documents of title to goods (h) for any misdemeanour (i) against 
the Larceny Act, 1861 (ft), or the Larceny Act, 1901 (1). 

1370 . Where goods have been stolen and the offender is prose- 
cuted to conviction the property in the goods revests in the person 
who was the owner or his personal representative, notwithstanding 
any intermediate dealing with them, whether by sale in market 
overt or otherwise (wi), and an order of restitution can in such a 
case be made in his favour. 

Where goods have been obtained by fraud or other wrongful 
means not amounting to larceny the property in such goods does 
not revest in the person who was the owner of the goods by reason 
only of the conviction of the offender (n). But if the goods are in 
the possession of the defendant, the owner by disaffirming the 
fraudulent transaction regains a right to the property, and in such 
a case an order for restitution should be made. 


impliedly repealed, at any rate so far as bills of exchange, promissory notes, and 
cheques are concerned, by the Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 61), 
88. 29, 38, 90, and that if the holder of such a document, without notice of any 
defect of title, has given value for it, an order of restitution cannot be made 
against him, notwithstanding negligence on his part. The words referred to 
are therefore omitted in the text. 

{h) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 100. Eor definition of “ documents 
of title to goods” see Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 96), s. 1, p. 642, ante, 

(i) As to these misdemeanours, see pp. 657 et seq.y ante. The provisions of the 
Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 10), s. 1, are substituted for ss. 75 and 76 of 
the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), and an order of restitution cannot 
therefore be made upon a conviction for fraudulent misappropriation under the 
Larceny Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 10) (E, v. BrochweU (1905), 69 J. P. 376), Sir 
P. Fulton, K.O., Eecorder of London). 

{k) 24 & 25 Viet. c. 96, s. 100. 

(/) 1 Edw. 7, c. 10. 

(m) Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Viet c. 71), s. 24(1); Horwood v. 
Smith (1788), 2 Term Eep. 750; Scattergood v. Sylvester (1850), 15 Q,. B. 506. 
It is enacted by the Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 71), s. 21 (2), 
that nothing in the Act shall affect the provisions of the Factors Act, 1889 
(52 & 53 Viet. c. 45), or any enactment enabling the apparent owner of goods 
to dispose of them as if ne were the true owner thereof, and it was held in 
Fayne^, Wilaony [1895] 1 Q. B. 653, by the Ewing’s Bench Division, that when a 
title has been acquired under the Factors Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 45), s. 9, 
by a person who has obtained possession of goods for value from one who has 
bought or agreed to buy the goods, his title is not divested by a conviction of 
the Tatter for larceny as a bailee of the goods. The judgment in this case was 
reversed on appeal ([1895] 2 Q. B. 537, 0. A.), but only on the ground that 
there was in that case no agreement to buy. 

(n) Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 71), s. 24 (2). Before this Act 
it had been held by the House oi Lords in Bentley v. Vilmont (1887), 12 App. Oas. 
471, overruling Moyce'V. Newington (1878), 4 Q. B. D. 32, that the effect of the 
Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. o. 96), s. 100, was that upon a conviction for 
obtaining goods by false pretences, the property in the goods was revested in 
the prosecutor as against an innocent purchaser from the fraudulent person, 
although the prosecutor, induced by the fraud, had sold the goods to the 
fraudment person, and so passed the property to him. The Sale of Goods Act, 
1893 (66 & 67 Viet c. 71), s, 24 (2), overrides Bentley v. Vilmont^ and an order 
of restitution cannot therefore be made in such a case (E. v. Walker (1901), 65 
J. P. 729 ; R, V. Qeorge (1901), 65 J. P. 729). If the conviction is for obtaining 
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If such owner parted with his property in the goods when they Sect. i. 

were obtained from him by fraud an order of restitution may be Taking 

made in his favour as against the person convicted of the fraud, or Pr oper ty, 
his agent (o), or a donee from him, or an assignee with notice of the 
fraud, or an innocent holder for value whose title accrued after the 
contract induced by fraud had been revoked, but not as against 
an innocent holder for value whose title accrued before such 
revocation (p). 

1371. An order of restitution can only be made against a Order for 
person who is in possession of the goods at the time of the restitution, 
conviction (q). It can only be made in respect of the goods 
specified in an indictment upon which an offender has been 
convicted or their proceeds (r). A person against whom an appli- 
cation for an order of restitution is made is entitled to be heard in 
opposition (s). 

The court has a discretion as to whether or not it will make the 
order (t), and if it refuses to make it the title (if any) of the prose- 
cutor to the goods is not affected by such refusal (a). 

An order may be made for the restitution of the proceeds of the 
stolen goods to the prosecutor, if such proceeds are in the hands of 
the convict or of an agent for him (b). 

If a person is indicted for larceny and outlawed an order of 
restitution may be made (c). 


by false pretences, but tbe evidence shows that the offence reaUy amounted to 
larceny, an order of restitution can be made against an innocent holder for 
value ; see B. v. Waller (1901), 65 J. P. 729, and p. 702, post, 

(o) R. v. Qeorge (1901), 65 J. P. 729; and see Re Vautin, Ex parte Saffery^ 
[1899] 2 Q. B. 549. 

(p) See Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Yict. c. 71), s. 23, and title Sale 
OF Goods. 

(q) It cannot be made against a person who has parted with the goods, even 
with notice of the larceny [Horwood v. Smith (1788), 2 Term Hep. 750 ; Vilmont 
V. Bentley (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 322, 331, 0. A.). 

(r) R, V. London Corporation (1858), E. B. & E. 509; S. 0., R. v. Pierce, 8 
Cox, 0. 0. 344. If in the possession of a third person the goods ought to be 
produced and identified before an order is made {R, v. Macldin (1850), 5 Cox, C. C. 
216; R, V. Goldsmith (1873), 12 Cox, C. 0. 694; R, v. /S?niYA(1873), 12 Cox, C. C. 
597 ; R. V. Ford (1869), 11 Cox, C. C. 320). 

US R. V. Macklin, supra, 

\t) Vilmont v. Bentley, supra, at p. 327. 

(a) Scattergood v. Sylvester (1850), 15 Q. B. 606; Vilmont y, Bentley, supra. In 
this case the court which tried the prisoner had refused to make an order of 
restitution. 

(5) See the definition of “ property ” in the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet, 
a 96), B. 1 (p. 684, ante) ; R, v. Powell (1836), 7 C. & P. 640. If the proceeds are 
in the hands of an innocent third party who holds them for value an order of 
restitution oimht not to be made as regards such proceeds (Lindsay v. Cundy 
(1876), 1 Q. B. D. 348. The judgment in this case was reversed on appeal 
( (1878) 3 App. Cas. 459), but not on this point) ; see also R, v. Justices of Central 
Criminal Court (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 598 ; 18 Q. B. D. 314, C. A. ; and R, v. Elliott 
(1908),! Cr. App. Bop. 15. 

(c) The outlawry for felony being e^ivalent to a conviction (1 Hale, P. 0. 
545 ; 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 48, s. 22). This is not so if the outla’^y is for mis- 
demeanour (R, V. Tippin (1689), 2 Salk. 494). But outlawry is practically 
obsolete; see p. 431, ante. It appears that an order of restitution cannot bo 
made in favour of an alien enemy (Bro. Abr. tit. Restitution, 35). 
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Sect. 1. 

Taking 

Property. 

Hestitution 
of Btolen 
goods 
pawned. 


Compensation 
to innocent 
purchaser 
of stolen 
property. 


Obtaining' 
property by 
band. 


^ A person against whom an order of restitution is made has no 
right of appeal against it to the Court of Criminal Appeal (d). 

1372. If any person is convicted in any court of feloniously 
taking or fraudulently obtaining any goods and chattels, and it 
appears to the court that the same have been pawned with a 
pawnbroker, the court on proof of the ownership of the goods may, 
if it thinks fit, order the delivery thereof to the owner, either on 
payment to the pawnbroker of the amount of the loan, or of any 
part thereof, or without such payment, as to the court, according to 
the conduct of the owner and the other circumstances of the case, 
seems just and fitting (c). 

1373. Where a prisoner is convicted of larceny or any other 
offence which includes the stealing of any property, and it appears 
by the evidence that the prisoner has sold the stolen property to 
a person who has had no knowledge that the same was stolen, 
and that any moneys have been taken from the prisoner on his 
apprehension, the court may, on the application of such purchaser 
and on the restitution of the stolen property to the prosecutor, 
order that out of such moneys a sum not exceeding the amount of 
the proceeds of the sale be delivered to the purchaser (/). 

The court of trial may, upon the application of any person 
aggrieved, and immediately after the conviction of any person for 
felony, award any sum of money, not exceeding j£i00, by way 
of satisfaction or compensation for any loss of property suffered by 
the applicant through or by means of the felony. The amount so 
awarded is to be deemed a judgment debt due to the person 
entitled to receive it from the convict, and may be ordered to be 
paid out of any moneys taken from the convict on his apprehension, 
or may be enforced in the same way as a judgment or order of any 
court for the payment of any costs in any civil action or proceeding 
may for the time being be enforced (g). 

Sect. 2. — Obtaining Property by Fraud. 

1374. If a person obtains the property of another by fraud in 
such circumstances that the ownership of the property passes to 


{d) R, V. Elliott, [1908] 2 K. B. 452, 0. 0. A. Nor is there an appeal to 
any other court, although if the order has been made at quarter sessions it can, 
if wrongly made, be quashed by certiorari. As to the suspension of the 
operation of an order of restitution pending an appeal by the convict and 
the power of the Court of Criminal Appeal to rescind or vary such order if the 
appeal is allowed, see p. 437, ante, 

(e) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 30 (2). As regard goods 
obtained by fraud this provision must be read subject to the Sale of Goods Act, 
1893 (56 & 67 Viet. o. 71), s. 24 (2); p. 686, ante. The discretionary power 
given by the Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 30, to make a 
restitution order conditional upon the whole or part of a pawnbroker’s advance 
being repaid to him only applies where the pledge is for a sum not exceeding 
£10 ; see s. 10 of that Act. And see title Pawnbrokers and Pledges. 

(/“) Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 36), s. 9. 

{g) Forfeiture Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 23), s. 4; see R, v. Lovett (1870), 
11 Cox, C. C. 602. 
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such person with the consent of the owner, this does not constitute 
larceny (h), nor at common law does it constitute a criminal offence 
at all, unless it amounts to a cheat or a forgery (i). 

Sub-Seot. 1 . — Common Law Cheat. 

1375. Obtaining the property of another by fraud does not 
amount to a cheat at common law unless it is effected by a deceitful 
and illegal practice, not amounting to felony, which directly affects 
or may affect the public (k) ; and the contrivance used must be of 

(h) See 2 East, P. 0. 816 ; R v. Prince (1868), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 150 ; and p. 638, 
a?ite. If the owner is tricked bv a person into parting with the possession or 
temporary use of property, and the person appropriates the property to his own 
use with a dishonest mind, such person is guilty of larceny (i2. v. Russetty [1892] 
2 Q. B. 312, 0. 0. E.; i2. v. Buchrrmter (1887h 20 Q. B. D. 182, 0. 0. E.). 
B. by a mistake, induced in consequence of tne fraud of A,, believes that 
A. is 0., and B., acting under this belief, enters into a contract with A. and 
delivers goods to Mm in the belief that he is 0. As B. never intended to contract 
with A., the property does not pass to A., and if A. appropriates the goods, he is 
guilty of larceny {Gandy v. Lindsay (1878), 3 App. Oas. 459). If a servant or 
agent with only a limited authority to dispose or property is induced by fraud 
to part with the property in a case to which his authority does not extend, the 
property does not pass and the person who so obtains it is guilty of larceny {R. v. 
Longstreeth (1826), 1 Mood. C. C. 137) *5 see 02)j>enheimer v. Frazer ^ [1907] 
2 K. B. 60, 0. A. 

(i ) As to the distinction between a cheat and a forgery at common law, see R, 
V. Ward (1727), 2 Stra. 747. 

{k) 2 East, P. C. 818 ; R. v. BraiUford, [1905] 2 K. B. 730, at p. 745. At 
common law fraud, “to be indictable, must be such a one as affects the 
public ; as if a man uses false weights and measures, and sells by them to all 
or many of his customers, or uses them in the general course of dealing ; so if 
a man defrauds another under false tokens ; so if there be a conspiracy to 
cheat*’ (R. Y, Wheaf/y (1761), 2 Burr. 1125, per Lord Mansfield, O.J., at 

р. 1127 ; and see R. v. You?/g (1789), 3 Term Eep. 98, per Buller, J., at p. 104 ; 

R. V. Lara (1796), 6 Term Eep. 665). The following are instances of cheats 
indictable at common law : — Preparing false evidence (i?. v. VreoneSy [1891] 
1 Q. B. 360, C. C. E.) ; making other deceitful contrivances to interfere with 
the administration of justice (2 East, P. 0. 821; Omealy y. Newell (1807), 
8 East, 364) ; selling unwholesome provisions (iZ. v. Treeves (1796), 2 East, 
P. 0. 821; It. V. Dixon (1814), 3 & S. 11; R.y. Mackarty {W^b)y 2 Ld, 

Eaym. 1179; 3 Ld. Eaym. 325) ; non-accountingor false accounting by a public 
officer {R. v. Bemhridge (1783), 22 State Tr. 1 ; i?. v. Comminga (1696), 6 Mod. 
Eep. 1 79 ; JR. v. Martin tl809), 2 Camp. 268) ; fraudulent enlistment by an appren- 
tice (72. V. Jones (1777), 1 Leach, 174); fraudulent pretending to have power to 
discharge a soldier and taking money to discharge Him {R. v. Serlested (1627), 
Lat. 202) ; using false weights or measures or tokens, or marks of a public nature ; 
putting a false mark or token on an article to make it appear to be genuine 
[R. V. Gloss (185^, Dears. & B. 460) ; playing with false dice {MaddocFa Case 
(1619), 2 Eoll. ;^p. 107 ; 2 East, P. 0. 820) ; conspiracy to defraud {R. v. 
Orhell (1703), 6 Mod. Eep. 42; 2 East, P. 0. 823) ; obtaining a pas^ort from 
the Foreign Office by false representations {R. v. Brailsfordy [1905] 2 K. B. 
730). Some of the cheats which were indictable at common law are now made 
statutory offences (see Gaming Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. o. 109), s. 17 ; Fine Arts 
Copyright Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 68), s. 7 ; Falsification of Accounts Act, 
1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 24), s. 1 ; Admiralty Powers etc. Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. 

с. 124), s. 6 ; Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 63), ss. 3, 4; 
Weights and Measures Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet c. 49), s. 25 ; Government 
Annuities Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 51), ss. 11, 12 ; Merchandise Marks Act, 
1887 (50 & 61 Viet. c. 28), s. 2 ; Weights and Measures Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet 
c. 21), 8. 22 (see s. 33); Inland Eevenue Eegulation Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet, 
c. 21), 8. 12 ; Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 46), s. 9 ; Markets and Fairs 
(Weighing of Cattle) Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet. o. 70), s. 3 ; Anchors and Chain 
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Obtaining 
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such a character that common prudence and caution are not 
sufficient security against a person being defrauded thereby (Z). 

A mere private cheat or imposition, even if accompanied by a 
false affirmation, is not indictable as a cheat at common law, if no 
false token is used [m). And even the use of a false token or of a 
forged document does not amount to a cheat at common law, unless 
some property is obtained by means of such use (n). A common 
law cheat is a misdemeanour. 

The punishment is imprisonment for a term not exceeding two 
years with or without hard labour, or a fine with or without 
imprisonment (o). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — False Pretences. 

1376. By statute ( p) it is a misdemeanour for a person by any false 
pretence to obtain from another any chattel, money, or valuable 
security with intent to defraud ( 3 ). 


Cables Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Yict. c. 23), ss. 13 — 16). As to fraudulent enlistment, 
Bee Army Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet. c. 68), ss. 96, 99). Misconduct on the part 
of a public officer in performing a statutory duty is not indictable when 
the statute imposing the duty provides other remedies {R, v. Halit [1891] 
1 a. B. 747). 

{1) 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 23, s. 1; and see E. v. Jones (1703), 1 Salk. 379; 
B. V. Nehuff (1705), 1 Salk. 151; B. v. (1761), 2 Burr. 1125, at pp. 

1127, 1129. 

(m) B, v. PmJeney (1733), 2 East, P. 0. 818 ; B. v. Wheatly (1761), 2 Burr. 
1125. 

(n) See R v. HamUtont [1901] 1 K. B. 740, 0. 0. E. A forgery at common 
law IS only indictable as a cheat at common law, when some person is actually 
prejudiced (i?. v. IFard (1727), 2 Stra. 747). 

( 0 ) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 29; see E. v. 
HamUtont [1901] 1 K. B. 740, C. C. E. The offence is triable at quarter 
sessions. 

(p) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 90), s. 88. 

l<j) The first statute against false pretences was the stat. (1641) 33 Hen. 8, c. 1, 
which made it an offence for any person falsely and deceitfully to obtain or get 
into his hands or possession any money, goods, chattels, jewels, or other things 
of any other person by colour and means of a false token or counterfeit letter 
made in any other man’s name. This statute was extended by the stat. (1757) 
30 Geo. 2, c. 24, s. 1 , which made it an offence knowingly and designedly, by false 
pretences, to obtain money, goods, wares or merchandises, with intent to cheat 
or defraud any person of the same. The stat. (1757) 30 Geo. 2, c. 24, s. 1, was 
extended by the stat. (1812) 62 Geo. 3, c. 64, s. I, so as to include the obtaining of 
any bond, bill of exchange, bank note, promissory note, or other security for 
the payment of money, or any warrant or order for the payment of money or 
delivery or transfer of goods or other valuable thing. These three statutes were 
repealed by stat. (1827) 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 27, and their place was taken by stat. 
(1827) 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 29, s. 63, which provided that every person who should, 
by any false pretences, obtain from any other person any chattel, money, or 
valuable secuiity with intent to cheat or defraud any person of the same, should 
be guilty of a misdemeanour. Under the stat. (1827) 7 & 8 Geo. 4, 0 , 29, it was 
formerly necessary to allege in an indictment lor false pretences an intent to 
defraud some particular person, but this was made unnecessary by the Criminal 
Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 8, which made it sufficient to 
allege simply an intent to defraud. The provisions of stat. (1827) 7 & 8 Gteo. 4, 0 . 
29, s. 63, and of the Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. 0 . 100), s. 8, were 
repealed by stat. (1861) 24 & 26 Viet, a 95, and were re-enacted by the Larceny 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 88, with some alterations and additions. The 
word ** cheat was omitted from the phrase with intent to cheat or defraud,” 
because it means the same as ** defraud” and is therefore unnecessary (see 
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The panishmeut for the offence is penal servitude for not more 
than five or for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (r). 

1377. A person who, by any fraud or unlawful device or ill- 
practice (1) in playing at or with cards, dice, tables, or other game, 
or (2) in bearing a part in the stakes, wagers, or adventures, or 
(3) in betting on the sides or hands of those that play, or (4) in 
wagering on the event of any game, sport, pastime or other exercise, 
wins from any other person to himself or to any other or others 
any sum of money or valuable thing, is by statute to be deemed 
guilty of obtaining such money or valuable thing with intent to 
defraud such persons (s). 


Sect. 2. 
Obtaining 
Property 
by Fraud. 

Winning 
money etc. 
by fraud 
at gaming. 


/?. V. Ingham (1859), Bell, 0. 0. 181, at p. 185). A proviso was added, making it 
unnecessary to allege any ownership of the chattel, money, or valuable security 
(Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 88). This renders obsolete the cases 
of R, V. Norton (1838), 8 0. & P. 196 ; R, v. Martin (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 481 ; 
Sill V. R. (1853), 1 E. & B. 553. A section (s. 89) was also added, which 
extends the meaning of the word “ obtain ** ; it provides that a person who, by 
any false pretences, causes or procures any money to be paid, or any chattel or 
valuable security to be delivered to any other person for the use or benefit, or 
on account of the person making the false pretences, or of any other person^ with 
intent to defraud, is to be deemed to have obtained such money etc. within the 
meaning of s. 88; s. 89 renders obsolete the cases of R. v. Wavell (1829), 1 
Mood. 0. 0. 224 (where it was held that obtaining credit in account by a false 
pretence was not within the stat. (1827) 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 29, s. 53), R. v. Garrett 
(1853), Dears. 0. 0. 232 (where it was held that under the stat. 7 & 8 Geo. 4, 
c. 29, s. 53, the obtaining must be by the person who made the false pretence 
or his agent), R. v. Martin (1859), 1 F. & F. 501 (where, by a false pretence 
made to 13., A. obtained the delivery to 0. of certain goods which he sold to C., 
and for which he received payment from 0., and it was held that A. could not 
be found guilty of an indictment under the stat. (1827) 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 29, of 
obtaining the goods from B. by false pretences (see Greaves, Criminal Law 
Consolidation Acts, 2nd ed., 177). Except on points to which these alterations 
and additions apply, the decisions on the stat. (1827) 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 29, s. 53, 
as amended by the Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), ss. 8, 
12, are authorities on the present law. The decisions on the statutes before 
stat. (1827) 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 29, are sometimes now quoted as authorities, but 
are to be used with caution owing to the difference in language between those 
statutes and the statutes now in force (see R. v. Bowen (1849), 13 Q. B. 790, 
per Denman, C.J., at p. 794, commenting on R, v. Henderson (1841), 2 Mood. 
C. C. 192). 

(r) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 88 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. Either in lieu of or in addition to the penal servitude 
a fine may be imposed, and the offender may be required to enter into his own 
recognisances and to find sureties, both or either, for keeping the peace and 
being of good behaviour (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 117). A 
previous conviction for any other crime before the commission of the offence of 
obtaining property by false pretences is not a matter which can be alleged in 
an indictment for false pretences (i2. v. Horn (1883), 15 Cox, C, C. 205, C. 0. E.). 
The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(«) Gaming Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. o. 109), s. 17. “Tables,” it seems, means 
the game of backgammon (Bailey's English Dictionary, aub voce ‘‘Back- 
gammon”). It is not necessary to state in the indictment to whom the sum 
of money or valuable thing belongs (E. v. Moss (1856), Dears. & B. 104, per 
Pollock, C.B., at p. 108), An omission to state such ownership is at all events 
cured by verdict (E. v. Moaa, supra, per Erle, J., atp. 10^, Tne material part 
of the indictment iu that case was as follows : “ That W. M. on the of 
in the year of our Lord by fraud, unlawful device and ill practice 
in playing at and with cards, unlawfully did win from one H. F. B. to a certain 
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Criminal Law and Procedure. 

1378. Everyone is by statute guilty of an indictable mis- 
demeanour (t) who (1) pretends to exercise or use any kind of 
witchcraft, sorcery, enchantment, or conjuration ; or (2) undertakes 
to tell fortunes ; or (3) pretends from skill or knowledge in any 
occult or crafty science to discover where and in what manner any 
goods or chattels, supposed to have been stolen or lost, may be found. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment for a year 
without hard labour (u). 

1379. A person is by statute guilty of a misdemeanour (a) who, 
with intent to defraud or injure any other person by any false 
pretence, fraudulently causes or induces any other person to execute, 
make, accept, indorse, or destroy the whole or any part of any valu- 
able security, or to write, impress, or affix his name or the name of 
any other person, or of any company, firm, or copartnership, or the 
seal of any body corporate, company, or society upon any paper or 
parchment, in order that the same may be afterwards made or 
converted into or used or dealt with as a valuable security. 

1380. If a person is tried on an indictment for the misdemeanour 
of obtaining property by false pretences, and the evidence shows that 
his offence amounts to larceny, he may, nevertheless, be convicted 
of the misdemeanour. If, however, he is tried for the mis- 
demeanour, he cannot afterwards be prosecuted for larceny on the 


person whose name is to the jurors unknown, a certain sum of money with 
intent to cheat him, the said H. F. B. of the same.” It does not seem that 
the provisions of s. 88 of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), apply to 
this indictment. It seems, therefore, that an allegation to defraud a particular 
person is necessary. To constitute the offence there must be fraud or an unlaw- 
ful device or ill practice duiing the game etc. ; it is not sufficient, if fraud is 
resorted to in order to induce the prosecutor to play in the game (R, v. Bailey 
(1860), 4 Oox, 0. 0. 390). It is not clear whether it is necessary to allege in the 
indictment the name of the game in the course of which the fraud is used, but 
the evidence must show that there was some “ game, sport, pastime, or exercise ” 
played. Tossing with coins, if not a game or sport, is a “pastime or exercise ” 
within the statute (i?. v. O^Comior (1881), 15 Oox, 0. 0. 3, 0. 0. E.). Abet 
over a conjuring trick or sleight of hand or other trick is not within the 
statute {R, v. Hudson (18601, Bell, 0. 0. 263). If several persons join together 
in a fraudulent design to cneat some other person, as by inducing such person 
by fraud to play in a game or by any other act which if done by one person is 
not within the statute, an indictment will lie against the confederates for a 
conspiracy to defraud {R, v. Bailey (1850), 4 Oox, 0. 0. 390). 

(0 Witchcraft Act, 1735 (9 Geo. 2, c. 6), s. 4. A person professing to tell 
fortunes “to deceive or impose upon” any person is also punishable as a 
rogue and vagabond under the Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo, 4, c. 83), s. 4 (see 
Fenny v. Hanson (1887), 18 Q. B. 478; Monck v. Hilton (1877), 2 Ex. 1). 268). 

(w) Witchcraft Act, 1735 (9 Geo, 2, o. 6), s. 4. The offender may also be ordered 
by the court before which he is tried to give sureties for good behaviour 
in such sum and for such time as the court may think proper, and if so 
ordered, may be imprisoned until such sureties are given (ibid.). The offence 
is, it seems, triable at quarter sessions. 

(a) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. o. 96), s. 90. See R, v. Gordon (1889), 
23 Q. B. D. 354, 0. 0. R. ; s. 88 of the Larceny Act, 1681 (24 & 26 Viot o. 96), 
does not apply to an indictment for this offence, and it is necessary to name in 
such an mdiotment the person whom the defendant intended to defraud 
(Archbold, Criminal Pleatog, 23rd ed., 617). In other respects mutatis 
mutandis the indictment will be in the same form as an indictment for 
obtaining money etc. by false pretences, see p. 694, ante. 
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same facts (y). The result is the same if the evidence shows that Sect. 2. 
the offence amounted to some felony other than larceny (a). ObtalnluE 

Property 

1381. The essential ingredients of the misdemeanour of obtaining by Fraud, 
goods etc. by false pretences are four — there must be a false Essentials of 
pretence made by the defendant to some other person, there must the offence, 
be knowledge on the part of the defendant that the pretence was 
false, there must be an obtaining of money, or a chattel, or a 
valuable security, by means of such false pretences, and there must 
be an intent to defraud (6). 

The false pretence must be of a fact that exists or has existed ; 
a pretence that something will be done or will occur in the future 
is not of itself sufficient (c). 

(j/) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 96), s. 88 ; i?. v. (1896), 66 
L. J. (q. b.) 87, C. 0. R. ; [1897] 1 Q. B. 214, 0. 0. E. ; as to the difference 
between larceny and obtaining by false pretences, see p. 689, ante. If there is 
any doubt whether an offence amounts to larceny or false pretences, the bettor 
course is to indict the offender for false pretences, as on an indictment for false 
pretences the offender may be found guilty, if die false pretences are proved, 
although the facts amount to larceny, but on an indictment for larceny the 
offender cannot bo found guilty, if the facts amount to false pretences. On 
an indictment for false pretences, if the facts show larceny, the defendant 
cannot be convicted, unless the alleged pretences are proved (B, v, Bulmer (1864), 

Le. & Oa. 476). 

(a) Oriminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vict. c. 100), s. 12. The court may, 
if it thinks fit, in such a case discharge the jui’y, and direct that the defendant 
be indicted for the felony. 

(5) B. V. Aspinall (1876), 2 Q. B. D. 48, 0. A., at p. 57. 

(c) “ A mere lie about an existing fact told for a fraudulent purpose ’’ is a false 
pretence {B, v. Woolley (1850), 1 Den., 559, per Alderson, B., at p. 564) ; see 
Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Yict. c. 22), s. 3. The following are 
instances of false statements or representations which have been held to bo 
pretences of existing or past facts : That the defendant had been intrusted by 
the Duke of L. to take some horses from Ireland to London and had been 
detained so long by contrary winds that his money was spent {B. v. Villenettve 
(1778), 3 Term Eep., cited at p. 104 ; see B. v. Willot (1871), 12 Cox, 0. C. 68, 

0. C. E.) ; that one of the defendants had made a bet of 500 guineas “ with a 
colonel of the army then at Bath that A. B. would run ten miles in an hour 
{Foung v. B. (1789), 3 Term Eep. 98); that the defendant, a carrier, had 
delivered goods to the consignee, who had given a receipt for them, but that 
the defendant had lost or mislaid the receipt (B. v. Airey (1801), 2 East, 30) ; 
that a certain document was a lease for nine years of a certain house (B. v. Oruhy 
(1845), 1 Cox, C. C. 249) ; that the defendant had sufficient funds to pay a bill for 
£2,638 except the sum of £300 {E, v. Croailey (1837), 2 Mood. & E. 17) ; that 
the defendant was a single man and able to contract a valid marriage with the 
prosecutiix, and was in a position to maintain an action for breach of promise of 
marriage against the prosecutrix (E. v. Copeland (1842), Car. & M. 516); that 
the defendant was Mr. H. (jR. v. Bloomfield (1842), Car. & M. 537) ; that the 
defendant was a captain in the Dragoon Guards {B, v, Hamilton (1845), 1 Cox, 

C. C. 244) ; that a club for which the defendant was canvassing was “ a very 
strong club ” and had £7,000 in the bank {B, v. Welman (1853), Dears. C. C. 

188) ; that a customer for whom the defendant had agreed to make false teeth 
had refused to pay him any money on account {B, v. JoneB (1853), 6 Cox, C. 0. 

467) ; that the aerendant wanted some goods for J. S., who was a person to whom 
the defendant “ durst trust £1,000 {B, v. Archer (1855), Dears. C. C. 449) ; that 
a house had been built on some land which the defendant wished to mortgage 
( B, V. Bnrgon (1856) , Dears. & B. 1 1 ) ; that mortgaged property was unincunjbered 
(B. V. Meakin ^869), 11 Cox, C. C. 270, C. C. E. ; and see B, v. Sampson (1885), 

52 L. T. 772) ; that a £1 note was a £5 note (B, v. Jessop (1858), Dears. & B. 442) ; 
that a “ flash note ” was a genuine note (E. v. W^«(1840), cited at Dears. & B. 
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1382. An indictment for obtaining property by a false pretence 
must allege that the defendant made a certain false pretence^ and 


36 ; JB. V, Couhon (1850), 1 Den. 592); that a worthless che<me or note was a 
valuable security (B* v. Vowey (1868), 37 L. J. (m. o.) 52, 0. 0, JK.. ; R, v. Hazelton 
(1874), L. E. 2 0. 0. E. 134; R, v. Jarman (1878), 14 Oox, 0. C. Ill, 0. 0. E. ; 
see R. v. Smith (1854), 6 Cox, C. 0. 314, and R, v. Walne (1870), 11 Oox, 0. 0. 
647, 0. 0. E.) ; that a forged order for the payment of money was genuine (JR, v. 
Prince (1868), L. E. 1 0. 0. R 150) ; that a person who lived in a large house 
“ down the street,” and who had a daughter married some time back, had been 
“ at the defendant about some carpet,” and had asked him to procure a piece of 
carpet (B. v. Burmidee (I860), Bell, 0. C. 282) ; that the defendant was authorised 
to order linen on behalf of a hospital (E. v. Franldin (1864), 4 F. & F. 94) ; that 
the defendant had power to bring back the prosecutrix’s husband, who had 
deserted her (E. v. Qiles (1865), Le. & Ca. 502) ; that the defendant could com- 
municate with the spirits of the dead {R. v. Lawrence (1877), 36 L. T. 404) ; that 
the defendant was carrying on a bond fide business, or a bond fide extensive 
business (E. v. Crab (1868), 11 Cox, C. C. 85, 0. C. E. ; E. v. Cooper (1877), 2 
a B. D. 510, C. C. E. ; R. v. King, [1897] 1 a B. 214, 0. C. E. ; E. v. Rhodes, 
^899] 1 Q. B. 77, C. C. E., and see E. v. Bandell (1887), 16 Cox, C. C. 335, 
0. C. E.) ; that a particular amount of money was owing from the prosecutor (or 
someone else) to the defendant (or someone else) (E. v. Woolley US 50), 1 Den. 
559 ; E. V. Leonard (1848), 1 Den. 304 ; E. v. Barnes (1850), 2 Den. 59 ; E. v. 
Witchell (1798), 2 East, P. 0. 830 ; E. v. Taylor (1883), 15 Cox, C. C. 265 ; but 
see E. V. Oates (1855), Dears. 0. 0. 459) ; that the defendant had done work 
which he had not done (E. v. Rigby (1858), 7 Cox, C. C. 507 ; E. v. Hunter 
(1867), 10 Cox, C. C. 642, 0. 0. E.); tnat a greater wei^t of ^ods had been 
aelivered than was actually the case (E. v. Eagleton (1855), Dears. 0. C. 376, 515) ; 
that defendant was collecting information for a new directory which W. & Co. 
were getting up (E. v. Speed (1881), 16 Oox, 0. C, 24, C. C. R); that defendant 
had got a carriage and pair and expected it down ‘ ‘ that day or the next and 
that he had a large property abroad (E. v. Howarth (1870), 11 Cox, 0. C. 588, 
C. C. E.). See also E. v. Pay (1908), 25 T. L. E. 191, C. C. A., where the 
false pretence was that persons could earn money by writing. Many cases of false 
pretences arise when a contract is entered into in consequence of the false 
pretence (E. v. Kenrick (1843), 5 Q. B. 49 ; E. v. Asterley (1835), 7 C. & P. 191 ; 
R, V. Abbott (1847), I Den. 273; E. v. Par Zf (1847), 1 lien. 276; E. v. Oailick 
(1847), 1 Den. 276 ; E. v. Goss (1860), BeU, C. C. 208 ; E. v. Martin (1867), L. E. 
1 C. 0. E. 56). Mere commendation, however extravagant, of an article or of a 
business offered for sale is not a false pretence (see E. v. Bryan (1857), Dears. & B. 
265 ; E. v. Williamson (1869), 11 Cox, C. C. 328 ; E. v. Levine (1867), 10 Cox, 
C. 0. 374). It is doubtful, however, whether these cases are now of any authority ; 
see 2 Eussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 498; and E. v. Lewis (1869), 11 Cox, C. C. 
404. A misstatement of fact as to the quality or weight of goods may 
amount to a false pretence (E. v. Ardley (1871), 40 L. J. (m. o.) 85, C. 0. R ; E. v. 
Foster (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 301, C. C. E. ; E. v. Kenrick, supra ; E. v. Sherwood 
(1857), Dears. & B. 251 ; E. v. Lee (1864), Le. & Ca. 418 ; E. v. Dundas (1853), 
6 Cox, C. 0. 380 ; E. v. Suter (1867), 10 Cox, C, C. 577, C. 0. E. ; E. v. Ball 
(1842), Car. & M. 249 ; E. v. Stevens (1844), 1 Cox, C. 0. 83 ; E. v. Roebuck 
(1856), Dears & B. 24). The decisions to the contrary effect of Lord Ellen- 
BOROUGH, C.J., in E. v. Pywell 1816), 1 Stark. 402, and of Littledale, J., in 
E. V. Codrington (1825), 1 0. & P. 661, are not now authorities (see E. v. 
Kenrick (1843), 5 Q. B. 49, at p. 64 ; E. v. Ward (1844), 1 Cox, 0. C. 101, at 
p. 102 ; E. V. Bates (1848), 3 Oox, 0. 0, 201). The false pretence may be by 
conduct with or without the use of any spoken or written words (E. v. Barnard 
(1837), 7 0. & P. 784 ; E. v. Story USOb), Uuas. & Ey, 81 ; E. v. Jackson (1813), 
3 Camp. 370 ; E. v. Freeth (1807), Euss. & Ey. 127 ; E. v. Goss (1860), Bell, C. 0. 
208 ; E. V. Hazelton (1874), L. R 2 0. C. R 134 ; E. v. Murphy (1876), 13 Cox, 
0. 0. 298, 0. C. E. (Ir.); E. v. Bull (1877), 13 Cox, 0. C. 608. 0. 0. R; E. v. 
Jarman (1878), 14 Cox, 0. 0, 111, 0. 0. E. ; E. v. Hunter (1867), 10 Oox, 0. C. 
642, 0. 0. R ; E. v. Powell (1884), 15 Cox, 0. 0. 568, 0. 0. E. ; E. v. Sampson 
(1885), 49 J. P. 807, C, 0. R), But there must be some deceit spoken, wntten 
or acted, to constitute a fali^ pretence (see E. v. Jones, [1898] 1 Q. B. 119, 
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must expressly allege that the pretence was false {d ) ; it must set 
out the false pretence sufficiently (e). It is sufficient, if the effect 
of the pretence is set out ; it is not necessary to state the words 
actually used (/). 


0. 0. E.). A promise to do something in the future {e.g», a promise to pay 
for goods on delivery) is not a false pretence (E. v. Hall (1821), Euss. & Ey. 463 ; 
i?. V. Burrows (1869), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 258, 0. 0. E. ; i?. v. Woodman (1879), 
14 Cox, 0. 0. 179; IL v. Johnston (1842), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 254). In i?. v. 
Douglas (1836), 1 Mood. 0. C. 462, an indictment alleging as a false pretence 
that the defendant would tell the prosecutor where cerUin horses that had 
strayed were, if the prosecutor would give defendant a sovereign, was held 
to TO bad ; the indictment ought to have alleged as the false pretence that 
the defendant knew where the horses were, see E. v. Lee (1863), Le. &. Oa. 309 
(where it was held that a statement that the defendant “ was going to pay ” or 
“ had got to pay his rent ” was not a false pretence of an existing fact) ; 
compare E. v. Henshaw (1864), Le. & Ca. 444; E. v. Johnston, suma). 
But if a misrepresentation of an existing or past fact is accompanied oy a 
promise, the promise does not prevent the misrepresentation from being a false 
pretence (E. v. Fry (1858), Dears. & B. 449 ; E. v. West (1858), Dears. & B. 576 ; 
E. V. Bates (1848), 3 Cox, 0. 0. 201 ; E. v. Jtnnison (1862), Le. & Ca. 157). A 
representation may be future in form, but may none the less be a representation 
as to an existing fact, e»g., a statement that a cheque would be paid on presenta- 
tion is a statement as to an existing fact, and amounts to a representation that 
the cheque is a good one (E. v. Iivghes (1858), 1 F. & F. 355 ; and see E. v. 
Hazelton (1874), L. R 2 0. C. R. 134; E. v. Giles (1865), Le. & Ca. 502). In 
E. V. Goraon (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 354 , 0. C. E., it was held that a representation 
that ‘*the defendant was prepared to pay to the prosecutor £100” was a false 
pretence of an existing fact, sed qucere, see E. v. Johnston (1842), 2 Mood. C. C. 
254. 

(d) The following is the form of an indictment for false pretences. “The 
Jurors for our lord the Bung upon their oath present that A. B. [on the — 

day of in the year of Our Lord] unlawfully [knowingly and designedly] 

did falsely pretend to C, D. that he the said A. B. was then in the employ of 
E. F. by means of which said false pretences the said A. B. did then unlawfully 
obtain from the said C. D. money to the amount of £1 with intent to defraud 
whereas in truth and in fact the said A B. was not then in the employ of the 
said E. F. as he the said A. B. at the time when he did so falsely pretend as 
aforesaid well knew.” The words ” knowingly and designedly ” are not essential ; 
an indictment without an allegation of knowledge that the pretences are false is 
cured by verdict (E. Bowen (1849), 13 Q. B. 790. QucBre whether to allege 
that the defendant did feloniously pretend makes the indictment bad (E. v. 
Walker (1834), 6 C. & P. 657). 

(e) E. V. Mason (1788), 2 Term Eep. 681 ; E. v. Oates (1855), Dears. C. 0. 459 ; 
E. V. Henshaw (1864), Le. & Ca. 444; see E. v. Airey (1801), 2 East, 30. An 
indictment which omits to set out the particular false pretence alleged is bad, 
if the objection is taken before verdict, but if no such objection is taken 
and there is a verdict of guilty on such an indictment, the defect is cured by 
verdict (E. v. Goldsmith (1873), L. R 2 C. C. E. 74 ; see Heymann v. E. (1873), 
L. E. 8 Q. B. 102). It is not necessary to set out the false pretences in an 
indictment for a conspiracy to obtain by false pretences (E. v. Gill (1818), 

2 B. & Aid. 204), or for receiving goods obtained by falro pretences (Taylor 
V. E., [1895] 1 Q. B. 25. An allegation that A. and B. made a certain false 
pretence is satisfactorily proved if it is shown that A. and B. were acting 
together in a fraudulent design, and that A., in the absence of B., made the 
alleged pretences (E. v. Kerrigan (1864), 9 Cox, 0. 0. 441, 0. 0. R ; E. v. 
A/o/and(1843), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 27^. As to false pretences by an agent, see E. v, 
Boyd (1861), 6 Cox, C. C. 602; E. v. Butcher (1858), Bell, 0. C. 6. 

(/) E. Y. Scott (1832), 2 Eussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 532. If the false pretence 
relates to a written instrument, the instrument must be sufficiently described, 
but it is not necessary to set out the instrument (E. v. Coulson (1850), 1 Den. 
692 ; E. V. Brown (1847), 2 Cox, C, C. 348 ; but see E. v. Wickham (1839), 
10 Ad. & El. 34). 
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Ceiminal Law and Procedure. 


SfxjT. ». The false pretence must be proved as it is laid in the 
Obtaining indictment, and if there is a substantial variance between the 
Property pretence laid and that proved, there can be no conviction (g). 
by Fraud. The indictment must mention or describe the person to whom 
it is alleged that the defendant made a false pretence, and must 
name the person from whom the property was obtained by means 
of such false pretence Qi). It must allege, and the evidence must 


(g) R. T. Pleatow (1808), 1 Camp. 494 (where the pretence laid was that the 
“ defendant had paid ” a sum of money into the Bank of England and the 
statement proved was that “ the money had been paid at the bank ; and the 
variance was held to be fatal) ; R. v. Butcher (1868), Bell, 0. 0. 6 (where the 
pretence alleged was that the defendant was sent by A. B. and 0. D. to receive 
moneys payable to them and the pretence proved was a representation by a boy, 
an innocent agent of the defendant, that he (the boy) had authority to receive 
the moneys, and the conviction was quashed) ; R. v. Bailey (1852), 6 Cox, C. C. 
29 (where the pretence laid was that the defendant had been to H. on behalf of 
X. i ., and had served a certain order of affiliation on S. T., and the pretence 
proved was that the defendant had been with the order to H. to serve S. T., and 
nad left it with S. T.*s landlord, as 8. T. was out, and it was held that the 
variance was fatal, and that there was no power to amend the indictment under 
the Criminal Pr6cedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 1 ; /?. v. Ward (184*1), 

1 Cox, C. C. 101 (where the pretence laid was that certain horses belonged to 
a family named L. that lived at 8., and that Mr. L. was dead, and the pretence 
proved was that the family lived two miles from 8., and that the elder member 
of the family was dead, and it was held that the variance was fatal) ; R, v. B aimer 
(1864), Le. & Ca. 476 (where the pretence laid was that the de/endant was the 
servant of a person named Hardman, and the pretence proved was that the defen- 
dant was tne servant of a person named Harding, and the conviction was 
quashed ; it seems that this was a case which could have been cured by amend- 
ment, but no application to amend appears to have been made (see 2 Russell on 
Crimes, 6th ed., 642), In R. v. Coined (1861), 3 F. & F. 104, the defendant was 
alleged to have pretended that a certain parcel contained all the letters written 
from the prosecutrix to the defendant, and it was held that this allegation was 
sufficiently proved, although it was shown that some of the letters had been 
destroyed by the prosecutrix. In R, v. Kealey (^1851), 2 Den. 68, the indictment 
alleged that certain false pretences were made to B. and others, and it was 
shown that the pretences were made to B. alone, and it was held that there was 
no variance. If the false pretence is contained in a written document, the 
document must be produced or its non -prod action accounted for ; if it is proved 
to be lost, secondary evidence of its contents can be given {R, v. Chadwick {\SS^)y 
6 C. & P. 181). If a defendant orally made the pretences alleged in the indict- 
ment, evidence of such oral pretences can be given, although for the purpose of 
carrying out the fraud a deed was afterwards entered into and the deed alleged 
a consideration for parting with the money different from that contained in the 
oral pretences {R. v. Adamson (1843), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 286). 

(h) If there is no averment of any person to whom the false pretence was 
made and from whom the property was obtained, the indictment is bad (R. v. 
Sowerhijy [1894] 2 U. B. 173, U. C. R.). But it is sufficient to aver that the pretence 
was made to “the subjects of His Majesty the King” (R. v. Bilverlocky [1894] 

2 Q. B. 766, C. 0. R.). It is not necessary to allege or to prove that the pretence 
was made to the person from whom the property was obtained [R, v. Brown (1847), 
2 Cox, 0. C. 348, where R, v. Tully (1840), 9 0. & P. 227, was doubted; see 
also R. V. Bent (1843), 1 Car. & Kir. 249). If the pretence is made to some 
other person than the one from whom tne property is obtained, it must be 
proved that the pretence operated upon the mind of the person from whom the 
property was obtained (if. v. Butcher^ supra, Williams, J., at p. 19). As to a 
pretence made to a servant or agent, see R, v. Douglass (1808), 1 Camp. 212. 
An allegation that property was obtained from the prosecutor is proved by 
evidence showing that it was obtained from his agent (R. v. Moseley (1861), 
Le. & Oa. 92). An allegation that a false pretence was made to A. B. (the 
secretary of a friendly society), and that by means of this false pretence money 
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establish, that the defendant by means of the alleged false pre- 
tences, unlawfully obtained eitW a chattel, money, or valuable 
security, as the case may be (i), which must be sufficiently 
described (A), but it is not necessary to allege any ownership 
thereof ( 1 ). 

It is not necessary to allege that the alleged false pretence was 
made with the intention of obtaining the property which was 
obtained, or to show how the false pretence was calculated to effect 
or bad effected the obtaining of the property, or to state that there 
was no pretence besides the one or more charged ; but the evidence 
must show that the false pretence was made for the purpose of 
obtaining the property etc. (m). 


was obtained from A. B., was held to be established by evidence that A. B. 
accompanied the defendant to 0. D. (the treasurer of the society), who paid the 
money to the defendant (B. v. Bouse (1849), 4 Cox, 0. 0. 7). 

(t) A chattel, to come within the statute, must be something which is the 
subject of larceny (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 88). A dog is 
not a chattel which is the subject of larceny, and, it seems, is not a chattel 
within the statute as to false pretences (B, v. Bobinson (1869), Bell, 0. 0. 34). 
The half of a bank note or a re-issuable note that has been satisfied may be 
properly described as a chattel (B. v. Vyse (1829), 1 Mood. 0. C. 218 ; B, v. 
Mend (1831), 4 C. & P. 635 ; see B. v. Clarke (1810), 2 Leach, 1036). A railway 
passenger ticket is a chattel within the statute, although it has to be delivered 
up at the end of the journey {R, v. Boulton (1849), 1 i)en. 608 ; and see R, v. 
Beecham (1851), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 181 ; but see B, v. Kilham (1870), L. E. 1 0. 0. E. 
261). It is not necessary that the chattel should be in existence at the time 
that the pretence is made, so long as the subsequent obtaining of the chattel is 
directly connected with the false pretence (E. v. Martin (1867), L, E. 1 
0. 0. E. 56). 

(/c) In B, V. Douglass (1808), 1 Camp. 212, it was held that a “basket of fish^* 
might be described in an indictment as a “ parcel.” As to the description of 
money, see Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 18, p. 340, 
ante. The expression “valuable security” includes any order. Exchequer 
acquittance, or other security whatsoever, entitling or evidencing the title of 
any person or body corporate to any share or interest in any public stock or 
fund, whether of the United Kingdom, or of Great Britain or of Ireland, or of 
any foreign state, or in any funds of any body corporate, company or society, 
whether within the United Kingdom or in any foreign state or country, or to 
any deposit in any bank, and also includes any debenture, deed, bond, bill, 
note, wanant or order, or other security whatsoever, for money or for payment 
of money, whether of the United Kin^om, or of Great Britain or of Ireland, 
or of any foreign state, and any document of title to land or goods. The 
expression “document of title to land” includes any deed, map, paper, or 
parchment, wi’itten or printed, or partly written and partly printed, being or 
containing evidence of the title or any part of the title to any real estate, or to 
any interest in or out of any real estate (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, 
c. 96), s. 1 ; see B. v. Qreenhalgh (1864), Dears. 0. 0. 267). A post-office 
money order is a valuable security within the meaning of the last- mentioned 
section (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 59). 

(l) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 88. 

(m) Hamilton v. E. (1846), 9 G. B. 271; E. v. Brown 2 Cox, 0. 0. 

318 ; and see E. v. Warning (1823), Euss, & Ey. 504, where, on a pauper being 
told to go to work, the pauper falsely said he nad no shoes, and thereupon the 
overseer gave him a pair, and it was held that the false statement was rather a 
false excuse for not working than a false pretence to obtain goods, and that the 
pauper could not be convicted of obtainmg the shoes by false pretences (see 
also E. V. Stone (1858), 1 P. & F. 311). It is iminaterial that the false pretence 
was not originally made for the purpose of obtaining the property in question, 
if the false pretence was persevered in or reiterated with that purpose (E. t. 
Hamilton (1845), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 244). 
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It is not necessary to allege the time when, or the place where, 
the pretence was made, or the chattel etc. obtained (w), 

1383. The chattel, money, or valuable security must be obtained 
by the defendant, and obtained by means of the false pretences 
alleged (o). If the defendant with fraudulent intent causes the 
chattel etc. to be delivered to anyone else than the defendant for 
the use or benefit or on account of the defendant or of any other 
person, the defendant is deemed to have obtained ** the chattel (p). 

It is essential for the completion of the offence that there should 
have been an intention to deprive the owner wholly of the property in 
the chattel; therefore to obtain by false pretences the use of a chattel 
other than money, by way of loan for a limited time, is not an 
oflfence within the statute (g). But to obtain the loan of money 
is, it seems, to obtain money within the statute ( 7 *) ; and this is the 
case also with regard to the loan of a valuable security, except 
where there is an expectation that the identical security will be 
returned («). 

To obtain a gift of money etc. by a false pretence (e.gf., by a false 
tale contained in a begging letter) is within the statute (0- 

Although a false pretence may have been made and although 
property may have been obtained with a fraudulent intent, yet if 
the property was not obtained by means of the false pretence 
alleged in the indictment there can be no conviction (a). 


in) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), ss. 23, 24. 

(o) If the chattel etc. is not actually obtained, but the defendant attempted 
to ootain it by false pretences, he can be convicted of the attempt (see A. v. 
Button, [1900] 2 Q. B. 597, 0. 0. E.). 

(p) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 89. This section in effect 
supersedes the narrow interpretation given to the word “ obtain ** in R. v. 
Garrett (1853), Dears. 0. 0, 232 (see 2 Eussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 468). The 
section also meets such cases as E. v. Martin (1859), 1 F. & F. 501, and i?. v. 
Wavtll (1829), 1 Mood. C. C. 224, where the charge was of obtaining credit 
in account by false pretences, for which there was no provision under the 
earlier Acts ; see also as to obtaining credit by fraud, title Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency, Vol. 11., p. 350. 

i q\ R. V. Kilham (1870), L. E. 1 0. C. E. 261. 

r) See R. v. Burgon (1856), Dears. & B. 11, per Crompton, J., at p. 20. 

8) Ihid, 

i) R. V. Jones (1850), 1 Den. 551. 

a) R. V. Jones (1884J, 15 Cox, C. C. 475, C. C. E. ; E. v. Bulmer (1864), 
9 Cox, C. 0. 492, C. C. E. ; E. v. Dale (1836), 7 C. & P. 352 ; E. v. Dent (1843), 
1 Car. & Kir. 249; E. v. Butcher (1858), Bell, 0. C. 6; E. v. Hunt (1861), 
8 Cox, C. C. 495 ; E. v. Cosnett (1901), 20 Cox, 0. 0. 6, 0. C. E. 

The pretences alleged and proved must not be too remote from the obtaining 
(see E. V. Gardner (1856), Dears. & B. 40,' E. v. Erycrn Q861), 2 F. & F. 567 ; 
but see also as to these two cases E. v. Martin (1867), 36 L. J. (m. 0.) 20, C. C. E., 
atp. 23, and E. v. Burton (1886), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 62, C. C. E.). Tne false pretences 
may be made on several different occasions in different conversations or com- 
munications, if such conversations can be reasonably connected together (E. y. 
Welman (1853), Dears. C. C. 188). As to a continuing false pretence, see E. v. 
Qreatheaa (1878), 14 Cox, 0. 0. 108, C. 0. E. If a person enters in a race in a 
false name and obtains a long start and wins the race, he may be convicted of 
attempting to obtain the mze by false pretences (E. v. Button, [1900] 2 Q. B. 597, 
0. 0. E., following E. v. Dickenson (1879), Eosooe, Criminal Evidence, 13th ed., 
408, and disapproving of E. v. Lamer (1880), 14 Cox, 0. C. 497). The false pre- 
tenoe must be made before the property is obtained (E. y. Brooks (1859), 1 F. & F. 
502; and see E. y. Steels (1867), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 5, 0. C. E.). If a Treasury 
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It is sufficient if part only of the alleged false pretence is proved, 
BO long as what is proved operated on the mind of the prosecutor (6). 

It is immaterial that in parting with the chattel etc. the 
prosecutor’s mind was influenced by other circumstances as well as 
by the false pretence (c), or that the prosecutor had the means of 
finding out whether the pretence was true or not (d). 

The indictment must allege, and the evidence must show, that the 
act of making a false pretence and obtaining property thereby was 
done with intent to defraud (c). 


minute authorising the payment of money is obtained by means of a false 
pretence, and the money is paid, the money is obtained by the false pretence 
(i2. V. Cooke (1858), 1 F. & F. 64). A misrepresentation of the state of accounts 
between a defendant and his partner in business, followed by the payment of 
money by the partner to the defendant, is not an obtaining of money by 
false pretences, as the partner stiU has rights over the money {R. v. Evans 
(1862), Le. & Oa. 252 ; and see R. v. Crosbi/ (1813), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 10). If a person 
is induced by false and fraudulent allegations to enter into a partnership and 
to advance money, an indictment will He {R. v. Adamson (1843), 2 Mood. 0. C. 
286) ; but if the contract is not rescinded, and money is advanced as part of the 
capital by the prosecutor, this is not an obtaining of money within the statute 
[R, V. (1857), Dears. & B. 348, at p. 362). If at the time when a chattel is 

obtained the prosecutor knew that the pretence was false, the defendant cannot 
be convicted of obtaining the chattel by false pretences {R. v. Mills (1857), 
Dears. & B. 205 ; but see R. v. Ady (1835), 7 0. & P. HO), but may be con- 
victed of attempting to obtain {R> v. Roebuck (1856), Dears. & B. 24 ; R. v. Henshr 
(1870), 11 Cox, C. 0. 570, C. C. R.). The fact that the prosecutor believed the 
false pretence may be proved by asking him in the witness-box what opinion 
he formed as to the defendant’s statement on its being made (/?. v. King (1890), 
66 L. J. (q. b.) 87, C. C. R.). As to the defendant obtaining a larger sum than 
he asks for, see R. v. Smith (1832), 2 Russell on Crimes, 620. 

(b) R, V. Lince (1873), 12 Cox, 0. C. 451, C. C. R., per Bovill, C.J., at p. 453. 
It is not necessary that all the pretences should be false ; if any one of them is 
false and the mind of the prosecutor is operated upon by it, the offence is com- 
mitted {R. V. Ady (1835), 7 C. & P. 140, per Patteson, J., at p. 141 ; R. v. 
Perrott (1814), 2 M. & S. 379, per Bayley, J., at p. 390; R. v. Hill (1811), 
Russ. & Ry. 190). But in R. v. Wickham (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 34, it was held 
that two pretences were so connected together in the indictment that they could 
not be separated, and as one false pretence was insufficiently alleged, the whole 
indictment was quashed; see also R, v. Ward (1844), 1 Cox, C. C. 101. 

(c) i?. V. LineSf supra; see R, v. H&wgill (1854), iJears. C. C. 315, at p, 322.. 

(d) See R, v. Jeasop (1858), Dears. & B. 442 ; R. v. Woolley (1850), 1 Den. 
559, at p. 664 ; 22. v. Wickham^ suprOj at p. 37 (disapproving of R, v. Jones 
(1704), 2 Ld. Kaym. 1013). “There are indeed cases where the pretence is so 
very foolish that it is difficult to say that an imposition is practised ; but still, 
who is to give the measure ? ” (22. v. Wickham^ supra). 

(e) The allegation of the intent to defraud is essential ; the omission of this 
allegation makes an indictment bad even after verdict, andis not amendable (22. 
V. James (1871), 12 Cox, C. C. 127). ^t is not necessary to allege or to prove an 
intent to defraud any particular person (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), 
8. 88). Proof of the falsity of the pretence and of the defendant’s knowledge that 
it was false is primd facie evidence of an intent to defraud, but is not sufficient 
if the facts show that there was no such intent ; thus in 22. v. Williams (1836), 
7 C. & P. 354, the defendant, by a pretence which he knew to be false, obtained 
certain goods from a person who owed and would not pay money to the defendant’s 
master, and the defendant made the false pretence in order to secure to his 
master the means of enforcing payment of the debt, and Coleridge, J,, 
directed the jury that, if they were satisfied that the defendant did the act 
only to put it in his master’s power to compel the prosecutor to pay a just 
debt, they ought to acquit the defendant, and the defendant was accordingly 
acquitted. See also R. v. Stme (1858), 1 F. & F. 311. Unless the jury are 
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Bbot. 2 , 1384 . The indictment must particularly negative the alleged false 

Obtaining pretence. An indictment is insufficient if it merely alleges that 
Property the defendant falsely pretended that certain facts were true; it must 
by Fra nd. gQ qq allege that the particular statements made were untrue (/). 
Negativing The evidence must show that the alleged false pretences or some 
the false of them were untrue, and that those which were proved to be untrue 
pretence. affected the prosecutor’s mind in parting with his property (5^). 

After negativing the false pretences the indictment usually avers 
that the defendant at the time of making the false pretences knew 
that the pretences were false (/t). It is not clear whether this 
averment is necessary, but it is necessary that the evidence should 
show that the defendant knew that the pretences he made were 
false (i). 


satisfied that there was an intent to defraud on the part of the defendant, the 
charge fails (R. v. Gray (1891), 17 Cox, C. C. 299, C. C. R,)* If» however, 
the jury find that the defendant made a pretence which was false to his know- 
ledge, and that he made it to induce the prosecutor to part with goods, and 
that the prosecutor was induced to part with the goods by the false pretence, 
a finding by the jury that the defendant at the time he made the pretence 
and obtained the goods intended to pay the prosecutor for the price of them, 
when it should be in the defondanrs power, does not negative the intention 
to defraud, and on such a finding the defendant should be convicted {R. v. 
Naylor (1865), 10 Cox, C. C. 149, C. 0. 11.). Obtaining property by false 
pretences may be a crime, although the defendant does not intend ultimately 
to cheat the person from whom the property was obtained {R. v. Hamilton 

H , 1 Cox, C. C. 244, per Pollock, C.13., at p. 247 ; R. v. Naylor^ supra), 
ler to prove an intent to defraud evidence may be given that the defendant, 
either before or after the acts charged against him, obtained or attempted to 
obtain property from the defendant or other persons by means of similar false 
pretences {R, v. Roebuck (1856), Dears. & B. 24 ; R, v. Francis (1874), 43 L. J. 
(M. C.) 97, C. 0. lb, not following R. v. Holt (1860), Bell, C. C. 280 ; ii. v. Cooper 
(1875), 1 Q. B. D. 19, 0. O.K.; R, v. Rhodes, [1899] 1 Q. B. 77, C. C. R. ; R, v. 


is not essential if the false pretences are expressly negatived (R, v. Airey (1801), 
2 East, 30). The usual form for the negativing of the false pretences com- 
mences with the words “ whereas in truth and in fact” and goes on to state 
with particularity that each of the alleged pretences is not true (see Saunders, 
Precedents of Indictments, 3rd ed., 112). As to what is sufficient evidence to 
negative false pretences, see R. v. Baroi8se[\%62), 5 Cox, C. C. 559 ; R. v. Walker 
(1844), 1 Cox, C. G. 99 ; R. v. Wenham (1866), 10 Cox, C. C. 222; R, v. Finch 
(1908), 72 J. P. 102, 0. 0, R. 

[g) See p. 698, ante, 

(/i) See Saunders, Precedents of Indictments, 3rd ed., 110, 112 — 137. The 
usual form of the averment is “as he the said A. B. well knew at the time 


when he did so falsely pretend as aforesaid.” 

fi) In cases under stat. (1757) 30 Geo. 2, 0 . 24, s. 1, it was usual to aver that the 
defendant did “knowingly and designedly” falsely pretend, as those words were 
in the statute; see the forms of indictments, 2 Starkie, Criminal Pleading, 2nd ed., 
496; 3 Chitty, Criminal Law, 1007. Those forms do not contain tne words 
“as he the said A. B. well knew etc.,” for the scienter had been already laid 
by the use of the words “ knowingly and designedly” in the earlier part of 
the indictment. The stat. (1826) 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 29, s. 53, omitted the words 
“ knowingly and designedly ” from the description of the offence. The forms of 
indictment under that statute do not contain the words “ knowingly and 
designedly,” and do not allege that the defendant knew that the pretences were 
false (Matthews, Digest of the Criminal Law, 1833 ed., p. 471). In R, v. Render • 
soft (1841), 2 Mood. C. C. 192, an indictment under the stat. 7 Geo. 4, c. 29, s. 63, 
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was held bad on demurrer, because it omitted to state that the defendant knew 
that the pretences were false ; see also i2. v. Wickham (1839), 8 L. J. (m. 0.) 87, per 
Lord Denman, C. J., at p. 80; Hamilton v. R, (1846), 9 Q. B. 271 , jprr Patteson, J., 
at p. 278. The decision in E. v. Henderson, supra. Was followed in E, v. PhilpotU 
(1843), 1 Car. & Kir 112, but was adversely criticised in R. v. Bowen (1849), 13 
Qt. 13. 790, whore an indictment which contained no express averment of the 
defendant’s knowledge of the falsity of the pretences was held good after verdict 
by virtue of the Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 21 ; in R. v. Qruhy 
(1845), 1 Cox, C. C. 249, it was hold that an indictment without such an averment 
was good, although the objection was taken before verdict. It is submitted 
that a specific allegation of the defendant’s knowledge of the falsity of the pre- 
tences not essential (see R. v. Mackarty (1705), 2 Ld. Eaym. 1179), that such 
knowledge is alleged by implication in the allegation of the intent to defraud. 
It seems clear that, even if the allegation is necessary, the omission of such an 
allegation is cured by verdict {R, v. Bowen, supra). The knowledge of tbe 
defendant that the alleged pretence is false must be established by evidence {R. 
V. Bowen, supra, at p. 795). 

(/<•) R. V. Young (1789), 3 Term Pep. 98. 

(/) R. V. Bassett (1843), 1 Cox, C. C. 51. As to joining a number of counts 
for false pretences in one indictment, see R. v. King, [1897] 1 Q. B. 214, C. C. R., 
per IIawkins, j., at p. 216 ; and as to joining counts for jfalse pretences in the 
counts for conspiracy, see R. v. Stoddard (1909), 25 T. L. R. 612, C. 0. A. 

(m) Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 12 ; R. v. Allington (1893\ 9 
T. L. R. 199, C. C. R. But the offence cannot be tried in a county into 
which the defendant takes the property which he has obtained in another 
county {R. v. Stanbury (1862), Le. & Ca. 128). Before the Criminal Law 
Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), the offence (under the stat. 30 Geo. 2, o. 24, s. 1) 
was only triable in the county where the chattel etc. was obtained {R. 

V. Buttery, cited R. v. Burdett (1820), 4 B. & Aid. 95, at p. 179). 

If money is obtained by false pretences, and is in consequence of the 
defendant’s request put in a letter and posted in the county of A. and 
received by the defendant in the county of B., the defendant may, apart from 
the provisions of the Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 64), s. 12, be tried 
either in the county of A. or in the county of B. {R. v. Jones (1850), 1 Den. 551 ; 
and see R. v. Leech (1856), Dears C. C, 642). In R. v. Cooke (1858), 1 F. & F. 64, 
where the defendant posted a letter containing a false pretence in Northampton 
and then obtained a Treasury minute, in consequence of which he obtained 
payment of money in Westminster, it was held that the defendant might be tried 
in Northamptonskire. The Criminal Law Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 6l), was not 

referred to in that case, but it seems that only by virtue of that Act can the 

decision be suppoHed, unless the fact was, as it may very well have been, that the 
Treasury minute was obtained in Northampton, and therefore the money was 
obtained there, although it was paid in Westminster ; but the case does not 
state where the minute was obtained, and the decision proceeds on the ground 
that the letter containing the false pretence was posted in Northampton. This 
case was referred to by Denman, J., in R. v. (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 23, C. C. R., 
but Lord Coleridge, C. J., there said that, although he did not intend to cast 
any doubt upon R. v. Cooke, his judgment was independent of it. 


1385 . In an indictment for false pretences several separate 
offences may be charged in separate counts (/c). But if the defen- 
dant is embarrassed by the joinder of different counts, the prosecutor 
may be put to his election and compelled to proceed on one count 
alone (1). 

1386 . If the crime of obtaining by false pretences is begun in one 
county and completed in another, e.^, if the false pretence is made 
in one county and the chattel etc. is obtained in another county, 
the offence may be tried in either county (m). 

If the offence is begun in one country and completed in another, 
it seems that the offence of obtaining can be tried in England only, 
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if the properly is obtained in England (n). If the false pretence is 
made in England and the property is obtained in another country 
and no part is obtained here, the offence is apparently not triable in 
England (o). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Eestitution, 

1387. If a person is indicted for obtaining property by false pre- 
tences by or on behalf of the owner of the property or his executor 
or administrator and is convicted of the offence, the court before 
whom such person is tried for the offence may order restitution 
of the property mentioned in the indictment and produced and 
identified in court, or of the proceeds of such property (jt?). 

A person who has obtained the property of another by false 
pretences acquires a voidable title to the property; the original 
owner from whom the property was so obtained on becoming aware 
of the fraud can repudiate the transaction by means of which the 
property was obtained, and if the property or its proceeds are still 
in the possession of the offender or his agent, or are in the hands of 
a donee from the offender, or of a purchaser for value who has notice 
of the fraud, the ownership revests by virtue of such repudiation in 
the original owner. 

Such owner may sue for the recovery of the property or its proceeds, 
or, on the conviction of the offender for obtaining the property by 
false pretences, he may obtain from the court which tries the offence 
a summary order for the restitution of the property or its proceeds (a). 

If before the repudiation the defrauder transfers the property for 
value to an innocent purchaser, such purchaser acquires a good 
title to the property. A subsequent repudiation by the original 


(n) See R, V. Holmes (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 23, 0. 0. B. ; R. v. FAlis, [1899] 1 

Q, B. 230, 1 0. 0. E. ; compare R. v. Peters (1886), 16 Q. B. D. 636, 0. 0. K. ; 

R. V. Stoddart (1909), 25 T. L. R. 612, C. C. A. 

(o) Such a case would be governed by the common law rule as to venue (see 
p. 281, ante; R. v. Buttery, cited R, v. Burdett (1820), 4 B. & Aid. 45, at p. 179; 
compare if. v. Dawson (1888), 16 Cox, 0. C. 556, C. C. R.). The only cases dealing 
with the point {R. v. Holmes, R. v. Ellis, R. v. Peters, supra) are all cases where 
the obtaining was in England. In R. v. Garrett (1853), Dears. 0. 0. 232, a 
false pretence was made in Russia, and money was in consequence obtained in 
Russia, and a worthless security which affected to be payable in England was 
given by the defendant in Ru^ia, and the person who received the security 
presented it in England, where it was dishonoured. It was held (before the 
Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 96)), that the defendant could not be con- 
victed of attempting to obtain money in England. It seems thfl t now, by virtue 
of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 96), s. 89 (see p. 696, ante), it would be 
held that in such a case tnere was an attempt to obtain in England. 

(p) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 96), s. 100 ; see p. 684, ante; R, v. 
Justices of Central Criminal Court (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 314, 0. A. 

(tt) R, V. Geeyrye (1901), 65 J. P. 729; see Re Vautin, Ex parte Saffery (1899), 
2 Q. B. 549 ; and Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 96), a 1 ; R, y. Justices of 
Central Criminal Court, supra. There is a difference between stolen property 
and property obtained by false pretences. Stolen property, if in the hands of 
the thief or his agent, or of a donee from him, or of a purchaser even for value, 
if the sale is not in market overt, and does not come within the Factors Act, 
1889 (62 & 63 Vict. o. 46), s. 9 (see p. 686, anfe), remains the property of the 
owner, and no repudiation or revesting is necessary. Property obtamed by 
fraud passes to the defrauder, who acquires a voidable title to it, and does not 
pass back to the original owner, until it is revested in him by repudiation of the 
transaction by which the property was obtained (see R, ▼. George^ supra). 
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owner will not operate to revest the title in the original owner, Shot. 2. 
even though the defrauder is convicted of obtaining the property by Obtaining 
false pretences, and no order for the restitution of the property can Property 
in such a case be made (b). by Fraud. 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Attempts to obtain by False Pretences, 

1388. An attempt to obtain property by false pretences is a Attempt to 
common law misdemeanour. obtain 

The punishment is a fine or imprisonment without hard labour, ^ 

with or without a fine (c). pretences. 


1389. If a defendant is indicted for obtaining property by false 
pretences and the evidence proves that the defendant made the 
alleged false pretences, that they were false, and that the defendant 
had an intent to defraud, but the evidence fails to prove that the 
defendant obtained the property or that the alleged false pretences 
led to the obtaining, the defendant may be convicted of the mis- 
demeanour of the attempt to obtain by false pretences (d). Or a 
defendant may in the first instance be tried on an indictment which 
charges him with attempting to obtain money etc. by false 
pretences with intent to defraud (e). 

[h) R. V. W^dher (1901), 65 J. P. 729; Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet, 
c. 71), ss, 23, 24 (2). S. 24 (2) of this Act has altered the law laid down in Bentley v. 
Vilmoid (1887), (12 App. Gas. 471, which decided that, when goods had been 
obtained by false pretences, and the property in them passed to an innocent 
purchaser from the defiauder, the title, by virtue of the Larceny Act, 1861 
(24 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 100, revested in the original owner on the conviction of 

the defrauder in tne same way as stolen property to which a title had been 
acquired by a purchaser in market overt or otherwise revested in the original 
owner on the conviction of the thief. The Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 
Viet. c. 71), only applies to personal chattels other than money, and does not 
apply to choses in action, while the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), 
8. lOO, applies not only to money but also to valuable securities. As regards 
money there can be no revesting, if it has passed in currency to a person who 
receives it in good faith and for value, and if money has so passed in currency, 
no order for its restitution can be .made under s. 100 of the Larceny Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. c. 96) (see Moss v. Hancock [1899], 2 Q,. B. Ill); nor can any 
order under that section be made as regards a valuable security which has been 
bond fide paid or discharged by the person or body corporate liable to pay it, or 
which, being a negotiable instrument, has been bond fide taken or received by 
transfer or delivery by some person or body corporate for a just and valuable 
consideration without any notice or reasonable cause to suspect that it had been 
stolen (Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 96) s. 100). Quaere whether, if a 
valuable security which is not a negotiable instrument has been obtained by false 
pretences and has passed to an innocent purchaser for value without notice, and 
nas not been paid or discharged as above, the property in such a security does 
not revest in the original owner on the conviction of tne offender. As the Sale 
of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet o. 71), does not apply to choses in action, it 
might be contended that to such a case Bentley v. Vilmont^ supra^ still applies; 
but see Attei»borough, The Recovery of Stolen Goods etc., 64. 

(c) There is no limit at common law to the term of the imprisonment ; see 
p. 410, ante. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(d) Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 9. See R, ▼. 
Roebuck (1856), Dears. & B. 24 ; R. v. Hensler (1870), 11 Cox, C- C. 570. 

(c) See R, v. Rigby (1858), 7 Cox, 0. 0. 607 ; R. v. Eagleton (1855), Dears, 
C. 0. 615. The indictment should set out the false pretences and negative 
them, and should be in the same form as an indictment for the complete offence, 
except that the allegation of “ did attempt to obtain ** should be substituted for 
“did obtain (R. v. Marsh (1849), 1 Den. 606; and R,y, Wakley (1848), 2 
Cox, 0. 0. 484). See also R, v. Dunleavy (1909), 73 J. P. 56, 0. 0. A. 
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Shot. 2 . The punishment for this offence is the same as for obtaining 
Obtaining money etc. by false pretences (/). 

iV^ud. 1390. Any money-lender, or any manager, agent, or clerk of a 

money-lender, or a director, manager or officer of a corporation 

m^b***" carrying on the business of a money-lender, is guilty of an indict- 
MOTey-iender. able misdemeanour (g), who by any false, misleading or deceptive 
statement, representation, or promise, or by any dishonest conceal- 
ment of material facts, fraudulently induces or attempts to induce 
any person to borrow money or to agree to the terms on which 
money is borrowed or is to be borrowed. 

The punishment is imprisonment with or without hard labour 
for a term not exceeding two years, or a fine not exceeding £500, or 
both (A). 

Sub-Seot. 5. — Fraudulent Conveyances, 


Conveyance 
of land to 
defraud 
creditors. 


1391. Every feoffment, gift, grant, alienation, bargain, and 
conveyance of land, tenements, hereditaments, goods, and chattels, 
or any of them, or of any lease, rent, common or other profit 
or charge out of such lands etc., by writing or otherwise, and 
every bond, suit, judgment, and execution had or made with the 
intent to delay, hinder, or defraud creditors and others of their just 
debts is void as against the persons intended to be delayed, hindered, 
or defrauded (i). 

All the parties to such a fraudulent conveyance etc. who 
wittingly and willingly put in use, avow, maintain, justify, or defend 
the same as true, and had or made bond fide and upon good 




See p. 691, ante, 

(5^) Money-lenders Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 51), s. 4. By money-lender is 
meant a person whose business is that of money-lending, or who advertises or 
announces himself as caiTvin^ on that business ; the Act does not apply to a 
pawnbroker in respect of business carried on by him in accordance with the 
provisions of the Act relating to pawnbrokers, or to a registered friendly society 
within the meaning of the Friendly Societies Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 25), or 
having rules certified under ss. 2 or 4 of that Act, or under the Benefit 
Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), or the Loan Societies Act, 
1810 (3 & 4 Viet, c, 110), or under the Building Societies Act, 1874 to 1894, or 
to any body corporate, incorporated or empowered by a special Act of Parlia- 
ment to lend money in accordance with such special Act, or to any person hand 
fide carrying on the business of banking or insurance, or bond fide carrying on any 
business not having for its primary object the lending of money, or to any 
body corporate for the time being exempted from registration under the 
Money-lenders Act, 1900, by order of the Board of Trade made and published 
pursuant to regulations of the Board of Trade. As to who is a money-lender, 
see Newton v. Fyke (1908), 25 T. L. E. 127. The Act is wider than the Larceny 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 90 (see p. 703, ante), and includes the case of a 
false pretence of a future part or a promise to do something in the future. An 
offence like that in R, v, Gordon (1889), 23 Qt, B. D. 354, C. 0. E., might now be 
prosecuted under the Money-lenaers Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 51). 

(A) Money-lenders Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 51), s. 4. See, generally, title 
Money and Money-lending. 

(i) Stat. (1571) 13 Eliz. c. 5, ss. 1 and 2; Twyne'e Case (1601), 1 Smith, L. C., 
11th ed., 1. For an instance of an indictment under the statute, see E. v. 
Smith (1852V 6 Cox, C. C. 31. It is not necessary to set out in the indictment 
the specific facts constituting the fraud, if the words of the statute are followed 
(R, v. Smith, supra). Communications between a client and a solicitor for the 

S se of committing a fraud under the statute are not privileged from 
sure {R, v. Cox (1884), 15 Cox, C. C. 611, C. 0. R.). 
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consideration, or who alien or assign any such lands etc. conveyed Sbot. 2. 
to them by such fraudulent conveyance etc., are by statute guilty Obtainlnif 
of a misdemeanour {j). Property 

The punishment for this offence is the forfeiture of one year’s Fraud, 
value of the lands conveyed, and the whole value of the goods and 
chattels, and the money to which any such fraudulent bond may 
relate, and imprisonment for half a year(;). 

There are corresponding provisions as to conveyances etc. of To defraud 
lands, tenements, or other hereditaments with intent to defraud and parchasenu 
deceive subsequent purchasers of such lands etc. (k). 

1392. Any seller or mortgagor of land, or of any chattels real or Fraudulent 
personal, or choses in action, conveyed or assigned to a purchaser concealment 
or mortgagee, or the solicitor or agent of any such seller or mort- mortga^r.*^ 
gagee, is by statute guilty of an indictable misdemeanour (/) who, 

with intent to defraud, conceals any settlement, deed, will, or other 
instrument material to the title, or any incumbrance, from the 
purchaser or mortgagee, or falsifies any pedigree upon which the 
title does or may depend, in order to induce such purchaser or 
mortgagee to accept the title offered or produced to him. 

The punishment for this offence is a fine or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for any term not exceeding two years, or both( 7 n). 

1393. Any person concerned as principal or agent in proceedings Fraudulent 
before the registrar or the court under the Land Transfer Act, 1876 (n), su^ression 
is by statute guilty of an indictable misdemeanour (o) who, with 

intent to conceal the title or claim of any person, or to substantiate proceedings 
a false claim, suppresses, attempts to suppress, or is privy to the 
suppression of any document or fact. 

Everyone is by statute guilty of an indictable misdemeanour (p) tfraudulent 
who fraudulently procures, fraudulently attempts to procure, or is entry on 
privy to the fraudulent procurement of any entry on the register n^jfdfr^Land 
under the Land Transfer Act, 1876 (q), or any erasure from or Transfer Act, 
alteration of such register. 1876, 

The punishment for each of the two last-named misdemeanours 
is imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years with or without 
hard labour, or a fine not exceeding £500 (r). 


(i) See note (0, P- 704, ante. 

(k) Stat. (1584) 27 Eliz. o. 4, BS. 1, 2; Twyne's Case (1601), 1 Smith, L. 0,, 
11th ed., 1. See Voluntary Conveyances Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 21). These 
offences are, it seems, triable at quarter sessions. 

(/) Law of Property Amendment Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 35), s. 24 ; Law 
of Property Amendment Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. o. 38), s. 8. 

(m) Law of Property Amendment Act, 1869 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 35), s. 21. No 
prosecution for any offence in this section is to be commenced without the 
sanction of the Attorney- General or of the Solicitor-General, if the office of 
Attorney -General is vacant; such sanction is not to be ^ven without such 
previous notice of the application for leave to prosecute to the person intended 
to be prosecuted as the Attorney- General or Solicitor- General may dii-ect 
{ibid.). The offence is, it seems, triable at quarter sessions. 

(n) 38 & 39 Viet. c. 87. 

(o) Ibid., s. 99. 

lp) Ibid., s. 100. 

l q) 38 & 39 Vici c. 89. 

(r) Ibid., BS. 99, 100. 
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Property 
by Fraud. 

Personfttioii. 


Penonation 
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holders etc. 


Personation 
of stock- 
holder. 


Criminal Law and Procedure. 

Sub-Seot. 6. — Perwynation, 

1394. To personate another with a fraudulent purpose is an 
indictable misdemeanour at common law, if it amounts to a common 
law cheat («). 

Many cases of fraudulent personation are now statutory 
offences (t). 

1396. It is by 8tatute(a) a felony falsely and deceitfully to personate 
any owner of any share or interest of or in any stock, annuity, or 
other public fund transferable at the Bank of England or the Bank 
of Ireland, or any owner of any share or interest of or in the 
capital stock of any body corporate, company, or society established 
by charter or by Act of Parliament, or any owner of any dividend 
or money payable in respect of such share or interest, if the 
ojffender by such personation transfers or endeavours to transfer 
any share or interest belonging to such owner, or by such 
personation receives or endeavours to receive any money due to 
any such owner, as if the offender were the true and lawful owner. 

The punishment is penal servitude for life or for any term not 
not less than three years, or imprisonment for any term not exceeding 
two years with or without hard labour {h), 

1396. It is by statute (c) a felony falsely and deceitfully to personate 
any owner of any share or interest of or in any India stock, or in any 
stock as defined in the National Debt Act, 1870 (d), or any stock 
certificate or coupon issued in pursuance of the India Stock 
Certificate Act, 1863(e), or of Part V. of the National Debt Act, 
1870 (/), and thereby to obtain or endeavour to obtain any such 
stock certificate or coupon, or to receive or endeavour to receive 
any money due to any such owner, as if the offender were the true 
and lawful owner. 

This offence is punishable in the same way as the last-mentioned 
felony {g). 


(«) /.e., if the offence may affect the public interest, as by false personation 
to defeat the administration of justice, or if there is a conspiracy, and see p. 689, 
ante ; 2 East, P. 0. 1010. Many of the cases of personation in the books are 
cases of conspiracy to defraud ; see E, v. Hevey (1782), 2 East, P. C. 1010 ; R. v. 
Rohimm (1746), 1 Leach, 37; R, v. Mackarty (1705), 2 Ld, Raym. 1179; 3 
Ld. Eaym. 325 ; see 2 East, P. 0. 824 ; 2 Burr. 1129. The offence is triable at 
quarter sessions. 

(t) As to personation at elections, see title Elections. 

(a) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 3 ; see Local Loans Act, 1875 

S 8 & 39 Viet. c. 83), s. 32 ; Colonial Stock Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 59), s. 21 ; 

etropolitan Board of Works (Loans) Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 102), s. 19; 
and see Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 40. 

(5) Ibid. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(c) Forgery Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 68), s. 4 ; India Stock Certificate Act, 
1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 73), s. 14. 

(d) 33 & 34 Viet, c. 71 ; see s. 3, and First Schedule. 

U) 26 & 27 Viet. 0. 73. 

(/) 33 & 34 Viet. c. 71. 

(g) Forgery Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vici c. 58), s. 4 ; India Stock Certificate Act, 
1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 73), s. 14 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet, 
e. 69), s. 1. The offence is not triable at quarter sessions 
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1397. It is by statute (h) a felony to personate any owner of any 
share or interest in any company established under the Companies 
(Consolidation) Act, 1908 (i), or of any share, warrant, or coupon 
issued under that Act. 

This offence is punishable in the same way as the last-mentioned 
felony (k). 

1398. It is by statute (1) a felony falsely and deceitfully to per- 
sonate any person, or the heir, executor, or administrator, wife, 
widow, next of kin, or relation of any person, with intent fraudu- 
lently to obtain any land, estate, chattel, money, valuable security, 
or property. 

This offence is punishable in the same way as the last-mentioned 
felony (m). 

1399. It is by statute (n) a felony for anyone wittingly and know- 
ingly to personate or falsely assunie the name or character, or pro- 
cure any other so to personate or falsely assume the name or 
character, of any officer, non-commissioned officer, soldier, or other 
person entitled or supposed to be entitled to any pension, wages, pay, 
grant, or other allowance of money, prize money or relief, due or 
supposed to be due or payable, for or on account of any service done 
or supposed to be done by any such officer, non-commissioned officer, 
soldier, or other person in the King's army or other military service, 
or to personate or falsely assume the name or character of the 
executor or administrator, wife, relation, or creditor of any such 
officer etc., in order fraudulently to receive any such pension etc. 


(h) 8 Edw. 7, c. 69, s. 38 (1) (ii.). 

u) Ibid, 

(k) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 60), s. 38 (ii.); Penal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet, c. 69). s. 1. 

(/) False Personation Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 36), s. 1 ; nothing in tho 
Act is to prevent a person from being proceeded against and pimished under 
any other Act or at common law for an offence punishable as well under the 
Act as under any other Act or at common law. As to an offence under this 
Act in relation to any military pay etc., see Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet, 
c. 58), s. 142 (3). 

(m) False Personation Act, 1874 ^37 & 38 Viet. c. 36), s. 1 ; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. Tne offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(h) Chelsea and Eilmainham Hospitals Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 16), s. 38; 
there are almost identical provisions in the Army Prize Money Act, 1832 
(2 & 3 AVill. 4, c. 53), as to anyone personating etc. any officer etc. entitled etc. 
to any ‘‘prize money, grant, bounty money, share, or other allowance of 
money ’* due etc. for or on account of any service 'performed etc. by any officer 
etc. “who shall have really served or be supposed to have really served ” in 
the King’s army or “ in any other military service,” or as to personating or 
acting, aiding, or assisting in personating etc. “the executor, administrators, 
wife, widow, next of kin, relation or creditor” of any such officer etc., in order 
to receive or enable any other person to receive “ any such prize money etc. ; 
see also Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 58), s. 142 (2), (3). If A. believe B. 
to be 0., ana at B.’s request assumes the char^ter of 0. for the purpose of 
receiving a share of prize money etc., A. commits an offence under the Act 
(R V. Lake (1869), 11 -Cox, C. 0. 333). The offence of personating someone 
lor the purpose oi obtaining payment of a part of a pension is committed even 
although the pension is no longer in existence (R v. Pringle (1849), 9 0. & P. 
408), but there must be a person who was in the service of the King etc, and 
whose name and character were assumed, and see p. 708, poet. 
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This offence is punishable in the same way as the last-mentioned 
felony (o). 

1400. It is an indictable misdemeanour (p) falsely and deceitfully 
to personate any person entitled or supposed to be entitled to 
receive any pay, wages, allotment, prize money, bounty money, 
grant, or other allowance of the same nature, half-pay, pension, or 
allowance from the Compassionate Fund of the navy, payable or 
supposed to be payable by the Admiralty, or any other money so 
payable or supposed to be payable, or any effects or money in charge 
or supposed to be in charge of the Admiralty, in order to receive 
such pay etc. 

The punishment for this offence in the case of conviction on 
indictment is penal servitude for not more than five or for not 
less than three years, or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
two years with or without hard labour (q). 

There are other cases of personation which are punishable only 
on summary conviction (r). 


Sxtb-Sect 7 . — Conspiracy to Defraud, 

Conspiracy. 1401. If two or more persons conspire together to cheat or defraud 
another or others, the confederates commit an indictable common 
law misdemeanour, whether the act which they agree to do is or is 
not of itself criminal. 

The punishment for this offence is fine and imprisonment with 
or without hard labour («). 


(o) Chelsea and Kilmainham Hospitals Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, o. 16), s. 38; 
Penal Servitude Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 3), s. 2; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 65 Viet. 0. 69), s, 1 . The offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(p) Admiralty Powers etc. Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 124), s. 8 ; see Naval 
Pensions Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 44), s. 2. The offence is committed even 
though the person whoso name or character is assumed is dead (/?. v. Martin 
(1817), Buss. & By. 324; R, v. Cramp (1817), Buss. & By. 327). But the 
offence is not committed unless the person whose name or character is assumed 
was or was supposed to be entitled to the pay etc. which it is sought to obtain 
[R. V. Brown, R, v. M'Anndly (1800), 2 East, P. 0. 1009). In R, v. Tannet 
(1818), Buss. & By. 351, a man was indicted for personating one Peter McCann, 
a person entitled to prize money on board of the ship Tr&mmdouB ; a person 
named Peter McCarn was entitled to prize money in respect of services on that 
ship, but there was no person of the name of Peter McCann ; the jury found 
that the prisoner meant to personate l*eter McCam, but the conviction was 
hold by all the judges to bo wrong ; they were of opinion that the “personating” 
must apply to some jierson who had belonged to the ship, and that the indict- 
ment must charge the personating of that person. The principle of the 
decision is still, it seems, applicable, although tne particular defect m the case 
could now be remedied by amending the indictment ; see p. 344, ante, A person 
who aids and abets another in personating someone else is guilty of an offence 
under the statute (JB. v. Potts (1818), Buss. & By. 353). 

(9) Admiralty Powere etc. Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet 0. 124), s. 8 ; Penal Servi- 
tude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. 0. 69), s. 1. The offence is also punishable on 
summary conviction ; see Admiralty Powers etc. Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 124). 
The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(r) The offence is only triable at quarter sessions if the conspiracy is to 
commit a crime triable at quarter sessions (Quarter Sessions Act, 1842 (5 & 6 
Viet c. 38), B. 1). 

(a) See Inland Bevenue Begulation Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet c. 21), •. 12; 
Aimy Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet o. 58), 8. 142. 
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An agreement made with a fraudulent mind to do that which, if 
done, would give to the prosecutor a right of action founded on fraud 
is a criminal conspiracy (O* 

As the essence of the crime of conspiracy to defraud is the agree- 
ment of two or more persons to defraud someone else, it is 
unnecessary in an indictment for such a conspiracy to specify the 
particular means and devices by which the defendants conspired 
to defraud, or any overt act committed in justification of the 
agreement {u). 


(() R. V. Asj5ina//(1876), 2 Q. B. D.48,C.A., j)€rBRETT, J.A.,atp.69; R,y, Hevey 
(1782), 2 East, P. 0. 856; R. v. WarbuHofi (1870), L. E. 1 0. 0. R 274. Agree- 
ments to do the following things are instances of conspiracies to defraud : — To 
raise the price of the public funds on a particular day by false rumours (f?. v. 
De Revenger (1814), 3 M. &S. 67) ; to procure by false stateiueuta a quotation of 
the shares of a company on the official list of the Stock Exchange in order to 
give a fictitious value to such shares (/i. v. (1876), 2 Q. B. D. 48, C. A.) ; to 

induce a false belief among investors that there is a bond fide market for certain 
shares (Scoii v. Brown, Doer McNah&Go., [1892] 2Q. B. 724, C. A.) ; to purchase 
shares in a company in order to induce persons to take shures in a new company 
which was to take over the business of an old company which the conspirators 
knew was hopelessly insolvent [R. v. (18b9), 11 0ox,0. 0. 414); to represent 

a bank and its affairs to be in a sound and prosperous condition when it is really 
insolvent (7^. v. AWat7c(18o8), 1 F. & F. 213); to make and publish a false balance- 
sheet misiopresenting the financial condition of a company {R. v. Burch (1865), 4 
F. F. 407) ; to fabricate false shares in a company m adaition to the numner 
prescribed by the rules and to sell them as good shares [R. v. Mott (1827), 2 
C. & P. 521); to deprive a partner of his interest in some of the partnership 
property b}’ false entries ana false documents (R v. TFar5wr^on (1870), L. E. 1 
U. 0. E. 27 tI) ; to make false representations so as to enforce by means of legal pro- 
cess the payment of sums of money known not to be due (R. v. Taylor (1883), 15 
Cox, 0. 0. 265, 268); to defraud an execution creditor of the fruits of a judg- 
ment by falsely ante-dating a deed relating to the property of the judgment debtor 
{R.y. (1BS4), 14 Q. B. D. 1 53, C. C. R.) ; knowingly to make false representations 

as to the solvency of a purchaser of goods on credit and thus to enable the purchaser 
to get goods on credit when it is known that he does not intend to pay for them 
{R. V. OrTTiaw (1880), 14 Cox, 0. C. 381) ; to cause indigent persons to be reputed and 
believed to be persons of considerable credit for the purpose of defrauding trades- 
men {H, V. Whitehouse (1852), 6 Cox, C. C. 38 ; R. v. Roberts (1808), 1 Camp. 399) ; 
to dispose of goods in contemplation of bankruptcy in order to defraud the creditor 
of the person to whom the goods belong {Ileymann v. li, (1873), L. E. 8 Q. B. 102 ; 
R, V. lIaU[\ 858), 1 F. &. F. 33) ; to cause goods at an auction to be sold at a price far 
belowtheir real value with intentto divide between the conspirators the difference 
between the auction price and the fair price {Levi v. Levi (1833), 6 0. & P. 239) ; 
to hold a sham auction with sham bidders for the purpose of selling goods at 
prices grossly above the real value {R. v. Lewis (1869;, 11 Cox, 0. C. 404, where 
R. V. Levine (1867), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 374, was commented upon and distinguished) ; 
to defraud a railway company by obtaining excursion tickets which were not 
transferable and selling them to other persons to be used by them (7^. v. Absolon 
(1859), 1 F. & F. 498); to make false and fraudulent representations as to the 
Boiinaness of a horse which the owners had agreed to sell anrt so to induce him 
to accept a less price than that at which he had agreed to sell the horse for (R, v, 
Carlisle (1854), Dears. C. 0. 337) ; falsely and fraudulently to represent that a 
horse is the property of a private person and not of a horsedealer and thus to 
induce a person to buy it (72. v. Kenrick (1843), b B. 49; ; to obtain money 
from another person by false pretences with intent to defraud (/?. v. OUl (1818), 

2 B. & Aid. 204). 

(a) 72. V. Kinnersleg (1719), 1 Stra. 193 ; 72. v. OUl (1818), 2 B. & Aid. 204 ; R v. 
Kenrick (1843), 5 a B. 49 ; tiydserff^. R. (1847), 11 4 B. 245, Ex. Ch. An indict- 
ment 18 sufficient which alleges that A. andB. “unlawfully conspired by false 
pretences and subtle means and devices to obtain from C. divers large sums of 
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In conspiracy the unlawful agreement is of itself a suflScient overt 
act (a;). But in a prosecution for conspiracy, unless there is direct 
proof of the unlawful agreement, the evidence must, in order to 
establish the agreement, show an overt act done in pursuance of the 
alleged agreement ; evidence of such an act is always desirable, 
even when it is not necessary. 

An overt act done by one of the conspirators in furtherance of 
the a^eement will be evidence against all, if the agreement is 
established by other evidence (y). 

Sub-Sect. 8 . — Prevention of Corruption Acf, 1908. 

1402. By statute {a) (1) if any agent corruptly accepts or obtains 
or agrees to accept or attempts to obtain from any person for 
himself or for any other person any gift or consideration as an 
inducement or reward for doing or forbearing to do, or for having 
done or forborne to do, any act in relation to his principal’s affairs 
or business, or for showing or forbearing to show favour or dis- 
favour to any person in relation thereto ; or (2) if any person 
corruptly gives, or agrees to give, or offers any gift or consideration 
to any agent as an inducement or reward for doing or forbearing 
to do any such act or for showing or forbearing to show favour or 
disfavour to any person in relation to his principal’s affairs or 
business ; or (3) if any person knowingly gives to any agent, or if 
any agent knowingly uses with intent to deceive his principal, any 
receipt, account, or other document in respect of which the principal 
is interested, and which contains any statement which is false or 
erroneous or defective in any material particular, and which to his 
knowledge is intended to mislead the principal, he commits a 
misdemeanour and is liable to imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for two years or to a fine not exceeding £500, or to both. 

Sect. 3. — Offences against the Bankruptcy Acts, 

1403. A number of offences on the part of a bankrupt, or by a 
person against whom a receiving order has been made, have also 
been created by statute (6). 

money with intent to defraud/’ although if the indictment had been against one 
person it would have been necessary to set out the false pretences {P. 'V.GiUt supra ; 

H. V. Kenrickf supra ; see p. 694, ante. Merely to allege that A. and B. unlawfully 
fraudulently, and deceitfully did conspire, combine, confederate and agree 
together to cheat and defraud 0. of his goods and chattels is sufficient [Sydserff 

I . R.f supra). But see R. v. Richardson (1834), 1 Mood. & R. 402 ; R. v. Fowls 

(1831), 4 0. & P. 592. It is, it seems, necessary to allege an intent to defraud 
someone, but an aUegation of an intent to defraud the public is sufficient {R. v. 
2>« (1814), 3 M. & S. 67; R. v. Oarney (1889), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 414, at 

p. 440 ; but see White v. R, (1876), 13 Oox, 0. C. 318); and 1 Bussell on Crimes, 
6th ed., 619 (n.), 

(®) Mulcahy v. jB. (1868), L. R. 3 H. L. 306. 

R. V. Desmond (1868), 11 Oox, 0. C. 146. 

(а) Prevention of Corruption Act, 1906 (6 Bdw. 7, o. 34). These offences are 
not triable at quarter sessions {ibid.^ s. 2 (5) ). The consent of the Attorney 
or Solicitor (General to the prosecution must be obtained s. 2 (1) ). 

(б) For a full treatment of these offences, see title BA^ncaupror Ain> 
Insolvency, Vol. 11., pp. 345 — 351. As to obtaining credit by fraud, see ibid., 
and R, v. Muirhead (1908), 73 J. P. 31, C. C. A. These offences are triable at 
quarter sessions. 
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Sect. 4. — Forgery, 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — Foryery at Common Law. 

1404. Forgery is the fraudulent making of a written instrument 
which purports to be that which it is not (c). It is indictable as a 
misdemeanour at common law, and the forgery of certain instru- 
ments and certain acts relating to or preparatory to forgery have 
been made statutory offences {d). 

Forgery must be of some document or writing (e). The 


(c) Ex parte Windsor (1865), 10 Cox, C. C. 118, at pp. 123, 124; R. v. Riison 
(1809), L. R 1 0. C. R 200, at pp. 203, 204. For other definitions, see Ji. v. 
Farkes (1796), 2 Leach, 775, at p. 785 ; R. v. Jones (1785), 1 Leach, 366, 367 ; 
R. V. Epps (1864), 4 F. & F. 81, per WliXES, J., at p. 86 ; 2 East, P. 0. 852 ; 
4 Bl. Com. 245; 4 CSom. Dig. tit. Forgery, A, 1 ; 1 Hawk. P. 0., c. 70, s. 2 
(“the notion of forgery doth not so much consist in the counterfeiting of a 
man’s hand and seal . . . but in the endeavouring to give an appearance of 
truth to a mere deceit and falsity, and either to impose that upon tne world as 
the solemn act of another which he is in no way privy to, or at least to make 
a man’s own act appear to have been done at a time when it was not done and 
by force of such a falsity to give it an operation which in truth and justice it 
ought not to have ’’) ; Tomlin, Law Dictionary, tit. Forgeiy. Every fraudulent 
alteration of a true instrument is a forgery of the whole instrument (R, v. 
Teague (1802), 2 East, P. C. 979) ; so the forgery of a signature to a document 
may amount to the forgery of the entire document [R, v. AuUy (1857), Dears. 
& B. 294). As to uttering a forged instrument, see n. 714, post. 

(d) See p. 715, post. These stetutes contain no dennition of forgery ; and in 
them forgery has the same meaning as forgerv at common law (see R. v. Ritson 
(1869), L. R 1 0. C. B. 200, at pp. 204, 205). “ 

(e) It is not forgery fraudulently to insert the signature of a painter in a 
picture, even when the picture is not painted by him (R. v. Class (1868), Dears. 
& B. 460, 466). Such an act is, however, made punishable in certain coses by the 
Fine Art Copyright Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 68), a. 7 (see title CopyEiGUT, 
Vol. VIII., p. 199). If a tradesman or manufacturoi for the purpose of passing 
off his goods as those of another tradesman or manufacturer imitates the printed 
wrappers used by the other tradesman or manufacturer, and sells his goods in 
such wrappers, this is not forgery (i2. v. Smith (1858), Dears. & B. 566). Such 
an offence is, however, punishable under the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (50 
& 51 Viet. c. 28), SB. 2, 6 (see title Trade Marks and Designs). It is forgery 
at common law to make a false certificate of character {R. v. Toshack (1849), 1 
Den. 492; R. v. Sharman (1854), Dears. 0. 0. 285; R. v. Moah (1858), 7 Cox, 
C. C. 603, C. C. E. ; but see R. v. Hodgson (1856), 7 Cox, C. C. 122, C. 0. E.). 
There are also statutory provisions as to the giving or using of false characters ; 
see Servants’ Characters Act, 1792 (32 Geo. 3, c. 56), s. 4 ; Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), s. 104 ; Seamen’s and Soldiers’ False Characters 
Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 6), ss. 1, 2). It is forgory at common law fraudulently to 
dll up a county court summons or to alter a distringas into a summons {a. v. 
Collier (1831), 5 C. & P. 160) : to put a seal to a document which is invalid 
without a seal {R. v. Collins (1844), 1 Cox, C. C. 67) ; to alter the entries made 
by donors on a list of subscriptions (R. v. Ilamilton^ [1^61] 1 K. B. 740, C. C. E.) ; 
to forge a certificate of ordination or an entry in a register of ordinations (R. v. 
Etheridge (1901). 19 Cox, C. C. 676, 678, n. ; and see S/aderw. Smallbrook€(i0M), 

I Lev. 138) ; to forge a mil way pass (R. v. Boult (1848), 2 Car. & I{ir. 604) ; or 
to forge an order from a magistrate to discharge a prisoner (R. v. Harris (1834), 

1 Mc^. C. C. 393 ; eee R.y. Fawedt (1793), 2 East, P. 0. 862) ; a bill of lading 
(R. V. Stocker (1695), 5 Mod. Eep. 137) ; an acquittance (R. v. Ferrers (1666), 1 
SiA 278); a receipt (R. v. Ward (1727), 2 Stra. 747) ; a wairant of attorney 
fFarFs Cau (1663), T. Eaym. 81); a marriage register (Dudly's Case (1658), 2 
feid. 71); a bill of exchange (R. v. Sheldon (1680), cit^ 2 Stm. 748); a pro- 
missory note (R. V. Hales (1728), 17 State Tr. 162) ; letters of credence to collect 
money (Savagds Case (1647), Sty. 12) ; a consent to act as next friend in. a suit 
{R. V* Smythies (1849), 1 Den. 498). It is not forgery to make an entry in a 
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Sect. 4. instruiDent or some part of it must be false in some material 
Forgery, respect { /* ). 

book of accounts containing a false statement {Ex parte Windsor (1865), 10 
Cox, 0. 0. 118, at p. 123; but see Re Arton (No. 2), [1896] 1 Q. B. 509, at p. 
615). But this is a statutory offence in certain oases (see Falsification of 
Accounts Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 24), s. 1 ; Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet. c. 96), 8. 83). It is not forgery to fill in voting papers with the, names and 
marks of voters who are marksmen (B. v. Hartshorn (1853), 6 Cox, 0. C. 395 ; 
but see now Blake v. Allen (1600), Moore (k. b.), 619; «. v. Combes (1605), 
Moore (k. b.), 759 ; B. v. Elsworth (1780V 2 East, P. 0. 986 ; B. v. Kinder 
(1800), 2 East^ P. 0. 855 ; B. v. Atkinson (1837), 7 0. & P. 669 ; B. v. Treble 
(1810), 2 Taunt. 328, Ex. Ch. ; B. v. Post (1806), Russ. & By. 101). 

(/) B. V. Birkett (1813), Russ. & Ry. 251 ; B. v. Griffiths (1858), Dears. & B. 
548 ; B. V. Hart (1837), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 486 ; Flower v. Shaw (1848), 2 Car. & 
Kir. 703. It is forgery to make a deed fraudulently with a false date, when the 
date is material, although the deed is in fact made and executed by and between 
the persons by and between whom it purports to be made and executed (B. v. 
Ritson (1869V L. R. 1 0. 0. R. 200 ; see B. v. Lewis (1754), Post. 116). It is 
forgery to alter the name of a banker at whose bank a note is payable and sub- 
stitute the name of another banker (B. v. Treble (1810), 2 Taunt. 328, Ex. Ch.). 
An instrument is a false instrument if it contains the signature of the defendant 
in his own name, if such signature is intended by the defendant to pass as that 
of another person, whether there be such another person in existence or not ; 
so of an instrument signed by another person with the defendant’s authority in 
such other person’s real name, but with the intent that the signature should 
pass as that of a third person, whether existing or non-existing (B. v. Parkes 
(1796), 2 Leach, 775 ; and see 2 East, P. 0. 957 ; Mead v. Young (1790), 4 Term 
Rep. 28 ; B. v. Lewis (1754), Post. 116 ; B. v. Hadfitld (1803), Evans, Collection of 
Statutes, Vol. VI., 93, Part V., ch. xii., p. 680; B. v. Royers (1838), 8 0. & P. 
629 ; B. V. Mitchell (1844), 1 Don. 282 ; B. v. Blenkinsop (1847), 2 Oar. & Kir. 531 ; 
B. V. Bp2M(1864),4F. &F. 81 ; B. v. ArwbeB(1853),6Cox, 0. (J. 320; B. v. Mahony 
(1854), 6 (jox, 0. C. 487, 0. 0. R. (Ir.) ; but see B. v. Webb (1819), Russ. & Ry. 
405). Thus to write the acceptance of an existing person or persons to a bill of 
exenange without authority or the name of a non-existing person or persons in 
acceptance of a bill is forgery ; if a person writes an acceptance in his own name to 
represent a fictitious person or persons with intent to defraud, he commits forgery 

i B. V. Rogers y supra ; and seeB. v. (1767), 2 East, P. C. 957 ; B. v. Bolland 
1772), 2 East, P. 0. 958; B. v. Lockett (1772), 2 East, P. 0. 940; B. v. Taft 
1777). 2 East, P. 0. 959 ; B. v. Taylor (1779), 2 East, P. C. 960 ; B. v. Wardell 
1862), 3 P. & F. 82). But if a person gives a note or other writton instrument 
as his own, his subscribing it by a fictitious name will not make it a forgery, if 
credit is wholly given to himself, without any regard to the name or any relation 
to a third person (B. v. Martin (1879), 5 Q. B. D. 34, 0. 0. R. ; B. v. Dunn (1765), 
1 Loach, 67 ; and see B. v. BonJtien (1813), Russ. & Ry. 260) ; aliter if the 
fictitious name is assumed for the purpose oi carrying out the particular fraud 
with which the defendant is charged (see B. v. Sheppard (1781j, 1 Leach, 226; 
B. V. Aickles (1787), 2 East, P. 0. 968; B. v. Whiley (1805), Kuss. & Ry. 90; 
B. V. Peacock (1814), Russ. & Ry. 278; B. v. Whyte (1851), 6 Cox 0. Q. 290; 
B. V. Francis (1811), Russ. & Ry. 209; B. v. Bontien (1813), Russ. & Ry. 260). 
If D. represents himself to be E. and signs E.’s name and thereby obtains pay- 
ment of money due to E. from P., who would not have paid the money unless 
he had believed that D. was B., D. is guilty of forgery (B. v. Dunn, supra; and 
see B. V. Parke (1843), 1 Oox, 0. 0. 4). It is not forgery for a pei'son falsely to 
represent himself to be someone else who has actually signed an instrument (B. 
y. Hevey (1782), 2 East, P. 0. 856). It is not forgery to procure a person’s 
signature to a document, the contents of which have been altered without such 
person’s knowledge (B. v. Chadwick (1844), 2 Mood. & R. 545; and see B. v. 
Collins (1843), 2 Mood. & R. 461, at p. 466). But it is forgery to make a false 
copy of a document for the purpose of using it as evidence of the contents of an 
original alleged to be lost {Upfold v. Leit (1801), 6 Esp. 103). If a blank 
cheque is given to a person with a limited authority to complete it and he 
inserts on amount different from that which he has authority to insert, or if he 
completes it when his authority has been determined, he is guilty of forgery 
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Intent 


(li. V. Bateman (184o), 1 Cox, C. C. 186 ; It v. Wilaon (1847), 2 Car. & Kir. 527), 
If a person has a general authority to draw cheques, he cannot be convicted of 
fo^ery in drawing a cheque which he misappropriates {R. v. Richardson (1860), 
2 F. & F. 343). If a person draws a cheque or accepts a bill of exchange or 
signs any otW document in the name of another, it is forgery, unless the 
person drawing or accepting had authority from the other person or bond fide 
believed that he had authority {R. v. Forbes (1835), 7 0. & P. 224 ; R. v. Beard 
(1837), 8 0. & P, 143 ; R. v. Pansh (1837), 8 0. & P. 94 ; R. v. Beardsall (1859), 

1 F. & F. 529; see IL v. Smith (1862), 3 F. & F. 604; R, y. Clifford (1845), 2 
Car. & Kir. 202 ; R. v. Dixon (1833), 2 Lew. 0. C. 178. It is not forgery at 
common law for a person fraudulentty to sign his own name to a bill jw pro- 
curationem (R. V, White (1847), 1 Den. 208), but such an act is now punishable 
as a statutory offence, see pp. 720, 727, poet. 

(y) 2 East, P. C. 948; R, v. Deakina (1674), I Sid. 142; R. v. Crooks (1731), 

2 East, P. C. 921 ; R. v. Qoate (1700), 1 I d. Raym. 737 ; It. v. Murphy (1753), 
19 State Tr. 693 ; R. v. SterUny (1773), 2 East, P. 0. 950; It. v. Cooyan (1787), 

1 Leach, 449 ; li. v. Lyon (1813), Buss. & By. 255 ; R. v. Burke (1822), Bukm. & 
By. 496; R. v. Pike (1838), 2 Mood. C. C. 70; R. v. Taylor (1843), 1 Car. ik. Kir. 
213 ; see R. v. Butteru'ick (1839b 2 Mood. & B. 190; R. v. Cooke (1838), 8 
C. & P. 682; R. V. Wicks (1809), Buss. & By. 149. Forgery can be committed 
of an instrument on unstamped paper or paper insufficiently stamped, although 
payment of such an instrument could not be enforced by action {R. v. llawkes- 
wood (1783), 1 Loach, 257 ; R. v. Lee (1784), 1 Leach, 258, n.(a) ; R, v. Morton 
(1795), 1 Leach, 258, n.(b) ; R. v. Reculist {\ldo), 2 Leach, 703; R. v. Teague 
(1802), 2 East, P. C. 979; R. v. Pike (1838), 2 Mood. C. C. 70, at p. 75). If the 
talse instrument is void on the face oi it, the person who makes it, does not, it 
seems, commit forgery [R. v. Wall (1800), 2 East, P. C. 953 ; R. v. Moffati (1787), 

2 East, 954 ; R. v. Jones (1779), 1 Doug. (K. B.) 300 ; R. v. Reading (1793), 2 Leach, 
590; R. V. Pateman (1821), Russ. & Ry. 455; R. v. Bartlett (1841b 2 Mood. 
& R. 362; R. v. Moffatt (1787), 1 Leach, 431 ; R. v. Donnelly (1836), 1 Mood. 
C. C. 438 ; but see R. v. Reed (1838), 2 Mood. C. C. 62, at p. 66, and compare 
R. V. Harper (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 78, C. 0. R, and R. v. Cartwright (1806), 
Russ, ik By. 106, 107, n (b). It is no answer to a charge of forgery t W the 
false instrument would, it genuine, be invalid by reason of some objection not 
appearing on the face of it (R. v. M'Iniosh (1800), 2 East, P. C. 942 ; R, v, Pilce 
(1838), 2 Mood. C. C. 70). 

\h') 2 East, P. C. 858, 950; R. v. Iloost (1802), 2 East, P. C. 950; R. y. 
Elliot (1777), 1 Loach, 175; R. v. Collic^tt (1812), 2 Leach, J048. 

(i) 2 East, P. C. 853 ; see R. v. Allday (1837), 8 0. & P 136; R. v. Hartshorn 
(1853), 6 Cox, C. C. 395 ; R. v. Pawner (1872), 12 Cox, 0. C. 235. 

[k) R. V. Ward (1727), 2 East, P. C. 861, at p. 862. Quaere whether there must 
be a possibility of some person being injured in consequence of the forgery (see R. 
V. Marcus (1846), 2 Car. & Kir. 356, per Cresswbll, J., at p. 361 ; R. v. Iloatson 
(1847), 2 Car. & Kir. 777; R. v. Ward, supra; 2 Bussell on Crimes, 6th ed., 600, 
n. (1) ; but see R. v. Nash (1852), 2 Den. 493, at p. 499). In R. y. Holden (1809), 
Buss. & By. 154, the prisoner, on the invitation of a person who was acting for 
the purpose of detecting forgeries, sold forged notes as forged and not as genuine 


1405. To constitute the crime of forgery it is not essential that 
the forged instrument should be so made that, if it were in truth 
what it purports to be, it would be valid ; but the false instrument 
must carry on the face of it the semblance of a valid instrument, 
and must not be obviously an illegal document (g). 

It is not necessary that the resemblance to a genuine instrument 
should be exact ; it is sufficient if the false instrument is so like as 
to be calculated to deceive persons who on ordinary observation, 
although pereons having special experience as regards such instru- 
ments, would not be deceived (Ji). 

1406. An intent to defraud is a necessary ingredient of the crime 
of forgery (i). It is not necessary that anyone should be actually 
injured (it). 
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Ceiminal Law and Pboceduee, 


Sbot. A 
Forgery* 

Uttering. 


1407. The offence of forgery is complete, if a false^instrument is 
made with an intent to defraud; it is not necessary that the 
instrument should be uttered or published (i). 

1408. It is a common law offence to utter any forged instrument 
the forgery of which is an offence at common law (m). 

It is immaterial whether the attempt to defraud hj the uttering 
is or is not effectual (n). 

A false document is said to be uttered, when it is parted with 
or tendered or used in some way to get money or credit upon it or 
by means of it (o). 

and yet was found guilty, altkougli owing to circumstances of which the defendant 
was not apprised the prosecutor could not be injured by the defendant’s act. 
If the immediate effect of the forgery is to defraud the prosecutor, that is 
sufficient evidence of an intent to defraud {R. v. Sheppard (1810\ Russ. & Ry. 169). 
If the forgery or uttering of a false document is part of a fraud, it is immateiial 
that, before the false document was given, the prosecutor had already parted with 
the money of which it is alleged that he was defrauded (R, v. Martin (1836), 1 
Mood. C. 0. 483; R, v. Moody (1862), Le. & Ca. 173; see R, v. Boardnian 
(1838), 2 Mood. & R. 147). If a defendant pays in to his bank a forged note, it 
is for the juiT to say whether he had an intent to defraud, even though he has 
given to the bank guarantees for an overdraft exceeding the amount of the note 
(i2. V. James (1836), 7 0. & P. 553). To utter a bill of exchange all the names 
on which are fictitious is an offence, if the person to whom the bill is uttered did 
not know that the names were fictitious, and it is immaterial that the defendant 
intended to provide for the payment of the bill (i?. v. Hill (1838), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 
30). The offence is complete at the time of uttering, and it is immaterial that 
the bill is afterwards paid (i2. v. Oeojch (1840), 9 0. & P. 499, where a defendant 
was convicted although the bill was paid before the institution of the prose- 
cution). If a person utters a forged document knowing that it is forged, and 
moans it to be taken as a genuine document, the inevitable conclusion is that 
he intended to defraud (R. v. Cooke (1838), 8 0. & P. 586 ; R, v. Todd (1844), 1 
Cox, 0. C. 57 ; see J2. v. Crowther (1832), 5 0. & P. 316). If a jwrson has 
reasonable ground for believing that he has authority to accept bills in the 
name of another person, and acting on that impression accepts a bill in that 
person’s name, this is not forgery, but it is forgery if he does so without 
authority, or belief on reasonable ground that he has authority {R. v. Forhes 
(1835), 7 C & P, 224 ; R. v. Parish (1837), 8 0. & P. 94; R. v. Beard (1837), 8 
C. & P. 143; R. V. Beardsall (1859), 1 P. & P. 529 ; and see R, v. Smith (1862), 
3 P. & P. 504). It is not necessary in an indictment for forgery to allege an 
intent to defraud any particular person or on the trial of any such offence to 
prove an intent to defraud any particular person, but it is sufficient to allege 
and to prove that the defendant did the act charged with intent to defraud 
(h^orgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 44, which is a re-enactment of the 
Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100), s. 8). It seems that it is 
not essential to constitute forgery at common law tnat there should be an intent 
to defraud any particular person (see R, v. Nash (1852), 2 Den. 493, per Matjle, 
J., at p. 503 ; Tatlocky, Harris (1789), 3 Term Rep. 174, at pp. 176, 181 ; but see 
R. V. Mazayora (1815), Russ. & Ry. 291, and R. v. Trenfield (1858), 1 F. & P. 
43. The cases of R. v. Tuffs (1848), 1 Den. 319 (decided before the passing of 
the Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 100) ), and R, v. Hodgson 
(1856), Dears. & B. 3, cannot now oe regarded as authorities to the contrary 
effect (see Greaves, Criminal Law Consolidation Acts, 2nd ed., 303). 

{1) R, V. Elliot (1777), 1 Leach, 175 ; K v. Crocker (1805), Russ. & Ry. 97, at 
p. 98. 

(m) R, V. Sharman (1851), Dears. C, C. 285. 

(n) P. V. Sharman^ supra (disapproving on this point of jK. v. Rouli (1848), 2 
Car. & Kir. 604). It is usual in indictments for forgery to add a count for 
uttering to the count for forging, but the practice formerly was to indict for 
fomery a person who uttered (see 2 East, P. 0. 973 ; iJ. T. Boult (1848), 2 Oar. 
& Kir. 604, 606, n.). 

(o) R, V. Ion (1852), 21 L. J. (m, 0.) 166, 0. 0. E., per Lord Oampbisll, O.J., at 
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A person who delivers a forged document to an accomplice in 
order that the accomplice may utter it does not himself thereby 
utter such document (p). If a person delivers a forged document 
to an innocent agent in order that the agent may utter it, the 
person who delivers it is guilty of uttering (g). A conditional 
uttering of a forged instrument is equally an offence with any 
other kind of uttering (r). 

The punishment for a common law forgery is fine or imprisonment 
without hard labour, or both fine and imprisonment («). 

Sub-Seot. 2 . — Forgery by Statute. 

1409. The Forgery Act, 1861 (t), and other statutes (a) have made 
various acts of forgery felonious and punishable with penal servi- 
tude, and have made other acta connected with or preliminary to 
forgery statutory offences. 


(i.) Bank Notea etc* 

1410. A person is by statute guilty of felony who with intent to 
defraud (1) forges or alters any note or bill of exchange of the Bank of 
England or of the Bank of Ireland, or of any otlier body corporate, 
company, or persons carrying on the business of bankers, commonly 
called a bank note or a bank bill of exchange or a bank post bill (fc) ; 
(2) forges or alters any indorsement on or assignment of such bank 
note etc. ; (3) offers, utters, disposes of, or puts off any forged or 
altered bank note etc. with knowledge that it is forged or altered, 
or any forged indorsement on or assignment of any such bank note 
etc. (c). 


p. 168. A person who produces for inspection a forged receipt, but refuses to 
part with it, utters a forgery, and it is immaterial that the forged receipt is 
exhibited not directly to gain credit upon it for the payment for which it purports 
to vouch, but to induce the belief that the person who exhibits it is a man of 
substance, and so to induce the person inspecting the receipt to lend money to a 
third person (72. v. Radford (1844), 1 Den. 59 ; li. v. /on, supra; compare 72. v. 
Welch (1851), 2 Den. 78). But the mere showing of an instrument the uttering 
of which would be criminal, or the act of handing such instrument to any person 
to be taken care of, though done to induce the belief that the owner is a man of 
substance, is not uttering, unless there is clear evidence of intent to get money 
or credit by means of the instrument (/2. v. /on, eupra ; see /2. v. Shukard (1811), 
Russ. & Ry. 200). 

{p) R. V. //cytoood (1847), 2 Oar. & Kir. 352 ; R. v. Palmer (1801), 1 Bos. & P. 
(n. k.) 96. Such an act would now be in some oases a statutory offence as a 
** disposing” or “ putting away ” ; see note (c), infra. 

(q) R. V. Palmer ^ supra; and see R. v. CollicoU (1812), Buss. & Ry. 212. 

(r) R. V. CW^«(1838), 8 C. & P. 582. 

(«) If the forgery is successful and someone is defrauded, the offender might 
be indicted for a common law cheat, and might then be sentenced to imprison- 
ment with hard labour (/2. v. Hamilton^ [1901] 1 K. B 740, C. 0. R. ; Onminal 
Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet, c, 100), s. 29). But a person cannot be 
indicted for a common law cheat in respect of a forgery, unless it is success- 
ful (R. V. Ward (1727), 2 Stra. 747). Forgery is not triable at quarter 
sessions. 

(2) 24 & 25 Viet. c. 98. 

(a) See pp. 731 et seq., post, 

(5) See as to bank post bills and bank biUs of exchange, R, y. Birkett (1813), 
Russ. & Ry. 251. 

(c) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 98), s. 12. To discharge one indorsement 

H.L.— IX. 2 D 
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The punishment for the offence is penal servitude for life or for 
any period not lees than three years, or imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding two years with or without hard labour (d). 

1411. A person is by statute (e) guilty of felony who without lawful 
authority or excuse purchases or receives from any other person or 
has in his custody or possession any forged bank note, bank bill of 
exchange, or a bank post bill or blank bank note, blank bank bill of 
exchange or blank bank post bill, with knowledge that it is forged. 
The onus of proving lawful authority and excuse is on the accused (/). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for any term 
not exceeding fourteen years and not less than three years, or 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for a term not exceed- 
ing two years («). 

1412. A person is by statute (g) guilty of felony : — 

(1) Who without lawful authority or excuse makes, uses, or 
knowingly has in his custody or possession any frame, mould, 
or instrument for the making of paper with the words ‘‘ Bank of 
England” or *‘Bank of Ireland” or any part of such word or 
words intended to resemble and pass for them, or for the making 
of paper with curved or waving bar lines, or with the laying 
wire lines thereof in a waving or curving shape, or with any 
number, sum, or amount expressed in a word or words in Roman 
letters visible in the substance of the paper, or with any device or 
distinction peculiar to and appearing in the substance of the paper 
used by these banks for any notes, bills of exchange, or bank post 
bills of such banks. 


and insert another, or to make an indorsement general instead of special, is to alter 
an indorsement (i?. v, Birkett (1813), Buss. & By. 251). It is immaterial, if the 
alteration is such as to make the note as altered ungrammatical — e.g.y to alter 
one pound to ten pounds (/?. v. Post (1806), Buss. & By. 101). It is not necessary 
to constitute a forged note that the resemblance to a true note should be exact 
(see p. 713, ante), A person who uses an accomplice to get rid of forged notes is 
guilty of disposing and putting away” the note, but not of uttering (B. v. 
Palmer (1804), Buss. & By. 72). As to intent to defraud, see p. 713, ante. 

(d) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viot. c. 98), s. 12 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 (K 55 Vict. c. 69), s. 1. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(e) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98), s. 13 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Vict. c. 69), s. 1. The offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(/) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98), s. 13. As to the meaning o 
** lawful authority or excuse,” see R. v. Harvey (1871), L. B. 1 0. C. B. 284 
Dickina v. Oillf [1896] 2 Q. B. 310. Where the having any matter in the custody 
or possession of any person is in the Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98) 
expressed to be an offence, if any person has such matter in his persona 
custody or possession, or knowingly and wilfully has it in *the actual custody o 
possession of any other person, or in any dwelling-house or other building 
lodging, apartment, field, or other place, open or inclosed, whether belqnginj 
to or occupied by himself or not, and whether he has such matter for his owj 
use or for the use or benefit of another, every such person is to be deemed t 
have such matter in his custody or possession within the meaning of the Ac 
forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98), s. 45) ; see R. v. Rowley (1806 
Buss. & By. 110. If the original possession is innocent, as when a foi^^ not 
is given to a person in the course of his business, and he afterwards finds ou 
that it is forged, he does not commit any offence by retaining possession of th 
note [Brooks v. Warwick (1818), 2 Stark. 389). 

[g) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98), s. 14. The onus of proving lawfi 
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(2) Who make6» uses, sells, exposes to sale, utters, or disposes of, sbot. a 
or knowingly has in his custody or possession, any paper with Forgery, 
such words or parts of such words as before mentioned visible in — 
the substance of the paper, or any paper with the before-mentioned 
lines or numbers or device or distinction (A). 

(8) Who by any art or contrivance causes such words or parts of 
such words or such device or distinction to appear visible in the 
substance of any paper, or causes the numerical sum or amount of 
any bank note or bank bill of exchange or bank post bill or blank 
bank note, or blank bank bill of exchange, or blank post bill in 
a word or words in Roman letters to appear visible in the 
substance of the paper whereon the same are written or printed (i), 

(4) Who engraves or makes upon any plate or upon any wood, Forgery of 
stone, or other material, any promissory note, bill of exchange, or 

bank post bill, or part of such note or bill purporting to be a bank 
note or bank bill of exchange, or bank post bill or part of such note, 
or to be a blank bank note, blank promissory note, blank bank bill 
of exchange, or blank bank post bill of the governor and company of 
the Bank of England or of Ireland or of any other body corporate, 
company or person carrying on the business of bankers (k). 

(5) Who engraves or makes as aforesaid any name, word or 
character resembling or apparently intended to resemble any sub- 
scription to any bill of exchange or promissory note issued by any 
of the before-mentioned banks (J). 

(6) Who uses, or knowingly has in his custody or possession any 
such plate, wood, stone, or other material, or any such instrument 
or device for the making or printing of any such bank note or bill 
part thereof (w). 

authority is on the defendant {ihid,)\ nothing in this section is to prevent 
any person issuing any bill of exchange or promissory note having the amount 
expressed in guineas or in numerical figures denoting the amount in pounds 
sterling appearing visible in the substance of the paper, or from making, using, 
or selling any paper having waving or curved lines or any other devices in the 
nature of wateimarks visible in the substance of the paper, not being bar lines 
or laying wire lines, provided they are not so contrived as to form the ground- 
work or texture of the paper, or to resemble the waving or curved laying wire 
lines or bar lines or the watermark of the paper used by the Banks of England 
and Ireland (Forgery Act, 1801 (24 & 25 Viet c. 98), s. 15). 

(h) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 98), s. 14. 

U) Ibid. 

(k) 1 bi(Ly 8, 1 6. Every part of what usually circulates as a note, the omamontal 
border as well as the obligatory words^ is part of the note (E. v. Keith (1856), 

Dears. 0. C. 486). Whether the engraving “purports ” to be a bank note etc. is a 
question of fact to be ascertained by companeon with a genuine note, extrinsic 
evidence being admissible {E. v. Keith, supra). A document which does not 
purport on the face thereof to be a bank note cannot be made so to purport by 
reason of any statement made by the party disposing of it {R. v. Jones (1779), 

1 Doug. (K. B.) 300 ; see also E. v. Oibbs (1800), 1 East, 173, at p. 180, n. The 
section applies to the notes of any bankers, wherever they ca^ on business 
{R. v.Bra^nridye {\%^%)j L. R. 1 0.0. R. 133. Banks carrying on business 
in Scotland are included in spite of s. 55, which provides that ‘‘ nothing in this 
Act contained shall extend to Scotland.” As to banks carrying on business 
in foreign countries, see R. v. Auffret (1898), 62 J. P. 521) ; R. y. Ifanmon (1839), 

9 0. &P. 11. 

(f) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 16. 

(m) Ibid. 
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The punishment for the offence is penal servitude for life or for 
any period not less than three years, or imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding two years with or without hard labour (d). 

14U. A person is by statute (e) guilty of felony who without lawful 
authority or excuse purchases or receives from any other person or 
has in his custody or possession any forged bank note, bank bill of 
exchange, or a bank post bill or blank bank note, blank bank bill of 
exchange or blank bank post bill, with knowledge that it is forged. 
The onus of proving lawful authority and excuse is on the accused (/). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for any term 
not exceeding fourteen years and not less than three years, or 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for a term not exceed- 
ing two years (e). 

1412. A person is by statute (^) guilty of felony : — 

(1) Who without lawful authority or excuse makes, uses, or 
knowingly has in his custody or possession any frame, mould, 
or instrument for the making of paper with the words Bank of 
England ” or Bank of Ireland ” or any part of such word or 
words intended to resemble and pass for them, or for the making 
of paper with curved or waving bar lines, or with the laying 
wire lines thereof in a waving or curving shape, or with any 
number, sum, or amount expressed in a word or words in Roman 
letters visible in the substance of the paper, or with any device or 
distinction peculiar to and appearing in the substance of the paper 
used by these banks for any notes, bills of exchange, or bank post 
bills of such banks. 


and insert another, or to make an indorsement general instead of special, is to alter 
an indorsement (^. t. Birkett (1813), Russ. & Ry. 251). It is immaterial, if the 
alteration is such as to make the note as altered un^ammatical — e.g.y to alter 
one pound to ten pounds (i2. v. Post (1806), Russ. &Ry. 101). It is not necessary 
to constitute a forged note that the resemblance to a true note should be exact 
(see p. 713, ante). A person who uses an accomplice to get rid of forged notes is 
guilty of ** disposing and putting away” the note, but not of uttering (R. v. 
Palmer (1804), Russ. & Ry. 72). As to intent to defraud, see p. 713, ar^te. 

{(i) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 12 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 <K 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This ofPence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(e) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 13 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(/) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 13. As to the meaning of 
‘^lawful authority or excuse,” see R. v. Harvey (1871), L. R. 1 C. 0. R. 284; 
Dickins v. Oilly [1896] 2 Q. B. 310. WherQ the having any matter in the custody 
or possession of any person is in the Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), 
expressed to be an offence, if any person nas such matter in his personal 
custody or possession, or knowingly and wilfully has it in -the actual custody or 
possession of any other person, or in any dwmling-house or other building, 
lodging, apartment, field, or other place, open or inclosed, whether belonging 
to or occupied by himself or not, and whether he has such matter for his own 
use or for the use or benefit of another, every such person is to be deemed to 
have such matter in his custody or possession within the meaning of the Act 
l^orgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 45) ; see R. v. Rowley (1806), 
Russ. & Ry. 110. If the original possession is innocent, as when a forged note 
is given to a person in the course of his business, and he afterwards mids out 
that it is forged, he does not commit any offence oy retaining possession of the 
note {Brooks v. Warwick (1818), 2 Stark. 389). 

{g) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c, 98), s. 14. The onus of proving lawful 
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(2) Who makes, uses, sells, exposes to sale, utters, or disposes of, sxor. 4 . 
or knowingly has in his custody or possession, any paper with Forgeiy. 
such words or parts of such words as before mentioned visible in — 
the substance of the paper, or any paper with the before-mentioned 
lines or numbers or device or distinction (h). 

(8) Who by any art or contrivance causes such words or parts of 
such words or such device or distinction to appear visible in the 
substance of any paper, or causes the numerical sum or amount of 
any bank note or bank bill of exchange or bank post bill or blank 
bank note, or blank bank bill of exchemge, or blank post bill in 
a word or words in Roman letters to appear visible in the 
substance of the paper whereon the same are written or printed (i). 

(4) Who engraves or makes upon any plate or upon any wood. Forgery of 
stone, or other material, any promissory note, bill of exchange, or bank notes, 
bank post bill, or part of such note or bill purporting to be a bank 

note or bank bill of exchange, or bank post bill or part of such note, 
or to be a blank bank note, blank promissory note, blank bank bill 
of exchange, or blank bank post bill of the governor and company of 
the Bank of England or of Ireland or of any other body corporate, 
company or person carrying on the business of bankers (k). 

(5) Who engraves or makes as aforesaid any name, word or 
character resembling or apparently intended to resemble any sub- 
scription to any bill of exchange or promissory note issued by any 
of the before-mentioned banks (/), 

(6) Who uses, or knowingly has in his custody or possession any 
such plate, wood, stone, or other material, or any such instrument 
or device for the making or printing of any such bank note or bill 
part thereof (m). 

authority is on the defendant {iUd,)\ nothing in this section is to prevent 
any peison issuing any bill of exchange or promissory note having the amount 
expressed in guineas or in numerical figures denoting the amount in pounds 
sterling appearing visible in the substance of the paper, or from making, using, 
or selling any paper having waving or curved lines or any other devices in the 
nature of wateimarks visible in the substance of the paper, not being bar lines 
or laying wire lines, provided they are not so contrived as to form the jg^round- 
work or texture of the paper, or to resemble the waving or curved laying wire 
lines or bar lines or the watermark of the paper used by the Banks of England 
and Ireland (Forgery Act, I8G1 (24 & 25 Viet c. 98), s. 15). 

(A) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 98), s. 14. 

i) Ibid. 

\k) Ihi<L, B. 1 6. Every part of what usually eireulatos as a note, the ornamental 
border as well as the obligatory words^ is part of the note (R v. Keith (1855), 

Dears. C. C. 486). Whether the engraving “purports to be a bank note etc. is a 
question of fact to be ascertained by companson with a genuine note, extrinsic 
evidence being admissible (if. v. Keiths supra), A document which does not 
purport on the face thereof to be a bank note cannot be made so to purport by 
reason of any statement made by the party disposing of it [R v. Jones (1779), 

1 Doug. ( k . b .) 300 ; see also B, v. OMs (1800), 1 East, 173, at p. 180, n. The 
section applies to the notes of any bankers, wherever they ca^ on business 
(R, v.Bra^e 7 iridye{lS 6 S)^ L. E. 1 C. C. R. 133. Banks carrying on b^iness 
in Scotland are included in spite of s. 55, which provides that “ nothing in this 
Act contained shall extend to Scotland,^' As to banks carrying on business 
in foreign countries, see R, y. Auffrei (1898), 62 J, P. 521) ; R. v. llanmon (1839), 

9 C. & P. 11. 

(f) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 98), s. 16. 

(m) lUd. 



718 


Crihinal Law and Peocedde®. 


SKIT. 4. 

Forgeiy. 
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(7) Who knowingly offers, utters, disposes of, or puts off, or has 
in his custody or possession, any paper on which is made or printed 
any blank bank note etc. of the Bank of England etc., or part of 
such bank note etc. or any name, word, or character resembling or 
apparently intended to resemble any such subscription to any such 
note etc. (n). 

(8) Who engraves or makes upon any plate &c. any word, 
number, figure, device, character or ornament, the impression 
of which resembles or is apparently intended to resemble any part 
of a bank note etc. of the Bank of England etc. or any other 
body corporate, company, or person carrying on the business of 
bankers (o). 

(9) Who uses, or knowingly has in his custody or possession any 
such plate, wood, stone, or other material, or any other instrument 
or device for impressing or making upon any paper or other 
material any word, number, figure, character, or ornament re- 
sembling or apparently intended to resemble any part of a bank note 
or bill of the Bank of England or Ireland or any other bank(p). 

(10) Who knowingly offers, utters etc. or has in his custody or 
possession any paper or other material bearing an impression of 
such matter as aforesaid (g). 

(11) Who makes, uses, or knowingly has in his custody or posses- 
sion any frame, mould, or instrument for making paper with the 
name of any firm of bankers other than the Banks of England and 
Ireland appearing visible in the substance of the paper (?•). 

(12) Who makes, uses, sells, exposes to sale, utters, or disposes 
of, or knowingly has in his custody or possession any paper with 
any such name appearing in the substance of the paper (s). 

(18) Who by any art or contrivance causes any such name to 
appear visible in the substance of the paper upon which the same 
shall be written or printed (<). 

(14) Who engraves or makes upon any wood, stone, or other 
material in any language, whether intended to be under seal or not, 
the whole or part of any bill of exchange, promissory note, under- 
taking, or order for payment of money purporting to be the bill, 
note, undertaking, or order or part thereof, of any foreign prince or 
state, or any minister or officer in the service of any such foreign 
prince etc., or of any body corporate or body of the like nature 
constituted or recognised by any foreign prince etc., or of any person 
or company of persons resident outside the King’s dominions (a). 


fn) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 98), s. 16. 

(o) Ibuf., 8. 17. A prisoner may be indicted under this section for having 

f dates etc. for forging the note of a bank established in a foreign country 
R V. Auffret (189^, 62 J. P. 521); as to a bank carrying on the business 
of bankers, but incorporated for a totally different purpose, see i?. v. Catapodi 
(1804), Russ. & By, 65 ; as to custody or possession, see p. 716, antt* 
ip) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 17. 

Iq) Ihid, 

(r; Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 18 
(s) Ibid, 

(0 Ihid. 

(a) Ibid.y 8 . 19. Formerly, where the forged bill was in a foreign language, 
it was necessary that the indictment should contain an English translation {R 
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(16) Who uses or knowingly has in his custody or possession any 
plate etc. on which the whole or part of such foreign bill, note, 
undertaking, or order is engraved or made (6). 

(16) Who knowingly utters or has custody or possession of any 
paper on which is made or printed any part of such foreign bill, 
note, undertaking, or order (c). 

The punishment for any such offence is penal servitude for 
fourteen years, or for any term not less than three years, or 
imprisonment not exceeding two years with or without hard 
labour (d). 

(ii.) Orderi for Payment of Money etc, 

1413. Everyone is by statute {e) guilty of felony who, with intent 
to defraud, forges, or alters, or utters, disposes of, or puts off with 
knowledge that it is forged or altered — (1) any undertaking, warrant, 
order, authority or request, for the payment of money (/), or for the 
delivery or transfer of any goods iff) or chattels, or of any note, bill, 
or other security for the payment of money, or for procuring or 
giving credit, or any indorsement on or assignment of any such 
undertaking, warrant, order, authority, or request; or (2) any 
accountable receipt, acquittance, or receipt for money or for goods, or 
for any note, bill, or other security for the payment of money, or any 
indorsement on or assignment of any such accountable receipt. 

The punishment for such offence is penal servitude for life, or for 
any period not less than three years, or imprisonment for any term 
not exceeding two years with or without hard labour (h), 

1414. Everyone is by statute (i) guilty of felony who without lawful 
authority or excuse, and with intent to defraud, draws, makes, signs, 
accepts, or indorses any bill of exchange or promissory note, under- 
taking, warrant, order, authority, or request for the payment of 


V. OvldsUin (1822), Buss. & By. 473 ; and see R. v. Harris (1836), 7 0. & P. 429) ; 
but now it is not necjessary to sot out the forged instrument (Forgery Act, 1861 
(24 & 26 Viet. c. 98), s. 48). A photographic impression on glass is within the 
section (/?. v. Rinaldi (1863), 9 L. T. 395, C. 0. B.). Where prisoners are charged 
jointly with this offence it is not necessary in order to convict them that all 
should have been present when the order to engrave was given ; all must have 
jointly employed the engraver, but it is sufficient if one first instructed the 
others and oy his authority they employed the engraver. See R. v. Muzeau 
(1840), 9 C. & P. 676. 

(1) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet c. 98), s. 19; and see s. 43. 

(c) Ihid.f 8. 19. 

^ Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), ss. 14, 16, 17, 18, 19; Penal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. These offences are not triable at 
quarter sessions. 

fc) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 23. 

If) The order or undei^king may l>e conditional, and therefore not within 
the definition of a negotiable instrument {R. v. Anderson (1843), 2 Mood. & Pw 
469, see p. 721, post ; R, v. Joyce (1865), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 100). 

{g) Even the smallest quantity, the maxim De minimis non curat lex having 
DO appheation ; so that an order to taste wine comes within the statute (B. v. 
Illidge (1849), 2 Car. & Kir. 871). 

(A) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 23 ; Penal Servitude Act, 
1891 (54 & 55 Viet, a 69), s, 1. These offences are not triable at quarter 
eessions. 

(i) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict c. 98), 8 . 21. 
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money or for the delivery or transfer of goods or chattels, or of any 
bill, note, or other security for money, by procuration or otherwise, 
for, in the name or on the account of, any other person, or who offers, 
utters, disposes of or puts off any such bill, note, undertaking, 
warrant, order, or request so drawn, made, signed, accepted or 
indorsed by procuration or otherwise, without lawful authority 
or excuse, with knowledge that it was so drawn etc. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment not 
exceeding two years with or without hard labour (/c). 

1415. An undertaking for the payment of money includes a 
conditional undertaking (1). The undertaking need not be for pay- 
ment by the person who purports to give it ; it may be a guarantee 
or undertaking that a third person shall pay on a contingency (m). 
It must, however, be an undertaking which, if genuine, would be 
binding in law (n). 

1416. A warrant for the payment of money includes any instru- 
ment for payment under which, if genuine, the payer may recover 
the amount against the party signing it (o). The state of the 
account between the parties and the question whether the party 
signing it has at the time funds in the hands of the party to whom 
it is addressed are immaterial (p). 


(k) For^ry Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 24 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Vict. c. 69), 8. 1. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(/) R, V. Reed (1838), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 62; R. v. Anderson (1843), 2 Mood & R. 
469 (e,g.t a promise to pay a specified sum, or such other smaller sum as A. B. 
may incur by reason of a suretyship). 

(m) R. v. Stone (1846), 2 Oar. & Kir. 364. See R, v. Joyce (1865), 10 Cox, 

C, 0. 100. 

(n) That is, binding in law at the date of the forgery, though not necessarily 
BO at the date of the Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98). Thus where a 
guarantee was not binding at the date of the Forgery Act, 1830 (1 1 Geo. 4 
& 1 Will. 4, c. 66), but was subsequently made binding by the Mercantile 
Law Amendment Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Vict. c. 97), s. 3, the forgery of such 
a guarantee became punishable on the passing of the later Act (22. v. Coelho 
(1861), 9 Cox, 0. C. 8). 

(o) 22. V. Vivfan (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 719; 22. v. Ferguson (1845), 1 Cox, C. 0. 
241 ; 22. V. Pilling (1858), 1 F. F. 324, and see 22. v. Dawson (1851), 2 Den. 
0. C. 75. As to instruments which would be of no force, even if genuine, but 
upon which money is in fact paid, see 22. v. Rouse (1849), 4 Cox, C. 0. 7, and 
p. 721,jr>os2. 

( p) R, V. Fman, supra. It is not necessary that the name of a party who is 
in account with another should be forged ; it is suflBcieut if the name of that 
party^s agent or of a person saying in effect that he has that party’s authority 
to require payment be forged (ibid,), 

A document in the following form ** to A. B. & Co. Pay to my order 
two months after date, to 0. D. the sum of 802. and deduct the same out 
of my account,** being unsigned, but indorsed, and having the word 
accept^ and the name of the acceptor written across the face, constitutes a 
warrant, because, if genuine, it would be a warrant from the acceptor to A. B. 
& Co. to pay the money (22. v. Smith (1845), 1 Oar. & Kir. 700). So a document 
in the following form was held to be a warrant: — “Mr. L. London. Bought of 

D. . , . two bushels of apples 95. Novemb^ 9. Sir, — I Jiope you will excuse me 
sending for such a trifle, but . . . I am obliged to hunt after every shilling. D.*’ 
(J2. V. Dawson 0851), 2 Den. 75 ; see also 22. v. Harris (1842), 1 Car. & Kir. 179). 
An ordinary cneque or biU of exchange is a warrant (p. 723, post), and 
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A warrant need not be addressed to any partioidar person ( 3 ), and Bkjt. 4. 
may be conditional (r), but a mere request to pay is not a warrant (<). FoigaiF. 

A warrant or order for the payment of money must purport to be 
made by some person who might command the payment of the 
money and to be made upon a person who is bound to obey the 
command (t). 

A document in the form of a certificate or receipt may be shown Anthony 
by parol evidence to be treated in the course of a particular business wqnert- 
as a warrant (a). 

An indictment lies for forging a mere authority or request for 
the payment of money ( 6 ). 

1417. If an instrument, had it been genuine, would have been Fomry of 
effectual in the ordinary course of business between the parties as 
an order, no defect being patent on the face of it, such instrument >^“***“ 
may be the subject-matter of a forgery, although the instrument 
itself, if genuine, would have been void in law for want of compliance 
with some statutory direction governing the particular form of 
order (c), 

warrant includes a forged cheque drawn on a bank where the supposed drawer 
has a deposit account on which he is not entitled to draw cheques (p. 723, post ; 

R. V. Williams (184()), 2 Car. & Kir. 51), but such cheque is not an ** order," 

A post office money order is an order for the payment of money within the 
section (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c, 48), s. 59; see 7?. v. Oilchrist (1841), 

2 Mood. 0. 0. 233). 

(q) R, V. Rogers (1839), 9 0. & P. 41, 

(r) R. V. Atiderson (1843), 2 Mood. & R 469, 

(«) R, V. Thorn (1841), Car. & M. 206. 

it) R. V. Clinch (1791), 2 East, P. C. 938. 

(a) R. V. Kay (1870), 1 1 Cox, 0. 0. 529, 0. C. B. A certiBcate may be shown by 
certificate of character, although its production may entitle a ^rson to the 
evidence to be treated as a warrant {R, v. Rogers (1839), 9 0. & jP. 41); but a 
payment of money, is neither an unaertaking nor a warrant nor an order for 
the payment of money {R. v. Mdchell (1860), 2 F. & F. 44). 

(b) See Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 23. As to a pawnbrokers 
ticKet, see R. v. Morrison (1859), 8 Cox, 0. 0. 194, C. 0. B. 

(c) R. V. Mackintosh (1800), 2 Leach, 883, where the order was an order by 
a seaman, which, if genuine, would have been void for want of attestation 
under stat. 32 Oeo. 3, c. 34, s. 2 ; and see R. v. Richards (1811), Buss. & By. 193. 

See, too, R. v. Jones (1764), 1 Leach, 53, where to an indictment for forging an 
order for the redelivery of plate sent to Goldsmiths’ Hall to be marked in the 
form “please to deliver my work to the bearer” it was held to be no defence 
that the order was irregular, because by the rule of the plate office the several 
species of work with the weight of the silver ought to have been mentioned in 
the order; R. v. Pike (1838), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 70, where to an indictment for 
forging one of the signatures to an order of a board of guardians of a poor law 
union it was held that it was no defence to show that the person who 
signed the order as presiding chairman was not in fact chairman on the day 
when he signed; R, v. M' Connell (1844h I Car. & Kir. 371, where the forged 
“ pass ” of a dischar^^ prisoner whereby he was made tc appear entitled to 
certain payments under stat. 5 Geo. 4, c. 85, was held to be a forged warrant 
and order for the payment of money, although the forged pass was not in 
statute^ form or properly sealed; see, however, R. v. Donnelly (1835), 1 
Mood. 0. C. 438, where a similar document was held not to be a warrant or 
order, but in that case the document was ungrammatical and at variance with 
the form given in the Act, and therefore defective on the face of it ; see also 
B. V. Moffait (1787), 1 Leach, 431, where the defect of form was patent on the face 
of the instrument ; R. v. Vanderstein (1865), 10 Cox, C. 0. 177, 0. 0. B. fir.), where 
it was held that a forged post office order was an order for payment of money, 
though signed in an irregular manner, and though no letter of advice was ever 
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An instrument which after making or alteration still remains 
incomplete (d) and has no resemblance to a genuine instrument 
cannot be an order. 

An ineffectual addition to a document which already constitutes 
a complete order is not forgery, but where the document is so far 
incomplete that a signature is required as a condition of payment, 
as in the case where dividend warrants of a railway company 
require the shareholders’ indorsement before the money can be paid, 
the false making of such signature is forgery of a warrant or order 
for payment of money (e). 

1418 . It is not necessary that the party to whom an order to pay 
is directed should be bound to pay at once, or, it appears (/), uncon- 
ditionally. Thus, a post-dated cheque constitutes an order (51), as 
also does an order for payment on a certain date contingent upon 
a certain event (h). 


Bent ; li, v. Rouse (1849), 4 Cox, 0. C. 1, where it was held that an indictment 
for forging a certificate piu^iorting to relate to the death of the member of 
a lodge which had been dissolved could not be sustained, as at the time of 
the forgery there was no such lodge in existence, p is immaterial, however, 
whether the name forged be that of an actually existing or fictitious person 
(U. V. Lockett (1772), 1 Leach, 94; R, v. Vanderstein^ (1865), 10 Cox, C. 0. 177, 
C. C. E. (Ir.). 

{d) E.g,, where an order is not under seal as required by a statute, and is 
addressed to the wrong person and is otherwise irregular {R, v. Rushworth 

K , Kuss. & Ey. 317); quare whether such a document would not now 
‘‘authority” or “request” within the meaning of s. 24 of the Forgery 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 96). i?. v. Rmhworthy aupra^ was decided under 

stat. 7 Geo. 2, c. 22, which did not contain those words. R, v. Lee (1848), 3 
Cox, C. C. 80, where by the rules of a society all oheoues upon the bankers 
of the society were required to be signed by four memoers and countersigned 
by the clerk, and the signatures of the four members were forged, and the 
signature of the clerk was afterwards obtained, it was held that although the 
instrument was not complete until the signature of the clerk had been obtained, 
yet as the clerk’s signature was subsequently obtained, an indictment for 
forging a warrant for the payment of money was sustainable ; if a signature 
is forged to an incomplete document which if complete would be an order for 
the payment of money, and the document is afterwards completed, then the 
document becomes an order, and the offence of forgery is complete. 

(e) R. V. Auteg (1857), 7 Cox, C. C. 329, C. C. E. This case was decided before 
the Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 23, which for the first time made 
the forgery of an indorsement a substantive offence. In such a case as R, v. 
Autei/f supra, a person might now be indicted either for forging a warrant 
for the payment of money or for forging the indorsement on such a warrant. 
(/) See, however, R, v. I/owte (1869), 11 Cox, 320. 

(g) R, V. Taylor (1843), 1 Car. & Kir. 213. 

(A) R , V. Lonsdale (1847), 2 Cox, 0. 0. 222. It is not necessary to aver in the 
indictment the performance of the condition (ibid,). An oriler to pay A. B. or 
order a sum as advance money on an intended voyage, with a marginal note 
“on receiving the cheque I agree to sail in the ship Mary Ann, and to be 
on board within sixteen nours from the date of this cheque,’^ has been held to 
be an order for payment of money (ft. v. Bamfield (1834), 1 Mood. C. 0. 416 ; 
eee also ft. v. Anderson (1843), 2 Mooa. & E, 469) ; but a seaman’s advance note 
containing a promise to pay ten days after the sailing of a ship a sum of money 
to any person advancing the same to A. B. “ provid^ the said A. B. shall sail 
in the said ship ” was hold not te be a promissory note or order for the payment 
of money, because it was conditional (ft. r. Howie (1869), 11 Cox, 320). In the 
case it was held, it seems, that the document was not a promissory note ; 
quoere whefKer, if the indictment had been for forging an order for the payment 
of money, it would have been good ; see R, v. Lensdede, supra^ 
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1419. An ordinary bill of exchange (t) or cheque (fc), constitutes 
both a warrant and an order, a warrant authorising the banker to 
pay, and an order upon him to do so (/), aud a cheque is none the 
less an order by reason that the banker has no assets in his hands 
of the party who appears to have signed it(»i). A person, however, 
who has a deposit account on which he is not entitled to draw 
cheques cannot draw a cheque which constitutes an order, and even 
though such cheque be honoured, it is not an “ order,” though it is 
still a “ warrant,” and may be so described (n). 

1420. An order for the delivery of goods or money must, in order 
to come within the statute, purport to be the order of the owner, 
or of some person who claims an interest in or a disposing power 
over such goods or money, so that the person to whom it is addressed 
is bound to obey it (o). It is not the less an order by reason that 
the person to whom it is addressed has no authority to obey it, 
until some form has been complied with (p). 

1421. It is not necessary that the order should be addressed to 
anyone, if the evidence shows for whom it is intended (q). There 
must, however, in the case of an order for payment of money, be a 
payee, so that an instrument payable to blank or order is not an 
order for the payment of money (r). 

1422. In order to ascertain the nature of a given instrument both 


(i) R, V. /SAep/ierc? (1781), 2 East, P. 0. 944 ; R, v. Willovghly (1783), 2 East, 
P. C. 944 ; see R. v. liavenscrojt (1809), Russ. & Ry. 161. 

(^) R, V. Crowlher (1832), 5 C. & P. 31G. 

(^) R. V. Orowiher, supra, per Bosanquet, J., at p. 317. It may therefore be 
described as a warrant and order for the payment of money. 

(m) R. V. Lockett (1772), 1 Leach, 94 ; R. v. Abrahams (1774), 2 East, P. 0. 
941 ; R, y. Crowther (1832), 5 0. & P. 316; R. v. Denny (1845), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 
178 \ R. V, Carter (1845), 1 Den. 65, per Parke, B., atp. 67 ,* R» V. Dawson 
2 Den. 75, per Cresswell, J., atp. 77. 

fn) R, V. Williams (1846), 2 Car. & Kir. 51. 

(o) MitchelVs {Mary) Case (1754), Fost. 119, where the prosecution failed, 
because the alleged order was in substance a request. That case, which was 
decided under stat. (1734) 7 Geo. 2, o. 22, has been frequently cited and followed. 
R, V. Ellor (1784), 1 Leach, 323, and R» v. Clinch (1791), 1 Loach, 540, 544, decided 
under the same statute, are to the same effect. But the wording of the Forgery 
Act of 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 23, is different, and provides for the forgery 
of a mere request for the payment of money or the delivery of goods ; see 
Greaves, Criminal Law Consolidation Acts, 2nd ed., 285 ; see R. v. Newton (1838), 
2 Mood. C. C. 59, under the Forgeiy Act, 1830 (11 Goo. 4 & 1 Will. 4, c. 66), 
which provided for forgery of a request for the delivery of goods or for the 
delivery of a security for the payment of money. 

(p) /f. V. Dlidge (1849), 2 Car. & Kir. 871. 

{q) R. V. Oilchrist Car. & M. 221 ; R. v. Sndling (1853), 6 Cox, 0. C. 

230. The authorities to tne contrary effect (^. v. Clinch (1791), 1 Leach, 540 ; 
K. V. Deuny (1845), 1 Cox, C. C. 178; R, v. Ravenscro/t (1809), Russ. & Ry, 
161) must DO deemed to be overruled or inapplicable. In this resp^t there is 
no distinction between an order and a request, evidence being admissible in both 
cases to show to whom the instrument is addressed (i?. v. Snelling, supra, per 
Williams, J., at p. 235 ; R, v. Cullen (1831), 1 Mood, C. C. 300 ; U* v. Carney 
(1832), 1 Mood. C. 0. 351 ; R. v. Pulbrook (1839), 9 C. & P. 37. 

(r) R. V. Richards (1811), Russ. & Ry. 193. 
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the form and substance must be regarded («). Words which are 
ambiguous in themselves and are not shown to be used in a 
special sense will not be held to constitute an order, request, or 
warrant (0; but evidence is admissible to show that an instrument, 
though in the form of a request, is treated in the ordinary 
course of business as an order (a), or, though in the form of a 
certificate (b) or receipt (c), is treated as a warrant, authority or 
request (d). To constitute a “request** for delivery of goods or 
money it is not necessary that the person whose writing is forged 
should have any authority over or interest in the goods or money 
sought to be obtained (e). 

As in the case of an order, it is not necessary that such request 
should be addressed to the person whom the indictment alleges 
that it was intended to defraud (/), or even that it should be 
addressed to any person whatever (^f). 

1423. A security for payment of money must be one which, if 
genuine, would be binding at law. A person who, in considera- 
tion of a creditor forbearing to sue, gives an I.O.U. signed by 
himself, and also forges the name of another person thereto, is 
guilty of forging a security (h). 


(«) The difference between an order and a recj^uest is that a request purports to 
be made without authority to command, an order with authority {R, v. Snelling 
(1853), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 230, 0. C. R., per Jervis, O.J., at p. 233). See also 
R, V. Thom (1841), 2 Mood. C. C. 210; R, v, Dawson (1851), 2 Den, 75. As to 
the indorsement of a letter of credit, see R. v. Wilton (1858), 1 P. & F. 391 ; 
as to an instrument in the form of a bill of exchange, but without an acceptance, 
see R, V. Curry (1841), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 218. In R. v. Egan (1843), 1 Cox, C. 0. 
29, it was held that a document in the following words, “ I hereby authorise 
my servant man A. B. to procure a watch of you was not an order or 
request ; but such a document would be an “ authority,” which word was 
probably inserted to meet that case in the Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), 
0. 23. 

(f) Such words as “per bearer,” followed by a description of goods and a 
signature {R. v. Cullen (1831), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 300), or “ W. Trim, 2«. ” {R. v. 
Ellis (1850), 4 Cox, 0. 0. 258) do not amount to an order or request for the 
delivery of ^ods. But see R. v. Pulbrook (1839), 9 0. & P. 37. 

(a) Kg,, foreign letters requesting a correspondent of the writer in England 
to advance money (R, v. Raake (1838), 2 MooA C. C. 66) ; a document in these 
words, “Mr. J. Please to pay A. B. the sum of £13, by order of 0. D. 

. . . your obliged 0. D.” (/c. v. Garter (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 741); see R, 
V. Denny (1845), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 178, and R, v. Turherville (1849), 4 Cox, C. C. 
13; R. V. Snelling (1853), 6 Cox, C. 0. 230, C. C. R., per Jervis, C.J., at 
p. 233. 

ih) R, V. Rogers (1839), 9 C. & P. 41. 

(c) R. V. Kay (1870), 11 Cox, C. 0. 629, 0. 0. R., where it was proved that by 
the custom of a building society such instruments were so treatea. 

(d) R, V. Walters (1842), Car. & M. 588 ; see R, v. Hunter (1794), 2 Leach, 
624 ; B, V. Rouse (1849), 4 Cox, C. C. 7 ; R, v. Turherville (1849), 4 Cox, C. C. 
13 ; V. Snelling (1855), 6 Cox, 0. C. 230, and cases there cited; but see 
R, V. Ellis (1860), 4 Cox, C. 0. 258. 

(e) R, V. Thomas (1837), 2 Mood. 0. C. 16; R, v. Jam« (1838), 8 0, & P. 292 ; 
ana see R, v. Evans (1833), 5 C. & P. 553. 

(/) R. V. Carter (1834), 7 C. & P. 134. 

{g) R, V. Carney (1832), 1 Mood. 0. C. 361 ; R, v. Cullen (1831), 1 Mood. C. C. 
800 ; R, V. Pulbrook (1839), 9 0. & P. 37. 

(A) R, V. Chambers (1871), 12 Cox, C. C. 109, 0. 0. E. 
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1424. A receipt or acquittance is to be distinguished from an saor.i. 
authority to pay (t). A mere recital or memorandum of a payment Tmtns, 
not purporting to be signed or acknowledged by the pretended 
pay^ is not a receipt, though properly stamped and uttered as a 
receipt (k). But if an instrument purporting to be an agreement 
contains a recital of indebtedness followed by a release upon the 
payment of certain money and the words “ the receipt of which 
money is hereby acknowledged," these words constitute a receipt (Z). 

It is not necessary that the words “receipt" or “received” 
should appear at all. An instrument which represents that a person 
has received goods for which he holds himself accountable to 
another is an accountable receipt, although the word “ received ” 
does not appear on it (wi). 

An instrument, the possession of which entitles a person to 
receive a delivery note, which delivery note enables him in the 
course of a business to obtain possession of the goods described 

(t) R. V. Parker (1847), 2 Cox, 0. C. 274 ; also reported as R, v. Cooper (1847) 

2 Car. & Kir. 686, where the treasurer of a county in paying the expenses of a 
prosecution was accustomed to pay the whole amount to the attorney for the 
prosecution, but before making payment he required the signature of every 
person named in the order for payment to be written on the back of the order, 
and it was held that such signature was not a receipt, but only an authority 
from the person signing to the treasurer to pay the person producing the order. 

This case is now provided for by the addition of the word “ authority ** to the 
Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet, c. 98), s. 23 ; stat. 7 Geo. 4 & 1 Will. 4, o. 66, 

B. 10, under which It, v. Parker ^ supra, was decided, did not have the word 
** authority.” See R. v. Rice 0834), 6 0. & P. 634, where a receipt signed by the 
captain of a detachment, on tne authority of which money was received from an 
army agent, was hold to be a receipt, although it was proved that such receipts 
were frequently cashed by tradesmen who afterwards received the money from 
the army agents; and see R. v. Hope (1834), I Mood. 0. 0. 414, where it was 
held that a paymaster’s receipt for soldiers’ subsistence money which was 
cashed and ultimately paid to bearer by the agent of the regiment was properly 
described as a receipt, and not an order for payment of money. 

(/<•) R, V. Harcey (1812), Russ. & Ry. 227. A signature is not necessary, 
however, to complete the forgery of a receipt {R, v. Inder (1848), 2 Car. & Kir. 

636). A scrip certificate of a railway company, although it referred to the Pay- 
ment of a sum of money by the holder and acknowledged the right oi tne 
holder to interest and to a share in the company, was held not to be a receipt or 
acquittance or an undertaking for the payment of money {R. v. West (1847), 1 
Den. 268; Clark y. New6am{\Ml\ 1 Exch. 131), 

(/) R. V. Hill (1847), 2 Cox, C. C. 216; see R. v. Vaughan (1838), 8 0. & P. 

276. 

(m) R, V. Pries (1853), 6 Cox, C. C. 165, whore the document read, “ By order 
of A. B. we have this day transferred into the name of C. D. 759 quarters 
wheat ex E. F. Entered by A. B. and now lying at our granaries 0. H.” A 
pawnbroker’s ticket is an accountable receipt for goods (H. v. Fitchie (1857), 7 
Cox, C. 0. 257, 0. C. R., per Crompton, J., at p. 200). A turnpike ticket is a 
receipt for money [R. v. Fitch (1862), 9 Cox, C. C. 160, C. C. E.). An ordinary 
railway ticket is not an acquittance or receipt for money {R, v. Gooden (1871), 

1 1 Cox, 0. C. 672). A document called a “ clearance,” certifying that a member 
of a friendly society has paid all dues and demands, is not an acquittance or 
receipt {R. v. French (1870), 11 Cox, C. C. 472, C. C. E.). If a person writes 
under a tradesman’s bill the word “ paid ” and the name of the tradesman, this 
purports to be a receipt for money {R. v. Houseman (1837), 8 0. & P. 180). See 
R V. Martin (1836), 7 0. & P. 549, overruling R, v. Thompson (1801), 2 lioa^, 

910). As to proving that a document which does not purport to be a receipt 
is a receipt, see R» v. Hunter (1794), 2 Leach, 624 , R, v» Rogers (1839), 9 C. ds P. 

14 . 
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Bsot. 4« therein, is a receipt (n). An entry in a banker’s pass-book is an 
Forgery, accountable receipt for the payment of money (o). 

— The receipt need not be for money which the person defrauded 
held in his individual right ; it may be for money which he held 
in right of others (p). 

It is not necessary that the forgery should be in the body of 
the receipt (g). The document must, however, be complete ; and 
therefore a ‘‘scrip receipt” not filled up with the name of the 
subscriber is not a receipt (r). 

Forgery may be committed in respect of a copy of a receipt if 
the party making the false copy relies upon it as evidence upon 
the supposed loss of the original (s). 

Where part payment has been received by an agent for his 
principal and duly accounted for, and after the termination of the 
agency, the former agent collects the balance of the debt under 
false pretences and alters the receipt previously given, such 
alteration of a “spent” receipt is not forgery of a receipt(t). 


(n) E, V. Meiyh (1857), 7 Cox, 0. C. 401. 

(o) B, V. Harrison (1777), 1 Leach, 180; and see R, v. Smith (1862\ 9 Cox, 
0. C. 162, C. C. R., where a prisoner, who was both treasurer and member of an 
unenrolled friendly society, made fictitious entries in a book purporting to be 
a bank pass-book (such entries purporting to vouch that he had paid certain 
moneys into the bank, and that the bank had acknowledged the receipt of 
them, whereas the entries were false and fraudulent), and it was held that the 
prisoner, altliough a member of the society and interested in the moneys, might 
be convicted of forgery of a receipt; and see R. v. AtJcinson (1841), 2 Mood. 
C. C. 215, where bankers being accustomed to give receipts on deposit of 
money in the following form: “Received of A. B. £85 to his credit. This 
receipt not transferable,” and on the return of the receipt with A. B.’s si^a- 
ture to repay the money with interest, it was held that forgery of A. B.’s 
signature constituted forgery of an “ acquittance ” for £85 and interest. 

(p) E.g.y on behalf of a charitable institution {E. v. Jones (1785), 1 Leach, 366). 

Iq) Thus where the body of an accountable receipt acknowledged four pounds,* 

and the prisoner altered the figure 4 in the corner of the receipt to 40, and in 
passing the instrument stated that the woi*d four in the body had been written 
by mistake, it was held that the prisoner had committed forgery (R, v. Johnston 
(1851), 5 Cox, C, 0. 133, 0. C. It. (Ir,)). 

(r) R, V. Lyon (1793), 2 Leach, 597. Such a case is to be distinguished from 
an entry in a banker’s pass-book, where the entry purports to be in a book 
containing receipts from customers, and therefore shows that the money was 
received from the person to whom the book belonged. 

(«) Upfold V. Lett (1803), 6 Esp. 101. 

(<; R, V. Sargent (1865), 10 Cox, 0. 0. 161. The offence here committed is 
that of obtaining money by false pretences. It is not forgery of a receipt for a 
person to sign a receipt in his own name for someone else, e.g.^ “ Received for 
R, Aichman, G. Arscott” (R. v. Arscott (1834), 6 C. & P. 408), and such receipt 
is apparently not within s. 24 of the Eorgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98). 
If words are added which do not alter the original character of the receipt, this 
of itself does not amount to forgery of a receipt (E. v. Milton (1866), 10 Cox, 
0. 0. 364). In a case where a station-master, whose duty it was to pay B. both 
for collection and delivery of parcels, set down items of collection and delivery 
in parallel columns, but paid for ooReotion only, and obtained a receipt at the 
bottom of the collection column, imder which he secretly put a stamp and 
wrote across it the amount appearing due on both columns, it was found by 
the jipy that the document to which tbis addition was made bore a different 
meaning afterwards from that whioh it bore before, and it was held that the 
prisoner was rightly convicted of forging a receipt (R. v. Griffiths (1858), 7 
Oox. 0. C. 501,0, O.R,). 
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(Ei.) BUl$ of Exchange etc. 

1425. Everyone is guilty of felony who, with intent to defraud (a), 

(1) forges or alters any bill of exchange (b) or any acceptance, 
indorsement, or assignment thereof, or any promissory note (c) or 
indorsement or assignment thereof, or knowingly offers, utters 
etc. any such bill etc. with knowledge that it is forged (d ) ; 

(2) obliterates, adds to, or alters the crossing on any cheque or draft 
on a banker (e ) ; (3) offers, utters etc. (/) any such cheque or 
draft with any such obliteration, addition or alteration of words 
with knowledge that such obliteration etc. has been made (g). 

The punishment for such offence is penal servitude for life, or 
for any period not less than three years, or imprisonment for not 
more than two years, with or without hard labour (A). 

1426. Everyone is by statute guilty of felony who without lawful 
authority or excuse (i) and with intent to defraud draws, makes, 
signs, accepts, or indorses any bill of exchange or promissory note 
by procuration or otherwise on behalf of any other person, or offers, 
utters, disposes of or puts off any such bill or note, so drawn etc. 
with knowledge that it was so drawn etc. 

The punishment for such offence is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment not 
exceeding two years, with or without hard labour (A;), 

1427. The expression ** a bill of exchange includes a cheque (f). 
A document which by reason of the transposition of words departs 


(a) As to intent to defraud, see R. v. Wthon (1847), 2 Oar. & Kir. 527 ; 
Flower v. Shaw (1848), 2 Car. & Kir. 703; R, v. Boiiiien (1813), Buss, & By, 
260, and p. 713, ante. 

(h) R, V. Birhett (1813), Buss. & By. 251 ; R. v. Ghieholrn (1815), Buss. & By. 
297. The words *‘any bill of exchange’’ have been held to cover foreign at 
well as inland bills [R. v. Roberts (1857), 7 Oox, 0. C. 422, 0. 0. B. (Ir.) ). 

(c) A conditional agreement to pay is not a promissory note (Bills of 
Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, c, 61), s. 83 (1)). See R, v. Howie (18(^9)^ 11 
Cox, 0. 0. 320 ; os to an instrument alleged to be a promissory note, but really 
a nullity, see R. Burke (1822), Buss. & By. 496. 

(d) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c, 98), s. 22. As to definition of bill of 
exchange and promissory note, see Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, 
c. 61), ss. 3 (1), 83 (1), and title Bills of Excuanoe, Vol. IL, p. 462. 

(c) The tenn cheque or draft on a banker ” includes any coupon bearing across 
its face an addition in written, printed, or stamped letters of the name of any 
banker, or of the words “ and company” in full or abbreviated between two 
transverse lines (The Local Loans Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 83), s. 32), and on 
any document issued by a cusbmer of any banker intended to enable any 
person or body corporate to obtain payment from such banker of the sum 
mentioned in such document (Bevenue Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 55), 
8. 17). 

(/) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c, 98), a 25. 

(g) Ibid. 

{h) Ibid. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), a 1. The offence 
is not triable at quaiter sessions. 

(i) This section does not, like many others, provide that the proof of lawful 
authority or excuse shall lie on the party accused. 

{k) Fo^ry Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98), s. 24 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 a 55 Vict. c. 69), s. 1. The offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

2 Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict, o. 61), s. 73, where a cheque 
fined as a bill of exchange drawn on a banker, payable on demand. 
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from the ordinary form of a cheque may still be a cheque for the 
forgery of which an indictment will lie (m). Forgery may be 
committed in respect of a post-dated cheque (n). 

1428. The alteration of a bill of exchange from a lower to a higher 
sum constitutes forgery as well as altering ; therefore a prisoner 
who has committed such offence maybe convicted without any specific 
charge of altering in the indictment (o). Alteration of the date of 
payment, or even the slightest insertion, alteration, or erasure in 
any material part of a true instrument so as to give it a new 
operation constitutes forgery (p). 

It is not necessary that the bill or note as altered should be 
grammatical (q) or negotiable (r), or that the signature should be 
a fac simile of that of the person whose signature it purports to 
be («). 

There can be no forging or uttering of a bill of exchange or note, 
if it is incomplete as forged (t). 


(m) The test appears to be whether the drawer would be obliged to pay, if 
the bank refused. Thus “pay Mr. C. seventeen or bearer pounds, eleven 
shillings,” dated, signed and addressed as a cheque, was held to constitute a 
cheque capable of being the subject of forgery (2?. v. Boreham (1847), 2 Cox, 
0. 0. 189). 

(n) See Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 61), s. 13 (2). In B, v. 
Taylor {1 1 Car. & Kir, 213, which was the case of a post-dated cheque, 
the indictment was for forgery of an order for the payment of money. An 
indictment for the forgery of a cheque would in such a case now, it seems, be 
good. As to forgery ol an unnecessary indorsement for the sake of obtaining 
credit and getting a cheque cashed, see R, v. Wardell (1862), 3 F. & F. 82. 

(o) R. V. Teague (1802), Buss. & !l^. 33. 

(p) R, V. Atkinson 7 C. & 669, per Park, J., at p. 671 ; R. v. Treble 

(1810), 2 Taunt, 328, Ex. Oh. (alteration of place of payment) ; and BoeDesltrowy. 
M^eatherley (^1834), 6 0. & P. 758 (insertion of place of payment). But where a 
customer oi a bank on receiving back a paid cheque altered the handwriting 
and returned it, declaring it to nave been a forgery, not for the purpose of 
giving a new operation to the cheque, but in order to support a false charge of 
forgery, and in order to obtain money by a false pretence, it was held that such 
alteration was not forge^ [Brittain v. Bank of London (1863), 3 F. & F. 465). 
Such an act would be indictable as an attempt to obtain money by false 
pretences ; see p. 692, ante. 

(q) R. V. Rost (1806), Buss. & By. 101 (a banker’s one pound note changed to 
ten pound, pound being left in the singular). 

(r) R. V. Box (1815), Buss. & Bv. 300 ; R, v. JVinterbottom (1844), 2 Car. &Kir. 
37 (a bill payable to tne order of four persons indorsed with the forged signature 
of one of them). 

(s) R. v. ilfaAo??y (1854), 6 Cox, 0. C. 487, C. C. B. (Ir.) (whore a prisoner induced 
his wife, whose maiden name was Ann Watters, to sign two notes A. Watters, 
and handed them to the prosecutor as being the notes of his mother-in-law 
Catherine Watters, it was held that the variation of signature, not being 
sufficient to put a party on inquiry, did not prevent the prisoner from being 
guilty of forging and uttering) ; see also R. v. Parke (1843), 1 Cox, 0, 0. 4, 
and compare R. v. Fitzgerald (1741), 1 Leach, 20 (a conviction for forging a 
will of Peter Perry under the name of John Perry). 

(t) E.g.f if there is no signature to a promissory note (R. v. Pateman (1821), 
Buss. & By. 455, or no drawer’s name to a bill of exchange (R. v. Harper (1881), 
7 Q. B. D. 78, C. 0. B.) ; R. v. Butterwick (1839), 2 Mood. & jEl. 196 ; /?. v. Mopaey 
(1868), 11 Cox, 143) ; see Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 61), s. 3, 
or no pay^’s names (jB. v. i2on(ia«(1811), Buss. & By. 195 ; R. v. Richards (1811), 
Buss. & By. 193). It seems that one who writes anoUier person’s name across 
a blank stamp cannot be convicted of forgery, though the stamped document be 



Part XIIL— Offences against Property. 


729 


1429. To sign a bill or indorseinent in an aesumed name with 
intent to defraud is forgery, and it is immaterial that the bill would 
have been equally taken if the person charged had indorsed his 
own name (a). 

Where a person has assumed a false name for the purpose of com- 
mitting a fraud by drawing, accepting, or indorsing bills in that 
name, and subsequently signs bills in that name, he commits 
forgery, and the onus is upon him of proving that he assumed the 
false name on other occasions and for other purposes (t). But if a 
person has assumed the name for other fraudulent purposes and 
signs the assumed name to a false instrument, he is not guilty of 
forgery, unless when he assumed the fictitious name he contem- 
plated the making of the false instrument (c). 

An acceptance, drawing, or indorsement written or procured to be 
written in the name of a fictitious or non-existing person is a 
forgery (d), and as in the case of an assumed name it is immaterial 


afterwards filled up by a confederate (E. v. Cooks (1838) 8 0. & P. 682). But if 
the person who forges the name, utters the instrument after it has been filled up, 
he could be convicted of the offence of uttering (ibid.). So if a cheque which 
requires the signature of more than one person is altered, while it only has the 
signature of one, the person who made the alteration cannot be convicted of 
forging the cheque {R. v. Turpin (1849) 2 Car. & Kir. 820). There cannot be a 
conviction for forgery of a bill, if on the face of it is void (It v. Moffatt 
81787), 1 Leach, 431) ; but there may be a conviction for forgery, if the bill is 
void for reasons not aj)pearing on the face of it (R* v. Mackintosh (1800), 2 Leach, 
(83). A person who forges a document in the form of a bill of ex(5hange, but 
requiring the drawee to pay to his own order, accepted by the drawee and 
ndorsed by the drawer, cannot be convicted of forging a bill of exchange (R. v. 
Bartlett (1841), 2 Mood. & B. 362). See now Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 
46 Yict. c. 61, 8. 5), and Fielder v. Marshall (1861), 9 0. B. (N. s.) 606 ; Teto v. 
Reynolds (1854), 9 Exch. 410 ; Edis v. Bury(\H2l), 6B.& 0. 433. As to forgery 
of a document in the form of a promissory note, made payable to a number of 
unspecified persons associated under a general name and not constituting a firm 
or corporation, see R, v. (7/ar4;flon (1844), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 110; but see the definition 
of promissory note in the Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 61), s. 83. 
As to a bill of exchange without a drawee, see R. v. Hawkes (1838), 2 Mood. 

O. C. 60 ; R. V. Smith (1843), 2 Mood. C. 0. 295 ; Cray v. MVner (1819), 8 Taunt. 
739 ; R. V. Hunter (1823), Buss. & By. 511 ; R. v. Curry (1841), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 
218 ; but see now Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 61), s. 3. A 
document in the form of a bill in vmich the words “(without acceptance)” are 
added is none the less a bill of exchange (R. v. Kinnear (1838), 2 Mood. & K. 11 7). 
A person may be convicted of forgery of a document which by law should bo 
stamped, although it is unstamped or insufficiently stamped (R. v. Reculist Q796), 
2 Leach, 703; R. v. Flawkeswood (1783), 1 Leach, 257 ; R* v. Morton (li95)^ 2 
East, P. C. 955). 

(a) R. V. Marshall (1804), Buss. & By. 75; R. v. Francis (1811), Buss. & 
By. 209; R. v. Whiley (1805), Buss. & By. 90. 

(b) R. V. Peacock (1814), Buss. & By. 278. 

(r) R. V. Whyte (1851), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 290; B. v. Boniien (1813), Buss. & By. 
260 ; R, V. Peacock^ supra ; see R. v. Aickles (1787), 1 Leach, 438 ; see 2 East, 

P. 0. 969. 

(d) R. V. Rogers (1838), 8 0. & P. 629 ; B. v. Taft ni777), 1 Leach, 172 ; B. v. 
Bdland (1772), 1 Leach, 83 ; B, v. Taylor 0779), 1 Leach, 214 ; B. v. Mitchell 
(1847), 1 Den. 282 ; U. v. Lockett (1772), 1 Leach, 94 (signing a fictitious name 
as the pretended drawer of a ch^ue). Proof that no person of the drawer’s 
name keeps an account or has a nffht to draw cheoue on the drawee is 
facie evidence that the drawer is a fictitious person (B. v. Backler (1831), 6 0. & 
P. 118 ; and see B. v. Ashby (1860), 2 F. & F. 660). 
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that the money obtained by the uttering of the forged indorsement 
might equally have been obtained by a true indorsement («). 

An acceptance written by a person in his own name to represent 
a fictitious firm (e), or an indorsement written by a person in his 
own name (which happens to be the same as that of the payee) 
with the knowledge that the real payee is another person (/), is 
forgery. 

It is not forgery for anyone to pass himself off as the person 
whose genuine indorsement is on a bill (p). 

1430. It is forgery to write or procure another person to write 
the acceptance of an existing person without his authority (h). It 


«) B. V. Taft (1777), 1 Leach, 172, and B. v. Taylor (1779), 1 Leach, 214. 

[f) Mead v. Young (1790), 4 Term Eep. 28 ; see aLw R, v. Parke (1843), 1 
Cox, 4, where a bank poet bill payable to J. Parke & Son, and intended for John 
Parke & Son, was obtained by a person carrying on business as J. Parke & Co., 
and indorsed by him in name of Jas. Parke & Son, a fictitious firm, intent 
to defraud being proved, it was held that the indorser was guilty of forgery. If 
A. B. with the authority of 0. D., who has the same name as E. F., writes the 
name of C. D. for the purpose of passing a bill ofi as that of E. F., A. B. is 
guilty of forgery, and this whether E. F. is an existing or a non-existing person. 
But if a person gives a note entirely as his own, his signing it in a fictitious 
name is not forgery, if the credit is given wholly to himself without aiw regard 
to the name signed or to any third person (R. v. Martin (1879), 5 Q. B. D. 34, 
C. 0. R. ; R, V. Dunn (1765), 1 Leach, 67 ; R, v. Parkes (1796), 2 Leach, 776). 

(gf) R, v. Hevey (1782), 2 Bast, P. 0. 856. A person who acted in this way 
might be convicted of obtaining or of attempting to obtain money by false 
pretences ; see p. 692, ante. When a bill is aadressed to a person whose name is 

f iven with a description and addition, and the bill is accepted by a person who 
ears that name but to whom the description and addition do not apply, and 
there is no one of that name to whom that description and addition do apply, 
the person who utters such a bill containing the false description is not guilty 
of forgery [R, v, Wehh (1819), Russ. & Ry. 405) ; and see R, v. Eppe (1864), 4 
F. & F. 81 , where a prisoner having induced a person to accept a bill directed 
toB., but having no addition, description or address, subsequently added a false 
address but no description, representing that the acceptance was that of “ a 
customer,” it was held there was no forgery. In these two cases there was no 
evidence that the prisoner intended to m^e the acceptance to appear to be by a 
person other than the actual acceptor (j5?d., atp. 83, per Willes, J.). But where 
a prisoner induced a person to sign his name upon a blank stamp, and afterwards 
on the paper where tne name appeared wrote a bill of exchange with the name of 
a drawee identical with the name signed, and added a place of payment in 
another town, intending the bill to appear drawn upon and accepted by another 
existing person of the same name as that signed, but residing in such other 
town, it was held that forgery had been committed {R, v. Blenkinsop (1847), 2 
Car. & Kir. 531), and it is immaterial whether such other person actually exists 
or not {R, v. supra ) ; but see R. v. Watts (1821), Russ. & Ry. 436 (where a 
prisoner uttered a promissory note purporting to be drawn by A. B. of Tipton 
and payable to prisoner, and stated at the time that A. B. kept the ^‘Bidrs 
Head” at Tipton, it was held that he was guilty of forgery, although there were 
two persons of the drawer’s name at Tipton, and only the one who kept the 
** Bull’s Head ” was called to deny the signature) ; R, v. Hampton (1830), 1 Mood. 
C. 0. 265, where a bill purported to be accepted by A. B., draper, Birmingham ; 
upon A. B.’s evidence that he knew no other draper at Birmingham of his name, 
it was held there was evidence for the jury that he was the only draper in 
Birmingham of that name (i2. v. White (1861), 2 F. & F. 664; see also R, v. 
King (1832), 6 0. & P. 123). If a bill purpoi^ to be accepted by A. B., and 
A. B. on being shown the bill says it is a “ good bill,” this is evidence for the 
jury that A. B. wrote the acoeptwice (R, v. Hevey (1782), 1 Leach, 232). 

{h) R, V. Rogers (1838), 8 C. & P, 629 ; R. v. MUcMl (1844), 1 Den. 282, n. In 
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is immaterial that the person writing such acceptance may believe 
either that he will be able to pay the bill or that the person 
defrauded will refrain from prosecuting (i). But authority may be 
implied from acts, and a person who signs another person’s name 
on a bill believing upon reasonable grounds that he has authority 
is not guilty of forgery (ft). 

It is forgery to indorse a bill by procuration under a false and 
fraudulent assumption of authority so to indorse it (1), 

If a person holding a blank cheque or acceptance with authority 
to fill it up for a certain amount fills it up for a larger amount, he 
commits forgery (m), even though he believes such larger amount 
to be due to him from the owner of the cheque (n). 

(iv.) Exchequer BilU etc . 

1431. Everyone is by statute (o) guilty of felony who with intent to 
defraud forges or alters or knowingly utters, disposes, or puts off with 
knowledge that it is forged or altered any Exchequer bill, including a 
Treasury bill (p), and a war bond {q)^ Exchequer bond or Exchequer 
debenture, or indorsement thereon, or assignment thereof, or any 
receipt or certificate for interest accruing thereon. 

The punishment for such offence is penal servitude for life or for 
any period not less than three years, or imprisonment for not more 
than two years, with or without hard labour (r). 

1432. Everyone is by statute («) guilty of felony who without lawful 
authority or excuse (t) makes or causes to be made or assists in 
making, or knowingly has custody or possession of (1) any frame, 
mould, or instrument having therein any words, letters, figures, marks, 
lines, or devices, peculiar to and appearing in the substance of any 


tho case of forgery of a receipt it was held sufficient if the prisoner by letter 
directed his innocent agent that he was “at liberty” to sign the name of a 
third person {R, v. Clifford (1845), 2 Car. & Kir, 202). 

(t) R, V. Forbes (1835), 7 0, <&; P. 224; R. v. Beard (1837), 8 0. & P. 143. 
See intent to defraud, j). 713, ante. On a charge of uttering a forged biU it 
is immaterial that the bill has since been paid by the prisoner, if the offence has 
been completed at the time of uttering {R, v. Gtaxh (1810), 9 C. & P. 499). 

(A:) R, V. Beardf supra, at p. 150 ; R. v, Forbes, supra. The intimacy of the 
parties, and the fact that the prisoner’s act has been ratified on a previous 
occasion may be taken into account {R. v. Parish (1837), 8 C. & P. 94). 

(/) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 98), s. 24. Before that Act it was not 
forgery; see R. v. White (1847), 2 Car. & Kjir. 404. 

(m) R. V. HaH (1836), 7 C. & P. 652; R, v. Bateman (1845), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 186; 
R. V. Wilson (1847), 2 Car. & Kir. 527. In all cases there must be the intent to 
defraud. As to evidence of the intent, see p. 380, ante, and p. 764, post. 

In) R, V. Wilson (1847), 2 Car. & Kir. 527, and intent to defraud, p. 713, ante, 

fo) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 8. 

(p) Treasury Bills Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 2), s. 10. 

(q) Under the War Loon Act, 1900 (War Loan Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet c. 2), 

(r( i’orgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 8 ; Exchequer Bills and Bonds 
Act 1866 (29 & 30 Viet c. 25), as. 15, 25; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 
Viot. c. 69), 8. 1. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(s) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 98), ss. 9, 10. 

(t) The onus of proof of such authority or excuse in each case lies on the 
party accused (ss. 9, 10). 


SXOT. 4. 

Forgeiy. 


Forging 
Exchequer 
bills cto. 


Making etc. 
instruments 
etc. for 
forging 
Exchequer 
bills eta 



783 


Criminjil Law and Procedure. 


Sect. 4. paper provided or to be provided or used for Exchequer bills (a), bonds, 

Forgery, or debentures (b ) ; (2) any machinery for working any threads into 

— the substance of any paper or any such thread, and intended to 

imitate such words, letters, figures, marks, lines, threads, or devices ; 
or (8) any plate peculiarly employed for printing such exchequer 
bills, bonds, or debentures ; or (4) any die or seal peculiarly used for 
preparing any such plate or for sealing such Exchequer bills, bonds, 
or debentures as aforesaid ; (5) any plate, die, or seal intended to 
imitate any such plate, die, or seal as aforesaid (c) ; (6) any paper in 
the substance of which shall appear any such words, letters, figures, 
marks, lines, threads, or other devices as aforesaid, or any part of 
such words etc. intended to imitate such words etc. (d) ; also every- 
one who (7) causes or assists in causing such words, letters, figures, 
marks, lines, threads, or other devices, or parts thereof, intended to 
imitate the same to appear in the substance of any paper whatever («); 
or (8) takes or assists in taking any impression of any such plate, 
die, or seal as aforesaid (e). 

The punishment for any such offence is penal servitude for seven 
years, or for any period not less than three years, or imprisonment 
for any period not exceeding two years, with or without hard 
labour (/). 


Purchaic of 
paper 

provided for 
Exchequer 
bills etc. 


1433. Everyone is by statute (g) guilty of misdemeanour who 
without lawful authority or excuse (h) purchases or receives or 
knowingly has custody or possession of (1) any paper manufactured 
or provided by or under authority of the Inland Revenue Com- 
missioners or Commissioners of the Treasury for the purpose of 
being used as Treasury bills (i), war bonds (ft). Exchequer bills, bonds, 
or debentures, before such paper shall have been duly stamped, 
signed, and issued for public use ; (2) any such plate, die or seal as 
aforesaid. ^ 

The punishment for such offence is imprisonment for any term 
not more than five nor less than three years with or without hard 
labour (/). 


(a) The tenn ** Exchequer biir^ includes Treasury bills (Treasury Bills Act, 1877 
(40 <K 41 Viet. 0 . 2), 8. 10; war bonds (War Loan Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 2), 
s. 4 (3) ) ; and Metropolitan bills (Metropolitan Board of Works (Money) Act, 
1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 27), s. 21). 

Foi^ery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 98), s. 9. 

i) Ibid.f 8 . 10 . 

(e) Ibid. 

If) Ibid.f B8. 9, 10, as altered by the Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 
Viet. 0 . 69), s. 1 ; see also the Exchequer Bills and Bonds Act, 1866 (29 & 30 
Viet. 0 . 26), ss. 20, 21, 25, which deals with the manufacturing and unlawful 
possession of paper, plates etc. intended to imitate those used for Exchequer 
bills. The onence is not triable at quarter sessions ; but see Quarter Sessions 
Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet o. 38), s. 1. 
fo) For^ry Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 11. 

(ft) The onus of proof of such authority or excuse lies on the party accused 
(ibid., 8. 11). 

(i) Treasury Bills Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet, c, 2), s. 10. 

(ft) War Loan Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 2), s. 4 (3). 

(/) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 981. s. 11, 
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1434. Every person is by statute (m) guilty of felony who with 
intent to defraud forges, alters, or offers, utters, disposes of, or puts off, 
knowing that it is forged or altered, any bond commonly called an 
East India bond, or any bond, debenture, or security issued or made 
under any Act passed or to be passed relating to the East Indies, or 
any indorsement thereon or assignment thereof. 

The punishment of this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
any period not less than three years, or imprisonment for any term 
not exceeding two years with or without hard labour (n). 

1435. Any person is by statute (o) guilty of felony who fraudu- 
lently forges or alters or offers, utters, disposes of, or puts off, 
knowing that it is forged or altered, any debenture issued under any 
lawful authority whatsoever either within the King’s dominions or 
elsewhere. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for fourteen 
years or for any period not less than three years, or imprison- 
ment for any term not exceeding two years with or without hard 
labour (p). 

(v.) Dee<U etc, 

1436. Everyone is by statute (q) guilty of felony who, with 
intent to defraud (r), commits any of the following acts : (1) forges 
or alters any deed (s) ; (2) forges or alters any bond or writing 


{m) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 98), s. 7. 

(n) Ibid. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(ej Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 26, As to the moaning of 

debenture,” see British India Steam Navigation Co. v. Inland Revenue Commis- 
eioners (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 165; Edmonds v. Blaina Furnaces Co. (1887), 36 
Ch. D. 215 ; Levy v. Abercorris Slate and Slab Co. (1887), 37 Oh. I). 260. 

(p) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 26; Penal Servitude Act, 
1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 69; Statut-e Law Revision (No. 2) Act, 1893 (56 & 67 
Viet. c. 64). The words “ with intent to defraud” are omitted from this section 
and “ fraudulently ” is used instead ; as to which, see R. v. Fo toner 12 

Cox, 0. 0. 235. The offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

((/) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c. 98), s. 20. 

(r) But not necessarily to defraud the person whose name is forged [R. v. 
Tren field (1858), 1 F. & F. 43). 

(«) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 20. For the meaning of a deed 
within this statute, see R. v. Morton (1873), L. R. 2 0. 0. 11. 22, where it was hold 
that a letter of orders under the seal of a bishop was not a deed for the purpose 
of this section, “ Any instrument delivered as a deed which either itself passes 
an interest or property or is in affirmance or confirmation of something whereby 
an interest or property passes is a deed” (per Bovill, C.J., at p. 27;. Queers 
whether the probate of a will is a deed (per Blaokbuun, J., at p. 28). A power 
of attorney under seal is a deed [ibid.; R. v. Lmn (1813), Russ. & Ry. 255 ; 
R. V. Fauntleroy (1824), 1 0. & P. 421 ; see also Forgerv Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet. c. 98), 88. 2, 4. 

It is forgery under s. 20 to make a deed fraudulently with a false date, 
when the date is a material part of the deed, although the deed is in fact made 
by and between the persons by and between whom it purports to be made [R. v. 
RiUon (1869), L. R. 1 C. C. R. 200; and see Re Ci>op€r, Cooper v. Veeey (1882), 20 
Ch, D. 611, 0. A., where a son who was heir-at-law of his father and co-executor 
and co-trustee under his father’s will alone executed deeds in Ms own name as 
absolute owner, and it was held that such deeds were forgeries ; see per Lindlky, 
L.J., at p. 634). It is no defence to an indictment for forgeiy of a deed that the 
deed is not executed in compliance with the directory provision of a statute, if 
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obligatory (a), or assignment of such bond or writing obligatory ; 
or (8) knowingly utters, disposes of, or puts off with knowledge that 
it is forged or altered, any forged or altered deed or bond or writing 
obligatory, or assignment of such bond or writing obligatory (b) ; 

(4) forges any name, handwriting, or signature purporting to be that 
of an attesting witness to a deed or bond or writing obligatory ; 

(5) offers, utters, disposes of, or puts off any deed, bond, or writing 
obligatory, having a name, handwriting, or signature so forged, 
with knowledge that it is forged (c). 

The punishment for such offence is penal servitude for life or for 
any period not less than three years, or imprisonment for any 
period not exceeding two years, with or without hard labour (d). 

1437. Everyone is by statute (e) guilty of felony who with intent 
to defraud (/), forges or alters any will, testament, codicil, or testa- 
mentary instrument, whether or no such instrument be designated 
by any special name in any statute, or offers, utters, disposes of or 
puts off any such instrument knowing it to be forged or altered. 

The punishment is the same as in the case of the last-mentioned 
offence (y). ' _ ^ 

It is not necessary to constitute this offence that the person whose 
will is forged should be deceased (li), or should ever have existed (i). 


the non-compliance with such provision does not make the deed void {E. v. Lyon 
(1813), Euss. & Ey. 255). Aliter, it seems, if the deed as executed would be 
wholly void. 

(a) See as to an administration bond E, v. Barber (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 434. 
In IL V. DmintU (1792), 2 Leach, 581, on the construction of the words bond, 
writing obligatory in the Perjury Act, 1728 (2 Geo. 2, c. 25), s. 1, it was held 
that a Dond was rightly described as a “ bond and writing obligatory,” although 
it had no condition with a penalty or defeasance attached to it. Any security 
(other than debenture stock) issued under the Local Loans Act, 1875 (38 & 39 
Viet. c. 83), is a writing obligatory within this section; see ihid,y s. 32. 

(5) See note (a), eupra; Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 20. It is 
forgery to put a seal fraudulently to a document which is invalid without seal 
after such document has been signed (or marked), but it is not forgery to induce 
a person to execute a deed by misrepresenting its legal effect {E. v. Collins (1843), 
2 Mood. & E. 461, 466; compare E, v. Chadwick (1844), 2 Mood. & E. 545). 
Where a bond is joint and sevei-al, an indictment lies for the forgery of one 
signature, although the other signature is genuine (i?. v. Eicharas (1844), 1 
Cox, 0. 0. 62). 

(c) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 98), s. 20. 

(d) Ihid.y as altered by the Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 55 Viet c. 69), s. 1. 
The offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(e) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 39. 

(/) A prisoner in a case tried before the statute (22. v. Tu/U (1848), 3 Cox, 0. 0. 
160, 0. (J. R) was proved to have forged the will of his father, but in the 
absence of proof that any person had b^n defrauded thei’eby, it was held that 
he ooidd not be convict^ of intent to defraud any person. See intent to 
defraud, ante, 

(ff) Forge^ Act, 1861 (24 &26 Viet. o. 98), s. 89, and see note (d), supra. 

[hj The offence consists in the fraudulent making of the will, not in the legal 
effect of the forgery (E. v. Coogan (1787), 2 East,P. 0. 948 ; E. v. Stirling (1773), 
1 Leach, 99). 

(i) E. V. Avery (1838), 8 0. & P. 596 (under the corresponding section (s. 3) 
of Forgery Act, 1830 (11 Geo. 4 & 1 Will. 4, c. 66) ). Tne offence is none the 
less committed, although the correct Christian name of the supposed testator is 
not signed (E, v. Fitzgerald (1741), 1 Leach, 20), ^e rule which prohibits the 
giving in evidence of documents placed in a solidtoFs hands in professional 
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(vi) Forging the King'i Seals. 

1438 . Everyone is by statute {k) guilty of felony, (1) who forges or 
counterfeits any of the King’s seals or the stamp or impression 
thereof ; or (2) who utters, knowing it to be forged or counterfeited, 
any such seal, stamp, or impression (or any forged or counterfeited 
stamp or impression apparently intended to resemble such stamp or 
impression) ; or (3) who forges or alters, or utters, knowing it to be 
forged or altered, any document or instrument bearing such stamps 
or impressions. 

The punishment for this oflfenee is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment not exceeding two years 
with or without hard labour (k). These offences are not triable at 
quarter sessions (1). 

(vii.) Records^ Processes of Courts and Instruments of Evidence. 

1439 . A person is guilty by statute (m) of felony who with intent Forging 

to defraud (n) commits any of the following offences : — ^ 

(1) Forges or fraudulently alters or knowingly offers, utters, 
disposes of, or puts oiBf with knowledge that it is forged, any record 
or other original document of any court of record or court of equity 
or Court of Admiralty in England or Ireland, or any document or 
writing or copy thereof intended to be used as evidence in any such 
court (o) . 

(2) Being a clerk of any court (whether of record or not) or other 
officer having custody of the records (p) of any such court, or the 
deputy of any such clerk or officer, utters any false copy or certificate 
of any record knowing such copy etc. to be false, or not being such 


confidence does not apply to the case of a forged will given by a prisoner to his 
solicitor ostensibly for tne purpose of seeking professional advice but in reality 
with the intention that the solicitor shall act upon it; such will may accordingly 
be called for and read {/I. v. Jones (1S46), 1 Den. 166 ; see also li, v. Tufts {ISiH), 
3 Cox, 0. C, 160, 162, 163, C. C. R.,and R. y, Farley (mG), 2 Car. & Kir. 313 ; 
R. v. Avery (1838), 8 C. & P. 596). Unrevoked probate of a will is not conclu- 
sive evidence of its validity, so as to be a bar to a prosecution for forgery of the 
will (IL V. Buttery (1818), Russ. & Ry. 342, 343, n.). Where persons were 
charged jointly witn procuring another person to uttei a for^d will, and the 
evidence showed no joint act, but only separate acts, it was held nevertheless 
that all might be convicted {R. v. Barber and Others (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 442). 
[k) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c, 98), s. 1. 

(/) Quarter Sessions Act, 1841 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 1. 

(m) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 98), ss. 27 — 29. 

\n) Though the words “ with intent to defraud” do not appear in ss. 27—29 
of the Forgery Act, 1861, they are im^rted into s. 28 (and similarly, it is 
apprehended, into ss. 27 and 29) from the common law definition of forgery, 
and must be alleged in the indictment (A. v. Fotvner (1872), 12 Cox, 0. C. 235). 

(o) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 27. The documents specified 
are any record, writ, return, panel, process, rule, order, warrant, interrogatory, 
deposition, aflBdavit, afiSnnation, recognisance, cognovit aptionem^ warrant of 
attorney, bill, petition, process, notice, rule, answer, pleading, report, or decree 
(ibid., 8. 27). 

(p) “ Records” include official documents kept as records for the purpose of 
the court, and not necessarily connected with litigation ; but the register of 
ordinations is not the record of a bishop’s court {R, v* Ethendge (1901), 19 
Oox. 0. 0. 676). 
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sbot. 4. clerk, officer or deputy, signs or certifies any copy or certificate of 
Forgery any record as such clerk, officer or deputy (q). 

— (3) Forges or fraudulently alters or utters etc. with knowledge 

that it is forged etc. any copy or certificate of any record (r) which 
is forged etc., or utters etc. any copy of a certificate of a record 
which has thereon a false or forged name, handwriting, or signature 
with knowledge that the name etc. is false etc. («). 

(4) Being a clerk, officer, or deputy having custody of the records 
of a court where an offender has been convicted, utters a false 
certificate of indictment and conviction for a felony, or not being 
such clerk etc. utters any such certificate with a false or counterfeit 
signature (i). 

(5) Forges the seal of any court of record (a). 

(6) Forges or fraudulently alters any process (6) of any court 
other than a court of record (c), or a court of equity, or a court of 
Admiralty in England or Ireland, or serves or enforces any forged 
process (b) of any court whatsoever, knowing that it is forged, or 
delivers or causes to be delivered to any person any paper falsely 
purporting to be such process (d) or a copy thereof, or any judg- 
ment, decree, or order of any court of law or equity or a copy 
thereof, or knowing that such process is false acts or professes 
to act under any such false process (e). 


((/) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s, 28. 

W As to records, see p. 735, ante. 

W Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 98), s. 28. 

(t) Oi’iminal Law Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, c, 28), s. 11. There are similar 
provisions as to forging or uttering a certificate of an acfjuittal under the Crown 
Cases Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 78), s. 6, but the maximum sentence of penal 
servitude for suen an offence is ten years s. 6). 

(a) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 98), s. 28 ; see also the Inferior Courts 
Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 1^, s. 6 ; the Court of Probate Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet, 
c. 77), 8. 28 ; the County Courts Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet, c, 43), s. 180. 

S An affiliation order is a “ process (A\ v. Powner (1872), 12 Cox, C. C. 235). 
As to forging the process of a county court, see also the County Courts 
Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 43), s. 180, which is similarly worded and includes 
“ acting or professing to act under any false colour or pretence of the process 
or authority ” of the court ; it was neld under the corresponding section of 
an older County Coui’t Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 95), s. 67, tiiat “acting or 
professing to act” applies to the use of false instruments and not to mere false 
representations as to authority (J?. v. Myott (1853), 6 Cox, C. C. 406). 

(d) An ordinary notice to produce does not “ purport ” to be a process of the 
court by reason of any heading which may be put to it, or by reason Uiat it 
may have been intended to be thought such {It. v. Castle (1857), 7 Cox, C. C. 
375, C. C. E.). 

(e) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 28 ; and see the Inferior Courts 
Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 19), s. 5 ; and B. v. Rippier (1897), 32 L. J. 350 ; B. v. 
Myott y snma. Where a prisoner filled up a blank form of summons, and si^ed 
it “ W. G., Registrar of the T. Court,” and indorsed a notice that unless the claim 
were paid by a certain day an execution warrant would be issued, it was held 
that he had professed to act under a false colour or pretence of the T. Court, 
within the Act of 1846 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 95), s. 57 (since repealed) {R. v. Richmond 
(1859), 8 Cox, C. C. 200, C. C. R.). It was sufficient under this Act if the prisoner 

S retended to act under the process of the county court, though, in fact, the 
ocument was not a county court document, and bore no resemblance thereto 
{R. V. Evans (1857), 7 Cox, 0. C. 293, 0. 0. R. ; but see R. v. Casthf supra). As 
to the case of a county court process irregularly issued in blank, to be 
subsequently filled in, see R. v. Collier (1831), 5 0. & P. 160. 
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(7) Forges or fraudulently alters or utters etc. with knowledge 
that is forged etc. any instrument which is or may be made evidence, 
by any Act passed or to be passed, and for the forgery or uttering 
of which no punishment is provided in the Forgery Act, 1861 (/). 

The punishment for any such offence is penal servitude for not 
more than seven years or for not less than three years, or imprison- 
ment for not more than two years with or without hard labour (gr), 

1440. Everyone is by statute (/<) guilty of a felony who : — 

(1) Belonging to or being employed in the Public Record Office 
certifies any writing as a true and authentic copy of a record in the 
custody of the Master of the Rolls with knowledge that such writing 
is false in a material part. 

(2) Counterfeits the signature of an assistant record keeper for 
the purpose of counterfeiting a certified copy of a record, or forges 
or counterfeits the seal of the Public Record Office. 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for life or 
for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (t). 

1441. Every person is by statute guilty of felony who : — 

(1) Forges the seal, stamp, or signature of any certificate, official 
or public document, or document or proceeding of any corporation, 
joint-stock or other company, or of any certified copy of any docu- 
ment, bye-law, entry in any register or other book, or other 
proceeding, if such certificate etc. or certified copy is receivable in 
evidence under the Evidence Act, 1845 (/c) ; 

(2) Tenders in evidence any such certificate etc. with a counter- 
feit seal, stamp, or signature with knowledge that such seal etc. is 
counterfeit (/) ; 

(3) Forges the signature of any judge of the superior courts to 
any order, decree, certificate, or other judicial or official document (??i) ; 

(4) Tenders in evidence any such order etc. with a counterfeit 
signature with knowledge that it is counterfeit (n) ; 

(5) Prints any copy of any private Act or of the journals of 
either House of Parliament which falsely purports to have been 
printed by the printers to the Crown or to either House of Parlia- 
ment (o) ; 

(6) Tenders in evidence any such copy with knowledge that it 
was not printed by the person by whom it purports to have been 
printed (p). 


(/) 24 & 25 Viet. c. 98, 8. 29. The inHtrmnent may be written, or printed, or 

partly written and partly printed. 

(g) Ihid,y 88. 27—29; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 55 Vict. c. 69), 8. 1. 
The offences are not be triable at quarter sessions. 

Public Record Office Act^ 1838 (I & 2 Vict. c. 94), s. 19 ; see 88. 8, 20. 

Ihid, ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Vict. c. 69), ». 1. These ofioncei 


io' 


not triable at quarter sessions. 

I ik) 8 & 9 Vict. c. 113 ; see s. 4. 

1) Ibid., 6. 4. 
m) Ibid,, 8. 4. 
n) Ibid,, 8. 4. 
o) Ibid., B. 4. 
p) Ibid., 8. 4 


These offences are not triable at quarter sessiont. 
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The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for not more 
than ten nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (q). 

1442. Everyone is by statute (r) guilty of felony who : — 

(1) Forges the seal, stamp, or signature of any document men- 
tioned or referred to in the Evidence Act, 1861 ; 

(2) Tenders in evidence any such document with a counterfeit 
seal etc. with knowledge that such seal etc. is counterfeit. 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, and imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years («). 

1443. Everyone is by statute (a) guilty of felony who : — 

(1) Forges the signature of any probate registrar or district 
registrar or any commissioner for taking oaths (a) ; 

(2) Forges the seal used in the probate branch of the Probate, 
Divorce and Admiralty Division of the High Court of Justice (6) ; 

(3) Knowingly uses or concurs in using any such counterfeit 
signature or seal or tenders in evidence any document with such 
counterfeit signature or seal with knowledge that it is counterfeit (c). 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for life or 
for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (d). 

1444. Every person is by statute (e) guilty of felony who : — 

(1) Prints any copy of any proclamation, order, or regulation 
which falsely purports to have been printed by the Government 
printer or under the authority of any British colony or possession (e) ; 

(2) Tenders in evidence any copy of any such proclamation etc. 
falsely purporting to have been printed as aforesaid with knowledge 
that it was not so printed (/) ; 

(3) Forges or tenders in evidence with knowledge that it is 
forged any certificate authorised by the Documentary Evidence Act, 


q) 8 & 9 Viet. c. 113, 8. 4 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. o. 69), s. 1. 
n Evidenee Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet c. 99), s. 17. 

8) Ibid . ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 k 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The docu- 
ments mentioned are--foreign and colonial acts of state, judgments, decrees, 
orders, and other judicial nroceedings of any court of justice in any foreign state 
or British colony, and afi&oavits, pleadings, and other legal documents deposited 
in any such court (s. 7) ; apothecaries’ certificates (s. 8) ; registers of British 
vessels and certificates of registry (a 12, now repealea); certified copies of 
records of a previous conviction or acquittal (s. 13) ; examined or certified copies 
of public documents admissible in evidence on production from the proper 
custody (Evidence Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet c. 99), s. 14). These offences are 
not triable at quarter sessions. 

(а) Court of Probate Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet c. 77), s. 28 ; see Judicature 
Act, 1873 (S6 & 37 Viet. c. 66), ss. 16, 34, 

(б) Ibid. 

(c) Ibid. 

(d) Ibid. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet, c, 69), s. 1. This offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions. 

Documental Evidence Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet c. 37), s. 4 (1). 
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1868 (jf), to be annexed to a copy of or extract from any proclama- 
tion, order, or regulation (h) ; 

(4) Prints any copy of any Act, proclamation, order, regulation, 
royal warrant, circular, list, gazette, or document falsely purporting 
to be printed under the superintendence or authority of His 
Majesty’s Stationery OfiBce (i) ; 

(5) Tenders in evidence any copy falsely purporting to have 
been printed as aforesaid with knowledge that it was not so 
printed (i) ; 

(6) Forges, counterfeits, or fraudulently alters the seal or signa- 
ture of any person authorised under the Commissioners for Oaths 
Act, 1889 {k)t to administer an oath ; 

(7) Tenders in evidence or otherwise uses an affidavit having any 
seal or signature so forged or counterfeited or fraudulently altered 
with knowledge that it is forged etc. (1) ; 

(8) Forges the signature of a Master in Lunacy or forges or 
counterfeits the seal of the office of such Master (m) ; 

(9) Knowingly concurs in using any such forged or counterfeited 
signature or seal, or tenders in evidence any document with such false 
or counterfeit signature or seal with knowledge that such signature 
or seal is false or counterfeit (n). 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for not 
more than seven and not less than three years, or imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for not more than two years (n). 

1445. Every person is by statute (o) guilty of felony who with 
intent to defraud forges or alters or utters etc. with knowledge that 
it is forged etc. any summons, conviction, order, or warrant of any 
justice of the peace, or any recognisance purporting to have been 
entered into before any such justice or other officer authorised to 
take it, or any examination, deposition, affidavit, affirmation, or 
solemn declaration taken or made before such justice. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for a term 
not exceeding five years or for not less than three years, or imprison- 
ment with or without hard labour for a term not exceeding two 
years (p). 

1446. Every person is by statute guilty of felony who without 
lawful authority or excuse in the name of any other person 
acknowledges any recognisance of bail or any cognovit actionem or 


(g) 31 & 32 Viet. c. 37. 

{h) Ibid,, 8. 4. 

(t) Documentary Evidence Act, 1882 (45 Viet. c. 9), s. 3. 

(A;) 62 Viet. c. 10. 

(l) Ibid., B. 8. 

(m) Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 Viet. c. 6), «, 147. 

(n) Documentary Evidence Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet c. 37), s. 4 (1) ; Oiminal 
Law Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 28), s. 8 ; Documentary Evidence Act, 1882 
(45 Viet c, 9), 8. 3 ; CommissionerB for Oaths Act, 1889 (62 Viet. o. 10), 8 . 8 ; 
Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 Viet, c. 6), b. 147 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Viet, 
c. 69), fl. 1. These offences are not triable at quarter sesgions. 

(o) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet c. 98), s. 32. 

(p) Ibia. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 « 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions. 
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judgment, or any deed or other instrument before any court, 
ju^e, or other person lawfully authorised in that behalf (j). 

The punishment is the same as for the last-mentioned felony, 
except that the maximum term of penal servitude is seven years (r). 

1447 . Every person is by statute («) guilty of a misdemeanour 
who : — 

(1) Forges the seal or signature affixed or subscribed to a bye-law 
made under the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (a), or the signa- 
ture subscribed to any minute of proceedings of a municipal 
borough council under that Act ; 

(2) Tenders in evidence any such document with a false or 
counterfeit seal or signature knowing that it is false or counterfeit. 

The punishment for these offences on conviction is imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for not more than two years (6). 

1448 . Every person is by statute (c) guilty of felony who with 
intent to defraud forges or alters or offers, utters etc., with knowledge 
that it is forged or altered, any court roll or copy of any court roll 
relating to any copyhold or customary estate. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
a term not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for a term not exceeding two years (d). 

1449 . Every person is by statute (e) guilty of felony who 

(1) Forges or fraudulently alters or offers, utters etc., with 
knowledge that it is forged or fraudulently altered, any memorial, 
affidavit, affirmation, entry, certificate, indorsement, document, or 
writing made or issued under the provisions of any Act passed or 
to be passed for or relating to the registry of deeds (e) ; 

(2) Forges or counterfeits the seal of any office for the registry of 
deeds, or any stamp or impression of any such seal (/) ; 

(3) Forges any name, handwriting, or signature purporting to 
be the name, handwriting, or signature to any such memorial etc. 
required or directed to be signed by or by virtue of any Act passed 
or to be passed (/); 

(4) Oflers, utters etc. any such memorial or other writing having 
any such forged stamp or impression of any such seal or any such 
forged name etc., with knowledge that it is forged (g). 


(q) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 98), 8. 34. 

(r) Ibid,, 8. 34. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(a) 45 & 46 Viet, o, 60, s. 235. 

(a) 45 & 46 Viet. c. 60. 

(5) Ibid,, 8. 17. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. On summary 
conviction the punishment is imprisonment for any term not exceeding three 
months {ibid,), 

(e) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98). s. 30. 

(a) Ibi^, B, 80; Penal Sei-vitude Act, 1891 (64 & 55 Viet. o. 69), s. 1. This 
offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(f) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 98), s. 31 ; see also Land Transfer 
Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 87), s. 100. As to the Acts for registering deeds, 
see title Real Property and Chattels Real. 

(f) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. o. 98), s. 31. 

(y) Ibid, The section makes no reference to intent to defraud, but it is 
none the less necessary to allege and prove such intent (see p. 713, ante). 
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The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for a term 
not exceeding fourteen years or for not less than three years, or 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for any term not 
exceeding two years (7t). 

1450. Every person is by statute (i) guilty of a misdemeanour 
who fraudulently procures or is privy to the fraudulent procurement 
of any entry on the land register established under the Land Transfer 
Act, 1875, or of any erasure from such register or alteration of the 
register (k). ♦ 

The punishment for such offence is imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for any term not exceeding two years, or such 
fine not exceeding £500 as the court before which the offender is 
tried may award (Jc), 

1461. Everyone is by statute (1) guilty of felony who forges, alters, 
or utters a certificate or document relating to land or title under the 
Declaration of Title Act, 1862 (tw). 

The punishment for such offence is penal servitude for life or 
for not less than three years, or imprisonment for any term not 
more than two years with or without hard labour (n). 

1452. Everyone is by statute (o) guilty of a misdemeanour who, 
being an officer authorised or required by the Evidence Act, 1851 (p), 
to furnish any certified copies or extracts, wilfully certifies a 
document as being a true copy or extract when the same is not a 
true copy or extract. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment without hard 
labour for not more than eighteen months (q). 

1453. Everyone is by statute (r) guilty of felony who ; — 

(1) Unlawfully destroys, defaces, or injures or causes or permits to 
be destroyed, defaced, or injured the whole or part of any register of 
births, baptisms, marriages, deaths, or burials authorised or required 
by law to be kept in England or Ireland, or the whole or part of any 
certified copy of the whole or part of such register (r) ; 

(2) Forges or fraudulently alters in any such register or pan 
of it any entry relating to any birth etc., or any certified copy of 
such register or of any part thereof (s) ; 


(h) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 98), s. .'11 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(64 & 66 Yict. c. 69), B. 1. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(0 38 & 39 Yict. c. 87, s. 5. 

(k) I bid.t 8. 100. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(/) Declaration of Title Act, 1862 (26 & 26 Yict. c. 67), s. 45. 

(tn) 25 & 26 Yict. c. 67. 

(n) Ibid.t s. 45 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Yict. o. 69), s. 1, Tliii 
offence is not tnable at quarter sessions. 

(o) Evidence Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Yict. c. 99), s. 15. 

lp) Evidence Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Yict. c. 99). 

l q) Ibid., 8. 15. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(r) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 98), s. 36. As to the register of births 
etc., see title Registbatiok op Bibths aih) Deaths ; see too Non-parochial 
Registers Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Yict. c. 92), s. 8 ; Births and Deaths Registration 
Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Yict. c. 25), a 3 ; Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Yict. c. 81), 
s. 15. 

(«) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Yict c. 98), s. 36. See B. v. Bowen (1844), 
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s»cT. 4. (3) Knowingly and unlawfully inserts or causes or permits to be 

Forgery, inserted in such register or any certified copy thereof any false 

entry of any matter relating to any birth etc. (t) ; 

(4) Knowingly and unlawfully gives any false certificate relating 
to any birth etc. (u) ; 

(5) Certifies any writing to be a copy or extract from any such 

register knowing such writing or the part of such register whereof 
such copy or extract is given to be false in any material 
particular (u) ; ^ ^ 

Forging etc. (6) Forges or counterfeits the seal of or belonging to any register 
registers etc. oflQce or burial board (u) ; 

(7) Utters etc. any such register, *en try, certified copy, certificate, 
or seal, or any copy of any entry in any such register with 
knowledge that it is false (v) ; 

(8) Knowingly and wilfully inserts or causes or permits to be 
inserted in any copy of any register directed or required by law to 
be transmitted to any registrar or other oflScer any false entry of any 
matter relating to any baptism, marriage, or burial (x) ; 

(9) Forges or alters or utters with knowledge that it is forged 
etc. any copy of any such register (a) ; 

(10) Wilfully signs or verifies any copy of any such register which 
copy is false in any part with knowledge that it is false (b) ; 

(11) Unlawfully destroys, defaces, or injures or for any fraudulent 
purpose takes from its place of deposit or conceals any such copy 
of any register (c). 

The punishment for any such offence is penal servitude for life 
or for any period not less than three years, or imprisonment for 
any term not exceeding two years with or without hard labour (ci). 


1 Den. 22. As to intent to defraud, see B, v. Towner (1872), 12 Cox, C. C. 
235; Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Vict. c. 98), s. 36; see also Non -parochial 
Registers Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. c. 92), s. 8, as amended by the Births and 
Deaths Registration Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Vict. c. 25) ; and Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 
21 Vict. c. 81). 

{t) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98h s. 36. It is not necessary that 
such entry should be made with intent to defraud, nor is it necessary (where the 
matter relates to witnessing a marriage) that the marriage shoula be legal or 
the witness a necessary witness (R. v. Asplin (1873), 12 Cox, C. 0. 391). As to 
causing a false entry to be inserted, see R* v. Mason (1848), 2 Car. & Kir. 622). 

(u) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98), s. 36; see also Non-parochial 
Registers Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. o. 92), s. 8, as amended by Births and Deaths 
Registration Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Vict. c. 25), s. 3; and Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 
Vict. c. 81), 8. 15. 

(r) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict c. 98), s. 36. If A. hands a forged certifi- 
cate of a marriage to B., an accomplice, in order that she may show it to C., tliis 
is not an uttering by A. within the section, even though B. does show it to 0. 
(R, V. Bey wood (1847), 2 Oar. & Kir. 352) ; but g^accr^ whether it is not a disposing 
of or putting off (see R, v. i\iZm«r(1804), Russ. & By. 72). 

i x) Foi^ery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98), s. 37. 

Ibid'. 

c) Ibid, These words were added to meet the case of R, v. Bowen (1844), 1 
Den. 22. 

fd) For^ry Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98), ss. 36, 37 ; Penal Servitude Act, 
1891 (54 & 55 Vict. 5* •* I* These offences are not triable at quarter 

sessions. 
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1454 . Everyone is by statute guilty of a misdemeanour who 
wilfully makes any false certificate or declaration under the Births Porgeiy. 
and Deaths Eegistration Act, 1874(e), or forges or falsifies any ^ — 7 
such certificate or declaration or order made under the same Act, or certiSIte 
knowingly uses, gives, or sends any such false or forged certificate, etc. under 
declaration, or order as true. 

The punishment for this offence on conviction on indictment is Registretion 
penal servitude for not more than seven nor less than three years, Act, i874. 
or imprisonment with or without hard labour for not more than 
two years (/). 

1455. Everyone is by statute (g) guilty of felony who forges or Forging 
fraudulently alters any licence or certificate for marriage or utters marriage 
etc. any such licence etc. with knowledge that it is forged etc. licence. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, and imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (h), 

1456. Every person is by statute (i) guilty of a misdemeanour Making falie 
who : — 

(1) Wilfully makes or causes to be made any false entry in the 

registry book of the Stationers* Company ; Cou pairy^ 

(2) Wilfully produces or causes to be tendered in evidence any 
paper falsely purporting to be a copy of any entry in such book. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment without hard 
labour, or by fine or both (/c). 

1457. Any person is by statute guilty of a misdemeanour who : — Making false 

(1) Makes or causes to be made a false entry in the register entry in 

kept under the Trade Marks Act, 1905 (1 ) ; Xrado Mar^^ 

(2) Makes or causes to be made a false entry in a register kept Act, 1905 etc 
under the Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (m), or a writing falsely 
purporting to be a copy of an entry in any such register (n) ; 

(3) Produces or tenders or causes to be produced or tendered in 
evidence any such writing knowing the entry or writing to bo 
false (o). 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment without hard 
labour, or fine, or both (p), 

(e) 37 & 38 Yict. c. 88 ; see s. 40 (2). 

If) 2hid,y 8. 40 (2); Statute Law Eevision (No. 2) Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Viet, 
c. 54) ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence is not 
tiiable at quarter sessions. On summa^ conviction the punishment is a 
penalty not exceeding £10. A prosecution or indictment for such offence 
must be commenced within three years after the commission of such oflon^ 

(ibidsf 8. 46). Any rector, vicar, curate, or officiating minister may correct in 
the prescribed mode accidental errors in a register (Forgery Act, 1830 (1 1 Geo. 4 
& 1 Will. 4, c. 66), 8. 21). 

(</) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c. 98), s. 35. 

(h) 1 hid, ; Penal Servitude Act. 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(f) Copyright Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 45), s. 12. 

I k) Ibid, The offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

7) 5 Edw. 7, c. 15 ; see ibid,y s. 66. 

m) 7 Edw. 7, c. 29. 

n) Ibid,, 8, 89 (1). 

o) TUd. 

p) Ibid. Tbip offence is not triable at qixarter sessions. 
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1458. Every person is by statute guilty of a misdemeanour who: — 

(1) Wilfully makes or causes to be made any falsification in any 
matter relating to the register of pharmaceutical chemists and 
chemists and druggists kept under the Pharmacy Act, 1868(g) ; 

(2) Wilfully procures or attempts to procure himself to be 
registered under the Pharmacy Act, 1862 (r), or the Pharmacy Act 
1868 («), by making or producing or causing to be made and 
produced any false or fraudulent representation or declaration, 
either verbally or in writing (t ) ; 

(3) Assists any other person in committing these offences (t). 

The punishment for this offence is fine, or imprisonment for not 

more than twelve months (a). 

(viii.) Instruments issued hy PuUic Officers. 

1459. Every person is by statute guilty of felony who with intent 
to defraud the King or any body politic or corporate or any persons 
whomsoever : — 

(1) Forges, counterfeits, or alters or causes or procures to be 
forged etc., or knowingly or wilfully assists in forging etc. any 
certificate of the Commissioners of Inland Revenue or any other 
commissioners acting in the execution of the Income Tax Act, 
1842 (6), or any certificate or receipt which the cashier of the Bank 
of England or any officer for receipt is by that Act authorised to 
give on the receipt of any money payable under the Act (c) ; 

(2) Utters any such forged etc. certificate or receipt (c). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for a period not 
more than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment with 
or without hard labour for not more than two years (d). 

1460. Every person is by statute (e) guilty of felony who, with 
intent to defraud, 

(1) Forges or alters any certificate, report, entry, indorsement, 
declaration of trust, note, direction, authority, instrument or writing 
made or purporting or appearing to be made by the paymaster- 
general or by his deputy, clerk or officer, or by any officer of any 
court in England or Ireland, or by any cashier or other officer or 
clerk of the Bank of England or of Ireland, or by any cashier or 
other officer or clerk of such bank, or the names or signatures or 
counter-signatures of the paymaster-general or of any such cashier 
etc. ; 


(а) 31 & 32 Viot. c. 121. 

(r) 16 & 16 Viet. 0 . 56. 

(«) 31 & 32 Viet, a 121. 

W Ihid., 8. 14. 

fa) Ihid. The imprisonment, it seems, is without hard labour; see p. 410, 
ame. This ofiFenoe is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(б) 6 & 6 Viet. c. 35. 

(c) Ibid., 8. 181. 

{a) Ihul. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(e) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet o. 98), s. 33 ; Court of Chancery (Funds) 
Act. 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. o. 44), ss. 4, 12 ; Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet 
c. 66), s. 16. 
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(2) Utters etc. any such certificate etc. knowing that it is forged 
or altered (/). 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years ig). 

1461. Every person is by statute (ft) guilty of felony who, with 
intent to defraud anyone, 

(1) Knowingly or wilfully forges or counterfeits or causes or 
procures to be forged etc., or knowingly and wilfully assists in 
forging etc., the name or handwriting of any commissioner of 
customs or of any accountant and comptroller-general of customs 
or of any person acting for them to any draft, instrument, or 
writing for or in order to the receiving or obtaining any of the 
money in the hands of the Bank of England on account of such 
commissioners ; 

(2) Forges or counterfeits or causes or procures to be forged etc., or 
knowingly and wilfully assists in forging etc., any draft, instrument, 
or writing made in form of a draft by such accountant-general or 
person (i) ; 

(3) Utters or publishes such forged draft etc. with knowledge 
that it is forged {j). 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for a term 
not exceeding five and not less than three years, or imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for a period not exceeding two years {k). 

1462. Every person is by statute guilty of felony who : — 

(1) Makes or causes or procures to be made or aids in making or 
knowingly has possession of without authority from the Com- 
missioners of Inland Bevenue and without lawful excuse any mould 
or frame or other instrument having any words, figures, marks, or 
devices peculiar to the paper used by such commissioners for 
permits or with any part of such words etc. intended to imitate or 
pass for the same(/); 

(2) Without such authority makes etc. any paper in the substance 
of which such words, figures etc. or any part of them intended to 
imitate and pass for the same are visible (m) ; 

(/) See note (e), p. 744, ante. 

(g) Forj?ery Act, 1861 (24 &2o Viot, c. 98\ s. 33 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(/i) Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viot. c. 36), s. 28. 

0 Ibid. 

(7) Ibid., 8. 28. 

(k) Ibid., 8. 28; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 00 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. Thi* 
offence is not triable at quarter sessions. See also Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 
(39 & 40 Viet. c. 36), s. 168, which provides for a penalty of £100 for making false 
declarations or for counterfeiting any document r^uired by the Act etc. This 
penalty is, it seems, recoverable summarily before justices (see ibid., s. 223, and 
Sched. C, Counts VI. to IX.). 

(l) Excise Permit Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, 0. 16), s. 3 ; Inland Revenue 
Regulation Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 21), s. 37. Wherever those words appear 
in the section, the burden of proving the excuse etc. is on the person accused 
(Excise Permit Act, 1832 (2 A 3 Will. 4, c. 16), s. 3). 

(m) Excise Permit Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 16), s. 3. 
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(8) Without such authority knowingly has possession of without 
lawful excuse any such paper (n) ; 

(4) Without such authority by any act, mystery, or contrivance 
causes or procures or assists in causing or procuring such words to 
appear visible in the substance of any paper (o) ; 

(6) Not being duly authorised and appointed in that behalf, 
engraves, casts, cuts, makes or causes or procures to be engraved 
etc. or aids in engraving etc. any plate, type, or other thing in 
imitation of or to resemble any plate etc. made by the direction of 
such commissioners for the purpose of marking or printing paper 
to be used for permits {p ) ; 

(6) Not being duly authorised etc. knowingly has possession 
without lawful excuse of any such plate etc. {q ) ; 

(7) Counterfeits or forges or causes or procures to be counterfeited 
etc. or assists in counterfeiting etc. any permit or part of a permit, or 
counterfeits any impression, stamp, mark, figure or device provided 
or appointed by such commissioners to be put on such permit (r) ; 

(8) Utters, gives or makes use of any counterfeited etc. permit 
knowing it or part of it is counterfeited etc. or any permit with any 
such counterfeited impression etc. knowing that the same is 
counterfeited («) ; 

(9) Knowingly or willingly accepts or receives any counterfeited 
etc. permit or any permit with such counterfeited impression knowing 
that the same is counterfeited (t) ; 

(10) Without lawful authority etc. makes or causes to be made, or 
aids in making or knowingly has custody or possession of any paper 
in the substance of which appear any words etc. peculiar to and 
appearing in the substance of any paper provided or used by such 
commissioners for receiving the impression of any die or any part 
of such words etc. and intended to imitate or pass for the same or 
to any such paper used for excise licences (a) ; 

(11) Causes or assists in causing any such words etc. or any part 
of them intended to imitate and pass for the same to appear in the 
substance of any paper (Z^). 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for not more 


i n) Excise Permit Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 16), s. 3. 
o) I hid,, s. 3. 
p) Ibid., s. 3 ; and see s. 2, 
y) i bid,, 8. 3. 
rS Ibid,, s. 4. 

«) Ibid, 

t) Ibid, There are similar provisions as to forging etc. certificates for 
retailers of spirits under the Liqueur Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 121) ; see ibid,^ 
8. 18. It is an offence to forge or counterfeit request notes for permits, or 
fraudulently to promise permits or to misapply them ; the penalty for such an 
offence is £500, recoverable, it seems, by action (see Advocuie-Oeneral v. Orant 
(1853), 15 Dunl. (Ct. of Sees.) 980); the offence is not made indictable (Excise 
Permit Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will, 4, a 16), s. 13). 

(o) Stamp Duties Management Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 38), s. 14 (a) ; 
Bevenue Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viot. c. 46), s, 12. 

(5) Ibid,, s. 14 (b). The provisions relating to the punishment of offences 
connected with stamp duties (including those relating to paper and implements 
used in the manufacture of paper) are applied to similar offences connected 
with postal orders (see Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 48), s. 60). 
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than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for any term not exceeding two years (c). 

1463. Everyone is by statute (d) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
without lawful authority or excuse purchases or receives or knowingly 
has in his custody or popession any paper manufactured and provided 
by or under the direction of such commissioners for the purpose of 
being used for receiving the impression of any die before such paper 
shall have been duly stamped and issued for public use, or for the 
purpose of being used for excise licences, or any plate, die, dandy- 
roller, mould, or other implement peculiarly used in the manufacture 
of any such paper. 

The punishment for these offences is imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for a term not exceeding two years (e). 

1464. Every person is by statute guilty of a felony who does or 
causes or procures to be done or knowingly aids, abets, or assists in 
doing any of the following acts : 

(1) Forges a die or stamp used by the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue (/); 

(2) Prints or makes an impression upon any material from a 
forged die (g) ; 

(3) Fraudulently prints or makes an impression upon any 
material from a genuine die (A) ; 

(4) Fraudulently cuts, tears, or in any way removes from any 
material any stamp with intent that any use should be made of 
such stamp or any part thereof©; 

(5) Fraudulently mutilates any stamp with intent that any use 
should be made of any part of such stamp (Ic) ; 

(6) Fraudulently fixes upon any material or stamp any stamp or 
part of a stamp which, whether fraudulently or not, has been 
cut etc. or removed from any other material or out of or from any 
other stamp (1) ; 


(c) Excise Permit Act, 1832 (2 <fe 3 Will. 4, o. 16), ss. 3, 4 ; Stamp Duties 
Management Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet, c, 38), s. 14 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. As to possession of forged stamps, see the Stamp 
Duties Management Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet. c. 38), s. 18 (i). As to soarca 
warrants by Inland Revenue Commissioners for such stamps, see tJtd., s. 18 (2). 
This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(d) Stamp Duties Management Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 38), s. 15 ; Revenue 
Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 46), s. 12. As to paper used for postal orders, see 
Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 60. 

(e) Stamp Duties Management Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 38), s. 16. This 
offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(/) Ibici.t s. 13 (1). “ Die ” includes any plate, type, tool or implement 

whatever used under the direction of the Inland Revenue Commissioners for 
expressing or denoting any duty or rate of duty, or the fact that any duty or 
rate of duty or penalty has been paid, or that an instrument is duly stamped 
or is not chargeable with any duty, or for denoting any fee, and also part of any 
such plate etc. (tbid., s. 27). “ Stamp” means as well a stamp impressed by 

means of a die as an adhesive stamp for denoting any duty or fee (ibid,, s. 27). 
(a) Ibid,, 8. 13 (2). 

(h) Ibid., B. 13 (3). 

(0 Ibid., 8. 13 (4) ; see B. v. Field (1786), 1 Leach, 383. 
h) Jhid., 8. 13 (6). 


(^) ibid., 8. 13 (6); see B. v. Smith (1831), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 314. 


H.L.- tX. 
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(7) Fraudulently erases or otherwise really or apparently removes 
from any stamped material any name, sum, date, or other matter 
thereon written with the intent that any use should be made of 
the stamp upon such material (m) ; 

(8) Knowingly sells or exposes for sale or utters or uses any 
forged stamp, or any stamp which has been fraudulently printed 
or impressed from a genuine die (w) ; 

(9) Knowingly and without lawful excuse has in his possession 
forged die or stamp, or any stamp which has been fraudulently 

printed etc. from a genuine die, or any stamp or part of a stamp 
which has been fraudulently cut etc. or fraudulently mutilated, or 
any stamped material out of which any name etc. has been 
fraudulently erased or otherwise either really or apparently 
removed (o). 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for not 
more than fourteen nor less than three yeajrs, and imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for any term not exceeding two 
years (p). 

1466. Anyone is by statute guilty of felony who : — 

(1) Forges, counterfeits, or alters, or causes or procures to be 
forged etc., or knowingly or wilfully assists in forging any 
contract, assignment, certificate, receipt, or attested copy of any 
certificate made out or purported to be made out by any person 
authorised by any Act of Parliament touching the redemption or 
sale of the land tax or of any part thereof (q) ; 

(2) Forges etc. or causes to be forged etc., or knowingly and 
wilfully assists in forging etc. any register of the birth or baptism 
or death or burial of any person to be appointed a nominee under 
the Government Annuities Act, 1829 (r\ or any copy or certificate 
of such register, or the name of any witness to any such certificate, 
or any affidavit or affirmation required to be taken for any of the 
purposes of that Act, or any certificate of any justice etc. of any 
such affidavit etc. having been taken before him, or any certificate 
of any person authorised by the Act to grant any certificate of the 
life or death of any nominee (s) ; 

(3) Forges etc. or causes to be forged etc., or knowingly or 
wilfully assists in forging etc. any declaration, warrant, order, or 

(m) Stamp Duties Management Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet c. 38), s. 13 (7); see 
R. Y. Allday (1837), 8 0. & P. 136. 

(n) Ihid.f s. 13 (8). As to uttering, see R, v. Collicott (1812), Russ. & Ey. 
211 

(o) s. 13 (9). As to lawful excuse, see Dichins v. Gill^ [1896] 2 Q. B. 
310. 

( p) Ihid,^ 8. 13. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. There are similar 
provisions sis to the forMg of stamps etc. in the Local Stamp Act, 1869 (32 & 
33 Viet c. 49), but under that Act the maximum period of penal servitude is 
five years (ibid,, s. 8) ; but see Statute I.aw Revision (No. 2) Act, 1893 (66 & 67 
Viet. c. 64). There are other offences relating to stemps not indictaole, but 
punishable by a fine (see Stamp Duties Management Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Viet 
c. 38), 68. 20, 21). As to the making etc. of fictitious stamps in imitation of those 
used by the Po^ Office, see Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), ss. 64, 65. 

(^) Land Tax Certificates Forgery Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, c. 143), 6. 6. 

(r) 10 Geo. 4, c. 24. 

(«) Ibid,, s. 41. 
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other instrument, or any aflSdavit or declaration required to be 
made under the Government Annuities Act, 1832 (<), or by the 
National Debt Commissioners, or under any of the provisions of 
that Act, or under any authority given them for that purpose (a) ; 

(4) Forges etc. or causes to be forged etc., or knowingly or 
wilfully assists in forging etc. any certificate or order of such 
commissioners, or of any cashier or clerk of the Bank of England, 
or the. name of any person in any transfer of any annuity, or in 
any certificate, order, warrant, or other instrument for the payment 
of money for the purchase of any annuity under the provisions of 
either of the two last-mentioned Acts, or in any transfer or 
acceptance of such annuity in the books of such commissioners, or 
in any receipt or discharge for such annuity, or for any payment 
due or to become due thereon, or in any letter of attorney or other 
authority or instrument to authorise such transfer etc. (h ) ; 

(5) Wilfully, falsely, and deceitfully personates any true and 
real nominee or nominees, cr wilfully utters or delivers or produces 
to any person acting under either of the two last-mentioned Acts 
any forged register or copy of register of any birth, baptism or 
marriage, or any forged etc. declaration, affidavit or affirmation, or 
with knowledge that it is forged etc., with intent to defraud the 
King or any person (c). 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for life or 
for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (d), 

1466. Anyone is by statute (e) guilty of felony who : — 

(1) Knowingly and wilfully forges or counterfeits, or assists in 
forging etc. the name or handwriting of the Commissioners of the 
Treasury, or any of them, to any power of attorney for the sale or 
transfer of stock, or of the Commissioners of Woods and Forests, 
to any draft, instrument, or writing for the purpose of obtaining 
any money in the hands of the Bank of England or of Ireland, or 
of any private banker, on account of such commissioners (c) ; 

(2) Forges etc. or causes to be forged etc., or knowingly and 
wilfully assists in forging etc. any draft, instrument, or writmg in 
form of a draft made by such Commissioners (/); 

(3) Utters or publishes any such draft etc. with intent to defraud 
eitlier of the said banks, or any private banker, or any other 
person (g). 


(n 2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 59. 

(a) Ibid., 8. 19. 

h] Government Annuities Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 24), 8.41; Goveiument 
Annuities Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 59), s. 19. 

(r) Ibid, 

Id) Land Tax Certificates Forgery Act, 1812 (52 Goo, 3, c. 143), s. 6. There 
are similar provisions as to the Commissioners of Customs (Customs Consolida- 
tion Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 36), s. 28 ; Government Annuities Act, 1829 
(10 Geo. 4, c. 24), s. 41 ; Government Annuities Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, o. 59) ; 
Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 98), s. 48; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1). These offences are not triable at quarter session* 
(e) Crown Ijands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 124. 

(/•) Ibid,, s. 124. 

(i) Ibid. 
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The puniBhnaent for these offences is penal servitude for not 
more than seven or less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (h). 

1467. Every person is by statute (t) guilty of a misdemeanour 
who : — 

(1) Fraudulently counterfeits any certificate of service in the 
King’s navy or any instrument purporting to be a protection from 
such service (i) ; 

(2) Fraudulently utters or publishes any such forged certificate 
or instrument knowing it is forged (k) ; 

(3) Fraudulently alters any such certificate or protection duly 
given (0; 

(4) Forges or fraudulently alters any extract from a baptismal 
register, or knowingly utters any false extract from such register, 
or any false affidavit, certificate, or document in order to obtain 
from the Admiralty a protection from the King’s naval service for 
himself or anjr other person (m) ; 

(5) Being in possession of a protection lends, sells, or disposes 
thereof to any other person in order fraudulently to enable such 
other person to make an unlawful use of it (n) ; 

(6) Produces, utters, or makes use of as a protection for himself 
a protection issued for any other person (o). 

The punishment for these offences is imprisonment without hard 
labour, or fine, or both (p). 


(ix.) Forgery with rdation to Pmsions etc. 

Uttering false 1468. Every person is by statute {q) guilty of a misdemeanour 
affidpit to in order to sustain any claim to any pay, wage, allotment, prize 

peMion. money, bounty money, grant, or other allowance in the nature 

thereof, half pay, pension, or allowance from the Compassionate 
Fund of the Navy, or other money payable by the Admiralty, 
or to any effects or money in charge of the Admiralty, or in 
order to procure any person to be admitted a pensioner as the 
widow of an oflScer of the navy — 

(1) Offers or utters to any person in the service of the Crown or 
of the Admiralty any false affidavit with knowledge that it is false ; 

(2) Makes or subscribes, or offers or utters, to any such person 
any false written petition, application, statement, answer, certi- 
ficate, or voucher, or other false writing, with knowledge that it is 
false {q). 


(h) Crown Ijands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 124; Criminal Law Act, 
1827 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, o. 28), s. 8 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), 
B. 1. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(t) Naval Enhstment Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 24), s. 3. 

(A;) Ibid, 

(l) Ibid. 

(m) Ibid, 

(n) Ibid. 

(o) Ibid, 

( p) Ibid, Queere whether hard labour could not be awarded in these cases 
as for a common law cheat (see Criminal Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. 
0. 100), 8. 29. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(q) Admiralty Powers, etc. Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet, c. 124), s. 6 ; as. 40 — 42. 
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The punishment for these offences on indictment is penal servi- 
tude for not more than five nor less than three years, or imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for not more than two years, or on 
summary conviction imprisonment with or wit^ut hard labour for 
not more than six months (r). 

1469. Every person is by statute (s) guilty of felony who:— 

(1) Forges or counterfeits, or alters, or causes or procures to be 
forged, or knowingly and willingly assists in forging etc. the 
name of any officer, non-commissioned officer, soldier, or other 
person entitled or supposed to be entitled to any pension, wages, 
pay, grant, share, allowance of money, bounty money, prize money, 
or relief due or payable or supposed to be due etc. for or on 
account of any service done or supposed to be done by any 
such officer etc. in the King’s army or other military service, 
or the name of any officer, under officer, clerk or servant of the 
Commissioners of Chelsea Hospital, or of any officer or person in 
any way concerned in the paying or ordering, directing or causing 
the payment of the said pension etc. («) ; 

(2) Forges etc. any letter of attorney, bill, ticket, order, 
certificate, voucher, receipt, will, or any other power, instrument, 
warrant, document, or authority whatsoever relating to or any- 
wise concerning the payment or obtaining or claiming any such 
pension etc. (t) ; 

(3) Utters or publishes as true or knowingly and willingly assists 
in uttering etc. any such letter of attorney etc. with intent to 
obtain the payment of any such pension etc. or with intent to 
defraud any person (a). 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for life or 
for not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than two years (6). 

1470 . Every person is by statute (c) guilty of felony who : — 

(1) Forges, counterfeits, or alters, or causes or procures to be 
forged etc., or knowingly and willingly assists in forging etc. any 
minute, copy of minute, assignment of pension, superannuation, 
or other allowance granted under the Pensions Act, 1889 (c), or 
any order, certificate, receipt, document, or authority, whatsoever, 
relating to the payment of any such pension etc. (d) ; 

(2) Utters or publishes as true or knowingly etc. assists in 


60—53 of the Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yiot. o. 98), are incorporated with 
this Act {ibtd.y s. 

(r) /6id., 8. 6. These offences are not triable at quarter sessions. 

M Chelsea and Kilmainham Hospitals Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, a 16), s. 38; 
Army Prize Money Act, 1832 (2 & 3 WiU. 4, o. 63b s* 49. It is not necessary 
that the pension etc. should be actually existing (R. v. Pringle (1840), 2 Mood. 
0. 0. 127). 
it) Ibid, 

W 

(6) Ibid . ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 56 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offenoo 
IS not triable at quarter sessions. 

(c) 2 & 3 Vict. 0. 61, 8. 9. 
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uttering etc. with knowledge that it is forged etc. any such 
minute etc., or the name of any pensioner, justice of the peace, 
guardian, parish or other officer, or any other person authorised 
or supposed or purporting to be authorised to sign any such 
minute etc., with intent to obtain or enable any other person to 
obtain the payment of any such pension etc. (e)m 

The punisnment for these offences is penal servitude for not 
more than seven or less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years (/). 

1471. Every person is by statute (g) guilty of a misdemeanour 
who, for the purpose of obtaining either for himself or for another 
any pension, payment, or relief from the Merchant Seamen’s Fund, 

(1) Fraudulently forges or alters, or procures to be forged etc., 
or assists in forging etc. any certificate or other document purporting 
to show or assist in showing a right to any such pension etc. (^) ; 

(2) Fraudulently makes use of any forged etc. certificate etc. or 
any certificate etc. not belonging to him (h). 

The punishment for these offences on indictment is penal 
servitude for not more than seven nor less than three years, or 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for not more than two 
years, or, on summary conviction, imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than six months (i). 

(x.) Documents under Merchant Shipping Act, 1894. 

1472. Every person is by statute (/c) guilty of a felony who 

(1) Forges, or fraudulently alters, or assists in forging etc. or 
procures to be forged etc. any of the following documents referred 
to in the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (k) : register code (1), 
builder’s certificate (m), surveyor’s certificate (?i), certificate of 
registry (o), declaration (p), bill of sale (q), instrument of 
mortgage (r), or certificate of mortgage or sale («), or any entry 
or endorsement required by Part I. of that Act (t) to be made in 
or on any of these documents (u) ; 

(2) Forges the seal, stamp, or signature of any document to 
which section 695 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (x), applies ; 


(«) Pensions Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 51), s. 9. 

(/) Ihid, Criminal Law Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 28), s. 8 : Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), 8. 1. Tnis offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(g) Seamen’s Fund Winding-up Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 102), s. 55. 

(h) Ihid. 

(♦) Ihid. Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet, c. 69), s. 1. This offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(k) 57 & 58 Viet. c. 60. 

I I) Ihid., B. 6. 
m) Ihid., B. 10. 
n) Ihid., 8. 6. 
o) Ibid., B. 14. 
p) Ihid., BB. 9, 26, 27, 88. 
g) Ihid., B. 24. 
r) Ihid,, B. 31. 

$) Ihid., B. 89. 
i) Ihid., 88. 19, 49. 
u) lUd., 88. 50, 66. 

X) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Viet. c. 60), 88. 66 and 695 (4) 
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(3) Tenders in evidence any such document with a false etc. 
seal etc., with knowledge that it is false etc. (a). 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, and imprisonment for not 
more than two years with or without ‘hard labour (6). 

1473. Every person is by statute (c) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
for the purpose of obtaining either for himself or for any other person 
any money deposited in a seamen’s savings bank or any interest 
thereon 

(1) Forges or fraudulently alters, assists in forging etc., or 
procures to be forged etc. any document purporting to show or 
assist in showing any right to any such money etc. (c) ; 

(2) Makes use of any document which has been so forged etc. (d) ; 

(8) For the purpose of obtaining either for himself or for any 

other person any property (e) of any deceased seaman or apprentice 
to the sea service, forges etc. or assists in forging etc., or procures 
to be forged etc. any document purporting to show etc. any right 
to such property (/) ; 

(4) Makes use of any document so forged etc. (g). 

The punishment for these offences on indictment is penal 
servitude for not more than five nor less than three years, or 
imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for not more than two 
years, or on summary conviction, imprisonment, with or without 
hard labour, for not more than six months (h). 

1474. Every person is by statute (i) guilty of a misdemeanour who 

(1) Forges or fraudulently alters any certificate of discharge or 
report of character, or copy of a report of character given under 
the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (t) ; 

(2) Assists in committing or procures to be committed the 
last-mentioned offence (k ) ; 

(3) Fraudulently uses any certificate of discharge etc. which is 
forged etc. or does not belong to him (?) ; 

(4) Fraudulently alters, makes any false entry in or delivers a 
false copy of an agreement with the crew of a British ship under 
the Act (m) ; 

(5) Forges etc. or assists in forging etc. any certificate of 
competency or an official copy of such certificate (n) ; 

Criminal Law Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 28), s. 8 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. These offences are not triable at quarter sessions. 

(a) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 60), bs. 60, 66. 

(h) Ihid.y 88. 66 and 695 (4) ; Criminal Law Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Goo. 4, c. 28), 
8. 8 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 66 Viet. c. 69), b. 1. Those offences are 
not triable at quarter sessions. 

(c) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), s. 154. 

(d) Ibid. 

(f) Ab to definition of property, see ibid,f s, 676. 

(/) Ibid., s. 180. 

ig) Ibid, 

(h) lbid,y 88. 154 and 180; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Viet. o. 69). 
b. 1. These offences are not triable at quarter sessions. 

(») 67 & 68 Viet. c. 60 ; see 8, 130 (b). See It, v. (1868), Dears. & B. 668. 

(jfc) Ibld,y s. 130 (c). 
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(6) Fraudulently uses a certificate etc. which has been forged etc., 
cancelled, or suspended, or to which he is not entitled (o) ; 

(7) Forges, assists in forging, procures to be forged, fraudulently 
alters, assists in fraudulently altering, or procures to be fraudulently 
altered, any declaration of survey or passenger steamer’s certificate, 
or anything contained in or any signature to such declaration (p) ; 

(8) In any proceedings under Part IX. of the Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1894 (^), in relation to salvage by the King’s ships, forges etc. 
any document (r) ; 

(9) In any such proceedings puts off or makes use of any forged 
etc. document knowing that it is forged etc. (r) ; 

(10) Being an officer to whose custody an original document is 
intrusted, wilfully certifies any document as being a true copy or 
extract knowing the same not to be a true copy or extract («) ; 

(11) Forges or fraudulently alters or assists in forging etc. any 
document in support of an application for wages under s. 197 of 
the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (t ) ; 

(12) Presents or makes use of any document so forged etc. ; 

(13) Forges, assists in forging, or procures to be forged, the seal 
or any other distinguishing mark of the Board of Trade or any 
form issued by the Board of Trade under the Act (a) ; 

(14) Fraudulently alters any such form (a). 

For these offences the punishment on indictment is imprisonment, 
with or without hard labour, for not more than two years, except in 
the case of the offence No. 10, in respect of which the maximum 
punishment is imprisonment for eighteen months (b). 

1476 . Everyone is by statute (c) guilty of a misdemeanour who : — 

(1) Forges the signature of a sea-fishery officer to a document 
drawn up in pursuance of the first schedule to the Sea Fisheries 
Act, 1883 ; 

(2) Makes use of such signature knowing that it is forged etc. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment, with or without 

hard labour, for not more than two years on indictment, and for 
not more than three months on summary conviction (d). 

(xi.) Transfers of Stock etc, 

1476 . Everyone is by statute (e) guilty of felony who with intent 
to defraud : — 

(1) Forges or alters or utters etc. with knowledge that it is 

1 o) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Yict. c. 60), s. 104 (o). 

p) Ibid,, B, 282. 

q) 67 & 68 Viot. o. 60. 

r) Ibid,, 8. 664 ; and see p. 660, ante, 

s) Ibid,, 8. 696 (3). 
tj Ibid,, 8. 197 (8). 

(a) Ibid,, 8. 722. 

(6) Ibid,, 88. 130, 104, 282, 664, 680, 696 (3). These offences are not triable 
f*t quarter sessions. On summary conviction, the punishment for any such 
offence is imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for not more tnan six 
months or a nne not exceeding £100 (tdtd.). 

(c) 46 A 47 Yict. c. 22; see ibid,, s. 17. 

(a) Ibid,, 8. 17 (4). This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(e) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. o. 98), ss. 2, 6, 7 ; Forgery Act, 1870 
(33 & 34 viot. 0. 68), 88. 3— -6. 
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forged etc. any transfer of any share or interest in any stock, 
annuity, or other public fund transferable at the Bank of England 
or Ireland, or in the capital stock of any body corporate, company, or 
society established by charter or by, under, or in virtue of any Act 
of Parliament (/); 

(2) Forges etc. or alters etc. with knowledge that it is forged 
etc. any power of attorney or other authority to transfer any 
share etc. of or in any such stock etc. or to receive any dividend or 
money payable in respect of any such share or interest (g) ; 

(8) Demands or endeavours to have any such share or interest 
transferred or to receive any dividend or money payable in respect 
thereof by virtue of any such forged or altered power of attorney 
etc. with knowledge that it is forged etc. (h) ; 

(4) Forges etc. or utters etc. with knowledge that it is forged 
etc. any stock certificate or coupon or document purporting to be a 
certificate etc. issued in pursuance of Part V. of the National Debt 
Act, 1870 (i), or of any former Act or any India or colonial stock 
certificate etc., or any document purporting to be such certificate 
etc., or any bond, debenture or security commonly called an East 
India bond, or any bond etc. issued or made under the authority of 
any Act passed or to be passed relating to the East Indies, or any 
indorsement on or assignment of such bond etc. (fc) ; 

(5) Demands or endeavours to obtain or receive any share or 
interest of or in any stock as defined by the National Debt Act, 
1870 (t), or of or in India or colonial stock, or to receive any dividend 
or money payable in respect thereof by virtue of any such forged 
etc. certificate etc. with knowledge that it is forged etc. {1) ; 

(6) Forges etc. or utters etc. with knowledge that it is forged 
etc. any certificate or duplicate certificate required by Part VI. of 
the National Debt Act, 1870 (t), or by any former like Act (m) ; 

(7) Wilfully makes any false entry in or wilfully alters any word 
or figure in any of the books of accounts kept by the Bank of England 
or of Ireland in which the accounts of the owners of any stock, 
annuities or other public funds transferable at such bank are entered 
and kept (w) ; 

(8) Wilfully falsifies any of the accounts of any such owner in any 
of such books (o) ; 


(/) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 2. Capital stock of a body 
corporate ” includes consolidated stock created under the Metropolitan Board of 
Works (Loans) Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet c. 102) (see ibid., s. 19; see now Local 
Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viot. c. 41k s. 40), debenture stock under the 
Local Loans Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 83) (see ibid,), and colonial stock issued 
under the Colonial Stock Acts, 1877-1900 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 59; 65 & 56 Viet 
c 35 * 63 & 64 Viet. c. 62) (see Colonial Stock Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viot. o. 69), s. 21). 
’ (g) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 98), s. 2. 
m Ibil 

\i) 33 & 34 Viet. c. 71. 

(k) Forgery Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viot c. 68), «. 3 ; Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 2i 
Viot c. 98), 8. 7 ; India Stock Certificate Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. o. 73), s. 13; 
Colonial Stock Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet c. 59), s. 21. 

(0 Ibid. 

(m) Forgery Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. o. 68), s. 6, 

?n) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 5. 

(o) Ibid.f B. 6. 
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SBOT. 4 . ( 9 ) Wilfully makes any transfer of any share etc. of or in any 

Forgery, gueh stock etc. in the name of any person not being the true and 
lawful owner of such shares etc. (p ) ; 

(10) Forges etc. or utters etc. with knowledge that it is forged 
etc. any share warrant or coupon, or document purporting to be a 
share warrant etc. issued in pursuance of the Companies (Con- 
solidation) Act, 1908 iq) ; 

(11) By means of any such forged etc. share warrant etc. 
demands or endeavours to obtain or receive any share or interest in 
any company under the last-mentioned Act, or to receive any 
dividend or money payable in respect thereof by virtue of any such 
forged etc. share warrant etc. with knowledge that the same is 
forged etc. (r). 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for life or 
for not less than three years, or imprisonment, with or without hard 
labour, for not more than two years («). 


Bngrayixig 

•took 
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1477. Everyone is by statute guilty of felony (t) who without 
lawful authority or excuse (u ) : — 

(1) Engraves or makes on any plate, wood, stone, or other material 
any stock certificate or coupon purporting to be a stock certificate 
or coupon issued in pursuance of Part V. of the National Debt Act, 


! p) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 98), 8. 6. 
q) 8 Edw. 7, c, 69 ; see b. 38. 
r) lUd.f s. 38. 

«) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. o. 98), ss. 2, 6, 7 ; Forgery Act, 1870 
(33 & 34 Viet, c, 68), as. 3, 6 ; India Stock Certificate Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet 
0. 73), 8. 13 ; Metropolitan Board of Works (Loans) Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 102), 
8. 19; Local Loans Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viot. c. 83) ; Colonial Stock Act, 1877 
(40&41 Viet. c. 69), s. 21; Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 69), 8. 38; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1, These 
offences are not triable at quarter sessions. The forging or altering of a certifi- 
cate required by the India Stock Transfer Act, 1862 (26 & 26 Viet. c. 7), or the 
uttering etc. such certificate with knowledge that it is forged etc., or the forging 
of any name, handwriting, or signature, purporting to be the name etc. of a 
witness attesting the execution of any power of attorney, or other authority to 
transfer any share or interest of or m any stock to which ss. 2 and 3 of the 
Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 98), apply, or to utter etc. such name etc. 
with knowledge that it is forged, is a felony punishable with penal servitude 
for not more than seven or less than three years, or imprisonment, with or 
without hard labour, for not more than two "years (India Stock Transfer Act, 
1862 (25 & 26 Viet, c, 7), s. 14; Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 4). 
To make a false entry in or to alter any of the books for transfer of consolidated 
stock created by the Metropolitan Board of Works or by the London County 
Council, or to falsify any of such books or to make any transfer of such stock in 
the name of any person who is not the true owner, is a felony punishable in 
the same way as the last-mentioned felonies, except that the maximum ^riod 
of penal servitude is fourteen years (Metropolitan Board of Works (Loans) Act, 
1869 (32 & 83 Viet, c. 102), s. 20 ; Local Government Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet, 
0 . 41), 8. 40 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 A 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1). The last- 
named offences are not triable at quarter sessions. As to the forgery of deben- 
tures, see p. 733, ants, and the fraudulent personation of the owners of stock 
eto. see p. 706, ante, 

(t) Forgery Act, 1870 (33 A 34 Viot. a 68), s. 6 ; Companies (Consolidation) 
Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 69), s. 38. 

(u) The onus of proof of such authority or excuse in each case lies on the 
party accused (Forgery Act, 1870 (33 A 34 Viot. o. 68), s. 6; Companies 
(Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 38). 
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1870 (a), or to be such a stock certificate or coupon in blank, or to be 
a part of such a stock certificate or coupon, or share warrant or 
coupon as aforesaid (b) ; 

■ (2) Uses any such plate etc. for the making or printing of any such 
stock certificate etc. (c) ; 

(3) Bmowingly has in his custody or possession any such plate 
etc. (d) ; 

(4) Knowingly utters etc., or has in his custody or possession any 
paper on which any such blank stock certificate or coupon, or part 
of any such stock certificate or coupon as aforesaid, is made or 
printed (e) ; 

(5) Engraves or makes on any plate etc. any share warrant or 
coupon purporting to be a share warrant or coupon issued or made 
by any particular company in pursuance of the Companies (Con- 
solidation) Act, 1908 (/), or to be a blank share warrant or coupon 
so issued or made, or to be part of such share warrant or coupon (g ) ; 

(6) Uses any such plates etc. for making or printing any such 
share warrant etc. (h) ; 

(7) Knowingly has in his custody or possession any such plate 
etc. 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen years nor less than three years, or imprisonment, with 
or without hard labour, for not more than two years (i). 

1478 . Every person is by statute guilty of felony who with intent 
to defraud : — 

(1) Being a clerk, officer, or servant of, or other person employed 
or intrusted by, the Bank of England or of Ireland, knowingly makes 
out or delivers any dividend warrant, or warrant for payment of 
any annuity, interest, or money payable at the Bank of England or 
of Ireland for a greater or less amount than the person on whose 
behalf such warrant shall be made out is entitled to (ft) ; 

(2) Being a clerk etc. employed by the London County Council 
or the person or body corporate who keeps the books of transfer of 
consolidated stock created by the Metropolitan Board of Works or 
the London County Council, makes out or delivers any stock 
certificate, dividend warrant, or document for the payment of money 
with relation to such stock for a greater or less amount than the 
person on whose behalf such certificate is made out is entitled to (Z)* 


(a) 33 & 34 Viet. c. 71. _ . 

{b) Forgery Act, 1870 (33 A 34 Viet c. 68), s. 6 ; Oompames (Ooueolidation) 
Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, a 69), s. 38. 

(c) lUd. 

(d) Ibid, 

(t) Ibid. 

(/) 8 Edw. 7, c. 69. 

(a) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 69), b. 38 (2). 

W . 

It) Forgery Act, 1870 (33 A 34 Viet. o. 68), s. 6 ; Companies (Consolidation) 
Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 69), s. 38 (2) ; Penal ^vitude Act, 1891 (64 A 66 Viet, 
c. 69), 8. 1. These offences are not triable at quarter sessions. 

(A;) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 A 26 Viet. c. 98), s. 6. 

(C Metropolitan Board of Works (Loans) Act 1869 (32 A 33 Viot o. 102)| 
s. 21 ; Local Government Act, 1888 (61 A 62 Viet c. 41\ s. 40. 
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The punishment for any such offence is penal servitude for seven 
years or for any period not less than three years, or imprisonment 
for any term not exceeding two years, with or without hard 
labour (m). 

1479. Every person is by statute (n) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
in any contract, agreement, or token for the sale or transfer of any 
share or stock in any joint stock banking company in the United 
Kingdom, constituted under or regulated by the provisions of any 
Act of Parliament, royal charter, or letters patent, issuing shares 
or stock transferable by any deed or written instrument, wilfully 
inserts any false entry of the number of such shares or any name 
other than that of the person in whose name such shares etc. 
stand in the register or book of such company. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment without hard 
labour, or fine, or both (o). 

(xii.) Hall Marks on Plai$> 

1480. Every person is by statute (p) guilty of felony who: — 

(1) Forges or counterfeits or utters, knowing it to be forged 
etc., any die or other instrument or part of such die etc. pro- 
vided and used by the Goldsmiths’ Company in London, or the 
Goldsmiths’ Companies in York, Exeter, Bristol, Chester, Norwich, 
or Newcastle-upon-Tyne, or the companies of guardians of the 
standard of wrought-plate in Shefi&eld or Birmingham for the 
marking or stamping of gold or silver wares (p); 

(2) Marks with such forged etc. die etc. any ware of gold 
or silver or of base metal (p) ; 

(8) Utters any such ware of gold or silver or of base metal 
marked with such forged etc. die etc. with knowledge that it was so 
marked ( p) ; 

(4) Forges etc. or by any means produces an imitation of or 
utters, knowing that it is forged etc., any mark or part of any 
mark of any such die etc. upon any ware of gold or silver or 
base metal (q) ; 

(6) Transposes or removes or utters, knowing it is transposed 
etc., any mark of any such die etc. from any ware of gold or 
silver to any ware of base metal (q) ; 

(6) Has in his possession without lawful excuse any such 
forged etc. die etc. or any ware of gold etc. having the mark 
of any such forged etc. die, or any such forged etc. mark or imitation 
of a mark or having a mark which has been transposed etc. (q ) ; 

(7) Cuts or severs from any ware of gold etc. any mark or 
part of mark of any such die with intent that such mark etc. 


(m) Forgery Act, 18G1 (24 & 25 Viot. c. 98), s. 6; Metropolitan Board of 
Works (Loan^ Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet, c. 102), s. 21 ; Penal Servitude Act, 
1891 (64 k 66 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(n) Banking Companies’ ^haresl Act, 1867 (30 k 31 Viet. c. 29), s. 1. The 
Act does not extend to the Bank oi England or of Ireland. 

(o) i hid. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

Ip) Gold and Silver Wares Act, 1844 (7 * 8 Viet. c. 22), s. 2. 

(q) Ibid 
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may be placed upon or joined or affixed to any other ware of 
gold or silver or any ware of base metal (r); 

(8) Places upon or joins or affixes to any ware of gold or silvei 
or base metal any mark of any such die etc. cut or severed from 
any ware of gold or silver (r) ; 

(9) With intent to defraud the King or any of the before- 
mentioned companies, uses any genuine die etc., or counsels, aids, 
or abets such offence (r). 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen years nor less than three years, or imprisonment, with 
or without hard labour, for not more than two years (s), 

(xiii.) Trade Marhs etc. 

1481. Every person is by statute {t) guilty of a misdemeanour Forging tradf 
who : — marks etc. 

(1) Forges any trade mark (0 ; 

(2) Falsely applies to goods any trade mark or any mark so 
nearly resembling a trade mark as to be calculated to deceive {t) ; 

(3) Makes any die, block, machine, or other instrument for the 
purpose of forging or of being used for forging a trade mark {t) ; 

(4) Applies any false trade description to goods (a) ; 

(5) Disposes of or has in his possession any die, block, machine, 
or other instrument for the purpose of forging a trade mark {h) ; 

(6) Causes any of the things above mentioned to be done (c) ; 

(7) Sells or exposes for sale or has in his possession for sale or 
for any purpose of trade or manufacture any goods or things to 
which any false trade mark or false trade description is applied or to 
which any trade marks or mark so nearly resembling a trade mark 
as to be calculated to deceive is falsely applied, unless the defen- 
dant proves that having taken all reasonable precautions against 
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(r) Gold and Silver Wares Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 22), s. 2. 

(s) I hid. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. CO), s. 1. Except 
as regards the last-mentioned offence, an intent to defraud is not a necessary 
ingi’edient of the offenc^Z?, v. Spittle (1902), 18 T. L. E. 436 ; see li. v. Offden 
(1834), 6 C. & P. 631), fliere are similar provisions in the Plate Assay (Sheffield 
and Birmingham) Act, 1772 (13 Geo. 3, c. 62), s. 14. These offences are not triable 
at quarter sessions, 

(^) Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet. o. 28) s. 2. As to meaning 
of trade mark, see title Trade Marks and Designs, 

(a) Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 28), s. 2 (d): “Trade 
description ” means any description, statement, or other indication, direct or 
indirect, as to (a) the number, quantity, measure, gauge, or weight of any goods ; 

(b) the place or county where any goods were made or produced ; (c) mode of 
manufacturing or producing any goods ; (d) the material of which the goods are 
composed ; (e) any goods, being the subject of an existing patent, privilege, or 
copyright, and the use of any figure or mark which, according to the custom of 
the trade, is commonly taken to be an indication of any of tno above matters. 
“ Ealse trade description “ means a trade description wnich is false in amatonal 
respect as regards the goods to which it is applied, and includes every alteration 
of a trade description, whether by way of addition, effacement, or otherwise, when 
that alteration makes the description false in a material respect ; the fact that 
a trade description is a trade mark or a part of a trade mark does not prevent 
such trade mark being a false description (ibid,, s. 3). 

(b) Ibid,, s. 2 (e). 

(c) Ibid,, 8 . 2 (f). In all the above-mentioned cases the onus of disproving 
intent to defraud is on the defendant (see ibid,, s, 2), 
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sbctt. 4. committing an ofifence against the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (rf), 
Forgery, he had at the time of the commission of the alleged ofifence no 
reason to suspect the genuineness of the trade mark, mark, or 
trade description, and gave all the information in his power with 
regard to the persons from whom he obtained such goods etc., 
or that otherwise he acted innocently (e). 

The punishment for these oflfences on indictment is imprison- 
ment, with or without hard labour, for not more than two years, 
or fine, or both (/). 

(xiv.) Miscellaneom InBirurrienta, 

1482. Every person is by statute guilty of felony who : — 

(1) Wilfully and fraudulently forges or counterfeits any certificate, 
certificate of valuation, sentence, or decree of condemnation or 
restitution, copy of such sentence etc., or any receipt required by 
the Slave Trade Act, 1824 (^), or any part of such certificate etc. (h); 

(2) Knowingly etc. utters or publishes such certificate etc. with 
knowledge that it is forged etc. with intent to defraud the King 
or any other person (h). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not 
more than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment, with 
or without hard labour, for not more than two years (i). 

1483. Every person is guilty of a misdemeanour who forges, or 
for the purposes of the Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1875 (A:), utters, 
knowing it to be forged, any certificate or any writing purporting to 
contain a warranty (1). 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (m). 

1484. Every person is by statute (n) guilty of a misdemeanour 
who ; — 

(l) Forges or counterfeits, or causes or procures to be forged etc, 
any licence or ticket directed by the London Hackney Carriages Act, 
1843 (n), to be provided for the driver of a h%ckney carriage or for 
the driver or conductor of a metropolitan stage carriage (o ) ; 

(d) 50 & 61 Viet. c. 28. 
e) Ibid., 8. 2 (2). 

/) Ibid., 6. 2 (3). These offences are triable at quarter sessions. On summary 
conviction the punishment is imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for not 
more than four months for a first offence and six months for a second offence, 
or a fine not exceeding £20 for a first offence or £50 for a second offence. 
In any case the defendant forfeits to the King every chattel, article, instrument, 
or thing by means of or in relation to whi^ the offence has been committed. 
See also p. 566, ante, and title Trade Marks and Designs. 
ig) 5 Geo. 4, c. 113. 

(/i) Ibid.y B. 10. 

(0 Ibid. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 56 Viet. c. 69), 1 . 1. These offences 
are not triable at quarter sessions. 
ik) 38 & 39 Viet. o. 63. 

U) Ihid.y B. 27. 

(m) Ibid, This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. See also title Food 
AND Drugs. 

n) 6 & 7 Viet. c. 86. 

o) Ibid,, s. 20. 
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(2) Sells or exchanges or exposes to sale or utters any such forged 
etc. licence etc. (p) ; 

(3) Knowingly and without lawful excuse has or is possessed of 
such forged etc. licence or ticket knowing it is forged etc. (q ) ; 

(4) Knowingly and wilfully aids and abets any person in 
committing any of these offences (r). 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment with or without 
hard labour, or fine, or both («). 

1485. Every person is by statute (t) guilty of a misdemeanour 
who : — 

(1) Forges or counterfeits any licence, certificate, document, or 
plan granted or required in pursuance or for the purposes of the 
Explosives Act, 1875 (t) ; 

(2) Gives or signs any such document or plan which is to his 
knowledge false in any material particular (a ) ; 

(8) Wilfullv makes use of any such forged counterfeit or false 
licence etc. (a). 

The punishment for these offences is imprisonment, with or 
without hard labour, for not more than two years on indictment, 
and on summary conviction for not more than one month (6). 

1486. Every person is by statute (c) guilty of a misdemeanour 
who : — 

(1) Forges or counterfeits or knowingly makes any false state- 
ment in any certificate of competency under the Coal Mines 
Regulation Act, 1887 (c), or any certificate of service granted under 
that Act or any Act repealed by that Act (d), or any official copy of 
any such certificate (^') ; 

(2) Knowingly utters or uses any such certificate or copy which 
has been forged or counterfeited or contains any false statement (/) ; 

(3) For the purpose of obtaining for himself or any other person 
employment as a certificated manager or under-manager, or the 
grant, renewal, or restoration of any certificate under the Act, or a 
copy thereof, makes or gives any declaration, representation, 
statement, or evidence which is false in any particular, or 
knowingly utters, produces, or makes use of any such declaration 
etc. or any document containing the same (^). 


Qj) London Hackney Carriages Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet, o. 86), s, 20. 

Ibid. The onus of proving the lawful excuse is on the defendant {ibid.). 
(r) Ibid. 

U) Ibid. There is no limit as to the term of impiisonment (ibid. ; see p. 410, 
ante). These offences are not triable at quarter sessions. Forging a mark 
identifying a motor car or a licence under the Motor Oar Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, 
c. 36), is an offence punishable on summary conviction (see ibid.^ ss. 0, 11). 
See also title Street Traffic. 

! ) 38 Viet. c. 17 ; ibid., s. 81. 

Ibid. 

) Ibid., ss. 81, 91. This offence is not triable at quarter sessione. 

) 50 & 51 Viet. c. 58. 

;) See ibid., schedule, 4. 

) Ibid., 8. 32 (1). 
n Ibid., 8. 32 (2). 

) Ibid., B. 32 (3). 
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The punishment for these offences is imprisonment for not more 
than two years, with or without hard labour (h). 

1487. Everyone is by statute (i) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
forges or fraudulently defaces or destroys any nomination paper used 
for the purpose of the Ballot Act, 1872 (i), or knowingly delivers such 
forged paper to the returning ofiScer, or forges or fraudulently 
defaces or destroys any ballot paper or the ofi&cial mark on any 
ballot paper used for the purpose of the same Act (k). 

The punishment for such offence, if the offender is a returning 
oflScer or ofiScer or clerk in attendance at a polling station, is 
imprisonment for not more than two years, with or without hard 
labour; or if the offender is any other person, imprisonment for not 
more than six months, with or without hard labour (Z). 

1488. Everyone is by statute (m) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
forges or fraudulently defaces or destroys any nomination paper 
used for the purpose of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (m), or 
knowingly delivers such forged paper to the town clerk, or attempts 
to commit any such offence (w). 

The punishment for any such offence is imprisonment for 
any term not exceeding six months, with or without hard 
labour (o). 

1489. Everyone is by statute (p) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
forges, or wilfully and without due authority alters, a telegram, or 
utters a telegram so forged or altered, or transmits by telegraph as 
a telegram, or utters as a telegram a message or communication 
which he knows to be not a telegram. 

The punishment for such offence on conviction on indictment is 
imprisonment for not more than twelve months, with or without hard 
labour (g). 

1490. Every person is by statute guilty of a felony who with intent 
to defraud demands, receives, or obtains, or causes or procures to be 


(h) Coal Mines Eegulation Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 58), s. 32. These 
offences are not tiiable at quarter sessions. See also title Mines, Minerals , 
AND Quarries. 

i t) 35 & 36 Viet. c. 33. 
k) lUd,, s. 3. 

/) Ibid. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions, 
m) 45 & 46 Viet. c. 50. 
n) Ihid,t s. 74, 

o) Ibid, This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. See also title 
Elections. 

{p) Post Office (Protection^ Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 76), s. 11 . This offence 
may be committed without intent to defraud {ibid,); “telegram” means a 
“ written or printed message or communication, sent to or dehvered at a post 
office, or the office of a telegraph company, for transmission by telegraph, or 
delivered by the Post Office or a telegraph company as a message or communica- 
tion transmitted by telegraph ” (s. 111. A telegram has also l^n held to be an 
“ instrument ” witWn the meaning oi ^e Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vioi c. 98), 
s. 38, which makes it an offence to obtain money by means of a forged instrument 
{B, V. Riley, [1896] 1 Q. B. 309, 0. 0. R.). 

( 9 ) Ibid,, 8 . 11 . This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. On summary 
conviction the punishment is a fine of not more than £10 {ibid,). See also titles 
ISLEGRAICS AND TELEPHONES. 
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delivered or paid to any person, or endeavours to receive or obtain 
or to cause or procure to be delivered or paid to any person any 
chattel, money, security for money, or other property whatsoever 
under, upon, or by virtue of any forged or altered instrument 
with knowledge that it is forged etc., or under etc. any probate or 
letters of administration with knowledge that the will etc. on which 
probate or letters of administration have been obtained is forged etc., 
or that such probate etc. has been obtained by any false oath, 
affirmation, or felony (r). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment, with or 
without hard labour, for not more than two years («). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Indictment, Evidence and Puniehment, 

1491. In an indictment for forging, altering, offering, uttering, 
disposing, or putting off any instrument, the instrument may be 
described by any name or designation by which it is usually known 
or by the purport thereof without setting out any copy or facsimile 
or otherwise describing it or its value. 

A similar description is sufficient in an indictment for engraving 
or making the whole or any part of any instrument, matter or 
thing, or for using or having unlawful custody or possession of any 
plate or other material upon which the v/hole or any part of any 
instrument etc. has been made etc. (<). 

It is usual in an indictment for forgery to allege the offence in 
one count as a forgery and in a second count as an uttering (a). 

1492. In an indictment for forging, uttering etc., any instrument, 
when it is necessary to allege an intent to defraud, it is sufficient to 
allege that the person accused did the act charged with intent to 


(r) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 38 ; see Ji. v. Itih;/, [189(i] 1 
Cl. B. 309, d C. B,, in which a “telegram” was held to be an instrument 
within the meanincr of the section. 

(») Ibid. ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 56 Vict. c. 69), s. 1. The offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(<) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98), ss. 42, 43. o i i v r j 

Tne necessity for setting out a copy of a forged instrument was first abolished 
bv stat (1832) 2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 123, s. 3, which was superseded by the Criminal 
Procedure Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vict. c. 100), bs. 6, 6 of which are reproduo^ m 
the Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98), ss. 42. 4f It eoems that the indict- 
ment even now must state what the instrument is (see It. v. nilcox (loOo), 
Euss & Ey. 50 ; and see R. v. Hunter (1794), 2 Leach, 624 ; R.y. Uirkett (1813), 
Euss*. & Ey. 251 ; R. v. Hunter (1823), Euss. & Ey. 511. , 

(a) Most of the statutes which make uttering a separate offence dosenbe the 
offence by the use of the words “ offer, utter, dispose of and put off.’* An 
indictment for forgery may be in the following form -“ The jurors for our lord 
the Kins: upon their oaths present that John Jones on the —— day of ^^rch 

in the year of Our Lord , feloniously did forge a certain bill of exchange 

with intent thereby then to defraud against the form of statute in that case 
made and provided. Second count : And the jurors aforesaid upon their oath 
aforesaid, do further present that the said John Jones afterwards to wit on the 
day and year aforesaid feloniously did offer, utter, ^spose of and put off a 
ce^ forged bill of exchange with intent thereby to de^aud, he the said John 
Jones at the time he so offered, uttered, disposed of and put off the said last- 
mentioned biU of exchange as aforesaid well knowing the same to be forged 
against the form etc.” 


7fi8 

Seot. 4. 
Forgeiy. 


Indictment 


Intent to 
defraud. 



764 


Cbiminal LA-W axd Pbocedubb. 


SlOT. 4. 

Forgery. 

KTidence. 


Prodactlon 
of forged 
document 


defraud without alleging an intent to defraud anj particular 
person (b). 

1493. On the trial of such an indictment it is therefore only neces- 
sary to prove a general intent to defraud ; it is not necessary to prove 
an intent to defraud any particular person or that any particular 
person was defrauded. It is essential to prove that the defendant 
forged or altered the whole or part of the instrument in question 
or made some material addition to such instrument (c). Such 
proof is given bv calling witnesses to show that the part which 
IB forged is in the handwriting of the defendant ; this may be 
shown by the admission of the defendant himself (d), or by the 
evidence of persons acquainted with his handwriting, either from 
having seen him write or from corresponding with him (e), or by 
the evidence of experts who are not acquainted with his hand- 
writing but who by comparing the alleged forgery with other 
writing proved at the trial to be that of the defendant’s can say 
that the alleged forgery, is his work. Evidence must be given to 
show who was the person whose signature or writing is forged, 
and to show either that there is no such person (/) or, if there 
is such a person, that he did not write the alleged signature or 
writing Q). 

It is not necessary to call the person whose signature or writing 
is forged, or to show that there was no authority to use his name ; 
it is sufficient to prove that the alleged forgery ^^a8 not in the 
handwriting of such person (h). 

The forged document must, if it is possible, be produced at the 
trial. If the document is in the prisoner’s possession, it may be 
obtained by means of a search warrant in cases in which a search 
warrant can be issued (i). If possession of a forged document has 
been traced to the defendant and the prosecution are unable to 
obtain possession of it, a notice to produce the document should be 


(b) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 44. As to the law before the 
statute see 72. v. Fowner (1872), 12 Cox, C. C. 235. In an indictment under the 
Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 98), s. 28, where the intent to defraud does 
not appear in the definition of the offence, it seems that the common law 
definition of forgery must be imported into the section and that an intent to 
defraud must be alleged. 

(c) Waldridge v. Kenntson (1794), 1 Esp. 143. See p. 249, note (p), ante, 

(d) Burr v. Harper (1816), Holt (n. r.), 420; Willman v. Worrall (1838), 8 
0. & P. 380; Warner v, Anderson (1839), 8 Scott, 384; Lewis v. Sapio (1827), 
Mood. & M. 39; Oould v. Jones (1762), 1 Wm. Bl. 384 ; R, v. Slaney (1832), 6 
0. & P. 213. 

(e) See Criminal Procedure Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 18), s. 8; R, v. 
Silverlock, [1894] 2 Q, B. 766, C. C. E. ; see R. v. Williams (1838), 8 C. & P. 434. 
It is for the judge to decide whether a person tendered as a witness is qualified 
as an expert (R, v. Silverlock, supra ; R, v. Wilbain (1863), 9 Cox, 0. C. 448; 
R. V. Harvey (1869), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 546). 

(/) See R, V. Rockier (1831), 5 C. & P. 118; R, v. King (1832), 6 0. & P. 123; 
R, V. Brannan (1834), 6 U. & P. 326. 

(y) R» T. Sponsonoy (1784), 1 Leach, 332 ; R, y. Downes (1789), 1 Leach, 
834, n. 

(A) R, V. Hurley (1843), 2 Mood. & E. 473. 

{•) See Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 23 Viot, c. 98), 0. 46. As to when search 
warrants may be issu^, see p. 309, ante. 
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served on the defendant a reasonable time before the commencement 
of the sittings of the court at which he is tried, and, if such notice 
is duly served, and proof given of such service, the contents of the 
document can be proved by secondary evidence (it). If the document 
is proved to be lost (f), or if it is in the hands of a third person who, 
bemg served with a subpoena duces tecum refuses on the ground of 
privilege to produce it, secondary evidence of its contents may be 
given (m). 

On an indictment for forging an instrument it is not necessary 
to prove any uttering (n). 

1494. The offence of uttering a forged instrument is distinct from 
but connected with the act of forgery (o). Most of the statutes 
relating to forgery contain the words “ offer, utter, dispose of, and 
put off,” and these words cover the cases where a forged instrument 
is shown or produced, although not " uttered ” in the strict sense of 
the word (a). 


{k) R, V. Hunter (1829), 4 0. & P. 128 ; R. v. Haworth (1830), 4 C. & P. 264 ; 
R. V. Fitzsimons (1870), 18 W. R. 763, C. 0. R. (Ir.); see p. 391, ante. 

U) R. V. Hall (1872). 12 Cox, 0. 0. 159. 

(m) See p. 391, ante. 

(n) See R. v. Crooke (1731), 2 Stra. 901 ; R. v. (?oa<e(1700), 1 Ld. Raym. 737; 
jR. V. Holden (1809), Russ. & Ry. 154 ; R. v. Mazagor a {I SI Russ. & Ry. 291 ; 
R, V. Hoatson (1847), 2 Car. & Kir. 777 ; R. v. Nash (1852), 2 Den. 493; 
R. V. Crowther (1832), 6 C. & P. 316. Quoere whether it is not necessary that 
there must be a possibility of some person being defrauded by the forgery (R. v. 
Marcus (1846), 2 Car, & Kir. 356). If a person is actually defrauded as the neces- 
sary consequence of the defendant’s act, that is sufiBcient evidence of the intent 
{R. V. Trenfield (1858), 1 F. & F. 43), even although the person defrauded swears 
that he believed that the defendant had no intent to defraud {R. v. Sheppard 
ySlO), Russ. & Ry. 169). If A. B., knowing that a bill is forged, utters it to 
0. D. and means that C. D. should believe it to be genuine, the jury are bound 
to infer that A. B. did it with intent to defraud {li. v. Hill (1838), 2 Mood. C. C. 30), 
even though A. B.’s intention was to take up the bill and pay for it on maturity 
{R. V. CWrc (1838), 8 C. & P. 582 ; R. v. Geach (1810), 9 C. & P. ‘199), or 
even if A. B. had a legal claim against the person defrauded to an amount equal 
to that obtained by the forgery {R. v. Wilson (1847), 1 Den. 284). If a forged 
instrument is given by a defendant to his bankers, the fact that ho has given 
guarantees to them to a larger amount than that of the instrument does not 
completely negative an intent to defraud, but the intent must be, notwithstanding 
such fact, left to the jury {R. v. James (1836), 7 0. & P. 553 ; and see R. v. Cooke^ 
supra). 

(o) 2 East, P. C. 973. 

(a) To constitute an uttering the instrument must be parted with or tendered, 
or offered or used in someway to get money or credit upon it, t.f., by moans of it 
{R. V. /on (1852), 2 Den. 476, at p. 492). The mere showing of a forged bank note 
by a person with the intent of raising a false idea of the nerson’s wealth, or the 
leaving it with another person to take care of, has been held not to constitute an 
uttering (R. v. Shukard (1811), Buss. & Ry. 200). To hand over a forged instru- 
ment as a pledge is an uttering (R. v. IHrkett (1805), Russ. & Ry. 86). A 
conitional uttering is just as much a crime as any other uttering [R. v. Cooke 
(1838), 8 C. & P. 682). If A. B., who owes money to C. D., on being pressed 
by 0. D. for payment produces to C. D. a forged receipt for the sum, but refuses 
to port with the receipt, su(i a use of the receipt is either an offering or an 
uttering within ^e Forgery Act, 1830 (11 Geo. 4 & 1 Will. 4, c. 66), s. 10 
(which 18 reproduced in ss. 20 and 23 of the Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, 
c. 98) (R. v. Radford (1844), 1 Den. 59). When proceedings were taken before 
justices against a pawnbroker to cornel him to deliver goods which had been 
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In the case of ottering, evidence most be given to show that the 
instroment was forged, bot, as in the case of forgery, it is not 
necessary to show by whom it was forged. 

The intent to defraud in the case of ottering is proved by 
evidence that the defendant ottered the forged document for the 
purpose of obtaining money or credit by means of it, and that at 
the time he so uttered it he knew that it was forged (b). 

Proof must be given that at the time when the defendant uttered 
the forged instrument he knew that it was forged. This proof can 
be given by evidence that the defendant on other occasions uttered 
or had possession of other forged instruments (c). 

1495. Every person guilty of any forgery or offence connected 
therewith not included under the Forgery Act, 1861 (d), if made a 
felony by any Act in force at the date of the passing of that Act, and 
punishable before the Forgery Act, 1880 (e), with death, or any 
person aiding or abetting such offence, is punishable with penal 
servitude for life, or for any period not less than three years, or 


pledged with him, and the pawnbroker was defended by a solicitor, who, in his 
presence, produced and handed up to the justices a ticket and said that it was 
the ticket which had been returned on the delivery of the goods, it was held 
that this amounted to an uttering by the pawnbroker (R. v. Fitchie (1857), 
Dears. & B. 175). If an instrument is produced for some collateral purpose, and 
there is an intent to defraud, this amounts to an uttering, e.y., where E. F., 
with the object of inducing G. H. to lend money to J. K. on the guarantee of 
E. F. , produced to G. H. for inspection by him forged receipts for the rates in 
respect of his house, it was held that this was an uttering within the Forgery 
Act, 1830 (11 Geo. 4 & 1 Will. 4, c. 66), s. 10. If a forged instrument is posted 
in England in a letter addressed to a person abroad, the posting of the letter 
is an uttering of the instrument in England (/?. v. FinheUtein (1886), 16 Oox, 
C. C. 107). If a person who produces a bill for the purpose of raising money 
upon it makes false representations as to the circumstances, occupation etc. of 
the acceptor, this is evidence to justify a finding that the defendant uttered the 
name of the acceptor as the name of a fictitious person, although there was a 
person actually in existence and bearing the name of the acceptor [R, v. Nisbett 
(1853), 6 Cox, 0. C. 320)* If A. with fraudulent intent hands a forged instru- 
ment to B. in order that B. may raise money by means of it, if B. is an 
accomplice, A.’s act amounts to a disposing or putting away of the note ; if B. 
is an innocent agent, A. is guilty of uttering {R, v. Palmer (1804), 1 Bos. & P. 
(n. R.) 96 ; R, V. Giles (1827), 1 Mood. 0. C. 166) ; as to principals and 
accessories, see p. 247, ante, 

(h) See R. V. Hill Q838), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 30. 

(c) R. V. ir?/;i>(1804), 1 Bos. & P. (N. R.) 92 ; R. v. Hough (1806), Russ. & Ry. 

120; E. V. Mi7?ard (1813), Russ. & Ry. 245; R, v. Rafi (1808), 1 Camp. 324; 

R, V. Balls (1836), 1 Mood. C. C. 470 ; R, v. Green {1852)^ 3 Oar. & Kir. 209 ; R. v. 
Forster (1855), Dears. C. 0. 456 ; R. v. Salt (1862), 3 F. & F. 834 ; R. v. Coldouah 
(1882), 15 Oox, 92, 0. 0. R. (Tr.) ; this is tne case even though such acts are the 
subject-matter of another indictment {R. v. Kirkwood (1830), 1 Lew. 0. 0. 103 ; 
R, V. Martin (1830), 1 Lew, 0. 0. 104 ; R, v. Aston (1838), 2 Russell on Crimes, 
6ih ed., 678 ; R. v. Lewis (1840), Archbold, Criminal Pleading, 8th ed., 365; but 
see R, V. Hodgson (1827), 1 Lew. 0. 0. 103 ; R. v. Th(mas Smith (1827), 2 0. & P. 
633 ; R, V. Frederick Smith (1831), 4 0. & P. 411 ; OriMts v. Payne (1839), 11 

Ad. & El. 131). As to evidence of what was said by the defendant respecting 

such other forg^ instruments, see R, v. Cooke (1838), 8 0. & P. 586 ; R, v. Brown 
(1861), 2 F. & F. 559. 

id) 24 & 25 Yict, o. 98. 

(•) 11 Geo. 4 & 1 Will. 4. 0, 66. 
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with imprisonment for any term not exceeding two years with or 
without hard labour (/), 

1496. There are a number of oflFences consisting of or arising out 
of forgery of particular instruments which are punishable on sum- 
marjr conviction only or for which penalties recoverable by action 
are imposed (^). 

1497. The forging, altering, or uttering of any instrument (/i) in 
England or Ireland which has been made an offence by the 
Forgery Act, 1861 (i), is none the less an offence by reason that such 
iiistrument may have been made or purport to have been made in 
any foreign country, or expressed in any foreign language, and the 
person committing such offence and any person aiding, abetting, 
or counselling him are punishable as if the instrument had been 
made in England or Ireland (k). 

1498. Where a felony has been committed under the Forgery 
Act, 1861 (Z), the court may, in addition to the punishments 
authorised under that Act, require the offender to enter into his 
own recognisances and to find sureties, both or either, for keeping 
the peace (in), 

Wliere a misdemeanour has been committed under the same Act, 
the court may, in addition to, or in lieu of, the punishments 
authorised thereunder impose a fine, and require the prisoner to 
enter into his own recognisances and find sureties, both or either, 
for keeping the peace (n). 


(/) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), s. 48; Penal Servitude Act, 
18^ (54 & 55 Viet. c. 09), s. 1. These ofEeuces are not triable at quarter 
sessions. 

{g) See Weights and Measures Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 49), s, 32 ; Weights 
and Measures Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c, 28), s. 10 ; Customs Consolidation Act, 
^876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 36), s. 168 ; Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet, 
c. 60), 8. 354; Borough Funds Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 14), s. 5; Sale of Gas 
Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Vict. c. 66), s. 14; Fine Arts Copyright Act, 1862 (25 & 26 
Vioi. c. 68), 8S. 7, 8; Manufactured Tobacco Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Vict. c. 7), 

B. 7 ; Anny Act, 1881 (44 <Sr 45 Vict. c. 58), s. 121 ; Wine and Beerhouse Act, 

1869 (32 & 38 Vict. c. 27), s. 11 ; Pedlars Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Vict. c. 96), s. 12; 
Pedlars Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vict. c. 45), s. 2; Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 36 

Vict. c. 93), ss. 44, 49; Chimney Sweepers Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. o. 70), 
s. 19; Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (^1 Edw, 7, c. 2^, s. 139; Seamen s 
and Soldiers’ False Characters Act, 1906 (OEaw. 7, c. 5), s. 1; ^rvants’ Characters 
Act, 1792 (32 Geo. 3, c. 56), s. 4, 

(h) Writing or matter whatsoever (Forgoiy Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98), s. 40), 

(0 24 & 25 Vict. c. 98. 

{k) Ibid.t 8. 40; as to accessories and venue, see p. 247, ante. A principal in 
the second degree or an accessoiy before the fact to a felony punishable under 
the Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98), is punishable in the same 
manner as the principal in the first degree. An accessory after the fact 
is punishable with imprisonment not exce^ing two years, with or without haid 
labour. A person aiding or abetting a misdemeanour under the same Act is 
punishable as a principal offender s. 49). As to principals and accessories 
in forgery» see li. v. Soares (1802), Russ. & Ry. 25 ; R, v. Davis (1806), Russ. & 
Ry. 113; R, v. Badcock (1813), Russ. & Ry. 249; R. v. Morris (1814), Russ. 
&Ry. 270; R, v. Stewart (1818), Russ. & Ry. 363; R. v. Harris (1836), 7 

C. & P. 416. 

(l) 24 & 26 Vict. c. 98. 

(m) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 98), s. 51. 

(n) Ibid, A justice of the peace has power to order search to be made for paper 
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Sect. 6. — Malicious Damage to Property. 

Sub-Seot. 1. — Malice, 

1499. Under the provisions of various statutes (o) the unlawful 
and malicious destruction or injury to property has been made 
criminal. 

A man is said to do an act maliciously/’ when he intended to do 
the very unlawful act with which he is charged, or if such act is the 
necessary consequence of some other criminal act in which he was 
engaged, or wh^re the act charged was the probable result of the 
act contemplated by the defendant, who either foresaw or ought to 
have foreseen the consequence and yet persisted in the unlawful act 
in which he was engaged (p)* ^ 

An act done out of mischief, without any formal design of 
injuring anyone, but wantonly or recklessly, may be malicious {q). 
Malice may be inferred from the commission of a reckless or cruel 
act, though the doer of the act may not have had the intention of 
causing injury (a). 


or implements employed for the purpose of forgery, upon reasonable cause being 
shown for tbe belief that any person has unlawful possession thereof , and if such 
paper or implements are found, they may be destroyed or disposed of according 
to law {ihid.f s. 46). 

(o) The most important and comprehensive of these statutes is the Malicious 
Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97). The other statutes dealing with this 
subject are Dockyards etc. Protection Act, 1772 (12 Geo. 3, c. 24), s. 1 ; Eailway 
Eegulation Act, 1840(3 & 4 Viet. c. 97), s. 13 ; Tramways Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet, 
c. 78), s. 50 ; Dmgging of Animals Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 13), s. 1 ; 
Fisheries (Dynamite) Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 65), s. 2; Monuments 
(Metropolis) Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. o. 29), s. 4; Explosive Substances Act, 
1883 (46 Viet. c. 3), ss. 2, 3; Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. o. 60), 
6 . 666 . 

[p) Where a sailor entered a ship’s spirit store for the purpose of stealing 
rum, and while tapping rum set fire to the spirit by a match which he held for 
the purpose of getting light, and the ship was destroyed by the fire, it was held 
that the sailor could not be convicted of unlawfully and maliciously setting 
fire to the ship {R, v. FauUener (1877), 13 Cox, 0. 0. 550, 0. C. B. (Ir.) ; R, v. 
Pembliton (1874), L. B. 2 C. 0. B. 119); and where a prisoner threw a 
stone, intending to strike a person, and thereby broke a window, it was held 
that he could not be convicted of unlawfully and maliciously breaking the 
window (see R. v. Latimer (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 359, 0. 0. B.). 

{q) Re Dorrowes, [1900] 2 I. R 593 (where some boys broke into a room out 
of curiosity, and did further damage in getting out, and it was held that they 
had acted wilfully and maliciously) ; R. v. Upton (1851), 5 Cox, C. C 298 
(where the defendants mischievously placed a stone between the points on a 
railway line to cause obstruction, and it was held that they were guilty of 
acting maliciously with intent to damage etc.). The placing on a railway line 
of an obstruction is “wilful” if it is done intentionally and with knowledge 
that the substance placed is likely to produce an obstruction, though not 
necessarily with, a view to upsetting a train (R, v. Holroyd (1841), 2 Mood. & B. 
339). In R, v. Preatney (1849), 3 Cox, 0, 0. 605, damage done to a field by a 
poacher’s dog was held not to be malicious injury. 

(a) R, V. Welch (1875), 13 Cox, 0. 0. 121, C. C. B. On a charge of poisoning 
horses evidence of previous administration of poison to the same horses is 
receivable to show intent {R, v. Mogg (1830), 4 0. & P. 364). If a jjoisonous 
substance is mixed with the horses’ food and given to them with the intent to 
improve the appearance of the horses, this is not an administering with intent to 
kill or injure ibid,). As to evidence of malice or intent, see R, v. Newhouli 
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It is not a necessary ingredient of any of the offences under the Saor.l 

Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (6), that the act charged should have Malldoua 

been committed from malice conceived against the owner of the Damage to 
property in respect of which the offence is committed (c). Malice Property, 

m its legal import does not mean spite or ill-will, but the wilful 
doing of an illegal act (d). 

1500. In a prosecution under the Act for an offence of which an Intent to 
intent to injure or defraud is a necessary ingredient, it is not 
necessary to allege or to prove an intent to injure or defraud any 
particular person ; it is sufficient to allege and to prove an intent 

to injure or defraud («). 

1501. A person cannot be convicted of the offence of doing Claim of 
malicious injury to property if he is acting in the exercise of a legal 

right or if he is bond acting under a supposed right (/). If a 
servant bond fide acts in obedience to a master who claims a right, 
the servant cannot be said to act maliciously, even if the master 
claims a right which he knows does not exist. The servant in a 
case of this kind can only be criminally liable if the master was 
acting maliciously and if the servant knew that the masLor was so 
acting (gf). If the accused has done more damage than he can 

E , L. R. 1 C. C. R. 344 ; R, v. Farrington (1811), Russ. & Ry. 207 ; R, v. 

(1850), 4 Cox, C. C. 335 ; R, v. Dossct (1846), 2 Cox, C. C. 243 ; R. v. 

Harru (1804), 4 F. & F, 342 ; R, r. Taylor (1851), 6 Cox, C. C. 138; R. v. 

Bailey (1847), 2 Cox, C. C. 311 ; R, v. Gray (1866), 4 F. & F. 1102; R, v. 

Grant (1865), 4 F. & F, 322 ; R, v. Ileseltine (1873), 12 Cox, C. C. 401. 

(h) 24 & 26 Viet. 0. 97. 

(c) Ibid.f 8. 58. And see R. v, Philp (1830), 1 Mood. C. C. 263 ; R, v. Newill 
(1836), 1 Mood. C. C. 458 ; R. v. Davies (18681, 1 F. & F. 69. 

(d) See MG^herson v. Daniels (1829), 10 B. & C. 263, 272, per Littledalk, J.; 

R. V. Harvey (1823), 2 B. & C. 257, 268, per Best, J. 

ie) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 60. Compare the 
corresponding provisions, as regards false pretences, of the Larceny Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), s. 88, see p. 688, ante, and of the Forgery Act, 1861 (2'4 & 25 
Viet. c. 98), 8. 44, see p. 764, ante. The wording of s. 60 makes the case of R, v. 

Connor (1846), 2 Cox, C. C. 65, no longer applicable as an authority on this 
point. It is only necessary to allege or prove an intent to injure or defraud in 
the case of offences of Which 8u<i an intent is a necessary ingredient, e.g,^ 
offences under the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. o. 97), ss. 3, 14, 16, 

24, 28, 29, 31, 32, 33, 36, 43, 45, 46, 47, 64 (see R, v. llcseltiue (1873), 12 Cox, 

C. C. 404 ; R. v. Newill (18J6), 1 Mood. C. 0. 458 ; but see R. v. Smith (1831), 

4 0. & P. 669). In an indictment under s. 3 for setting fire to the defondanvs 
own house with intent to defraud an insurance company, it is not neoessaiy to 
allege who is the owner of the property injured {R. v. NewboiUt (1872), L. R. 1 
C. C. R. 344). Queers whether it is necessary to insert this allegation in any 
indictment under the Act ; but where the essence of an offence is the unlawful 
and malicious injury of someone else’s property, and when no offence could be 
committed, if the property injured belonged to the accused, it would seem 
advisable to aver to whom the property belongs. 

(f) R, v. Rutter (1908), 1 Cr. App. Rep. 174; R. v. Twose (1879), 14 Cox, 

0. C. 327; Heard v. Coles (1891), 56 J. P. 119; R, y. James (1837), 8 C. & P. 

131 * Hamilton v. Bone (1888), 16 Cox, C, 0. 437 ; R. y. DoefoonJISSO), 9 Ad. & El. 

704 ; Leyson v. Williams (1890), 64 J. P. 631 ; Denny v. Thwaites, 36 L. T. 

628 ; and see Croydon Rural District Council r. Cowley (1909), 100 L. Tj 
441.' 

(^) R, T. JameSt supra. An indictment under the Malicious Damage Act, 
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reasonably have supposed to be necessary for the assertion of his 
right, he loses his claim to protection (h). 

1502* If a person does any act made punishable by the Malicious 
Damage Act, 1861 (i), with an intent to injure or defraud any 
other person, he is none the less guilty although he may be in 
possession of the property against or in respect of which the act 
was done (k). 

Sub-Seot. 2 ,^ Arson » 

1503. It is a felony at common law wilfully and maliciously to 
burn the dwelling-house of another (Z). 

To constitute the offence of arson it is necessary that some- 
thing should be actually consumed by fire (m), though no 
flame need be visible (n) ; charring is sufficient (o), but not mere 
scorching (p). 

The punishment for arson at common law is penal servi- 
tude for not more than seven nor less than three years, or 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for not more than three 
years (q). 

1504. By statute (r) everyone is guilty of felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously sets fire (1) to any church, chapel, meeting-house, 
or other place of divine worship (s) ; (2) to any dwelling-house, 


1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), must allege that the act was done feloniously, 
unlawfully, and maliciously (see Ji, v. Reader (1830), 4 C. & P. 245), 

{h) R. V. Clemens, [1898] 1 Q. B. 656, 0. 0. E. ; Heaven v. Crutchley (1903), 
68 J. P. 63. 

(t) 24 & 25 Viot. 0 . 97, s. 69. 

\k) Ibid. This meets the case of injuries by tenants (see ibid., s. 13, and 
Mills V. Collett (1829), 6 Bing. 85; but see R, v. Rutter (1908), 1 Or. App. Eep. 
174). 

(0 3 Co, Inst. 66, 67 ; 1 Hale, P. 0. 666 ; cited in R. v. Faulkner 13 Cox, 

0. 0. 650, at p. 662, 0. 0, E. (Ir.). It must appear on the face of the indict- 
ment that the house was that of another; the indictment must also state whose 
the house is, and the evidence must establish that the house is a dwelling-house, 
and is the house of the person named in the indictment {R, v, Rickman (1789), 
2 East, P. 0. 1034 ; and see R. v. Gland field (1791), 2 East, P. 0. 1034 ; R, v. 
Conntyr (1846), 2 Cox, 0. 0. 66); but the house of another does not include a 
landlord's house of which the prisoner is in possession under a lease for years 
or from year to year {R, v. Breeme (1780), 1 Leach, 220; R, v. Pedley (1782), 

1 Leach, 242) ; and see R, v. Connor (1846), 2 Cox, C. C. 65 ; R, v. Kimbrey (1864), 
6 Cox. 0. C, 464). If a defendant by a wilful and malicious act sets fire to his 
own house with intent to defraud, and other houses contiguous thereto are 
consequently set on fire, the defendant is guilty of felo^ (if. v. Isaac (1799), 

2 East, P. C. 1031 ; and see R, v. Faulkner, supra, per Barry, J., at p. 655). 
It is a misdemeanour at common law for a person to bum his own house, if it 
is contiguous to others (72. v. Probert (1799), 2 East, P. 0. 1030). 

(m) E, v. Russell (1842), Car, & M. 641. 

(n) 72. V. Stallion (1 833), 1 Mood. C, C. 398. 

(o) E. v. Parker (1839), 9Q.&P. 46. 

(p) E. V. Russell, supra, 

y) Criminal Law Act, 1827 Q, ^ ® f » 28), s. 8 ; Penal Servitude Act, 

1891 (64 & 66 Viot. o. 69), s. 1. offenoe is not tnable at quarter sessions. Aa 
to the punishment of statutory arson, see p. 772, post, 

(r) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Yici o. 97), ss. 1 — 6, 42. 

(«) Ibid,, a. 1. 
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any person being therein (a) ; (8) (b) to any house (c), any 
stable (i), coach-house, outhouse (^), warehouse, office, shop, mill, 
malthouse, hop-oasfc, barn (/), storehouse, granary, hovel, shed (^), 


(a) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viot. o. 97), 8. 2. It is sufficient 
to support the indictment, it' the person charged was the only ** person 
therein^* at the time at which he committed the offence (^. v. rardoe 
(1894), 17 Cox, 0. 0. 715); but the house which is set on fire must be 
m the possession of someone who lives there. When an indictment for 
setting fire to a common ^aol occupied by none but prisoners described the gaol 
as a house and alle^d in divers counts that it was in the possession of the 
gaoler and of the inhabitants of a liberty and of the justices and of persona 
unknown, and it appeared that the gaoler did not live in the gaol, it was held that 
the indictment could not be supported (if. v. Ctmnor (1846), 2 Cox, C. C. 65). But 
it appears that the prisoner could have been convicted if the gaoler’s house had 
been part of the gaol (ihid.) ; see if. v. Donnamn (1770), 1 Leach, 69; and R. v, 
KimWey (1854), 6 Cox, C. C. 464). It is also necessary that a person should be 
within at the moment when the house itself (as distinguished from an outhouse 
etc.) is set on fire (if. v. Warren (1844), 1 Cox, C. C. 68; R. v. Fletcher (1846), 
2 Car. & Kir. 215). A person charged with this offence (without any charge of 
intent to injure or defraud any person) cannot be convicted of sotting fire to 
any house” under the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet a 97), s. 3, 
since for such latter offence the intent to defraud or injure is essential (if. v. 
Paice (1843), 1 Car. & Kir. 73 ; if. v. Fletcher ^ supra), 

(h) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet o. 97), s. 3. A building 
intended for a house which is not finished is not a house within the meaning of 
this sub-section (if. v. Edgell (1867), 11 Cox, C. C. 132; if. v. St. BriavelU 
{Inhahitants) (1828), 8 B. & C. 461), nor is a building in which it is intended that 
workmen shall eat, and dry their clothes, a house within the meaning of this 
sub-section (if. v. England (1814), 1 Car. & Kir. 533). 

(c) It is not necessary that the house should be furnished (if. v. Kimhrey 
(1854), 6 Cox, C. C, 464). 

(d) The building set on fire must have been a stable at the time of the 
offence; therefore an erection originally built for and used as a stable, but 
subsequently and at the date of the fire used for another puqiose, is not a stable 
{R. V. Colley (1843), 2 Mood. & R. 475 ; if. v. Munson (1847), 2 Cox, C. C. 186) ; 
but a stable remains a stable until some intention has been shown of using it 
permanently for a different purpose (if. v. Hammond (1844), 1 Cox, 0. C. 60; 
and see also if. v. Haughton (1833), 5 C. & P. 655). 

(«) A building to constitute an “ outhouse ” must be parcel of a dwelling- 
house (if. V. St. Briavells {Inhabitants) (1828), 8 B. & C. 461 ; if. V. Haughton 
(1833), 5 C. & P. 655). Thus it does not include an unfinished dwelling-house 
where materials are deposited (if, v. St Briavells, supra) ; ora building standing 
apart from the nearest dwelling-house, and wholly unconnected therewith (if. v. 
Haughton, supra; B. v. Ellison (1832), 1 Mood. 0. C. 336) or a cart-hovel 
consisting of a stubble roof supporlod by uprights in a field at a distance from 
other buildings (if. v. Parrot (1834), 6 C. & P. 402). An erection within the 
curtilage of a dwelling-house may, however, be an outhouse though not actually 
adjoining, as a schoolroom separated from the dwelling-house by a narrow 
passage and partly covered by tne roof thereof {R. v. Winter (1815), Russ. & By. 
295), or a shed in a farmyard fenced in along with the dwelling-nouse but not 
contiguous thereto (if. v. ^faffion (1834), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 398); or a pig-stye 
opening into a yard in common with the dwelling-house and fenced m along 
with the dwelling-house {R. v. Janes (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 303 ; see also if. v. 
Ni/rth (1795), 2 East, P. 0. 1021). Where the erection is wholly unconnected 
with a dwelling-house, the actual distance by which it is separated is immaterial 
(if. V. Hammond (1844), 1 Cox, C. 0, 60) • 

(/) An unfinished dwelling-house used for the jpurpose of a bom is not a 
bam {R. v. St Briavells {Inhabitants) (1828), 8 & C. 461). A person 

wbo sets foe to a stack, as a natural and probable consequence of wnicb a 
bam is burnt, is indictable for setting fire to the bam (if. v. Cooper (1833), 5 


0. * P. 536). 

{g) An erection used for storing building material has been held to be a shed 


Sbot. 6. 
Malicious 
Damage to 
Property. 
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Sect. 5. qj fold, or to any farm building, or to any building (h) or erection 
MaliciouB used in farming land, or in carrying on any trade or manufacture 
Damage to or any branch thereof (i), whether the same be in the possession of 
Property, jjjq offender or of any other person, with intent thereby to injure 
Arwnby or defraud any person (/c); (4) to any station, engine-house, ware- 
statute. house, or other building belonging or appertaining to any railway, 
port, dock, harbour, canal, or other navigation (Z) ; (6) to any 
public building other than those above-mentioned belonging to the 
King or any county, riding, division, city, borough, poor law union, 
parish, or place, or any university or college or hall thereof, or any 
inn of court, or devoted or dedicated to public use or ornament, or 
erected or maintained by public subscription or contribution (m ) ; 
(6) to any ship or vessel whether complete or unfinished (n ) ; (7) to 
any mine of coal, cannel coal, anthracite, or other mineral fuel (o). 

The punishment for any such offence is penal servitude for life 
or for not less than three years, or imprisonment for not more than 
two years with or without hard labour, or if the offender is a male 
under sixteen years, with or without whipping (p). 


{R. V. Amos (1851), 5 Cox, 0. 0. 222, 0. 0. E. ; but see v. Munson (1847), 
2 Cox, 0. 0. 186), It makes no difference bow the erection is covered in (R. v. 
AmoSf supra). 

(h) A dwelling-house that is unfinished may be a building within the 
meaning of this sub-section (R. v. Manning (1871), 12 Cox, C. C. 106, C. C. E.), 
but quodre not if the external walls are complete (t6td., per Kelly, C.B., at 

p. 108). 

(/) See R. V. Munson (1847), 2 Cox, 0. 0. 186. ^ 

(k) It has been held tnat in an indictment for this offence it is not necessary 
to state to whom the house belongs (R. v. NtwhouU (1872), 12 Cox, 0. C. 148, 
C. C. E.). It was held in R. v. March (1828), 1 Mood. C. C. 182, that there 
must be an intent to injure or defraud some third person not identified with the 
prisoner, and therefore a wife setting fire to her husband’s house for the purpose 
of doing him a personal injury did not commit an offence under stat. (1827) 
7 & 8 Geo, 4, o. 30, s, 2, which is to the same effect as s. 3 of the Malicious 
Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97). Since the Married Women’s Property 
Act, 1882 (45 <& 46 Viet, c, 75) (see ss. 12 and 16), a husband may be found guilty 
of setting fire to his wife’s house or a wife of setting fire to her husband’s house, 
but no criminal proceedings for such an offence can be taken under that Act while 
the husband and wife are living together, nor while they are living apart as to 
any act done bv one in respect of the property of the other while they were living 
together (see ibid.^ s. 12). As to the intent to injure or defraud, see p. 769, ante. 

(Z) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c, 97), s. 4. 

(m) Ihid.<f s. 5. 

(n) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, o. 97), s. 42 A small pleasure 
boat, eighteen feet long, appears to be a “ ship or vessel ” for the purpose of this 
offence (R. v. Bowyer (1831), 4 C. & P. 559). The same penalty is provided 
{ibid.^ s. 43) where the setting fire is with intent to prejudice the owner, part- 
owner, or underwriters of “any policy of insurance upon such ship or vessel, or 
upon the freight thereof, or upon any goods on board the same.'’ This offence 
may be committed by a person who is himself a part-owner (R. v. Philp (1 830), 
1 Mood. 0. 0. 263, 272), and such part-owner may bo guilty as accessory before 
the fact {R. v. Wallace (1841), Oar. & M. 200). It has also been held that there 
may be an intent to prejudice the underwriter though no goods are **on board ” 
the vessel {R, v. WaUacet supra). As to setting fire etc. to His Majesty's ships, 
see p. 773, post. As to accidentally setting fire to a ship in the course of an 
imlawful act, seeE. v. Faulkner (1877), 13 Oox, 0. 0. 550, 0. 0. E., and p. 768, 
ante. 

(o) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vici o. 97), s. 26. 

(jj) Ihid,f 88. 1—5, 26, 42; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet, c. 69), 
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Part XIII*— Offences against Propertt. 

1505. By statute (q) everyone is guilty of felony who unlawfully Sbot. 6. 
and maliciously sets lire (1) (r) to any building other than those Malicious 
above mentioned ; (2) to any matter or thing being in, against, or Bwnago to 
under any building under such circumstances that if the building Property, 
were thereby set on fire a felony would be committed («) ; (8) who by Settiw^ 
any overt act attempts to set fire to any building or to any matter to ot^r 

or thing being in, against, or under any building (t), or to any ©to. 

ship (a), or to any mine (h) under such circumstances that, if the 
same were thereby set fire to, the offenders would be guilty of felony. 

The punishment for any such offence is penal servitude for not 
more than fourteen or for not less than three years, or imprison- 
ment for not more than two years with or without hard labour, and 
if the offender is a male under the age of sixteen, with or without 
whipping (c). 

1506. By statute (^) everyone is guilty of felony who wilfully Setting fire to 
and rnaliciously sets on fire, or causes to be set on fire, or assists 

etc. in setting fire to (1) any of the King's ships of war, 
whether afloat or being built, or begun to he built in any of the 
King’s dockyards or in private yards; (2) any of the King’s 
arsenals, magazines, dockyards, ropeyards, victualling oflices, or any 
of the buildings erected thereon or belonging thereto ; (8) any 
timber or materials there placed for building, repairing, or fitting 
out of ships ; (4) any of the King’s military, naval, or victualling 
stores or other ammunition of war ; (5) any place where such stores 
or ammunition are kept, placed, or deposited. 

The punishment for this offence is death (e). 

s. 1 ; Statute Law Revision (No. 2) Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 64). These 
offences are not triable at quarter sessions. 

(a) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), ss. 6, 7, 16. 

(r) Jbid,, B. 6. It is immaterial whether it is complete or incomplete {R, v. 

Manning (1871), 12 Cox, C. C. 106, 0. 0. R.). Rut possibly a house of which 
only the external walls are complete is not a building within the section {ibid,). 

($) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 97), s. 7. A person does 
not commit this offence who merely sets fire to goods in a house without any 
intention of burning the house or injuring the owner of the house {R. v. Child 
(1871), 12 Cox, C. C. 64, 0. 0. R. ; R. v. Nattrass (1882), 15 Cox, C. 0. 73; 

R, V. Harris (1882), 15 Cox, 0. C. 75) ; and under such circumstances, even if 
the house is burnt, he is not guilty {R. v. Batstone (1864), 10 Cox, C. 0. 20, per 
Williams, J., at p. 22 ; R, v. Nattrass^ svpra^ per Hawkins, J.), but an 
intention to bum the house may bo inferred where the prisoner knows that the 
probable result of his act will be the burning of the house, oris reckless whether 
the house catch fire or not (R. v, Nattrass, supra; R, v. Harris, supra), 

(f) Ibid,, 8. 27. As to what is an attempt by an overt act to set fire to a 
thing, see R, v. Taylor (1859), IF. & F. 511, whore a defendant knelt close to 
a stack and struck a match intending to set fire to the stack, but discovering 
that he was watched, blew out the match and went away, and it was held that 
he was guilty of an attempt by an overt act to set fire to a stack. 

(a) h&liciouB Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 8. 
h) Ibid,, 8. 44. 

(c) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), ss. 6, 7, 8, 27, 44; 

Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. Th^s offence is not triable 
at quarter sessions. 

(a) Dockyards, etc. Protection Act, 1772 (12 Geo. 3, c. 24). 

M Ibid,, 6, 1. The offences under this Act are criminal whether committed 
in Grreat Britain or in any of the islands, countries, ports, or places thereunto 
belonging. The sentences of death under this statute may be recorded. The 
offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 
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Sect. S. 
Malioioas 
Damage to 
Property. 

Betting fire 
to vegetable 
prodaoe. 

Betting fire 
to crops* 


1507. Everyone is guilty of felony (/) who sets fire to certain 
specified vegetable produce (g). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not more than three years, or imprisonment, with or without hard 
labour, for not more than two years, and in the case of a male 
under sixteen years of age, with or without a whipping (h). 

1508. Everyone is guilty of felony who sets fire (i) to any crop 
of hay, grass, corn, grain, or pulse, or of any cultivated vegetable 
produce, whether standing or cut down, or to any part of any wood, 
coppice, or plantation of trees, or to any heath, gorse, furze, or fern 
wheresoever the same be growing (k). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not nxore 
than fourteen or for not less than three years, or imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for any term not exceeding two years, 
and in the case of a male under sixteen years of age, with or 
without a whipping (1). 


(f) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 17. 

(g) Namely, to any stack of com, grain, pulse, tares, hay, straw, haulm, 
stubble, or of any cultivated vegetable produce, or of fuitse, gorse, heath, fern, 
turf, peat, coals, charcoal, wood or bark, and to any “ steer ” of wood or bark 
(ihid.f 8. i?). It is not necessary to aver that the stack was thereby burnt 

V. Salmon (1802), Euss. & By. 26), or that the prisoner then and there set 
fire to the stack (i?. v. Swatkina (1831), 4 C. & P. 548). An indictment for 
setting fire to a stack of beans or a stack of barley is good, beans being a species 
of pulse {R, V. Woodward (1831), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 323), and barley a species oi com 
or grain {B, v. Swatkina^ aupra), of which facts the court will take judicial 
notice. A mistake as to the name of the place where tho offence was committed 
is immaterial {R, v. Woodward, aupra). Material may be collected and 
“ stacked ” in a building as well as out of doors [R, v. (1847), 2 Cox, 0. C. 

186); but an indictment for setting fire to a “cock** of hay is bad, but 
the indictment would, it seems, be good if drawn under s. 16 of the Malicious 
Damage Act, 1861 [R, v. M'Eeever (1871), 5 I. E. 0. L. 86). A parcel of un- 
threshed wheat is not a “ stack ** {R, v. Judd (1788), 1 Leach, 484). A quantity 
of straw on a lorry, though it may have been taken from a stack, is not a 
“stack** of straw [R, v. Satchwell fl873), 12 Cox, C. C. 449, C. C. E.); and a 
score of faggots piled in a loft made by a temporary fioor over an archway 
between two houses is not a stack of wood {R, v. Aria (1834), 6 C. & P. 348) ; 
with regard to the material itself, a stack of flax with the seed in it maybe 
described as a stack of grain (i?. v. Spencer (1856), 7 Cox, C. C. 189, 0. C. K.) ; 
but a stack of stubble (S. v. Reader (1830), 4 C, ® P. 245), or a stack of which 
the lower part is cole seed straw, and the upper part wneat stubble is not a 
stack of straw {R, v. Tottenham (1835), 7 0. & JP. 237); nor is a stack of sedge 
and rushes a stack of straw {R. v. Baldock (1846), 2 Cox, 0. 0. 65). Straw m 
this section means straw of wheat, barley, oats and rye. 

(k) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 17 ; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The offence is not triable at quarter sessions, 
(i) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 16. 

(k) I l)id. Flax witn the seed in it may be described as grain {R, v. Spencer 
(1866), 7 Cox, 0. 0. 189, 0, C. E.). A single detached tree is not “ a part of a 
wood (/?. V. Davy (18441, 1 Cox, 0. 0. 60, decided under the corresponding words 
of stat. (1827) 7 & 8 Ueo. 4, o. 30, s. 17); but if a wood is unlawfully fuid 
malicioudy fired, the means whereby the offence is committed are immaterial ; 
therefore a prisoner is guilty if he sets fire to a summer house in a wood, and 
the wood is burnt in consequence of such act {R. v. Price (1841), 9 0. & P. 
729). 

(C Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 16 ; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (54 & 56 Viot. c. 69), s. 1. The offence is not triable at quarter 
•essiona. 
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ld09. Everyone who by any overt act attempts to set fire to Sect. 6. 
any stack of com etc. or to any crop of hay etc. (m) under such Malicions 
circumstances that it the same were thereby set fire to the Damage to 
offender would be guilty of felony, is also guilty of felony. Property. 

The punishment for such an offence is penal servitude not AttempTto 
exceeding seven and not less than three years, or imprisonment set fire to 
with or without hard labour, and if the offender is a male under 
sixteen, with or without a whipping (n). * *** 

Sitb-Sect. 3 . — Injury by Explosives, 

1510. Everyone is by statute (o) guilty of felony who unlawfully Causing 
and maliciously causes by any explosive substance (p) an explosion explosion 
of a nature likely to endanger life or to cause serious injury to 
property, whether any injury to person or property has been life etc. 
actually caused or not. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life, or for 
any term not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for not more than two years (q), 

1511. Everyone is by statute (r) guilty of felony who unlawfully Doing act 
or maliciously within or (being a subject of the King) without the with intent 
King’s dominions (1) does any act with intent to cause by an exi^ion, 
explosive substance, or conspires to cause by an explosive substance, 

an explosion in the United Kingdom of a nature likely to endanger 
life or to cause serious injury to property ; (2) makes or has in his 
possession or under his control any explosive substance with 
intent by means thereof to endanger life or cause serious injury 
to property in the United Kingdom, or to enable any other person 
by means thereof to cause such injury etc. The offence is complete 
whether or not any explosion takes place or any injury to person 
or property has been actually caused. 

The punishment for these offences is penal servitude for not 
more than twenty or not less than three years, or imprisonment for 
not more than two years with or without hard labour, on condition 
the explosive substance is to be forfeited («). 

1512. Everyone is by statute (t) guilty of felony who makes or Making 
knowingly has in his possession or under his control any explosive 


(m) See Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), ss. 16, 17. 

(n) Ibid,, B. 18; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 56 Viet. c. G9), a. 1. The 
offence is not triable at quarter sessions. to threatening to set fii'e to 
buildings etc., see p. 791, post, 

(o) Explosive Suostances Act, 1883 (46 Viet, a 3), s. 2. 

(p) As defined in s. 9, namely, ‘‘any materials ior making any explosive 
suDstance ; also any apparatus, machine, implement, or materials used, or 
intended to be used, or adapted for causing, or aiding in causing, any explosion 
in or with any explosive substance ; also any part of any such apparatus, 
machine or implement *’ ; see i2. v. Charles (1892), 17 Ck>x, 0. 0. 499. 

(a) Explosive Substances Act, 1883 (46 Viet. c. 3), s. 2 ; and see Penal 
Bemtude Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Viet. o. 69), s. 1. This offence is not triable at 
quarter sessions. 

(r) Explosive Substances Act, 1883 (46 Viet c. 3), s. 3. 

(s) Ibid,, s. 3; and see Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 56 Viet. o. 69^, s. 1« 
The offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(<) Explosive Substances Act, 1883 (46 Viet. c. 3), s. 4 (1). 



776 


CRUaNAI. Law AMD PfiOCBDUBE. 


SBOT. 6. 

HallcioQS 
Damage to 
Property. 


Accessory to 
crime under 
Explosive 
Hubstances 
Act, 1883. 


Destruction 
of building by 
gunpowder. 


substance under such circumstances as to give rise to a reasonable 
suspicion that he is not making it or does not have it in his 
possession or under his control for a lawful object, unless he can 
show that he made it or had it in his possession or under his 
control for a lawful object. 

The punishment for this oflfence is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen or for not less than three years, or imprisonment 
for not more than two years with or without hard labour, and 
forfeiture of the explosive substance (w). 

1513. Every person is guilty of a felony (a) who within (or being 
a subject of the King without) the King’s dominions by the supply 
of or solicitation for money, the finding of premises, the supply of 
materials, or in any manner whatever is accessory to the com- 
mission of any crime under the Explosive Substances Act, 1883 (6), 

Such person may be tried and punished in the same manner as 
if he had been guilty as a principal (c). 

Under the Explosives Act, 1875 (d), in the case of certain 
offences (e) against the Act, punishable on summary conviction, 
penalties are imposed and the forfeiture of certain explosives and 
ingredients is directed. 

1514. Everyone is by statute (/) guilty of felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously by the explosion of gunpowder or other explosive 
substance destroys, throws down, or damages the whole or any 
part of any dwelling-house, any person being therein, or any building 
whereby the life of any person is endangered. 


(u) Explosive Substances Act, 1883 (40 Viet. c. 3), s. 4 (1); Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. o. 69), s. 1. This offence is not triable at (quarter sessions. 

(a) Explosive Substances Act, 1883 (46 Viet. c. 3), s. 5, This offence is not 
triable at quarter sessions. 

(h) 46 Vict. 0 . 3. 

(c) Ibid ., 8. 5. As to inquiries under this Act see title Explosives. 

In an indictment under the Explosive Substances Act, 1883 (46 Vict. c. 3), 
the same criminal act may be charged in different counts as constituting 
different crimes, and the prosecutor is not to be put to his election on which 
count ho will proceed { ibid ,, s. 7 (2) ). For all purposes of and incidental to arrest, 
trial, and punishment, a crime under the Act committed out of the United 
Kingdom is deemed to have been committed in the place in which the prisoner 
is apprehended, or is in custody (t5id., s. 7 (3) ; see p. 277, ante). The Act does not 
exempt any person from criminal proceedings at common law or under some 
other statute, but no person may be punished twice for the same criminal act 

7 ( 4 )). 

Vict. 0 . 17. 

ib/d.t S9‘ 10, 13, 19, 22, 31, 32 — 37, 43, 63, 77. Most of these 

ire punishable with pecuniary penalties, but if the offence is calculated 
to endanger the safety or cause serious personal injury to any of the public or 
the persons employea in or about any factory etc., or to cause a dangerous 
accident, and was committed wilfully by the personal act, personal default, or 
personal negligence of the person accused, a sentence of imprisonment, with or 
without ham labour, for not more than six months may be imposed {ibid,^ s. 79). 
Offences under the Act may be prosecuted and penalties recovered and the 
forfeitures enforced either on indictment or before a court of summary jurisdic- 
tion {tbid.y s. 91). But a court of summary jurisdiction cannot impose a penalty 
oxce^ing J6100 or award a term of imprisonment for a longer period than one 
month. See for these offences, title Explosives. 

(/) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 97), a. 9. 


(ibid,, s. 

(d) 38 

(e) See 
offences * 
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To constitute this offence there must be an intent to destroy etc. 
a house ; a mere act of wanton mischief or assault is not within the 
statute (g). In order to “ endanger the life ” of any person it is not 
necessary that any person should receive any actual injury, provided 
he is put into peril (h) ; nor is it necessary that he should be within 
the building at the time of the danger (A). But his life must be 
endangered as a result of the damage done to the building specified 
in the indictment. Evidence of damage to other buildings which 
may be inhabited is not admissible for the purpose of proving the 
endangering of life, but is admissible to show that the explosion 
was violent and calculated to do damage (A). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
any period not less than three years, or with imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding two years with or without hard labour, and if 
the offender is a male under the age of sixteen years, with or without 
whipping (t). 

1516. Everyone is by statute (k) guilty of felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously places or throws any gunpowder or other explosive 
substance in, into, upon, under, against, or near any building with 
intent to destroy or damage any building or any engine, machinery, 
working tools, fixtures, goods, or chattels, whether or not any 
explosion takes place or any damage is caused. 

Though it is not necessary to constitute this offence that any 
explosion should take place, nevertheless it must be shown that the 
explosive substance was in a condition to explode at the time it was 
thrown (J). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment for not 
more than two years with or without hard labour, or if the offender 
is a male under sixteen years of age, with or without whipping (///). 

There are various statutory provisions under which sean^hes for 
and seizures of explosives can be made (n). 

Sub-Seot. 4. — Riotous Demolilioii, 

1516. All persons are by statute guilty of felony who, being 
riotously and tumultuously assembled together to the disturbance 

(g) B. V. Brown (1863), 3 F. & F, 821. 

\h) R, V. McOrath (1881), 14 Cox. 0. C. 598. 

(♦) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 9 ; Penal Servitude Act, 
1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(k) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 97), ss. 10, 45. 

(/) Thus, throwing or placing a bottle of gunpowder into a building without 
a lighted fuse or other means to cause an explosion would not be within the 
statute ; but placing a bundle of lucifer matches against a window would bo 
within the statute, because they are already in a condition to explode by 
contact (R. v. Sheppard (1868), 19 L. T. 19). 

{m) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (21 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 10 ; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (54 & 56 Viet. c. 69), s. 1 . This offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(n) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 65 ; iixplosives Act, 
1876 (38 Viet. c. 17), ss. 73 — 75 ; Explosive Substances Act, 1883 (46 Viet. c. 3), 
s. 8 (1). title Explosives. As to arrest without warrant of persons sus- 
pectea of offences connected with explosive substances under this Act, see 
Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 61 ; Explosives Act, 1876 
(38 Viet. c. 17), s. 78. 
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SioT, ft. of the public peace, unlawfully and with force demolish, or pull 
Malicious down, or destroy, or begin to demolish, pull down, or destrojr : — 
Damage to (i) any church, chapel, meeting-house, or other place of divine 
Property, worship ; (2) any house, stable, coach-house, outhouse, warehouse, 
office, shop, mill, malthouse, hop-oast, barn, granary, shed, hovel 
or fold, or any building or erection used in farming land or in 
carrying on any trade or manufacture or any branch thereof (o) ; 
(3) any public building, other than those specified above, 
belonging to the King, or to any county, riding, division, city, 
borough, poor law union, parish, or place, or belonging to any 
university or college, or hall of any university, or to any inn of 
court, or devoted or dedicated to public use or ornament, or 
erected or maintained by public subscription; (4) any fixed or 
movable machinery prepared or employed in any manufacture 
or any branch thereof ; (5) any steam engine or other engine for 
sinking, working, ventilating, or draining any mine, or any staith, 
building, or erection (p)used in conducting the business of any 
mine, or any bridge, waggonway, or truck for conveying minerals 
from any mine (q), 

Eridence. 1517. To support a charge of riotously beginning to demolish a 
house it is necessary to prove that the object of the rioters was to 
demolish the house, and that they would have demolished it, if they 
had carried out their intentions (r). 

Demolition means such demolition as leaves the house no 
house at all (a). It is not necessary that no stone should be left 
standing (6) ; but it is not enough that the house should be reduced 
to a dilapidated state if it still remains a house; no injury short 
of the actual demolition of the walls is sufficient (c). 

If the rioters intended to demolish the house it is immaterial 
that they acted with some further motive in view, such as to injure 


(o) These erections are similar to those enumerated in the Malicious 

Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 2o Viet. c. 97), s. 3, which imposes penalties for 
arson fsee p. 770, except that storehouse and farm building are here 

omittea. [For decisions as to the meanings of the various terms used, see 
p. 770, ante, 

( p) A scaffold raised above the bottom of a mine for working a vein of coal 
level with the scaffold is an erection used in conducting the business of a mine 
(B. V. Whiitingham (1840), 9 0. & P. 234). As to what is a riot, see p. 471, 
ante, 

(q) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, a 97), s. 11. 

(r) K V. Th(ma% (1830), 4 0. & P. 237 ; R, v. Howell (1839), 9 0. & P. 437 
(see Drake y. Footitt (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 201). These cases were decided on the 
repealed stat. ^827) 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 30, s. 8, the wording of which is reproduced in 
the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 11. If once the intention 
is proved and some act in pursuance thereof, the fact that completion of the 
intention was prevented is immaterial; but if the mob desist of their own 
accord before complete demolition, this is some evidence from which the jury 
may infer that there was no intention to demolish {B, v. Howell, supra). 
Destroying movable shop shutters is not beginning to demolish a house, as the 
shutters are not part of the freehold {R, v. Howell, supra), 

(а) B, y, Langford (1842), Car. & M. 602, 0. C. R., per Patteson, J. * 

(б) B, y, Langford, supra ; B, y, Phillips (1842), 2 Mood. 0. 0. 252 (where the 
chimney was left standing). 

(c) B, V. Adams (1842), Oar. & M. 299* 
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someone there {d) ; injury done not with the object of demolishing 
the house, but merely with a view to seizing a person who has taken 
refuge there, does not constitute the offence (e) ; nor does the 
demolition of a house in the assertion of a supposed right, although 
the demolition is accompanied by a riot (/). 

The demolition may be accomplished as well by fire as by any 
other means (g), and in such case it is not necessary that the 
offender should be indicted for arson (h). Where a house has been 
demolished by fire by rioters, a rioter who was present after the 
commencement of the demolition may be convicted as a principal, 
although there may be no proof that he was present at the time the 
fire was lighted (i). 

Persons are “ riotously ** assembled together where their 
assembly is attended with circumstances of alarm or terror to any of 
the King’s subjects (j). 

The punishment for any such offence is penal servitude for life 
or for any term not less than three years, or imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding two years with or without hard labour (k). 

1518. All persons are by statute (i) guilty of a misdemeanour Damage to 
who, being riotously and tumultuously assembled together to the churches etc, 
disturbance of the public peace, unlawfully and with force injure or rloterfi, 
damage any church or any of the erections or things specified 
above (r?i). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not exceed- 
ing seven years and not less than three years, or imprisonment 
not exceeding two years with or without hard labour (n), 

(d) R, V. TlowelJ, (1839), 9 0. & P. 437 ; R, v. Batt (1834), 6 0. & P. 329. 

(e) R. V. Price (1833), 5 C. & P. 610. 

(/) P. V. Langford (1842), Car. & M. 602, 0. 0. R. As to assertion of a 
supposed right, see p. 769, ante. See R. v. Clemens, [1898] 1 Q. B. 550, 0. 0. R, 

(g) R. V. Howell (1839), 9 C. & P. 437. 

{h) R, T. Harris (1842), Car. & M. 661 ; R, v. Whiston (1842), 2 Dowl. (n. s.) 

408. 

(i) R. V. Simpson (1842), Car. & M. 669. This is on the ground that the 
offence consists not simply in the fact of destroying a house by fire, but in the 
combined fact of riotously assembling, and during the riot demolishing the 
house. A person may be convicted of the offence who during the demolition of 
a house by fire has thrown articles of furniture into a fire which has been made 
outside the house, if the jury find that he was knowingly encouraging and 
taking part in the general design of destroying the house and furniture (P. v. 

Porria (1842), Oar. & M. 661). 

(j) Even to one person (P. v. Langford (1842h Car. & M. 602, 0. C. R.) ; see 
Field V. Metropolitan Police (Peceivcr), [1907] 2 jK. B. 853. See jK^l\,ante, 

• (k) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 11 ; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. This offence is not triable at quarter 
sessions. 

(1) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 9/1. s. 12. Any person put 
on trial for demolishing etc. under s. 11 may be found guilty of injuringunder 
s. 12 and punished accordingly. The object of s. 12 is to provide for cases 
where there is no sufficient evidence of an intention to proceed to the total 
demolition of a house etc., and where no such intent ever existed, but where 
there is a riot and injury done (Greaves, Criminal Consolidation Acts, 2nd ed., 

218). 

(w) See p. 778, ante, 

(n) MaUoious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c. 97), s. 12. This offence is 
not triable at quai*ter sessions. 

H.L. — IX 2 F 
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Sub-Sect. b.-^BemoUtim ly Tenants. 

1519. Everyone is by statute (o) guilty of a misdemeanour who, 
being possessed of a dwelling-house or other building or part thereof, 
held for any term or at will, or held over after termination of a 
tenancy, unlawfully and maliciously pulls down or demolishes or 
begins to pull down or demolish the same or any part thereof, or 
pulls down or severs any fixtures afiBxed thereto (p). 

The punishment for these offences is imprisonment without hard 
labour, or fine, or both (g). 


Dama^ng 
goods in 
course of 
manufacture 
etc. 


Sub-Sect. 6 . — Damaging Goods being Manufactured etc, 

1520. Everyone by statute (r) commits a felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously cuts, breaks, or destroys, or damages with intent to 
destroy or render useless (1) any goods or article of silk, woollen, 
linen, cotton, hair, mohair, or alpaca (or any one or more of these 
materialsmixed with each other or with another material), framework- 
knitted piece, stocking, hose, or lace in the loom or frame, or on 
any machine or engine, or on the rack or tenters, or in any stage 
of manufacture («) ; or (2) any warp or shute of the above-mentioned 
materials ; (8) any fixed or movable loom, frame, machine, 
engine, rack, tackle (t), tool, or implement used in carding, spinning, 
throwing, weaving, fulling, shearing, or otherwise manufacturing 
or preparing any such goods or articles. 


(o) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. o. 97), s. 13. As to damage 
done in the course of a riot, see p. 777, ante, 

( p) As to what persons may be considered in “ possession,” see R. v. Ball 
(1824), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 30 ; R. v. Connor (1846), 2 Cox, 0. 0. 66; R. v. JFallis 
(1832), 1 Mood. 0. 0. ,344 ; R. v. Allison (1843), 1 Cox, 0. C. 24 ; R. v. Kimhrey 
(1854), 6 Cox, 0. C, 464. As to fixtures, see title Landlokd and Tenant. 

(q) This offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(r) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 97), s. 14. The word 

“ feloniously” must be used in the indictment for such an offence {R. v. Gray 
(1864), 9 Cox, 0. 0. 417, C. 0. R, ; so also must the words “ unlawfully and 
maliciously ” {R, v. Lewis (1830), 2 Eussell on Crimes, 799). An indictment in 
such a case alleging that an offence was committed ‘ ‘ feloniously, voluntarily and 
maliciously ” instead of “unlawfully and maliciously” is bad {R. v. Reader 
(1830), 4 ( 5 . & P. 245). . . . ^ A 

(s) The process of manufacture continues until the article is fit for immediate 
sale. Therefore an article which is complete so far as manufacture and texture 
are concerned, but requires to be dyed before it will be fit for the market, is still 
in process of manufacture {R. v. Woodhead (1836), 1 Mood. & R. 549, decided 
under the corresponding words in the stat. (1827) 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 30, s. 3). 

{t) Malicious cutting of tackle is a complete offence, and it is unneoessa^ to 
aver or prove an intent to destroy or render it useless {R, v. Smith (1853), 6 Oox, 
0. 0. 198). The cords used to raise the “ harness ” or working body of a loom 
constitute tackle (ihidX Quocre, whether the cutting of the “ thrum ” (t.«., the 
ends of the woollen tnreads generally left in the machine when the cloth is 
finished) is an offence ; cutting the thrum is not cutting warp, but the fact that 
the prisoner cut the thrum may be ^ven in evidence in support of a count for 
cutting tackle'* in order to show Qiat the act was done maliciously {ibid.). 

The wording of the section is different from that of the stat. (1827) 7 & 8 Geo. 4, 
0 . 80, and the oases under that statute are no longer applicable as authorities 
for cases under s. 14 (see R. v. Clegg (1848), 8 Oox, 0. 0. 295), O^e removal of 
part of a frame without which the frame is imperfect and inoperative is 
•* damaging ” a frame, although the removed part is capable of being replaced and 
•0 making the framecomplete and workable (R, v. Tacey (1821), Russ. & Ry. 462 j 
compare R, v. Fisher (1865), L. R. 1 0. 0. 7, 0. C. R.). 
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The punishment for this oflFenoe is penal servitude for life or for not 
less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour 
for not more than two years, or if the offender is a male under sixteen, 
whipping (u). 

1521. Anyone is by statute (a) guilty of felony who by force 
enters any house, shop, building, or place with intent to commit 
any such offence. 

The punishment is the same as for the last-mentioned offence (6). 

1522. Everyone by statute (c) commits a felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously cuts, breaks, or destroys, or damages with intent to 
destroy or render useless, (1) any fixed or movable machine or 
engine used, or intended to be used, for sowing, reaping, mowing, 
threshing, ploughing, or drawing, or for performing any other 
agricultural operation (d) ; (2) any machine or engine (e), or any 
tool or implement fixed or movable prepared for or employed in 
any manufacture other than that of the goods or articles specified 
in the description of the last-mentioned offences. 

The punishment for any such offence is penal servitude for not 
more than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment 
with or without hard labour, and if the offender is a male under 
sixteen, with or without a whipping (/). 

Sub- Sect. 7 . — Destroying Trees etc, 

1523. Everyone commits a felony ((jf) who unlawfully and 
maliciously cuts or otherwise destroys any hop-binds growing on 
poles in anjr plantation of hops. 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than fourteen nor 


(m) Malicious Damage Act, 18G1 (24 & 25 Yict, c. 97), s. 14 ; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. o. 69), s. 1. 

(a) 1 hid, 

{h) Ibid, 
m Ibid,f s. 15. 

(a) Such displacement of parts of a machine as will prevent the machine from 
wortong, and may ultimately cause damage to result, constitutes “ damage" to 
a machine, although if the displaced parts be restored the machine will become 
workable {R, v. Fisher (1865), L. E. 1 G. 0. 7, 0. 0. E. ; compare R, v. Tacey 
(1821), Euss. & Ey. 452 ; and even a displacement or disarrangement of a 
machine which causes a trifling injury without preventing the machine from 
working constitutes ** damage " {R. v. Foster (1852), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 26). 

(e) The “ silling " on which a machine rests is part of the machine [R. ▼. 
Foster, supra), 

(/) Mdicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 97), s. 16. An indictment 
under this section must allege that the act was done ** feloniously " {R, v. Gray 
(1864), 9 Cox, C. C. 417, C. 0. E.). In order to constitute this offence it does not 
appear to be necessary that the machine should be pieced together and ready for 
use ; it mi^ have been taken to pieces and be in different places {R, v. Madcerel 
(1831), 4 (J. & P. 448 ; or certain parts not essential to the working may be 
wanting {R, v. Bartlett (1831), 2 Deacon, Digest of Criminal Law, 1517; a, v. 
Chubb (1831), 2 Deacon, Digest of Criminal Law, 1517 ; and see note(d), supra). 
Where a machine has alieady been so far destroyed as to be incapable of 
working the destruction of the remaining parts is not the destruction of a 
“ machine " (R, v. West (1831), 2 Deacon, Digest of Criminal Law, 1618). This 
offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(g) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 97), s. 19. 
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lees than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour, 
and if the offender is a male under sixteen, whipping (h). 

1524. Everyone by statute (i) commits a felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously cuts, breaks, barks, roots up, or otherwise destroys 
or damages (A) (1) the whole or part of any tree, sapling, or shrub, or 
any underwood growing in any park, pleasure ground, garden, 
orchard, or avenue, or in any ground adjoining or belonging to any 
dwelling-house, in case the damage done exceeds the value of £1 (Z) ; 
(2) the whole or any part of any tree etc. growing elsewhere than in 
the places above specified, if the damage done exceeds £5 (m). 

The punishment for such an offence is penal servitude for 
not more than five nor less than three years, or imprisonment with 
or without hard labour for not more than two years, and in the case 
of a male under sixteen, with or without a whipping (m). 

If the damage done to such tree, sapling, shrub, or under- 
wood (wherever the same may be growing) amounts to Is. 
at the least, the offender may be tried summarily and fined or 
imprisoned (n). But anyone who, having been twice convicted of 
this offence, again commits such offence is guilty of an indictable 
misdemeanour. The punishment on conviction of such mis- 
demeanour is imprisonment, with or without hard labour, and if 
the offender is a male under sixteen, with or without whipping (o). 

1525. It is an offence punishable on summary conviction (p) to 
destroy or damage with intent to destroy any plant, root, fruit, or 
vegetable production growing in any garden, orchard, nursery 
ground, hot-house, green-house, or conservatory. But anyone who, 


[h) Malicious Damage Act. 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 97), s. 19 ; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 09), s. 1. To constitute tne offence of “destroy- 
ing,” it is necessary to show that the plant was not merely crushed, but killed 
(/f. ▼. Boucher (1841), 5 Jur. 709) ; as to sotting fire to crops or stacks of com; 
see p. 774, ante* The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(tj ^licious Damage Act, 1801 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 20. 

(/c) In R* V. Taylor (1819), Russ. & Ry. 373, decided under a statute (9 Geo. 1, 
0. 22) which makes it an offence to cut down or otherwise destroy, it was held 
that the cutting down of trees without destroying them was an offence within 
that Act. It therefore seems that it is an offence under the Malicious Damage 
Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), to cut etc. trees although they are not totally 
destroyed. 

(Z) Slalioious Damage Act, 1801 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 20. The indictment 
should state that the damage was done “unlawfully and maliciously”; 
“ feloniously ” is not enough [li* v. Lewis (1830), 2 UusseU on Crimes, 799). 

(m) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vick c. 97), ss. 20, 21, Penal 
Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. Damage to the amount specified 
must be done all at one time {R. v. Williams (1862), 9 Cox, 0. 0, 338, 
0. 0. R.‘ (Ir.) ), and must be exclusive of consequential damage [R* v, Whiteman 
(1854), 6 Cox, C. C. 370, C. C. R.). 

(w) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 22 ; see too, ibid*, 

0. 53. 

S Ibid* The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 97), s. 23. The punishment 
is imprisonment with hard labour for not more than six calendar months. It 
is necessary in any such case to prove the intent to destroy or damage, but if 
any plant etc. is destroyed or damaged the intent may be inferred, but if there 
ie no destruction or substantial damage no offence is committed (Eley y. LyUe 
(1885), 60 J. P. 308). 
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having been convicted of this offence, again commits such offence 
commits a felony (q). 

The punishment for such felony is penal servitude for not more 
than five nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for two years, and if the offender is a male, with or 
without a whipping (r). 

Sub-Sect. 8. — Injuries to Mines etc. 

1526 . Everyone by statute («) commits a felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously (1) causes water to be con^yed or run into any 
mine or subterranean passage communicating therewith with intent 
thereby to destroy or injure such mine, or hinder or delay the working 
thereof {t) ; (2) with the like intent fills up, obstructs, or damages 
with intent to destroy, obstruct, or render useless any airway, 
waterway, drain, pit, level, or shaft of or belonging to any mine {t ) ; 
(3) pulls down or destroys or damages with intent to destroy or 
render useless any steam engine (a) or other engine for sinking, 
draining, ventilating, or working or assisting in sinking, draining, 
ventilating, or working any mine, or any appliance or apparatus in 
connection with any such steam engine or other engine, or any 
staith, building, or erection {h) used in conducting the business of 




Malicious Damage Act, 18G1 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 23. 

Ibid.; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The offence 
is triable at quarter sessions. The offence of unlawfully and maliciously 
destroying etc. any cultivated root used for the food of man or beast op for 
medicine, distilling or dyeing, or for or in the course of any manufacture, and 
growing in any land, open or inclosed, not being a garden, orchard or nursery 
ground, is only punishable on summary conviction (Malicious Damage Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 24). The offence of unlawfully and maliciously cutting, 
beating, throwing down, or destroying any fence of any description, or any wall, 
stile, or gate, or part thereof, is also punishable only on summary conviction 
(ihid.y 8. 25). 

(s) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 29. 

(Q This provision does not extend to any damage committed underground by 
any owner of any adjoining mine in working the same, or by dny person 
duly employed in such working (Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet. c. 97), s. 2^. As to setting fire to mines, see p. 772, ante. In R. v. Jones 
(1843), 2 Mood. (J. 0. 293, in an indictment under the stat. 7 & 8 Geo. 4, o. 30, 
s. 6, it was held that the mine might be laid as the property of the person in 
possession of and working it, though only an agent for others. Quare whether 
in an indictment under the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), 
it is necessary to allege or prove whose the property injured is (see R. v. New- 
boult (1872), 12 Cox, U. 0. 148, 0. 0. R.). A person who closes the airway of a 
mine in the exercise of a supposed right does not commit a criminal offence, for 
in such case he cannot be said to be acting maliciously (B. v. Matthews (1876), 

14 Cox, 0. 0. 5). i. 1 T • v 

A servant who closes such airway under orders of his master, believing Jus 
master’s allegation that he has a right so to close it, does not cominit a criminal 
offence, even though the master knows he has no such right, but if the servant 
knows that the master is acting maliciously he is guilty of the offence (R. v. 

James (1837), 8 C. & P. 131). u . 

(а) Damage to a cylinder (known as a drum ) which a steam engine causco 

to revolve and take up rope is not damage to the steam en^ne [R. v. Whxtting^ 
ham (1840), 9 0. & P. 234) To set a steam engine going without the machinery 
beinff attached, so that the engine works with great velocity and is damaged, is 
to damage the steam engine {R. v. Norris (1840), 9 0. & P. 241 ). ... 

(б) A scaffold erected above the bottom of a mine for working a vein of coal 
on a level with the scaffold is an erection used in conducting the business of a 
mine (R. v. miUingkarn (1840), 9 0. & P. 234). 
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any mine, or any bridge, waggonway or trunk for conve^g 
minerals from any mine, whether such engine, staith, building, 
erection, bridge, waggonway, or trunk be completed or in an 
unfinished state (c) ; or (4) who unlawfully and maliciously stops, 
obstructs, or hinders the working of such steam or other engine, 
appliance, or apparatus, with intent thereby to destroy or damage 
any mine, or hinder, obstruct, or delay its working (d) ; (6) wholly 
or partially cuts through, severs, breaks, or unfastens, or damages, 
with intent to destroy or render useless, any rope, chain, or tackle 
(of whatsoever material) used in any mine, or in or upon any 
inclined plane, railway, or other way, or other work whatsoever, in 
anywise belonging or appertaining to, or connected with, or 
employed in any mine or the working or business thereof. 

The punishment for any such offence is penal servitude for not 
more than seven or not less than three years, or imprisonment, 
with or without hard labour, for not more than two years, and if 
the offender is a male, with or without a whipping (e). 

Sub-Sect. 9. — Injuries to Seabanks etc. 

1527. Everyone by statute (/) commits a felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously breaks down, or cuts down, or otherwise damages 
or destroys, any seabank or seawall, or the bank, dam, or 
wall of or belonging to any river, canal, drain, reservoir, pool, or 
marsh, whereby any land or building shall be or be in danger of 
being overflowed or damaged ; (2) throws, breaks, or cuts down, 
levels, undermines, or otherwise destroys any quay, wharf, jetty, 
lock, sluice, floodgate, weir, tunnel, towing-path, drain, watercourse, 
or other work belonging to any port, harbour, dock, or reservoir, or 
on or belonging to any navigable river or canal. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for not 
less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard labour, 
and if the offender is a male under sixteen, with or without 
whipping ig). 

1528. Everyone by statute (h) commits a felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously cuts off, draws up, or removes any piles, chalk, or 
other materials, fixed in the ground and used for securing any seabank 
or seawall, or the bank, dam, or wall of any river, canal, drain, 
aqueduct, marsh, reservoir, pool, port, harbour, dock, quay, wharf, 
jetty, or lock, or opens or draws up any floodgate or sluice, or does 
any other injury or mischief to any navigable river or canal with 
intent, and so as thereby to obstruct or prevent the carrying on, 
completing, or maintaining the navigation thereof. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 


(c) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 97), s. 29. 

(4 Ibid. 

(e) Ibid., ss. 28, 29 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 A 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. 
The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(/) Msdidous Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viot. c. 97), s. 30. 

(^) Ibid . ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. o. 69), s. 1. The offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(h) Ibid., 8. 31. 
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without hard labour, and if the offender is a male under sixteen Bkot. 5. 
years of age, a whipping (i). Malicious 

1529 . Any person is by statute (k) guilty of amisdemeanour (1) who ^ftoperty.* 

unlawfully and maliciously cuts through, breaks down, or otherwise — 
destroys any dam, floodgate, or sluice of any flshpond, or water * 

which is jjrivate property, or in which there is any private right of 

fishery, with intent to take or destroy, or so as to cause the lose or 
destruction of the fish therein, or puts any lime or other noxious 
material in any such pond or water, or in any salmon river (Z), with 
intent to destroy any fish that may there be or may thereafter be 
put therein ; (2) cuts through, breaks down or otherwise destroys 
or injures the dam or floodgate of any mill-pond, reservoir, or pool. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour, and if the offender is a male under sixteen, 
with or without a whipping (ni). 

Sub-Sect. 10. — Injuries to Bridget etc, 

1530 . Everyone by statute (n) commits a felony who unlawfully Ds^troying 
and maliciously (1) pulls or throws down, or in anywise destroys, etc* 
any bridge, whether over any stream of water or not, viaduct, or 
aqueduct, over or under which any highway, railway, or canal shall 

pass ; or (2) does any injury with intent to render, and so as in 
tact to render, such bridge, viaduct, or aqueduct, or the highway, 

(t) Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yict. o. 69), s.^ 1, An Act of Parlia- 
ment making it an offence to place an obstruction within ten feet of high-water 
mark of a haven only applies to an obstruction in a place where a right of wav 
exists, and does not take away the rights of individuals where there is no such 
right of way {Harrod v. Worship (1861), 1 B. & S. 381). 

(k) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. o. 97), s. 32 ; Salmon Fishery 
Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. o. 71), s. 13; and see title Fisheries. 

(l) See Salmon Fishery Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. c. 71), s. 13, and JR. v. Vasey, 

[1905] 2 K. B. 748, 0. 0. E. 

(m) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 97), s. 32 ; Salmon Fishery 
Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. c. 71), a 13 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yict. 
c. 69), s. 1. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. Persons also incur 
penalties under the Salmon Fishery Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. o. 109), s. 5, who, 
otherwise than in the exercise of any right, cause or knowingly permit to flow, 
or put or knowingly permit to be put, into any waters containing salmon, or 
any tributaries thereof, any liquid or solid matter to such an extent as to cause 
the waters to poison or kill the fish. Even where a person does any such act in 

E ance of a legal right he must use reasonable means to render such matter 
ess. The Act is not intended either to prevent a person from acquiring a 
legal right, or to legalise any act or default which but for this Act would be a 
nuisance {ibid,); these penalties are recoverable on summary conviction. 

Penalties recoverable on summary conviction are also incurred by persons who 
use dynamite or other explosive substance to catch or destroy fish either in a 
public fishery or in any private water. See Fisheries (Dynamite) Act, 1877 
(40 & 41 Yict. 0 . 65), s. 2 ; Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yict. c. 39), 

B, 12, The manufacture, sale, or exposing for sale at any place within the British 
Islands of any instrument serving only or intended to damage or destroy fishing 
implements by cutting or otherwise is also punishable on summary conviction 
(Sea Fisheries Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Yict. o. 22), s. 9). See also title Fisheries. 

(n) MaHcious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. o. 97), s. 33 ; Penal Servitude 
Act ^ 1891 (54 & 55 Yict o. 69), s. 1. The offence is not triable at q^iarter 
sesinons. ^ also title Highways, Stebsts, aed BRinaBS. 
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BXOT. 6. 

Mallcioas 
Damage to 
Proiterty. 


Destroying 
toU-bm eta 


Obstructing 

railways. 


railway, or canal passing over or under the same, or any pari 
thereof, dangerous or impassable. 

The punishment for such offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour, and if the offender is a male under sixteen, with or 
without a whipping (o). 

1631. Everyone is by statute (p) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
unlawfully and maliciously throws down, levels, or otherwise 
destroys in whole or in part any turnpike, gate, or toll-bar, wall, 
chain, rail, post, bar, or other fence (q) belonging thereto, or set up 
to prevent passengers passing by without paying any statutory toll, 
or any house, building, or weighing engine erected for the better 
collection, ascertainment, or security of any such toll. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment with or without 
hard labour, or fine, or both (r). 

Sub-Seot. 11. — Injuries to Railway s» 

1632. Everyone by statute (s) commits a felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously puts, places, casts, or throws upon or across any 
railway, whether public or private (a), any wood, stone, or other 
matter or thing ; or takes up, removes, or displaces any rail, sleeper, 
or other thing belonging to any railway ; or turns, moves, or diverts 
any points or other machinery belonging to any railway ; or makes 
or shows, hides, or removes any signal or light on or near any 
railway ; or does or causes to be done any other act with intent to 
obstruct, upset, overthrow, injure, or destroy any engine, * tender, 
carriage, or truck using such railway (6). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour, and if the offender is a male under sixteen, a whipping (c). 


fo) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Yict. c. 97), s. 33. 
tp) Ihid,^ 8. 34, Since the passing of the Act turnpike roads have almost if 
not entirely ceased to exist, but the provisions of the section may still be of 
practical importance with regard to tolPbars, toll-houses, weighing machines etc. 
(q\ Ibid, 

(r) The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(a) Ibid,f 8. 36. 

(а) O'Oorman v. Sweet (1890), 64 J. P. 663. 

(б) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Yict. o. 97), s. 35. Such an act done 
out of mischief, without the design of injuring anyone, may be malicious (i2. v. 
Upton (1861), 6 Cox, 0. 0. 298). As to malice generally, see p. 768, ante, A 
master is liable for the acts of his servants if he stands by while such acts are 
being done and encourages or orders them to do such acts {Roberts v. Preston 
(1860), 9 0. B. (n. b.) 208). Anyone who without lawful excuse (the proof 
whereof lies on the defendant) interferes with, removes, or alters any part of a 
tramway, or of the works connected therewith ; or places or throws any stones, 
dirt, wood, refuse, or other material on any part of a tramway ; or does or causes 
to be done anything in such manner as to obstruct any carriage iming a tram- 
way or to endanger the lives of persons therein or thereon, or knowingly mds or 
assists in the doing of any such thing, is liable on summary conviction ^ 
addition to any proceeding by way of indictment or otherwise to which he 
may be subject) lo a penalty not exceeding £6 (Tramways Act, 1870 (33 ft 84 
Yict. c. 78), s. 60), And see title Tkamways and Light Eailwats. 

(c) Mahcious Dainage Act, 1861 (24 ft 26 Yict. o. 97), s. 35 ; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (54 ft 55 Yict a 69), s. 1. The offenoe is not triable at quarter sessions 
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1533. Everyone is by statute (d) guilty of a misdemeanour who by bkot. 5. 

any unlawful act, wilful omission, or neglect, obstructs, or causes to Malicious 
be obstructed, any engine or carriage using any railway, or aids or Damage to 
assists therein. Property. 

The punishment is imprisonment not exceeding two years, with obsti^nir 
or without hard labour (e). trains. * 

Sub-Sect. 12. — Injuries to Telegraphs, 

1534. Everyone is by statute (/) guilty of a misdemeanour who injury to 
^lawfully and maliciously cuts, breaks, throws down, destroys, telegraphic 
injures, or removes any battery, machinery, wire, cable, post, or 

other matter or thing being part of, or used in or about the work- 
ing of any electric or magnetic telegraph ; or prevents or obstructs 
in any manner the sending, conveyance, or delivery of any com- 
munication by any such telegraph. 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment not exceeding 
two years, with or without hard labour (/;). 

Sub-Sect. 13. — Destroying Articles in Public Museum, 

1535. Everyone is by statute (h) guilty of a misdemeanour who Destroying 
unlawfully and maliciously destroys or damages (1) any book, manu- books etc. 
script, picture, print, statue, bust, or vase, or other article or thing 

kept for the purposes of art, science, or literature, or as an object of 
curiosity in any public museum, gallery, cabinet, library, or other 
repository which is either at all times, or from time to time, 
open to the public or any considerable number of persons by 
permission of the proprietor or by payment of money; (2) any 
picture, statue, monument, or other memorial of the dead, painted 
glass or other ornament or work of art in any church, chapel, or 


(d) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 36. 

(c) 1 hid. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. See also Eailway Regu- 
lation Act, 1840 (3 4 Viet. c. 97), ss. 13, 14, 16. As to offences by railway 

servants and other persons upon railways, see title Railways and Canals. 
The offence of obstructing under s. 36 of the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet. 0. 97), is committed by any person who, otherwise than by accident, leaves 
on a railway line any substance hkely to cause an obstruction, though his object 
may not have been to create such obstruction, but merely to give the company’s 
servants the trouble of removing the obstruction (li. v. Hdroyd (1841),* 2 
Mood. & B. 339), or though the line may not yet be open to the public, and 
though no actual obstruction may have taken place (see R. v. Bradford (1860), 
8 Cox, C. C. 309, C. C. B.). The obstruction contemplated is not confined to a 
physical obstruction. A person who improperly goes on a railway line and by 
raising his arms induces a driver to diminish speed is guilty of the offence {JR. v. 
Hardy nmi), L. B. 1 C. C. B. 278); see also R, v. Hudfield (1870), L. B. 1 
C. C. B. 253, in which case a drunken man got on a railway and turned 
the signals, thereby causing a luggage train to go very slowly, and he was held to 
have obstructed an engine and carriages within the moaning of the section. 
Moving points or other machinery of a railway with malicious intent is a felony 
under the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 97), s. 35 (see p. 786, ante). 
(/) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 37. 

\g) Ibid, Or the offender may be tried summarily and fined or imprisoned 
(ibid,). Anyone who unlawfully and maliciously by any overt act attempts 
to commit any such offence is liable to be tried summarily and fined or 
imprisoned {ihid.y s. 38). This offence is triable at quarter sessions. And see 
title Telegraphs and Telephones. 

(A) Ibid.f s. 39. 
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8»rt.». meeting-house or other place of divine worship, or in building 
Ibhdous belonging to the King or to any county, riding, division, city, 
Lamage to borough, poor law umon, parish, or place or any university or 
Frogflrty. college or hall of any university, or to any inn of court, or in any 
street, square, churchyard, burial ground, public garden, or ground; 
(3) any statue or monument exposed to public view, or any orna- 
ment, railing, or fence surrounding such statue or monumenti 
The punishment for such an offence is imprisonment, with or 
without hard labour, for not more than six calendar months, and if 
the offender is a male under sixteen years, with or without a 
whipping (i). 

Stjb-Seot. 14. — Injuriu io Cattle etc, 

KiiUng etc. 1536. Every person is by statute (fe) guilty of felony who unlawfully 
cattle. and maliciously kills, maims, or wounds any cattle (Z). 

The punishment is penal servitude for not more than fourteen 
nor less than three years, or imprisonment not exceeding two years, 
with or without hard labour (m), 

(ij Malicious Damage Act, i861 (24 & 25 Viet, a 97), s. 39. The offence is 
triaole at quarter sessions. Nothing in this section affects the right of any 
person to recover by action damages for the injury so committed (ibid,). Any 
person who injures or disfigures the obelisk known as Cleopatra’s Needle, or any 
monument erected or to be erected on any of the Thames Embankments or other 
lands vested at the date of the Monuments (Metropolis) Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet 
c. 29), in the Metropolitan Board of Works, or who posts any bill or placard, or 
who writes, cuts, prints, draws, or marks in any manner any word or character 
or any representation of any object on the obelisk or such nionument, is liable 
to a penalty not exceeding £5, recoverable on summary conviction (Monuments 
(Metropolis) Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 29), s. 4). 

(k) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 91), s. 40. 

(i) The word “ cattle ’’ is not defin^ in the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet. 0 . 97). Under a repealed statute (9 Geo. 1, c. 22) it was held to include 
horses, mares, and colts (R. v. Paty (1770), 2 East, P. 0. 1074), geldings (B. v. 
Mott (1783), 2 East, P. 0. 1076), pigsj^B. v. Chappie Euss. & Ey. 77), and 

asses lE. v. Whitney (1824), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 3). For tne piumoses of the Dogs Act, 
1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 32), the word “ cattle ” is defined as including horses, mules, 
asses, sheep, goats, and swine {ibid,, s. 7). The indictment should state the species 
of cattle injured ; certain cattle ” is not sufficient (i?. v. Chalkley (1813), Euss. 
& Ey. 258). See also title Animals, Vol. I., p. 369. 

(m) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 97), s. 40 ; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet o. 69), s. 1. In R. v. Woodward{m^\ 2 East, P. 0. 653, 
on an indictment for killing two sheep, it was held that the proper^ in them 
might be laid in the agister, but queere whether in an indictment under the 
Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viot. a 97), it is necessary to allege to 
whom the property in part belongs (see R, v. Newboult (1872), 12 Cox, 0, 0. 
148, 0. 0. E.) ; a charge of adimnistering poison to a number of horses is 
established if the evidence shows that some of the poison was mven to each 
of the horses {R. v. Mogg (1830), 4 0. & P. 364). A person who unlawfully 
and maliciously sets fire to a cow-house while a cow is m it, whereby the cow 
is burned to death, is guilty of ** killing ” the cow {R, v. Haughton (18331, 5 
0. & P. 559); “maiming’^ implies permanent injury (B. v. Jeant (1844), 1 
Car. k, Kir. 539 ; R, v. Owene (1828), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 205, where the offence was 
blinding a mare by pouring acid into its eye) ; but wounding ” may be of a 
temporary character (E. v. Haywood (1801), Euss. & Ey. 16) ; setting on a dog 
to bite sheep is not “ wounmng** sheep {R, v. Hughie (1826), 2 0. & P. 420). 
Wounding may be inflicted by the hand as well as by an instrument (E. v. 
EuZZocZ; (1868), 11 Cox, 0. C. 125, 0. C. E.). It is apprehended that killing 
and maiming may likewise be done without an instrument. Any person who 
unlawfully and maliciously kills, maims or wounds any dog, bird, beast, or other 



Part XIIL — Offences against Property. 


m 


Sttb-Seot. 16. — Infurie$ to Shipping. 

1537 . Everyone by statute (n) commits a felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously casts away or in anywise destroys any ship or vessel, 
whether complete or in an unfinished state (o). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour, and if the offender is a male under sixteen, with or without 
a whipping (p). 

A person is by statute (g) guilty of a felony who unlawfully and 
maliciously by any overt act attempts to cast away or destroy any 
ship or vessel under such circumstances that if the offence were 
committed the offender would be guilty of felony. 

The punishment for such an offence is penal servitude for not 
more than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment with 
or without hard labour, and if the offender is a male under sixteen, 
a whipping (r). 

animal not being cattle, but being either the subject of larceny at common law, 
or ordinarily kept in confinement, or for any domestic purpose, is liable to be 
tried summarily and fined or imprisoned, and on a second conviction to be 
imprisoned {ibid., s. 41). A person does not commit this offence who acts in 
the bond fide belief that what he does is necessary to protect himself from in j ury 
[Hanioay v. Boulibee (1830), 4 0. & P. 350), his premises from trespass (Daniel 
V. Jonee (1877), 2 0. P. D. 351), or his master’s property from injury 
(Milee v. Hutchings, [1903] 2 K, B. 714). To constitute the offence it does not 
seem that the act charged must have been committed for the purpose of indulging 
a cruel disposition (see Miles v. Hutchings, supra). A person may not kill a dog 
where less violent measures can be used for the attainment of a lawful object. 
In Daniel v. Jones, supra, a person who laid poisoned meat in an inclosed garden 
for the purpose of destroying and who thereby destroyed a dog which trespassed 
therein, was held not to have committed an offence under the section. Such an act 
is, it would seem, however, an offence within the Poisoned Flesh Prohibition 
Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Yict. c. 115), a. 2. In Smith v. Williams (1892), 56 J. P. 840, 
it was held (on the authority of Daniel v. Jones, supra) that a person is entitled 
to shoot domestic fowls trespassing upon his sown land, sed guare, see Miles v. 
Hutchings, supra. Any person who wilfully and unlawfully administers to or 
causes to be administered to or taken by any horse, cattle, or domestic animal 
any poisonous or injurious drug or substance is liable (unless some reasonable 
cause or excuse is shown on his behalf), on summary conviction, to a fine or 
imprisonment (Drugging of Animals Act, 1876 (39 Viet. c. 13), s. 1); this Act 
does not apply to the owner, or person acting under authority of the owner of 
the horse, cattle, or other animal to which any drug or substance is administered 
(ibid., 8. 2); nor does the Act exempt a person from liability to any greater or 
other punishment under any other Act or law, so that he be not punished more 
than once for the same offence (ibid., s. 3). See also title Animals, VoL I., 
p. 413. 

(n) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 42. As to setting 
fire to ships, see p. 772, ante. 

(o) A ship is not cast away or destroyed which is only run aground or stranded 
on a rock and afterwards got off in such condition as to be easily refitted (R. v. 
De Londo (1765), 2 East, P. 0. 1098). A small pleasure boat (eighteen feet long) 
is, it seems, a ship or vessel ” within this section (R. v. Bowyer (1831), 4 
0. & P. 659). 

(p) Ibid. : Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet o. 69), s. 1. This offence 
is not triable at quarter sessions. The same penalty is provided (s. 43) where 
the destruction is with intent to prejudice the owner or underwriter (see p. 772, 
ante). 

(q) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet c. 97), s. 44 ; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Viet c. 69), s. 1. The offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(r) Malicious Damage Act 1861 (24 & 26 Viet c. 97), s. 46. 
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SHOT. 5. 
HaMons 
Damage to 
Property. 

Damaging 
ship with 
intent to 
destroy etc. 


Altering 
signals with 
intent to 
endanger 
ship. 


Cutting away 
buoys etc. 


Destroying 
ship in 
distress. 


1638. Everyone by statute («) commits a felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously damages otherwise than by firey gunpowder, or 
other explosive substance any ship or vessel, whether complete or 
in an unfinished state, with intent to destroy or render useless the 

same. , . , , 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour, and if the offender is a male under sixteen, 
a whipping (t). 

Everyone by statute (a) commits a felony who unlawfully masks, 
alters, or removes any light or signal or unlawfully exhibits any false 
light or signal with intent to bring any ship, vessel, or boat into 
danger, or unlawfully and maliciously does anything tending to the 
immediate loss or destruction of any ship, vessel, or boat for which 
no punishment is otherwise provided in the Malicious Damage 
Act, 1861 (6). 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for life or for 
not less than three years, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour, and if the offender is a male under sixteen, a whipping (c). 


1539. Everyone by statute (d) commits a felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously cuts away, casts adrift, removes, alters, defaces, 
sinks, or destroys or does any act with intent to cut away etc. or in any 
other manner injures or conceals any boat, buoy, buoy-rope, perch, 
or mark used or intended for the guidance of seamen or the purpose 
of navigation. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than seven nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour, and if the offender is a male under sixteen, 
with or without a whipping (e). 

1540. Everyone by statute (/) commits a felony who unlawfully 
and maliciously destroys any part of any ship or vessel in distress, or 
wrecked, stranded, or cast on shore, or any goods, merchandise, or 
articles of any kind belonging to such ship or vessel. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than fourteen nor less than three years, or imprisonment not 
exceeding two years, with or without hard labour (g). 


($) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 97), s. 46. 

W Ihid , ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet c. 69), s. 1. This offence 
is mid>le at quarter sessions. 

(a) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 47. 

(b) 24 & 25 Viet. o. 97. 

(c) Ibid,, 8. 47 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet o. 69), s. 1. This 
offence is not triable at quarter sessions. 

(d) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, a 97), s. 48. 

(e) Ibid,; Penal Servitude Act, 1898 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The offence 
is triable at quarter sessions. 

(/) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viot. o. 97), s. 49. 

[g) Ibid,; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 f64 & 56 Viet. c. 69), s. 1. The 
offence is triable at quarter sessions. Wilful damage to a ship or her stores or 
cargo by a seaman is also an offence under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 
(57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), s. 225 (£). 
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St7B*SsCT. 16 , — Threats to Bum etc. House, 

154L Any person by statute (A) is guilty of felony who sends, 
delivers, or utters, or directly or indirectly causes to be received, 
knowing the contents thereof, any letter or writing threatening to 
bum or destroy any bouse, bam, or other building, or any rick or 
stack of grain, hay, or straw or other agricultural produce, or any 
grain, hay, or straw or other agricultural produce in or under any 
building, or any ship or vessel, or to kill, maim, or wound any cattle. 

The punishment for this offence is penal servitude for not more 
than ten nor less than three years, or imprisonment with or without 
hard labour, and if the offender is a male under sixteen, with or 
without a whipping (i). 

Sub-Sect. 17. — Miecellantoue. 

1542. Everyone is by statute {k) guilty of a misdemeanour who 
unlawfully and maliciously commits to or on any real or personal 
property (0 whatsoever any damage, injury, or spoil to an amount 
exceeding £6 {m) for which no punishment is specifically provided 
by the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 {n). 

The punishment is imprisonment for two years with or without 
hard labour, or, if the offence be committed between 9 p.m. and 
6 a.m., penal servitude for not more than five nor less than three 
years, or imprisonment for not more than two years with or 
without hard labour (o). 


(/f) Malicious Damage Act, 18G1 (24 <fe 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 60. The wording 
of this section makes the case of 7?. v. IhH (1851), 5 Cox, 0. 0. 233, inapplicable 
now as an authority. It is for the jury to say, looking both at the letter itself 
and the situation of the parties, whether a letter contains a threat {IL v. Tyler 
(1835), 1 Mood. C. C. 428; E. v. Carruthers (1844), 1 Cox, C. C. 138). But the 
judge may hold that there is no evidence of a threat to go to the jury {R, v. 
CarrutherSt supra), 

(t) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 50 ; Penal Servitude 
Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Vict. c. 69), s. 1. This offence is triable at quarter sessions. 

(k) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 97), s. 51. 

{I) The words real or personal property mean corpoieal, tangible, and visible 
property ; they do not apply to incorporeal i ights, such as a right of herbage 
{Laws V. Eltringham (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 283); nor do they apply to products 
growing upon realty but not part of the realty itself, e.g. mushrooms (Gardner 
V. Manshridge 19 Q. B. D. 217), but they apply to grass [Qayford v. 

Chouler, [1898] 1 Q. B. 316). 

(m) Where several articles aie damaged it is not necessary to allege in the 
indictment the value of each, but only that the amount of damage exceeds £5 
(R. V. Thoman (1871), 12 Cox, C. C. 54. C. C. R.). 

(n) 24 & 25 Vict. c. 97. 

\o) Ihid., s. 61 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Vict. c. 69), s. 1. The 
offence is tiiable at quarter sessions. If the damage does not amount to £5 and 
is committed either wilfully or maliciously, the offender may be tried summarily 
and fined or imprisoned, in addition to being required to make compensation 
as assessed by the justice (not exceeding £5) (t6fd., s. 52). A trespass on short 
grass in the winter, made in the course of playing a game, has been held not to 
be wilful {Eley v. Lytle (1885), 50 J. P. 308), but trespass in long grass after 
warning, and coupled with a refusal to turn back, has been held to be both wilful 
and malicious [Qayford v. Chouler^ [1898] 1 Q. B. 316"). It is not necessary to 
constitute an offence under the section that the act should be both wilful and 
malicious ; it is sufficient that it should be either one or the other (see Gardner y, 
Manshridge, supra^ per Smith, J. ; Roper y, Knott (1898), 19 Cox, 0. 0. 69; 
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1543. Any person by statute (p) commits a misdemeanour who 
makes or manufactures, or knowingly has possession of, any gun- 
powder or other explosive substance, or any dangerous or noxious 
thing, or any machine, engine, instrument or thin^ with intent 
thereby to commit or enable another person to commit, any of the 
felonies specified in the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (q). 

The punishment for this offence is imprisonment for not more 
than two years, with or without hard labour, and if the offender is 
a male under sixteen, a whipping (»•). 

Sub-Sect. 18. — Proceedings under the Malicioite Damage Act^ 1861 . 

1544. In the case of every felony punishable under the Malicious 
Damage Act, 1861 (s), every principal in the second degree, and 
every accessory before the fact, is punishable in the same manner 
as the principal in the first degree, and every accessory after the 
fact is liable to imprisonment not exceeding two years, with or 
without hard labour (t). 

1545. Any person who aids, abets, counsels, or procures the 
commission of any misdemeanour punishable under the Act may 
be proceeded against, indicted and punished as a principal 
offender (a). 

1546. In any indictment for any offence under the Malicious 
Damage Act, 1861 (b), committed within the jurisdiction of the 
Admiralty, or for being an accessory to such an offence, the venue 
in the margin of the indictment must be the same as if the offence 
had been committed in the place where the accused was appre- 
hended or is in custody, and the offence must be averred to have 
been committed on the high seas ” (r). 

Hamilton v. Bone (1888), 16 Cox, C. 0. 437). Therefore, in the case of any such 
offence, if property has been wilfully damaged, though not maliciously, the 
offence has been committed. Thus a milkman commits an offence under this 
section who fraudulently damages milk by diluting it with water with the intention 
of increasing the quantity of milk and putting the surplus money into his own 
pocket {Roper v. Knott (1898), 19 Cox, C. C. G9). The court in this case refused 
to follow llafl V. Richardson (1889), 54 J. P. 345, where it had been held that 
a milkman who after accidentally spilling some milk had diluted the remainder 
to make up the full quantity, in his master’s supposed interest, was not guilty of 
wilfully or maliciously damaging the remainder ; see also Hamilton v. i/ime, 
supra; Denny v. Thwaites (1876), 2 Ex. D. 21. A person who wilfully or mali- 
ciously commits any damage to any real or personal property, where the damage 
does not exceed £5, and where no punishment is provided by the Malicious 
Dainage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), is punishable on summary conviction 
(t5t(f., ss. 52, 53). 

(p) Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97), s. 54. 

{q) 24 & 25 Viet. c. 97. ^ 

(r) Ibid,j s. 54. Power is given to a justice upon reasonable cause assigned 
upon oath to issue a warrant for the search of certain specified places where the 
same may be suspected to be made, kept, or carried (i5/d., s. 55). The offence 
is triable at quarter sessions. 

I s) 24 & 25 Viet. c. 97. 

t) Ibid», s. 56. As to principals and accessories, see p. 247, ante, 
a) Ibid. 

24 & 25 Viet, c, 97. 

€) Ibid., B. 72. As to the Admiralty jurisdiction, see p. 273, ante. 
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1547. Any person convicted of any indictable misdemeanour, 
punishable under the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (d), may, in 
addition to or in lieu of the punishment authorised thereunder, be 
fined and required to enter into his own recognisances, and to find 
sureties, both or either, for keeping the peace and being of good 
behaviour. 

In the case of a felony he may be required to enter into his own 
recognisance and to find sureties, both or either, for keeping the 
peace in addition to any punishment authorised thereunder ; but 
no person may be imprisoned under this clause for not finding 
sureties for more than one year (e). 

Sect. 6. — Offences relating to Oame. 

1548. Certain statutory offences, punishable on indictment, have 
been created with regard to taking or killing game, hares, rabbits, 
and other wild animals, and with regard to trespassing in pursuit 
of game (/). 


(d) 24 & 25 Viet. c. 97. _ 

(e) Ibid.j B. 73. As to whipping of offenders, see ibid , s. 76, and p. 411, ante* 
Wnen a person convicted of any offence punishable upon summary conviction 
by virtue of the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 97),^ has paid the 
sum adjudged to be paid together with the costs under such conviction, or has 
received a remission of such penalty from the Crown, or has suffered imprison- 
ment for nonpayment or the imprisonment awarded in the first instance, he is 
to be released from all further or other proceedings for the same cause 

s. 67) ; see Greaves, Criminal Law Consolidation Acts, 2nd ed., 71. As to 
apprehension without warrant under the Act, see p. 303, ante. As to search 
warrants in the caso of offences imder the Act, see p. 301, ante. 

(/) See Night Poaching Act, 1828 (9 Geo. 4, c. 69) ; Night Poaching Act, 
1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 29) ; Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 96), ss. 12 — 17. 
These offences are dealt with under title Game ; see also title Animals, Vol. I., 
p. 371. 
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jurisdiction of Lord Chancellor in, 95 
Lyme Begis, local court of, 179 
Lynn or King's Lynn, local court of, 179 
Macclesfield, local court of, 180 
Maidenhead, local court of, 180 
Maidstone, local court of, 181 
Maldon, local court of, 181 
manorial courts, 215 

maritime appeals to Judicial Committee 48 
courts (miscellaneous), 105 
Marlborough, local court of, 182 
Marshal of England, 116 
judge, 74 

martial law, courts*martial under, 104 
master in lunacy, 96 

Masters of the Supreme Court (C. D.), 67 

(K. B. D.), 66 
(taxing office), 68 

matrimonial causes, jurisdiction in, 15 
Mayor’s Court (London), as to, 176 
melius inquirendum^ award of, 110 
mesne process, meaning of, 133 
military courts-martial, 100 
Monmouth, local court of, 182 
municipal election petitions, trial of, 54 
naval courts, 108 

courts>martial, 97 
Neath, local court of, 1 82 
Newark, local court of, 182 
Newbury, local court of, 183 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, local court of, 183 
upon-Tyne, local court of, 184 
Newport (Isle of Wight), local court of. 184 
Newport (Monmouth), local court of, 185 
non-user does not take away jurisdiction, 130 
Northampton, local court of, 185 
Norwich, local court of, 185 
Nottingham, local court of, 186 
officers of Supreme Court, 66 
official referees, as to, 66 
solicitor, 71 

origin of inferior courts, 11 
Oswestry, local court of, 18? 

Oxford city, local court of, 9 
Oxford University, local court of, 187 
oyer and terminer, commission of, 72 
palatine courts, 120 
pannage, meaning of, 113 

pardon cannot be pleaded in bar of impeachment, 86 
Parliament, High Court of, 19 — 26 
parliamentary election petitions, trial of, 54 
Fassa^, Chester Court of, 152 

Court of (Liverpex)!), 17S 
pay office, 69 
paymaster-general, 69 

peer, trial of, for treason, felony or misprision, 19 

parage claims, 20 

Pembroke, local court of, 189 

Penryn, local court of, 189 

Pentice, Chester Court of, 153 
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COURTS — eantimLed, 

Penxanoe, local court of, 190 
personal actions, jurisdiction in, 16 
reterborough, local court of, 190 
petition of appeal to Judicial Committee, 37 
petty court of the bailiffs of Ipswich, 169 
sessions, 74 

pie t^udre, court of, 136 
^aoita forestm, meaning of, 113 
Plymouth, local court of, 191 
Pontefract, local court of, 191 
Poole, local court of, 191 
Portmainemote Court of Stockport, 204 
Portman*8 Mote, Court of (Ipswich), 169 
Portmote, Chester Court of, 162 
Portmote Court of Faversham, 161 
Rochester, 194 

Portsmouth, local court of, 192 
Preston, local court of, 192 
Probate, Court of, jurisdiction of, 63 

Divorce and Admiralty Division, constitution of, 62 

jurisdiction of, 62 

registrars, 71 

prohibition, exercise of unauthorised jurisdiction restrained by, 14 
purpresture, meaning of, 113 
quarter sessions, 82 

Court of (for City of London), 178 
for City of London, 89 
jurisdiction of, civil, 85 

criminal, 85 

Queen’s Bench, Court of, jurisdiction of, 62 
quorum, justice, of, 82 
il^ilway and Canal Commission, 217 
Ramsey (Huntingdonshire), local court of, 193 
rangers of the forest, 116 
Reading, local court of, 193 
Reading Clerk of House of Lords, 24 
real actions, jurisdiction in, 16 
record, court of, as to what constitutes a, 9 
meaning of, 11 

preparation of (in appeals to Judicial Committee), 8B 
Regard, the, 111, 112 
regarders, 115 

regimental court-martial, 100 
registrar of Court of Criminal Appeal, 93 
the J udicial Comn^ittce, 50 
registrars. Admiralty, 71 
district, 69 

of the Chancery Division, 68 
probate, 71 

removal of actions from district registry, 71 
Retford, East, local court of, 193 
Richmond (Yorks.), local court of, 193 

riots, defaults of justices and others in, to be tried by special commission, 91 

Ripon, local court of, 194 

Rochester, local court of, 194 

Romsey, local court of, 195 

Rule Committee, 65 

Rules (Chancery) of Durham, as to, 127 
in lunacy, as to, 95 
of borough civil court, as to, 133 
Court of Criminal Appeal, as to, 92 
Ruthin, local court of, 195 
Rye, local court of, 195 
sac, meaning of, 173 
Saffron Walden, local court of, 196 
St. Albany local court of, 196 
St. Ives ( 

Salford ! 


j (Cornwall), local court of, 196 
Hundred, local court of, 197 
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Salisbni 7 , local court of, 199 
Salvage Conamiiloners of the Cinque Porte, 128 
Sandwich, local court of, 200 
Scarborough, local court of, 200 
8ergeant-at*arms of the House of Commons, 2b 

Lords, 24 

aerrice out of the jurisdiction, 17, 57 
sessions, borough, 84 

brewster or licensing, 86 
general, 83 
quarter, 82 
special, 86 

Sewers, Commissioners of, 220 
Shaftesbury, local court of, 201 
Shepway, Court of, 129 
sheriff, jurisdiction of, 118 
sherifEs* courts (London) 177 
shipping casualties, investigation of, 107 
Shrewsbury, local court of, 201 

slave trade, jurisiction as to vessels engaged in, 106 

Solicitor to the Suitors' Fund, 71 

Southampton, local court of, 201 

South Molten, local court of, 202 

Southwark, local court of, 202 

South wold, local court of, 203 

8i>ec{al case, submission of, to Judicial Committee, 26 
commissions, 90 
sessions, 86 

Stafford, local court of, 203 
Stamford, local court of, 203 

Stannaries of Cornwall and Devon, local court of, 204 
Staple, Court of the, 137 

stating a case for Court of Criminal Appeal, 93 
Stockport, local court of, 204 
Stratford-on-Avon, local court of, 205 
Sudbury, local court of, 205 
summary jurisdiction, courts of, 74 
superior court distinguished from inferior court, ii 
Supreme Court of Judicature, 61 — 74 
constitution of, 61 
Court of Appeal, 62 
High Court of Justice, 62 
masters of, 66 
officers of, 66 

surcharge of the forest, meaning of, 114 
survey, court of (maritime), 107 
of dogs. 111 

Swainmote, the. 111, 113 
Swansea, local court of, 205 
Tam worth, local court of, 206 
taxing masters, 68 
Tenby, local court of, 206 
Tenteiden, local court of, 206 

territorial waters, offences in, jurisdiction In case of, 17 

Tewkesbury, local court of, 207 

Thetford, local court of, 207 

thol, grant of, meaning of, 164 

Three Weeks Court of Buckingham, 149 

tithe commutation, powers of Board of Agriculture and Fisheries os to, 222 
Tiverton, 207 

Tolsey Court of Bristol, 147 

Gloucester, 162 

Torrington, Great, local court of, 207 

Totnes, loc^ court of, 208 

tourn, sheriff's, 118 

trophy tax of City of London, 178 

Truro, local court of, 208 

Venire, Court of, Kingston- upon-HuU, 169 

c i« ) 



Index. 


OOVRTB—^unaintud. 

Terderers, 115 

rioe-admirals of the coast, 106 
▼iew of frankpledge, 215 
Wallingford, local court pf, 208 
Walsall, local court of, 209 
wapentake, meaning of, 197 
Warden of the Cinqne Ports, 127 
ward-motes of City of London, 178 
Warwick, local court of, 209 
Wells, local court of, 209 
Welshpool, local court of, 210 
Wenlock, Much, 210 

Weymouth and Melcombe Regis, local court of, 210 
Wigan, local court of, 211 
wills, jurisdiction as to, 15 

Winchester (Bishop’s Liberty of the Soke of), local court of, 212 
Winchester City, local court of, 211 
Windsor, local court of, 212 

Wirksworth and its lib^ties, local court of, lil 
Woodmote, the. 111, 112 
Woodwards, 116 
Worcester, local court of, 212 
wrecks, inquiries as to, 107 
writ of certiorari, 136 
elegit, 118 

false judgment, as to, 10 
inquiry as to damages, 119 
York, local court of, 213 

CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDQRE, 226—793 
abatement of nuisance, order for, 412 
abduction of child under fourteen, 620 
girl under sixteen, 621 
eighteen, 623 
heiress, 619 

woman with intent to marry, 620 
▼enue in, 282 

•‘bortfon, death by drugs taken to procure, 679 
procuring of, 696 
ayccessories after the fact, 266 
and principals, 247 
before the fact, 253 
in malicious damage, 792 
none, in case of treason, 455 
to treason felony, 468 
accident, as defence in assault cases, 607 
defence of, 237 

during dangerous performance, 626 
accomplice, evidence of, 408 
accounts, falsification of, 661 

kept by Bank of England etc., of stock owners etc., false entry in, 755 
neglect to keep, by collector of Inland Revenue. 489 
of administrator or curator of convict’s property, 430 
company, circulation of false, 661 

omission to make entries in, 661 
accusation of crime, for purpose of extortion, 666 
acquittance, forgery of, 726 
Act, private, printing, 737 
action, penal, compounding, 504 
adherence to the King’s enemies, 454 
adjournment of trial, 369 
administration of convict’s property, 429 

justice, onences relating to, 489 
Admiralty jurisdiction, 273 
admission of public to trial, 362 
admissions by defendant, admissibility of, 394 
of facts in felony, 386 

misdemeanonr, 386 
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admissioxis preliminary to trial, 386 
advertiBements, betting, 651 
affidavit, forgeiy of, 739 

making false, 491 
affray, 468 

“affray of the peace,” bringing force in, 468 

age, evidence of, in offences under Criminal Law Amen'lmcnt Act, 1885 .•.616 
agent, corrupt transaction with, 710 

fraudulent transfer of goods by, 659 
meaning of, in Prevention of c3orruption Act, 485 
responsibility of master for acts of, 234 
aggravation of offence by previous conviction for another, 383 
aliens, commission of high treason by, 450 
deportation of, 418 

allegations in indictment to be positive, 340 
allegiance, violation of, 450 
allocutu9^ the, 375 
alteration of Dank note, 715 

verdict of jury by Court of Criminal Appeal, 436 
ambassadors amenable to laws for treason, when, 451 
exemption of, from criminal liability, 216 
immunity of, 528 
libel on, 528 
suing, 528 

amendment of indictment, 344 
animals fereB naturcB^ when subject of larceny, 640 
straying, 612 

annuitant, personation of, 706 

annuities etc., misappropriation of, under Municipal Corporations Act, 18S2.,.655 
appeal. See also Court of Criminal Appeal. 

against order on parent etc. to pay fine for child, 437 
sentence, 435 

assignment of solicitor and counsel, 440 
bail on, 438 
by case stated, 433 
costs of, 448 

Appeal, Court of Criminal, 432. See Court of Criminal Appeal, 
appeal. Director of Public Prosecutions depends on, 440 
evidence on, 439 

frivolous or vexatious, summary determination of, 442 

from order for restitution, 688 

grounds for allowing, 434 

materials for Information of court, 438 

notice of, 437 

power of court in case of a special verdict, 436 

to order appellant to be detained as criminal lunatic, 43€ 
presence of appellant at hearing, 440 
procedure, 437 
report on case by judge, 438 

sentence, computation of, on dismissal of appeal. 441 
pass^ in absence of appellant, 440 
shorthand notes of trial for use at, 442 
suspen&ion of sentence on, 438 
to Court of Criminal Appeal, 432 
House of Lords, 433 
with leave, 434 
without leave, 433 
appeals in criminal cases, 432 
appearance of defendant at trial, 361 
apprehension of offenders, rewards for, 449 
apprentice, neglect to provide food etc. for, 623 
apprenticeship in sea-nshing service, taking money for, 658 
aqueduct, injury to, 786 

arabic figures, whether allowable in indictment^ 340 
armed, going, 468 

person by night, 676 

robbery by, 663 
army officer, offences by, 488 
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CBIMINAIi LAW AND PROCEDDUK— 
arraignment, 353 
array, challenges to the, 359 
quashing the, 360 
arrest, 295 — 309 

breaking open doors to eflPect, as to, 307 
lawful, as a defence in assault cases, 609 
of judgment, 375 
by court, 376 
rioters, 474 
time for, 304, 309 

under Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879...306 
warrant, 807 
use of force on, 309 
without warrant, 296 

by peace officer, 298 

under statutory powers, 303 
private person, 296 
statutes authorising, 300 

arsenal, obtaining and communicating information as to, 480 
arsenals etc., arson of, 773 
arson by statute, 770 

common law, 770 
of arsenals, 773 
crops, 774 

King’s ships etc., 773 
vegetable produce, 774 
asportation, 630 

in case Of stealing from the person, 664 
assault, chastisement of servant, 608 
consent in case of, 607 
correction as a defence, 608 
in general, 605 
indecent, 619 

lawful arrest, as a defence in, 609 
medical examination of prisoner, 607 
on peace officer, 505 

person endeavouring to save cargo or ship in disiiess, 669 
the King, 458 

self-defence as a defence in, 608 
with intent to commit felony, 610 
rob, 663 

assemblage of persons for purposes of smuggling, 522 

assembly, unlawful, 469 

assessor to Ck>urt of Criminal Appeal, 439 

assignment of perjury, 493 

assize courts, 266 

assizes, trial of offence, triable at quarter sessions ([usually), not to be at, 326 
assum^ name, signature of bill of exchange by, 729 
attempts to commit crime, 258 

obtain property by false pretences, 702 
attorney, appearance of defendant by, 351 

corporation aggregate pleads by, 351 
power of, fraudulent abuse of, 659 

Attorney-General, duty of, to insutute prosecutions in certain cases, 292 
information by, 329 
autre/bU acquit^ 355 
oonmet^ 855 

averments, defective, in indictment, 343 
backgammon, winning money at, 691 
backing warrants, as to, 308 
bail after commitment, 325 

at meliminary examination, 819, 823 

by King’s Bench Division on refusal of justices, 325 

cases in which it cannot be refused at preliminary examination, 324 

discretion of judges as to, 323 

estreatment of, on non-appearance of defendant^ 351 
^ granting of, a judicial act, 325 
on appeal, 438 
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ball, sureties, who may be, 325 
treason, in cases of, 823 
bailee, larceny by, 631 

of goods in the possession of a, 635 
bailiff executing ciyil process, killing, 578 
extortion by, 482 

Ballot Act, 1872, forgery of nomination paper under, 762 
bank note, alteration, or forging of, or uttering of forged, 715 

causing name of *^Bank of England*’ etc, to appear on paper, 
717 

paper for, sale of, 717 
engraving, 717 
possession of forged, 716 

instruments for making, 716 
Bank of England, accounts of, falsification of, 755 

or Bank of Ireland, embezzlement by officer of, 654 
Bankers’ Books Evidence Act, 887 
bankrupt, statements by, how far evidence, 657 
bar, trial at, on removal by certiorari, 350 
barrator, definition of, 499 
barratry, 499 

person convicted of, practising as, 499 
begging letters, 697 

Behring Sea Award Act, offences against, 561 
Behring Sea, killing seals in, as to, 279 

bench warrant, issue of, on non-appearance of defendant, 851 
besetting in tr^e disputes, 665 
best evidence, rule as to, 390 
bestiality, 640 
betting advertisements, 651 
houses, 548 
In streets, 651 

keeping a house for purposes of, what is, 650 
on games, 691 
with minors, 652 
bigamy, 632 

evidence in, 534 
venue in, 636 

bill of exchange, alteration of, from lower to higher sum, 728 
assumed name, use of, to defraud, 729 
fictitious name, use of, to defraud, 729 
forgery of, 727, 719 
unauthorised acceptance upon, 730 

binding over, 414 
birth, concealment of, 598 
blasphemous libel, 531 
blasphemy, 530 

Book of Common Prayer, depraving the, 632 

refusal of priest to conform to, 632 
books of Bank of England, falsification of, 765 

company, alteration or destruction of, 661 
bond, forgery of, 733 

borrowing of money induced by false statement of money-lenderi 704 
Borstal institutions, detention in, 418 

discharge by licence from, 420 
transference from prison to, 419 
to prison, 420 

brawling in church, 478 
breach of contract, criminal, 564 
prison, 507 
the peace, 468 
trust, by public officer, 485 
breaking into church etc., 675 

necessmy to constitute burglary, 669 
bribery at elections, 484 

of members of public bodies, 484 
public office]^ 484 
bridge, injury to, 785 
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brothel, detentiOD of woman in, 543 
brothels, 541 
bnggery, 639 

buildmg, destruction of, by gunpowder, 776 
riotous demolition of, 473 
buoys, cutting away, 790 
burden of proof, 877 
burglary, 668 — 672 

breaking necessary to constitute, 669 
dwelling-house, meaning of, 668 
entry necessary to constitute, 671 
eyidence in, 672 
indictment in, 669 
intent in, 671 
night, meaning of, 668 
burial, failure to give, 552 

offences relating to, 552 
prevention of, 552 
riotous behaviour at a, 479 
buying counterfeit gold or silver coins, 615 
canal, injury to, 784 
capacity, criminal, 239 

** capital stock of a body corporate,*’ what Included in, 765 
caption to an indictment, nature of, 349 

deposition of witness dangerously ill, 328 
carnal knowledge of girl under thirteen, 616 

sixteen, 616 

idiot, 613 

case stated, appeal by, 433 
casting away snips, 789 
cattle, injury to, 788 

threats to wound or kill, 791 
cause, challenges for, 361 

caution to accused at close of examination of witnesses for prosecution, ai to, 316 
certificate of character, false, 711 

registry of ships not legally granted, use of, 557 
certified copy, wilfully certifying as true a false, 741 
certiorari,^ change of venue on removal by, 350 
effect of, 349 
grounds for grant of, 349 
return to, 349 

trial at bar on removal by, 350 
writ of, 849, 850 
challenges for cause, 361 

peremptory, 360 
to fight, 469 
the array, 359 
polls, 360 
severance in, 361 
cham^rty, 499 

chapm, meaning of, in Larceny Act, 675 

character, evidence as to, of witnesses other than defendant, 384 
of, 382 
bad, 380 

general bad etc. in cases ol rape, 384 
false certificates of, 711 
of prosecutor, evidence of, 383 
cheat, common law, 689 
cheque, forgery of, 719, 723, 727 

what included in term, 727 
child, abduction of, 620 

deposition of (under Children Act, 1908), 328 
murder, when subject of, 571 
overlaying, 626 

children, accidents to, during dangerous performance, 626 
competency of, as witness^ 400 
cruelty to, 623 

depositions of, when admissible at trial, 366 
H.L. IX. ( 17 ) 2 G 
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children, eridence of, 408 

exclusion of, from certain trials, 363 
neglect of, 623 

choke, attempt to, with intent to onmmit indictable offence, 60S 
ohosea in actmn, not the subject of larceny, 641 
Christian religion, bringing into contempt, 479 
church, breaking into, 675 

monument in, injury to, 787 
riotous demolition of, 778 
Church of Englan^ offences against, 631 
circuits, enumeration of, 266 
circumstantial eyidence in murder cases, 588 
civil proceedings, different from criminal proceedings, 386 
clearance of friendly society not an acquittance or receipt, 726 
clergyman, obstruction of a, 478 
cler^ falsification of accounts by, 656 
larceny by, 644 

of assize etc., exaction of fees by, 482 
who is a, 651 

club, bond fide^ not a house used for betting, 550 
clubs used for gaming, 546 
coal, larceny from mines, 639 

Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1897, forgery of certificate etc. under, 761 
coercion of husband, presumption as tb, 244 
cognovit actionem^ false acknowledgment of, 739 
coin, defacing King’s, 518 

King’s gold or silver, lightening, 615 
coinage offences, 514 

coining tool, conveying out of the Mint, 520 
coins, counterfeit, making, 514 

collateral acts, in furtherance of a common object, responsibility for, 262 
collision, failure to help master in, 658 
commitment for trial, 320 
committal for contempt of court, 601 

of witness refusing to be bound over, 322 
** committed for trial,” meaning of, as to, 329 
commission, evidence on, 887 

in army etc., sale of, 486 
Commissioner of Assize, as to, 267 

Commissioners of Customs, forgery of signature etc., 745 

Inland Revenue, imitation etc. of paper, dies etc. of, 746 
Treasury, forgery of name of, 749 

Commissioner, special, reference of questions to, by Court of Criminal Appeal, 439 
common law cheat, 689 

forgery, 710 
jurisdiction, 272 

purpose, necessary to constitute a principal in the second degree, 250 
company, director etc. of, offences by, 665 
company’s books, destruction or falsification of, 660 
compassing the death of the King, 450 
compellable witnesses, 401 

compensation of person injured by felony, order for, 449 

to innocent purchaser of stolen property, 688 

relatives of man killed in attempt to apprehend offenders, 449 
compensations, 445 

competency of children as witnesses, 400 

deaf and dumb persons as witnesses, 400 
drunken persons etc. as witnesses, 400 
idiots etc. as witnesses, 400 
witnesses in criminal proceedings, 400 
complicity, degrees of, 247 
compound larceny, 627 
compounding felony, 603 

penal action, 504 
compulsion, as a defence, 243 
concealment of birth, 598 
indictment in, 598 
verdict of, 592 
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concealment of documents or incumbrance, 705 
treasure trove, 621 

conditional discharge under Probation of Offenders Act, 1907... 41 3 
condonation in rape, 613 

conduct of proceedings, by person bound to appear and prosecute, 321 
confessions by defendant, 394 

one or more defendants, 897 
conviction of defendant on own confession, 897 
person in authority, meaning of, 896 
whole of, must be given in evidence^ 898 
written, as evidence, 399 
conscientious objection,*’ not a defence, 236 
consent, defence of, 237 

in assault cases, 606 
incest, 617 
indecent assault, 619 
rape, 612 

conspiracy to murder, 596 
conspiracy, 260 

for seduction of women, 643 
seditious, 461 
to defraud, 708 

indictment in, 708 
to obstruct the course of justice, 600 
venue in, 283 

constable, parish, who bound to serve as, 487 
special, refusal to serve as, 487 
Constitution, libel on the, 463 
contempt of court, 601 
attachment for, 601 
contempts against the King, 469 
continuing acts, 281 
contract, criminal breach of, 664 

for service of gas, breach of, 664 

water, breach of, 664 

or hiring, breach of, so as to endanger life, 664 
contractor (Government), communication of information by, 481 
contributory negligence as a defence in manslaughter, 686 
conveyances, fraudulent, 705 
conveying coining tools out of the Mint, 620 
convict, administration of property of, 429 
at large, 612 
definition of, 429 
disabilities of, 429 
property of, curator of, 430 
conviction, disqualihcations following on, 428 

of defendant on own confession, 397 

offence different from that charged in indictment, 371 
(previous), charging, 374 

evidence of, 382 
punishment after, 411 
copper coin, making counterfeit, 618 
copyholds, forgery of court rolls, 740 
corn, attempt to set fire to, 773 
coroner, court of, jurisdiction of, 269 
extortion by, 482 

inquisition of, in case of treasure trove, 621 
trial on, 830 

corporation aggregate, criminal liability of, 239 
pleads by attorney, 361 

proper name of, must appear in indictment. 386 
corpse, disinterment of, 652 

disposal of, to avoid inquest, 601 
exposure of, 663 
corpus delicti^ proof of, 378 
correction, killing in course of, 577 
of verdict, 373 

corroboration in rape cases etc., 613 
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corroboration, when necoesarj, S88 

corrosives, injuries by, 603 % 

corrupt rewaitls, 504 
costs, 445 

amount of, ascertainment of, 446 

which may be awarded, 445 
enforcement of order for payment of, 447 
in Court of Criminal Appeal, 448 
incorrigible rogue, in case of, 448 
' of person acquitt^, 447 

preliminary examination, 328 
prosecution, payment of, out of local funds, 445 
respondent in Court of Criminal Appeal, 449 
solicitor and counsel, 446 
order for payment of, 446 
payment of, by person convicted, 447 

treasurer of county council or borough, 446 
scale of, regulation of, by Secretary of State, 446 
counsel, appearance of, at trial, 362 

instruction of, from the dock, 352 
counterfeit coin, buying, receiving, paying or putting off, 615 
copper making, 618 

or possessing machines for making, 620 
exportation of, 616 
foreign copper, making, 619 

gold and silver, importation of, 519 
making, 618 
uttering, 619 

gold or silver, making or possessing machines for making, 620 
importation of, 615 
making, 514 

possession of three or more counterfeit coins, 516 
uttering, 616 
what is, 514 

counterfeiting, offence of, essentials of, 516 
counties of cities, enumeration of, 286 
towns, enumeration of, 286 
counting-house, meaning of, 672 
counts in an indictment, 334 
coupon, company, engraving, 767 

newspaper, for guessing winner, 660 
stock, engraving or forging, 766 
court, contempt of, 601 
of assize, 266 
coroner, 269 
Criminal Appeal, 432 

appeal to, from order for restitution, 688 
assessor to, 439 
costs in, 448 

powers exercisable by single judge, 443 
procedure, 437 

reference of questions to special commissioner, 439 
to, by Secretary of State, 443 
reg^trar of, duties of, 441 
King in Parliament, 270 
quarter sessions, 267 

Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, criminal jurisdiction of, 270 
court roll of copyhold estate, forgery of, 740 
courts, criminal, 265 
-martial, 271 

credibility of witnesses, evidence as to, 384 
cremation, offences relating to, 552 
Cremation Act, 1902, offences under, 663 
crime, classification of, 246 
definition of, 232, 426 
elements of, 233 
criminal courts, 265 
capacity, 289 
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criminal iurisdiction, limits of, 271 

lanatio, permitting^ escape of, 510 
proceedings, difierence from cItII proceedings, 386 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885, offences under, 616 
crops, arson of, 774 
larceny of, 637 

cross-examination as to impartiality, 384 
in rape. 383, 613 
of defendant, 367, 404 
Crown, succession to, libel as to, 464 
cruelty to children, 623 
culpable homicide. 670 
curator of conTict*s property, 430 
damage, malicious, to property, 768 
dangerous performance, accidents during, 626 
date, false date to deed, 712 
deadly weapon, use of, to repel assault, 609 
deaf and dumb persona, competency of, as witnesses, 400 
death, acceleration of, may be. 672 

after a year and a day from injury inflicted, 671 
from fright may be manslaughter, 671 
punishment of, 409 
debentures, forgery of, 733 
decency, offences against, 637 
deeJaration, statutory, making a false, 496 

Declaration of Title Act, 1862, forgery of certificate under, 741 
decoying away of child, 620 

Pacific islanders, 527 

deed, definition of (within Forgery Act, 1861), 733 
false acknowledgment of, 740 
date to, 712 
forgery of, 733 

deeds, forgery under Acts for registry of, 740 
larceny of, 637 
defacing King’s coin, 518 
defamatory libel, 669 
defence, the, 367 

defendant, cross-examination of, 404 
evidence of, 402 

husband of, 405 
wife of, 405 

when called as a witness, 3G7 

compellable as a witness, 403 
defendants, joinder of several, 342 
degrees of criminal liability, 246 
deliirium tremens^ as a defence, 242 
delivery of judgment, 376 

demanding money etc. under forged instrument, 762 
with menaces, 664 
demolition of buildings, riotous, 473 

churches, houses etc., 777 
house by tenants, 780 
demurrer, objection to indictment by, 356 
deportation of aliens, 418 

depositions, copies of, right of accused to, 322 
forgery of, 739 
how taken, 316 
of child, 328 

defendant, when evidence against him, 399 
children when admissible in evidence, 366 
witness dangerously ill. 327 
witnesses, when read at trial, 366 
transmission of, to officer of court of trial, 822 
use of, at trial, of witness dead or dangerously ill, 323 
depraving the Book of Common Prayer, 632 
Sacrament, 532 
detainer, forcible, 476 

detention during King’s pleasure of person under sixteen, 421 
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detention for period not exceeding one month of person nnder sixteen, 42i 
specified period of person under sixteen, 421 
in a B otdtal institution, 418 
industral school, 422 
reformatory school, 422 
** retreat.** 418 

of appellant, as criminal lunatic, 436 
inebriate in certified reformatory, 417 
woman in brothel, 643 
preventive, 416 

die, meaning of, in Stamp Duties Management Act, 1891. ..747 
difi^ei'ence between criminal and civil proceedings, 386 
dignity, name of, must be given in indictment, 336 
director, alteration or destruction of company’s books by, 660 
misappropriation by, 666 
of compaiw, offences by, 666 
Director of Public Pi^ecutions, as to, 292 

defence by, at appeal, 440 
discharge by licence from Borstal institution, 420 

conditional, under Probation of Offenders Act, 1907. ..413 
of jury in course of trial, 370 
on disagreement, 374 
disclosure of official secrets, 480 
discovery of documents in criminal cases, 387 
discretion of court as to amount of punishment, 425 
disinterment of corpse, 662 
dismissal “ without prejudice,” 367 
disorderly houses, 641 

disputes between employers and workmen, 563 
disqualifications following on conviction, 428 
distiu'bance of public worship, 477 

religious meetings, 478 

dividend warrant, fraudulently making out, 767 
dockyard, obtaining and communicating information as to, 480 
** document of title to goods,” meaning of, in Larceny Act, 1901 ...659 
documents, fraudulent concealment of, 705 

in possession of defendant, secondary evidence of, 390 
production of, in criminal cases, 387 
public, proof of, 392 
unstamped, admission of, 388 
dog, corrupt taking of reward for return of, 505 
drafting of indictment, 346 
drawing bill of exchange by procuration, 727 
drilling, unlawful, 467 

when not illegal, 468 
driving, furious, 605 

drown, attempts to, with intent to commit murder, 694 

drugs, administration of, with intent to commit indictable offence, 602 

drunken persons etc., competency of, as witnesses, 400 

drunkards, habitual, punishment of, 417 

drunkenness, 553 

as a defence, 242 

effect of, in murder and manslaughter, 681 
duels, 468 

principals and seconds in, when guilty of murder, 678 
dwelling-house, being found by night in, 676 

breaking into, with intent to commit felony therein, 673 

building within curtilage of, entry of, 674 

defence of, killing in course of, 687 

demolition of, by tenants, 780 

entry into, by night, 673 

meaning of, in burglary, 668 

stealing in, 674 

threat to burn, 791 

dying declarations, admissibility of, 893 

in murder and manslaughter cases, 689 
easement, forcible entry not applicable to, 474 
East India bonds, forgery of, 733 
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ecclesiastical courts, 271 

election, prosecutor put to, as to what charge to proceed on, when, S4S 
electricity, larceny of, 644 
elisors, the, 360 
embezzlement, 649 

by officers of Banks of England and Ireland, 654 
person in King’s service, 664 
policeman, 654 

charge of diKerent embezzlements in indictment, 651 
essentials of, 653 
evidence in, 661 

of money of unlawful society, 663 
venue in, 664 
verdict in, 660 
embracery, 489 

enemies, distinguished from rebels, 454 
engine calculated to destroy life, setting, 605 
engraving bank note etc., 717 

stock certificate or coupon, 756 
engrossing, 662 
enlistment, foreign, 628 
entertainment, unlicensed place of, 644 
entry, false, on register of births etc., 742 
forcible, 474 

necessary to constitute burglary, 671 
of dwelling-house with intent to commit felony, 673 
judgment, 377 

in banker’s pass book Is a receipt, 726 
on register (Land Transfer), fraudulent, 705 
escape, 608 

aiding prisoner in custody for felony to, 610 
of war to, 610 

to escape from custody on civil process, 609 
from prison, aiding, 610 
permitting criminal lunatic to, 510 
established religion, seditious attacks on, 631 
cstreatment of bail on non-appearance of defendant, 361 
recognisances, 413 
evidence, 377 — 408 

admission or rejection of, at preliminary examination 813 
admissions by defendant, 894 

J )reliminary to trial, 886 
_ ef end ant, 402 

before Court of Criminal Appeal, 439 
grand jury, 346 
best, rule as to, 390 
competency of witnesses, 400 
confession by defendant, 394 

one or more defendants, 397 
written, 399 

credibility of witnesses, 384 

difference between civil and criminal proceedings, 886 
dying declarations, admissibility of, 393 
f^se, incitement of person to give, 498 
manufacture of, 498 
forgery of instruments of, 735 
former evidence, when admissible, 399 
hearsay evidence, 393 

in accusation of crime for purpose of extortion, 666 
bigamy, 634 
burglary, 672 
embezzlement, 651 
false pretences, 693 
forgery, 764 

as to whether “ order” or •* request ” etc., 724 
high treason, 467 
larceny, 649 

manslaughter cases, 588 
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eTidenoe- 

ta mnider cases, 588 
perjury, 494 
proouri]^ abortion, 597 
rape cases, 618 
receiring stolen goods, 681 
riotous abolition of building, 778 
seditious libel, 462 
of accomplice, 408 

age in offences under Criminal liaw Amendment Act, 1885... 616 
bad character, 880 
character, 882 

of prosecutor, 888 
children, 408 

commission of similar offences, 380 

defendant, 888, 402 

husband of defendant, 888 

previous conviction, 882 

propensities, 880 

subornation, 880 

wife in treason, 405 

of defendant, 388, 405 
on commission, 887 
relevant facts, 878 

secondary, of document in possession of defendant, 890 
statement by defendant before examining justices, 399 

made by authority of prisoner, admissibility of, 897 
in presence of accused, admissibility of, 898 
statements and dep<kitlons by bankrupt, how far, 657 
unstamped document, admission of, 388 
examination at trial, 863 

exception in enacting clause of statute, when to be negatived in indictment, 888 
exchanges (army), sale of, 486 
Exchequer bill, forgery of, 731 

making instruments for, 781 
purchase of paper provided for, 732 
execution of criminal, when murder, 576 
exemptions from criminal liability, 244 
exhibition, indecent, 537 

** expenses ” of solicitor and counsel assigned to appellant, 448 
explosion, causing, with intent to murder, 594 
doing act with intent to cause, 775 
injury by, 603 
likely to endanger life, 776 
explosive substance, definition of, 775 

destruction of building by, 776 
making, 775 

manufacture of, with intent to commit felony, 792 
placing, in building, 777 

Explosive Substances Act, 1883, acc^sory to crime under, 776 

offences under, as to, 277 

explosives, injury by, 776 

Explosives Act, 1876, licence under, forgery of, 761 
exporting counterfeit gold or silver coin, 616 
exposure, indecent, 537 
of corpse, 653 

expulsion of alien offenders, 418 
extortion, 481 

accusation of crime for purpose of, 666 
by threats, 664 
of valuable securities, 667 
factor, fraud by, 667 

facts, necessity for setting out with certainty in indictment, 337 
relevant, 378 

false acknowledgment of recognisances of bail or cognovit actionem ^ 739 
afi5davits, making of, 491 
certification of copy of record, 737 

declarations, notices, certificates required by Marriage Act, 1836... 586 

( 24 ) 



Index, 


CRIMINAL LAW AND PHOOEDURE^ontinued 

false entry in accounts of stock holders at Bank of England, 755 
on register of births etc., 742 
eyidence, incitement of person to give, 498 
manufacture of, 498 
imprisonment, 606 
instrument, what is, 712 
pretence, continuing, 697 
pretences, 690 — 701 

attempts to obtain property by, 702 

indictment in, 702 

essentials of, 692 
evidence in, 693 

execution of security, obtaining, by, 70S 
indictment for, 693 

form of, 694 
•‘obtaining** in, 696 

order for restitution of property obtained by, 701 
revesting of property obtained by, 701 
trial for, bars prosecution for larceny, 691 
venue in, 281, 700 

promissory oath, making of, is not perjury, 491 
rumour, spreading, to aSect prices, 562 
statement by director of company, 661 
token, use of, 689 
trade description, 667, 769 
falsification of accounts, 661 

of stockholders in Bank of England etc., 755 
pedigree, 706 
fear, putting in, 661 
felony, admission of facts in, 386 
arrest in case of, 296 

charge of different felonies in different counts, gives rise to election, 
when, 342 
compounding, 503 

count for, not to be joined with count for misdemeanour, 342 
defendant in, called upon, 376 
definition of, 246 

forfeiture of offices by person convicted of, 428 
incapacities of person convicted of, 429 
killing in course of commission of, 579 

misdemeanour and treason, points of difference between, 246 
misprision of, 603 

fictitious name, signature of note etc. by, 712 
fight, challenges to, 469 
prise, 470 

fighting in a public place, 468 

filings, gold or silver etc., unlawful possession of, 615 
finding lost articles, when larceny, 630 
fine for malicious damage to property, 793 
of person under sixteen, 424 
punishment of, 412 
fish ponds, injury to, 785 
fisheries, seal, 561 
fixtures, larceny of, 639 
forcible detainer, 476 
entry, 474 

foreign documents, forgery of, 767 

Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870, offences under, 628 

Marriage Act, 1 892, offences under, as to, 278 
foreign state, piracy under colour of commission from, 525 
states, communication of information to, 480 
forestalling, 662 

forfeiture of offices of person convicted of felony, 428 
recognisances, 414 

foiged instrument, demanding money under, 762 
uttery of, 714 

forgery, 710 — 767 

alteration of bill of exchange from lower to higher sum, 728 
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forgery — 

assumed name, use of, to defraud, 729 
by statute, 716 

cheque is both warrant and order for payment of money, 723 
common law, 710 
definitions of, 710 
evidence in, 764 

as to whether “ order ” or “ request etc,, 724 
false certifirates of character^ 711 
fictitious signature, 712 
imitation of wrappers, 711 
indictment in, 762 
intent in, 763 
of acquittance, 725 
bank note, 715 
bill of exchange, 727 
sale (ship), 752 
bond, 733 

buiJder’s certificate (ship), 762 

certificate of birth etc. of nominee under Government Annuities Act, 1829... 

748 

discharge under Merchant Shipping Act, 1894... 753 
Inland Revenue Commissioners. 744 
paymaster-general or officer of Bank of England, 744 
redemption of land tax, 748 
registry (ship), 762 

valuation under Slave Trade Act, 1824.. .760 
under Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1874. ..743 
Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1897... 761 
Declaration of Title Act, 1862... 741 

cheque, 727 
codicil, 734 
copy of receipt, 726 
court rolls, 740 
debentures, 733 
declaration (ship), 762 
deeds, 733 

depositions, affidavit etc., before justice of peace, 739 
documents in case of salvage, 560 

relating to deposit in seamen^s saving's bank, 763 
to obtain relief from Merchant Seamen's Fund, 752 
under Acts for registry of deeds, 740 
Merchant Shipping Act, 752 
Government Annuities Act, 1832. ..748 
East India bonds, 733 
entry in register of births, 741 
evidence, 738 
Exchequer bills, 731 
foreign documents, 767 
hall marks on plate, 768 
identification mark (motor car), 761 
incomplete document, 722 
instruments of evidence, 735 
King’s seals, 735 

licence under Explosives Act, 1876... 761 

London Hackney Carriage Act, 1843... 760 
marriage licence, 743 
minutes etc. relating to pensions, 751 
mortgage (ship), 752 
name of Commissioners of Treasury, 749 
officer entitled to pension, 751 
nomination paper under Ballot Act, 1872... 762 

Municipal Corporations Act^ 1882. ..762 
order for delivery or transfer of goods, 719 
orders for payment of money, 719 
power of attorney for transference of stock, 766 
processes of court, 735 
promiiBory note, 719 
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forgeiy — oontinvsd. 
of receipt, 719, 726 

(copy of), 726 
records, 735 
register code, 752 

seal of Oommissioner for Oaths, 739 
coart of record, 736 
document, 737 

Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division, 738 
Public Record Office, 737 
register office or burial board, 732 
or signature of Master in Lunacy, 739 
to municipal bye-law, 740 
security, genuineness necessary, 724 
signature of assistant record keeper,, 737 
attesting witness, 734 
etc. of Commissioner of Customs etc., 745 
of district registrar, 738 
judge, 737 

probate registrar, 738 
sea fishery officer, 764 

to minutes of municipal borough council, 740 
pictures, 711 

summons of justice of peace, 739 
surveyor’s certificate (ship), 762 
telegrams, 762 
trade marks, 769 
transfer of stock, 764 
Treasury bill, 731 

undertaking for payment of money, 719, 720 
void instrument, 721 
war bond, 731 

warrant for payment of money, 719, 720 

warranty for purposes of Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1876... 760 
will, 734 

pensions, in relation to, 761 

punishment of, 766 

receipt (spent), alteration of, not, 726 

si Mature of, for another, not, 726 
resemblance to valid document, required, 713 
summary conviction for, 767 
uttering, 714 

writing unauthorised acceptance of bill of exchange, 730 
formal judgment, when drawn up, 377 

fortress, obtaining and communicating information as to, 480 
fortunes, telling, 703 
fraud, by directors, 656 

factors and agents, 667 
telling fortunes etc., 691 
conspiracy to carry out, 708 
in relation to shipping documents, 657 
obtaining property by, 688 
of pawnbroker, revocation of licence, 684 
winning money at gaming by, 691 
fraudulent abuse of power of attorney, 667 

concealment of documents or incumbrances, 706 
conveyances, 705 

drawing of bills of exchange etc., 719 
falsification of pedigree, 705 
inducement to borrow money, 704 
misappropriation of property intrusted, 656 
frivolous or vexatious appeal, summary determination of, 442 
fruit, destruction of, 782 
larceny of, 637 
furious driving, 605 

gallery, public, injury to articles in, 787 
game, killing in lawful, 582 

gamekeeper, entitled to arrest poachers, killing, 573 
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gamiiig, dubs used for, 546 
houses, 545 
unlawful, 646 

winning money at, by fraud, 691 
gaoler, exaction of gratuity by, 483 
neglect of duty of, 487 
gas, contract for service of, breach of, 564 
larceny of. 643 
general issue, the, 858 

warrants, as to, 291 
girl under eighteen, abduction of, 628 
sixteen, abduction of, 621 
sixteen, carnal knowledge of, 616 
thirteen, carnal knowledge of, 615 

thirteen, permitting resort for puiposes of carnal knowledge, 617 
girls, oftences against, 611 
going armed, 468 
gold coin, counterfeit, 616 

or silver obtained from lightening coin, unlawful possession of, 616 
good behaviour, binding over to be of, 414 

security for, by youthful offender, 424 
goods in course of manufacture, damage to, 780 
Government contractor, communication of information by, 481 
offences against, 450 
marks, misapplication of, 518 

grand jury, bills found by, which quarter sessions cannot try, how dealt with, 348 
discharge of, 347 
evidence before, 346 
immunity of, 348 

indictment, finding of, by S45 — 848 
powers of, 347 
proceedings before, 346 

graveyard, delivery of address not permitted by lawful authority in, 479 
grounds of defence and exemptions from criminal liability, 236 
gunpowder, manufacture of, with intent to commit felony, 792 
placing, in building, 777 
habitual criminals, punishment of, 415 
drunkards, 417 

Hackney Carriage Act, 1843, forgery of licence under, 760 
hall marks on plate, offences connected with, 768 
harbouring thieves, 655 
hard labour, imprisonment with, 410 
hay, attempt to set fire to, 773 
etc., threat to bum, 791 
hearing in camerd, 363 

of an indictment, the, 362 
hearsay evidence, 393 
heiress, abduction of, 619 
High Court of Parliament, 265 
high seas, offences peculiar to the, 523 
treason, 460 — 467 

adherence to the King’s enemies, 464 

aliens, when guilty of, 451 

ambassadors, when guilty of, 461 

compassing the death of the King, 451 

different species may be joined in different counts, 343 

evidence at trial for, 457 

indictment for, 454 

levying war against the, 462 

limitation of time in, 456 

married woman’s position, 457 

overt act, nature of, 451 

witnesses, number of, necessary to conviction. 456 
highways, non-repair of, appeal in case of conviction, 444 

evidence of previous conviction in case of, 383 
hiring, contract of, breach of, so as to endanger life, 564 
homidde, 570 

excusable, 587 
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homicid^^^continued, 
iuBtifiable, 686 

hop-Dinds, destruction of, 781 
house. See alto dwelling house, 
defence of one's, 470 
riotous demolition of, 778 
House of Lords, appeal to, 633 
housebreaking, 672 — 676 
houses, betting, 648 

disorderly, 641 
gaming, 645 
hue and cry, 300 

husband, conviction of, for receiving goods stolen by wife, 679 
larceny by, 634 
of defendant, evidence of, 406 

presumption as to wife's acts being done under coercion of, 244 
identification mark (motor car), forgery of, 761 
idiot, carnal knowledge of, 613 
idiots etc., competency of, as witnesses, 400 
rape of, 612 

ignorance of law, as a defence, 236 
immunity of jury, 376 
impartiality, cross-examination as to, 384 
impeachment, 266 

Importing counterfeit foreign gold or silver coin, 619 
gold or silver coins, 616 
imprisonment, false, 606 

of person under sixteen, 422 
with hard labour, 410 
without hard labour, 410 
in camerd^ hearing in, 363 
inadvertence without culpability, defence of, 237 
incapacities of person convicted of felony, 429 
incest, 617 

incitement to murder, 696 
mutiny, 464 

incomplete document, forgery of, 722 
incorrigible rogue, costs in case of, 448 
indecency, gross, with a male person, 641 
indecent assault, 619 

exhibition, 637 
exposure, 637 
prhits, procuring of, 638 

sending by post, 639 
publication, 637 
indictable slanders, 669 
indictment, 329 — 361 

after verdict by coroner’s jury, 330 
allegations in, to be positive, 340 
amendment of, 344 

arabic figures, whether allowable in, 340 
caption of, nature of, 348 
certificate of, forgery of, 736 
eertioraHt removal of indictment by, 349 
contents of, 334 

copy of, to be supplied to accused, 466 
defect in, when cured by verdict, 343 
defective averments in, 343 
demurrer, procedure by, 356 
double, not to be, 340 
drafting of, 345 

exception in enacting clause, when to be negatived in, 338 
finding of, by a grand jury, 345 
form of, necessary contents of indictment, 334 
specific ^legations, 334 
in assaults on the King, 469 

attempts to obtain property, 702 
burglary, 669, 671 
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indiotment — 

in case of habitual drunkard, 654 
concealment of birth, 699 
conspiracy to defraud, 709 
false pretences, 693 
forgery, 762 

forging order for payment of money, 722 

high treason, 455 

larceny, 645 

manslaughter, 587 

murder, 687 

obscene libel, 638 

perjury, 493 

purchase of gold or silver coins etc., 515 
receiving stolen goods, 677, 681 
robbery, 662 
seditious libel, 462 

setting fire to house with intent to defraud insurance company, 769 
stabbing cases, 601 
subornation of perjury, 498 
intent, necessity for setting out with certainty, 337 
joinder in, 342 
lies, when, 333 

money, how described in, 340 
motion to quash, 354 
nature of, 333 

particulars of matters charged in, when given, 338 
place, why mentioned in, 337 

preferring an, modes of formal accusation of crime, 329 

under Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859. ..331 
presentation of, when the first step, 331 
removal of, by certiorari^ 349 

r^uisites to, under Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859. ..831 

right of private person to prefer bill of, at common law, 831 

signature of, by foreman of grand ju^, 347 

stay of proceedings, by nolle prosequi^ 860 

trial of, 351 — 377. See trial of indictment. 

verdict to be given separately on each count in, 843 

words essential in, in various crimes, 841 

the essence of the offence to be set out verbatim in, 839 
inducement of persons to become shareholders, fraudulent, 658 
inducements to confession, 394 
industrial school, detention in, 422 
inebriate's home, detention in, 417 
Inebriates, punishment of, 417 

infamous crime, accusation of, for purpose of extortion, 666 
infants, betting with, 662 

criminal capacity of, 289 
invitation to, to borrow money, 662 

information by master of Crown Office at instance of private person, 330 
ex officio, 829 

in criminal cases, kinds of, 329 
informer, who may be, 292 
innkeepers, offences by, 666 

Inland Revenue Commissioners, forgery of certificate of, 744 
inquest, prevention of, 501 

Inquisition of coroner in case of treasure trove, 521 
trial on, 330 

Insanity, defence of, 241 

moral, as a defence, 242 
verdict of, 242, 873 
instrument, false, what is, 712 
intent, averment of, as to, 234 

criminal, presumption of, 88U 
definition of, 236 
in burglary, 671 

false pretences, 697 
forgery, 713, 763 
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intent in larceny, 629 

necenity for setting out with certainty in indictment, 837 
proof of, 284 

seditious, definition of, 463 
interrogatories not used in criminal cases, 887 
intimidation in trade disputes, 665 
of witnesses, 498 

irregular solemnisation of marriage, 635 

issue, the general, 358 

jetty, injury to, 784 

Jesuits, offences by, 479 

joinder in indictments, 342 

of separate treasons or separate misdemeanours in separate counts, 342 
several defendants, 342 
offences, 342 

joint owner, larceny by, 636 
pumals of Parliament, spurious copies of, 787 
judge, forgery of signature of, 737 
insults to, 502 

notes of, furnished to Court of Criminal Appeal, 438 
summing up of, 369 
judgment, arrest of, 376 

by court, 376 
delivery of, 376 
entry of, 377 

formal, when drawn up, 877 
minute of, 377 
of outlawry, 432 
respite of, 376 
vacation of, 377 
judicial officers, bribery of, 484 
jurisdiction. Admiralty, 273 

common law, 272 

in respect of crimes committed out of England, 276 
plea to the, 355 

juror incapacitated, procedure in case of, 370 
objection of, to serve, 362 

jury, conviction by, of offence of character different to charge, 371 
discharge of, in course of trial, 370 
on disagreement, 374 
function of, in prosecution for libel, 463 
giving the prisoner in charge to, 362 
immunity of, 376 
of matrons, 375 
petty, 369 
retirement of, 374 

separation of, during adjournment, 369 
swearing the, 362 

verdict of, alteration of, by Court of Criminal Appeal, 436 
view by, 369 

justice, administration of, offences relating to, 489 
justices of the peace, jurisdiction of, 268 
justifiable homicide, 686 

keeping a house for purposes of betting, what is, 650 
Kidnapping Act, 1872, offences under, 627 
King, adherence to the enemies of the, 454 
assaults on the, 458 

exemption of, from criminal liability, 244 
compassing the death of, 451 
levying war against the, 462 
King’s Bench Division, criminal jurisdiction of, 266 

offences committed out of England triable in, 289 
King’s naval services, offences in connection with, protection from, 760 
King’s peace, person murdered must be in, 571 
King's seals, fojgery of, 735 
King’s service, embezzlement by person in, 664 
King’s ships, setting fire to, 773 
labour, hard, imprisonment with, 410 
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land tax» forgery of cortificate of redexoption of, 748 
Laod Transfer Act, 1875, fraudulent entrr on register, 705 

suppression of documents uncto, 705 

Uroeny, 627—^49 
asportation, 680 
at common law, 628 
by bailee, 632 
clerk, 644 
hosband, 634 
joint owner, 635 
partner, 635 
public servant, 644 
servant, 644 
statute, 636 
tenants, 639 
trick, €33 
wife, 634 

choses in action not the subject of, 641 
compound, meaning of, 627 
counts in indictment for, 648 
essentials of, 628 
evidence in, 649 
indictment in, 645 
lost articles, finding, 630 
of aaimals/er^ natures, 641 
coal from mines, 688 
deeds, 637 

document of title to goods, 642 
electricity, 644 
fixtures, 639 
gas, 643 

goods delivered by mistake, 636 

in the possession of a bailee, 635 
ore, 638 
plants, 638 

public ornaments etc., 639 

records, 643 

title deeds, 637 

trees, growing crops etc., 637 

valuable security, 641 

M^ater, 643 

will, 642 

wreck etc., 640 

yarn, articles of silk, alpaca, mohair etc., 644 
orders for restitution of stolen property, 684 
prosecution for, barred by trial for false pretences, 691 
punishment for, 627 
revesting of go<^s, 686, 686 
value of some sort essential to, 636 
venue in, 281, 288, 649 
last word, right to, 368 
legal aid before Court of Appeal, 440 

under Poor Prisoners Defence Act, 1903. ..318 
when prisoner entitled to, under Poor Prisoncia Defence Act, 852 
letters, demanding money by, with threats, 664 
levying war against the King, 462 
constructive, 453 
express, 453 
libel, 569 

as to succession to the Crown, 464 
blasphemous, 581 

function of jury in prosecutions for, 463 
in newspapers, prosecutions for, 468 
obscene, indictment in, 538 
on administration of justioe, 462 
ambassadors, 628 
Constitution, 463 
seditious, 461 
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libel — eontinved. 
statutory, 463 
threat to publish, 668 
library, injury to articles in, 787 
licence, marriage, forgery of, 743 

of pawnbroker, revocation of, for fraud, 684 
to be at large, 416 

under Explosives Act, 1876, forgery of, 761 

London Hackney Carriage Act, 1843, forgery of, 760 
lightening King's gold or silver coin, 616 
lighthouse authority, disobedience to order of, 660 
lights, misleading, failure to extinguish, 660 
limitation of time in case of treason, 466 

under Merchandise Marks Act, 1837... 669 
periods of, 294 

limits of criminal jurisdiction, 271 
loan, obtaining by false pretences, 697 
local description, when required in indictment, 337 
limits of warrant, 308 
locality of a crime, 280 

London County Council stock, making out false certificate of. 757 
lost articles, finding, when larceny, 630 
lotteries, 647 

lunatic, criminal, permitting escape of, 610 

power of Court of Criminal Appeal to order detention of appellant, as, 436 
machinery, injury to, 781 

riotous demolition of, 778 
maim, wounding with intent to, 600 
maiming cattle, 788 
maintenance, 499 
making a market,** 562 

counterfeit coins (gold and silver), 614 
copper coins, 618 
foreign copper coin, 519 

gola and silver coin, 518 

instruments for forgery of Exchequer bills etc., 731 
malice, 768 

aforethought, implied, 572 
evidence of, in murder cases, 588 
express, 672 

malicious damage to amount exceeding £5... 791 
property, 768 

venue in, 792 

magistrates, bribery of, 484 
insults to, 602 
manslaughter, 680 

contributory negligence as a defence in, 686 
death caused through negligence, when, 685 
from fright, 672 
drunkenness, 681 
dying declarations, 689 
evidence in, 688 
indictment in, 687 

killing in course of lawful game, 683 
of child by overlaying, 626 
prize-fights, 682 
punishment, 692 
struggles in anger, 581 
sudden quarrel, 681 
man-traps, setting, 606 

manufacture, goods in course of, damage to, 780 
mariners, misconduct of, 668 
mark (identification of motor car), forgery of, 761 
marks of public department, misapplication of, 613 
on plate, offences connected with, 758 
(trade), forgery of, 769 

Marriage Act, 1898, failure to comply with, 536 
marriage, entjy of false statement on register, 636 
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marriage, false declarations, notice, or certificate, 636 
irregular solemnisation of, 635 
licence, forgery of, 743 
offences relating to, 632 

married woman, position of, as regards treason, 467 
Master in Lunacy, foigery ot seal or signature of, 739 

of ship, confinement etc. of, an act of piracy, 626 
the Crown Office, information by, 880 
responsibility of, for acts done by servants, 238 
matrimonial residence, definition of, 534 
matrons, jury of, 375 

medical examination of prisoner, when an assault, 607 
meetings, religious, disturbance of, 478 

within a mile of Westminster Hall, 470 
members of Parliament, exemption of, from criminal liability, 246 
menaces, demanding money with, 664 
7nen8 rea^ constituents of, 234 

Merchandise Marks Act, liability of master and servant under, 669 
offences under, 566 

merchant seamen's fund, forgery of documents to obtain relief from, 759 

Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, forgery of documents mentioned in, 762 

Merchant Shipping Acts, venue, 561 

merchant shipping, offences relating to, 556 

mill-pond, injury to, 786 

mines, injury to, 783 

ministerial officers, bribery of, 484 

ministers of the Crown, bribery of, 484 

minors, betting with, 662 

mint, conveying coining tools out of the, 520 

minute of judgment, 377 

misapplication of marks of public department, 513 
misappropriation by directors, 655 

factors and agents, 667 
trustee, 666 

of annuities etc. under Municipal Corporations Act, 1882... 656 
property intrusted, 668 
miscarriage, procuring, 596 
misconduct of mariners, 668 
misdemeanour, admission of facts in, 886 

arrest without warrant in case of, 298, 299 

charge of different misdemeanours gives rise to election, when, 342 
count for, not to be joined with couut for treason or felony, 342 
defendant not called upon in, 375 
definition of, 246 

felony and treason, points of difference between, 246 
misnomer, amendment of indictment in cases of, 844 
misprision, 264 
of felony, 503 
treason, 603 

missing word competition, 547 
mistake, as a defence, 236 
money, how described in indictment, 840 
money-lender, inducement to borrow by, 704 
monuments in church etc., injury to, 787 
moral insanity, as a defence. 242 
morality, offences a|fainst, 537 
motion in aiTest of judgment, 355, 375 
to quash indictment, 354 
motive, definition of, 236 

Motor .Car Act, 1903, forgery of identification mark, 761 

Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, forgery of nomination paper under, 762 

murder, 570 

agreement to commit suicide, 673 

attempts to, 693 

child, when subject of, 671 

compulsion by force to do act resulting in death, 672 
conspiracy to, 695 
death, accelerat'\>a of, 671 
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m order — continued, 

death, after a jear and a day, 571 
duela, persons concerned in, when guilty of, B78 
dying declarations, 689 
evidence in, 688 

execution of crimioal, when murder, 675 

improper treatment of wounds, effect of, 672 

incitement to, 695 

indictment in, 687 

killing another at his request, 673 

to save own life, 673 
bailiffs executing civil process, 673 
by officer, when, 676 

gamekeeper entitled to arrest poachers, 673 
in course of commission of felony, 679 
correction, when, 677 
pursuance of common design, 679 
member of press-gang, 673 
one person with intent to kill another, 673 
private person assisting officer of justice, 673 
King’s peace, person murdered must be in, 671 
malice aforethought, 672 
plea of pregnancy, 592 
presumption in case of, 670 

provocation, effect of, in reducing to manslaughter, 676 
refusal to submit to operation, 672 
remedies, neglect to use, 672 
rescue in cases of, 611 
similar murders, evidence of, 688 
statements by deceased, 691 
sudden quarrels when, 678 
threats to murder, 696 
museum, injury to articles in, 787 
mute by visitation of God, 363 
of malice, 353 
mutiny, incitement to, 464 
naval courts, 271 

navy, forgery of certificate of service in, 760 
necessity as a justification for crime, as to, 243 
neglect of children, 623 

duty by public officer, 486 
to provide food for children, 623 
negligence, contributory, in manslaughter cases, 686 
deaths due to, 582 

new trial, Court of Criminal Appeal has no power to order, 433 
newspaper, articles in, as incitements to murder, 695 
coupons for guessing winner, 660 
prosecution for libels in, 463 
publication of seditious matter by, 461 
night, being found armed by, 674 

meaning of, for purposes of burglary, 668 
nolle prosequi^ stay of proceedings on indictment by, 360 
nomination paper imder Ballot Act, 1872, forgery of, 762 

Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, forgery of, 762 
notes of judge furnished to Court of Criminal Appeal, 438 
notice of appeal, 437 

to produce document in possession of defendant, 390 
notification of residence to police, 416 

noxious thing, procuring with intent to procure abortion, 696 
nuisance, order for abatement of, 412 
oath, administering for seditious purposes, 465 
without authority, 465 

administration of, by justice, where no jurisdiction, 497 
making of false promissory oath is not perjury, 491 
taking false, in proceeding not judicial, 497 

to commit treason, murder or felony, administering or taking 466 
oaths, unlawful, 465 
obedience to authority as a defence, 243 
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object of punishment, i26 
obliteration of govenunent marks, 613 
obstruction of clergyman, 478 
peace officer, 506 
serrice on master of ship, 660 
** obtaining *' in false pretences, 696 
obtaining property by fraud, 688 
offences a^nst Church of England, 531 

decency and morality, 637 
Government, 450 
property, 627 — 793 
public order, 630 — 670 
tranquillity, 460 
religion, 530 
the person, 570 — 627 
women and girls, 611 
by and in respect of public officers, 480 
innkeepers, 655 

relating to burial and cremation, 562 
foreign nations, 528 
marriage, 632 
merchant shipping, 556 
prisons, 507 
public health etc., 554 
trade, 662 

under Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885... 614 
offensive weapons,” meaning of, in Customs Consolidation Act, 1876... 523 
officer, killing by. when resisted, 676 
of justice, killing, 673 

King, taking reward by, 482 
public, communication of information by, 481 
Official Secrets Act, 1889, offences under, 480 
disclosure of, 480 

onus of proof, in defence of insanity, 242 
opening case for the prosecution, 363 

operation, refusal to submit to, does not lessen responsibility of assailant, 672 
oppression, 483 

order of proceedings at trial, 362 

where more than one defendant, 368 
for abatement of nuisance, 412 

conditional discharge of person convicted, 413 
delivery or transfer of goods, forgery of, 719 
payment of money, forgery of, 719 

restitution of property obtained by false pretences, 701 
stolen property, 684 

suspension of operation of, 437 

orders, spurious copies of, 738 
ore, larceny of, 638 
outla?ny, 431 
overlaying child, 626 
overseer, neglect of duty by, 487 
overt act, definition of, 233 

in case of conspiracy to defraud, 710 
high treason, 461 
treason felony, 468 
nature of, 451 

oyer and terminer, commission of, 267 
Pacific islanders, decoying, 627 
panel, the, 359 
panic, causing a, 601 

paper of Oommi^ioners of Inland Bevenue, imitation of, 745 
provided for Exchequer bills etc., purchase of, 732 
pardon by Act of Parliament, 444 
plea of, 355 

under the Great Seal, 444 
parish constable, who bound to serve as, 487 
Parliament, High Court of, 265 

members of, exemption of, from criminal liability, 245 
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Parliament, privilege of, 462 

Bporioufl copies of joamals of, 737 
parliamentaxy voters, n^lect of overseers to make out, 487 
particulars of matters charged in indictment, when given, 338 
partner, larceny by, 636 

pawnbroker, oi^er upon, for restitution of stolen goods, 688 
revocation of licence of, for fraud, 684 
paymaster-general, forgery of certificate etc. of, 744 
peace, breach of the, 468 

officer, refusal to assist, 606 

resistance to or obstruction of, 605 
recognisances to keep the, 412 
penal action, compounding, 604 
pedigree, fraudulent falsification of, 705 
peers, trial of, for treason, felony etc., 270 
penal servitude, 409 
pension, forgeries in relation to, 760 

forging name of officer etc. entitled to, 751 
personation to obtain, 707 
uttering false affidavit to obtain, 750 
peremptory challenges, 360 
perjury, 490 

essentials of, 491 
evidence in, 494 

direction by judge as to prosecution for, 496 
indictment for, contents of, 493 
subornation of, 497 

person in authority (confessions), meaning of, 394 
personation, 706 — 708 
of annuitant, 706 
shareholder, 706 
stockholder, 706 

to obtain pension, prize-money etc., 707 
property, 707 

persons under sixteen, punishment of, 421 
petitioning, tumultuous, 470 
petty jury, 359 

Pharmacy Act, 1868, making false entry in register kept under, 744 
physical coercion, as a defence, 243 

piracy by statute, when punishable in English couit, 524 
forcibly boarding ship, 526 
how far a felony, 623 
Jurff ffentiufrtf 623 
jurisdiction in, 624 
master, confinement of, 626 
slave trade, engaging in, 626 
trading etc. with pirate, 625 

under colour of commission from foreign State, 625 
pirate, bringing messages from, 625 
corruption to turn, 626 
master or seaman turning, 626 
trading with, 625 
“ place,” what is a (betting), 649 
plants, destruction of, 782 
larceny of, 638 

plate, hall marks on, offences connected with, 768 
plea of autrefois convict and of autrefois acquit^ 366 
pardon, 355 
pregnancy, 692 
to the jurisdiction, 365 
pleading over, 358 
pleas, 355 

special, 355 

poison, administering, 593 

administration of, so as to endanger life, 602 
attempts to administer, 594 
police supervision, 414 
policeman, embezzlement by, 654 
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^lls, ohallenges to the, 360 

toor Prisoners Defence Aot, proTlsions of, S63 

port, injury to, 784 

possession in case of receiving stolen goods, 678 

of stolen goods in absence of reasonable explanation, presumption 
681 

post office offences, venue in, 288 

receiving goods stolen from, 684 
servants, neglect of duty by, 488 
stealing from, 644 

sending indecent prints etc. by post, 639 
pound-breach, 612 

power of attorney for transference of stock, forgery of, 765 
fraudulent abuse of, 657 
pregnancy, plea of, 692 
prejudice, dismissal without, 367 
preliminary examination before justices, 311 — 328 
bail, 323 

commitment for trial, 320 
costs, 328 
depositions, 327 
discharge of accused 320 
bearing, 311 
places of trial, 326 
remand, 319 

presentments by grand jury, 347 
press-gang, killing member of, 674 
presumption in cases of murder, 670 
of criminal intent, 380 
presumptions, classification of, 388 
in bigamy, 633 

pretences, false, 692 — 701. See false pretences, 
preventive detention, 416 

prison treatment of persons undergoing, 417 
previous conviction, charging, 374 

punishment after, 411 

convictions, evidence of, in receiving stolen goods, 683 
priest of Church of England, refusal of, to conform to Book of Common Prayer, 
632 


principals and accessories, 247 

in the first degree, 248 

second degree, 250 

principles determining amount of punishment, 425 

printers, Crown, parliamentary, documents falsely bearing name of, 733 
prison breach, 607 

hy vagrant, 608 
escape from, 608 

aiding, 510 

necessity of specifying in warrant of commitment to await trial, 322 
offences relating to, 607 

treatment of person undergoing preventive detention, 417 
Prison Commissioners, supervision of, 420 
prisoner of war, aiding escape of, 510 

when entitled to legal aid, under Poor Prisoners Defence Aot, 362 
privilege of Parliament, 462 
privileged persons, 244 
Privy Councillors, bribery of, 484 
prize-fight, 470, 682 

death in, when manslaughter, 582 
prize-money, forging name of officer etc., entitled to, 761 
personation to obtain, 707 
probate registrar, forgery of signature of, 738 
probation officer, supervision of, 426 

Probation of Offenders Act, 1907, recognisances under, 413 
proceedings before plea, 351 
processes of court, forgery of, 735 
proclamation, spurious copies of, 738 
under Riot Act, 472 
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proouration, 542 

drawing bill of exchange by, 727 
procnrement to commit a felony, 254 
procuring, 614 
abortion 596 

production of documents necessary to determination of case by Court of Criminal 
Appeal, 438 
proof, buiden of, 377 

of corpus delicti^ 378 
promissory note, forgery of, 719 
propensities, evidence of, 380 
property, malicious damage to, 768 

meaning of, in Larceny Act, 1861... 684 
obtaining, by fraud, 688 
of convict, administration of, 429 

stolen, see receiving of stolen goods and restitution of stolen property, 
684 

use of violence in defence of, 609 
prosecution, time of commencement of, 295 
prosecutor, character of, evidence as to, 383 
meaning of, as to, 329 

protection from King’s naval services, offences in connection with, 760 
provisions, unwholesome, sale of, 654 

provocation, effect of, in reducing murder to manslaughter, 676 
gestures as, 677 

public, admission of, to trial, 362 

bodies, bribery of members of, 484 
“public body,” meaning of term, 484 
public buildings, riotous demolition of, 778 
documents, definition of, 393 
proof of, 392 

health etc., offences relating to, 664 
office, refusal to serve in, 486 
sale of, 486 

officer, breach of trust by, 485 
bribery of, 484 
neglect of duty, 486 

officers, offences by and in respect of, 480 
ornaments, larceny of, 639 
servant, larceny by, 644 
worship, disturbance of, 477 
publication, indecent^ 637 
punishment, after previous conviction, 411 
definition of, 233 

detention in Borstal institution, 418 
discretion of court as to, 425 
disqualifications following on conviction, 428 
in general, 409 

matters to be considered in fixing, 427 
object of, 426 
of death, 409 

deportation, 418 
fine, 412 

habitual criminals, 416 
drunkards, 417 
outlawry, 431 
penal servitude, 409 
persons under sixteen, 421 
police supervision, 414 
preventive detention, 415 
recognizances to keep the peace, 412 
special classes of offenders, 415 
whipping, 411 
youthful offender, 418, 423 
principle determining amount of, 425 
putting in fear, 661 
quarrel, killing in sudden, 581 
quarter sessions, jurisdiction of, 268 
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quaflhin^ the arrar, 360 
quay, Injury to, 784 
race, entiy for, in wrong name, 697 
railway, injuries to, 786 

passengers, endangering, 566 

ticket, not an acquittance or receipt for mon^i 725 

rape, 611 

accusation of, for purposes of extortion, 666 
condonation in, 613 
consent in, 612 

conviction of other offences on indictment for, 614 
cross-examination in, 613 

evidence of general bad character in cases of, 384 
of idiot, 612 

rates, rescuing goods lawfully distrained for, 513 
rebellion, joining in, how far high treason, 464 
rebels, distinguished from enemies, 464 
rebutting evidence at trial, 368 
receipt, clearance of friendly society not a, 725 
distinguished from authority to pay, 725 
forgery of, 719, 725 
spent, alteration of, 719 
receiver of stolen goods, 676 
wreck, 640 

receiving goods stolen from Post Office, 684 
property stolen abroad, 680 
stolen goods, 676 

evidence in, 681 
indictment in, 677, 681 
nature of, 679 

pawnbroker’s licence, revocation of, 684 
possession in, 678 

of stolen goods in absence of reasonable 
explanation, 681 
venue in, 272, 288, 681 
recognisances by person under sixteen, 425 
estreatment of, 413 
false acknowledgment of, 739 
forfeiture of, 414 
form of, 321 
of bail, 323 

witness to appear at trial, 321 
taken, how, 321 
to appear and prosecute, 321 
keep the peace, 412 

prosecute (under Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859). ..320, 322 
transmission to officer of court of trial, 321 
under Probation of Offenders Act, 1907. ..413 
reconsidering verdict, 373 
records, falsely certifying copy of, 737 


forgery of, 736 
larceny of, 643 
what included in term, 735 


recurrence of offence, how guarded against, 426 
redemption of land tax, forgery of certificate of, 748 
reduction of sentences by Ck>urt of Criminal Appeal, 433 


reformatory school, detention in, 422 


refusal to assist peace officer, 606 

register of births etc., destruction etc. of, 741 

marriages, entry of false statement on, 636 
ships, forge^ of documents connected with, 752 
Stationers’ (Jompany, making false entry in etc., 743 
under Pharmacy Act, 1862, making false entry in, 743 

Trade Marks Act, 1905, making false entry in etc., 743 
registrar of Oonrt of Criminal Appeal, duties of, 441 
marriages, offences by, 635 

registration of marriage null and void by Marriage Act, 1896... 596 
xegistry of deeds, forgery of documents under Acts for, 740 
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regrating, 462 

regpilations, spurious copies of, 738 

reigning sovereigns, exemption of, from criminal liability, 245 
relieving officer, neglect of duty by, 487 
religion, offences against, 580 

seditious attacks on the established, 631 
religious meetings, disturbance of, 478 

order, Omittance of person as member of, 479 
remand, 819 

report of registrar as to assigning legal aid to appellant, 442 
rescue, 511 

reservoirs, injury to, 784 
residence, matrimonial, meaning of, 534 
resisting peace officer, 605 
respite of judgment, 375 

restitution of lands forcibly entered on or detained, 477 
property obtained by false pretences, 701 
stolen property, orders for, 449, 684 
pawned, 688 
valuable security, 686 
writ of, 685 
retirement of jury, 373 
“retreat,” detention in, 418 
revenue officers, offences by, 489 
revesting of property obtained by false pretences, 701 

goods obtained by fraud not amounting to larceny, 686 
stolen property on conviction, 685, 68G 

rewards, 445 

payment of, to those active in apprehension of offenders, 449 
riot, 471 

suppression of, 473 
Riot Act, provisions of, 472 
rioters, arrest of, 474 
riotous behaviour at a burial, 479 

demolition of buildings, 473, 777 
prevention of loading etc. of a ship, 473 
robbery, 661 

assault with intention of, 663 
by armed person, 663 
indictment in, 662 
whipping in case of, 663 
rout, 471 

Sacrament, depraving the, 532 
sacrilege, 676 

sale of commission in army etc., 486 
goods with forged marks, 667 
office, 486 

unwholesome provisions, 664 

Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1876, forgery of warranty for purposes of, 760 
salvage, forgery of documents etc., in case of, 660 
sanity, trial of issue as to, 354 

scale of costs, regulation of, by Secretary of State, 446 
school, reformatory or industrial, detention in, 422 
scrip receipt, when a receipt, 726 
sea-fishery officer, forgery of signature of, 754 
sea-wall, injury to, 784 
seal fisheries, 561 

seal of Commissioner of Oaths, forgery of, 739 
court of record, forgeiy of, 736 
office of Master in Lunacy, forgery of, 739 
Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division, forgery of, 738 
public document or company, forgery of, 737 
Public Record Office, forgery of, 737 
register office or burial board, forgery of, 732 
to municipal bye-laws, forgery of, 740 
seals of King, forgery of, 736 

seaman, false statement of master as to wages and effects of, 557 
forgery of document relating to deposit in bank, 753 
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seaman, leaving on shore, 556 
misconduct of, 658 
or apprentice, leaving behind, 278 
search warrant for female detained for immoral purposes, 543 
warrants, as to, 310 
searching prisoners, as to, 309 

secondary evidence of documents not capable of production, 392 
Secretary of State, reference to Court of Criminal Appeal by, 443 
regulation of scale of costs by, 447 
security for good behaviour of youthful person, 424 
sedition, 460 

seditious attacks on the established religion, 531 
conspiracy, 461 
intention, definition of, 463 
libel, 461 

matter, publication of, by newspaper, 462 
purposes, administering an oath for, 466 
seduction of woman, conspiracy for, 643 
self-defence as a defence in assault cases, 608 
sentence, appeal against, 435 

computation of, on dismissal of appeal, 441 
reduction of, by Court of Criminal Appeal, 435 
sentences on several charges, 411 
servant, who is a, 651 
servants, chastisement of, 608 

falsification of accounts by, 666 
larceny by, 644 

neglect to provide food etc. for 623 
responsibility of master for acts of, 234 
service, contract for, breach of, so as to endanger life, 664 
setting fire to crops, 774 

vegetable produce, 774 
severance in challenges, 361 
share certificate, engraving, 767 

shareholders, fraudulent inducement of persons to become, 661 
personation of, 706 

shares, insertion of false number of, in contract of sale etc., 768 
sheriff, neglect of duty by, 487 
taking reward by, 482 

ship, altering signals with intent to endanger, 790 

confinement etc. of master of, an act of piracy, 625 
damaging, with intent to destroy, 790 
endangering, 658 

engaged in prevention of smuggling, shooting at, 522 
forgery of documents connected with register, 752 
in distress, assault on person endeavouring to save, 669 
destroying, 790 

prevention of person endeavouring to save life, 669 
master of, obstruction of service on, 660 
riotous prevention of loading etc. of, 473 
setting fire to, with intent to murder, 694 
unseaworthy, sending to sea, 669 
use of certificate of registry not legally granted, 557 
shipping documents, fraud in relation to, 567 
offences relating to, 556 
ships, injuries to, 789 

shoot, attempts to, with intent to commit murder, 694 
shooting at ship etc. engaged in prevention of smuggling, 522 
shop, meaning of, 672 

shorthand notes at trial, where appeal lies, 442 

signalling to smuggling vessels, 522 

signals, idteration of, ^th intent to endanger ship, 790 

silver coin, counterfeit, 616 

Blander, indictable, 569 

slave trade, 526 

seizure of vessels eu^ged in, 527 

Slave Trade Act, 1824, forgery of certificate of valuation under, 760 
slaves, carrying of persons as, 526 
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smuggling, 522 

procuring persons to assemble for, 52g 
societies, unlawful, 466 
sodomy, 540 

soldier, criminal responsibility of, 488 
solemnisation of marriage, irregular, 535 
soliciting to sodomy, 540 

solicitor, person convicted of barratry practising as, 499 
sorcery, pretence to exercise, 703 
Sovereign, offences against, 460 

special commissioner, reference of questions by CSourt of Criminal Appeal to, 439 
pleas, 355 
tribunals, 270 
verdict, 371, 373, 374 

in case of insanity, 242 

speeches on the facts at preliminary examination, 317 
“ spot ** competitions in newspapers, 547 
spring guns, setting, 605 

spurious copies of Government documents, 738 
stabbing cases, indictment in, 601 

stamp, meaning of, in Stamp Duties Management Act, 1891. ..747 
standing mute, 353 

statements by deceased, when evidence, in murder and manslaughter cases, 691 
defendant before examining justices, 399 
made by authority f)f prisoner, admissibility of, 897 
in presence of accused, admissibility of, 398 
of accused at preliminary examination, how taken, 316 
Stationers’ Com})any, register of, making false entry in etc., 743 
Stationery Office, spurious copies of documents of, 739 
statues, injury to, 787 

statute, effect of a new, on acts not originally unlawful, 237 
statutory declaration, making a false, 496 
libels, 463 

stealing from the person, 664 
in dwelling-house, 676 
steam engine etc., riotous demolition of, 778 
stock certificate, engraving, 756 
Stock Exchange combinations, 563 

London County Council, making out false certificate of, 757 
transfer of, forgery of, 754 
stockholder, personation of, 706 

stolen goods, compensation to innocent purchaser of, 688 
receiving, 676 

property, cozTupt taking of rewards for restoration of, 504 
orders for restitution of, 449 

suspension of operation of, 437 
stores, His Majesty’s, having possession of (stolen), 513 
straying animals, 512 
street betting, 651 
struggles in anger, killing in, 681 
subornation, evidence of, 380 
of perjury, 497 

indictment in case of, 498 

tuhpmTia ad testificandum ^ service of defendant with, 388 
duces tecum, service of defendant w'ith, 388 
succession to Crown, libel as to, 464 
suicide, 692 

agreement to commit, 573 
attempt to commit, 693 
suing ambassadors etc., 628 

summing up case by counsel for prosecution, 368 
of judge, 369 

summons, definition of, 290 

Sunday, houses used for public entertainment on, 644 
supervision of police, 414 

Prison Commissioners, 420 
probation officer, 426 

sureties (bail), contract to indemnify, illegality of, 323 
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sureties (bail), powers and duties of, 323 
who may be, 826 

suspension of sentences on appeal, 438 
swearing the jury, 362 
telegrams, forgery of, 762 
telegraph, injuries to, 787 
tenant, larceny by, 639 

territorial watm, crimes committed within, as to, 276 
theft-bote, 603 
threat, as a defence, 243 
extortion by, 664 
to bum house etc., 791 
damage property, 791 
murder, 69G 
publish libel, 668 
token, false, use of, 690 
toll-bar, destruction of, 786 
trade combinations, 563 

description, false, 667, 769 
disputes, 663 

marks, forgery of, 666, 769 
offences relating to, 662 
unions, 664 

Trade Marks Act, 1905, making false entry in register under, 743 
transfer of stock, forgery of, 764 

transference of prisoner from prison to Borstal institution, 419 
travellers, refusal of innkeeper to receive, 666 
traverse and reversal of outlawry, 432 
treason. See algo high treason, 
arrest in case of, 296 
bail in cases of, 323 

count for, not to be joined with count for misdemeanour, 342 
evidence of wife in, 406 

felony and misdemeanour, points of difference between, 246 
high, 460 — 467. See also high treason, 
misprision of, 503 
no accessories in, 466 
overt acts, must be proved by, 466 
two witnesses necessary to conviction for, 466 
venue in, 283 
treason felony, 467 

different species may be joined in different counts, 342 
treasure trove, concealment of, 621 

taking of, not larceny, 640 
what is, 621 

Treasury bill, forgery of, 731 

making instruments for, 731 
purchase of paper provided for, 732 
trees, destruction of, 782 
larceny of, 637 
trial, adjournment of, 369 

admission of public to, 362 
appearance, 351 
arraignment, 353 

at bar, on removal by eertiorari^ 360 
discharge of jury in course of, 370 
examination at, 363 
exclusion of children from, 863 
general issue, 858 
hearing, the, 362 

motion in arrest of judgment, 865 
to quash indictment, 364 

non-appearance of defendant, proceedings on, 351 
of indictment, 861 — 877 
order of proceedings at, 362 

where more than one defendant, 368 

petty jury, 869 

place of, determination of, by justices, 826 
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trial, pleading orer, 858 
pleas, 856 

poetponement of, application for, 368 
proceedings before plea, 861 
rebutting evidence at, 868 
sanitj, issue as to, 854 
tribiinalB, special, 270 
trick, larceny by, 633 
triers, the, 860 

Truck Act, offences under, 566 
trustee, meaning of. in Larceny Act, 666 
misappropriation by, 666 
tumultuous ^titioning, 470 
turnpike, destruction of, 786 
undertaking for payment of money, forgery of, 720 
unlawful assemblies, 469 

taking part in, 470 
combination, extent of term, 465 
drilling, 467 
gaming, 546 
oaths, 465 
societies, 466 
wounding, 601 

unlicensed place of entertainment, 644 
unnatural offences, 589 
unseaworthy ship, sending to sea, 659 
unstamped document, admission of, in criminal cases, 388 
uttering coin not King’s current coin, 617 
counterfeit coin (copper), 618 

foreign gold or silver coin, 619 
gold or silver coin, 616 
false affidavit to obtain pension, 760 
of forged bank note, 716 

bill of exchange, 727 
bond, 733 
cheque, 727 
deed, 733 
instrument, 714 
promissory note, 727 
proof of, 766 

vacation of judgment, 377 
vagrant, evidence of bad character, 383 
prison breach by, 608 
valuable security, extortion of, 667 
larceny of, 642 
restitution of, 686 
vegetable produce, arson of, 774 
venue, 279 — 290 

change of, on removal by certiorari^ 360 
in aMuction, 282 
acts of violence, 282 
bigamy, 635 
conspiracy, 283 
continuing acts, 281 

crimes committed on boundaries of counties, 286 
journeys, 287 

death in one place caused by criminal act in another, 289 

embezclement, 654 

extortion, 285 

false pretences, 700 

high treason, 283 

committed out of England, 289 
larceny, 281, 649 

malicious damage to property, 792 
Kerchant Shipping Acts offences, 661 

murder or manslaughter by person subject to Ifutiny Acts, 289 
obtaining money by false pretences, 281 
post office offences. 288 
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Tenue — continusd^ 

in receiving stolen propertj, 282, 681 
slave tr^e cases, 285 
stealing from wreck, 288 
uttering counterfeit coin in two counties, 287 
wilful neglect etc. to transmit parliamentary writs, 289 
meaning of, 279 

necessity of properly laying, 279 
verdict, 870-— 376 

alteration o£, by Court of Criminal Appeal, 486 
correction of, 373 

defect in indictment, when cured by, 343 
obtained on uncorroborated evidence of accomplice, 408 
of assault with intent to rob, on indictment for robbery, 663 
common assault, on indictment for more serious assault, 610 
concealment of birth, on trial for murder, 699 
embezzlement, on trial for larceny, 649 
insanity, 373 
reconsidering, 373 
special, 371, 373, 374 

proper conclusion from, ordered to be recorded by Court of Criminal 
Appeal, 436 

to be given separately on each count in indictment, 343 
where juror incapable, 371 

Vexatious Indictments Act, 1859, reco^isances to prosecute under, 320, 832 

restrictions on indictment under, 831 

viaduct, injury to, 785 
view by jury, 869 
void instrument, forgery of, 721 
war bond, forgery of, 731 

making instruments for, 731 
purchase of paper provided for, 732 
warehouse, meaning of, 672 

riotous demolition of, 778 
warrant, backing, as to, 808 

bench issue of, on non-appearance of defendant, 351 
for arrest, execution of, 307 

payment of money, forgery of, 719, 720 
of arrest, definition of, 291 

commitment to prison to await trial, 322 
warrants, general, as to, 291 
local limits of, 308 
search, as to, 310 

warranty for purposes of Sale of Foods and Drugs Act, 1876, forgery of, 760 
water, contract for service of, breach of, 664 
larceny of, 643 

weapon, use of, to repel common assault, 609 
weighing engine, destruction of, 786 
Westminster, meetings within a mile of, 470 
wharf, injury to, 784 
whipping in attempts to choke, 602 
incest, 617 
larceny, 628 

malicious damage to property, 773 — 792 
robbery, 663 

use of explosives and corrosives, 603 
of youthful offenders, 423 
punishment of, 411 

wife, evidence of, in cases of treason, 406 
larceny by, 634 
of defendant, evidence of, 405 
presumption as to coercion by husband, 244 
receiving stolen goods by, 679 
will, forgery of, 734 
larceny of, 642 

winning money at gaming by fraud, 691 
witchcraft, pretence to exercise, 691 

witness at parliamentary inquiries, intimidation eta, of, 499 
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witness, attendance of, at preliminary examination, how compelled, 31* 
attesting, forgery of signature of, 734 
competency of, in criminal proceedings, 401 
dangerously ill, deposition of, 327 

statements of, when to be used, 366 
defendant when called as a, 367 

competent and compellable as a, 403 
depositions of, when read at trial, 365 
evidence as to credibility of, 884 

of, before Court of Criminal Appeal, 439 
in bigamy, who are competent, 636 
notice of intention to call fresh, 367 
recognisance of, to appear at trial, 321 
refusing to be bound over, committal of, 322 
sending out of court, 364 
tampering with, 498 
wife of prisoner in rape, 614 

or husband of accused in incest, 618 

husband of defendant, when a competent, 405 
witnesses, two necessary (as a rule) to conviction for treason, 466 
what witnesses should be called for prosecution, 364 
women, offences against, 611 

words descriptive of certain crimes essential in indictment 341 
worship, public, disturbance of, 477 
wounding cattle, 788 

indictment in cases of, 601 
unlawful, 601 
what constitutes a, 600 
with intent to maim, 600 
wreck, taking of, how far larceny, 640 

stealing from, venue in case of, 283 
writ of certiorari^ 849 — 850 

error, abolition of, 433 
restitution, 477, 686 
written confession as evidence, 399 
yam etc., larceny of, 644 
young offenders, punishment of, 413 
youthful offenders, 420 

whipping of, 423 
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